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Abernethy, Johu, mobbed 368 

Abernethy, John, afraid to prosecute 369, 393 

Alamance County, an. organizatiou of the Invisible Empire in 324 

Alibis in North Carolina, manner of setting up 43" 

B. 

Barns burned 82, 133, 168, 260, 310 

Barn-burning', organization of negroes for the purpose of 83, 85 

Baxter, P. Z., arrest and confession of, with six accomplices 373 

Baxter, P. Z , character of 277 

Beam, Adeline, whipping of 134 

Beam, Dick, whipping of • 224 

Berrier, quits the Ku-Klux 391 

BiggerstafF, Aaron V., cause of attack upon 307 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., forcible trespass by 22 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., manner of whipping 28 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., whipping of.. 16,20,27,111,170, 171, 172,211-, 227, 224, 251-253, 305 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., whipping of daughter of 27, 111, 170-172 

BiggerstalF, Aaron V.. and family, outrage upon 20, 112, 113, 114, 127 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., statement of Plato Durham as to facts in case of 306, 307, 308 

Biggerstaff, Mrs., abuse ot 28 

Biggerstaff, Samuel, outrage upon.... 22, 151, 152, 165, 188-194, 198,213,247,248,251,267, 

305-308 

Biggerstaff, Samuel, statement of raid upon 367 

Birge, Nelson, whipping of ^ 105, 153 

Bond, Judge, a good law^yer and excellent judge, (Schenck) 389 

Bradley, assault of upon Waters and is fined fifteen dollars by Judge Logan 372 

Bradley family, the whipping of 27 

Bradley, T. P., breaking into house of 138 

Bragg, Governor, writes to Schenck and Durham in 1870, in regard to Ku-Klux 

outrages 396,410 

Bridge fenced up* Elias Bryan's 75 

Brooks, Elizabeth, whipping of , 28 

BRYAN, ELIAS, testimony of 72-86 

Is a native of the State, and a resident of Hayward, Chatham County 72 

Burning of a school-house in Mooro County 72, 73 

Has had three of his houses burned 73 

Cases of Mr. Ilowle, Mr. Harris, and Mrs. Gilmore 74 

Whipping of Mr. Buchanan, Mrs. Gilmore's sister, and John Campbell, 

• a cripple, by disguised men ; toll-bridge fenced up 75 

Has no party politics ; has built two churches or school-houses for the negroes 76 

Whipping of two or three of Henderson Judd's negroes 77,78 

Ouj^age upon Henderson Judd and Mr. Hanks 78 

Arrest of the party that attacked Essie Harris 79 

Politics of the parties arrested in the Buchanan, Gilmore, Harris and Judd 

cases 81 

Politics of the county officers ; thinks the Leagues have disbanded ; barns 

burned ; outrage upon Mr. Mimms 82 

Organization of negroes for the purpose of barn-burning 83,85 

Character of Mr. Howie 84,85 

Thinks the colored people were apprehensive of danger from the Ku-Klux 86 

Buchanan, Mr., whipping of /. 75 

Burgess, Mr. Barney, shooting by Essie Harris of 90 
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Pafre. 

Calvert, Watson, whipping of *. 27 

Camp, , (colored woman,) whipping of 106 

Campbell, John, whipping of 75 

Carpenter, Henry, (colored,) disarming of 22,219,223 

CARPENTER, J. B., testimony of 19-31 

Is a resident of Rutherfordton, Rutherford County 19 

And a native of the State ; is clerk of the superior court of the county, and is 
an editor ; gives Aaron Biggerstaff's account of the outrage committed on 

himself and family ; names parties arrested therefor 20 

All of them original secessionists ; republicanism assigned as the reason for 

whippings; Biggerstaffs character 21 

Outrage upon McGahey's wife ; Biggerstaff tried for forcible trespass ; disarm- 
ing of Henry Carpenter; whipping of Nodine for being a republican 22 

Number of whippings within the last two years; Ku-Klux organization still 

maintained in North Carolina 23 

Thinks there was but one case of arrest in Rutherford County prior to tho pas- 
sage of the Ku-Klux bill ; intimidation of a juror; thinks lives of republi- 
cans in the county are unsafe ; a number of them leaving their farms 24 

Division of the Ku-Klux into camps 25 

Number of outrages in the county ; all upon republicans 26 

Whipping of Bob Toms, Martin Daggett, Martin Peatson and wife, twice ; 
Granville Miller, twice ; Watson Calvert, John Nodine, the Bradley family, 
Aaron Biggerstaff, William Holland, and Biggerstaff's daughter, Mrs. Ram- 
sey ; abuse of J. P. Gillespie ; colored school-house burned 27 

Abuse of Mrs. Biggerstaff ; manner of whipping Biggerstaff ; whipping of Al- 
mon Owens, Nancy Owens, Mrs. Jenkins, Ibby Jenkins, Joseph Lessanier, 
Ann Warren, M. E. Taylor, Lightner Hall, Mrs. Simmons, and Elizabeth 

Brooks ; colored school-house burned . - 28 

Says that in every instance the statement was made to the parties whipped that 
it was because they were republicans ; intimidation of voters in Cleveland 

County - 29 

Houses broken into 30 

Gives names ot alleged Ku-Klux 30, 31 

Carpenter, J. B., threatened by Ku-Klux 122, 127 

Carson, William, burning of barn of , 138 

Chief of the State 174 

Chiefs of Ku-Klux camps 146, 147, 148, 173, 174, 175, 204, 220, 231 , 322 

Churches burned 13, 14,98, 133, 134 

Clark, Joseph, shooting by Essie Harris of 90 

Clemmer, widow, Gaston County, barn of, burned 365 

Cobb, B. C, identified by D. Schenck 389 

Constitutional Union Guard 181 

Constitutional Union Guard and Invisible Empire the same as Ku-Klux 50 

Craig, Mr., violence upon 381 



D. 

Daggett, Martin, (colored,) whipping of.: 27,106 

Davis, Anderson, arrest and confession of, with accomplices 373 

Davis used as a witness; indictments found against; member of the Union League 

and of the Ku-Klux 374 

Davis, character of 394^397 

Davis, Anthony, (colored,) whipping of 95,99 

Davis, Anthony, (colored,) shooting of two children of 95 

Democrats, whipping of 330 

De Priest, Decatur, killing by McGahey of 107, 108, 151, 165 

De Priest, J. R., chief of camp 174,202,220 

Detter, J. R., identified by D. Schenck 389 

Dickens, Anderson, and wife, outrage upon 14 

Douglass, Bella, (colored,) whipping of 13 

Downey, Mr., whipping of 1 30-132, 182, 207 

Downey, Mr., whipping of sister of 130, 131 

DURHAM, PLATO testimony of 304-353 

Is a native of Rutherford County, and a resident of Shelby, Cleveland County ; 
has been a member of tho legislature. and of the constitutional convention; 
5s a lawyer, practicing in the ninth judicial circuit; laws of North Carolina 
not enforced as they should have been, since 1868; incompetency of Judge 
G. W. Logan 304 
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DURHAM PLATO: 

Meeting of tbc bar at Charlotte for the removal of Judge Logan ; thinks he is 
a bitter partisan, and carries his partisan prejudices upon the bench ; cites 
Biggerstalfs case; statement of the attorney ■vvho^defended the parties 
therein 305 

Family feud between Aaron and Samuel Biggerstalf ; thirty- one persons arrested 
under process from the State courts for the attack on Aaron Biggerstaff, bound 
over to appear in June, and cases postponed till July ; same parties arrested 
twice by the United States authorities ; gives the facts as he understands them, 
in the Biggerstaff case 30G 

Thinks the murder of De Priest and the attack upon Samuel Biggerstaff led to 
the attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff ; political reasons assigned by the repub- 
licans therefor ; believes the troubles in Rutherford County spring from 
corrupt and incompetent State and Federal officials 307 

Thinks the parties engaged in the raid upon Aaron Biggerstaff were taken to 
Raleigh instead of Marion, for the purpose of prosecution ; true bills of indict- 
ment found by the grand jury on oath of Biggerstaff and daughter ; is counsel 
for all the parties charged 308 

Raid on Mr Justice 308,309 

Thinks the troubles in Rutherford County are caused by bad government, 
corrupt and incompetent officials, and bad advice to negroes ; knows of no 
disposition on the part of the white people to coerce the black ; states what /"'y^'^^ 
the colored people have been taught to believe ^/ 509 

Thinks the address issued by the radical members of the legislature in August,,. / 
1868, produced barn-burnings, rapes, &c ^09, 310 

Burning of bams, &c., in Gaston County frequent ^ 

Outrages in Robeson County and their effect 310, 3J1 

Thinks putting some counties under martial law and neglecting Robeson County 

a political move 311 

Thinks the general tenor of the teaching of the carpet-baggers has had a verv ^ . 
bad influence upon the negroes C^\,ZYZ 

Their advice has led to riot and bloodshed ; cites the address of Mr. Justice in" 
1868 ; general result of this teaching is that the whole country is in a state 
of perfect terror . . ^ 312 

Reconstmctlon measures a cause of dissatisfaction, and a violation of the pledges 

of the Government 312,313 

Universal suffrage for the negro the cause of the whole difficulty ; present state 
, government more expensive than the old one ; public debt largely increased ; 
thinks public sentiment regards the legislation of Congress in reference to the 
southern country dictated by a spirit of hostility ; many incompetent men 
occupying official positions VS12 

Cites Judge G. W. Logan, and gives instances of his official corruption 313,314 

Pardoning power exercised very partially by Governor Holden; cites in- 
stances; gives particulars of the disbarring of Mr. Schenck..* 315. 

Knows of no organization, the object of which is to control the politics of the 
country 316 

Denies being chief of the Ku-Klux organization or of any organization 316,317 

Knows of an organization for mutual protection and defense which did exist ; 
states the nature of the obligation taken 317 

The enactment of militia laws by the legislature led to the formation of the 
organization 317,325 

Thinks the laboring white men are jealous of the privileges granted the negroes ; 
no jealousy on the part of intelligent wealthy men ; an election pending for 
a constitutional convention ; object of the democrats in urging it to simplify 
the constitution ; present constitution inconsistent in itself 313 

Compares the State expenditures under Governors Worth and Holden ; has 
heard of frequent whippings in Rutherford by parties of disguised men, and 
in Cleveland : 319 

Thinks these outrages were not committed in pursuance of an organization ; 
that the colored people have not behaved as well as the white ; has heard of 
a few outrages in Lincoln, Gaston, Catawba, and Spartanburgh Counties -. 320 

Knows nothing about the existence of the Ku-Klux, White Brotherhood, or 
Constitutional Union Guard organizations ; was a member of the Invisible 
Empire ; Mr. Lee, his law-partner, a member ; states nature of obligation 
taken ; verbal explanation given outside of terms of obligation ; no by-laws ; 
no obligation of secrecy as to the existence and operations of the organiza- 
tion, but was as to membership 321 

Gives signs and pass-words - 321 , 322 
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DURHAM PLATO: 

Organization divided into Councils or Klans ; did not occupy any office in the 
order ; thinks it true that McAfee was an officer ; that he is chief of the 
county ; has heard nothing of the organization in Cleveland County since 

February 322 

Each council has a chief ; has heard of two persons in Cleveland County as 
chiefs; knows of none in Rutherford County; Saw a crowd of disguised 
men riding through Shelby one night, in the fall of 1869; does nol know 

that they were members of the Invisible Empire 323 

Hamilton C. Jones is a member of the order ; does not know whether he is 
chief of State ; thinks there was a local organization in Orange and in Ala- 
mance Counties 324 

The effect of the enactment of the Shoffner bill and its subsequent repeal 325 

Thinks the organization of the Invisible Empire has existed in Rutherford 
County within the last six or eight months ; knew of men being initiated at 
the time of the spring term of court ; denies taking any part in these initia- 
tions ; advises the reorganization of the order 326 

Thinks Mr. Cabaness conducted the initiations ; witnessed some by him ; heard 

the obligation and saw the signs given 327 

Thinks Mr. Shotwell was not present at the raid upon Mr. Justice and the 
Star office ; has heard of no initiations in Cleveland County within two 

years 328 

Thinks there was nothing in the obligation exacting obedience to the decisions 
of the council ; has no information as to the number- of members in Ruther- 
ford County ; no formal disbanding of the order 329 

Names democrats who have been whipped , 330, 331 

Incompetency of Judge Logan ; he is advised by the supreme court to resign- 332 
Gives general statements as to the incompetency and corruption of the judi- 
ciary ; decision of the supreme court relative to State taxation 333-336 

Character of Mr. Justice as to veracity 336 

Attack on Biggerstaff 337, 3.S8 

Thinks the barn-burnings preceded the whippings by the Ku-Klux ; that Lowry's 

band numbers from twenty to thirty 339 

Railroad appropriations by the legislature 340, 341 

Relative vote in Cleveland and Rutherford Counties ; assessed valuation of all 

property in the State , 341 

Rate of taxation 341 , 350, 351 

Salaries of State officers and judges increased. 342 

Has heard of about forty confessions by certain parties 343 

Is authorized to give bail for parties arrested as alleged Ku-Klux 344 

Thinks the whippings, &c., have been done by irresponsible parties, and not 

to influence the vote of the colored man or to deter him from voting 345 

Knows of no organization of the Invisible Empire in Chatham, Harnett, or 

Moore Counties '. /-^^^ 

His opinion as to the effect on the negro of the teachings of northern men ^^si^' 

Thinks the reconstruction measures unwarranted, oppressive, and hostile 348,349 

Railroad-bond frauds 350 

Thinks no encouragement has been given by the democratic press to the out- 
rages 

His opinion as to extracts read him from the Raleigh Sentinel 'ffS^^ 

Thinks the vote of the colored people was controlled by the Leagues ^'^^i:^^:' 

Durham, Plato, chief of camp 144, 175,203 

Durham, Plato, arrest of 375 

Durham, Plato, trial of 378 

Durham, Plato, claims to have addressed the Klan that inaugjurated the raid upon 
Biggerstaff to prevent violence, and complains of subsequent injustice, his - 
witnesses being put in the bill of indictment with him 396 

E. 

EAVES, J. B., testimony of 164-201 

Is a resident of Rutherfordton ; has been a member of the State senate, and is 
United States assistant assessor ; intimidation of witnesses ; character of the - 
outrages committed ; McGahey's (McGaha) case ; killing of Decatur De 

Priest 165 

De Priest chief of first Klan in Rutherford County ; number of outrages in 

Rutherford County 1 166 

Character of the whippings 166, 167 

Outrages all upon republicans with one exception ; Rourke whipped by pre- 
tended preachers ; course of public press 167 
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EAVES, J. B. : 

Intimidation of voters 167, 169, 181 

Relative vote of white and colored in Rutherford County ; no Leagues in the 

. county since 1868; barns burned 168 

Negroes disarmed 161) 

Outrage upon BiggerstafF and his daughter, Mrs. Norville 170, 171, \Tl 

Character of Biggerstaff and his daughter, Mrs. Norville 170 

Intimidation of complainants ; Captain R. A. Shotwell, editor of the Ruther- 
ford Vindicator and Citizen, democratic journals, chief of camp 173 

J. R. De Priest, McBrayer, Wm. Webster, and Ladson A. Mills, jr., chiefs of 

camps ; Hamilton C. Jones chief of the State 174 

McAfee and Dunham chiefs of camps in Cleveland County 175 

Ku-Klux surrendering and confessing 176, 182, 185 

Raid upon Rutherfordton and Star office 176. 177 

Names of parties engaged in the raid 177, 178 

Rutherfordton guarded nightly 178 

Democratic meetings to suppress the Ku-Klux 178, 179 

Relative vote in Cleveland County ; Ku-Klux called White Brotherhood, Con- 
stitutional Union Guard, and Invisible Empire 181 

.Whipping of Downey 182 

Tone of the democratic press in the State 182, 183, 184 

Murder of a colored man and his three children, alleged to have been done by 

the Adairs and Bennard, not political 185-188 

McGahey's (McGaha) case 188-194, 198, 199 

Mr. Schcnck's letter in reference to Juge Logan 190 

Ku-Klux outrages political 193-196, 199 

Eaves, J. B., threatened by the Ku-Klux 128 

Eaves, Fayette, chief of camp 220 

Edgington, William, chief of camp : 204, 220, 231 
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Gillespie, J. P., abuse of 27,115,138,156 

Gilmore, Frances, (colored,) outrage upon 36,37,53 

Gilmore, Frances, ( white, ) outrage upon 37, 74 

Gilmore, Frances, (white,) whipping of sister of 75 

GRANT, JAMES L., testimony of 230-236 

Is a resident of Rutherford County ; is twenty years old ; a member of the 

Ku-KIux; Ku-Klux and Invisible Empire the same 230 

Organization of. a den at Young's Mountain ; Wm. Edgington chief ; names 
of councilors; nature of oath taken; manner of proceeding preparatory to 

raid - 231 

Quits the order ; never went on any raids ; kinds of disguises worn 232 

Raid on Mrs. Murphy ; parties engaged arrested and confined in Marion jail ; 

liberated by the Ku-Klux 233 

Republicans join the order for fear of being whipped, and to enable them to 
run stills v/ithout paying taxes ; colored people all against the order ; con- 
servatives in favor of it ; Ku-Klux hostile to colored people 234 

Object of the organization to prevent stealing 234,235 

Green, Lieutenant, conduct of in making arrests 381 

Grier, Mr., threatened with hanging by the League 269 

Grier, Calvin E., at the head of the Ku-Klux in Gaston County 386 

GUION, H. W., testimony of 246-283 

Is a native of the State and a resident of Charlotte ; is a lawyer ; the laws 
against cnme are generally executed in the State ; life and property perfectly 
safe ; lawless acts committed by the Leagues ; burning of barns and other 
buildings in Gaston County by the Leagues ; Loyal Leagues are secret asso- 
ciations of negroes and low white people 246 

Thinks the judiciary system in the State a farce, the judges being incompetent 
and moved by political preferences; Ku-Klux organization in Rutherford 

originated by reason of the incompetency of Judge Logan 247 

Disproportionate fine in the BiggerstafF or McGahey (McGaha) case 247,267 

Ground of justification of Ku-Klux .' 248 

Telegrams relative to attendance as witness before investigating committee... 249,259 

No Ku-Klux in Mecklinburgh County 249 

Outrages committed by negroes by instructions from the League 250 

Loyal Leagues the cause of Ku-Klux 250,251 

Leagues political in their character 251 

Case of Biggerstalff - 251-253 
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GUION, H. W. : 

Disbarring of Mr. Schenck 252 

The Lowry gans: 253, 272, 273 

Condition of affairs in Robeson County 254 

Election of the State judiciary 254,255 

Financial affairs of the State 255, 256 

Corruption of the legislature 255,256,273,274 

Impeachment of Governor Holden 257, 275-277 

Eelease of Kirk by Judge Bond ; power of the governor to raise militia 258 

Barn-burning in Gaston County ; current belief of the democrats that they 

are attribute to the Loyal Leagues 260 

Has heard of no Ku-Klux operations in Gaston County 261 

Character of the judges of the supreme court , 262-264 

Petition for the removal of Judge Logan 265 

Statute relative to disbarring attorneys , 265,266 

Case^ of rape 268, 269 

^ Mr, Grier threatened with hanging by the League 269 

General belief that Biggerstaff's story of his whipping was manufactured for 

political purposes 271 

• Eailroad-bond frauds; pardons by the governor 275 

Governor Holden's militia force for the intimidation of voters 278 

Governor Holden's method of selecting the militia 279, 280 

Troubles in Alamance County 280 

Officers of Governor Holden's militia 281 

Is a conservative in politics 282 

Guion, Levi, intimidated from voting 368 
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Haines, A. S., threatened by Scoggins 377 

Hall, Lightner, whipping of 28 

Hambrich, Elias, chief of camp 204 

Hamilton, , a colored man, w^hipping of 106 

Hampton, B. F., sheriff of Polk County, assault of," upon Waters 372 

Hanks, Mr., outrage upon 53,78 

Harris, Essie, (colored,) outrage upon 15, 32, 33, 34, 74 

HARRIS, ESSIC, testimony of 86-102 

Is a resident of Chatham County, North Carolina 85 

Details first visit of the Ku Klux to his house 87 

Gives particulars of second outrage upon him ' 88-94, 101 

Shooting of Joe Clark and Mr. Burgess 90 

Names parties engaged in the outrage 91 

Outrage upon Sampson Perkins 91 , 92 

Whipping of Anthony Davis, and shooting of two of his children 95, 97 ' 

Intimidation of voters 95, 96 

Church-burnings in Chatham County 98 

States number of persons whipped ; has heard of no one being whipped who 

was not a republican; arms taken from negroes 99 

HARRILL, JOHN B., testimony of 201-215 

Is a native and resident of Rutherford County ; a member of the Invisible 

Empire of America, and a democrat; chara-cter of outrages in Rutherford.. 201 

Is initiated into the camp of which Jesse De Priest was chief 202 

Nature of the oath administered 203,205,212,213 

Names chiefs of camps or dens 203, 204 

Dens meet in disguise ; raid proposed ; negro whipped 204 

Second whipping of same man ; colored girl whipped; outrage upon an old man 205 
Names parties concerned in the raid upon Rutherfordton ; the raid political. 206 
Downey and another man whipped for betraying Ku-Klux secrets ; numbers 
sworn in at the superior court by Durham and Gatons ; has heard of a great 

many outrages in Cleveland County ; gives signs of recognition and pass-words 208 
Number of members in Cleveland and Rutherford Counties ; release of prisoners 
from Marion jail; number of persons whipped in Rutherford County; White 
Brotherhood, Invisible Empire, and Ku-Klux, the same ; from fitty to one 

hundred arrests and seventy-five confessions 309 

Names members who have absconded 210 

Object of the organization political ; raid on Biggerstaff 211 

Character and standing of members 212 

The McGahey (McGaha) case 213 

Confessions induced by the protection given by the United States Government 215 



INDEX. 



VII 



Page. 

Harnett County, outrages in 34, 35, 36 

Harvey, Mr,, and his sons, whipping of 139 

Hawkins, Martin, and wife, (white,) whipping of 107, lOB 

Hawkins, Martin, manner of whipping 108 

HESTER, JOSEPH G., testimony of. 13-19 

Is a native of the State and a resident of Raleigh ; is deputy marshal of the 
United States; arrests parties charged with going in disguise upon the 
premises of Mrs. Judd and others, and with burning church on land of Ander- 
son Dickens ; whipping of Mr. Judd and Bella Douglass ; arrests John Y. 

Thomas for the offense ; outrage upon Mr. Henderson Judd 13 

Outrage upon Anderson Dickens and wife ; gi^es details of the burning of the 
chnrch ; whipping of one of WiJliam Judd^s sons and of Stokes Judd ; out- 
rage upon Rover Warnock 15 

Details outrage upon Essie Harris ; arrests six persons engaged in it 15 

Whipping of Aaron V. Biggerstaff ; arrests parties engaged in it 16 

Thinks the organization known as Ku-Klux, White IBrotherhood, or Invisi- 
ble Empire, is on the increase ; the parties arrested claimed to belong to the 

conservative democratic party; the persons whipped were republicans 17 

Manner of whipping ; unknown man whipped 10 

Hoffmaster assaulted by Scoggins 372 

Holden, Governor W. W., correspondence accompanying third annual message. .. 5,67 

Holden, Governor W. W., impeachment of 257,275-277 

Holden, Governor W. W., militia force of 278-281 

Holden, Governor W. W., offer of reward for arrest of Lowry, by 295 

Holden, Governor W. W. , pardoning power as exercised by 275, 315 - 

Holland, William, whipping of 27, 112, 113 

Hope, Thomas A., communicates with J). Schenck relative to the organization of 

aKlan 397,398 

Hope, Thomas A., affidavit of 398,399 

Houser, Ben 138,219,223 

Houses broken into 30, 138 

Houses burned : 

Bryan, Elias 73 

Moore, Amos 134 

Howie, William R., character of J 84,85 

Howie, William R., outrage upon 37,38,51,52,59,62,65-67,74 

HOWLE, WILLIAM R., testimony of 51-65 

Is engaged in railroad contracting in Chatham County : has been threatened by 
the Ku-Klux several times, on account of his political principles ; canvassed 

the county for Holden, in opposition to Manning 51 

Details outrage upon himself and men 51, 52, 59, 62 

Two negroes, one white man, and three women whipped ; one negro shot 52 

Thinks the object of men riding disguised at night is the intimidation of 
voters ; effect of these outrages upon the sense of security ; outrage upon 

Frances Gillmore, Henderson Judd, Mr. Hanks, and a colored woman 53 

Tone of political sentiment in Chatham County 54 

Defines loyalty 54, 63 

Is injured in his business by political proscription 55, 56, 57 

Is threatened for taking part in politics 58 

Entered confederate army in 1861 ; was confined six weeks in the Old Capitol 

and eight months in Fort Delaware 61 

Terrorism among the people on account of Ku-Klux 63 

Huffstetler, H, R., Gaston County, dwelling of, burned 365 

HULL, EDWIN A., testimony of 65-72 

Is foreman for Mr. Howie 65 

Details outrage upon an old lady and her daughter, by whipping and shooting; 
whipping of a widow and two colored men ; colored man mortally wounded ; 

Mr. Howie's premises visited 65,66 

Political ppinion the cause of outrage 67, 68 

Was apprehensive of violence 68 

Apprehensions of the workmen 69 

Terrorism amon^ colored republicans ; whippings in Chatham County 70 

Has not heard ot any democratic contractor being disturbed 71 



Intimidation of complainants - . 1 39, 173 

Intimidation of jurors 24, 1 10 

Intimidation of witnesses 39, 40, 165.245 
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Intimidation of voters 29, 53, 95, 96, 136, 167, 169, 181, 225, 229 

Intimidation to compel membership to the Ku-Klux 222,234 

Invisible Empire 17, 181, 202, 209, 230 

Invisible Empire, cause of formation of 234, 235, 247, 325 

Invisible Empire, Constitutional Union Guard and Ku-Klux the same 44, 50 

Invisible Empire, division into Councils or Klans of the 32'2 

Invisible Empire, obligation or oath taken by members of.. .203, 205, 212, 2! 3, 217, 218, 222, 

231,317,321,320 

Invisible Empire, signs and passwords of 208,224,225,321,322 

- J. 

Jail in Hillsborough broken open 5 

Jail in Marion broken into and prisoners released 162, 209, 233 

Jenkins, Mr., (Gaston County,) barn of, burned 365 

Jenkins, Ibby, whipping of 23, 223 

Jenkins, Mrs., whipping of cook of , 28, 105 

Jenkins, Mrs., outrage upon 105 

JONES, Dr. PKIDE, testimony of 1-13 

Is a resident of Orange County ; was commissioned by Governor Holden to 
assist in suppressing the operations of the Ku-Klux in Orange County : Ku- 
^ Klux disbanded in four weeks ; instructions of the governor; method of pro- 
ceeding 1 

Whipping and hanging of negroes; did not regard the Ku-Klux as a political 

organization ; thinks it does not now exist in his part of the State 2 

The object of the organization was to prevent, by intimidation, the commission 
of crime ; papers were generally attached to the persons who were hung 

assigning the cause of hanging 3 

No trials had for these offenses ; thinks the Ku-Klux were mostly democrats, 
and that all hanged were negroes and republicans ; some white women were 

maltreated 4 

Jail in Hillsborough broken open, and two persons charged with barn-burning 

taken out by men in disguise 5 

Correspondence accompanying third annual message of Governor Holden, 

November 18, 1870, relative to appointment of witness 5, 6, 7 

Declines to give the names of the persons through whom he believes he influ- 

• enced the action of the Klan * 7, 8 

Hanging of five persons in Orange County S 

Conduct of the negroes bold and aggressive ; Loyal Leagues universal through- 
out the State ; understands that Governor Holden was at the head of the 

League ; negroes voting as a unit * 9 

Thinks that improper influences have been brought to bear upon the negroes, 
to alienate them from the white race ; the Union Leagues were organized 
generally by men from the North ; relations between the negroes and old 

citizens better now 10 

Thinks that the offenses committed by negroes were not attributable to the 
Leagues, but to individual acts of lawless negroes ; kindly feeling toward the 

negroes by their former owners 11 

Has held a commission as an officer in the confederate army, aud was mar- 
shal of the district court * 12 

Jones, Hamilton C, chief of the State 174, 203 

Judd, Henderson, outrage upon 13,53,78 

Judd, Henderson, whipping of negroes of 77, 73 

Judd, Stokes, whipping of 14 

Judd, William, whipping of 13 

Judd, William, whipping of son of 14 

Judiciary,' charges of corruption and incompetency of the 247,333-336 

Justice, James M., outrage upon 115, 122, 149, 158,219,220, 308,309 

JUSTICE, JAMES M., testimony of 102-164 

Is a native of the State and a resident of Rutherfordton ; is a lawyer, and a 

member of the legislature; belongs to the republican party i 102 

Ku-Klux outrages beyond the reach of the civil authorities 102, 103 

The Ku-Klux commenced their acts of violence in the State in the fall of 1868 ; 
very frequent in the spring of 1869, aud since, in Orange, Chatham, Ala- 
mance, Lenoir, Harnett, Sampson, Caswell, Guilford, Gaston, Lincoln, and 
Cleveland Counties ; a number of persons killed by hanging, shooting, and 

drowning; jails broken open, prisoners taken out and killed 103 

Republicans the victims with one exception ; disturbances suppressed in Ala- 
mance and Caswell Counties ; no offenders tried, convicted, and punished .. 104 



INDEX. IX 

Page. 

JUSTICE, JAMES M. : 

Outrage upon McGaboy's wife and Mrs. Jenkins; whipping of Mrs. Jenkins, 

Cook; and Alnion Owens ; Nelson Birge whipped for being a republican . 105 
Makes severe speeches against Ku-Klux in the canvass for the legislature ; 
whipping of Martin Daggett, Hamilton, Camp, a colored woman, and War- 
ren, a white woman ; colored men whipped on account of their politics 106 

Whipping of John Nodine 106, 107 

Whipping of Martin Hawkins and wife ; killing of IXecatur De Priest by Mc- 

Gahey, (McGaha) 107,108 

Manner of whipping Martin Hawkins ; robbing and shooting of a colored. man 

on Colonel Logan's farm 108 

Eobbing and whipping of Martin Parsons , 108, 109 

Whipping of his wife and mother ; number of whippings in Eutherford County ; 

none but republicans whipped 109 

Intimidation of jurors - - 110 

Whipping of Aaron Biggerstaff and daugnter, Mrs. Norville Ill 

Details outrage upon Biggerstaff and family, and upon Mr. Holland.. 112, 113, 114, 127 
AVhipping of Granville Miller ; threats against himself ; Rutherfordton guarded 

nightly - 114 

Abuse of Mr. Gillespie 115 

Details outrage upon himself 115-122, 149, 15S 

Gives names of parties engaged in the outrage 123, 124, 125, 131 

Describes raid upon the Star office, in Rutherfordton 126, 127 

Threats against Mr. Carpenter 122, 127 

Threats against Judge Logan 122, 127, 128 

His political course the cause of the outrage upon him - 129 

Whipping of Downey, accused of being a traitor to the Ku-KUix, and names of 

parties engaored therein 1 30-1 32 

Whipping of Downey's sister; thinks it not political 130, 131 

Killing of Silas Weston and his three children ; shooting of Polly Steadman ; 

names of parties engaged therein 132, 133 

Alleged assassins said to be republicans 1 33 

Number of cases of violence in Rutherford County 133, 136 

School-houses and churches burned 133, 134 

Whipping of Adeline Beam ; Amos Moore's house burned 134 

Whipping of Thomas Wood 134,135 

Whipping of Joseph Tessanier; names of parties engaged therein; Mr. 

Scoggins threatened - 1 35 

Republicanism the reason for these outrages ; thinks the object of the organiza- 
tion is to prevent the republican party from carrying the elections and to pre- 
vent the negro from voting at all ; intimidation of voters ; general feeling of 

alarm 138 

Man whipped by pretended preachers ; colored people not disposed to violence. 137 
William Carson's barn burned ; abuse of Mr. Gillespie ; whipping of Jonas 
Watts; T. P. Bradley's house broken into; whipping of Miller Taylor and 

wife, Joe Toms, Henry Howser, Martin Pearson, and Granville Miller I3S 

W^hipping of a number of the Logans, Mr. Harvey and his two sons ; negroes 
and others disarmed ; general state of ^dread on the part of republicans ; 
democrats in no danger ; no meeting of the Union League in Rutherford or 

Cleveland Counties since the presidential election 139 

Manner of organizing the League, and the nature of the obligation taken 140 

Relative vote in Rutherford County, white and colored 141 

Tone of the republican and democratic press relative to Ku-Klux 142, 143, 144 

McAfee and Plato Durham leading officers of the Ku-Klux 144 

Union League dissolved in the State ja iSQS 145 

Chiefs of camps in Rutherford County 146, 147, 148 

Attempt to shoot witness 150 

The McGahey (McGaha) case 151, 152 

Mr. Schenck's letter to General Blair concerning Judge Logan 153, 154 • 

Arrests James Sweezey ; is employed as counsel in thh cases of Downey and 

Biggerstaff 1E^5 

Abuse of Mr. Gillespie; names of parties engaged therein 156 

Names of parties engaged in the attack upon Biggerstaff 157 

The Ku-Klux organization and its effect 159 

Thinks that all the Ku-Klux are democrats 160, 161 

Jail in Marion broken into and prisoners released 162 

K. 

King, Reuben, killing of 285 
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Page. 

Ku-Klux, democratic meetinj^s to suppress the 178, ] 79 

Ground of justification of the 248 

Increase of the »•«»•»»•••«•««•-•••»••••-•••••»-••--.««« 17 

Names of, alleged'".. *.V 30, 31,91, 123-125,'l^30-i3-2,']35,'i56,']57^ 177, 178 

Organization, effect, &c., of the 1,2, 3,23,25, 41, 102, 103, 159, 176, 18*2, 185,209, 

210,212,215,226,244,343,345 

Political or democratic organization of the 4, 17, 21 , 22, 26, 29, 48, 49, 51, 55-58, G7, 

68,99, 103, 107, 109, 129, 136, 160, 161, 167, 193-196, 199, 203,206,211,220,234 

White Brotherhood and Invisible Empire identical 44, 181, 202, 209, 230 

Ku-Klux bill, efficacy of the 41,42,43 

L. 

Leprislature, alleged corruptions, &c.,ofthe 255,256,273,274 

LEITCH, GILES, testimony of J 283-304 

Is a native of the State, and a resident of Lumberton, Eobeson County ; has 
been county registrar, member of the house of commons, and State senator ; 

is a lawyer ; relative vote in the county 28!5 

Character of the population of the county 283,284,293 

Condition and character of the Lowry family, from 1776 to date 284 

Attack upon and killing of the leaders of the Lowry band by confederate sol- 
diers in 1865 ; murder of Reuben King by the band ; effect of the Freed- 
men*s Bureau upon the band ; Henry Berry Lowry the leader of the band. . 285 

Alurders committed by the band 286,287 

Describes region of country occupied by the band 286, 287, 296, 297 

Men driven off by the band ; thinks it is republican 287 

Arrangements for the capture of the band ; arrest of their wives and concubines : 
their release through fear caused by Henry Berry Lowry 's threats; killing 

of three and wounding of four of the guard 283 

Public sentiment of negroes against one of their numbet voting the democratic 

ticket * 289 

Release of prisoners by Henry Berry Lowry 290, 300 

Opinion as to the ability of the State authorities to capture the outlaws 290,291 

Thinks the state of affairs in Robeson County is a consequence of the rebellion 291 
Thinks there is no other cause of disquietude in Robeson or Richmond Counties 

except the Lowry band , 292 

Outrages committed upon Lowry and his family during the rebellion.. . : 293, 294 

Names families resident in Scuffletown 294 

Reward offered by the governor for the apprehension of Lowry and his men ; 

Lowry's action not justified by the "people 295 

Probable political effect of the arrest and conviction of Lowry's band 295, 296 

Comparative efficiency of United States troops and sheriff's posse 297 

Number of Lowry's relatives and friends killed and outraged 29vS 

Number of men in the county effective as sheriff's posse 299 

Politics of Lowry and his men ; they disguise when they go to commit robbery. 300 
Protest of Judge Russell against the action of the grand jury in the case of cer- 
tain parties charged with homicide 292, 303 

Republican party organized in the State in 1868 ' 303 

Lewis, John G., initiates D. Schenck into the Ku-Klux 383 

Logan, Judge G. W., alleged incompetency and corruption of 247, 304, 313, 314, 332 

Logan, Judge G. W., meeting of the Charlotte bar for the removal of 305 

Logan, Judge G. W., threats by Ku-Klux against 122, 127, 128 

Logan, Judge G. W., charged with manifesting political animosity to B. Schenck. 363 

Logan, Judge G. W., activity of 379 

Logan, Judge G. W., fails to attend the Cleveland court 401,402 

Logans, whipping of a number of the - 139 

Lowry family, the condition and character of 284 

Lowry's band 253, 272, 273, 339 

Lowry's band, outrages, &c., of 284-288,290,300,310,311 

Lowry's baud, attacks upon . . . , 285, 293, 294, 298 

Lowry's band said to be republican 287, 300 

Lowry's band organized before the war 301 

Loyal League 96, 97, 246, 269, 338, 339 

Loyal League the cause of Ku-Klux 250,251 

M. 

McAfee, Colonel, chief of camp 144, 175,203,322 

McBrayer, Madison, chief of camp 174,205,220 

McGahey, (McGaha,) case of, (killing of Decatur De Priest by) 107, 108, 151, 152, J65, 

188-194, 198, 109,213,226-230 
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McGahey's (McGaha) wife, outrage upon , 22, 105 

Mellen offers to hang Massagee 291 

Miller, Granville, whipping of 27, 114,138 

Mills, Ladson A., jr., chief of camp 174 

Mimms, Mr., outrage upon 82 

Moore, Amos, burning of house of , ] 34 

Morris, Amos, identified by D. Schenck 389 



N. 

Nodine, John, whipping of 

Norville, Mrs., whipping of 

Number of whippings, &c., in Rutherford County. 
Number of whippings, &c., in Chatham County. ., 

O. 

Opinion of A. W. Shaffer as to effect of making towns and counties responsible for 



outrages committed therein 45,46 

Opinion of A. W. Shaffer as to effect of political disabilities 46, 48 

Opinion of A. W. Shaffer as to effect of sixth section of enforcement act 47 

Opinion of A. W. Shaffer as to the eflScacy of the Ku-Klux bill 41 , 42, 43 

Orange County, an organization of the Invisible Empire in 324 

Organization for the purpose of barn-burning 83, 85 

Outrage upon an old man 205 

Outrage upon Biggerstaff, Aaron, and family 20, 112, 113, 114, 127, 170^172 

Outrage upon Biggerstaff, Samuel 22, 151, 154, 165, 188-194, 198,213,247,248,251, 

267,305-308 

Outrage upon Carpenter, Henry, (colored) , 22,223 

Outrage upon Dickens, Anderson, and wife, (white) 14 

Outrage upon Gilmore, Frances, (colored) 36,37,53 

Outrage upon Gilmore, Frances, (white) 37 

Outrage upon Hanks, (Hance,) Mr., (white) 53,77,78 

Outrage upon Harris, Essie, (colored) 15, 32-34, 87, 88-94, 101 

Outrage upon Howie, W. R., (white) 37, 38, 51, 52, 59, 62, 65-67, 74 

Outrage upon Jenkins, Mrs 105 

Outrage upon Justice, James M 115-122, 149, 158, 219, 220, 308, 309 

Outrage upon Judd, Henderson 13, 53, 77, 78 

Outrage upon McGahey's (McGaha) wife 22, 105 

Outrage upon Mimms, Mr 82 

Outrage upan Perkins, Sampson, (colored) 91 , 92 

Outrage upon Warnock, Rover 14 

Outrage upon women 49, 53, 65-67 

Outrages, character of 165,201 

Outrages in Harnett County 34-36 

. Outrages, number in Rutherford County of 166 

Owens, Almon, (white,) whipping of 28,105,223 

Owens, Nancy, whipping of 28 

P. * 

Pardoning power, as Exercised by Governor Holden 275, 315 

Pearson, Martin, whipping of 27, 138,223 

Pearson, Martin, robbing of 108, 109 

Pearson, Martin, whipping of mother of - 109 

Pearson, Martin, whipping of wife of 27 

Perkins, Samuel, outrage upon 91,92 

Peterson, Rev. J. R., ^Gaston County,) dwelling of, buined 365 

Pettis, Allen, arrest of, without warrant, in Cleveland County, by the military 

authorities from York district. South Carolina 380,381 • 

Pettis, Allen, charged with being accessory to the murder of Roundtree 382,413 

Press, sentiment as to Ku-Klux outrages by democratic and republican 142-144, 

167, 182, 183, 184, 243, 244, 351, 352 

Q. 

Quinn, a negro, raid upon 387 



R. 

Raid proposed 

Raid upon Rutherfordton 



.22,27,106,107 
...111,170-172 
26, 109, 133, 136 

, 99 
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Raid upon the Star Office 126, 127, 176, 177 

Rapes, cases of 268,269,371 

Ramsey, Mrs., whipping of 27 

Ramsour, Virgil, mobbed 363 

Ramsour Afraid to go before the grand jury 393 

Republicanism the reason for whipping, &c 4, 17, 21 , 22, 26, 29, 55-58, G7, 68, 99, 103, 

104, 105, 106, 107, 109, 129, 136, 167, 220 

Rhodes, Isaac, whipped in Gaston County 400 

Rourke whipped by pretended preachers 104,137, 167 

Robbings : 

Colored man, robbing of a 108 

Parson§^ Martin, robbing of 108, 109 

Rutherford County, an organization of the Invisible Empire in 326 

Rutherfordton guarded nightly 114, 178 

Rutherford ton, names of parties engaged in the raid upon 206 

Rutherfordton, raid upon 176,177 

S. 

Sandford, Miss, attempted rape upon by a militiaman . 371 

SCHENCK, DAVID, testimony of ^ 362 

Democrat ; Lincoln County ; lawyer 362 

Charges Judge Logan with political animosity to him ^ 363 

Joins a* secret political society in 1868 363, 383 

^Obligation taken 363,384 

Circumstances of the initiation 364, 383, 383 

The organization becomes perverted, and he withdraws from it February, 

1870 364,378,384 

Barn-burnings in Gaston County 365 

Thfi Shotwell oath ; the Leach oath 366 

Statement of the BiggerstaiF case ' 367 

Ramsour and Abernethy mobbed 368 

Punishment of, by Judge Logan, for contempt 369 

Memorial of the bar to the legislature setting forth the incompetency of Judge 

Logan 370 

Action of the bar at Charlotte condemning Judge Logan and sympathizing 

with the witness ; instances of the partisan partiality of Judge Logan 371 

Acts of the Scogginses 372, 373 

Arrest and confession of P. Z. Baxter and Anderson Davis and their accom- 
plices 373 

Sale of discharges by the marshals after having made arrests for Ku-Kluxing. 376, 379 
Arrest of Pettis by the military authorities of South Carolina without warrant - . 380, 382 

Origin of the Invisible Empire 385 

Has in bis possession a sheet of foolscap received from Gaston County contain- 
ing part of the Ku-Klux constitution 390 

Meeting at the office of 390 

Induces Berrier to break up a Klan 391 

Ku-Klux offer to hang Massagee 391 

"Puke courts" 394 

Letter of Governor Bragg to the witness in 1870, relative to Ku-KJux outrages. 396, 410 
Communication with Thomas A. Hope, Reaves, and Fete relative to organiz- 
ing a Klan 397, 398 

Affidavit of Hope 398,399 

Communication to Senator Blair relative to Judge Logan's failure to attend 

the Cleveland court 402 

Attack on Collector Wiley 403 

Constitution of the Ku-Klux-Klan as brought out in the trials at Raleigh , 414 

Schenck, William, implicated in the burnings in Gaston County., 385 

School-houses burned 27,28,73, 133, 134 

Scoggins, Mr., threatened 135 

Scoggins, Bill, deputy marshal, assaults Hoffmaster and is fined ten dollars by 

Judge Logan 1 372 

Scoggins shoots Lapaugh ' 373 

Scoggins, character of 376 

Scoggins, attempt of, to swindle the government 381 

Scoggins, no complaint of, conduct of the appointing power 407 

Scoggins, Nathan, United States commissioner, joined the Ku-Klux in 1869 372 

SHAFFER, A. WEBSTER, testimony of 31-51 
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SHAFFEK, A. WEBSTER 

Is a resident of Raleigh ; is register in bankruptcy and United States commis- 
sioner ; has issued warrants in about twenty-five cases against disguised per- 
sons charged with assaulting the persons and houses of colored people in 

Johnson, Chatham, Harnett, and Moore counties 31 

Gives character of the cases 32 

Details outrage upon Essie Harris, and proceedings before the commissioner. 32, 33, 34 

Details outrage in Harnett County • 34,35,30 

Details outrage upon Francis Gilmore, colored, by whipping and mutilating.. 36,37 
Details outrage upon Frances Gilmore, (white ;) whipping of one negro and the 

shooting of another ; whipping and mutilating of a girl 37 

Outrage upon Howie 37, 38 

Intimidation of complainants and witnesses 39,40 

Thinks the Ku-Klux organization is still in existence but its operations con- 
fined to some eight or ten counties 41 

Gives his opinion as to the eflScacy of the Ku-Klux bill 41,4*2, 43 

Thinks the Ku-Klux and the White Brotherhood are the same 44 

Manner of setting up aliUs in North Carolina 45 

' His opinion as to the effect of making the town or county responsible 

for the outrage committed x 45, 46 

His opinion as to the effect of political disabilities 46, 48 

Has heard that the present condition of affairs was brought on by the disorders 
and immoralities of the negroes and other republicans ; his opinion as to the 

effect of sixth section of the enforcement act 47 

Thinks the Ku-Klux organization entirely political 43,49 

Thinks the Union Leagne preceded the Ku-Klux, and that it was exclusively 

a political institution ; outrage upon a woman by whipping and mutilating. 49 

Constitutional Union Guard and Invisible Empire the same as Ku-Klux 50 

Shooting of— * 

A negro 37,52, 108 

An old lady and her daughter 65 

Beam, Dick 224 

Burgess, Barney, by Essie Harris 90 

Clark, Joe, by Essie Harris 90 

Davis, Anthony, two children of 95 

Steadman, Polly 132, 133 

Sh6twell, Captain K. A,, chief of camp and editor of twodemocratic journals.. -173,204,220 

Character of 392 

Simmons, Mrs., whipping of 28 

Star office, Rutherfordton, raid upon 126, 127, 176, 177 

Steadman, Polly, shooting of 132,133 

Summey, Peter, identified by D. Schenck 389 

Sumner, Benjamin, identified by D. Schenck 389 

T. 

Taxation, rate of State 341, 350, 351 

Taylor, M. E., whipping ot 28 

Taylor, Miller, and wife, whipping ot 138 

Tessanier, Joseph, whipping of *. 28, 135 

Testimony of Bryan, Elias 72-86 

Testimony of Carpenter, J. B 19-31 

Testimony of Durham, Plato 304-353 

Testimony of Eaves, J. B 164-201 

Testimony of Grant, James L .* T. 230-236 

Testimony of Guion, H. W 246-283 

Testimony of Harrill, John B 201-215 

Testimony of Harris, Essie 86-102 

Testimony of Hester, Joseph G .' 13-19 

Testimony of Howie, William R 51-65 

Testimony of Hull, Edwin A 65-72 

Testimony of Jones, Dr. Pride 1-13 

Testimony of Justice, James M 102-164 

Testimony of Leitch, Giles 283-304 

Testimony of Schenck, David 362-415 

Testimony of Shaffer, A. W 31-51 

Testimony of Wells, Marcus M 215-230 

Testimony of Woodfin. Nicholas W 236-245 

Thompson, Fraijk, Gaston County, dwelling of, fired 365 

Thompson, Monroe, intimidates Levi Guion from voting 368 
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Thomburg, Joseph, illicit whisky belonging to, taken by the revenue officers, and 

is recaptured 400 

Threats : 

Carpenter, J. B., threatened ' 122, 127 

Eaves, John, threatened 123 

Justice, James M. , threatened 114 

Logan, Judge G. W, threatened 128 

Scoggins, Mr., threatened 135 

Toms, Bob, Vi^hipping of , 27,219,223 

Troubles in the South, incompetency of officials, bad government, &c., the cause 
of 47,307,309-313,347 

U. 

Union League, a political institution 40, 251 

Union League, dissolved in the State, in 1883 145 

Union League, organization and nature of the obligation of the 140 



Union League, no meeting in Eutherford and Cleveland Counties, since 1868, of the. 139, 168 

V. 

Voters, white and colored, in Rutherford County 
Voters, white and colored, in Cleveland County. 
Voters, white and colored, in Eobesou County. . 

W, 



Warnock, Rorer, outrage upon 14 

Warren, Ann, whipping of , 28, 1 06 

Watts, Jonas, whipping of 138 

Webster, William, chief of camp 174,204,220 

Weir, Boyce, assaults Robinson and is acquitted by Judge Logan 371 

WELLS, MARCUS M., testimony of 215-230 

Is a resident of Rutherford County ; belongs to the democratic party, and is a 

member of the Invisible Empire or Ku-Klux 215 

Joins camp of J, R. De Priest, at the Red Tavern; 4hinks the dens were des- 
ignated by numbers ; number of members of De Priest's den 216 

A den organized in Colfax Township 217 

Gives details of the order, and the nature of the oath 217,218,222 

Whippping of Robert Toms and Ben Houser ; gun taken from Henry Car- 
penter • 219,223 

Raid on Mr. Justice 219,220 

Kumber of dens in the county; De Priest, McBrayer, Witherow, Fayette Eaves, 
Edgington, and Webster, chief of dens ; thinks the organization was to 

operate against the republicans 220 

Thinks more than fifty confessions have been made by members of the order ; 

character of the disguises worn 221 

Thinks there was intimidation to compel membership 222 

Whipping of Almon Owens, Ibby Jenkins, Martin Pearson 223 

Whipping and shooting of Dick Beam ; attack on Biggerstaff 224 

Gives signs and pass-words of the order 224, 225 

Intimidation of voters - 225,229 

McGahey's (McGaha) case .\ 226-230 

Weston, Silas, and his three -children, killing of 132, 133 

Whipping of — 

Beam, Adeline 134 

Beam, Dick 224 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V 16,20,27, 111, 170-172,211,224,227,251-253,305 

Biggerstaff, Aaron V., daughter of 21,27, 111, 170-172 

Birge, Nelson 105 

I^uchanan, Mr 75 

Bradley family, the. 21 

Brooks, Elizabeth 23 

Calvert, Walton : 27 

Campbell, John 75 

Daggett, Martin- 27, 106 

Davis, Anthony 95,97 

Democrats 330 

Douglass, Bella, (colored) 13 



141,168, 341 
.... 181,341 

283 
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Whipping of— 

Downey, Mr 130-132,182,207 

Downey, Mr., sister of 130, 131 

Gilmore, Frances, (white) 37 

Gilmore, Frances, sister of 75 

Gilmore, Francis, (colored) 36,37 

Girl 37,205 

Hall, Lightner 28 

Hamilton, (colored) 106 

Harvey, Mr., and his two sons, (white) 139 

Hawkins, Martin and wife, (white) 107, 108 

Holland, William i 27,112,113 

Houser, Ben 138,219,223 

JenkinS; Ibby 28,223 

Jenkins, Mrs., cook of 105 

Judd, William, (colored) 13 

Judd, William, son of 14 

Judd, Stokes " 14 

Logans, a number of the 139 

Men, names unknown 19, 37, 52, 65, 67, 77, 78, 106, 204, 205 

Miller, Granville 27,114,138 

Nodine; John - 22, 27, 106, 107 

Owens, Almon 28,105,223 

Owens, Nancy 27 

Pearson, Martin 27, 108, 109, 139,223 

Pearson, Martin, mother of 108, 109 

Pearsoil, Martin, wife of 108, 109 

Ramsey, Mrs 27 

Kourke, 104,137,163 

Simmons, Mrs., (white) 28 

Taylor, Miller, and wife, (white) 138 

Taylor, M. E 23 

Tessanier, Joseph 28, 135 

Toms, Bob 27,219,223 

Warren, Ann, (white) 28, 106 

Watts, Jonas, (colored) 138 

Wood, Thomas 134, 135 

Women, names unknown 49,52,65-67 

Whippings in Chatham County 70 

Whippings, manner of the 22,27,106-108 

Whippings not done to influence the colored vote 345 

Whippings, number, in Chatham County, of 99 

Whippings, number, in Cleveland County, of 319 

Whippings, number, in Rutherford County, of 23,26,109,209 

Whippings, republicanism the reason lor 21 , 22, 26, 29, 99, 104, 105, 109, 129, 136, 167 

White Brotherhood, Invisible Empire, and Ku-Klux the same 17, 44, 50, 181, 209 

White, James H., (Gaston County,) l3arn of. burned 365 

Witherow, John, chief of camp 204, 220 

Witnesses, list of. (See Testimony.) 

Wimble, Thomas W., deputy marshal, specimen of discharges given by 375 

Wood, Thomas, (white,) whipping of ^ - 134,135 

WOODFIN, NICHOLAS W., testimony of 236-245 

Is a native of the State, and a resident of Asheville, Buncombe Couuty ; has 
been a member of the State senate and of the secession convention of 1861 ; is 
a lawyer; thinks there is no want of security to life or property in his section 
of the State 236 

Has no knowledge of the existence of organized bands whose object is to vio- 
late the laws, except from hearsay ; has heard of disturbances in Rutherford, 
Cleveland, and Catawba Counties 237 

Thinks there is no obstruction to the execution of the processes of the courts, 
or any difficulty in bringing persons to justice for crimes ; but that there may 
be difficulty in obtaining testimony in certain cases 233 

Thinks thero is no interference with the voting of republicans and negroes ; 
gives details of fight at Asheville on the day of election, two years ago ; 
'eighteen colored men wounded and one killed ; no white man badly wounded ; 
one or two touched in the leg 239 

The men engaged indicted for rioting ; nolle pros, entered 240 

Gives his opinion as to the effect of the removal of disabilities -. 240, 241 

Outrage upon Brooks, (colored,.) by the Hunnicuts, not political 1- 241 
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WOODFIN, NICHOLAS W. : 

But few Ku-Klux disturbances beyond the Blue Kidge; a few in Catawba 
County, but the parties engaged were not identified ; behavior-of the colored 
people generally good 842 

Gives number of colored voters in Yancey, Madison, Transylvania, Jackson, and 

Buncombe Counties, and total vote in the latter 243 

' Course of the public press of the South in treating of these disturbances 243, 244 

Voted for secession ; is under disabilities, and has applied to Congress to be 
relieved ; thinks disguises are resorted to to prevent detection 244 

Thinks the best remedy for these outrages is vigorous action upon the part of 
the courts ; thinks vengeance might be visited upon witnesses that would 
expose and convict the parties concerned in these outrages 245 



TESTIMONY. 

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



Wasiid^gton, D. C, June 5, 1871. 

Dr. PRIDE JONES sworn and examined. 

By the CnAiHAiAN : 
Question, In what part of the State of North Carolina do you live ? 
Anmer, In Orange County. 
Question, How long have you resided there ? 
Answer. About forty -five years. 

Question. 1 understand that you were commissioned by Governor Holdeu in March, 
1870, for the purpose of assisting him in suppressing or putting an end to the opera- 
tions of the Ku-Klux in that county. 

Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Please give us your knowledge, derived from that investigation at that 
time, of the existence of the organization there ; and then go on and state to us 
whether it still continues to exist there, and what effect your action there, or con- 
gressional legislation, has had upon the existence of that organization. 

Ansicer. There was an organization existing there at that time. In four weeks after 
Governor Holden gave me this commission they were all disbanded, and there has been 
no Ku-Klux operation there since that time that I am aware of. 

Question. -Will you state whether you were in personal communication with those 
who were believed to influence and control that organization ? 

Answer. Of course I had to try and ascertain who belonged to the organization, in 
order to operate upq^ them and induce them to disband. 

Question, Did they confess to you the existence of the organization ? 

Answer. I cannot recollect that they made any positive confession, but I was satis- 
fied of the fact that the organization did exist. 

Question, By what means were their operations influenced at that time ? 

Ansivei'. Governor Holden, in his first proposition to me, proposed that if the organi- 
zation would disband, he would not hold them responsible, so far as he was concerned, 
for any past transactions, provided they would commit no further offenses. Though 
that was not expressed in his written ii*structions to me, it was his first proposition 
conveyed to me verbally through Mr. John W. Norwood, a citizen of our town. Acting 
upon that, I told them that it was clearly to their interest to disband and commit no 
further oflenses ; that I thought it was all wrong anyhow, and they did disband. 

Question. To whom did you go ? 

Answer. To persons whom I suspected, ^om my knowledge of men in the county ; I 
did not ask them in so many words, " Do you belong to this organization ? " I went to . 
these persons and said, " Here is Governor I lolden's proposition." Some of them may 
have told me that they belonged to the Ku-Klux Klan ; I think it very likely that 
some of them did ; but I do not recollect now. But I approached those who from my 
knowledge of men I was induced to believe did belong to the organization. I did not 
ask theni the question whether they belonged to it or not. 

Question, Did they stipulate with you that there should be immunity for past 
offenses? 

Anstver, No, sir ; there* was no stipulation of that sort at all. I just told them that 
that was Governor Hoi den's proposition, through Mr. Norwood; that, so far as he, the 
Governor, was concerned, he would not interfere with them for past offenses, provided 
they committed no further offenses. 

Question. You communicated that proposition to them ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, and made it generally understood through the county. I stated 
that prnfn^itinn tft mr^^ I'liflnnnpn,^ in ftyf^ry pnrfj^^n o f the county, whom I , ap- 
• preached. . * \ 
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Question, What had been the character of the offense which led to this effort to snp» 
press them ? 
Answer. The offenses were hanging negroes. 
Queslion. Any other offenses ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, some others ; some whipping ; some parties had been whipped. 
Question, Had these outrages been committed by persons in disguise? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; it was not known who they were« 

Question. What number of such offenses had there been in that county prior to your 
selection or appointment? 

Answer. There had been four or five persons hanged; I am not certain which num- 
ber ; and there had been several whippings ; I do not recollect the number ; I do not 
know that I ever knew the number. 

Question. I will read a paragraph from your communication to the Governor, dated 
March 4, 1870 : " I would further suggest that your instructions upon the subject of 
oblivion and pardon of the past be explicit and clear, or my labors may be unavailing.'' 
Was that your belief, and is it still your belief, that without the offer of pardon to the 
persons who had been guilty of these offenses, you could not have succeeded in sup- 
pressing these outrages f 

Answer. I believe I should have succeeded anyhow. 

Question. Without that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I will read the next paragraph in your letter: ."It may be* proper to add 
that I am not a member of the ' Ku-Klux ' or any other secret political organization 
whatever." Did the organization partake at that time, in your estimation, of a polit- 
ical character ? 

Answer. 1 did not know anything about'it, whether it partook of a political character 
or not, at that time. I judged from their action that it did not. But I wanted the 
governor to understand that I did not belong to that or any secret political organiza- 
tion whatever. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Do you mean that it was not a political organization ? 
Answer. I did not think it was a political organization, but I wanted the governor to 
know that I did not belong to any secret political organization whatever. 
Question. Or any other secret organization. 

Ansicer. I belonged to the Masonic fraternity. I used the term "secret political 
organization " in contradistinction to the Masonic fraternity. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I supposed from this expression in your letter that you then regarded it as 
a secret political organization. 

Answer. I did not so regard it ; others did; Governor Holden so fegarded it. 

Question, When you went to these persons and requested them to desist from these 
outrages, was there at any time any denial by them of their knowledge of these hang- 
ings and whippings ? 

Answer, I think not. 

Queslion. Is it your impression, and was it then, that tliese hangings and whipping* 
had been inflicted with the knowledge of that organization? 
Answer, Yq^j sir ; I do not think there is any„ question of that. 
Question. You say that they then ceased. ^ ' 
Answer, They did. 

Question. Have you any reason to believe that the organization still exists, and could 
be called into action again if they desired, to produce the same results ? 

Answer. I do not think it now exists; I do not think there is any organization what- 
ever of that character in my part of the State. 

Queslion. What evideuce have you of this disbandment ; anything else than the ces- 
sation of these outrages ? 

Answer. No, sir ; and the parties who I believed belonged to the organization told me 
that they would disband. 

Question. Have you any objections to giving the committee the names of the persons 
who you say were members of it ? 

. Answer. I should object to giviiig the names for this reason : I approached them as a 
confidential agent between them and Governor Holden. It was a confidential mission 
on my part, and I should not like to give their names without their consent. If they 
have no objections I would have none ; but it would be a breach of confidence on my 
part to givp their names withput their consent, and I would not like to do so. 

Question. Was that a part of the stipulation with them on your part, acting as the 
agent of Governor Holden, that their names should not be revealed ? 

An8wa\ It was not a part of the stipulation, but I think it was an implied thing. 

Question. Have you their word that the organization is actually disbanded, or have- • 
you anything to satisfy you of the disbanding of the organization other than the ces- 
eation of these outrages ? 
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Answer, My reason for that belief is this: Some persons, I could not name one if I 
were disposed to do so, told me that it was disbanded ; that all the organizations were 
disbanded. 

Question, Did you get to know the form of the organization ? 

Anstver, No, sir. 

Question. Or the purpose of it. 

Answer. So far 51s I could learn the purpose was by intimidation to prevent the 
further commission of crime. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. On the part of somebody else. 

Answer. Commission of crime on the part of other parties. I think, so far as I was 
able to learn, that was clearly the object of the organization. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Was its secret constitution or rules revealed to you ? 
Answer, No, sir ; tlfey were not revealed to me. 

Question. What avowal of purpose was made to you by any one connected with the 
organization ? 

Aimcer. The purport of it was this; That barns were being burned, women were 
afraid to go about the country for fear of being ravished by negroes, and the law would 
not punish them ; there was inefficiency somewhere ; they could not get protection, 
and they got up this organization to protect themselves by punishing a few who were 
obviously guilty, and thereby preventing others from committing that sort of offenses. 

Question. In avowing that, did they go on to say that they felt they the'mselves 
would not be punished for hanging and whipping others? 

Answer. They took their" chances of that. 

Question. Did they say anything on that subject to you ? 

An8wei\ I do not recollect that they did. 

Question. Were any of them ever convicted or punished for offenses of that character 
in your county f 
Answer, No, sir ; they were never identified or found out. 

Question, What was there, either in the position or conduct of men in that commu- 
nity, which led you to believe that they were members of that organization, so as to 
indicate the men to whom you should go ? 

Answer, I can hardly specify anything ; it was just from my general knowledge of 
men. 

Question: Would not the same knowledge of men which enabled you to designate 
those persons as the proper persons to speak to on the subject, also have designated 
them as persons to be ari'ested and tried lor the offenses ? 

Answer. I never thought of it in that light ; I was no officer of the law, and never 
viewed the matter in that light. 

Question. I am not speaking of it as a reflection upon you ; but could not the same 
knowledge have been obtained by officers of the law so as to enable them to bring 
these persons to justice f 

Answer. I suppose it could; they ought to have known the citizens of the community 
as well as I did. 

• ^ • 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, I did not understand you'to say that you knew these men had committed 
these crimes ; you simply suspected that they had. 
Answer, I had no idea who committed the crimes. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, Who were the men who told you that the Ku-IClux were organized for the 
purpose of punishing men who had committed other crimes ? 
Answer. I cannot tell who. ♦ 
Question, You cannot state who they were ? 

Ansiver, I do not recollect; I never expected to think of the matter again; I cannot 
recall the names. 

Question, lujudf;ing whether it was a political organization or not, were you governed 
by the fact that most of the persons who were victims of these wrongs were of one 
political party ; or how did you account for that t 

Answer^ I judged in this way ; there were papers generally attached to the persons of 
those who were hung. In one case it would be, " You are hung for barn-burning ;" in 
another case it would be, *'You are hung for threatening to ravish" someone; or 
something to that effect. Those cards were attached to the bodies of the persons who 
were executed — or rather hung, not executed. 

Question. Was there any difficulty, where a person was kuown to have committed 
• such an offense as barn-burning or violation of chastity, to bring him to justice in the 
courts ? 
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' Answer, It was thought there was. 

Question. Were any persons tried in your courts for such offenses ? 

Answer, I do not recollect of any trial of that kind in my county. There were some 
trials for theft ; that was the highest grade of offense. In other counties negroes were 
tried and convicted and sent to the penitentiary, and perhaps the next day were 
tamed out. 

Question, By pardon ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and it wasjthe very general impression throughout the community 
with everybody that it was a very hard matter to have justice inflicted upon a negro. 

By Mr. Van Trump : ^ — 

Question, Had there been frequent pardons of that character ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. By whom had those pardons beeii granted ? 
Answer. By the governor, I think. 
Question. By Governor Holden ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What year did he go into office ? 

Answer, I do not recollect ; about two years ago, as well as I recollect j I am not 
certain. 

Question, Had any of these outrages by this organization occurred before the com- 
mencement of his term, the hanging of negroes, or whipping of negroes ? 

Answer. I really do not recollect; I think it probable there had, but I do not 
recollect. 

Question. Are these same persons who you believe controlled men in the Ivu-Klux 
organization living in that county yet ? 
Answer. I presume they are. 

Question. What were the party relations of those men as a general rule ; were they 
republicans or democrats ? 
Answer. 1 think they were mostly democrats. 

Question. What were the party relations of the men who had been hanged or 
whipped? 

Answer, All of those who were hanged were negroes. 
Question, Had they acted with the republican party ? 
Answer. I presume they had. 

Question. Were there any instances of white men beiug the victims of such proceed- 
ings-in your county ? 

Answer. I have no recollection of any. There were some instances of white women 
who had their heads shaved, and were otherwise maltreated j I have no recollection of 
any white men being maltreated. 

Question. What, in point of time, is the last instance of these outrages in that county 
that you recollect ? 

Answer, There was a man hung ; I never knew for what, I never heard any reason 
why he was hung ; he was a negro man ; I do not recollect his name. 
3 Question. You yourself acted with the democratic party, and denounced these out- 
rages. ^ • ^ . - - • 

Answer. I did not approve of them ; I do not recollect to have denounced them. 

Question. You did not approve of them ? ' 

Answer. No, sir: 

Question. If there had been a general denunciation of those outrages on the part of 
the white people of that region, if they had not received tacit acquiescence, do you 
believe they would have gone to the extent they did ? 

Answer. 1 think it probable they would not. 

Question. Was it that which led to their assuming somewhat of a party aspect, either 
in that or other portions of - the State ? 

Answer. In my State, I suppose the fact that it assumed a party aspect was simply 
owing to this : The persons who were hung or otherwise punished were negroes, and it 
was done by white people. 

By Mr. Van Truivip : 
Question, And no negroes were democrats ? 

An8f.cer, I believe there were about two in the whole county who were demgcracts. 
By the Chairman : 

Question, Were you requested to act in this capacity, in consequence of it being 
known that you did not approve either of the organization or of ith acts, *nd that you 
were believed to have influence with the people of that county where you were well 
known, to induce them to stop ? Was that the reason ? 

Answer. The reason of my appointment was this : Governor Holden said that he 
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^vould appoint any man that any respectable number of citizens would recommend to 
him, and they recommended me to hira. What reasons they had for their recommend- 
ation, I do not know ; they never told me. 

Question. Has the passage of the law by Congress at its recent session, known as the 
Ku-Klux law, had any effect upon the sentiment of your county or region, in reference • 
to this organization ? 

Anmcer. None that I am aware of. 

QuesUon. Were you in Hillsboro at the time the jail was broken open and some men 
were taken out of-^ it ? 

Answer. I do not live exactly in town, a little out of town ; I was at my home at the 
time. 

Question. Was that done by this organization 1 

Ans^ver. It was done by men in disguise ; I suppose they were Ku-Klux. 
Question, How many men were taken from the prison at that time ? 
Answei'. I think two, as well as I recollect. 
Question, Were they charged with the offense of barn-burning ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

'Question. Did you, in your communication with any of these parties, ascertain who 
were the persons who did that f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have no knowledge of who did it ? ^ ^ * 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were the passwords, or any of the means of recognition among these men, 
communicated to you ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They studiously kept from you all the interior forms of the organization in 
your communication with them ? 

Answer. 1 did not seek to obtain any information of that sort. 

Question. They did nothing further than to justify the organization as a means of 
preventing crime j that was the extent to which their admissions went 7 

Answer. So far as I recollect, that was ; there may have been some who said that they 
were members of the organization, but they were not many ; I do not think I could 
name a single one. 

Question. When you put yourself into communication with them, did any of them 
propose that you should become a member of the organization ? . 
Answer. No, sir ; no proposition of that sort was made to me. 

Question. J understand you to be unwilling to give us the names of the persons with 
whom you did communicate as members of that organization, upon the ground that 
what occurred between you and them was confidential ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. And with your permission I would remark that one of the expres- 
sions which I recollect very distinctly having been repeated at various times by differ- 
ent persons — I cannot say at various times either ; it was repeated several tiines by 
two or three different persons when I approached them and told them my object — the 
expression was that they were glad of it ; that they were tired of the concern ;*it 
ought to be stopped. That is about as much admission of their being members as they 
gave to me. 

Question. 1 understand you that before any communication with these parties upon 
the subject of the organization, you made a preliminary statement to them that you 
were authorized by the governor to say that there would be immunity for past 
offenses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you have any authority from the governor to operate with witnesses, 
or with persons by which you could obtain secret information, and make promises that 
they should not be prosecuted ? 

Anstvei'. I stated that such a proposition was made to me in the first instance from 
the governor, through Mr. John R. Norwood. 

[The Chairman then read to the committee the following correspondence, accom- 
panying the third annual message of Governor Holden, of North Carolina, to the gen- 
eral assembly of North Carolina, November 18, 1870 :] 

" Hillsborough, N. C, March 4, 1870. 
" Sir: 'On the 3d instant I had a long conversation with Mr. John W. Norwood in 
reference to an interview; that he has recently had with your excellency. He urged 
me to accept of a commission from you, for the purpose of attempting to disband the 
secret organization in this county, known as the * Ku-Klux,' and restoring the laws to 
their supremacy. This is a consummation heartily to be#desired by all good citizens ; 
and, though more averse than ever to any position in the service of the public, I feel 
constrained by a sense of duty to give my best exertions, however feeble they may be, 
in aiding the restoration of peace and order, and, should you deem me qualified for the 
position, I will accept it. 
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*^ I feel certain that in this county I can further your views, and believe that if my 
commission is extended to Alamance I can exercise a considerable influence there also. 
But if, as is rumored here to-day, your excellency has, in obedience to the dictates of 
your duty, ordered troops to that county, you must pardon me for saying that I look 
"With apprehension to the result, and my candid opinion is that the '^KuJilnx' cannot^ 
be put down by force, without a dreadful amount of bloodshed and crime, and that the 
"^^p? ^/lE^^^^^^^^^"^^^^ by ynu in Chi-^Htflm-nrrttfdH^ more effectual here also. If 

troops iTa^r^-gDiaf ) thore^ "efngt>Trf§g Tlllg^^ h6 rfecaTIed at once ; but 1 coUT^idgr it of 
vital importance, should you consider it expedient to extend my commission to that 
county, for you to give me some authority in the premises, and enable me to say that, 
upon such and such things being done, you will recall the troops. 

I would further suggest that your instructions upon the subject of oblivion and 
pardon of the past be explicit and clear, or my labors may be unavailing. 

It may be proper to add that I am not a member of the * Ku-Klux,' or any other 
eecrect political organization whatever. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"PRIDE JONES. 

"His Excellency \V. VV. Holden, EaJeigli." 



^ " Hillsborough, March 5, 1870. 

" Sir : The undersigned citizens of Orange County respectfully recommend Dr. Pride 
Jones, of Hillsborough, as a suitable person to receive a captain^s commission for Orange 
County. We believe his appointment would, give entire satisfaction to our citizens, 
• and would go far toward establishing on a firm basis good order throughout the 
county. 

" Very respectfully 

" J. W. NORWOOD. 
" GEO. LEWIS. 
" JAMES WEBB. 
" HENRY K. NASH. 
"HENRY N. BROWN. 
" 0. HOOKER. 

" His Excellency W. W. Holden, 

Governor of North CarolinaJ^ 

t" State of North Carolina, 
"Executive Departmenij Ealeigh, March 7, 1870. 
" Sir : Please find inclosed a captain's commission in the Forty-fifth regi ment Orange 
'^♦Militia. You will observe by the papers that I have been constrained to declare the 
^ county of Alamance in a state of insurrection. I have done this with reluctance and 
regret. The civil law is sUent and powerless in that county. Many of the people of the 
*2 county feel that they^r^ entirely-inseouxeanJiheir persons and property, and their only 
. g hope is in sucjll protection iis thxuiiilttaj^ them. Federal troops,.jC£)tQffiaBded 

^ by discreet" officers, will be employS^ th« law-abiding will be in no 

danger |^^>utit is mdli5^niablo4 ^ -tong^ the guilt ^o punishment. I concur with you 
^Uhat the Klan of Ku-Klux is very formidable and war-like, but Hear it will grow with 
^ 4ndulgejacfi^,and that if vigorous measures be postT)dned,i t Wtlt trlti mately occasion 
^ much/^liifiBl4ta<I IjiIoocIslISd: t"~ma''n3^6%-anxi^us- 4;'e~-prc5BlTe Urange7 Chatham, and 
^.^ther counties surrounding Alamance from the infection of insurrection in the latter 
TBounty. Captain Ramsey is doing a good work in Chatham. The civil officers of the 
o county of Orange are the friends of law and order, and are performing their duty like 
^ patriots. I wish you. sir, to take command in Orange. I believe you can thus perform 
^ efficient and valuable service for your State. 

" If you should accept this position, I should rely in a great degree upon your firm-- 
ness, moderation, and discretion, and therefore, at present, give no special instructions 
as to the manner in which you will discharge your duty. Your pay, while oh duty, 
will be that of a captain of the regular Army of the United States. I would be glad 
to hear from you at an early day. 
" Very respectfully, 

"W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 

" Captain Pride Jones." 

" Hillsborough, North Carolina, March 9, 1870. 
" Sir : I'our favor of the 7th instant reached me this morning, with accompanying 
documents. 

" I accept the commission, find have already commenced^ the discharge of its duties. 
On yesterday I went eight miles in the country, believing that there was no time to 
be lost if my commission was to result beneficially, and was much gratified to find the 
parties appealed to earnestly responding to my wishes. From the facts stated to me 
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by Mr. Norwood, I represented that the past would be overlooked, provided there 
was a disbanding of the klans and no further infractions of the laws ; and I sincerely 
hope that your excellency, in your special instructions, for which I respectfully ask at 
your earliest convenience, will sustain mo in the position assumed ; for with such 
instructions I fpel perfectly assured that I can restore the laws to their just supremacy, 
and this I take it to be at this time the main object of my commission. 
" I am, sir, v6ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PRIDE JONES. 

" His Excellency W. W. Holdex. 

"N. Tj. — I omitted to suggest that if the 'Leaguers' were embraced in my instruc- 
tions it would facilitate matters very materially. 

"P.J." 

Raleigh, March 17, 1870. 

" Sir : Yours of the 9th was duly received, and would have been answered sooner 
but for the pressure of other business. 

" I am gratified at your acceptance of the commission, and trust that your efforts 
will result beneficially to society. 

"It will readily occur to you that as the executive I have no power to proclaim 
amnesty. The solicitor may enter a noL pros.j or he may not, and the judge may then 
senttuce, and then the power of commutation or pardon is with the executive. I am 
ready to do all that I can under the constitution and laws to compose troubles. It is 
not rr,y purpose to persecute or take vengeance on any. What we want is submission 
to the laws, and peace in all the neighborhoods in the county. Public opinion can 
effect this more certainly and on a more permanent basis than the ministers of the law 
can, under present circumstances. It is an important part of the duty assigned you 
to embody and direct this public opinion. In doin^ this much must necessarily be left 
to your own discretion. You are thoroughly acquainted with the people of the county. 
You know their peculiar sentiments, their habits, and their modes of thought. Their 
prejudices, even, should be resx)ected. 

"But the object of all this is to restore peace and good order. Every citizen, no 
matter of what color, or how poor or humble, has a right to labor for a living without 
being molested ; to express his political opinions without let or hinderanco ; and to be 
absolutely at peace In his own house. Every citizen has a right to attach himself to a 
secret political organization ; and these organizations are harmless, so long as they re- 
spect the rights of persons and property. But, though lawful, they are not expedient. 
The time has passed when they were even expedient. They can effect no special good 
at present, but they may be the cloak or the occasion for mischief. • Especially are they 
so when the members disguise themselves, and take arms and ride through neighbor- 
hoods \)reaking the peace and terrifying the inhabitants. You will, therefore, mildly, 
but firmly, discountenance and discourage all secret political organizations, and espe- 
cially those that put on disguises and carry arms. It is a misdemeanor to go thus dis- 
guised, with intent to terrify, and it is felony thus to commit any act of violence. 

"The authority with which you are invested is to be exercised in strict subordination 
to the civil power. 

" I take It for granted the sheriff of Orange can execute any process that may be 
placed in his hands. But, if resisted, you are authorized to take men to his aid as a 
posse comitatus to insure the arrest of criminals. And if criminals enter Orange from 
Alamance, they should be arrested and held for trial. 

"Your attention is directed to the acts published in the Standard, Sentinel,' and Re- 
corder, immediately aftQr my proclamation of the 7th March. Also to the * Act making 
the .act of going masked, disguised, or painted, a felony,^ laws of 1868-^69, chapter 267, 
page 613. 

I would be glad to hear from you frequently, as to the progress you are making in 
maintaining law and order in Orange. 
" Very respectfully, 

"W. W. HOLDEN, Governor. 

" Captain Piiide Joxes.*'] 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Desiring only to ascertain whether the Ku-Klux Klan is still kept in an or- 
^anize,d condition, and whether it can be called into action by its leaders when they 
consider the proper occasion arises, and disavowing any intent on the part of the com- 
mittee to proceed against any of its members for past offenses, upon testimony obtained 
here, we desire you to give us the names of the persons through whom yon believe yon 
influenced the action of thd klan, so that we may, if we think proper, call them and 
examine them as witnesses. 

Answer. I can recollect the names of parties wkom I approached, but the answers 
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that any of them made to me, or the exact language which they used, I cannot recol- 
lect. 

Question. I am not asking you to state that, but only to give us their names. 
• [After some discussion and conversation, in which the witness took pa/t, the witness 
replied as follows :] 

Answer, For the reasons heretofore given by me, I would prefer not to give their 
names. 

Question, You decline, then, to give their names ? 
Answer. 1 very respectfully decline to give their names. 

[The Chairman submitted to the committee the question whether they would insist 
upon the witness giving the names called for. 

After some discussion, Mr. Blair moved that the witness be excused from answering^ 
for the present. 

Upon this motion Mr. Stevenson called for the yeas aijd nays j which were taken^ 
with the following result : 
Yeas.— Mr. Pool, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Van Trujmp— 3. 
Nays. — The Chairman, Mr. Steveis^son, and Mr. Coburn — 3. 
So the motion of Mr. Blair was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Pool, the further consideration of the question was postponed for 
the present.] 

By Mr. Blair : 

, Question, You have stated in your answers to interrogatories that this Ku-K1uk or- 
ganization, according to your information, was formed for the purpose of punishing 
crimes committed by others. You have also said that several persons were hung and 
several beaten, in your county, for the alleged commission of arson, rape, &c. Had 
the crime of arson actually been committed at the time of the hanging of those persons f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, They were under arrest /or the crime? 

Answer, Two of the parties who were hung were under arrest for that crime. 
Question, And in every instance of the kind this alleged crime has been committed f 
Answer, In every instance. 

Question. I mean in every instance where these punishments were inflicted. 

Answer, I think tliere were five persons hung in the county ; three were hung for 
burning .barns ; another was hung lor having threatened to ravish a girl ; I never heard 
why the other one was hung. 

Question, What did the threat of ravishment consist in ; did he attempt to ravish her ? 

Answer, He met a girl in the road ; she was living with her mother, a widow woman ; 
they 'Were the only persons in the family. This negro met the girl in the road and 
made propositions* to her to have intercourse with her. She promptly declined, and 
tried to get rid of him as soon as possible. Finally he said, " I intend to have it, if not 
][)y fair means by foul. I expect to leave here'' — at such a time — "and before that 
ime I intend to have this thing." ^ 

By the Chairman : ^ .■ > j 

Question, Was the rape committed ? / 
Answer, The rape was not committed. / 

By Mr. Blair: . / 

Question, And the girl gave information of this ? / 
AnsivcT, Yes, sir. / / 

Question, And the man was himg ? 

Answer, Yes, sir j and I presume hung by the Ku-Klux. I do not know \j^hether they 
hung him, or some of her friends hung him. 

Question, Was there great apprehension felt throughout that section of ihe State by 
the white women of the country ? 

Answer. There was. . 

Question. Apprehension of the commission of this crime ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there any instances in which it was committed ? 

Answer, Not in my county ; there were instances in another county that I heard of. 

Question. There was very general apprehension felt ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the i)oorer classes in the community, women who cnrry blackber- 
ries, cherries, eggs, butter, and things of that sort to town to sell, were afraid to' go to 
town by themselves ; they would only go when they could form large companies for 
mutual protection. Formerly, and even now, they could go singly just when they 
were ready. But just about that time they were afraid to go to town alone for fear of 
being insulted or ravished by negroes. 
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By Mr, Van Truisip ; 

Question, Was the conduct of the negroes of your county hold and aggressive in 
manner? 
Answer. Yes, sir j it was. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, This very general apprehension irritated the people of the country, did it 
not? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it had that effect ; and I myself looked with very great apprehen- 
sion to a serious collision between the races. I think things were getting worse and 
worse from day to day, and I was seriously apprehensive that they would have that 
result. 

Question, Was the existence of this apprehension and of these crimes the cause, in 
your opinion, of the origin of those Ku-Klux societies, for the purpose of suppressing 
that kind of crime ? 

Anstcer, That is ray opinion. 

Question, Previous to these Ku-Klux organizations, or the first intimations you had 
that there were such organizations, had there not been secret organizations of the 
negroes ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. By what name were they known ? 
Answer, As Leagues. 

Question. Loyal Leagu es? 
Answer, Yes, blr. 

Question. Were they pretty universal throughout the State ? 
Answer. I believe tliey were through the entire State. 
Question, Do you know by whom those organizations were founded 1 
'Answer, I have understood that the governor was the head of the League ; I do not 
know. \ 
By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Do you mean Governor Holden ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that is the report. I do not know whether it is true or not ; that 
was the general belief. " . • 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, I believe these Loyal Leagues are understood to be organizations in the in- 
terest of the republican or radical party ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. ' 
Question, And for political objects ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were there any instances within your knowledge of intimidation by these 
organizations to compel negroes to conform to any particular party, or to go with any 
particular party ? ^ 

Answer, Well, yes, sir ; there was biit one democratic negro in Hillsboro, and it was 
generally reported that the Leaguers had threatened to kill him if he voted the demo- 
cratic ticket. That is the report ; I do not know that to be the fact of my own knowl- 
edge ; that was. the current belief. 

Question. What influences were brought to bear by the republican leaders upon the 
negroes to band them together in the organization ? ' 

Answei\ That is a question that I am hardly able to answer j it is just the fact that 
tjhey were banded together. 

Questiorr. That was the fact ? ^ . ^ • . 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and they voted as a unit. Whoever *the League nominated was 
voted for without a moment's hesitation by nearly every negro in my county. 

Question, Then, in their political action, the negroes acted together ? 

Answer',. Yes, sir. 

Question, Under the lead of this organization ? 
Answer, Yes. sir. 

Question. Now, up to that time, were not the relations of the negroes with the white 
people there very kind ? 
Ansiver, They were. 

Question, Was their conduct and demeanor changed after this organization ? 
Ansiver, I think it. was. 

Question, If the negroes, at the present time, or at any time, are in real distress and. 
in want, to whom do they generally apply for relief? 
Answer. They are most apt to apply to their employers — to the old citizens. 
Question. Who are mostly democrats, I suppose ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. But in their political conduct they antagonize them* • 
• Ansiver, Yes, sir. 



10 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question, From your knowledge.of their character and from their former conduct, aa 
well as their present conduct, are you not convinced that improper influences have 
« been brought to bear upon them to alienate them from the white race in your State ? 
Answer, I think so. 

Question. Do you know what those influences are ? • 

Answer, No, sir ; I cannot say that I know what thoso influences are j I can only see 
the effect and result of something. 

Question. Do the radical politicians make addresses to the negroes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the character of those addresses ? 
Answer. I never heard one of them. 

Question. Did you ever happen to read the legislative address that was issued ? 
Answer. I did not j I know to what you refer, but I did not read it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You are not much of an active politician yourself ? 
Answer. Not at all. 

Question. You are simply a democrat in sentiment ? 

Answer. I do my voting according to my own judgment ; that is all. 

Question. Is it not generally understood, in Orange County at least, if not in North 
Carolina generally, that these negro Union Leagues were organized generally by white 
men 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the general impression. 
Question. Generally by men from the North ? 

Answer. Most generally, I believe ; though I am not able to express any definite opin- 
ion upon that point, I believe that is the fact; generally men from the North. 
Question. And republi<!ans ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, You know Governor Ilolden personally ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you have any conversation with him in reference to these matters 
yourself? 

Ansicer, What matters ? 

Question, I refer to this matter of conciliating these difficulties. ^ 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. All your communication with the governor, then, was by letter ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. I went to see him during the troubles in Alamance and Caswell 
Counties ; some men from Orange had been arrested over in Alamance County, and I 
went to see him about them ; but there was no general conversation on the subject 
that I now recollect. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What was the result of the governor's sending militia into Alamance County 
instead of permitting you to go on with ydhr operations in that county ? 

Answer. I can only say that he sent the troops there and arrested certain persons, 
and created an intense excitement all through the State. I think that carried the State 
for the democratic party. 

Question. I do not mean any political result; but what was the actual result ? 

Ansicer. I ijresumo he put an end to the Ku-klux ; I have heard of no further opera- 
tions there. 

Question. Was thfere any collision between the citizens and th© military? • 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Iklr. Blair ; 

Question. .Whsit is the present condition of affairs in your county and in other por- 
tions of the State? 

Ansicer. Perfectly quiet ; and in my county the relations between the negroes and 
the old citizens are now better than they have been since the first year after the sur- 
render ; there is more kindly feeling exhibited between the blacks and whites than 
formerly; they are how getting along very well. 

Question. There is now i)ending an election there? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. An exciting canvass ? 

Answer. I do not think it will produce much excitement. 
By Mr. Van* Trump : 

Question, There are not so many meetings just now as there have been of negroes to 
he addressed by republicans? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question, Were any 'of these offenses, which you allege have been committed by 
negroes, and which were given as a justification for the organization of the Ku-Klux 
Klan, attributed to any organized action of the Union Leagues? 

Answei'. No, sir. 

Question* They were individual acts of lawless negroes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was there, then, any state of bad or exasperated feeling between the whites 
and negroes until after the organization of the Ku-Klux Klan ? 

Answer, I am not able to answer that question with certainty, because I do not know 
when the Klans were organized. 

Question. Well, until alter these whippings and hangings began ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j before these whippings and murders commenced there was a very 
unpleasant state o£ feeling in the communit5'. 

Question. Owing to the apprehension of lawless conduct on the part of the negroes? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had there been instances enough to give rise to d general apprehension on 
the subject ? 

Ansxcer. There was a general disposition on the part of the negroes to take liberties 
and to do things that they never had done before ; that was gradually increasing, and 
the nun^ber of crimes was gradually increasing. At what time the Ku-Klux organized 
I am not able to say ; I cannot answer that question with anything like defiuiteness 
at all. 

Question. You'spoko of their taking liberties; what do you mean by that? Do you 
mean exercising the rights of citizens ? 
Anstver. No, sir, I do not. 
Question. Do you mean acts of lawlessness ? 

Anstcer. Acts of lawlessness, and insulting defenseless persons ; their conduct was in- 
sulting to females particularly. • 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is not that the nature of the negro when he is uneducated and becomes 
suddenly elevated by any means, by the acquisition of wealth, or anything else j is he 
not likely to bo overbearing, so far as you can tell, from your knowledge of the negro 
in your State ? 

Anstce)'. I should say from my knowledge of the negro that that is the case. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Is there not a kindly feeling toward the negroes generally on the part of 
their former owners, and on the part of the land-owners of that State ? 
Ansivei'. I think there is, as a general thing. 

Question. W"as not the only irritation felt toward them that which arose from the 
fact of their political elevation over many of those who were formerly their masters, 
their elevation to office, for instance ? 

An8we}\ I think it is possible that may h^ve had some imperceptible influence upon 
the conduct of white men. 

Question. I refer to the conduct of i)roperty-holders and the former owners of these 
negroes. 

Answe)\ I think likely. 

Question. 1 will now ask you in relation to another class of persons, who were not 
property-owners, and who did not exert much political influence in the State. Were 
they not exasperated with the negroes because of their elevation to political equality 
with them ?• 

Answer. I think it likely, but I cannot say certainly. 

Question. Had not that a great deal to do with the formation of this Ku-Klux Klan 
organization ? 
An8tve)\ Really I do not know, but I should think not. 
Question. That is a mere matter of opinion. 
Answer. Yes- sir J I do not know. 

Question. Yxyn do not profess to have a knowledge of the real motive of the organi- 
zation, so as to be able to say what it was ? 
Answer. I do not. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question, Referring now to this organization, and to what I understand you to say 
of the object of the organization, and the persons with whom you communicated upon 
the subject, you say you did not speak with them much about it, and do not remem- 
ber much about what was said. Did you inquire particularly into the object of the 
organization when you were on this mission ? 

Answei\ I did not. 
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Question, How many persons do you suppose you conversed with, if any, about the 
object of the organization ? 

Answer, I cannot say with anything like certainty ; I do not recollect. 

Question, Did you communicate "with any persons about the object of the organiza- 
tion ? 

Answer, Well, I do not recollect that I did. I have already stated, in answer to a 
similar question, that my inference concerning the object of the organization was 
drawn from the papers attached to the persons of negroes hung, and from my knowl- 
edge generally of the public sentiment in the country. 

Question, What was the sphere of your operations as the agent of Governor Holden? 

Answer, In Orange County. 

Question. Only one county ? 

Ansiver. That is all. 

Question. How long did y6u act ? 

Answer. From f/rnr f,o ^iv >Y^fika ; I do not recollect exactly. I held the commission 
longer, but in from four to six wieeks I wrote to the governor that I thought that every- 
thing was quiet in the county, and that there was no necessity for me longer to hold 
the commission. 

Question, You held a commission as an officer of the State militia ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you hold any commission in either army during the rebellion ?. 

Answer, Before the war I held a commission as an officer in a militia company, and 
when hostilities began that company was ordered to Fort Macon, and I went there 
-with it and remained there perhaps six months. 

Question. Was that in the confederate army ? 

Answer, It was in the army of North Carolina ; I suppose it might be called the con- 
federate army. , ■ 

Question. Did you hold any other office during the rebellion ? — ^ 
Answer, Yes, sir ; during the last part of the war I was appointed marshal of the 
district court for the district of North Carolina. 

By Mr, Stevenson : 

Question, With what classes of persons did y©u communicate on this subject while 
employed by Governor Holden ? 
Ariswer, Citizens residing in the county. 
Question. With white men, of course. 
Answen', Yes, sir. 

Question, Were they men of character and position f 
Ansicer, Yes, sir ; all of them of respectable position. 

Question, You seem to rely upon what they told you when they said that the organi- 
zation would be disbanded ; you believe, therefore, that it was disbanded f 
Ansiver, Y'es, sir. 

Question, Have you talked with any of them since about it ? 

Answer, 1 have had no conversation with them lately ; I was satisfied of the fact 
that the organization was disbanded, and I so wrote Governor Holden. 

Question, They were men of such character that you were satisfied to take their 
word ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You knew them well ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, What were their politics ? 

Ansiver, I suppose they all belonged to the democratic party, or the conservative 
party. 

Question, Has there been any marked change in the politics of Orange County within 
the last two or three years ? 
Answer. No, sir; I think not. 

Question. What is the relative white and colored population in that county ? 
Answer, The white population of Orange County largely preponderates ; it is much 
larger than that of the black. 

Question, Do you recollect who carried it in the election of 1870 ? ^ ^ 

Answer, The democrats carried it. 

Question, Who was thd. candidate for Congress in 1870 ? 

Answer, Mr. Rogers and Mr. Gilmore ran as democratic candidates, the one. to sup- 
ply the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Deweese, and the other to fill the 
long term. 

Question, I see here by Mr. Greeley's almanac that Mr. Rogers obtained 1,897, and Mr. 
Deweese 1,446 votes in Orange County in 1868 ; that in 1870 Mr. Rogers obtained 1,740 
votes, and Mr. Harris 970 votes. There was, then, a falling off of 496 votes from the 
republicans ? 
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Ansivei'. Yes, sir ; and there was some falling off from the other sijle. 
Question. You have already said that you were not an active politician, and therefore 
6uch a change as that might escape your attention ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 



Washington, D. C, June 7, 1871. 

JOSEPH G. HESTER sworn and examined. 
By the Chairm^vn : 

Question. Where do you reside 1 

Ansiver, In Raleigh, North Carolina. 
^ Question. How long have you lived there f 

Anstuer. I have heen living there four years. 

Question. Are you a native of North Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was born in the adjoining county of Granville. 

Question. State whether you have been acting there in the capacity of deputy mag^ 
shaU)£iheJJ»ite4^tat©8r 

Answer. I have. 

Question. State whether there liave been, within your knowledge, whippings by men 
in disguise, within the last four or five months, beginning, say, in January, and coming 
down to the present time, and state what those cases were. 

Answer. In the month of January I went to a place called Big Poplar, at the comer 
of Harnett, Moore, and Chatham Counties, with a warrant to arrest some parties charged 
with going in disguise upon the public highways, and upon the premises of William 
Judd, Stokes Judd, and Anderson Dickens, and of burning a church on the land of 
Anderson Dickens. I went to the place and arrested five of the parties charged in the 
warrant, summoned the witnesses, and carried the prisoners to Raleigh before commis- 
sioner Shafl'er. They were bound over in the sum of $1,000 for their appearance at the 
June term, which is now in session at Raleigh. The prisoners, after giving bond, went 
home, and also the witnesses. Two or three days afterward William Judd, who had 
been previously whipped, and was th§ complainant against tliC piii't^itu in the first 
ease, came to the city of Raleigh again, and made a second complaint, that upou his re- 
turn tha Ku-Klux had attacked him the second time. He ran into the woods ^ith his 
family. They all made their escape at that time, except a woman named Bella Douglass, 
who was not very well at the time, and could not make her escape. They caught her 
in the house, 'took her from the house, as the evidence appeared afterward before the 
commissioner, cut limbs from a cherry tree in front of the house, and whipped her se- 
verely. She only recognized one of the parties. 

By Mr. Pool: ^ 
'Question. Was she a white woman ? 

Answer. She was a colored woman. The warrant was issued for the one whom she 
recognized. His name was John Ye rby Thom as. The warrant was handed to me for 
his arrest. I went after him ; lOUUd hlki ill hty residence ; arrested him ; brought him* 
to Raleigh^ and summoned Bella Douglass and Judd as witnesses. They came down, 
and the case was heard. Thomas brought a woman with Kim, whose name I have for- 
gotten, to swear that he could not have been at the place where the whipping took 
place that night, as he was at her house suffering with severe cramps of the stomach, 
and she was rubbing him with camphor during the whole night. While up there to 
arrest Thomas, a ^r. Henderson Judd, a white man of considerable knowledge and in- 
formation, who i CTiCd mo a hopoo whun I vvutj ' up ou the first occasion to go around 
and endeavor to arrest the parties, informed me that on their return there they took 
him away from his residence, took the guns and pistols that he had for his own de- 
fense, shot his dogs, carried him five miles from his home, and there dismounted him, 
and he was compelled to walk home in the night, over a very rough, rocky road. He 
is an old and decrepit man, some sixty-five or seventy years of age. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What connection had he with the original case of ^hich you spoke ? 
Aimvei'. He had no connection with it. These colored people who had been whipped 
were former slaves of his, as ho stated. 

By ISIr. Van Trump : 
Question. This other Judd of whom you spoke was a negro. 

Anstver. A negro, a former slave of his, and was living on land which had been 
given him by his former master. ^ 

By the Chairman : 

Question. State the whole history of that transaction as it was disclosed in the testi- 
mony, the original case in which the Judds were parties. 
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Answer, The Judds were freedmeu who formerly belonged to a gentleman named 
Henderson Judd. Their names was Judd. They assumed the name of their former 
master, as most of them do down there. 

Question, What had. he done for them ? 

Answer. When they were liberated he divided off some land for his former slaves, and 
told thera that they had been good servants, and he desired to make some provision for 
them ; he gave them assistance — oxen and means of cultivating the ground. They had 
been laboring there; they raised cotton and corn, and had accumulated some means, and 
some of them had bought buggies and horses, with which they could go to church on 
Sundays. They had built them a church on the land of Anderson Dickens, who gave 
them an acre of land for that purpose. 

Question. Who had built the church ? 

Ansiver. The colored people, and also those white people who inclined to favor them 
in having a house of worship. After the church was built and they had employed a 
minister to preach for them, after they had held service there for some time, was the 
occasion when these disguised men took Judd and his family, and Stokes Judd and 
Anderson Dickens, and abused them. • , 

Question. Was Diok^ns a negro oji^k white man ? 

A7i8icer. Hgjrt^a-a-¥^lMt^i3ftafi»^ ~He was the man who gave them the ground to build 
them the church on, near where the Judds live — in the' same neighborhood. Soon after 
that these disguised men, as appeared by the evidence of Mrs. Dickens and her husband, 
went to the house of Anderson Dickens, and with fence-rails broke down the d,oors of 
the house and went in, compelled Dickens and his wife to get up from the bed in their 
night-clothes, and'with threats of violence compelled them to take fire from their own 
place and carry it to the church. There they compelled Dickens to take bei^ches that 
were in the church and pile them in the middle of the floor, and compelled his wife to 
gather brush and sticks from the woods around and kindle the fire. The fire was kin- 
dled, and the church was soon in flames. They were ordered to go home and never 
mention to any living being what had happened. This was the testimony given by 
Mrs. Dickens before the commisMoner, as near as I can remember. 

Question. And it was the case in which the Judds were witnesses out of which the 
second case of which you spoke grew ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. The first case is the one to which you refer as now pending in the pourt at 
Raleigh? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it has not yet been tried. 

Question. State anything further that happened in connection with the burning of 
the church. 

Answer. After burning the church they went to William Judd's and whipped one of 
his sons. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Did you mean to say that the case was pending in the United States circuit 
court ? 

Answer. In the United States district court; Judge Brooks^s court. They went to 
William Judd's and whipped one of his sons ; then they went to Stokes Judd's and 
whipped him. These were both colored men. That ie about all of that case. 

By the Chairmajst: 

Question. What did they state to these persons as their purpose? Was that disclosed 
^in the testimony ? 

Answer. They said they were going to drive the negroes out of the country ; that 
they were not going to allow them to be there ; that they could not be holding "jay- 
hawking meetings,^' as they called them ; I do not know what they mean by that. 
They mean, I suppose, Union League meetings, or something of that kind. The ex- 
pression was that they could not be holding "jayhawking meetings" there; that they 
would not permit them to have the church. They burned the church down. 

Question. Did they give a reason for burning it down ? 

Answei\ I do not think anything was expressed about the church. 

Question. Does this complete the statement of those two cases — that of the Judds 
and the case of Mrs. Douglass arising out of it ? 

Answe)\ It does, except this : when I went to arrest Thomas, I went to the house of 
Henderson Judd,rand his nephew, Rorer Warnock, went to show me the road to arrest 
the first five. They took him also on the second occasion when they took the old man 
Judd, and carried him five miles from home; cut his clothes off of him with a knife, 
as he stated to me; he showed me his pantaloons where they had been cut off in pieces ; 
and he" had to Come home, a distance of five miles, without clothing. 

Question. Was this occurrence in f anuary ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sii:, I think it was in January. 

Question. Did the whipping of the Judds occur in January ? 

An8wc)\ Yes, sir. 
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Question, How soon after that Tras this woman, Bella Douglass, whipped f 

Answer, Only a few days ; soon after the arrest. 

Question. In what county did this Judd case occur ? 
♦ Ansiccr. The Judds live in Moore County ; some of them live in Harnett, and some in 
Moore County, right in the corner of the two counties. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. How far from Chatham County ? 

Answer, Only a mile o^r two ; the three counties com© very near together there. 
Question. What case came next under your ohservation ? 

Answer. The case of Essie Harri s, a colored man, who lived in Chatham County, who 
was employed hy a gentleman named Finch ; his character, as given to me by Finch, 
was good. He had been living with him ever since the close of the war, and was an 
honest, industrious laborer. He had a gun in his possession, which he used for hunting 
purposes sometimes ; he had remarked that he was not afraid of the Ku-Klux. The 
Ku-Klux had been in the habit of going down and taking the guns away from all colored 
people in that county ; he said he was not afraid of them ; that he had his gun and did 
not think he would be disturbed. Soon after that a band of some twelve or thirteen, 
as thB evidence appeared on the trial, went to the place where Harris lived ; just before 
getting to his house they passed a place where a colored man by the name of Sampson 
Perkins lived ; they took Sampson Perkins gut ixonL his- housa^nd told him he must go 
with them to Essie Harris's j that they w^ra^oing down there to take his gun from 
him ; that they were going io eommence another wiuvimiihey wanted allHio^una in 
that jneighborhood ; that Essie Fad ~ar}TTnr^-thaF7hey would have to break down the 
door probably, and they wanted him (Perkins) to break down the door, so that if ayy 
one was killed by Harris it would be him, and there would be one more radical out of 
the way. He went with them. When they got to the house they told him to go to the 
wood-pile and get an ax and' break the door down. Just at that time Mr. Finch, the 
owner of the place, heard them, and came down and begged them to go away. They 
threw a rock at him and told him to go back into his house and mind his own business. 
While their attention was attracted by Finch, Perkins ran away from them. A man by 
the name of Clark then took the ax in his hand ; at .least the captain of the company, as 
the evidence appeared, commanded Clark to take the ax and break down the door, 
saying that he was a young recruit and had to do the dirtiest work. Clark took the ax 
and began to hammer against the door with it, and finally succeeded in breaking the 
door open. The door fell in. Harris discharged his gun, fired a load of shot into Clark's 
breast. Clark fell and exclaimed that he was shot ; the rest of the company picked him 
up and carried him off. Harris went out and called Mr. Finch from his house and told him 
what had happened, saying that if any. one was found shot, he was the man who had 
done it ; he carried his shot-gourd and poured some of the shot out in his hand and 
said, *' These are the kind that were in the gun : among these," he said, " were some other 
ehot, big shot ; and if a man is found with holes in him, there will be some larger hole* 
than the others." 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. He said that to Mr. Finch ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Is Mr. Finch a white man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a white man, and belongs to the conservative party, as he 
stated to me. 

Question. The democratic party T 

Anmcer. Yes, sir ; some of them call it the conservative party, and some of them call 
it the democratic party. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, ."PlesLse proceed with your statement. 

Answer. On the application of Harris a warrant was issued by United States Com- 
missioner Shaffer, at Raleigh. It was handed to me to execute. There were seven 
persons named in that warrant; Clark was one of them. I went to the neighborhood 
of Harris and succeeded in arresting six of the persons. The first day I eoald not find 
Clark, the man who had been shot. On inquiring if any doctor had been along the 
road where I expected Clark lived, we found that a doctor had been sent for in a great 
hurry the very morning after this occurrence, and by that mean»I fgund where Clark 
■was located. I found him away off in the interior, in a very secluded place, a little log 
house kept by a widow whose name I have forgotten. I went there and found Clark 
on a pallet on the floor before the fire. I told him I had a warrant for him. 'There 
was no other person in the house except a little child. They seemed to have heard that 
I was after them and. to have left. Clark at first stated that he was unable to travel 
and could not go with me ; that it would kill him to have to ride in a wagon. I told 
him I should have to take him, dead or alive. He said, Are you in earnest ? Are you 
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going to take me sure enough ?" I told him, " Yes." " Well, then," said he, " I may as 
well get up and go." He got up, went to his trunk, took out a little flask of brandy, 
put it in his pocket, put on his coat, and got in the wagon. I did not hear him com- 
plain at all during the whole ride from there to Raleigh. • 
Question, Was he wouuded ? 

Answer. He was wounded ; the shot had been picked out ; there was a little sore on. 
his breast, but nothing that prevented him from traveling. This was three or four 
days after he had been wounded. 

Question. Did you examine the wound ? . « 

Ansicer, Yes/ sir ; I opened his shirt-bosom and looked at it. I found that it covered 
about four or five inches of his left breast. The wound seemed to have been made by 
very small shot, with the excepj;ion of three or four holes which were evidently made 
by larger shot. I carried him before Commissioner SJiaffer. The parties were all 
bound over in the sum of $3,000, except two, who proved an aliU — proved that they 
were somewhere else. Clark also proved an alibi, but the commissioner did not think 
it was sufficient, and bound him over. 

Question, When are they to be tried ? 

Anstcer, At the present term now in session at Raleigh. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. The circuit fcourt ? 
Answer, No, sir ; the district court. 

By the Chairman ; 
Question. Do you know of any more recent case than that of Harris ? 
"Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, The Harris case was in March ? 

Anstcer, I think earlier ; in the first part of February. 

Question, What other and more recent case do you know of ? 

Answer, The case in T^,|itVtprfnrfi nri^i n^pyf^iQ-nri q^nrtf iAa^ a couple of weeks ago. The 
parties were charged with going upon the public highways in disguise, and upon the* 
j)remises of A4 n^n V. Bi^jgersl aSr whipping him and abusing his family. A warrant 
was issued by Uniied States Commissioner Shaffer, and placed in my hands for execu- 
tion. In this case there were ^hirty names in the warrant. I asked General Morgan 
to let me have a small detachment of troops. He gave me a sergeant and nine men. 
I arrested the parties, all but two, in Rutherford and Cleveland Counties, where they 
resided, and carried them to Shelby, the county-seat of Cleveland County, before United 
States Commissioner J. L. Moore. I told him the witnesses had been summoned and 
would be in town early the next morning. I got there in the afternoon. Next morn- 
ing the witnesses did not come, and we had no evidence against the prisoners. Later 
in the day we ascertained from different persons who had come in from that section 
of the country that the witnesses had been attacked while camped out some ten^miles 
from Shelby. 

Question. Who were those that had been attacked ? 

Answer, Biggerstaff, his wife, and daughter, who had been summoned as witnesses 
and were on their way to Shelby, 
Question. Attacked by whom ? 

Answer. Attacked by a band of disguised men. Biggerstaff was taken out and 
whipped severely, beaten, and threatened that he would be killed if he ever informed 
on anv one of the party. He was ordered to return back home and not come to 
Shelby. 

Question. Did you get them to Shelby ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the prisoners were remanded for a future hearing to take place on 
the 25th of July. 

Question. Was there any resistance to the execution of your process in any of these 
cases ? 

Answer. No, sir; wherever I found the parties they came along without any resist- 
ance. Iliad a detachment of soldiers with me. 

Question. Had you soldiers with you in any other than the last case ? 
[ Anstoet\ No, sir ; only in the case last mentioned. 

I Question. Are the portions of North Carolina in which these occurrences have re- 
cently taken place the same as those in which similar occurrences took place before ? 
Had there been othei;^ccurrences of the kind in the counties you have named — Moore, 
Harnett, and Cleveland ? 

Answer. When I was up there to arrest the parties I have named, there were numbers 
of persons, both colored and white, who came to me from different sections of the coun- 
try around there. They had heard I was in the neighborhood. Some showed me 
bruises where they had been whipped ; others told me they had been driven from 
schools wher6 they had been teaching colored persons, and were not permitted to teach 
the schools any longer. 
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Question. "What name is given to the organization of disguised persons in that part of 

the State? 

^nsicer. I have heen in the hahit of calling them Ku-Klux; some of them say the 
name is White Brotherhood, and others, Invisible Empire. I have heard different 
names for them. They themselves say, as the evidence appeared in the trials, that 
they are not human beings ; that they come from the bone-yards atKichmond; that 
thC!y have been seven years in the bone-yards at Richmond, and have come for 
vengeance. 

Question, From what yon have observed of recent proceedings, is that organization 
still in existence and operation there ? 

Ansivcr. IJ bink, sir, it is on the i ncrea se. From observations and information re- 
ceived from*cliiierebC tlOUll!Bs 1 thiiiJk Lhe^' are reorganizing all' the time. I think they 
have changed their modus opei-andi since some of the developments have been made. 
In fact, I have some evidence of that which I would not like to express here for reasons 
that it would be best to withhold at present. 

Question. In the part of the State of which yon speak, are persons at liberty to ex- 
press their political sentiments with freedom and immunity from danger? 

Amwer, Those with whom I have conversed say they are not ; they would he in 
great danger if they should get up and make a political speech, and express sentiments 
as republicans. 

Question. Were any of these persons that you took to Raleigh as prisoners well 
known ? 

Answer. In the first crowd I carried down there were five ; I asked them if they had 
any acquaintances at Raleigh; there.was only one of them who seemed to know any 
one there, and he know only one person there, as he stated to mo. They were not in 
the habit of trading with Raleigh ; their trade was in Fayetteville. They lived about 
forty miles from Raleigh. 

Question. When the prisoners got to Raleigh, who went security for their appearance ? 

Ansivei'. There seemed to be any numher of persons there ready to go on their bond. 
I believe the sureties for the first crowd were Mr. Simon Hayes, George Stronach, and 
Mr. Troy, a member of the State senate, who lived in Cumberland County. 

Question. Did they go bail for these persons who said they knew nobody in Raleigh f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was only one who seemed to he acquainted with any person 
at all there. 

Question. Was the person with whom he was acquainted one of the sureties ? i 

Aimver. I do not really know whether he was or not. He did not tell me who tit q 
person was ; .hut Mr. Hayes and Mr. Stronach came up and went their security. Thes 3 
men had expressed themselves that they knew no one there at all. There were num- 
bers of others there who were ready, but the bond soon became sufficient, and the com- 
missioner was satisfied. 

Question. Did the men who were arrested state to you what their politics were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir Jhey said tl xcy-i)£lDDjye d - to t h e -eonaervative democratic party. 
• Question. What were the politics of the gentlemen who l)ec'a2nrtht;ii" sureties ? 

Answer. They were of the same party. 

Question. What were the politics of these persons who were whipped ? 

Answer. They were republicans. They said they voted for General Grant in the last 
campaign, and one- of them mentioned that when he wag being whipped he was told 
he was whipped becp/Use he voted for Grant. ^ 

Questtdn. When in the Hcigbt^orhood where the ofi'enses were committed, did you 
hear any other reason assigned for the punishment of these men ; any charge made 
against them morally or personally? 

Answer. No, sir; I heard nothing except that Stokes Judd said that one of the men 
who helped to whip him owed him some money ; he had asked for it two or three 
times, and he would not pay it. They mentioned that to him in the course of whip- 
ping him, and also his voting for Grant. 

Question. Are yon a native of that part of the State in which these occurrences took 
place ? 

Answer, My county is about fifty miles from where that occurrence took place. 
Question. What county were you born in ? 

Answer. Granville. , 
Question. Fifty miles from where these occurrences took place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has the passage by Congress of the recent law knpwn as the " Ku-Klux- 
law" had any effect upon the operations of these persons in disguise in that State ? 

Ansim\ Well, I do not think it has had much, only to encourage it. If anything, 
they are doi»g^dfsiSiTr-5om0-secliuiJH— lu bi-etiuns-wherii the)' hllVU aulrbeen operating 
much before. Since the i^assage of the bill I have heard of more occurrences in the 
western part of the State, where I had not heard of any before. 

Question. What portion of the State do you refer to? 

Answer. Cleveland, Rutherf ord, and Gaston Counti es. 

2n C~~*^ ^""^ 
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Question. Did your official duties take you into those counties? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I passed through all three of those counties. 

Question. What did you find to be the state of things there ? Was there a feeling of 
alarm in consequence of these occurrences ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they seemed to he very much alarmed and uneasy, even people who 
lived at the county-seat in Rutherford County. One of them, a member of the present 
legislature of North Carolina, Mr. Justice, said that he and Mr. Carpenter, editor of 
a republican paper there, had -been compelled, as they regarded it, for safety's sake, to 
keep watch at night for weekjs. 

Question. To what extent does that feeling prevail in the State, so far as you have 
had opportunities of observing ? 

Answer. Well, sir, my observation leads me to believe that it extends over the coun- 
ties of Harnett, Moore, Chatham, Randolph, Gaston, Cleveland, Rutherford, and Mc^ 
Dowel 1. I have heard of occurrences in other counties ; but I have not been in other 
counties on any official duty in this particular. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. How far are Rutherford and Cleveland Counties from Harnett ? 
Answer. Well, sir, at least eighty or ninety miles. 
Question. Do Rutherford and Cleveland adjoin ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do they adjoin the counties of Spartanburg and York, in South Carolina ? 
Answer. I think they adjoin the South Carolina line. 

Question. Why did the commissioner put off tlje case you have spoken of till the 25th 
of July? 

Answe7\ I did not hear him express himself. I do not know what his reasons were 
for doing it. There was a court soon to be held at Raleigh. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Whom did you arrest for the attack on Biggerstaff ? 

Ansu7ei\ I cannot remember all the names. i 

Question. Were any of them members of his own family ? 

Answer. There was one of them of the same name — Biggerstaff. He said he was a 
half-brother — a sou of the same father. 

Question. Did not that affair between Biggerstaff and his neighbors arise out of the 
hostility of his own family to a marriage of the old man Biggerstaff to an infamous 
woman ? 

Answer. The old man that was whipped ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I did not hear anything of the kind. I saw his wife and daughter. 
Qu^tion. Was not that alleged ? 

Answer. I did not hear anything of the kind. I did not hear any mention made of it. 
^r^uestion. Was Biggerstaff a radical ? Did he tell you he was a republican ? 
* Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Were the parties implicated in chastising him republicans also ? 
S Answer. All those I heard express themselves were not. 
Question. Did you hear the other Biggerstaff express himself? . 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. You saw Biggerstaff when you first made the arrest ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; when I summoned liim to come withrthe prisoners. 
Question. When you first made the an-est you summoned him as a witness ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he then have any marks of injuries upon him ? 

Answer. I did not examine his body, but he seemed to be suffering a good deal, and 
Mr. Justice, a member of the legislature, and the physician also who had attended him, 
said he had been on his bed for a week or two after the first whipping. 

Question. Did you see him after the second one ? 

Ansicei\ No, sir ; I have not seen him since then. I saw his affidavit published in the 
paper ; it was signed by him and his daughter. After their return their affidavit was 
taken before the justice of the jieace there and published, to show why they did not 
appear before the commissioner. 

Question. This case, you say, was heard before the commissioner ? 

Answer. A United States commissioner. 

Question. Not the judge of the district ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the c;ourt was not in session at that time. 

Question. The parties in Rutherfordton, you say, told you they were very much 
alarmed? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; in Rutherfordton, and out in the neighborhood. The coroner of 
the county (I have forgotten his name) went with me to show me the roads some. He 
seemed to be very uneasy, and told me he would have to pay for that after I was gone. 
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Question. Did he consider that your presence there was a protection to him ? 
Answer. Well, I had a squad oi United States soldiers with me. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Qitesiion, What are your political relations ? 

Armcei\ I belong to the republican party. I claim to be a republican. 
Question, When did you become a republican ? 
Answer, I have been a republican about a year. 

Question, How long have you held the office of marshal in the State ? 
Answer. I am only a deputy marshal. I have forgotten the date of the appointment. 
I have it here, and can say exactly, [referring to paper.] It is February 13. 
Question, Were you in the confederate army ? , 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What is your age ? 
Answet\ Thirty-one next August. 

Question. Did you hear the victims of these whippings describe how they were done t 
Answer.' Ye^, sir. 
Question. How? 

Answer. They were done with sprouts of trees — limbs of trees. 
Question. What was the process? 

Answer. It was just to raise up the hand and bring it down. 
Question* Did anybody give orders ? 

Answer. There did not seem tobe.much system, from the way the evidence was given 
about it ; just first one and then the other would giVe a few licks. 

Question. You did not hear any one say whether there was anybody who managed, 
or who seemed to be in comman^ of the squads ? 

Answe)', Yes, sir; there was one who seemed to standoff and dictate somewhat, and 
tell them to lay it on ; or, if he saw they were becoming exhausted, he would tell them 
to stop and rest awhile. 

Question. Do you recollect whether anybody ordered who should do the whipping, 
and which of the squads should take the lash or switch ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not hear any evidence of that kind. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. How many of these persons were whipped in the case of Biggersfcaff ? 

Answer. Aaron Biggerstaff was the only one whipped in the first instance. They 
abused his family; did not take them and whip them regularly, but shoved them aside 
and abused them with language. 

Question. How as to the other time.? 

Answer. They whipped Biggerstaff and a man who was with him ; .1 do not know his 
name. Just at the time they had finished whipping them the mules broke loose, and 
were running away through the woods. They had just started to take out the women 
and whip them. I got this as information from different parties. There were two 
women. As soon as the mules got to running around and making a noise, the men 
cleared out, and the women were not whipped. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. They whipped only two of the witnesses ? ^ 
Answer. They whipped Biggerstaff (the husband of Mrs. Biggerstaff and father of the 
daughter) and the man who was going with them to assist them in getting there. 
Question. Did the witnesses turn back and go home ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, they went back ; they never came to Shelby. 

Question. Did the commissioner issue any attachment against those witnesses again ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he issued a capias. After I had turned the case over and fulfilled 
my duties, he issued a capias, and deputized some man from there to go after these wit- 
nesses and bring them. 

Question. What is the commissioner's name ? 

Answer. J. L. Moore. 

Question. Does he live in Shelby ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



Washington, D. C, June 12, 1871. 

J. B. CARPENTER sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Questim. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In Rutherfordton, Rutherford County, North Carolina. 



i 
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QuesHan, Hpw long have you lived there ? 

Ansiver. Thirty-three years the day after to-morrow. 

Question. You are a native of the county ? 

Answer, I was horn and raised there, and I will he thirty-three -years old on the 14th 
of this month. • 
Question. What is your present occupation ? 

Answer. I am clerk of the superior court of the county, and also an editor of a news- 
paper there. 

Question. Please go on and state whether there have heen any disorders or outrages 
in the county, within the last few months, hy what is popularly known as the Ku-Klux ; 
if so, state the extent to which they have been carried on. 

Answer. Well, sir, a number of outrages have been reported to me within the last 
few months by parties there. Different persons have been whipped in different por- 
tions of the county, mostly confined to the southern portion of our county, which ad- 
joins the South Carolina line and also the county of Cleveland in North Carolina. 

Question, Were those persona who reported these outrages to you themselves the 
victims of those outrages ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What have been the most recent cases ? 

Answer. The most noted case recently is that of Aaron Biggerstaff, who was whipped. 
Question. Do you know anything abont that transaction ? 

Ansicer. Only his statement to me ; I see him every day ; he is now in Rutherfordton, 
having had to leave his home; he had his crop planted, and had to leave it and go td 
Rutherfordton in order to obtain protection ; he cannot stay at his home; he made that( 
statement to me in regard to the matter. \ 

Question. How recent was that case? 

Answer-. I have not the exact date with me;' it was within the last month. 

Question. Did he come to you, in your official capa(*ity as clerk, to make complaint? 

Answei'. No, sir, he- did not come to me in that capacity: when he was whipped the 
second time, about a month since, he was on his way to give evidence before the United 
States commissioner ; he had been summoned to go before the commissioner to give 
evidence, and while on his way he was attacked in Cleveland County, about ten miles 
from Shelby, and very badly beaten. 

Queation. Did you see him immediately after that occurred? 

Answer. He was whipped on a Friday night, and I saw him the Saturday. night after; 
he got to Rutherfordton Saturday evening. 
^>Me8/ion. What account did he give of it? 

Anmer. He stated that they had gone into camp about 10 or 11 o'clock at night ; he 
was then suffering from a beating he had had some time before that, and was not able 
to get out of the wagon ; he was still in the wagon in camp ; he had been there an hour, 
or such matter, when a party of men rode up to the wagon where they were camped, 
jerked him out of the wagon, and injured him so that he thought his arm was broken ; 
they then took him, with other parties along with him— his wife, daughter, son-in-law, 
and a nephew of his— and stated that they intended to kill them; that they had been 
swearing against them on different occasions — telling about this man being whipped 
on a former occasion ; that he had sworn against them the last time he ever would, and 
that they intended to kill him and the whole party. 

Question. Were these other members of his family going before the commissioner aa 
witnesses ? 

Answer. No, sir; not all of them; his nephew was going up to drive the wagon in 
which they were going ; his wife and daughter were witnesses; his son-in-law was on 
his way to Raleigh for a son who was going to the deaf-and-dumb school there. 

Question. What did they do with Mr. Biggerstaff? 

Answer. They did not whip him at that time ; they jerked him out of the wagon and 
put a rope about, his neck, and said they were going to shoot them all ; they formed a 
ring around them, and about the time they were going to shoot them the horses made 
some noise, and these disguised men looked around to see what was the matter with 
the wagon ; just at that time the nephew of !Mr. Biggerstaff got away from them, and 
succeeded in getting off, though thej^ fired at him several times; they then said, " W^e 
are in a hell of a fix now; he has got away and he will tell, for he knows us;" they 
then turned them loose and left. 

Question. Did he recognize any of the men, and tell who they were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were their names ? * 
Answer. Jonas Radford, James Hunt, Jason Witherow, John Witherow, and Thomas 
Toms. These parties have been arrested upon a warrant from the commissioner of our 
county, the United States \jommissioner, and bouud over to attend the Federal court 
at Marion, which meets on the third Monday in August. There were other parties 
along, whom Biggerstaff and those who wer^ with him could not recognize; they were 
satisfied who they were, but were not willing to. swear to them. 
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QiiestiotL Were those persons the same who had been charged with the original 
whipping about which he was going to testify ? 

Answer, Some of them were the same who had been identified by Biggerstaff before • 
two or three of them ; I do not remember the exact number. 

Question, You say that is the most recent occurrence ? 

An8iL'€7\ That is the most recent occurrence of any note and of an outrage committed 
upon a man of any character. 

Question. Do you know Biggerstaff personally ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What is his character and standing in society ? 

Answer. He is a man of as good character for truth and honesty as. there is in our 
community; he is a poor man ; owns a little farm and some stock, but ha& everything 
about him at home necessary to make himself comfortable ; with protection would be 
as comfortable as almost any man in our county. 

Question, What is his age ? 

Answer, I suppose he is something over sixty ; I do not know his exact age. 
Question. You say he has a family ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What offense had he committed which was given as a reason for whipping 
him in the first instance ? 

Answei', I can ^ive you my opinion of the reason ; but there is no offense charged 
against him publicly. 

Question. Well, what is it ? 

Answer, He is a rpJphiA TTninT| rnn n^ and was durin jo ^ the war ; he aided Union men 
to pass through the lines. At the'surrender he received protection-papers from General 
Palmer ; I h^ve a copy of his protection-pp^pers with me. For that there is a peculiar 
hatred toward him by the men in the country who helped to bring on the war in the 
first instance. 

Question. He is a white man ? ^ 
Answer, Yes, sir. • 

By Mr. Poland : 

Question. Were th^e men you have named as having made the attack upon him — 
were those men rebels ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they were al l original sece ssionists. 
Question, Were any of them in tlie reb^l firhiy ? 

Ansxcer, I believe all were in the rebel army — every one of them — except, perhaps, 
Hunt. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Do you know of any offense which Mr. Biggerstaff had been charged with 
in that community by public rumor or in any other manner ? Do you know of any 
other reason for whipping him than you have given ? 

Answer. There was a case in which Biggerstaff was tried for a forcible trespass on 
some parties who were engaged, as a general thing, in these whippings in that section 
of country. I can state how that came up. 

Question, If it is assigned as a reason for this proceeding, we want to know all the 
circumstances about it. 

An8wei\ I do not know that they assigned any cause, only that he waa^iepublican ; 
thafe was the only real cause, ia the first- instance, for whipping him. 

Question, Did they assign that as the reason ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that is assigned in every case of whipping there, I think, without , 
exception ; that is, every case of whipping that has occurred in our county. 

By Mr. Van Trump : — 
Question, Who assigned it ? 

Answer, •'the men who do the whipping ; that is a statement I get from every party 
who has been whipped. _ 



w^ithout / 



By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Did they tell the victims so ? 
Anstcer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, Was his connection with the law-suit you have mentioned assigned as a 
reason for whipping him ? 

Answer^ I believe he told me that when they whipped his daughter the first time 
they said that they had been swearing against.parties, and that they would give them 
a whipping for that ; that they whipped her because she had been swearing against 
them. She had been swearing against some of them for forcible trespass also. 
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By Mr. Pool : 

Question, I want to know about that matter of forcible trespass. I have seen that 
assigned in some papers as a reason for whipping Biggerstaff, and I would like to have 
the witness state what it is. 

Answer, In February, 1870, 1 believe it was, a party of men went to the house of a 
man named McGahey. 

Questim, Do you tnean a party of men in disguise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, a party of disguised men went to McGahey's, and abused his wife 
somewhat. He was not at home that night, when they were there, but come in in an 
hour or such matter, aftfer his wife had been abused. It was snowing ; there was snow 
on the ground at the time. He went around to some of his neighbors, among them to 
Mr. Biggerstaff, and got them to go with him and track the parties who had committed 
the outrage upon his wife. They tracked the parties to Sam Biggerstaff 's, a half 
brother of this Aaron Biggerstaff, who has been whipped. 

Question, Do you mean that Aaron Biggerstaff was in the crowd who went with 
McGahey ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; to trace this matter. When they got to Sam Biggerstaff 's, so the 
testimony is, there were two or three guns fired into Sam Biggerstaff' ^s house. Aaron 
Biggerstaff acknowledged that he was one of the party, and he was tried for a forcible 
trespass upon his brother. 

Question, One of the party that fired the guns ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not that he fired a gun, but that he was with the party w^ho did fire 
the guns. He was tried for forcible trespass and fined $20 or |*25, for beiug with the 
party of men who were engaged in hunting up those who had abused McGahey's wife. 
That is the only crime I ever heard charged against him. ^ 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Was his brother Samuel one of the party who visited him afterwards, and 
whipped him ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir; and he was sworn to by him. 

Question, Now give us as briefly as you can such other cases of recent occurrence in 
Rutherford County as have been brought to your notice. 

Ansicei'. I have a memorandum here that will assist my memory somewhat, a memo- 
randum of most of the cases in our county. On last Saturday night, a week ago, a 
man by the name of Joseph Tessanier, as is stated in a letter which I have received 
since I left home 

Question, You have no knowledge of that except what you derived from that letter? 
Ajisiver, That is all. 

Question, If you have reliable information sufficient to satisfy you that such cases 
have occurred, give us the number of the cases and who were the parties upon whom 
these outrages were inflicted, without going into details. 

Answer, There was a case about two months since of a colored boy of the name of 
Henry Carpenter^ A party of men went to his house in the night and took his gun 
away froin him. 

Question, Have you that from him ? 
^ Answer, Yes, sir ; I have it from him. He said that they told him it would not do for 
negroes to have guns ; that they must not have them for they would get into devil-* 
ment ; that they must be as they were before the war ; that the democratic party were 
their friends, if they acted right, and to prevent them from acting wrong they would 
take their arms away from them. That is about the statement he made to me. 

Question, Do you know this boy Carpenter ? 
I Answer. Yes, sir ; I was very well acquainted with him ; he was raised by my fathejr- 
in-law. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was any other outrage committed upon him ? 

Answe7\ No, sir ; only taking his gun away from him. Then there is the case of an 
old man by the name of Nodine, a soldier of the war of 1812. He came to see me and 
talked with me a great deal. The case occurred perhaps three months ago. He stated 
to me that a party of men came to his house and struck him two or three licks with a 
hickory. 

Question, Were they disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they were disguised. He said he thought he knew a portion of 
them, but he was getting old and could not see well, and he would not swear to them. 
Question. What did they urge against him as the reason for whippiug him ? 
^^^Ansiver, His being a republican ; no other offen^ could be charged against the old 
soldier. 

Question. Is he a man of respectability? 
^Answer, Yes, sir ; as good a character as that of any man ; there is nothiug against 
him at all. 
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By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was this at niglit? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, 

Question. Did they take him out of bed? 
Ansiver. I believe he said he had not gone to bed. 
Question. Were his family i^resent ? 
Anstccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was this beating done in the presence of his family ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Do you know of any other cases that have occurred within the last five or 
six months ? 

Ansivcr. So many cases have been reported to me that I hardly know how to get at 
them. 

By Mr. Van Trump; 

Question. How came you to be selected as a depositary 'of this information ? Why 
did they come to you ? 

Ansivcr. I am about as strong a republican as there is in our county, and they come 
to me to get advice and information as to what they shall do. I have been in the habit 
of telling them what course to pursue, to go and take out a warrant, &c. 

Question. Have you been m the habit of hunting up these cases ? 

Answer. No, sir; there are plenty of them without hunting them up; they will come 
to you, in spite of all you can do, without hunting them. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Are^ou clerk of the superior court there? 
Ansiver.- Yes, sir. ' "^ '^ 

By the Chairjlvn : 

Question. We have been asking you about recent cases. Have there been numerous 
cases of this character Avithin two years past ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there have been I cannot tell how many. I suppose from one hun- 
dred to two hundred cases within the last two years. 

Question. You are in one of the counties where these Ku-Klux outrages have been 
very numerous ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. As I have stated, the county adjoins the South Carolina line, at 
Spartanburg County, and it joius Cleveland County in North Carolina, in which it is 
said there are more Ku-Klux than in any other region of country. 

Question. I have inquired of you about recent cases in order to ascertain if the pas- 
sage by Congress of what is known as the Ku-KIux bill has had any effect upon the 
commiinity in suppressing these disorders. — , 

Answer. 1 do uot know that there are so many as before the passage of that act ; but 
that might be accounted for in a different way, that there is now such an intimidation 
through all that country that it is not necessary to whip so much as three months 
ago, perhaps. 

Question. To what do you attribute it f 

Ansiver. I think the act has had a good effect there ; that is my opinion ; I think a 
great many men there are more cautious about committing these outrages than they 
were before. 

Question, Have you any such evidence as would satisfy you that the organization of 
the Ku-Klux in North Carolina is still kept up. 
Answer. Yes, sir, I have. 

Question. Was this whipping of the Biggerstaff family, while on their way to Raleigh, 
as described by you, done in the same manner as similar outrages whicb have occurred, 
heretoforft ? 

Answe)\ No, sir ; I think he said to mo that none of the men had the regular disguise 
on ; they had handkerchiefs tied over their faces, or something of that kind, but they 
were not regularly disguised. He accounted for that in this way : that they went 
there intending to kill him; they made the statement to him that they did. 

By Mr. Poland : 
Question. Did he know the men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. And they made the statement when young Biggerstaff made his 
escape that they had played the devil, or something to that amount. 

By the Chairman : ' 
Question. Is that the first case to your knowledge which has been taken into the 
United States courts sin*ce the passage of this law ? 
Ansiver. I think it is the first case in our county under the new act. 
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Question. Have there been any otliers since, except the case that arose out of the 
whipping of witnesses ? 

Answer. Warrants have been issued in a number of cases in our county within the 
last three weeks j I do not know how many. 

Question. Have you known, prior to the jpassage of this law, any person in Rutherford 
County who was arrested, tried, and convicted for any of these offenses known as Ku- 
Klux outrages ? 

Answer. There never has been but one case in our county before the passage of this 
act in which men were arrested ; that was the case of the parties who Ku-KIuxed Mrs. 
McGahey, Owens, and some others, on the same night of the forcible trespass which 
Biggerstaff was in. Those men were arrested under a bench warrant issued by Ju^l^ 
Logau. A true bill was found in the superior court of our county, and upon the affi- 
davit of the defendants the case was removed to McDowell County, and it has been 
continued every term in McDowell County. 

Question. That is the adjoining county ? 
. Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. There has been no trial ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was swotn off the first time by the defendants, and I believe at 
the last term it was sworn off by the solicitor, because he could not get his witnesses 
there on account of intimidation ; however, I do not know whether he was required 
to swear to that. 

^ Question. You say that was the only case prior*to the passage of the new law in which 
any arrest had been made ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You speak of the state of intimidation brought about by whippings in that 
county. Did such a state of intimidation prevail there, to your knowledge, in conse- 
quence of these whippings ? 

Ansiver. About the time they refused to go to court it was stated to me that a juror 
who was drawn and summoned for the last term of the court for our county refused to 
go, because ho was notified if he did go he would be Ku-Kluxed ; that a negro would not 
• be allowed to sit on the jury. 

By Mr. V^vn Trump : 

(Question. Was he the only colored .man on the jury ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think there were three. In our county there are generally two or 
hreo on every jury, and have been since 1868. 
Question. Did the other colored jurors attend ? 

Answci\ Yes, sir ; but this man lived down in t his dis affected portioiu3£.iha county, 
right where the South Carolina line joins Rutherl'ord OU thO HOUthJ and the Cleveland 
line on the east j he lives right down in the corner. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you any other facts within your knowledge which bear upon the sub- . 
ject of this inquiry, relating to the execution of the law and the safety of person and 
property in the State of North Carolina 1 

Answer. I san say that persons in our county do not consider their lives safe, so much 
so in some parts of the county that some twelve or fifteen are now living in- Ruther- 
fordton, and have left their farms where they have crops, and are staying in Ruther- 
fordton for protection. 

' By Mr. Poland : 

Question. Do they live in this southern portion of the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. - ' ' " 

By Mr. Pool : 
I Question. Are they republicans ? 

I An^ioer. All republicans ; no conservative has been forced to leave his home. 
By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You say they are in terror, and whipping is not so necessary as formerly in 
order to subjugate them. Have you any other facts now within your recollection to 
substantiate that statement ? You spoke a while ago about the number of whip- 
pings. Did you make the statement from what citizens have said to you or fi*om the 
acts of the people ? 

Answer. There is less being said in the southern part of the county ; men do not come 
out and express their sentiments as they have heretofore done. I know men in the 
lower part of the county there who say they would not now go to the polls at all, and 
would not vote, no matter what the issue was, for their prox^erty and their persons 
would not be safe if - they did so. 

Question. How long since these persons mo-* ed into town ? 

Answer. Mr. Biggerstaff came in four or five weeks ago last Saturday, the evening 
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after his second Tvhipping; his wife and daughter w.ere with liim. There are colored 
men who have been Qoming iu there since December; I do not know how many there 
are of them ; some from Cleveland County, and some from the lower part of Huther- 
ford County. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. How long since you have been down in the southern part of the county ? 
Answer, I went down there week before last, Ijlte one evening, and came back in 
the morning ; I went down to see a sick sister. ' . 

Question. You staid there all night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I understand you to say that you were about the fiercest republican iu 
llutherford County. 

Answer. I do not know that I said **the fiercest;" I think I am as strong a republi- 
can as any there. 

Question. Were you afraid to go down there ? 
Answer. I confesss that I did not feel safe. 
Question. Were you troubled while down there ? 

Answa\ There was a Ku-Klux signal made within one hundred and fifty yards of my 
father's house, although I was there sitting up with a sick sister. 
Question. Yowv father lives there, then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, Is he a republican ? 

Answer. He has been^ but he does not express himself now. 
Question. WhsCTdo you meanHS^Tthe Ku-Klux making a signal ? 
Answer. They fired a gun or pistol three times ; that is understood to be the signal 
for the camp to assemble. 

Question. Are there a great many republicans down there? 
Answer. ' They -are pretty scarce now. 
Question. Have there been ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there would be a majority in that part of the county. 

Question, You do not know who fired those three shots ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question. That is all that was done? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is all that was done. 

Question. You say that is a signal for them to assemble ? 

Answer. It is said to be the signal for a camp to assemble; I do not know of my own 
knowledge. * 

Question. The signal did not seem to have been obeyed ? 
Answer, I do not know whether it was or not. « 

Question. It was not obeyed, so far as you were concerned, if it was intended for you ? 
Answer. Unless it was intended to intimidate me, to let me know they were there. 

By Mr. Poland : 

Question. What do you mean by camps ? You say it was a signal for the camp to as- 
semble. 

Answer. It is said that this White Brotherhood or Ku-Klux are divided into camps. 
Question. What is a camp ? 

Answer. A certain number of men in the Klan ; I do not know how many. lit each 
settlement where they meet they have a camp. The way I understand it, they are 
made up of camps and have a commander. 

Question. How often do they meet ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I believe it is said they meet about once a week or two 
weeks. 

Question. Did those men who have given you information about crimes being com- 
mitted also give any account of these camp^ ? 
Anstver, No, sir; I did noifc get my information from them. 

Question. Have you ever had any conversation with a man who professed to be a 
member of this-Xu-Klux? 

Answer. I have never had any conversation in regard to the matter, or asked for in- 
formation, from a man who said he belonged to it. I have had conversations with men 
who said that they had talked with members of the Klan ; that is the way I got my 
information. 

Question. Have these people who moved into town, and who expressed this terror, 
complained to officers of justice in order to secure their protection ? 

A7i8iver. Biggerstaff and some of these colored men have, and warrants have been is- . 
sued, and some of the men have been arrested, and I suppose have been tried since I left 
home ; their trial was set do^vn for a day since I left there. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. How long since these Ku-Klux operations began in your county ? 
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Ansiver. I believe the first outrage was committed in February, 1870 — that on McGa- 
hey's wife ; that is the first I remember having been committed in our county. 

Question, Do these outrages occur all over the county, or only in the southern part 
f of the county ? 

f Answer, In the southern part, in the edge of the county, say six or eight miles of the 
I county bordering on the Cleveland County line and on the South Carolina State line ; 
' that is where most of the troubles have been. 

Question. What proportion of the county is that? 

Answer. I suppose perhaps one-quarter of the county. 

Question. You say that a majority of the people in that region were republicans ? 
Anstvei'. Yes, sir j they were in 1868, before this. 
Question. White or colored ? 

Answer. They are white ; there are some colored men there, but the white have a ma- 
jority iu every township in our county. Tlje republican majority in 1868 was between 
300 and 400 white men, and then there were between three and four hundred colored 
men in the county, making a total republican majority in the county of about 800. 

Question. What was the result of the election in 1870 ? 

Answer. Our county went republican by from 210 to five hundred and something ; 
difi"erent majorities on the different candidates. 

Question. What was the effect in this particular locality? 

Answer. My impression is now — I will not be positive — that the republican party lost 
in that section while they gained in the other ; that's my recollection, though I will 
not be positive about it. 

Question. There was a loss in that county ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it confined chieflyto that locality ? 

Ansiver. There was a general falling off of the vote ci the county ; the democrats 
gained only some thirty-odd votes, while the republicans lost all the rest of the differ- 
ence; it was a smaller vote than before. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question.' You say the first intimation you had of the existence of this organization 
was in 1870 ? 
Answer. That was the first whipping. 

Question. There had been many elections before that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not hear of the organization before that time ? 

Answer. I had heard of the organization ; not of any outrage in the county. 

By ]yir. Blair : 

/^Question. You have said that within the last two years there have been two hundred 
tuirages in that county ? 

Answer. I think from one hundred to two hundred outrages have been committed 
since February, 1870 ; one or two hundred persons whipped in the county. 

Question. Whq^t gave such a sudden impulse to these things in February, 1870? 

Answer. X cannot account for it; I do not know any reason why these outrages should 
have begun then. 

Question. The presidential election of 1868 was about as exciting and important an 
election as any that has taken place there since ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there was no great excitement there at the presidential election; 
there was not a full vote at all. ^ 

Question. There is not a full vote now, as I understand ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the vote has not been as large since 1868 ; I think we cast as large a 
vote in 1868 as we have since the war. 

By Mr. Poland : 

Question. Have all the persons who have suffered from thes^ outrages and acts of vio- 
lence been republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, every one in our county, where disguised men have committed 
the outrage. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any republican having been connected with any of 
these bands who have perpetrated outrages ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; I never heard of a single republican in our county being connected 
with them. 

Question. Have you heard of any one being charged with it ? 

Answer. I have Jieard the charge made by the democratic party ; the democratic 
party xiharsed the whole thing on the republicans. 

Question. Is there any one republican in your community fvhom you have heard 
charged with this ? 

Answer. There was a murder there that is sometimes classed as a Ku-Klux outrage, 
but I suppose politics had nothing to do with it. It occurred in the upper part of the 
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county ; I refer to the killing of the fniTlilY ]iT Adairs and Bainard ; but I 

suppose politics had nothing to do with it. ■ 

By the Chairmax : 
Question, Was that case tried ih court? 
Answer, The men have been arrested and are in jail. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Qiiesiion. I want to ask you a question or two about this matter, to see if I can get 
into it so as to understand it. You say there have been in the neighborhood of from 
one to two hundred outrages there during the last year ? 

Answer, I think there have been from one to two hundred persons whipped and 
abused in that county. 

Question. In that single county ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Can yoii give the names of any of the parties who have been outraged ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, give us some of them. 
Ansicer, There was Bob Toms. 
Qnestion. What sort of a man is he? 

Answer. He is a colored man ; I do not know anything about his character. 
Question. What was done with him ? 

Answer, J do not know ; it was just reported to us there at Rutherfordton that there 
was an outrage committed upon Toms. The same night that they whipped Bob 
Toms 

By :RIr. Van Trump : 

Question, You said you did know what was done with him ; you now know that he 
was. whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I believe he was whipped. The same night he was whipped a col- 
ored school-house or church was burned- right, close to him. Then there was Ben 
Howrer. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, What was done with him ? 

Answer. I do not remember. Then there was Martin Daggett; he was whipped 

By Mr: Van Trump ; 

Question, Have you marked his name in your memorandum there as " whipped ? " 

Answer, No, sir ; I know the parties. These are some memoranda I made hastily 
when I was starting from home. Then there is Richard Logan ; I do not remembei 
what they did to him. Then there are Martin Pearson and wife ; they were whipped 
two different times, as I have it on my memorandum here. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Who were they ?. 

An8we)\ A colored man and his wife. Then Granville Miller, whipped twice ; Walton 
Calvert, whipped ; and John Nodine 

By ;Mr. Pool : 
Question. What did they do to him? 

Answe)', They whipped him ; that was the old gentleman I mentioned sometime ago, 
a soldier of the war of 1812. J. P. Gillespie, a justice of the peace, abused ; not whipped, 
but just abused, talked to, threatened. The Bradley family, colored ; 1 do not know 
how many, perhaps some five or six. 

Question. What was done to thcpi ? 

Answer, They were whipped. 

^wesfiow. The whole family? 

Answer, There w^ere several of them who were grown j they were whipped. 
Question. All the same night ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Then there was Aaron Biggerstaff, and William Holland. 

Question, Was Aaron Biggerstaft's daughter whipped too ? 

Answer, Yes, sir.' 

Question, Tell us about that. 

Answer, Her name was Ramsay, she had been married, but her husband was dead. 
The first time they whipped Biggerstaff they also beat her with a stick on her arms ; 
perhaps some of them knocked her with their fists, I believe pushed her down ; that, 
I believe, was the amount of it. 

Question, Was there anybody else whipped there ? 

Anstvei\ That night ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 
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Ansicer, The old lady.Tvas pushed about and threatened ; I do not know that she was 
'vrhipped. 

Queation. How old is she ? , 
Answer. Sixty, I suppose. 

Question. How long have she and Mr. Biggerstaff been married? 
Answer. Judging from the age of their children, I should say forty years. 
Question. Is there anything against her character ? 

Answer. Nothing in the world, that I ever heard of. The name of the daughter was 
Mary Ann Ramsay, 

Question. How was Mr. Biggerstaff whipped ? 

Answer. Biggerstaff said that he was whipped with hoop-poles and sticks and withes 
until he coukl neither sit, stand, nor lie ; they had just to prop him up in bed, and I 
think he remained there two weeks before he coukl leave the house. He said you 
could not lay your hand on him, from the top of his head to the bottom of his feet, 
without putting it upon some bruise or gash. 

Question. Was he stripped ? 

Ansicer. I think not. 

Question. Can you give any other names ? 

Answer. 1 have here the name of Mrs. McGahey, about which I spoke some time • 
since. I do not know that I can remember the names of as many as I have no doubt 
have occurred. I have the names of Almon Owens, Nancy Owens, Mrs. Jenkins, Ibby 
Jenkins 

Question. Were they all whipped ? 

Answer. Whipped and pushed about ; sometimes they did not whip tbem, but caught 
hold of them and shoved them about and pushed them down. This old lady, Mrs. 
Ibby Jenkins, was not whipped, but pushed about, and her arm hurt very much. 
Then I have the name of Joseph Tessanier. Then there is the name of Ann Warren ; 
she is a white woman of very bad character. Then there was a colored school-house 
burned in Colfax Township, about the first of February, 1871. Then I have the names 
■ of M. E. Taylor, Lightner Hall, and Mrs. Simmons. 

Question. Was she a white lady ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was she whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; she was a woman of bad character. Then there is Elizabeth 
Brooks. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. What was she whipped for ? 

Answer. She was about to marry an old man, and it was said that his sons were the 
parties who whipped her. They were disguised and went there. 

By Mr. Trump : 

f Question. Then it seems^hat ahyperson who has a wrong to redress in your county 
j puts on a mask and goes out for that purpose ? 

Answer. 1 do not doubt there is much of that done. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Were the sons of that old man members of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Ansioer. It was so reported. I believe these are all the names I can remember right 
now. I might, perhaps, extend the list by thinking and referring to my file of news- 
papers. 

By Mr. V^vu Trump : 

Question. In Reference to these women whom you designate as bad characters, were 
they in the town ? 
Answer. No, sir; in the country. 
Question. What do you mean by bad characters ? 
Answer. They were disreputable ; not virtuous at all, some of them. 
Question. And somebody undertook to correct them and reform them in that regard ? 
Answer. I suppose that was at least the excuse for the whipping. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. What is the whole number of voters in Rutherford County ? 
Answer. About twenty-five hundred. • 
Question. How many colored voters are there in the county ? 
Ansiver. I think there are a few over four hundred. 

Question. How many white republican voters in the county ? . 
Auswer. I think there may be about nine hundred white republicans in the county. . 
Question. How many white democrats ? 

Answer. That would make about eight hundred ; it might be a little different. The 
ublicans have between two and three hundred white majority, I think. ^ 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, That is, there are two hundred or three hundred more white republican 
voters than democratic voters in the county. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you mean to he understood that these one hundred or two hundred 
whippings in the county during the last year have been political whippings ? 

Answer. In every instance the statement has been made to the parties whipped that 
it was because they were republicans; and they must quit voting the republican T-^ 
ticket. 

Question. Then you have a majority of two hundred or three hundred white republi—!*A 
cans in the county, who permit that state of things ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they have made application for protection to prevent it. They 
could prevent it, perhaps, by retaliation ; but that is a very dangerous thing to com- 
mence. 

By Mr. Pool : C^^**^ 
Question. What is the condition of the adjoining county of Cleveland ? 
Ansii-er. I think there is a perfect state of intimi4aiioii.J:here. You cannot get out 
the republican vote in that county. 

Question. Is it worse in Cleveland than ^n Rutherford County ? 
Answer. A great deal worse, so far as intimidation is concerned. 
Question. Have there been outrages committed in Cleveland ? 

Answer. Quite a uumqer of outrages have been reported in that county. There are 
men in our town who left Cleveland, and reported that they had been whipped in 
Cleveland County and had come to our town for protection. 

Question. How about the number of white democrats in Cleveland? 

Answer. I think the vote of that county is from 1.800 to 2,000, and at the election in 
1868 they carried the county by about three hundred or four hundred majority. 

Question, The democrats carried it. 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are there many negroes in Cleveland County ? 

Answer. There are about five hundred colored voters there — that is, I have these fig- 
ures from parties ; I do not know that they are correct. 

Question. Is there any allegation that parties who commit outrages in Rutherforcl 
County come there from Cleveland County, North Carolina, or Spartanburg County, 
South Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is reported, that is, that the parties committing outrages neai 
the line are reporied- to come from South Carolina,^ ' 
Question. What od^kowdfimocrai^s so^y 
Ansiver. About their comingTfom South Carolina ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I notice that the Sentinel, published in Raleigh, stated that the Ku-Klux 
from South Carolina were committing these depredations, and they ought to be 
stopped, and that every body should join to put them down ; that it was giving Ru- 
therford and Cleveland Counties a bad name. ' 

Question. The Sentinel is a democratic paj^er. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Suppose the republicans of Rutherford were to attempt to retaliate ; wolild 
there be men coMuglff fr^t!flBWlmid Cou^ to help these 

par ties % ^ 

^Cnswer.^ Yes, sir; I have no doubt about it. 

^wesAiow That ts^ what yott are afraid jof. 
I Answer. No, sir ; we are n^t afraid -of thaty but we think if wo should commence re- 
taliation there w'buld be another strife, and we do not want to get 4l*e-twnntfy into 
another trouble. 

Question. 'Have there been more outrages committed in Rutherford^ County since the 
last election than before ? 
An^ivei\ Yes,^sir. 

Question. The'election came of in August, 1870? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And the Ku-Klux commenced their operations before the election? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I do not remember, however, any but the Biggerstiifi* and McGahey 
cases that came off before the August election. 

Question Is there an election to come off this approaching August, in the State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Truivip : 
Question. Is there not an election in your State every August? 
Ansiver.. The election this year is a small election. 
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By Mr. Pool : 
Question. It is upon the calling of a convention ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It is not for the election of officers, except delegates to the convention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is to vote whether there shall be a convention, to vote for dele- 
gates to the convention, and also to vote for township officers, magistrates, constables, 
school committees, &c. 

Question. When these parties were whipped, were their houses broken into ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe in almost every case. They would make a rush at the 
door, burst it open, and rush right in immediately, and jerk them out of their beds. 

Question. In the night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you give me the names of any men in the county of Rutherford against 
whom there is evidence of their being members of this ICan ? I am not acquainted in 
the county at all, and I may not recognize the names. But I would like to know , if 
you feel at liberty to give the names of those who are engaged in committing these 
outrages. 

Answer. I can give you a long list of names, that I have at second-hand, of those who 
belong to the organization. A man states to me that he has it from the members of 
the organization ; I can give you a long list of names. 

Question. Of men who were suspected ? i 

Ansiver. Of men who were said to belong to it. 

Question. I do not care about a long list of names ; I want the names of ten or fifteen 
of the most intelligent men of the crowd, and of the best character in other respects. 

Answer, Could I have time to consider and make out a list of the names ? 

Question. I do not want to detain the committee ; but I want it at least for my own 
information. 

Answer. 1 can give you the names of men who are said to belong to it. 

Question. Give such names as you can now, selecting those who have some standing 
there, and who can come and have their say here. I think that would be but fair. 

Answer. L. A^ 3Iills, jr., a son of Dr. Ladson Mills, who represented our county j he 
is said to be a leader of the Klan. _ * ^ ^ ^ 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Where does he live ? 
Answer, In Rutherfordton. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Can you give any other names ? • • 

Answer. You could probably get information from Edmond Bryan, jr. 

By the Chairman : ^ 
Question. Give their post-office addresses as you mention the names. . 
Answer. The two I have mentioned live at Rutherfordton. Then, at Burnt Chim- 
ney post-office, are J. R. DePriest, T. J. Downey, Hoyle Gross, Guilford Eaves, and Bar- 
ney McMahou. Is that as many as you would liket I could give you others. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. That would be as many as we should want at one time. Can you give us 
the names of any parties in the adjoining county of Cleveland ? Do you know any- 
body- in Cleveland County ? . 

Answer. I know quite a number of men in Cleveland County. I think that Cantain 
Plato Du rham could tell about it in Cleveland. 

QuesfwnT^ow. do not think he is a member of this order? 

Answer. I do not think he is ? 

Question. Do you? 

Ans^€ft\ It is reported that he is ; and I think he could stop it if he would. 

Question. Give two or three additional names from Cleveland County. 

Ansiver. You may take the sheriff- of Cleveland County, B. Rl^ogjin; I think B. F. 
are his initials. His horee has been identified as being in these raiSs, and Mr. Bigger- 
staff offered to swear that he was one of the men at his house. 

Question. The present sheriff of Cleveland ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question, Is he related to Judge Logan ? 

Answer. Very distantly related. He told me himself that his horse had been de- 
scribed as having been seen in a raid. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Who told you so ? 
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Ansicer, Tho sheriff of Cleveland County told me that his horse had been described. 
Question. Is he a democrat ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question Theri^jsa democratic majority in Cleveland ? 

Answer, Ypa/pj^^T^ — ; — ____ 

Question, Give us one or two other names. 

Answer, You may take the name of James Alexander, of Shelby, and the name of 
William Bostick, at Morrisboro. 

Question. Have there not been a great many outrages within the neighborhoo.d of 
Morrisboro ? 

Ansiver. Within four miles of that place I suppose' there have been some fifteen or 
twenty outraj^cs, 

Question. Within what time ? 

Answer, I guess within tho last six months ; I do not know the exact date. 
Question, That is in Cleveland County ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; that is in the part of Cleveland County that joins Rutherford j all 
that sandy run of country around Morrisboro. 

By Mr. Blair : 

■ Question. I want you to tell us whether or not this outrage upon Biggerstaff was not 
reported £ind understood to be a retaliation upon him for an outrage committed upon 
Sam Biggerstaff, his brother. 

Answer, No, sir ; I never heard that report, and there were some twelve months be- 
tween the two. 

Question, You stated the fact to be that Sam Biggerstaff was among those who made 
tho assault upon him. 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; he swore to Sam Biggerstaff. 

Question, And you also stated that Aaron Biggerstaff was with a party who fired into 
Sam Biggerstaff's house previously. 
Answer, Yes, sir. 



Washington, D. C, June 15, 1871. 
A. WEBSTER SHAFFER sworn and examined. 

By the Chair^ian : 
Question, Do you live in North Carolina I 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 
Question, What part of it ? 
Answer, Raleigh. 

Question, Do you hold any official position there ? 

Answer. I am register in bankruptcy and United States commissioner. 

Question, Htow long have you held that position ? 

Answer, I have been register in bankruptcy in that district since 1868. I was for- 
merly register in the sixth district ; my present district is the fourth. 

Question. How long have you been United States commissioner ? 

Answer. I was appointed United States commissioner while I resided in the sixth 
district, in 1867 — the latter part of that year or the first part of 1868 ; it was during 
the December term of 1867 of tho United States circuit court ; whether it ran into Jan- 
uary I do not know. The date of the appointment I do not remember. 

Question. In the discharge of your duties as United States commissioner, have you 
had occasion to inquire into the commission of acts of violence and lawlessness in any 
part of North Carolina ? 

Ansicci'. I have since the act of May 21, 1870, in my capacity as commissioner. 

QuestioTf. State, as briefly as you can, the facts that have come under your,observa- 
tion, and the condition of things as affected by those acts of violence, down to the 
present time. 

An8we)\ The warrants issued from my office have run into Johnson, Chatham, Har- 
nett, and Moore Counties, chie^y against persons who had, during the night-time, dis- 
guised, assaulted the persons and houses of chiefly colored people, whipping, shooting, 
and otherwise mutilating them, in crowds of from eight to twenty and twenty-five — 
sometimes thirty. I should think the number of cases was about twenty-five. I could 
tell very readily tho exact number of cases I have heard. I do not know that I could 
tell the number of warrants I have issued which have been carried before other com- 
missioners. 

Question, By cases you have heard, you mean heard before you as commissioner ? 

Answet\ Yes, sir ; where the marshal returns prisoners before me. I could tell tho 
exact number of cases to-day, if X wanted to do so, by reference to some papers I have 
here. 
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Question. State, as briefly as you can, what has been the character of those cases. 

Answer. The parties who made oath for the issue of the warrants testified that parties 
in disguise had come there in the night-time, assaulted their houses aud persons, broken 
down their doors, aud in most cases taken the inmates — men, women, and children — 
and whipped and mutilated them. Do you want the details of any particular case ? 

Question. Give us the general aspect of the cases, and then, if you can, the names of 
the parties. 

Answer. The case of EsaigH^is, a colored man of Chatham County, is a peculiar 
one. The affair occurred some time in January last. A crowd of from twelve to twenty 
approached the house and undertook to beat down the door. Harris had some corn in 
the house that he had put against the door. After one man had beaten the door, and 
broken it down, it went against the corn, and did not fall. Harris had a gun with him, 
and he shot the man through the door. The man fell. Some of the party gave the 
alarm that one of them was shot. They picked him up, put him on a horse, and rode 
away with him. When that case was brought before me, there were about eight or ten 
parties arrested. They all proved an alihi, as usual ; and among them this man Clark, 
who was shot. In the examination before me I saw the wound. He was shot through 
the left breast, from the right side, apparently. Some of the shot struck and lodged 
in the left arm and some in the breast. They were fine shot. Harris had with him 
some of the shot that he had had in the house — specimens of the shot that were in the 
gun. This Clark was found ; and from the fact of his being wounded, and the knowl- 
edge that Harris had shot some one, I thought it -sufficient to arrest him. Harris did 
not know him. 

Question. Could he not identify him ? 

Answer. He could not identify him. He saw some of them through a window whom 
he did identify, but he did not identify the man at the door, because he was disguised. 
He wore a false-face with horns on it, as Harris described it, so that he could not see 
his face. The alibi that they proved for Clark was that he was employed with a man 
named Burg/ess and Burgess's son, about five miles from there, in a saloon, or whisky- 
Bhop ; that the Ku-Klux the same night came to his house, threw stones at the door, 
made offensive demonstrations, but were frightened and ran ; that Burgess was not at 
home at the time, but was on his way home with a keg of whisky ; that Burgess's son 
and this man Clark who was shot met him on the road, and they all three turned 
round and went back. Clark was the son of a widow, and was about eight miles from 
home when he started from that house. He went about three miles. The three had 
taken a cross-road through an old field where there had been some illicit distilling. 
The witnesses for the aliM testified that it was regarded as a dangerous country, 
although there was no evidence of any distilling there then ; and that while they were 
passing in Indian file through a path in the woods somebody shot the leader, Clark, 
who was ahead ; that the person, fired from the right, in the bushes j fired just one 
shot and Clark fell. Burgess and his son both swore that they were about there at 2 
o'clock at night from half an hour to an hour, trying to get Clark in a condition to 
carry him home; that they did not look into the bushes to see whether the man who 
fired the shot remained there, or to see who he was, or whether there was more than 
one. They swore, also, that they took him home that distance by partly carrying him 
and partly supporting him between them, and a part of the time walked him along 
withoiit carrying him at all ; that they passed five or six houses on the road, and saw 
nobody, and made no alarm. That was the inconsistency of the 'story. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Were those two witnesses. Burgess and his son, examined separately and 
apart from each other ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not know what the testimony was going to be, except that an 
alibi was to be proved. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Had they been charged with any special offense ? 
Ansiver. They were all arrested. 
Question. Both Burgess and his son ? 

Answer. Not Burgess's son ; he was not one of them. The witness testified that be 
recognized Burgess as one of the parties who had been at the house. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You mean the witness Harris ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you hear the charge against Clark alone, or was the charge a joint one 
against all the defendants ? 

Answer. It was a jcdnt one against the defendants ; but the evidence of Essie Harris 
was being given at the time to identify the man Clark. 
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Question. How did you come to examine one of the defendants to proye an alibi for 
a co-defendant ? 

Answer. It was Burgess's son who proved the aliU, Burgess was not examined. It 
was the son who gave the testimony as to the alibi. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. To prove the alibi of the father as well as others ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; that is where the first story arose that the Ku-Klux in that section of 
the country were republicans. This man Burgess, and Clark, and Burgess's son, I sup- ' 
pose, had been republicans. In 1868 they sux)ported the reconstruction measures of 
Congress, and voted for Governor Holden. 

By Mr. Vaj? Trump : ^ . 

Question, When was this examination before you ? 
Answer, Last Jd^nuary. 

Question, Had there been any evidence of change in their politics f 

An^ver, It was attempted to be proved that they were republicans at that time, but 
it could not be done. They brought Clark's mother, an old lady and feeble, and they 
tried to prove by her that he was a republican. There were three or four attorneys 
for the parties ; and she swore that he was a republican before the late election, the 
election at which I^Ir. John Manning ran. 

Question, Was it understood in 1868 that they were republicans ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chaikman ; 
Question. Who introduced that testimony ? 
Answer, The defense. 

Question, To show that they were republicans ? v 
Answer, They wished to show that they were republicans. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Did they show anything about their politics in the last election ? 
Answer, They were shown to be democratic. She undertook to say that he was a 
republican then, but would not swear to it at all. 

. By the Chairivian: 

Question. Did you admit that evidence in your judicial examination for the purpose 
of determining the probable guilt of the parties ? 

Answer. I heard the testimony. I did not admit it as a matter pertinent at all to the 
inquiry before the court. 

Question, Testimony of that kind was introduced to show that the defendants were 
republicans ? 
"Answer, It was admitted on that occasion. 

Question, And on the other side was testimony admitted to prove that they belonged 
to the democratic party ? 

Answer, There was no testimony at all offered on that point. The object was for politi- 
cal purposes so far as the attorneys for the defendants were concerned ; and there was no 
disposition to disprove it, because it was well understood what the politics of those 
men are at the present time. There was no question about it at all in the minds of 
anybody. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, You mean as to their politics ? 

Ansicer, Yes, &\jf, I regarded the question as improper anyway ; but the question 
was asked ; it was the first time, and I did not stop it immediately. 

♦ 

By the CHAmMAN : 
Question. Go on with your statement. 

Answer, The man Clark was held in a bond of .§3,000. He has, as I now understand, 
gone off. He is the first man who has deserted his bondsmen. That is about the nature 
of that case. It is now being heard by a grand jury at Ealeigh. 

Question. Harris identified the elder Burgess as one of the parties who had been at 
his house ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many persons besides the son were there who proved an alibi f 
Answer, Ko other besides Burgess's son was there to prove an alibi for Clark, except 
the parties who saw him at home. His mother was there for that purpose. 

3 N 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. In what way did Harris undertake to identify Burgess? 

Answer, He said he saw him through the window. It was a very clear, moon-light 
night. It is a peculiarity of the organization that in their prowlings they go ahout 
the country on moon-light nights. There is hardly an exception to that. 

Question. Was Burgess in disguise ? 

Ansiver, I believe he was disguised. 

Question, What was the character of the testimony of Harris in identifying Burgess; 
did he recognize any particular mark about him ? 

• Answer. I do not remember very distinctly what the testimony was as to Burgess ; 
but the testimony was, that it was a very clear, moon-light night, and that the parties 
were about the window, and some of them had their disguises off their faces. 

Question, Did Harris swear that Burgess had his disguise off t 

Answer. I cannot tell at present whether he swore particularly as to Burgess or not ; 
but he swore to three or four of the parties whom he identified by seeing their faces 
through the window ; and my judgment would be, that Burgess jfiad his disguise off 
with the rest, or Harris could not have recognized him. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, Does Burgess live in that neighborhood T 
Answer. Yes, sir ; about three or four miles from Harris. 
Question. Did you say that Burgess has left ? 

Answer. No, sir j it is Clark who has left. I think Burgess is still there. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Has the case been tried yet ? 

Answer, It was before the grand jury when I came away. The indictment had not 
been found when I came away. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Has Clark absconded ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the rumor through that section. 

Question. Was it proved that Burgess and Clark were democrats, to the satisfaction 
of every one ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; it was admitted they were ; that is all I know. 

By Mr. Van Truivip : 
Question. Who admitted it ? 

Answer. All the parties admitted it. Mrs. Clark, whom they brought forward to prove 
that Clark was a republican, said that he had been a republican two or three years ago ; 
but she said that she did not know and would not swear what he was now. " He went 
about the country," she said, " trying to do the best he could." I remember distinctly 
the phrase she used, " that he was a 'publican two or three years ago." I suppose she 
meant a republican. 

Question. Are the terms synonymous down there T 

Answer, No, sir, not ordinarily ; but they are with some uneducated people. 

Question. Were these parties, Clark and Burgess, of any character at all? 

Answer. Burgess was a liquor-dealer. He had a small building with some liquors,, 
which he retailed at a cross-road. There is none of them, generally, that have any 
property of any amount. 

Question. None of whom ? 

Answer. None of these parties that go about tho country disguised. 

Question. You have never found many that belonged to the organization, have you T 

Answer. I apprehend that I have seen a great many. I never saw them disguised, 
and was never in their organization. 

Question. Do not certain men whom you suspect of belonging to the organization own 
property? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that I ever had a case before me personally where 
such a man had any property at all. 

Question. You say these Ku-Klux aref generally men without property ? 

Answer. I refer to these persons who go about the country in this way, who belong 
to the organization, and take an active part in it. 

Question. That is a mere impression ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not altogether. I know some of them, and have had testimony. 
One is very apt to form a. pretty clear judgment upon the facts in such cases. 

By ]SIr. Pool: 

Question. I think I have heard, in connection with this case, that there was an effort 
to get a colored man to break the door open. 

Anstcer. 1 think the case to which you refer is another case— a case in Harnett County. 
In^that case I issued the warrant before 1 came away, but the parties had not been 
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brought before me. The testimony given on the issue of the warrant was that they 
had gone to the house once and the man had shot at them. 
()ifes/ioM. To whose house? 

Answer, To the house of a colored man, whose name I do not remember. They went 
to the house and he fired through the window, and they left. A few nights afterward 
they took a colored woman who lived in the neighborhood and made her go to the door 
and get him to open it. This is the case that Governor Caldwell has reported hereto- 
fore. They made her go to the door and rap, and ask for admittance. The man adj 
mitted her, and then they all passed in and took him out and shot some six or eighx 
bullets into him. He killed one of them with an ax and injured another in the face 
very severely. But that case has not been reported to me. I have no knowledge of the 
case by any testimony given except the testimony on which the warrant issued. 

Question, I have reference to a case where the negro went to the wood-pile for an 
ax; the owner of the premises, a white man, came out and interfered, ^ and the negro 
ran off. They carried the negro with them to break down the door. 

Answer. I know the case to which you refer. The man got off into the woods. Those 
parties were arrested. 

» By the CHAiRM.iN : 
Question, That is not the case we have been considering ? 
An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question, Then go regularly through the cases, as you recollect them, which have 
occurred since January. 

Answer, They are a little mixed up in my memory, but I will individualize them as 
much as possible. The title of one case is Benton Knight and others. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Is that the case where a negro was made to open the door ? 

Answer, No, sir ; it is the case that Mr. Pool has spoken of. It happened in the 
vicinity of Egypt, in C hatham Count y, at the junction of Chatham, Harnett, and Moore 
Counties. It occurred about two months ago. 

By the CHAiRaiAN : 
Question, Were the parties brought before you in that case ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you examine witnesses ? 
Answer, Yes. sir. 

Question, State as briefly as you can what that case was. 

Ansive}\ I am trying to separate the cases in my mind. It is a difficult matter for 
me to separate the testimony in the cases. I had the testimony in some of these cases 
written out. I turned them over, a day or two before I received this telegram, to the 
district attorney. The only thing I remember distinctly was that they took him from 
a house. There was a woman with him, the wife of this man whom they brought to 
break open the door, and she identified two or three of the parties. They went to the 
door with him, and made him try to knock the door down. He could not break it 
down, and then he started to go to the wood-pile, as he said, for an ax, which he did 
not find, but he found the rear of the house and got into the woods. ^ They did not 
succeed in getting the house open, according to the best of my recollection. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. What reason did they give him for wanting him to break the door ? 

Answer, They were afraid the man in the house would shoot. It was a week or two 
after this case of Essie Harris, who had shot one of them. Although he had been shot 
two or three times himseif, he was not very seriously injured. He had shot one of them 
through the door, and they were a little afraid. 

By >Ir. Van Trump : 

Question, In the case in which you say a negro woman was made to go along with 
those men to induce the person in the house to open the door, how many were testified 
to as being in'the band on that occasion ? 

Ansiver, Three, I think, were held for it. They were all whom any proof could be 
obtained against. 

Question, The door was opened by the man inside I 

Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, They went in with the woman and got him out ? 

Answer, They went in with her and got him,.out,.and shot him. He is lying in 
Harnett County now. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question, What is his name ? ' 
Ansicer, I do not recollect. 
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Quesiion. You say that he was shot with seven or eight balls in him, and that then ho 
got an ax and killed one of them ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. I want to correct my testimony on that point. Those parties were 
not brought before me. 

Quesiion. You got your information from others ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What was the precise state of facts in regard to the struggle, if there was 
one ; did the men catch hold of him ? 
Answer, I do not know. 
Question, How did he get the ax ? 

Answei\ I do not know. Governor Caldwell told me that one of the witnesses had 
been before him and reported that when the door was opened by the woman, these men 
ran to the door and got in, and he jumped back to the lire-place and got the ax ; they 
fired at him two or three times; whether they hit him or not I do not know. In the 
meUe he struck one of them upon the head and split his head open. 

Question. Did you not say in your previous statement that he was shot with seven or 
eight balls ? 

Answer, I have not got through. In the meUe he struck one man on the head and 
Bplit his head open. After that I think they got him and took him to the wood-pile in 
the fi-ont yard, and they got his ax away from him. TJiis man who was struck over 
the head died and was buried there ; and his body was exhumed afterward during the 
preliminary examination of the case. The man whom they had taken from the house 
got away -and started for the woods. They fired at him, and they sent some six or 
eight balls into him ; but he got away. He fell once. The next morning he was found 
about one hundred yards from the house, near a fence. He had crawled out of the 
woods over an open field for that distance, but could not get any farther. That man 
is there yet, as I understand. 

By Jtlr. Van Trump : 
Quesiion. How did these men get the ax from him ; in a personal struggle ? 
Answer, I suppose so. ^ 
Quesiion. While they had their pistols or other fire-arms ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I presume so. 

Quesiion. Instead of shooting him at a distance they got into a struggle with him ? 
AnswefT. They got the ax away from him somehow ; I do not know how. 
Question. Your knowledge in this case is entirely based upon information ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Is not that country rife with rumors of all kinds in regard to these trans- 
actions ? 

Answer, From Chatham County I hear the negroes are leaving the country and com- 
ing to Raleigh. 

Question, Are most of these reports started by negroes ? 

Ansivet\ Yes, sir ; the reports of whippings are generally from negroes. The distinc- 
tion betwen a report and a fact may be a question. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, This is the case you suppose 'Mr, Pool to have alluded to when he asked you 
about the negro woman going to the door? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question, Have you ever heard the facts of this case denied ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I never heard it denied at all ; everybody admits it ; the sheriff of 
the county admits it. The cases of parties coming from that county who are whipped 
severely, cut, and otherwise mutilated are what I spoke of as rumor, because we do not 
get testimony upon them ; but the backs of the victims show something about the 
facts very distinctly ; and the injuries are not always confined to the backs. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, So far as you recollect individual cases that have been before you, proceed 
in order and give them. 

/ Answer, There are several cases that I never issued warrants upon, for the reason 
/that while the outrages have been terrible, in some respects, there is no testimony 
f upon them. One is the case of Fran ces Gilmore, a colored wo^ jiaa^fegrCSaOiam*, in 

f the vicinity of Locksville. "'' 

^ .^itesfiowS^hen ? 

Answer, Aboilt-two months ago. 

Question, What was her statement ? 

Answer, She came to my office and complained that she had been whipped ; that dis- 
^ised persons had visited her house in the night-time, taken her out, and whipped 
.her; laid her on the floor, taken her clothes ofi*, and whipped her with a board; turned 
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her over and whipped her again ; then with matches bumed the hair from her private 
parts, and cut her with a knife; and that she had been lying there about three weeks, 
unable to got to me before. I asked if she could identify any of the parties. She said 
she could not. I asked if there was anybody there who could do so. She said nobody 
was there who knew any of them except by suspicion. It is so very difficult to prove 
anything where they do identify them, that it is very discouraging to undertake to 
arrest persons purely on suspicion for such an offense as that. I desire to say that she 
was a colored woman, because I wish to make this case distinct ; there were two cases 
very similar. Right after that there was another case in which another Frances Gil- 
more was interested. 

By ]Mr. Pool : 
Question. VLsiQ ^e a white wom an ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, From what county ? 

Ansicer, Chatham County. In this last case the white woman belonged to a party 
of contractors on the Chatham Railroad. The principal contractor with the road was 
a man named Howie, from Richmond. These women were about the road ; I do not 
know what they were doing. The Ku-Klux came there in the night-time — some forty 
or fifty of them, as the testimony showed — and entered the camp of these persons, 
firing right and left, and hooting and hallooing. The contractors, I think, got away. 
They did not Qatch them. They had notified them before that they were going to 
drive them out of the country, as the testimony was given. Howie and some of his 
friends and laborers got away. They went to the house of this Mrs. Frances Gilmore 
and found two negroes there sleeping on a pallet. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Men or women ? 

Answer. Men. They found one white man, named Gilmore, and four women 
By the Chairman: 

Question. Did the testimony develop whether these w^ere women of good or bad char- 
acter ? 

Answer They were of rather bad character — rather worse than the generality of the 
country people, whosa character is not always very good. They entered the house 
and took one negro out and whipped him. They then undertook to take the other 
out, and he got through the door, and ran to get away. They shot him. That man. 
was not able to travel when the parties were arrested and brought before me. He is 
still there, but recovering, I think. The testimony showed that one colored man was 
very severely whipped, and the women were whipped ; also a girl, the only girl there 
was in the whole crowd ; I should judge she was about sixteen to eighteen years of 
age ; they took her clothes off, whipped her very severely, and then lit a match and 
bumed her hair off, and made her cut off herself the part that they did not burn off 
with the match. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Was she A-^vhito gixli • 




By the Chairman : 

Question. Did the testimony disclose whether the men who committed this act gave 
as a reason for it the presence of those women of bad character ? 
. . Answer. They did not give any testimony as to the cause of it. 

Question, In the examination was there proof of what they had said at the time ? 
. Answer. I do not recollect the testimony as to what was said at the \^mQ, The only 
testimony that went to show the animus of the thing, that seemed to be given for that 
purpose, was testimony as to the character of those people. 

By Mr. Van Truinip : • 

Question. Is there any information or public impression down there that there are 
frequently counterfeit 'Ku-K1ux ; that other parties assume masks to correct the morals 
of the people? What is the state of opinion down there in regard to that ? 

AnmGi\ If you mean to ask whether it is intended to instruct the people in ^ood 
morals, I do not know that it is. It is said that it is not political ; the conservatives 
say that it is not political. 

Question. Are there many private broils and much trouble among the negro popula- 
tion themselves ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Not at all T 

Answer, No, sir ; the colored people of Chatham County are as orderly, quiet, re- 
spectful a people as I ever saw in my life anywhere. 
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Question. Do they never have any quarrels among themselves? 

Answer, I do not know that they do. In the towns they do have quarrels, of course; 
they are a little disorderly ; they will steal, and I suppose do worse sometimes. 

Question, Do you say that the negroes as a race are fi'ee from any disturbances among 
themselves ? 

Answer, I am speaking from information that I have. I do not know and have not 
heard of any disturbance among the negroes of Chatham County, nor Harnett, nor 
Moore. I have not heard of any broils or disturbances among them, or anything of 
that nature. 

Question, Nothing that might induce any of them to assume masks and punish disor- 
ders among themselves ? 

Answer, No, sir ; some of them have been charged with burning barns and other 
buildings. That is the only thing of the kind I know of. They never attempted to 
give any testimony of that character before me. They never attempted to show that 
there were negro Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, What was there to explain the hostility to the contractor whom you men- 
tioned ? \ 

Answer, Mr. Congressman Porter, of Richmond, and this man were particular friends. 
When Mr. Porter was running in his second canvass, Mr. Howell made, I think, some 
speeches in and about Richmond, and then went down there with his men, engaged in 
that contract, and did some talking among the colored people when the canvass of Mr. 
Manning was going on. He had been employed there for some little time before, but 
went home to canvass for Mr. Porter, and when he returned the canvass of JNIr. Manning 
was going on. 

Question, And he took part in that ? 

Answer, He took some part in it, and advised the negroes to vote for Mr. Holden. 
Question, He had negroes working for him ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. He advised those negroes to vote for Mr. Holden ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; Mr. Howie is a very strong partisan. 
Question, On which side ? ' 
Answer, The republican. 

By Mr. Van Trtoip: 

Question, The scene of the outrages you mention was not in Mr. Porter's district ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, How far from Richmond ? 
Answer, About two hundred miles. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, These outrages were in Mr. Manning's district ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it appear that the object of the raid to that place was against these 
women when the party started ? Was there any evidence on that point ? 

Answer, Howie and the parties who were with him stated that they had received 
notice by papers heing left at their doors that they must leave. 

Question, The men had received notice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that those Yaipkee contractors had to leave the country. The tes- 
timony was given in that case by one or two of the women that one of the parties 
Btated that this was a southern country, and belonged to the Ku-Klux, that they gov- 
erned it, and iittended to have all Yankees and carpet-baggers leave the State. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was that in the testimony ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Whom did the testimony designate as uttering that? 
Answer, I cannot remember. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You mean that it was one of the disguised parties who made the statement ? 

Ansiver. I cannot remember the witness ; but the evidence was that it was one of the 
disguised persons who stated that. They lit a fire in the house, or made one of the 
tenants of the house light a fire to see by; one of them sat down on the edge of the 
bed, and this thing over his face was loose. He talked in that way, and shook his 
head considerably. That was the manner of the identification of him ; and he was 
the party that made the remark. 
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By Mr, Stevenson: 
Question, He was identified ^ 
Ansxver, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Were the parties bound over for a hearing ? 

Answer. They were bound over for a hearing before the grand jury of the circuit 
^court now in session. 

Question. Has there been any other case before you since that one ? 

Ansicer. Some other warrants have been issued. I issued the warrant in the Ruther- 
ford case upon which I think Mr. Carpenter has been here. 

Question* What case was^ that? 

Answer. The case of Diggef&taflL- The warrants which have been issued subsequent 
to the Gilniore or Howie case, as it is called, have not been returned before me. 

Question. Has the wan^ant in the Biggerstaff case been returned before yon ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was returned before another commissioner — the commissioner in 
Cleveland County. 

By Mr, Pool : 

Question. How many of these warrants have not been returned ? 
Ansicer. Some four or five. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. AVere the affidavits on which warrants were issued made before you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What account did the complainants in the affidavits give ? 

Answer. The last case, I think, was from Chatham County. It was the case of a man 
who swore that two or three parties in his neighborhood had been whipped, and he 
wanted me ta summon one of the parties who had been whipped to come before me to 
give testimony. I could not do so, of course, and I stated so to him. I asked him if he 
could not make affidavit upon information and belief, as that is all that is necessary by 
the form. He said that it was his information and belief that the parties had been 
very severely whipped in the night-time by persons in disguise. I asked him if he was 
willing to swear to it. He said he was. I wrote out the form of the affidavit and swore 
him to it. I read it to him afterward. I wrote it out after the words he gave me. I 
wrote the whole form, declaring that he, upon information and belief, swore that snch 
and such things had happened. He said he did not want his name in there. He 
ivanted to know where that paper would go. I told him it would go to the district 
attorney, and would be on file in my office until such time as the parties should be 
heard and returned to court. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Was he a black of a white man ? 

Answer. A w hite m an. He said he did not want his name on paper. I asked him 
why. He saTTtirtTrBy-^bnCdT^ oi^^^ 

Question. You had just asked him whether he was wiiling to swear to the facts ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. He said he was not willing his name should appear in the transac- 
tion. He said that if it did they would burn him out. I told him I thought it would 
not appear so that they would know it, and I did not think they would do that in any 
case, for that reason. He said they would do it ; that they had done it repeatedly. He 
said there were onahundred men that were whipp ejL^Jid-Bmtilated find bnmed-oufe- 
who did not reportPtC UliB u hu did. Hfl Was Very much frightened about it. He spoke 
in 'a very tremul(5tiH-voic©, «nd begged that the paper be taken out, and I took it out. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. 'You mean the paper was destroyed ? . • 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was he not evidently a very ignorant man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a jerj ignorant majxi. Ske, m ost of the country peon J^. 

Question. The question you put to Mm, whetEerTie was willing to swear to it, did not 
indicate to him that he would have to sign it ? 

Answer, He had signed it before I read it to him. It read that the information was 
given by him ; that he came before me and gave such and such information of such and 
^uch violations of law by such and such persons ; and when he found that he appeared 
in the paper as the informer; and that the paper was liable to be found in the office by 
the parties who were to be tried and thus come to their knowledge, he said they would 
burn him out if they found it out. 
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By the Chaihman : 

Question, Was the person who had been visited and injured a relative or neighbor of 
his? 

Ansicer. A neighbor of his. He was so severely whipped that he had not got out. 
He said he could not come out then. 

Question, How recent was that occurrence ? 

Ansicer. The first of last week, or the last of the preceding week. 

Question. It was then that this man was before you ; but when was the occurrence 

(alleged to have taken place ? 
Answer. A week or ten days before that time. He said that we had no idea there of 
the outrages that were committed in Chatham County. He said there was not ono 
case reported where there were a hundred whipped j that they did not dare to do it. 
Question. What is your own knowledge or experience on that subject ? 
Answer. My judgment, based upon the testimony that was given, without any abso- 
lute knowledge of my own, is, that there is more truth about it than poetry, from the 
fact that the parties who come before me hesitate a great deal to give testimony. It 
is almost impossible to get witnesses from that county — white witnesses especially— to 
swear to anything, if you do not arrest them and bring them down; in many cases of 
white witnesses they will.not come at all, and when they do get there they will beg off 
by all possible means. They do not want to give testimony ; they dare not give testi- 
mony ; and they wiU not give testimony in some cases. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What reason do they assign ? 

Answer. Because they are afraid of the Ku-Klux. That is a very universal practice. 
I think that is why this man was run off, because they kept him a long time in jail. 
He was held in $3,000 bail, which he could not file for a time; and they were afraid he 
would turn state's evidence. 

Question. Which man ? 

Answer, Ttiis man Clark that forfeited his bond; I think his own friends ran him 
off ; it was pretty generally understood that they did. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. The Ku-Klux? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. What do you know about that ? 

Answer. I know about that what I know about most of the organization — that it is a 
common rumor there. 

Question' You merely know it from common rumor ? 

Answer. That is about the oply knowledge we can have of the organization. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How did Clark get out of jail ? 

Answer. He filed a bond, but he has not appeared before the court on his bail. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Question. Who went upon his bond? 

Answer. A man named Captain Pierce. George T. Stronach, of Raleigh, hesitated to 
go on, and finally declined to do so. A man named Captain Pierce justified in the 
required amount over and above his just debts and liabilities and the exemptions 
allowed by law, and two or three persons from Chatham County, residing, I think, in 
Pittsborough, went on his bond. 

By Mr. Pool: 

t Question. What were the politics of the bondsmen ? 
Answer. They are always conservative. I never knew a republican to sign one of 
hose papers. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Did you inquire into his politics ? 

Ansivei'. I generally know them. I do not take any man's bond unless I know that 
one of the securities' at least is good. 

Question. Do you inquire as to their politics ; is not the inquiry as to the value of the 
bo^d? 

Answer. I never inquire into the politics of a man to det^mine whether his bond is 
good. 

\ Question, You remarked that you knew whether the security was good for the amount 
of the bond? 
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Anewer. I do not take a bond unless I know the party myself, and know that lie is 
good. 

Question. Do you always know tlie politics of the party also ? 
Answer. Of course I do, if I know his financial ability. 
Question. Does that come under the 6ame head ? 

Answer. I apprehend that any gentleman here, if he knows whether a particular man 
is worth any money at all — ^if he knows that he is worth a certain amount above his 
just" debts and liabilities and legal exemptions — knows what his politics are. That 
would be the case, I am sure, with any gentleman living iu my country. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. How far was the scene of this act and the home of Clark from Raleigh ? 
Ansiver. About forty miles. 

Question. So far as you know, did the bondsmen who lived in Raleigh know Clark 
at all? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; I do not know that they did. I think that Pierce knew him ; he 
came from Chatham. But George T. Stronach, who was about to go on the bond, hesi- 
tated three or four days ; he did not know him, but was well acquainted with Captain 
Pierce; was with him in the confederate army; they knew each other very well. 
Clark is a man of no means at all. 

Question. Were these accused parties in the rebel army ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think Clark was not; I think he is too young to have been in 
that service ; he is not over twenty-one or twenty-two now. 

By the Chairman: ^ 
Question. Is that case in which the man declined to have Ms name used the last one 
heard before you ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; that is the last, except the class of cases in which the warrants 
have not been returned. There was not any warrant issued in that case. 

Question. From the investigations which you have made in these cases, is it your 
belief that what is known as the Ku-Klux organization is still in existence in that 
State, and still continuing its operations ? 

Answer. I am abundantly satisfied of that, but I think it is not in force and operation 
in all the counties of the State. It is confined to some eight or ten counties. 

Question, What counties would you say are the theater of its operations now ? 

Answer. Chatham, Harnett, Moore, the lower part of Orange, Cleveland, Lincoln, 
Rutherford, Robeson, and Johnson. I cannot say that there are any complaints from 
any other counties, or have been recently. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. What was the character of* the complaints from Robeson County? 

•Ansiver. They have not been heard before me ; they are tried at Wilmington ; they 
are of the same general nature, riding over the county at night-time in disguise, and 
whipping, mutilating, and shooting. 

Question, Is there not a gang of mulatto outlaws in Robeson County ? 

Answer. Those, I believe, are not taken into consideration ; they are robbers. These 
cases have no connection with that gang at all. 

By Mr. Van Trujvip : 
Question, How many counties are there in North Carolina? 
Answer. I believe that now, with the county of Dare added, there are eighty. 

. By the Chairman : 

Question. Is any effect upon these organizations perceptible since the passage of the 
act of Congress of last May ? 

Answer. I cannot say that there is. There has been a great deal of ado about it in 
the jiapers ; that mightjhave influenced them some ; but there is certainly nothing iu 
the law now that was not in the law before to stop them. I have not seen any per- 
ceptible difference in their going about in disguise nor in their outrages. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, How do you mean that there has been " ado" in the papers ? 

Ansiver. As to the enforcement act as it is called, there were never any remarks made 
upon it scarcely ; that was not called the Ku-Klux bill in the South or anything of the 
kind. They did not seem to know what that was. But Mr. Shellabarger's bill, when 
it came up, was a very stringent one and excited the feelings of the conservative 
classes of the community there very greatly. 

Question. By conservative you mean democratic ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They call it conservative there where they do not want to be demo- 
cratic. There are three different classes, and neither one of them wants to bo any 
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other. So they call themselves conservatives. When the Shellaharger bill, which 
"would have been a very effective and very stringent law if enacted, came up, they 
took exceptions to it, and called it a little the loudest names of anything I ever heard 
in that section of the country. But when it was cut down to nothing and passed, 
they did not seem to know it. That is all there is about it. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. So far, then, as regards the'protection of life and property in North Caro- 
lina, you think that they are no more secure under the oi>eration of that law than 
before ? 

Answer, If that law had repealed the other law, they would not be as secure. 
Question. Had repealed the enforcement act ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How would that follow ? 

An8we7\ Because the sixth section of the enforcement act inakes the banding and 
conspiring together and going in disguise upon the public highway, &c., a felony, pun- 
ishable by fine not exceeding $5,000, and by imprisonment not exceeding ten years. 
This act makes the offense a misdemeanor, and does not affix any vcrydefinite penalty 
to it at all. 

Question. Do you mean that this act is not as stringent as the enforcement act ? 
Answer. I think it is not. 

Question. Will not prosecutions of cases under this act be more likely to result in 
convictions in the United States courts, when the cases reach there for trial, then was 
formerly the case in the State courts ? 

Answer. 1 do not think that such will be the result, at least in the end, if you take 
both definitions. " You can sue a begger and catch a louse," as the old saying is, and 
that is all you can do under that bill. The criminal process is not different so far as I 
can see ; and the- civil remedy that you give the man is nothing at all. 

Question. Will there be as much difficulty in encountering the influence of that or- 
ganization in the juries of the United States courts as in those of the State courts ? 

Answer. I suppose you mean in civil cases ? 

Question. In either civil or criminal cases. 

Answer. I apprehend that the juries in the United States courts might be a little^ 
better. They are taken from a larger section of country. But the great difficulty iS; 
first, that you cannot identify one of these parties ; in the second place, that you can- 
not get a judgment against them ; and in the third place, if you do they will beat you 
on the execution ; this is the most important of all. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You are speaking of civil remedies ? 

Answer, I am speaking of the remedies a man has for acts of violence. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. 1 wish to direct your attention ' more particularly to the criminal prosecu- 
tion. Would the remedy afforded by this act of Congress be any more effective as 
against the aid afforded to defendants belonging to this class by their fellow-members 
in their testimony 1 

Answer. These men I should not believe. The judge is authorized to administer to 
the witness an oath as to whether he belongs to any secret organization. There is no 
oath which any human being could take which would make me believe him, if I be- 
lieved he belonged to this organization. In other words, if he does belong to the organ- 
ization, he will say he does not ; and if he does not belong to it, you do not know it. 

Question, Are we to underst^d you then as saying, from your investigations into the 
character of that organization in North Carolina, that you believe a part of its system 
is to obstruct the administration of justice against its members ? 

Answer. I do most decidedly. I believe it is a part of their practice as well as their 
creed to clear each other from criminal prosecutions. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. By what means ? 

Answer. By any means that may be necessary. ' ^ 

Question, Including perjury ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I do not imagine that any of them hesitate to perjm^e themselves 
to clear their companions any more than they would to do anything else in the world. 

By Mr. Tan Trtop : 

Question. Have you any knowledge on that subject 1 . ^ 

Answer. 1 am only satisfied from testimony that comes before me and the manner in 
which they do it. 
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Fy Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You say they are now active in tlio seven or eight counties you have named t 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you mean to say there is no organization, active or otherwise, in other 
counties ? ^ 

Answer. Oh, no, sir ; I meant to say simply that I did not know there was any organ- 
ization there. The chief thing I meant to say was that there were no complaints fiom 
those counties which came to me. 

Question. Is not the organization of such a character that it may be quiet or active 
according to the pleasure of its members ? 

Ansicer. I should suppose it was. 

Question, And be brought out in a night T 

Anstcer. I look for it to pervade all the counties, in the coming election for conven- 
tion. I have no doubt that it will. I have no doubt that the organization will be 
started again and revived all over the State for that purpose. The only thing that I 
may keep it a little down is that a great many conservatives or democrats in that sec- ^ 
tion of the country are against the convention, on account of the homestead question 
and some others. 

Question. They are against changing the constitution ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. They are afraid of changing the supreme court rather more than 
they are of changing the constitution. That is what the democrats are after — the 
" loaves and fishes." 

Question. You do not seem to have a very hopeful view of the future or of the power 
of Congress to deal with this organization ? 
Answer. I do not have any at all. 
Question. What do you think is the remedy? 

Ansive7\ 1 think the remedy is to hold counties responsible, like they do in any other 
country ; but it ought to be under United States laws. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. Striking that clause out of the Ku-Klux bill does not meet your approba- 
tion? 

Anstcer. If you had struck out everything except the provision holding counties 
responsible, I would have been willing to go bond myself for the peace and security of 
North Carolina, and every citizen of it. 

Question. How long have you lived in North Carolina ? 

Answer. Siqce 186t>. 

Question. When you went there, from where did you go ? 
Answer. From New York. 

Question. Had you been a pretty active politician there? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I have not been a politician at all. 
Question. Do you belong to the reimblican party ? 

Anstcer. I do. . . 

Question. Do you take no part in politics ? 
Ansicer. I vote the republican ticket. 
Question. Is that all you do ? 

Anstcer. I do not know what you refer to particularly. 
Question. Do you take an active part in canvassing ? 
Answer. No, sir, I do not. I never did it in my life. 

Question. I do not mean "stumping" particularly, but using your influence. 
Answer'. I very seldom go to any political meetings of any kinfl. , 
Question. You now hold two offices under the Federal Government ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; one rather follows the other ; they are of the same nature. 
Question. Do you wish it to be understood that you take no part in politics except to 
vote ? * 

Anstcer. I jwish it to be understood that I am a republican j that I have been all my 
life, and expect to be all my life ; that I dislike some of the measures even of the repub- 
lican party ; but I am not disposed to canvass in a political contest, and I have not 
done it. 

Question. Are you on any political committee ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you belong to the Union League ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : * , 

Question. Since your residence in North Carolina, has your home been at Ealei^h ? 
Answer. I went to Raleigh in March, 1860, under an order from the Secretary ot War, 
as an officer of the Army, and afterward was ordered to Charlotte ; I remained there 
until I was mustered out, in October, 1867. I was then appointed register in bank- 
ruptcy by the Chief Justice, and resided there until August 22, 1868. I then went to 
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Raleigli. Previous to that time I had "been on duty in Raleigh on a co art-martial ; but 
my post was af Charlotte. 

^Question, I understood you as saying that, iu your judgment, this organization, the 
Ku-Klux Klan, or whatever it is, will become v(iry .active during the pending canvass 
there? ^ / 

Answer. I expressed it as my opinion that it would. 

Question. On what ground do you found such an opinion ? 

Answer. From the antecedents of the organization ; from the fact that it has always 
come up in political campaigns and always quiets down afterward. 

Question, In how many political campaigns has it been operating ? 

Ansicer. There was the campaign last summer between Mr. Holden and Mr. Manning 
in that congressional district, and then there was the campaign of 18G8 — the presiden- 
tial campaign. They have been to some extent campaigning ever since up in Orange 
County and some of those counties. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that the Ku-IQux organization was active in 
the canvass of 1868 ? # • 

Answer. No, sir. You asked me what canvasses there had been, and I mentioned 
that of 1868. 

Question. That the organization had been active during all the preceding political 
campaigns t^^s mentioned by you as a foundation for your belief that it would be 
active in the next political campaign ; and I asked you in what camx:)aigus it was 
active ? 

Ansiver. I will explain that by saying that, to the bevst of my information, the organi- 
zation was first started in 1868 under the name of the White Brotherhood, and another 
name which I do not remember, besides the Ku-Klux, and that it degenerated or con- 
centrated in the word Ku-Klux afterward or about that time. There are good men 
that I know of in Raleigh who were members of the White Brotherhood^ as it was 
called — a political organization. 

By Mr. Tan Trump : 

Question. Then it is not true, according to your view, that the Ku-Klux and the 
White Brotherhood are one and the same thing f 

Answer. I think that one is the descendant of the other ; that is about ciU. I think 
the White Brotherhood was an organization having for its purpose the supremacy 
of the democratic party j and I think the Ku-Klux organization is the same thing. 

Question. Then if any witnesses heretofore, whether in this investigation or a kindred 
one, have sworn that there were two names, one known to the public and intended by 
the organization to be known to the public as the Ku-Klux, while the members were 
known among themselves as the White Brotherwood, it is not true ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know j but I have heard men who ought to know speak of it. 
That is all I know about it. I know men who are just as good men as we have in 
Raleigh, that were in the organization at first, and when they saw that they were dis- 
posed to measures which they thought subversive to law they left it. 

Question. Which organization do you mean ? 

Answer. The White Brotherhood. I do not know that there was an organization 
known as the Ku-Klux in 1868. But I think that the White Brofcherhood is that organi- 
zation now ; that the Ku-Klux is the White Brotherhood now. 

Question. Do you give as the foundation of your belief that this organization will 
again be active the fact that it was active heretofore ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that the only ground of your belief? 

Answer. That and the general character of the organization, their apparent objects, 
and the manner in which they carry them out ; that is the substance of it. 

By the Chairmais^ : 

. Question. You say you know men in Raleigh who were members of the White Brother- 
hood, and withdrew from it, or refused to participate in its proceedings, when it as- 
sumed a form they did not approve ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am acquainted with some' men who, upon its organization, were, I 
think, leading officers in the institution. 

Question. Give us their names. 

Answer. John C. Gorman is the chief one ; I can say more for him than anybody else. 
He is a very excellent gentleman — the editor of the Telegram. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Do you think he has left it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I know he did. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Do you know that he belonged to it ? 

Answer, He told me that he belonged it ; that he helped to organize it in the cam- 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



paign for Seymour and Blaif — the presidential campaign ; that it vras organized for 
that purpose ; and when they hrought forward measures that were afterward followed 
in a less heinous manner, he left it. He told me he had told them what would come 
by such measures as that ; and that when ho went out, a great many others like him 
jtvent out. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Can you give any other names ? 

Jnswer, I cannot say that I know of others so positively as I do of him. I would 
not like to undertake to state the names of other parties. I know a good many I have ^ 
seen about there. I live right near where the wigwam stood during the canvass, but 
I never conversed with anybody about it but Mr. Gorman. Speaking about alihis, I 
would like to state a circumstance that arose in a ease from Chatham County — the 
Howell case, as it was called. One of the witnesses, a colored man, who was found 
on a pallet in the house of Gilmore, swore that there was another man in another 
part of the house, a colored man. In the cross-lamination the lawyers attempted 
to make him contradict himself. One of the lawyers asked him the question, 
" How many men were on that pallet that you were on ? " Ho answered, " One." The 
lawyer said, "A little while ago you said there were two.^* Before he could explain, this 
man, John C. Gorman, sitting beside him and taking a report of the proceedings, heard 
one of the prisoners say to the other sotto voccy " That is a damned lie, because we shot 
one of them and the other one is here." Yet they proved by two or three witnesses, (they 
had subpoenaed thirty witnesses to prove alibis for all of them) — they proved by two 
or three witnesses for each man that these men were from three to eight miles away ; 
that chey were sleeping with them all night ; and that the men were not out of bed 
duriug the wnole night. When the witness stated that only one man was on the pallet 
with him, (the explanation was that the other man was in another part of the house,) 
one of the parties arrested said to the other, That is a damned lie, because we shot one 
and the other is here." 

By Mr. Yai^ Trump : 

Question, tJid you hear that expression ? 

Answer, lAi, Gorman told me of it during the intermission for dinner. He said there 
was a joke he had about that trial which he would tell me after it was over. I replied 
that if he had a good jok I would like to hear it. He said he could not tell me till 
after the trial was over. Afterward he said that if I would not make use of it on the 
trial he would tell me. I said, ^'A joke is a joke; of course I will not make use of it.^ ' 
When he told 'me the mal:er, I was compromised by my promise and could not make 
use of the testimony. 

Question, It was not testimony at all. You did not swear Mr. Gorman ? 

Answer. I did not swear him ; but I could have sworn him very readily. He will be 
sworn, or probably has been sworn, before the grand j.ury. That is an evidence of the 
manner in which alibis are set up in North Carolina. 

By ]Mr. POLiXD : 

Question, You tjiink that the great difficulty in enforcing this Ka-ICiux law, or any 
law against such outrages, is the inability to prove the acts f 

Ansiver, Yeii, sir ; the identification of the parties is the great difficulty and to make 
a jury believe that they were identified in spite of the alibi set up. ^ 

Question. 1 understand you to' say that, in the first place, the parties go disguised for 
the purpose of not being known ; and, in the next place, people who do know them are 
afraid to testify against them ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; when they come before me they speak of it with bated breath, as 
though they were afraid somebody were behind the door. 

Question, And you believe that the men who commit these outrages and their friends 
will perjure themselves when put on the stand ? 

Answer., I do ; I think they do so very unreservedly. 

Questio^ If the law, insteac of being what it is, had provided^ that the remedy 
should be enfor^d against the town or county, how could you get rid of all these dif- 
ficulties f* 

Ansiver, Well, sir, "What is everybody's business is nobody's business that is the 
pld sayin^g. If a law were made enforcing the remedy against the county, then a man 
who was injured or had his property destroyed in the city of Rialeigh or county of 
Wake eoiild sue the county and establish his case ; they would not make such a point 
of the defeuse ; and the prosecution being against the corporation, there could possibly 
be no aVifii ; the county was ther^ certainly. It is not necessary to identify parties 
nnder a Jaw of that kind. 

QuesVw n. Still the county is not liable unless somebody did the act. If the parties 
charged ^vith doitig the act ^an prove an alibi, there is no liability of the county ; is 
t herQ^ 

I 
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Answer, My impression of the law and practice is that in 1863, when the mob ruled 
and almost ruined New York, the parties who sued for damages did not have to prove 
that any man by name was in that mob, but that a lawless mob, uncontrolled by the 
police, destroyed their property ; and the city was responsible and had to pay for it. 

- By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question, How would such a proceeding punish the criminals ? 

Jnswer. I think there would be no trouble about that. If we could get a bill of five 
or six thousand dollars two or three times repeated against the city of Raleigh, they 
would find out very easily where the criminals were. 

By Mr. Polajjjd : 

Question. Suppose you were required to prove that the mob or the individual who 
did the mischief did it with a particular intent, a particular purpose ; then you would 
have to prove who the offender or offenders were ; would you not ? 

Answer, If it were only one person, it would not be a mob ; if it were only one person 
it would not be a conspiracy. If there were two or three persons in disguise, there would 
be no trouble in proving that fact. But the great trouble is to prove who they were. 

Question, Suppose that, in order to secure a remedy against the county or town or 
city, you were required to prove that these men who did the mischief did it for a par- 
ticular purpose and with a particular intent, how would you prove that ? 
• Answer, I do not think any country would make such a law. I have never known of 
any such from Alfred's time until now. /They might as well leave it just where it is. 
Mob-law is mob-law, no matter who the parties may be. 

By ]Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, Do they not ordinarily say something in the course of the proceedings 
that indicates their purposes ? 

Answer. Oh, yes sir ; they say various things. The remark made in the Gilmore case, 
'of which I was speaking, was that " this country was the Southern country and be- 
longed to us ; that the Ku-Klux were going to rule it ; and that carpet-baggers and 
Yankees were to be run out of it. " They say a great many things that are hardly 
pertinent to the issue at all, except to show what the animus of it may be. 

By Mr. Pool : . 
Question, You mean things indicating their intent 
Answer, Yes, sir ; sometimes they do speak of it. 

By Mr. Stevenson: v . > 

Question, You said a while ago that, so for as your knowl V^"" went, the men who 
do these deeds are not men of property ? , 

Answer, They are not generally. ^ 

Question, What is your knowledge or opinion, from general inxorm,ation, as to whether 
men of property do belong to the order or have such an influence over it that they 
might stop its proceedings if their property were responsible ? 

Answer, Well, I have no knowledge to base an opinion upon ; but we all know that 
if such men as lead and control, and have led and controlled, the democratic party in 
the South for the last ten years would take some interest in suppressing the organiza- 
tion, (as they would do in the event of which you spoke, the liability ol' counties) — 
if they would undertake to put it down, it would go down. There is no tioubt about 
that. William A. -Graham could put down the whole Ku-Klux organization in Oj ange 
County. I do not mean to say that Mr. Graham is at the head of it, or that he puts it 
forward ; but I do say that b^ saying nothing he winks at it. 

By Mr. Blair : 

QueMion. Do you mean to say that William A. Graham was an old democratic 
leader ? 

f Anstcer, No, sir; I mean to say that during the war he controlled the p?rty that 
tbught against the Government, He was a man high in office and had ther utmost 

Aionfidenceof the people of North Carolina, and evidently of the departments jat Rich- 

/anond. 

/ Question. Is Mr. Graham imder political disabilities ? 

I ^nstrer. Yes, sir; he is as to holding office. y f 

' Question, That is the only disability which the law now enforces t 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, He is a voter ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

A By Mr. Blair ; 

/ Question. If the class of men of which Mr. Graham is one were placed upon an 
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equality with other citizens, do yon not think it would be a great incentive to them to 
take a more active part in the control of affairs ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know. I think, under all the circumstances, he might give us 
a basis for an opinion on that subject. He is a citizen of North Carolina and has prop- 
erty there ; it is to his interest to see North Carolina built up and prosperous. If he 
will invoke the powers that destroy, instead of the powers that build up, it is not a 
good basis for such an opinion. 

By ]Mr. Coburx : 

Question, Have you heard any justification, or pretext in justification, of these out- 
rages ? 

Ansiver. I have heard the expression made that the object was to put down the dis- 
orders and barn-burnings and immoralities of the people. 
Question. By whom have you heard such expressions made f 
Answer. By the conservative element. 

Question. Have you heard such statements offered by men in justification of those 
outrages ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I have heard them offered in justification of the outrages ; 
I do not mean that. 

Question. State from whom and under what circumstances you have heard them. 

Ansicer. I have heard a great many, in mitigation more than in justification, state 
that the present condition of affairs was brought on by the disorders and immoralities 
of the people — the negroes and the other republicans. It is a universal statement ; 
everybody of the conservative party will tell you so. But just who told me I do not 
know ; nor do I know that I could recall them particularly. I have heard the expres- 
sion hundreds of times. 

Question. Is it ever alleged that this organization is for political purposes ? If so, 
state what those allegations are. 

Anstver. The republicans generally regard it as a political measure, and the remarks 
of the parties indicate it. • At one time, under the sixth section of the enforcement act, 
it was held that unless the parties said something about politics it was not a good 
action. • 

Question. That that was an element of the crime ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I never thought so, and therefore I never required that testimony. 
But in very many cases, at first, they did speak about the object of the raid they were 
making — to run off the radicals and carpet-baggers out of the country, lind destroy the 
party organization. That testimony was insisted on by the lawyers, who held that if 
nothing was Said about politics in the matter, the suit was not well tjrought. 

By :Mr. Pool : 
Question. Said by parties committing the outrage t 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

By iMr. Coburn : 
Question. At the time of the perpetration of the act ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I never entertained that opinion of the sixth section ; therefore I 
always refused to discharge a case for want of evidence of the animus of the raid. 

Question. You mean to say that even if there was no evidence of the animus from such 
expressions about politics uttered at the time of the perpetration of the act, you did 
not consider the want of such evidence a sufficient ground for the release of the crim- 
inals ? . 

Answer. That was my opinion of the law; that to give me jurisdiction it was not 
necessary to prove that it was a political matter ; it was not necessary that there 
should be evidence of a political object. But the lawyers, during two or three cases, 
insisted that such a thing was necessary. In that way the inquiry was very often 
made, and that evidence sometimes brought out. 

Question. State whether in your opinion the acts of these persons have succeeded in 
bringing about a better state of morals and order in that community. 

Answer. No, sir ; they have not. 

Question. What has been the effect of the acts of these combinations of men ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, they have so utterly demoralized the peoplo that they do not have 
any confidence in the safety of their lives from day to day ; many of them live out in 
• the woods. I do not know that the people are more immoral socially than they were 
before ; but the present condition of affairs is, I believe, the result of any attempt to 
teach people morality by immoral means. 

Question. You say people reside in the woods f 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; in Chatham County they do. 

Question. In what numbers ? 

Answer. I do not know the numbers. They come to me and, using very general 
terms, say that hundreds are sleeping out in the woods at night, and dare not go to 
their homes ; but I have no means of judging whether such persons number twenty or 
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twenty hundred. I do not know anything ahont it. When I ask them why they do 
not come and make report, they say they dare not do it. They are discouraged as they 
do not get anybody punished, and people go hack and are worse off than they were 
before. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I understood from the tendency of your testimony that you were disposed 
^to hold Mr. Graham (and I presume that by Mr. Graham you meant a class of persons 
in the State of North Carolina) responsible for the existing state of things, because he 
and those of his clays do not use their influence to put it down — ^not that you would 
attribute to them any active participation in the matter. I asked you whether Mr. 
Graham was suffering under disabilities, and you said he was. My object was to 
elicit from you an opinion whether in your judgment that class of persons who have 
heretofore exercised great influence would not take more active steps in suppressing 
these disorders if their disabilities were removed ? 

Answer, Well, 1 do not know why | man should put down crime any sooner by being 
released from the penalty of a crime himself. If he does so, it is not in accordance 
with the ordinary rules of nature. I am not disposed to say that it is impolitic at this 
time to remove the disabilities of those parties ; but I think they might show a better 
disposition toward the Government, toward law and order, to begin with, so as to 
encourage the Government to remove their disabilities. I think that the present state 
of the country is a very poor recommendation to remove the disabilities of such men 
as William A. Graham. He is a gentleman well known there, a man of character, 
l^robity and honor, a man whose character has never been assailed. He is universally 
known there ; so is his private character. For that reason I say that a word from him 
would put down or put up almost anything. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

. Question. If Mr. Graham is not himself a member of the organization, how can he 
/ exercise the influence you speak of, any more than any other man ? 
/V hJinstver, This is a political organization in the interest of the conservative party. 
' Question, You swear to that ? 

Ansiver, I swear that I have no doubt of it, and never did have any doubt of it. If 
the leader of the party does not know anything about it, it is a very remarkable circum- 
stance. 

Question. You think, then, that Mr. Graham is a member of the organization? 

Anstcer. I do not say so. 

Question. You think so ? 

Answer. I do not say so. 

Question. What do you think about it ? 

Answer. I think that he knows all about it. 

Question. Do you think he knows anything more about it than you do by your 
witnessing the effects of it ? 

Answer. I think he has been in the secret conclaves a little nearer than I have, in 
closer connection with the order than I have. 

Question, Do yoil know anything about that ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question, You think a great deal, then, on these subjects ? 
Answer. Well, I have to think a great deal sometimes. 

Question, You think Mr. Graham is a man of such supreme power that a simple word 
from him would put down this lawless organization, as you suppose it to be ? 

Answer, I do not mean a simple word. I think the party conclaves of such men first 
started it. They found it was getting a little too hot and a little too heavy to. hold, 
them, and they got out of it. • Now, while they can accomplish their political purposes 
by it, and be irresponsible, and say they do not belong to it and do not know anything 
about it, they let it go on. But I say this : that if there were a fine or penalty imposed 
on the county of Orange for the hanging of every one of those colored men, that fine 
would reach the bottom of the purse of most of such men, and you would not hear any 
more of it. . . ^ 

QueMion, Then you quoted in sarcasm the saying, " What is everybody's business is 
nobody's business 

Answer. I meant that in earnest. I meant that when everybody is assessed pro ratUf 
while no one person is fined ^10,000, inasmuch as each individual has to pay but a little 
where they would probably have to pay it anyway — 

Question, I do not want to discuss the policy of Congress in striking out the clause 
making counties and towns responsible. I want to know what is your knowledge in 
regard to Mr. Graham, or any other gentleman in his position, 'belonging to this organ- 
ization. Have you any knowledge on the subject ? 

Answer. I do not know that he belongs to the organization. I do not think he does. 

Question, You think that this institution is entirely a political one ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir, I do. 

Question. Aro tliere any loyal leagues down there ? * 

Answer. There was one beifore it was broken np by the Ku-Klux, I believe. 

Question. The loyal league, theu, was the i^recedent of the Ku-Klux— existed before it T 

Answer. I have read the ritual of the loyal league 

Question, Do you belong to it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about the oath which members of the loyal league 
take? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have known of it. I never knew a precedent of good to result in 
peculiar evil. I do not know that the organization of the loyal league is a precedent 
lor midnight assassins. 

Question. I do not want your philosophical reasoning on this subject. I simply want 
to know whether the Union League preceded the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. To that question I answer that I presume it was there before the Ku-Klux, 
undoubtedly. • 

Question. That was a political institution exclusively ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose it was. 

By Jklr. Pool : 

Question. State how the victims of these outrages who were brought before you were 
injured. 

Answer. Those whom I personally examined were injured generally by the whipping, 
as though they had been struck either with heavy knouts, or ropes with knots in them, 
or with clubs with knots on them. They were mutilated in the back and arms. One 
or two had an arm broken, and one a finger broken, and they were otherwise cut. 

Question. With what ? 

Answer. With knives. 

Question. How cut ? 

Answer. One from Chatham County was cut right across the hand with a knife. Ho 
said he held up his hand to ward off a blow, bxit the weapon must have been a knife, 
because it laid open the flesh down to the cord, and cut the cord partially. Another 
one was cut in the cheek, apparently with a knife. 

Question. Were any shot ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; six or eight of them have been shot. The most outrageous cutting 
that I saw was the cutting of a woman, who was cut in her private parts. I did not 
see the marks, but, according to her statement and the statenient of other witnesses, 
they first cut the hair off her head ; then, when she would not furnish a pair of scissors 
for the purpose, they made her take a pocket-knife and mangle the hair off her private 
parts, and then they cut her with a knife. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What political objects were to be obtained by such proceedings ? 
Answer. The driving of the whole negro race out of the country, I should suppose ; 
the disorganization of the people, white and black. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Would intimidation be produced by such an act ? 

Answer. I should suppose it would. It would intimictate me so that I would take my 
gun and follow the trail till I found the whole of them. 

Question. You say they did the cutting on the woman with a knife ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They gave her the knife and made her cut the hair off, because she 
would not give them a pair of scissors. When she was in the house they demanded a 
pair of scissors. She would not give them to them. Then they took her out of doors 
and cut her hair off for the second time ; they had done it about four or five months 
before. 'They then whipped her and made her cut the hair off her private parts with a 
knife, and then they cut her with the knife two or three times— stabbed her with the 
knife in the same place. I could not ascertain any reason why they did it. She was 
not living with any white man. She was not doing anything, so far as I could ascer- 
tain by the testimony, that would justify it at all. It apjjeared to be mere fiend ishness. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : ——————— 

Question. This I understand to be her statement merely? 
Answer. Her statement. 

Question. You saw no marks and knew nothing about it ? 

Answer. Her statement was under oath. All the statements I take are under oath. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Did other witnesses state that they had seen it ? 
Ansiver. One witness so stated. Witnesses from that neighborhood who had h 
the occurrence — I do not know what their political sentiments were— did not ^' 
4 N 0 
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any motive's for it. They did not know of any motive for this assault upon Essie Har- 
ris. Everybody, the lawyers, the parties arrested, and the witnesses testified that 
Essie Harris was a man of the best reputation, always quiet and minding his own hnsi- 
ness, and never troubling anybody. 
^ ^ Question, W?.3 he an influential man among the colored people ? 

Answer. He was a man who evidently had the confidence of the colored people. But 
t* do not think he was a politician, except to vote as his sentiments might dictate. 
*Nobody said a word about liis politics one way or the other. 

^ Question. You say there were charges in Chatham County against colored men for 
' 'burning barns. Were those burnings an attempt to retaliate for outrages committed 
upon colored people ? 
Answer, That was supposed to be the case ; I do not know whether it was. 
V* Question, Hid the burning follow or precede the outrages ? 

Answer. The burning followed the shooting and whipping of some men there. The 
only case we had of the Ku-Klux in Wake County was the shooting of a man and the 
whipping of one. 

Question. The burning followed it? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many men were said to have been present in disguise when this woman 
was outraged in the way you detail ? 
Answer, She only swore to three. 

Question. How many were present whom she did not know ? 

Answer. Some ten or twenty ; they always go in gangs of ten or twenty. 

Question. She identified but three ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir. That is one of those cases in which the warrant was out and had 
\ i^£^ot been returned when I came away. 

V Question. In the district in which these thingaJ iaDPened, that of Mr. Manuing^was 
there not an election in 1869 ? 



'!4i^ffWf>r , N^; ^^r; L dp not kn ow that there was an election for Mr. Manning. 
Question. I meauupbn tneT esignation of Mr. Deweese ? 
Ansicer. That ^vas in 1870, 1 believe. 

Question. You said that you supposed the White Brotherhood to be identical, (except 
as to some members who have since left it,) with the present Ku-Klux organization. 
Did you ever hear anything in that State of the Constitutional Union Guard ? 

Answer, Y^es, sir ; I refer to all those organizations ; for, until the Ku-Klux organiza- 
tion was distributed throughout the country, there were, as far as I have understood, 
two or three of these organizations — the Constitutional Union Guard, the White Broth- 
erhood, and, I think, another organization. I 
] Question. The Invisible Empire ? 

'Answer. Yes, sir; there was such an organization in various parts of the country, 
. having for its object the same purpose. They were organized in the campaign of 1868, 
' for political purposes. 

Question. You think that those organizations have been changed into the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. It was expected at that time, I think, that it should go down after the elec- 
tion. 

Question, What did you say was the reason Mr. Gorman gave for leaving the organi- 
zation ? 

Ansicer, Ho said it was getting too violent in the measures that were being pro- 
posed in council. That was the inference I received from his conversation. He said 
that when they began these outrages, or to propose them in council, then he left. 

Question, He did say, then, that the commission of these outrages was proposed in 
council ? 

Answer, Y^'es, sir; that is what I understood him to say ; that they were discussed in 
council. I will state that as'an impression rather than as a proposition ; I cannot speak 
definitely. He is a gentleman who was in the confederate army, who was an oflieer in 
that army. He acknowledges the " situation," and desires to let it stand in peace and 
order. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Wliat is his political status now ? 

Answer. He is a democrat out and out, fighting everything that is not democratic. 
The most peculiar thing I ever knew of him was his coming out the other day and 
adopting, as his confession of faith, the speech of Mr. Jefferson Davis at Atlanta. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. He came out in favor of that ? 

Ansuoer. Yes, sir ; very pointedly^ He wished every paper in the State would publish 
it. What his object is I do not know ; but I am abundantly well satisfied that he does 
not mean the sentiments there contained. 

Question. State whether any of the witnesses brought before you in any of the cases 
firom Chatham, Moore, and Harnett Counties were whipped on their return home. 
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Ansicer. I do not know that any of them were whipped on their return lioine. This 
case of Essex Harris they have heen trying to compromise with him. They imagine 
that ho has the control of it. They want to get it out of the court, and they have 
made all sorts of promises and threats to him; they say that th'ey are going* to get 
clear, and if he does not settle it and have the case discharged from the court, they 
will not promise what they will do after they get through. Persons go to Harris and 
others and talk to them in that manner in hehalf of those who have heen arrested. 
They say that if the case is not settled and discharged from court, they will not he 
responsible for what will follow. That is ahout all that has been done or said about it. 

Question. Have you ever known or heard that any witness before you has been 
whipped on his return ? 

An8im\ No. sir; I do not think I have. 

Quesiion. When you speak of those things having occurred in some six, seven, or 
eight counties, do you mean to say anything more than that cases from other counties 
have not been brought before you ? 

Answer. Those are about all the cases that have been brought before me from those 
counties. In fact they have not all been before me. I never had a case before mo from 
Rutherford, Cleveland, or Lincoln. 

Question. Do you know whether any cases have occurred over the mountains, in 
Buncombe and Madison counties ? 

Answer. I have not heard any complaint from that quarter. I am not acquainted 
there. If there were any they would be apt to go before other commissioners. 



Washington, D. C, June 26, 1871. 

WILLIAM R. HOWLE sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Questions. Have you lived in the State of North Carolina within the last year ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what business were you engaged ? 

Answer. In railroad contracting. 

Question, In what part ? 

Answer. In Chatham County ? 

Question. How long were you occupied there ? 

Answer. About nine months ; I arrived there the 22d of last September. 

Question. State whether, during that time, you were visited by armed men in dis- 
guise ; and if so, what they did and said. 

Answer. In November, just after the election for member of Congress 'between Man-, 
ning and young Holden, I was threatened by the Ku-Klux organization several times ; 
told that I had better leave the State and not interfere with North Carolina politics, I 
jmid no attention to it ; thought it was only gotten up for show or brag. In fact I had 
a good force of hands there, and was not afraid of molestation, knowing that I was in 
the right. 

Question, In what manner were the threats made ? 

Answer. To my men, not to me ; they told them that if I interfered with North Caro- 
lina jjolitics they would Ku-Klux me. 
Quesiion. To whom did they tell this ? 

Answer. I do not Imow, but principally negroes notified me that I would be Ku- 
Kluxed. 

Question, Had you any authentic information from anybody upon which you placed 
reliance ? 

Ansiaer, Yes, sir. I got it also from one or two whites, Gunter and Kelley. They 
said they would not be surprised if I was driven off the work for being suspected in 
my politicarprinciples. 

Question. Did you take any part in North Carolina politics ; if so, what ? 
• Answer. I had' gone through the county to get votes for Holden, in opposition to 
Manning, the democratic candidate. I did not regard their threats, however ; but on 
my return from a visit to Virginia, my foreman told me the Ku-Klux had been there. 

Question. Who was your foreman ? 

Answa: Mr. Hull. When I got back I found my hands very much disturbed and 
alarmed ; I could not get them to work. I had had twenty-five or thirty at work, but 
the number was reduced at last to six or seven. I told them not to be alarmed, that I 
was back with them. I supposed it was mere fright. On the night of the 29th of April, 
about 3 o'clock in the morning, I was aroused by heavy firing about a quarter or half a 
mile from the shanty where I was sleeping. I had been sleeping in the woods previ- 
ously, in consequence of these apprehensions. Mr. Kelley had been sent for by my 
foreman to assist him in keeping on the Ku-Klux. Ho told me it would be unsafe for 
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me to sleep in the house. So from that time till the 29th I slept out ; but on the 29th 
I ventured to sleep in the shanty. When I heard the firing I remarked to my foreman, 
who slejjt with nie», that the Ku-Klux must have come. We got up, went across 
the railroad, and found our hands scattered about in the woods, lying in the under- 
brush that had been cleared from the track. There was a deep cut just there, and we 
got around on the side nearest to where the firing was. We heard the tramping of 
horses, and went off among the bushes and lay down, not wishing to be seen by the 
Ku-Klux. They came on hurrahing and yelling, forty or fifty of them, in disguise. 
They said they had just cleaned out one house ; that this was a Ku-Klux country, and 
they would be damned if the Ku-Klux would not control it ; all they wanted now was 
to drive the damned Yankee contractors off their work, and then they would have pos- 
session ; that if they caught them they would hang them to the nearest tree they could 
find; and their stock should be killed. From their yelling and carrying on in that 
way I thought they must have been intoxicated. 
Question. Where were you at this time ? ^ 

Ansicer, I was just beyond the cut, some two or three hundred yards, lying down in 
the woods, about twenty feet from them. 
Question. What further was done ? 

Answer. After they struck the railroad cut they turned down the track and took a 
road that ran off into the woods. I saw no more of them that night. The next morn- 
ing I went over to where the firing was heard . There I found that two negroes had been 
whipped, one white man, and three women, and that a negro had been shot. They 
told me it was done by this party of Ku-Klux that I saw coming away. There seemed 
to be three divisions of them ; one party went toward Jonesboro, one toward Egypt, 
and the other toward my shanties, in the direction of Harnett County. My track was 
near the junction of the three counties, Chatham, Moore, and Harnett, about a mile 
from the Sloore line, and five or six from the Harnett line. The next day was Sunday, 
the 30th. I went to Locks\ille and reported the circumstance to J. T. Moffejb, magis- 
trate, and asked him for protection for my property. He told me he could not give it 
to me. I have his certificate of the fact at my room. 

Question. What reason did he give ? 

Answer. He said he did not have the power to summon a posse of men to guard the 
work. 

Question. Did you ask him for protection for your work ? 

Answer. No, sir ; protection for my stock and myself. 

Question. Did you know any of the persons that were there that night ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir ; we arrested some of them. After I returned on Sunday I sent my 
mules off in the country to a neighbor's to keep them from being shot. I also sent my 
child, fearing that they would bum my shanty during my absence during the nigJit. 
I then proceeded to Raleigh with one of the party that was whipped, and carried him 
before United States Commissioner Shafer, when he swore out a warrant against some 
ten or fifteen of the party. I was appointed special deputy marshal by Shafer, went 
back to Chatham County, and arrested three of the men ; the others ran and got into 
the woods, and I could not catch them. I caught two of the three men in the woods — 
Caberniss and Clark. I found that I could not complete my railroad contract, so I 
went to the company and asked them to settle with me, holding back 20 per cent. This 
they refused to do, and my contract remains unfinished. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. On account of their holding back 20 per cent., or what? 
Answer. The contract is that they shall retain 20 per cent, until it is complete ; but 
they refused to make any settlement whatever. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you feel at liberty to go back there and prosecute your work ? 
Answer. I would if I could ; I got a gentleman to go on and complete it, but I under- 
derstand he has not struck a lick on it. 

Question. Do you feel safe to go back ? ' 
Ansiver. No, sir. . . 

Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. For fear I would be killed by this party. My life would be unsafe. I asked 
a gentlemen here to-day from that county if he thought it would bo safe for me to go 
arid finish the contract, and he said he thought not. I am not afraid of going there in 
the day-time. In fact, I am going where my work was done to try to get some settle- 
ment ;'but I am afraid to be there at night. 

Question. Were these men armed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw some shot-guns. 

Question. Did they do you any further injury than speak to you and say what you 
have related here ? 

Answer, They said I would have to leave the work, that I could not stay there. 
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Question. Did they offer you any personal violence ? 
Ansicer, No, sir ; I kept hid ; I staid in the swamps. 

QuQstion. On the 29th of April did any of them speak to you in person, or have you 
stated what you overheard ? 
Jnswcr. This is what I overheard while I was in the bushes. 
QuesUon. Was any inquiry made for you ? 

Answer, They rode up to my shanties, but all my negroes were out in the hushes. I 
could not get a negro to stay about the shanties, nor could I get many of them to work 
for me. 

Question, For how long a time was that the case ? 
Ansivei', For a fortnight before I left. 

Question, What is the effect produced in that neighborhooil, so far as you have ob- 
served, hy the fact of these men riding armed and in disguise at niglit ? 

Anstce)\ I think the whole of it is done for the purpose of keeping the negroes and . 
white republicans from voting. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, W^as there any election at the time ? 
. Anstrer, No, sir; but it generally commences two or three months before an election. 
They have an election in North Carolina in August. They operate in the counties 
where they have nearly a tie vote. 

Question, How do you know they generally do that? How long have you been 
there ? 

Answer, Nine months. 

Question. Were you there at an election ? 

Answer.- Yes, sir, at the Holden and Manning election, and I know previous to that 
the Ku-Klux were more numerous. Old citizens, republicans, have told me that has 
always been their rule. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, What is the effect of these outrages upon the sense of security enjoyed by 
the people ? 

Answer, The republicans feel particularly unsafe ; they are afraid to talk politics at 
all ; you can seldom get a white republican to express his opinions. I only know two 
in the whole neighborhood I was in, in parts of the two or three counties; they said 
they were repubGcans, but were afraid to have it known. 

Question, Dicf you go into the country among the people there ? 

Answer,. YeSf sir; I bought feed of them, had business transactions with them, and 
knew a great many within twenty miles around. 

QucMion, Were there any other occurrences of this kind during the time you were 
there? 

Ansiver. I heard of several. 

Question, Did you make sufficient inquiry to satisfy you of the fact? 
Ansxcer. I did inquire of parties who told me such was the fact. 
Question. What was the nature of the occurrences ? 

Answer. A colored woman told me she had been Ku-Xluxed above Egypt, and very 
badly whipped. 

Question. What was her name ? 

Answer. Frances Gilmer. And I have heard of their Ku-Kluxing a man by the name 
of Henderson Judd. 

Question, How recently ? 

Answer. Last fall. He lived about ten miles from my shanties, over the other side of 
the Haw Kiver. 

Question. What was the nature of the injury? 

Answer, They took him, another old gentleman, and a colored woman, and kept them 
out all. night. In a day or two afterward the old white man and the colored woman 
died. I forget their names. They took §10 from Mr. Judd. 
' Question,- Did you see any of the parties? 

Answer, I did not. Captain Bennett will tell you about them. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. What did they do to them ? 

Answer, I did not hear what they did, except that they kept them walking all night, 
and that a day or two afterward two of them died from fatigue and exposure. 

ByMr. Coburn: 
Question, Was not the name of the white man who died Hance ? 
^wm'CJ*. Yes, sir ; that was it. 
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By tlie Chairman: 

Question, Are these all the cases you heard of about which you made inquiry and 
became satistied of the fact ? ♦ 

Answer. Yes, sir j I do not know of any more that I would Youch for the truth of. I 
have heard of others by rumor through the county. 

Question, Are there any other facts that you can give as bearing upon the manner 
in which the laws are executed there, or upon the security of person and property ? 

Answer, I do not think any loyal man's life is safe in Chatham, Moore, and Harnett 
Counties. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, What do you mean by a loyal man ? 

Amwer. A man willing to accept the situation with the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion. 

Question. You do not think any such man's life is safe ? 

Answer, I do not, unless he keeps it to himself. When no one knows his politics he 
would be safe. 

Question, A republican means a loyal man ? 

Answer. I know a great many democrats that are loyal. 

Question. How can they live there? 

Answer, They are not Ibimd in that portion of North Carolina ; in Virginia I know a 

great many that are loyal. 
Question, A loyal democrat could not live there, could he ? ^ 
Ansiver, It would depend upon how far his loyalty went. If he said very little about 

politics he might. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Do you mean that a democrat cannot be loyal ? 

Answer. In that part of North Carolina, I have met with none that I considered 
loyal. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. You have a very high standard of loyalty ? 

Anstver, I have heard them curse aud abuse the Government, curse the national flag, 
the President, and Congress. 

Question. Do you consider it as disloyal to curse the President and Congress ? 

Answer, I should, to curse the Government generally. I have heard them say they 
hoped the day was not far distant when they would be free and independent — ^free from 
the Yankee Government. 

Question. Whom did you hear say it ? 

Answer. I have heard a great many say it. 

Question. Give us the names ? 

Anstver. 1 drove stock from Virginia to Chatham county, North Carolina, and on tho 
road, or when we were in camp at night, heard a great many who were strangers to me 
say it. 

Question. Then all you have heard so express themselves were strangers? 
Answer. I heard I. N. Clagy, of Chatham County, and Johu N. Scott, of Haywood, 
Chatham County, say so. 
Question. Whom else? 

Answer, A man by the name of Perham, of Locksville, and a great many others whose 
names I do not remember. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 

Question. Was the Ian guage directed toward the Government or administration ? 

Answer, Toward the Government and administration j toward the Government gen- 
erally. They regarded it as being in the hands of a set of thieves. 

Question. Did not damn the Constitution, did they ? , 

Answer. Yes sir ; said there was no Cfonstitution, and that the Government was now 
controlled by mob law. That is the general impression there. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Were such expressions so common that when you heard them you could 
not accumulate the names ? 

Anstver. If I did I should always be asking the names, and would have to carry a book 
to set them down in. 

Question. Do you mean to say such sentiments are prevalent in that region ? 

Answer. I do. 

By ;Mr. Blair : 
Question, Sentiments adverse to Congress ? 
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Answer. Adverse to the Government, the Congress of the United States, and the Con- 
fititutiou as it stands to-day. 

By Mr. Coburx : 

Question. Will you state what was the beginning of your trouble, what was the eause 
of it ? 

Ansiver. In the first place, there was a gentleman from Kichmond got ahead of mo a 
week or two at work on his contraet on the road, and he reported all through the coun- 
try that I was an irresponsible party and that I had been forced to leave Kichmond on 
account of my political principles. He poisoned the minds of his men against me, and 
I found when I got there that my contract had been let to another party, I having 
been detained about ten days. 

Qucsiion. Had you made any political speeches there? 

Ansiver. I did do so. 

Question. State about that. 

Answer. To do so I must state that the negroes found out that I was a republican 
from this man's reporting it ; so, some ten days before the election in November, they 
came out and serenaded me, and I made a speech. I advised them on the day of elec- 
tion to go to the polls and support the republican nominee, and if they had any sick or 
disabled men I would send my carts and haul them to the polls to vote. After that I 
was threatened by the Ku-Klux. I afterward went to Kaleigh and made a speech 
there. At that time my credit in Ealeigh was good for any amount of goods I wanted. 
That very day I had paid a commission merchant there some ^400, nearly all I owed 
him, and had ordered another bill of goods. But when he found out my politics he said 
the republicaus were a very dishonest set, and he preferred that our business transac- 
tions should cease from that day. He refused to send the goods I had bought. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question^ What was his uame? 
Answer. William C. Stronach. 

Question. You say you had just i)aid him a bill that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; about §400 ; and made another bill of goods, wliich he refused to 
send, and did not send. I owed him then about §42. 

Question. Your credit being good, and he knowing it, refused the goods simply 
because you were a republican ? 

Ansiver.' I had business transactions with him from the 1st of October up to the 6th 
of April, and I had always paid him. I have his bills receipted to the amount of 
§1,800 or §2,000. 

Question. That was the only objection ? 

Answer. The only objection he assigned. 

Question. That was the day you made the political speech ? 

Answer. I made a speech that night, and this was the following morning. I asked 
him if any goods had been shipped, and he told me noj and that was the reason he 
assigned for not shipping them. 

Question. That was all the reason he assigned? 

Ansivei'. That was all I know of. My credit was good up to that time. I then came 
back through Kaleigh, going from there to Richmond on a vessel, carrying my wifo 
home. I also went on business, intending to sell a farm and buy property in North Car- 
olina. I was going on to arrange for the jiurchase when I was arrested at Raleigh on 
a.warrant as an absconding debtor. 

Question. Sworn out by whom ? 

Answer. By Stronach. 

Question. Why didn't you pay the §42 ? 

Answer. After he refused to send the goods he wanted the balance paid. I told him 
I would settle if he would compare my bills with his books. He claimed that I owed 
him §81^ and I claimed it was only §42. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Didn't that occur before he sold you the goods ? 

Ansivej'. No, sirj it occurred afterward. I went into the store that night to eettlo 
the §42. I told him, ^' I am sure there is one honest republican in North Carolina, and 
I came down to compare my bills with your books, and we will settle." He remarked 
to his partner, "We must settle by the books." I remarked to him that I did not owo 
but §41 or §42, and that I was v/iUing to pay. He said, "I will see that I get it all 
before you leave Raleigh." The next morning he had me arrested. At that time my 
stock of railroad implements, mules, and carts were still at work on the railroad. 

Question. Was the property in that county ? 

Answer. No, sir; Raleigh is in Wake County, adjoining Chatham. 

By Mr. Coburx : 
Question. What was the value of the stock and implements ? 



66 



CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IX THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer. From $1,500 to $2,000. I had not left the State ; my child was at the shan- 
ties, and all my hands were there. I was going hack into Virginia for the purpose of 
returning and making an investment in North Carolina. 

By JMr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Was not the warrant in the nature of an arrest as a non-resident dehtor ? 
Answer. No, sir ; as an ahsconding debtor. 

By lilr. Beck : 
Question. Has the case been tried ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. What is the result ? 
Answer. Proceeding quashed by Judge Watts. 
Question. Has the money been paid ? 
Answer. No ; the account stands open. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You mean the question is undecided whether you owe him 

Answer. Forty-two dollars or $81. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you sell your property in Virginia, and invest in North Carolina ? 

Ansiver. I did not. I went to Virginia for that purpose, but my foreman wrote me 
about Ku-Klnxing, and I was afraid to make the investment. I thought I would go 
back and see what was the matter before I did make the investment. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Was not the proceeding against you as an absconding debtor quashed for 
the reason that it w^as not a jjroper case for such proceeding ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and the judge stated to my counsel that I could bring an action 
againt the plaintiff for false arrest. He reprimanded the magistrate for issuing the 
w^arrant. 

Question. Has any legal proceeding been taken by the firm since to collect 'the debt? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long ago was that ? 

Ansiver. The day after Easter ; I think it was the 11th of April. 

Question. Did you suppose the proceeding w^as taken for the pur]30se of giving you 
trouble? . . 

Answer. I did not think it w^as anything else. It was started for the purpose of ruin- 
ing me on the railroad contract, and they have succeeded in doing it. 

Question. It was part of a general plan ? 

Answer. It was part of a general plan. 

Question. Have you been back in North Carolina since that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you had property there upon which an attachment could be levied 
by regular proceeding in case you left the ^tate ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I left all my property there when I returned to Virginia, and it 
remained there until I was forced by the Ku-Khix to sell it. 

Question. Do you know that by the laws of North Carolina a* man maybe imprisoned 
for a debt, when it is alleged he has absconded ? 

Answer. I am aware of that fact. 

Question. And that in ordinary processes to collect debts there is no imprisonment ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I stated on my oath on the trial that I regarded North Carolina 
as my home, and that I did not intend to leave it ; that I had all my stock and imple- 
ments there, and that all*my family but my wife were then in the State. I lost 
$2,200, and was forced into bankruptcy by the affair. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. When did you first go to North Carolina ? 
Answer. On the 22d day of September, 1870. 
Question. As a contractor on a railroad'? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the extent of your contract ? 

Answer. I had a section of a mile that I completed on my first contract ; then I did a 
piece of work on tWo other contracts; got a good deal of timber and railroad ties. 
Question. Where did you go from ? 
Ansicer, Richmond, Virginia. 

Question. How long had you been a citizen of Richmond? 
Answer. I was born and raised there. 
Question. Had you lived there up to the time you left ? 
Anstccr. Regarded it as my home j I had lived in Missouri. 
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Question. How long bad yon been living in Ricbmond ? 

Answer, 1 went back from Missouri in 1857, and remained in Richmond all tbe time. 

Question. What business bad you been engaged in in Virginia during that time ? 

Answe): I practiced law there previous to the war; then I went i-nto the confederate 
army, and remained in it till the surrender of General Lee, or till I was released from 
Fort Delaware ; after that I went into contracting. 

Question. ^Vhere— in Missouri ? 

Answer. No, sir ; in Virginia. I went to Missouri in 1855, came back in 1857, prac- 
ticed law till the breaking out of the war, was in the confederate army during the 
war, and then went to contracting in Virginia. J»Iy first contracts were to cut new 
streets in Richmond. I held them some two or three years. Then, when the demo- 
cratic party came into power in the State, I was the lowest bidder for a sidewalk con- 
tract in 1870, but they threw my bid out. I could have got securities for half a mil- 
lion if I had wanted them. 

By JSIr. Van Trump : 
Question. You say here that you could do it ? 
Ansivei: Yes, sir ; I could do it to-day. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Qucsiion. You had been employed under the republican administration of Richmond ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. One of the commissioners who awarded me the contracts is here. 
Question. You comi>lied with all your contracts ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And were the lowest bidder in 1870 ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the democrats would not give you the contract ? 
■ Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and I was the lowest bidder last week, Tuesday, for the same kind 
of work, sidewalks. 

Question. Did they give it to you ? % 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are you living now in Richmond ? 

Answer.''NOf sir; North Carolina is my home, but I contract wherever I can. I do 
not know, though, where my precise home is. 
Question. What time in 1870 was that contract ? 

Answer. Some time in the latter part of June. They generally let them out so that 
the contractors take possession of the work the 1st of July. 

Question. You remained in Richmond till September, 1870 ? . 

Ansiccr. No, till August. I went to Petersburg and dug out a large foundation. 

Question. When did your first trouble about politics come on in North Carolina ? 

Answer. I began receiving threats as soon as I took ground for Holden in the election 
in November. 

Question. What time was that ? 

Ansiver. It was an election to fill an unexpired term in Congress. Mr. Dewees had 
resigned, or had been expelled, and the election came off in November ? 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. You went there in September, and began to take an active part in politics 
the next month ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At what time did you address a meeting ? 

Answer. Some week or ten days i)revious. 

Question. Who composed the meeting — all negroes ? 

Answer. Negroes and white men. * , 

Question. Who attended the meeting you addressed at Raleigh ? 

Answer. Negroes and white men, mixed. 

Question.-'V^Xio invited you to address the meeting? 

Answer. I was invited by several parties there, by a gentleif an named Freeman. 
Question. White? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and a gentleman named Miller. 

Question. Whatever side of politics you espouse you are pretty fierce, are you not ? 
Ansicei'. No, sir ; I never made an incendiary speech in my life. I have made a good 
many republican speeches. 

Question. Did you pitch into the whites pretty strongly ? 

Answer. No, sir, I never did ; I did into the democratic party pretty strong for their 
inconsistency, but never into the white race. • * 

Question. The white race there was generally democratic ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, most of them. 

By Mr. Stevenson ; 
Question. You are a white man T 
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Ansicer. 1 am one of the best families of Virginia ; have had two relatives in the 
White House — that is as much as almost any man can hoast of— President Tyler and 
General Washington. I sprang from the branch of the family that the Lees, Custises, 
and Parkes did. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Were you first threatened before or after the election ? 
Ansicer. Before, but after that speech. 
Question. What was the date of that speech ? 
Answer. Somewhere about the 1st of November. 
Question. Who threatened you ? 

Ansiver. I, received a good portion of th« threats through the negroes, but some white 
republicans also came and told me. 

Question. Tliese threats were after you made that speech, which was ten days or so 
before the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it might have been longer. 

Question, Was not the difficulty this : that the negroes told you you would be Ku- 
Kluxed if you talked that way ? Was not that the extent of it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you not say in answer to a question of the Chairman that the only 
threats came from the negroes, who told you you would be Ku-Kluxed if you talked 
politics ? 

Answer. No, sirj I said I got information through the negroes and through some 
whites. 

Question. What did they tell you ? 

Answei\ Several gentlemen told me if I did not mind the part I took in politics, I 
would not be able to complete my contract j that I would be forced to leave it, or be 
whipped if I remained there. 

Question. Was that the extent of the threat ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, at that time ; but then I did not regard it as of any importance. 

Question. Was that the statement made to you there by negroes or white men, that 
if you did not quit interfering with North Carolina politics you would not be permit- 
ted to complete your contract ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Beyond that you were not threatened at that time ? 
Ansivei\ Let 'me state further that 

Question. No lectures. That is the extent to which you were threatened at that time ? 
Answer. I would like t*o make an explanation. 

Mr. Stevenson. I think the witness has a right to make the explanation. 
Mr. Beck. If it is limited to the question. 

Witness. It will be limited to it. The people of that section of the State regard 
every man from a northern State as a foreigner, and they do not like him to meddle in 
their politico. They tell him he shall have nothing to do with North Carolina politics. 

Question. That is all the explanation ? 

Ansiver. That is all ; that is the feeling of the people. 

Question. From that time till after you went to Virginia, in April last, were you ever 
interfered with by anybody ; if so, in what way ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I kept continually receiving these threats.* 
Question. What were they ? 
Answer, Just about the same threats. 
Question. That if you did not quit interfering with 

Ansiver. With North Carolina i)olitics, I would have to leave the Stat^ ; that they 
had had carpet-baggers enough down there, and didn't want any more of them. 
• Question. Beyond that general statement, you had not been interfered with up to 
April last, in your work or in any other way ? 

Ansiver. The negroes dropped off, and I found great diffi<julty in getting hands. I 
paid 10 cents more a ckiy than any other contractors on the road. I brought some 
- hands from Virginia, and others I got in North Carolina. They informed me that they 
were afrai.d to work for me ; that they were threatened to be Ku-Kluxed if they did. 

Question. With that exception, you had not been interfered with ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Other contractors could get plenty of hands at 10 cents less than you ? 
Answer. Plenty of them. 

Question. That was the condition of things until April last ; no Ku-IQux or body of 
' disguised men had ever visited you in any way up to that time ? 

Ansiver. 1 heard through my hands that they had once passed through my shanties - 
at night. 

Question, They did not interfere with you or your men before April, however ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. If they had passed through the premises they had done no harm ? 
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Ansicer, No, sir ; I tliink it was the general rule with them if they had a spite against 
a man, to first pass through his premises or to meet him. I do not know that to be tho 
fact, hut it is what I have heard. 

Question. In April last, when you went to Virginia, the information you received from 
whites and blacks, that it would not be safe for you to interfere with North Carolina 
politics all came from your own friends ? 

Aimm\ Yes, sir, fi*om republicans and colored men. 

Qiiesiion, No Ku-Klux nor men unfriendly to you had spoken to you up to that 
time? 

Ansu'cr, That is a very hard question to answer, from this fact : There were a great 
many democrats who came to borrow teams to plow their ground, and I invariably 
loaned them ; they would 

Question . Butj no unfriendly man had ever spoken to you in person up to April ? 
* Ansicer, No, sir; but the difiQculty seems to be this 

Question, Is that the fact ? 

Ansicer. I want to answer it in this way: A party who appeared to he friendly to you 
to-day, would be your bitterest enemy under cover of the night. 
Question. But no person unfriendly to you had spoken to you ? 
Anm-er. None apparently unfriendly. 

Question, When did you start for Virginia, and when did you return to North Caro- 
lina? 

Answer. I started, I think, on the 10th of April, and returned about the 18th or 19th. 
Question* When did you first see men in disguise ? 

Answer, On the night of the 29th of April, or rather about 3 o'clock in the morning of 
the 30th. 

Question, Repeat again what you heard and saw. 

Ansicer. I was in the bushes, and was about twenty feet from them, when I heard 
them say that they had cleaned out one damned Union hovel, and they intended to make 
the damned Yankee railroad contractors leave their work : if they didn't, and if they got 
hold of them, they would hang them to the first tree they could find; and if they didn't 
find them, they intended to kill their stock. 

Question, To whom were they talking ? 
I Answei\ Talking to themselves. They seemed to me to be intoxicated. I do not 
think sane men would have carried on in that way — yelling, firing pistols and guns. 
Some of them had double- barrel shot-guns. 

Question, Their convert^ation was from one to another? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Just where my shanties were is a lonely place. The nearest house 
besides the one they attacked was a mile and a half back from my shanties ; there was 
another house some four or five miles off, and then in two different directions you would 
not find a house within ten miles. 

Question, They did not find your shanties ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did they destroy your stock that night ? 
Answer. They did not. 

Question. Did they do any damage to your place ? 

Ansicer, Not that night ; the next morning I took the precaution to send my stock 
away. 

Question. So that it never was injujred ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Your stock were there that night ? 

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; and I have no doubt they would have injured them but the day was 
too close at hand. They make it an invariable rule to get in before daylight. 
Question. They were within three hundred yards of your shanties ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And it was about 3 o'clock ? 

Answer, lihixx^ it was a little later; ahout 2^ or 3 o'clock I heard the alarm of 
shooting, and I do not think it was more than half an hour from the time they rode 
away, when I went back to my shanty, and there, on looking at my watch, I found it 
after 4 o'clock, and day was about breaking. 

Question, You remaining out long enough for them to be entirely out of reach ? 

Answer. Of course I did. 

Question, It was then not quite 4 o'clock ? 

Ansicer, It was a little after 4 when I got into my shanty. 

Question. There was nothing to prevent them from destoying your stock except that 
it was too near day, as you conjectured ? 
• Answer, That was the only thing. 

Question, Your stock were perfectly at their mercy, being all there ? 

Ansicer. They were, and my little child was there. ^The Ku-Klux did not know what 
I had in the woods ; they had the impression some w*ay that my men were armed, and 
they threatened to have me arrested for keeping my negroes armed. 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How many where there of these Ku-Klux ? 
An8wet\ Between forty and fifty. 

By Mr. Coburn : 
Question, Were your men armed ? 

Ansiur, I think there were some that had muskets about the shanties. 

Question. You immediately went to Raleigh, informed the United States commis- 
sioner of the fact, and obtained a warrant ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; I took along a man whose back was lashed till the blood trickled 
to his heels. 

Question. You arrested three men ; are they in custody now ? 

Answer. Two of them are ; one has given bail. One of them has confessed ; that is, 
W;hen the witness swore that there were two negroes present, the man remarked that 
that was a damned lie ; there were three present, for he shot one. 

Question. What are the names of these three persons ? 

Answer. James Caberniss, Frank Clark, and Mitchell. 

Question. Which one gave bail ? 

Answer. Clark. 

Question. Which one confessed ? 
Ansiver. Caberniss, 

Question. What is the name of the man that was whipped ? 
Answer, Samuel Gilmer. 

Question. After that you did no more work on the road ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. The railroad company refused to settle with you or pay you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where is the company's office ? 

Ansicer. The chief engineer's office is in Haywood, Chatham County j he is the man 
that has to give me my drafts. 

Question. Did you apply to him for settlement ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he gives drafts on the treasurer at Raleigh. 

Question. He refused to settle with you ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I asked him to withhold the twenty per cent., and he refused to do 
that. ■ 

Question. What was the reason assigned ? 

Answer. He said he had had trouble enough with work on the road, and did not intend 
to have any more. The piece of work I was doing had been contracted for by Colonel 
Henderson, and he had failed to complete his contract. I then had the work to do, and 
had completed it nearly ; I could have finished it in four weeks more. I asked Colonel 
Sanford to send the assistant engineer and measure it ; he did come and measure up my 
work, afcd made up my estimate ; but when I went to the chief engineer's office to 
settle. Colonel Sanford told the assistant engineer it was not worth while ; that he 
would not pay any money on the work till it was completed. This was my regular 
monthly estimate, to which I was entitled by the rule of the road. Colonel Sanford 
had the right to pay me, reserving the twenty per cent, until the work was completed. 

By Mr. Stevexson ; 
Question. Did he know that you were then about to give up the work ? 
Answer. 1 carried a gentleman with me from Locksville who.olfered to go my security 
for the completion of the work. 

Question. A gentleman that he knew ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a Mr. Bynum ; he knew him well.. 

Question. Did he know you were about to quit the work ? 

Answer. I stated that I had been forced to leave my work by the Ku-Klux organiza- 
tion, and that I wanted to settle up in some way, so as to go off on another road and 
take a contract where I would not be in danger of life and property. He told me he 
could not pay me anything. 

By JVIr. Beck* 

Question. That is the only time that disguised men, or Ku-Klux in any form, ever 
troubled you that you ever saw ? 
Answer. My foreman said they came there when I was in Richmond and drove him off. 
Question. But that was the only time they ever troubled you in person ? 
Ansiver. That is all. 

Question. The other case of which you spoke you know nothing about personally ? • 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

By Mr. Poland : 
Question, What was the amount of your monthly estimate ? 
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An8wa\ At that iimo it would have been §400 or $500 ; but my force bad been reduced 
from as high as thirty to fifty down to eight or ten. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How many bad yon when the Ku-Klux came? 
Answer. Ten or fifteen then ; after that it got down to six. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. About what time was it that they passed through your shanties f 
Answer. I think that was about the last of January or first of February. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Then you did not see them ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. You heard they had been seen there ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The truth of that yon do not know ? 
Ansiver. I do not. 

Question. When did you make your last political speech ?J 
Answer. I do not remember the date. 
Question. About what time ? 

Ansiver. I think it was about the middle of March, just before the municipal election 
in Raleigh ; that came off about the 1st of April. 

Question. It Was bearing upon the municipal election ouly ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There was no general election in the State or county where you did the 
work ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where were you when you were summoned to appear here f 
Answer. In Richmond on a visit. 

Question. Did you inform the committee that you desired to be summoned 1 
Answe7\ I did not. 

Question. Did you ask any one to inform them that you desired to be summoned ? 
Ansiver. I did not. I told Colonel Shields what had transpired in North Carolina. 

By* Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Who is he ? 

Ansiver. United States commissioner in Richmond. 
Question. When did you enter the confederate army ? 
Anmver. In May, 1861. 

Question. About the time Virginia went off? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you enter as volunteer ? • 
Answer. As volunteer. 
Question. What rank ? 
Ansiver, Private. 

Question. You believed in the right of secession ? 

Ansiver. I voted against secession, and voted for Lincoln as President. 

Question. You say you have the blood of Washington and Lee in your veins ; state 
your connection with them ? 

Answer. General Lee is connected with the Custises, and we would be about fourth 
cousins ; I could not trace it baek completely. 

Question. You do not understand the genealogy ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I have it at home in a book. 

Question. How long did you serve in the confederate army? 

Answer. Until Kirby Smith surrendered. I was confined six weeks in the Old Capitol, 
and eight months in Fort Delaware, making nine months imprisonment altogether. 
Question. Where did you go when released? 
Answer. To Virginia. 

Question. When did you change your politics? 

Answer. 1 never changed them ; I voted against secession, and for Lincoln. 
Question. The first or second time ? 

Answer. The first time ; the second time I could not vote. I came here a prisoner 
the day he was inaugurated the second time, and passed up Pennsylvania avenue. I 
have always been an old line whig, and opposed to slavery ; though I owned slaves, I 
thought it was wrong. 

Question, Why did you volunteer ? 

Answer. I had a family, and could not well leave them ; and if I did not volunteer I 
would have been conscripted. I did not choose to be conscripted; I would have 
fought till I died before being conscripted. I was brevetted for hard fighting and gal- 
lantry, and appointed commissioner in the navy by the confederate government. 
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QuesUon. The Ku-Klux that you saw were armed, yon say ? 

Answer, I saw some with double-barrel guus. 

Question, You had only eight or ten negroes ? 

Answer. I had only six at last. 

Question. How many white men? 

Answer. Only one, the foreman. 

Question. Then if these disguised men had wanted to injure your stock they had the 
opportunity to do it ? 

Ansioei\ Yes, sir; if they had had a knowledge of the condition of things; but I do 
not suppose they knew it. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question. You made a report of all the facts to the United States commissioner at 
Richmond ? 

Ansivei', I told him in ordinary conversation what they had done. 

Question. Did you seek him for the purpose of making a report? 

Answer. I did not. I generally visited the office every day, sat down there and read 
the papers. It is the firm of Chandler, Moulton & Shields, of Richmond, and Chan- 
dler, Moulton & Culver, of Washington. 

Question. You gave the information to whom? 

^?25irer. To Colonel Shields. 

Question, Has there been any election in North Carolina since April, when you made 
your last political speech at Raleigh ? 

Answer, No, sir ; but it -v^as understood if I remained in North Carolina that I should 
take active ground against the constitutional convention. I intended to go back and 
work against the proposition to call a convention to change the constitution. 

Question, That is to be voted on when? 

Answer. In August. 

Question. You think the trouble was, they knew you expected to come back and take 
part against the proposed change? 
Answer, They were afraid I would do. that, and they knew the opposition was great. 
Question, You think that was one reason of the trouble ? 

Answer. That was one reason, I think, why they were anxious to get me out of the 
State. 

Question. The Ku-Klux never came to vour cabin nor searched for you at any time 
after that? 

Answer, I understood that the only reason they did not Ku-IOux me before was that 
I had my family with me. ^ 

Question, That you heard from a ficiend? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

By Ut, Van Trump : 
Question. How did you learu it? 

Answer. Really, I do not know. Your strongest friends in the day-time are your 
enemies at night ; they will drink toddy with you in the day-time, and Ku-Klux you 
at night. , , , 

Question. In 1861 was there any idea of conscription? 

Answer. I do not know what the idea of the confederate government was, but I stated 
to the members of my company that if we did not go in we would be forced iu ; that 
if Virginia did not furnish her quota of troops she would be compelled to do it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. When you saw this band how far were you from your shanties ? 

Answer. Three or four hundred yards iu a direct line ; but there was a deep cut, 
fourteen hundred feet long, and to reach the shanties they would have had to ride 
around that, which would make the distance perhaps a quarter of a mile. They rode 
nearly to the end of the cut, and then went off in a by-path. 

Question. How did you know ? 

Answer, I saw them turn off. 

Question. How near to your shanties on that ride did they go ? 

Answer. They were about four or five hundred yards from them at that point. 

Question. Was it generally understood in the neighborhood that your men were 
armed, and would make resistance if your property was taken ? . 

Answer. I have heard some parties say since the occurrence that that is why they did 
not attempt it sooner; that when I had a largo force of hands they were afraid to 
come. I never put arms in the hands of my negroes, and never advised them to take 
arms. I have never kept powder and shot, except a little for my own use for bird- 
hunting. 

Question. Did you express to any person a disposition to defend your property ? 
Answei; When threatened I would say, very well, if they wanted to come I shc^d 
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protect myself; I had thirty or forty negroes and would do the best I could to defend 
them, as I had a right to do. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question, You were asked what you meant hy a loyal man ; will you give us distinctly 
yonr definition of the term? 

Aimcer. I mean hy loyal men those who accept the Constitution with the amend- 
ments, as it now stands — those who respect the Government and the Constitution ; not 
those who simply indorse the present administration. When I first went into North 
Carolina, I heard many damning the Government, the Constitution, and the flag, and 
saying that as soon as the legislature met they intended to impeacli Governor Holden 
any way. 

Question, Did you hear any opposition expressed to the right of suffrage conferred 
by the Constitution upon the colored race ? 

Answer, I did ; I heard them repeatedly damn the negro, say he should not vote, and 
that they intended to keep him from the polls. 

Question Are those the class of people you term disloyal ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Are you a native of Virginia ? 
Answer. I am. 

Question, Were not Manning and Holden running in Xovember, 1870, for the vacancy 
caused by the death of Judge Gilman? 
Ansu'er. I think so; it was not Deweese. 

Question, He had been elected at the August election previous and had died ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, that is so. 

Question, The negroes and white republicans told you you would be Ku-Kluxed; did 
you mean to say that they threatened you? 
Ansim\ No, sir; they did not threaten. 
Question. They told you in friendship ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any of your hands interfered with by the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, They dropped off workitig, and when I inquired the cause of it, they told 
me they were afraid they would be Ku-Kluxed. 
Question. Were they threatened ? 

Answer. They must have been threatened in that way ; they told me repeatedly that 
they heard the Ku-Klux were coming after them. 

Question. What is the name of the railroad superintendent ? 
Answer. Colonel C. O. Sanford. 
Question, What is his politics ? 
Answer, Democratic. 

Question, Was tlie passing through your camp by disguised men a well-understood 
intimation of a threat ? 
Ansiver, It was generally so understood in that country. 

Question, Was it their habit first to go and show themselves as a warning prior to 
committing acta of violence ? 

Answer, That I believe is the general way of doing things. The night the Gilmers 
were Ku-Kluxed they went to the house of an old man, Jim Gunter, who lives about a 
mile and a half from Gilmer's, waked them up, and asked them if they had ever seen 
the Ku-Klux. They told them they had not. Then they made them open the door, 
went into the house, kindled a fire, and said " Look, we are the Ku-Klux." That is 
what Gunter's daughter told me when I went and inquired about it. 

Question. Is it likely that a member of the order would come openly, face to face, 
without his disguise, and make a threat? 

Answer. He would hot. 

Question. Did you ever know a threat made in that way ? 
Anstver, Never. 

Question. Can you state whether there is any terrorism among the people generally 
produced by the operations of the Ku-Klux? 
Answer, There is a great deal among the colored republicans. 
Question. Are there many white republicans ? 
Answer. There are a great many, but they are afraid to be known. 
Question. There would be a good many but for this fear? 
Ansiver. If they could go to the polls and vote freely. 

Qupstton, To what e!xtent does this terrorism prevail ; do the people sleep in their 
houses ? 

Ansiver. A good many sleep .in the woods. 
Question, To what extent ? " . 

Answei'. To a considerable extent. Being myself tired of sleeping in the woods I 
sent for a republican friend, Hugh Kelley, who lived about three miles from my shan- 
ties, to come down and see me. lie came. I told him I wanted to stay at his house 
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that night. He told me to come. I went there and took snpper. He thought it would 
be a little unsafe to sleep in the house and that we had better sleep in the bam. He 
was actually afraid if he protected me he would be burned out. So we slept in the 
barn in the straw. We had a double-barrel gun. 

Question Did they ever destroy any of your property? 

An8ice7\ No, sir, I never gave them a chance ; as soon as they threatened me I sent it 
off. It was only injured by being hurriedly carried about. 
Question. Does that condition continue up to this time? 
Ansiver. It did up to the time I left Chatham County. 
Question, When was that ? 
Answer, About six or eight weeks ago. 
Question. What information have you since you left ? 

Answer, I heard one gentleman say he believed if I went back now since the United 
States troops had made these arrests it would be different, for I had done more to quell 
the disturbance in Chatham County than anybody who had been there. 

Question. Why did you go to make these arrests? 

Answer, I was appointed special deputy marshal by United States Commissioner 
Shafer. 

Question. Do you know anything about the witnesses who appeared before Commis- 
sioner Shafer being attacked by the Ku-Klux when they returned ? • 

Answer. I will state this, that the old woman who was Ku-Kluxed had been selling 
whisky to the neighbors to help support herself, for the country is so poor that with- 
out some means of that kind some of the people would be almost starved. She had 
been selling liquor for years and no one had ever molested her j but since her return as 
a witness they have had her arrested for selling liquor. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question, Has she been selling it illegally all the time ? 
Answer, She never kept more than a gallon at a time. 
Question. She had no license ? 

Answer, If she had none she would not have been molested, and was not molested 
till after this proceeding by the Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Is she a white or black woman ? 
Answer, White. 

Question, Was she not a very bad character ? 

Question. Nothing except I have heard it said she was not a virtuous woman. I 
heard it said that all my railroad tools would be traded for whisky. I did lose one or 
two shovels and picks, and I searched for them two or three times. I never found, but * 
one shovel and that was in her yard. As soon as I found it she told me to take it and 
carry it home. 

By ISIr. Pool : 

Question. Have you "heard of any prosecution on account of lewd proceeding ? 
Anstver, None. 

By Mr. Blair ; ' 
Question, Did the lack of virtue have anything to dp with the disappearance of your 
tools ? 

Ansiver. None that I know of. I suppose one of my negroes left the shovel in her 
yard till he should return the next morning, and that he never came back., 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. You found the shovel in the yard ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; she said it was left there by a negro going home. 
Question. It was not concealed ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Have you heard of any of these witnesses being whipped since? 
Answer. I have not. 

Question, On the night the Ku-Klux came near J^our premises you say it was near 
daybreak when they left j how far did they have to go before they would come to any 
house in the nearest direction ? 

Ansiver, About a mile and a quarter. 

Question. Did they barely have time to get home before day ? 

Answer. They would barely have had time ; if they had stopped at my shanties to 
commit any depredations daylight would have caught them before they could have 
reached any house. 

Question, What is the name of your foreman ? 

Answet, E. A. Hull. 

Question, What occurred when he was visited by the Ku-IQux ? 
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Amwcr. I was in Virginia then. 
Question. How did lie explain it to you ? 

Answei'. He told mo they came there on Sunday night well armed. Ho had some sev- 
enteen or eighteen colored men, and sent for Hugh Kelley. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. A republican in the neighborhood. 

Question. The Ku-Klux were there in force and in disguise? 

Ansirer. Yes, sir ; he said they were. 

Question. What did he say they did ? 

Anstcer. Nothing except to ride through the shanties and threaten. 

By the Chaikm.vx : 
Question, Mr. Hull is hero is ho not ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 



Washington, June 26, 1871. 

EDWIN A. HULL sworn. and examined. 
By the Chairinian : 

Question. Are you tho foreman employed by Mr. Howie, on the railroad in North Car- 
olina, in April last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. State what knowledge you have of a visit by men in disguise ; what they 
said and did. 

Answer. On the night of the 29th of April last a body of disguised men came there, 
about three o'clock in the morning, which would be the 30th. I heard them coming and 
suspected what they were. I stepped aside into the bushes, saw them pass, and heard 
some conversation between them as they passed. A portion of the conversation was, 
that they intended to drive the damned Yankees out of the State, all of them — or words 
to that effect ; that they intended to drive these damned railroad contractors off the road, 
having reference, I suppose, to Mr. Hq,wle and myself. Some few days previous to that 
they had visited the premises. 

Question. How long before ? 

Answer. About a week. 

Question. How many of them? 

Ansicer. I did not see more than four or five of them. 

Question. How many were there there at the time, according to your best information ? 
A)fsive}\ I presume that was all that were right there. 
Question. How were they disguised? 

Ansicer. I was not close "enough to state how, but I could see their faces were hidden 
by some mask or disguise. 

Question, Were they on foot o^ horseback? 

Answer. On foot. 

Question. What did they do ? 

Answer. They came around the premises, apparently acting like spies, to see if they 
could find any of us there. They appeared to be looking for Mr. Howie, myself, or 
some of the hands. 

Question. Did they say anything ? 

Answer. I was not close enough to hear what they said. I was some little distance 
off. 

Question. Go on and- state what occurred on the 29th of April. 

Answer. I could state some facts as told to me by others, but not of my personal 
knowledge. 

Question. Did you see the persons yourself ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw the persons who said they were outraged — saw them on the 
same day, Sunday morning. 

Question. Go on and state what you saw and heard. 

Answer, I saw the company of disguised men on horseback. I heard the firing a:^d 
supposed it was something of that kind. In the morning Mr. Howie and myself went 
and got the statement of facts. The old widow lady, about 60 years of age, stated that 
they took her out of bed, threw her on tho floor, and whipped her. I saw the marks 
where she said she had been beaten, and had been shot by a pistol ball in her right 
limb. While prostrate on the floor she said one of them kicked her in the head, and I 
saw blood on the floor that she said came from the wound. They also took her daughter 
and served her pretty much in the same manner. Another young widow lady there 
was whipped, and also some colored men on tho premises. Two of them were whipped, 
and one, I understood, was mortally wounded. I saw him, and afterward heard hd 
died from tho effects of the wound. 
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Question. What kiud of a wound? 

Answer. A shot in abcmt the center of the back. The hall appeared to hiavo come 
nearly through his body. I afeked them if they knew any of the parties, and they said 
they recognized a few that they could positively swear to. Her son, about eighteen or 
nineteen, was also whipped. He went to Raleigh and swore out a warrant against 
those parties that the different members of the family said they could positively 
identify. I assisted to make the arrest of three of them. They were brought before 
the United States commissioner at Raleigh and sent to the circuit court or held to bail 
in the sum of $2;000 or $3,000 each. Since then I have understood that the balance 
whose names were on the Avarrant have been arrested. 

Question. Did you sta'te what you heard them say that night? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they make any threats against you ? 

Answer. They said they intended to drive these damned Yankee contractors oft the 
railroad. That I supposed had reference to Mr. Howie and myself. 
Question. How were they disguised ? 

Answer. I could not say exactly, but I saw none but what were disguised in some way 
or another. Their heads were covered, and the bodies of some of them, apparently with 
some dark cloth, calico or something of the kind, and some of them had on tall caps. 

Question. Were their faces masked or covered ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they on horseback or on foot ? 
Answer. On horseback. 

Question. What was probably the member you saw ? 
Answer. I should judge from twenty-five to fifty. 
Question. Why were you out at that time of night ? 

Answer. Because I had heard this tiring over at the widow lady's house and I sus- 
pected what it was. So 3ilr. Howie and myself started to see what was the cause of so 
much firing, howling, and disturbance. 

Question. Was it on your way there that you met them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you sleeping that night I 

Answer. In my railroad shanty. 

Question. Had you slept there l^efore that ? • 

Answer. Oh, yes ; I was accustomed to sleep there, but for a few nights previous to 
.that I had not slept there. 
Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. Because they had continually threatened us from the time we came ther^, 
;and for about a week before this outrage the threats were so strong that I apprehended 
trouble and danger. 

Question. In what manner did these threats reach you ? 

Answer. On one or two occasions some white persons unknown to these parties, who 
'had worked for us before — some of our old hands — told our hands what to tell us ; that 
we had better leave the railroad ; that they intended to drive the damned Yankees 
away J that if we did not leave in such a time they would Ku-Klux us and drive us 
away. I asked them who it was that sent such word. They said they did not know 
who they were ; some wliite men that they did not know. 

Question. Had there been any violence inflicted nj)on i:>crsons in the community in 
that manner before ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir, I had heard of several cases. 

Question. Did that lead to an apprehension on your part of danger from them ? 
Ansiver. Not particularly until they had sent us word. 

Question. When they sent you this word, were you then apprehensive that you. would 
be visited in the manner that others had been ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What effect had that Jdnd of violence upon the colored people in the neigh- 
borhood ; did they feel any sense of security, or were they alarmed ? 

Answer. They were alarmed. I have heard them say it w^as a very dangerous country 
for either white or black republicans to live in, and they were not going to live any 
longer than till they could get out of it. I heard a great manj^ make that remark. 

Question. Did you hear any word of command given to this company of horsemen? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do recollect any ; I heard more than I can recollect. 

Question. Have you given us a statement of all the facts as you now remember 
them? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe so. 
By :Mr. Pool ; 

Question. State the character of the outrage to the daughter. 

Answer. I stated the character of the outrage upon the old lady; the others were 
similar to that. 
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Question. What was done to the daughter ? • 

Ansiccr. She stated — and I even saw the marks — that she had hecn whipped on her 
hody and limhs. She also stated — which I did not see— that while she was prostrate 
on the floor, one of them lit a match, and hurned the hair off from her private parts. 

Question. Was she cut with a knife in any way ? 

Ansiv€i\ It appears to me she said she was, hut I am not positive. 

Question. You said there was a widow there also ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, a young widow lady. 

Question. What was done to her? 

Answe)'. She was taken out of hed, and thrown on the floor and whipped in pretty 
much the same manner as the others ; and she was told hy tlie captain of the party 
that she must leave there the next night, or iu a very short time, and if she was TK)t 
gone hy that time, they would come hack and kill her. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, What kind of a place was this ; was it a house of ill-fame ? 
Answer. Not thai 1 know of. 

Question Was not that the reputation the house had ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; I cannot say that that was the general reputation. If it was I was 
not aware of it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, If any witnesses have stated that fact they were mistaken ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not say they were mistaken j it may have heen so ; hut, if it 
was, it must have heen so private that I did notT^now anything ahout it. 

By Mr. Beck : ' 
Question. Whites and colored people were all mixed up that night, were they not, iu 
the house ? 

Answer. That I could not say ; the three colored men were on the x>remises. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Have you never heard that fact stated — that there were negroes there that 
night with these women ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not that they were there with these women. 

By Mr. Beck : 
. Question. They were at the house ? . 
Answer, Yesj sir. 
Question. Who kept the hoHse ? 
Answer. The old widow lady. 

Question, What ostensihle means of support had she outside of what she could make 
out of her husiness with the other girls ? 

Answer. Well, sir, she cultivated small pieces of land ahout the house ; had a garden 
and a small cotton-field. 

Question. Sold whisky ? 

Answer. I helieve she did ; in fact, I know it. 
Question. Had no license ? 
Answer, That I could not say. 
Question. Ever hear of any I 
Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question, Has she not heen indicted for selling whisky illicitly ? 
Answer.^Yes,, sir ; so I have understood. 

Question. Don^t you know she was selling without license and in violation of law ? 
Anstcer. I do not know it ; I have heard it. 

Question, Didn't you hear that these women were of«had character ? 
Answer, I heard so after these parties were arrested and they appeared as witnesses 
against them. 

Question, Was it a common place for whites and hlacks who felt like going to go ? * 
Answer, I have seen hoth races there to get whisky. 
Question. The other hranch of it you are not familiar with ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question, What was alleged as their offense ? 

Answer. In their statement ^o me they said that these disguised parties told them 
they would teach them hotter than to uphold this damned Yankee Government ; gave 
them ten days to leave, and if they didn't leave they would come hack and hurn the 
house. 

Question. Did you think they were whipped on account of their politics ? 
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Ansicer, That is the statement they made to me; I could not say further than 
that. 

Question. In what way did they take pari in politics ? Did you ever hear ? 

ATiswer. Well, I believe I have heard that, regardless of any persons, they often 
stated that they thought a good deal more of the Yankees than they did ol the rebels; 
such conversation as that. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, You say when you heard the howling and noise at that woman's house you 
started to go there and inet these disguised men ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
•Question, ^ Did they see you ? 
Answer. 1 do not think they did. 
Question, Were they in the road ? 

Answe^\ Yes, sir ; we heard them coming and stepped out of the road. 
Question, Is it not the fact that all the violence they did that night was on these 
women, and all they did at your shanties was to see what they wanted to see ? 
Answer, That was previous. 

Question. They did not come clear down to your shanties ? 

Answer, Not clear to them ; they passed by the shanties at some distance. * 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, Do they consider Virginians as Yankees down there ? 

Anmer, Yes, sir ; I have often heard them call native Virginia x>eople and natives of 
other Southern States carpet-baggers and . foreigners. 
Question. Call them Yankees ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have heard them call them Yankees. 

Question, Even tho«e who had been in the confederate service ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I am not acquainted with the particulars of that fact so much. 

Question. Mr. Howie was in the confederate service ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; so he says. 

Question, You never heard a man designated as a Yankee who was from Virginia and 
in the confederate service ? 
An&wer, Yes, sir ; I have heard him oftentimes called a Yankee and carpet-bagger. 

By Mr. Ste^tenson: 
Question, It is a general term of reproach — Yankee — is it not ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Quest\<fn, How near the shanties did they come that night ? 

Answer. About one hundred and fifty yards, I suppose. . 

Question, Did they go on the main road, or take a side path ? ' . 

Ansicer. Ti^ey did not take the public road, I think, but a by-road through the woods. 

Question. A branch of the road you were on ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Had tl^ey not appeai'ed once before and just passed through ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I believe they did. » 
Question. Had you not heard so ? 

Answer, Oh yes, sir ; but I could not swear to the fact positively. 

Question, Where are y^ja from ? 

Answer, I am a native of New York State. 

Question, You are a Yankee, then, in tlie fair acceptation ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were you under any apprehension of violence from these men ? * 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you begin to feel that apprehension ? 

Answet\ More or less, as soon ^s I saw the depredations they were committing close 
by and received word that they were going to give us a call, which was a week or two 
previous to the outrage on the widow lady. 

Question, How serious were your apprehensions ? What did you do ? 

Answer. It finally got so that I thought it was dangerous to sleep at the shanties, 
consequently I slept in the woods several nights previous to leaving there. 

Question, How did the hands behave? 

Ansivcr. They were frightened a great deal more than we were ; they got so they 
would not work at all. They would sleep in the woods and work in the day, but 
finally they would not work at all, or scarcely any — ^perhaps one or two men would 
work a little. 

Question, How many men had you before these threats be^an I 

Answer. I kept the time-book, but I cannot recollect exactly. We worked, as near as 
I can recollect, from fifteen to forty or fifty hands. 
Question. How many did you aim to work ? 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



69 



Ansicer. "We could and would have worked at times, I suppose, seventy-five men if we 
could have got them. 

Question. Had you the force of animals and tools ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; we had tools to employ that numher. 

Question. Was there anything to prevent your getting that number if there had not 
been this trouble ? 

. Answer. That, in my opinion, was one reason ; another great reason was, other con- 
tractors above and below us would work a large force, and a great many hands were 
working on the farms and plantations. 

Question. You spoke of the effect upon the hands ; did they seem to think of this 
only at night ? 

Answer. They thought of it and talked of it days ; it was their main conversation 
while at work. 

Question. You mean they seemed to be talking and thinking of it all the time ? / 

Answer. Not all the time— only for a short period of time previous to our leaving. 

Question. After it got hot did it seem to be on their minds all the time ? 

Answei'. Oh, yes, sir, so much so that some of the hands that we brought from Rich- 
mond said at different times that they could not work there any longer — that they 
were not going to be in danger of their lives continually, for the sake of a little money, 
when they could go back to Richmond and earn as much without being in danger. 

By 3klr. Van Trump : 
Question. Those negroes were from Richmond ? 

Answer. Some of them ; we had a few hands from Virginia, the balance were from 
North Carolina. 

Question. Was there any difficulty about the right of way with this railroad com- 
pany I 

Answer. I am not aware that there was. 

Question. Was there any complaint about depredations by negroes upon the i^eople 
connected with the railroad? 
Ansica: I cannot say I ever heard of any, particularly. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. There was nothing in that neighborhood to depredate upon f 
Ansiver. No, sir, I do not think there was. 

By Mr. Yan Tkump : 
Question. This railroad ran through a pretty extensive country ? 
A7iswer. Yes, sir ; it was to run from Raleigh to Cheraw, South Carolina. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Question. You were right in the pitch-pine woods ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; some forty miles from Raleigh. 
Question. No considerable settlement near you ? 
Answer. Not nearer than six or seven miles. 
Question. Ij^here did the Ku-Klux that you arrested come from ? 
Answe:)'. Those we aiTested were within a space of two or three miles from our works 
in Chatham County. 
Question. Those that your processes were against, where did they belong ? 
Ansivei: In the same county ; the same neigborhood. 
Question. It was the nearest settlement to your works ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What class of people did they belong to politically or otherwise j those that 
were charged and arrested ? 
Ansiver. As for their reputation any way, I am not acquainted with it. 
Question. Do you know whether they were men of property ? 
Ansicer. I do not. 

Question. Did you see any of them ? 
Answer. I saw the three that I assisted to arrest. 
Question. About what a^e were they ? 
Ansiver. I should judge from twenty to thirty years of age. 
Question. Do you know whether they were men of family ? 
Answer, Two of them I believe were married. 
Question. How as to those who were charged ? 
, Ansiver. They were generally men of families. 

I Question. Do you know whether others that were charged were men of property f 
I Answer. I think most of them were men of some little property, but to no great 
extent. 

Question. I mean real property! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you been about there since these arrests were made 1 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you heard from there ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In communication with the i)eople about there ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What effect has it had ? 

Answer. I understood from a gentleman who lately came from Chatham County that 
some of these parties who were charged have since been arrested, and that the old 
widow lady has been indicted for selling liquor without a license. 

Question. What effect has it had on the general jniblic sentiment ; has it made any 
improvement ? 

Anstce}'. I understand the generality of the people there have become to some extent 
embittered against the authorities for causing these arrests to be made. 

Question, Do you understand that they are mad because these people have been 
prosecuted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the understanding I have. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Do I understand you to say that they call republican strangers Yankees ? 
Answer. Some do ; I believe that is a general term. 
■ Question. Used as a term of reproach f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe it is. 

Question. Do they call the Government a Yankee Government ? 
Ansivej: Yes, sir. 

Question. And those who support it Yankees ? 
Anstvei\^Yes, sir. 

Question. How far from your shanties was this outrage committed ? 
An8we7\ T suppose it was about half a mile. ' • 

Question. You said you were not able to tell the general character of the house or 
those who kept it ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Are you a stranger in that community ? 
Anstvet\ Yes, sir. 

Question, How long had you been there at that time ? 
Answer, Upwards of ten months I think. 
Question, Did you mix with the people very much ? 
Answer, Not very much. 

Question, You heard the charges against the character of the parties outraged since 
the persons who were charged with it were arrested? 
Answfr, Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you heard of any whipping of negroes in Chatham County previous 
to that time ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 
Question. How many cases ? . 

Answer, I do not recollect the particulars or the number of cases, but I heard of 
several. ^ 
Question. As many as twenty ? 
Ajisiver. No, sir ; I think not. 

Question, Is there any state of terrorism among the colored people in that county as 
far as you observed ? 
Ansiver, Amongst a certain class of them I believe there is. 
Question. What class? 

Answer. Those who vote the republican ticket. 

Question. Did colored men in that county to any extent vote the democratic ticket at 
the last election, if you know ? . 

Answer. I do not know, but I understand several of them did. 

Question. Do you know whether or not many refrained from going to the polls at all? 
Answer, I know of a good many that did not go. 

Question. It is those who voted the republican ticket, then, that are afraid ? 
Answ^, That is the way I understand it. 

Question. You said that some of your hands told you that white strangers would 
come to them and send messages to you that you had better leave the railroad ; were 
they Virginia hands that brought the messages ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; not all of them. 

Qup^^ioyi. How far were your works from Orange County ? 

Answer, I do not know ; during the time I was there I made railroading my business, 
and refrained from any other as far as possible, consequently I am quite ignorant of 
the county boundaries, &c. 

Question, Did you stay most generally at your shanties ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; nearly all the time. 
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Question. Have you heard of any democratic contractor on that road being disturbed 
by ttie Ku-Klux ? 
Jnswo'. No, sir. 

Question. -Ov of their hands being threatened or disturbed by them ? 
Ansurr. No, sir. 

Question, Have you heard of their being disturbed by any other party, either them- 
selves or their hands ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any outrages upon the witnesses that appeared before 
the United States commissioner under these arrests ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, How long since you Were in North Carolina ? 

Answer. I think I left two' or three weeks after this outrage, on the 21)th of April, and 
I have not been there since. 

Question. After Mr. Howie left was there an attack made upon you by the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; but that occurred previous to his leaving the last time. It was 
during his absence at Richmond, when I saw four or five disguised men around the 
premises at night. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question, Did you state what they did ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, They did not do any harm ? 
Ansicer. No, sir; they committed no outrage. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You said there was a certain class of negroes who were afraid to go to the 
polls to vote. You state that as a fact ? 

Answer. I said I knew of those who said they were afraid — at least refrained from 
going to the polls to vote. 

Question. You say there are some democratic negro men, too ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is your knowledge as to whether those are or are not afraid to go to 
the polls — whether or not they are threatened by the republicans ? 

Answer. I have never heard anything in regard to that. 

Question. Are there many democratic negroes there, or only a few there ? 

Aiisicer. These are facts' that I could not positively swear to, but I understand there 
are some fe\V — not a great many. 

Question. You never heard any statement from anybody that they were at all inter- 
fered with by their brethren of the republican persuasion ? 
\An8icer. I never have. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Did the parties arrested for this outrage give bonds ? 
Answer. No, sir; they were remanded to jail. 
Question. In Ealeigh ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueMion. Have they given bonds since ? 

Answer. One of them, I understand from a gentleman from that place, who is now 
here, has done so. 

Question. What is his name ? 
Ansiver. Clark. 

Question. Do you know whether he has since left the State ? 
A7i8W€r. I have not heard. 

By Mr. Van Troip : 

Question, I understand you to say that the country around your portion of the railroad 
is wild, and few persons live there 1? . 
Anmer, Very thinly settled. 
Question. And you seldom left the shanties ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How, then, do you know that the negroes were afraid to vote ? 

Ansicer. Because hardly a day passed but some colored people were passing up and 
down the railroad, principally to get work. " 

Question. How did the matter of voting come up in conversation between you ? 

Answer. Oftentimes I used to hear them bringing the question up in conversation 
with the hands who were working for me. 

Question. Did you ever attend the polls at au election ? 

Ansicer. Not in North Carolina. 
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Question. Then all you know about it is the fact that negroes casually passing along 
announced that they were afraid to vote? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard tjiat fact stated. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Did you try to hire those men to work for you who were passing along the 
road ? 

Amxver, Sometimes. It would depend upon the situation of our work ; if we wanted 
hands we would hire the first that came along. 

Question. Did they ever tell you they were afraid to work for you ? 

Answer. I do not recollect in regard to that. I made a statement in regard to that 
awhile ago, that the hands we had employed said they considered their lives in danger 
and were going hack to Richmond. 

Question. I si)eak of those passing up and down the railroad ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard them say anything about being afraid to work for us. 



Washington, D. C, Juli/ 1, 1871. 

ELIAS BRYAN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer, In Haywafd, Chatham County, about the center of the State of North Car- 
olina. 

Question. How long have you lived there ? 

Ansiver. 1 moved there from Edgecombe, in 1840 ; I have lived there thirty-one years. 
Question. Are you a native of the State ? 

Ansiver, I was born in Edgecombe. My health failed iu that country, and I moved to 
Chatham. 

Question, What is your business ? 

Answer. I am a farmer. I have contracted a good deal in the course of my life ; but 
for the last ten or twelve years I have been nothing but a farmer. I own a mill ; but 
farming is my principal occupation. 

Question. Do you reside in a town or village ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I live in the village of Hayward. 

Questioti, How much population has that village ? 

Answer. I suppose there are not exceeding thirty or forty voters. 

Question. It is a small place ? 

Ansiver. It is a largely laid-off town ; but it has never been built up. Its area is 
some two hundred and fifty acres, I reckon ; but it is scattered about. 

Question. We want to ascertain as well as we can the condition of things iu your 
community — whether any offenses or unlawful acts are committed, which are not pun- 
ished, and by whom they are committed. 

Answer. Well, sir, there have been several outrages committed in my neighborhood ; 
so says report. I hardly ever leave my yard ; but my neighbors come to me, and tell 
me of these things; and all I can communicate is hearsay. 

Question. You have sueh information about it as satisfies you it is true ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. The first case I will mention is the Judd case — the 
burning of a school-house ; it is put down as a church. I have had a great deal to do 
myself with churches and school-houses. This school-house was burned. 

Question, Where was that ? 

Ansiver. On the edge of Moore County, on the Cape Fear River, about twelve miles 
below where I live. 

Question. When was that bumed? 

Answer. I think perhaps some time last fall, or about Christinas. I cannot recollect 
dates or names like I used to. 

Question, State what you understood about the burning of that school-house. 

Ansiver. Well, I understood that perhaps some gentlemen went there disguised. ^ I do 
not know anything about them. There was a gentleman there by the name of Dicken, 
who they thought was doing wrong. They took him and made him go with them to 
burn the house. I asked Dicken last week in Raleigh who burned that house, and he 
told me he burned it. 

Question. What did he tell you about it? 

Ansiver. He said that these men carried him there and made him burn it. 
Question. Were these men in disguise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they were disguised ; so he stated. 
• Question. How many were there ? 
Ansiver, He iLid not state how many there were ; I suppose some ten or fifteen. 
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Question. Was there a school kei)t in that house ? 

Ansicer. There had hcen. 

Question. What kind of a school I 

Ansicer. A colored school. 

Question, Was Dicken a colored man ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; a white mau. 

Question. Did he teach the school ? 

Answer. I do not know whether he did or not. 

Question. That you say is the first of these cases that you remember to have heard of? 

Ansicer. Oh, no ; that is not the first ; there were others. Perhaps there is one that 
led to this matter that I might name ; hut I was thinking, as that case had been before 
you, and as the parties had been tried and convicted, it was not necessary to name it. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Which case was that ? 

Answer. The burning of Mimms's barn. The burning of that bam led, I think, to the 
burning of this house. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Let me first inquire about the burning of the school-house. Who built that 
house ? 

Answe)\ I suppose the colored i)eople in the vicinity built it. It is out of my county. 
I had two or three built in my township. But this was in Moore county, and I do not 
know who built it. But I am inclined to thipk the colored people built it. 

Question. Do you know whoso land it was built on ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I do not know whether Mr. Dicken owns any land or not ; I cannot 
say. 

Question. What did Mr. Dicken tell you about the circumstances of those men com- 
ing and taking him with them ? How did they get him ? 

Ansicer. They took him from his home ; I do not know but he said they took him 
and his wife. 

Question. Did they take hira out of bed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not tell me anything about that. He said they took him 
from home. 

Question. And they compelled him to set fire to the house ? 

Ansicer. That is what he stated in the presence of Mr. Judd and three or four.others, 
in Raleigh, week before last. 
Question. Did he know the men ? 

Answei'. That will require me to make a statement. There is a young man by the 
name of Smith, another by the name of Fuquay, another by the name of Douglass. 
These, with Mr. Dicken, were all arraigned for the burning of this house ; and I think 
Mr. Dicken is set aside as a State's witness. These other three men, when I left Ral- 
eigh, were liable to go to jail unless they gave security. 

Question. The three men, other than Dicken, were apart of the gang, as he says, who 
compelled him to set fire to the school-house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did these men do any violence to Dicken, except compelling him to bum 
the house ? 
Answer. I think not ; I won't be positive. 

Question. Do you know of any other cases of burning of school-houses, or anything 
else ? 

Answer. Well, there was an academy burned in the town of Hayward, about two 
hundred yards from me ; but I think it was a mere accident. We had a great many 
railroad hands there, and I thiuk it was a simple accident. I lost three houses. 

'Question. Refer to any cases where houses were unlawfully burned. 

Answei'. As I said, I hdd three houses burned ; but I don't think it had anything to 
do with this matter. One of my houses was a large barn, worth, I suppose, about 
$2,500. I think it was burned by some mischievous person. I had, also, a toll-house 
burned, and a house on the plantation. I never judged any black men or any of these 
disguised men for these burnings. It might have originated in this way : Mr. Hester 
came to my house. Nobody would aid these people, and whenever anything would 
happen they would come to me. They were recommended to me by some gentleman 
in Raleigh, perhaps Governor Holden. They would come to me and want, perhaps, a 
horse. I, of course, would let them have ft horse ; and sometimes they would want a 
wagon. During this time my barn was Lumed. Who did it, what it' was done for, I 
cannot say. I censured nobody with it. It was insured, and I got the insurance. 
That is the only house that I can recollect that was burned, except the school-house, 
and also Mimms's barn, for which the parties were tried and convicted. 

Question, Have there been persons killed in your county or vicinity by bands of men 
within the last year ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. I do not know that any person has been killed. Har- 
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lis has been shot ; but I suppose he can make a better statement of that than I can, 
because he is the man that was shot, and knows all about it. I know very little about 
it, except what be told me. 

Question. No person's life has been taken, so far as you know ? 

Answer, There was the case of Mr. Howie, a contractor on the road, and Mr. Hull, 
(who I suppose, gave in their evidence,) and Mrs. Gilmore, where they went and per- 
haps shot a boy and whipped the whole family, I believe. 

Question, When was that ? 

Answer. I think that was about the latter part of last April. 

Question. Did you understand that that was done by a body of men disguised? 

Answer. They said they were disguised. 

Question. You spoke of the case of Mr. Harris. Wlien was that ? 
Answer. I think it vras about last Christmas. 
Question. What did you understand was done to Harris? 
Ansivei'. A parcel of disguised men went to Mr. Harris's. 
Question. Where did he live ? 

Answer: About ten miles above me. They went there first and took away his gun. 
A night or two, or a short time afterwards they came back and shot in the house very 
often, knocked round, and finally cut down his door, as I think he states to me, and 
perhaps hit him with some seven or eight shots. About the time they went to enter 
the house he fired, and he said he thought-he hit a couple of men. One man was shot 
that night ; I don't know that he was the man. This man lived ten or fifteen miles 
from Harris ; but he had a little grogshop between Harris's and his home. Harris shot 
the fellow in the side, and one shot went over and hit a man in the eye, and put out 
his eye. He said it was put out by a fish-basket. The other man said the Ku-Klux 
shot him. Those men were arrested and taken before the United States court at 
Ealeigh. There were six in that crowd arrested and sent there. In the case of Buch- 
anan there were four or five. 

Question. State all they did to Harris ? 

Answer. They shot him and he shot them. 

Question. He" fired back ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. That is all I know about it. 
Question. And it is supposed that- he wounded one or two of them ? 
Answer. Oh, yes; he thinks he hit some. He can tell you about that. 
Question. They give a difi*erent account as to how they got their wounds ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they give a different account. I live in the neighborhood, and hear 
both sides. 

Question. Are you acquainted with Mr. Harris. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He is a colored man ? 

Ansivetv Yes, sir. I have known him twenty-five years. 
Question. What is Harris's character ? 

Answer. Good. I knoNy the man who raised him — ^^Villiam G. Harris, a neighbor of 
mine. He says his character is just as good as any man's. 

Question. For what did you understand this attack was made upon him ? 

Answer. Well, sir, since I have got here, I have questioned Harris a little on that 
question. Said I, " Harris, I want to find out what these men came to your house for." 
He said, " My brother-in-law had to leave the neighborhood, and he had four barrels of 
corn that he asked me to take care of. I would not i)ut it in my house until I went to 
see Mr. Finch." Harris lives with Mr. Ned Finch, a mighty correct old bachelor, who 
lives about ten miles above me. Finch told him to put the corn in his house ; and he did 
it. That night they came. It may have been that this boy owed them something, or 
something was wrong there. I cannot see anything else. I never knew that until day 
before yesterday, when I asked the question of Harris, and he told me that, if anything, 
the trouble must have been this corn. In the Buchanan case there were four or five, I 
think, arrested. I know there are two in jail ou the Gilmore case. 

Question. That is the railroad case I • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I call it the Gilmore case. 

Question. Have there been some persons arrested for the shooting of Harris ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there are six : Clark, who was shot ; Barney Burgess, who was 
shot in the eye ; the three Knights, and Pendergrast. I saw them under arrest in 
Raleigh. Whether they gave security for their appearance I cannot tell. 

Question. When were they arrested? 

Answer. They were arrested a day or two after the occurrence, by Mr. Hester. 
Question. Who is Mr. Hester ? 

Answer. I suppose he is a deputy marshal at Raleigh. 

Question. You understand that they were prosecuted in the United States court? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and in the Buchanan case I was subpoenaed there myself. 
Question. Can you state any other acts of violence which have been committed in 
your vicinity ? ** 
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Answer. There was another act of violence done about Jonesborough, about fifteen 
miles from -svhcre I live. It is on the edge of Moore County. There was a man 
whipped by the name of Buchanan, also a sister of this woman, Gilmore, a married 
sister of hers, and John Campbell. Campbell kept a little grog-shop on the road, and 
he was a cripple. I think they went there one night and whipi^ed them. 

Question. That was done by a body of disguised men f 

Answe)'. They said so. 

Question. How largo a body of nieu ? 

Answer. I should judge it was pretty large, for this reason: the deputy marshal, who 
was at my house with Mr. Miller, hired a horse and buggy, and went around and col- 
lected all the witnesses in these two other cases ; then they went across to Egypt, and 
took eighteen i)ersons as witnesses and prisoners. They went before the grand jury. 
I don't know what they did with them. 1 think Hester Lad ten prisoners, and six or 
eight witnesses. 

Question, When was that ? 

Answer. I think last Saturday two weeks ago. What they did with those parties I 
don't know. 

Question. The court has lately been in session ? 
Answer. It was in session then. 

Question. Can you tell of any other cases where bodies of disguised men have com- 
mitted violence? • 

Ansiver, I cannot tell of any others that I know of. I have heard of a great many 
little things, but I cannot recollect them. 

Question. Have you heard of other instances where men went about the country 
disguised at night, disturbing people ? 

Answer. I will relate one instance. I had two toll-bridges. I live right between two 
rivers. The road leads from one right across the point, from river to river. I suppose 
that each river is about three hundred feet wide. My toll-keeper told me that a set of 
disguised men came there and fenced up the bridge, tore down the fence of my 
neighbor Crump, and threw it in the river. Crump is a cripple; has a white swelling. 
I remarked to my toll-keeper that this would not do, and said to him, **Have you got 
any spunk?" He said "Yes." Then I said to him, ''Take niy double-1)arreled gun 
and revolver, and don't permit anybody to come into your house at night." He said 
that the night after that a great many disguised men came there, and were looking for 
these other disguised men who had fenced up my bi idge ; but they said, " We are after 
nothing, only those men." The men who fenced up my bridge, my gate-keeper told 
me, he thought belonged to Hay ward. Their shirts were thrown over their pantaloons, 
and something was thrown over their heads. The other men ho said were e<iuipped 
with horns, and everything. 

Question, How large a number were there ? 

Answer. Some twenty or thirty. They dispersed. They did not trouble anything. 
Question. Were they on foot or horseback ? 
Answer. On horseback. 
Question. Both times ? 

Answer. No,. sir; the first time they were afoot. He said he believed it was my 
neighbors in the village who did it. 

Question. The men who came the first ' time were not disguised much, except by 
deranging their clothing ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. This last body were in regular uniform disguise ? 

Ansicer, Yes^ sir that is about the way of it. I have never seen a disguised man. 
myself. 

Question, Have you heard of such bodies in other cases ? 

Answer, I think that is the last I have heard of them. This, I think, happened last 
summer. I think it has been nearly twelve months ago. I never said anything about 
it, because they never troubled me. I have fought against such i)roceedings, and 
advised them to quit it,»when I would see my friends. One night my cook, who sleeps 
on the opposite side of the street, came screaming, and said, '' lyu-Klux ! Ku-Klux !" 
which is a common expression there for almost anything that happens. She l an across 
the street to mo; I jumped up and took my gun, and, with a young man in the neigh- 
borhood, went all over the town, but I never saw any. When I got down to the 
bridge where I supposed they had gone I met my son, who had been down town until 
about 1 o'clock transacting business. W'hen I got within a half mile or a quarter of a 
mile of Deep River bridge, which is now washed away, I heard them run over the 
bridge as hard as they could run. I did not see them. 

Question. You were satisfied there was a body of them ? 

Ansu-er. This girl said so, and became frightened. I did not see them ; I irever have 
Been them. 

Question. From what you learned about their crossing the bridge, &c., were you 
I satisfied that there was such a body ? 



76 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer, I came to tlie conclusion that they had left the place ; I did not see them. 

Question. Do you remember any other oceurreuce in -which disguised men figured ? 

Ansicer. I recollect of no others. There might he some little trivial mattei*s that I 
do not think amount to anything. I do not know whether the parties were disguised 
or not. I cannot say that they were disguised, or anything of the kind. I hear so 
much that I cannot recollect. I used to have a good recollection, hut the last ten 
years my mind and recollection are not good. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, I understand you to say that your habit is generally to remain at home ? 
A7i8icer, Yes, sir. 

Question, To what extent do you carry that habit ; how often do you go away from 
home? 

Answer. 1 have a farm that lies on the opposite side of the river, I suppose half a mile 
distant ; and I have not been there in eighteen months. Unless I have business, I stay 
in my yard, and attend to the poultry and my family. I never leave home unless the 
law requires it. If I have to go away to court on business, or anything of that kind, I 
leave home. 

Question. Your habit of remaining at home is so inveterate that you have not in 
eighteen months visited a farm of yours which is half a mile distant ? 

Answer, No, sir. My son lives there. Another son of mine lives within half a mile ; 
he moved there last Christmas. I never have been to see his family but once since he 
lived there. 

Question. Then you would not be likely to know much about what was going on ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I cannot tell. These things are rufaors that I hear. When arumoi 
of that kind breaks out, generally some friend will come and tell me of it— generally 
some colored man, now and then a white man. That is the only way I gain my informa- 
tion. I have not voted but once since the rebellion, and that was last summer. 

Question. How did you vote then ? 

Answer. I voted for whoever I thought the honestest man. One was a republican, 
and two democrats. I voted for them because I thought they were honest men. I 
picked out tfiose I thought were honest and would do justice. 

Question, You have no party politics, then ? 

Answer. No, sir. The last time I voted before that, I think I voted for Governor 
Holden ; I have been an intimate friend of his about thirty years. 
Question. That was before the close of the rebellion? 
Answer. It was when he and Vance ran. 
Question, That was in 1863 ? 

Ansivet\ Yes, sir. I have not voted since last summer. I am no politician ; I never 
was, and I am too old to become one now. 

Question. Have you done any acts of kindness, of a general character, to the negroes 
in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I have built two churches or Bchool-houses for them. The first one 
I built on a little place I own, and when afterward I sold that tract of land I forgot to 
except it ; and the man that I sold to would not give it up. I turned right around 
and built another in the town. I let them have the lot and put the house on it. I 
suppose the house is worth about $200. 

Question. Have you built any sehool-houses ? 

Answer. That is a school-house and a church. We built it big enough for both pur- 
poses. 

Question, Do colored men come to you for advice ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; my old servants remain with me ; they have never left me. They 
are kind to me and I am kind to them. I suppose there are some fifteen of them, though 
they are not all my old stock. I have built them good houses. I have built a house 
for my old cook and her husband ; they live about two hundred yards from me. They 
are as kind to me as they ever were. 

Question. You spoke of an outrage upon Essie Harris. How long have you known 
Essie Harius ? 

Ansicer, Thirty years. He was raised within three miles of me, and he was fre- 
quently at my house when a boy, playing with my boys. I suppose he is about thirty- 
four or thirty-five years old. 

Question, Is he a man of good character? 

Answer, Well, sir, I asked Mr. William G. Harris about that. He is the man who 
raised Haixis. He was a representative se^^eral years from Chatham County. Mr. 
Harris says that his character is just as good as any man^s. That is what he told me 
the week before last. Mr. Finch says the same. Harris went to Finch's and has lived 
there ever since the surrender, excei)t one year. Since I have known Harris I have 
never heard anything against him. I suppose his character is as good as any man's. 
As a colored man his character is unimpeachable, I think. 
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By the CniMRMAN, (Mr. Polaxd :) 
Question. Is he a man of family ? 

Ansxvei\ He has a wifo au<l six little children^ Two of his children were goino; to 
school ; hut ho sent for them and took them away from school to try to keep his little 
crop up till ho returned. 

By Mr. Poo^l: 

Question, Do you think that any statement he would make in regard to the outrage 
upon him would be entirely reliable? 

Ansiver. I think that anything he would state here would be entirely reliable ; and 
I think he could sustain himself upon it in his neighborhood. I will say that much. 

Question. The Mr. William G. Harris you spoke of was his old master ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he had about forty slaves, and Essie Harris was one of them. 

Qiitsiion. What are the politics of his old master who gives him such a good char- 
acter ? 

Ansiver. He is a deoiocrat. He is an intimate friend of mine, though I have not seen 
* him within three years till the other day. 

Question. You sipoke of the old gentleman with whom Harris now lives ? 
Ansicer. His name is Mr. Finch. He is about sixty-seven years old. 
Question. What are his politics ? 

Ansiver. I cannot answer that question. Ho has a sister about seventy years old who 
lives with Jiim. She is an old maid, and he is an old bachelor. 
Question. Are they persons of character f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; Finch is a man of as good character as any man in Chatham County. 
So is William G. Harris. I do nbt think that Mr. Finch or Mr. Harris, since the sur- 
render, has interfered in politics at all. I do not think that William G. Harris has 
even voted. He is a man who was wealthy. He now drives his wagon and attends 
to his own business. I suppose he is about sixty years of age. I am sixty-three. 

Question. Do you know whether ]Mr. Dicken's wife was made to go along when that 
school-house was burned ? 

Ansiver. I do not know. All I k|iow is what Mr. Dicken told me in the presence of 
Mr. Judd. Afterward Mr. Dicken said he did not burn it ; that the men made him 
carry the fire, but ho got along so slowly that the fellow who was with him burned it. 

Question. Did he say anything about the men compelling his wife to go and get brush 
and pile it upf 

Ansicei'. I thiuk he did. 

Question. What did he say about that? 

Answer. I think he said something about his wife being there, and getting brush, 
and then going to the house to bum it. 

Question. Were he and his wife in their night clothes? 
Ansiver. I do not know ; he did not tell me. 
iiestion. Did Dicken inform upon these men ? 

nsiver. No, sir. I left out just there a little link in the story. What brought about 
this difficulty was this: There were two negroes belonging to old man Henderson 
Judd, that lived close by. They went to Ealeigh and reported Dicken and the whole 
concern. The men whipped these two negroes, and they went down and reported. 
Question. Did they whip the negroes the same night they burned the school-house? 
Ajiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do to Judd ? 

Ansivei'. Not anything that night. When they reported these men they went down 
and gave security. Mr. Hester went to old man Judd to get a horse to go round and 
notify these men. 

Question. Hester was the dejiuty marshal ? 

Anstvei\ Ye&, sir. He went and got Judd's horse and rode around to tell these people 
to go to Raleigh. They all went to Raleigh ; they went of their o^vn accord. 
Question. Hester borrowed a horse from Judd ? 

Aimver. He borrowed a horse to go and serve notice on these men to go to Raleigh ; 
and they went to Raleigh. 

Question. What was the date of that ? 

Ansivei'. I do not know tho date. ^ 
• Question. Itow long ago ? 
Avstva: Mr. Hester can tell you ; I cannot tell. 
Question. Was it within the last six months ? 

Answer. It was some time last fall, I think, or this spring; I will not say which. I 
do not know but that it was this spring. Mr. Hester went to Raleigh with these men, 
and they were bound over in a bond, I think, of §300. They all came back. When 
they came back somebody made another raid upon old man Henderson Judd. 

Question. The one who loaned Mr. Hester the horse? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They went to a man by the name of Warmock. They took War- 
mock along with them to Judd's. 
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Question. Were tbey in disfjiiise? 

Ansxcer, I do not know ; I think they were. They took Jadd, and an old man by the 
name of Hanks ; and I think they took Judd's horse. 
Question, The one he loaned to Hester? 

'Answer, les, sir. They carried these men through the country. They whipped 
three negroes ; and when they were done they said to old man Judd, "You generally 
tote a big pocket-hook; haul it out and give us your notes." 'J'hey got $10, I believe. 
He had 75 cents with him belonging to a little boy that was living with him ; and he 
hated to give ut) the boy's money. This is old man Judd's talc. 

Question, Is he a white man ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. A man of respectability t 

Answer, Well, sir, he has been a very wealthy man^; but he has always slept with 
one of his negro women, and got children by her, and is looked upon as rather a low 
character. 

Question, That was before the war ? §> 
Anstcer, Yes, sir, and since. 

Question. Were those negroes who were whipped there that night the same negroes 
who had gone down and made complaint ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think they were. Old ;Mr. Hanks is a poor old man. He is this 
kind of a man : He would come and build you a right good house ; and if you gavo 
him a little money to get drunk on, he would stay with you perhaps a year or two. 
That is the way he lives. I have known him perhaps twenty years. 

Question, Is he a white man ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; 

Question, Would he do any harm to any one ? 

Anmei\ No, sir, not in any form. The worst harm he would do is to himself. 
Question. Why, then, did they take Mr. Hanks f 

Ansu'er. I do not know that they took him; but Mr. Judd says that they took him ; 
and in three or four nights the old man Hanks died. 

Question, Was it supposed his death was caused his exposure and treatment on 
that night ? 

Answer, I do not know that. There was an old negro woman there who died on the 
same night as Hanks. They came near searing old man Judd to death. They did 
nothing to this negro woman ; but they carried Hanks and Judd around. 

Question, The old negro woman and Hanks died the same night ? 

Answei; Both died the same night three or four nights afterward. I do not say that 
carrying them around l^led them. They did not touch the old woman. I suppose 
they both happened to dfb that night. They were both very old. 

Question, Was it supposed the woman died from being frightened ? 

Answer. No, sir; I reckon not. I reckon she died from old age. It is likely Hanks 
did too. 

Question. Did they tell ISIr. Judd why they took him and treated them in that way ? 
Answer. No, sir; he said they did not tell him anything ; they only took his money. 
Question, Did they not tell him it was because he had loaned a horse to the marshal ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did Judd see them whip those negroes ? 

Ansicer. 1 do not know ; he did not say. Common rumor says they were whipi)ed, 
and that is all I can tell you. 

Question. Did you ever give Mr. Hester any aid as United States marshal when he 
was up in your vicinity in the discharge of his duty ? 

Answei'. I have. \ 

Question. What sort of aid did you give him ? 

Answer, The first time I met Mr. Hester I saw that gentleman standing in my gate 
with two or three of my neighbors. My dogs were very bad. I keep them so that no 
man can get in. I have three very severe dogs. I keep them for this purpose : if any 
man comes to molest me at night my dogs are certain to wake me. This man Hester 
was standing at my gate with two of my neighbors. I did not know Hester. Said he, 
" I want to hire a horse." I had been over to the depot, and he had come from the 
depot. " Well," said I, ^^I never talk to a man in my house without knowing his name. 
What is your name?" He was a fine-looking man. He said, "My name is Hester." 

Well, sir," said I, "I want to know where you are going and all about it. It is rather 
dangerous to hire horses in our country." He said, " My name is Hester; I am a deputy 
marshal of the United States. I want a horse to go and subpoena Aleck Ramsey." I 
had but one animal left; the balance were plowing. He got that horse — a little "horse 
of mine that I rode. He started off for Pittsboroagh, saying he would be back the 
Hext day. The next morning I got up an hour before dayj went to the lot, looked into 
the stable, and found my horse there. Thinks I, " This is strange. How is this? Hero 
is the horse in ray stable." I looked around and did not see anything ; but I supposed 
there was something wrong. I waited awhile, and about light, or a little afterward, I 
received a note in this form : 
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"Captain E. Bryan: 

" Sir : Not beiug able to procure a team to go after a shot man, I demand one of you 
in the name of the United States of America, for which I will pay you the usual price. 

" HESTER." 

Thinks I, " This is a very queer way." I did not understand it. A boy brought the 
note. I sat awhile. I ti^iought, If I don't let my wagon and team go, I shall be 
dragged to Raleigh." As soon as the '^shot man" was mentioned, I knew it was this 
man Clark whom Harris had shot that they wanted to go after. He had been shot, I 
think, some two or three days before. Thinks I, The poor fellow is shot ; I have a 
very good Jersey Avagou, and I will let him have an easy ride from his home to the 
depot." So I had my team geared up, and the boy drove off. Hester paid me. He 
carried Clark to Raleigh. When Hester left my house, lie slipped around and got Tom 
Blacknell to go with him and pilot him in catching those men who are in Raleigh. 
Hester, instead of going after Ramsey, as he said, went and caught these men — Clark, 
Bnrgess, and the three Knights, and Peudergrast — and carried them to Raleigh. 
* Question, Clark was the man who was shot ? 

Ansu'cr. Yes, sir. 

Question. He was unable to travel ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. But who shot him, I do not know. I do not say that Harris shot 
him or any other man. Clark says the Ku-Klux shot him. 

Question. You say your horses were plowing ? ^ 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then it must have been in thd spring? 

Ansicer. I think it was last spring. No, sir, I think it was in the winter. My horses 
were not plowing then. It was in the winter. The last time they came to get my 
horses to go after these men they were plowing. I mean not Mr. Hester, but Mr. 
Miller. 

Question, Is Miller a United States deputy marshal ? 
Arfsicer. Yes, sir. 

' Question. He got the horses afterward ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; two weeks ago. 

Question. These officers paid you for the use of your horses ? 
A7mvei\ Yes, sir ; certainly they did. 

Question. What happened to you after you had given this aid to the United States 
officers ? 

Ansit-er. After doing aU this, my barn was burned. I do not know who burned it. 3 
do not lay it to these men ; I cannot do that. I never saw any disguised men. 
Question, How long afterward was your barn burned? 

Ansicer, I think a week or two afterward — soon after Mr. Hester came to my house. 
In fact, he never was in my house but once in my life. He came once to get a batteau ; 
he was going to Judd's to catch these fellows that were dej^redating ; I didn't know 
where he was going. He went in my batteau away down the river. I think he took 
with him some four fellows with muskets. They went around where the school-house 
was burned, as I heard afterward from some of the black men. They took my batteau 
and waylaid there some five or six days, but discovered nothing. I got my batteau 
back again. 

Question, Was that before your bam was burned ? 

Ansicer. My barn was bnmed next week after that. But I do not think that any 
man except the four colored men who went with him knew that he ever had my bat- 
teau. I never mentioned it to anybody. 

Question, What other house of yours was burned? 

Answer. The toll-house was burned. 

Question, About the same time ? 

Answer, No, sir ; that was a long time before. I think that that was burned acci- 
dentally like the academy in Hay ward. I think the railroad hands probably did it 
accidentally. The other house burned was a farm-house on the other side of the river. 
The bam w^as about one hundred yards from my dwelling. 

Question. When was the house on the other side of the river burned? 

An8we7\ Twelve or eighteen months ago. The other was burned just before my 
bridge was washed away. 

Question. Did the burning of that house across the river happen about the time you 
were building those churches for the negroes ? 

A^mcer, Well, I cannot'say when it was. I think it was just a malicious act. I had 
purchased a piece of land unbeknown to anybody at $5 an acre. It belonged to some 
heirs in Georgia. There were other people that wanted it. There was an old house on 
it of little value — ^not worth I suppose $50. Some colored people had been living in it ; 
they had moved to Hickory Mountain. They left their things there. . Somebody went 
and burned it all up. The colored people lost more than I did. They had more things 
in the house than I had. I did not think that the burning of either of the hoifces that 
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-were biirnecl, nor the burning of the female academy in Hayward, had anything to do 
■with any nolitical affair at all. That is my opinion. I think it was just for my unpop- 
nlarity, ii anything j probably it was done by some neighbor who owed me a grudge. 

Quesiion. Have you heard that there is a state of terror and intimidation among any 
class of people in Chatham County in consequence of these operations ? 

Ansiver. I have. There has been a good deal said backward and forward. I have 
never been to but one election j that was last summer. Mr. Clay was one of the in- 
spectors ; he was iHbrmer partner of ours. I rode up to vote. I talked to several 
gentlemen, saying that I had not come to vote for any political object, but for honest 
men who, I hoped, would do us justice. I went up and stood about three hours. I 
never saw an election conducted better. The blacks were electioneering, and so were 
the other party. As every black mau came up," they would register his name and he 
would vote as he wished. Several black men came to me and I said, *'Boy8, go uj) and 
vote just as you want to." There seemed to be no trouble. The election was carried 
on as fairly, I thought, as it could be. One of the inspectors was a democrat, and one 
of the poll-holders was the same. They generally try to divide those officers politically. 
I stood and looked on several hours, and then w^ent home. 

QuestiQu. It is the old custom to divide inspectors equally between the two parties ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw nothing wrong, and never heard the first case of an effort 
being made to keej) black men from the j)olls. 

Question. I was not speaking so much in regard to voting as in reference to the con- 
dition of the people. 

Ansiver, The condition of our country has been very bad ; but I am in hopes that 
since this affair of the shooting of Harris those men have disbanded, if there ever was 
such an organization. I do not know that there was. But I think there is a better 
feeling among the people right around there, and I think there is going to be better 
times. There have been bad times. 

Question. Since the shooting of Harris and the arrest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. You see the negroes WQuld come to me. It has rendered me -very 
unpopular. I like to protect my old servants. When an old servant has been kind to 
me I cannot help feeling for him to save my life ; and if he wants anything, I will aid 
him. I have gone on in that way. I have never mixed with them at all. 

Question. Do you know anything about men sleeping in the woods, for fear of staying 
in their houses ? 

Ansiver. Well, I have heard something of that. I suppose you allude to this Buchanan 
case? 

Question. No, not particularly. 

Answer. As a general thing, whenever any of these outrages take place, there is 
mighty apt to be a cause. I have never yet seen one committed where there has not 
been some cause, except this case of Harris's. 

Question. You mean some cause alleged ? 

Answer. Some cause for the act. I know that there were three or four families that 
they were very rigid against ; and they fixed their doors as Harris fixed his. If Har- 
ris's door had not been fixed, they would have got him that night and assassinated 
him. I know that some of them have fixed their doors in that way. They say they do 
not rest well ; that they are afraid. I tell them not to be afraid, that they are at home, 
and they have a right to protect their own property. 

Question. Some of them will teU you that they are afraid, and cannot sleep ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I never heard of anybody lying out, except what I heard from 
the Gilmore crowd. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. The Howie case ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Have the State courts or county authorities ever punished any of these men 
who have been going about in disguise committing these outrages ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they have a good many up, I think, about one thing or another of 
that kind. They have tried in some way to do it ; but I think that mostly the cases 
have been sect before the court. 

Quesiion. The United States court ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the superior court, before Judge Togee. 

Question. Do you know of any white nfan that has been arrested and indicted in your 
county for committing these outrages ? 

Answer. No ; not in our court, except in the case of this burning. It was carried 
before Judge Togee, and he sentenced the parties to two years in the penitentiary 
The other two appealed. 

Question. You have reference to the indictment against two negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, ^ir j I do not know of any other proceeding in our county. Complaints 
are carried before Colonel Shaffer, who bmds the parties over for their appearance at 
the United States court. 
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Qne^tion. Is Colonel Shaffer tbe United States commissioner? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he has charge of the whole concern. 

Quesiion. You know that two or three colored men were taken up, tried, convicted, 
and sentenced to the penitentiary for burning a house? 
Aimccr. Yes, sir; they acknowledged the fact. 

Question. Outside of that case, have you known any case in which these men com- 
monly called Ku-Klux, going around in disguise and committing outrages, have been 
arraigned in your State courts and punished ? 

Answer. No, sir; I have not. This thing you call Ku-Klux I know nothing about; 
I never saw one, but I find it has run all through, I believe, almost anybody. I think 
if anything it is a general thing. One does one way one night, and the next night the 
other will do the other way ; and thus they have it. That is the general way through 
the country. For instance, if I and another man go out to-night and do something 
wrong, it may be the next night other men of both politics get together and do some- 
thing wrong. There are about half and half of each. I can sit down and give you 
mighty nigh every man that has been caught in the Buchanan case, the Gilmore case, 
the Harris case, and the Judd case; and you will find them about equally divided, 
except it is in the Buchanan case. That is out on the edge of Moore County, and 
most of them are democrats ; but you will find the others about half and half. What 
they do it for I do not know. 

Quesiion. You ^eak of those arrested? 

Ansice7\ I am speaking of the crowd. There are six in the Harris case. 
QueMion. Is there any republican among them ? 

Answer. Two republicans. One was captain and general superintendent of a league — 
that is Barney Burgess. 

Question. What were his politics in the election last summer? 

Answer. 1 cannot say. Clark is the other republican. I think the three Knights and 
Pendergrast were democrats. I only judge from the manner iri which they live. 

Question. Do you know what Clark's politics were last summer ? 

Answer. No ; I do not know. I have not seen Clark since. He and Burgess came 
from New Hope, and put up a little grog-shop four or five miles from me. 

Question. Do you know whether Clark and the other man you speak of as having 
been republicans, changed their politics last summer ? 

Answer. I should not be at all surprised; but I cannot say. 

Quesiion. Now, take the Buchanan case and state the politics of the parties. 

Answer. One of them is a boy about nineteen years old. His father, whose name is 
Clark, lives four or five miles from me. I know that he belongs to the league party. 
Mitchell and Cavendish are young men who came from I do not know where but the 
report is that they are very bad young men. Dave McKeever, I think, was a democrat.* 
I felt very sorry for Mr. Clark, the father of this boy Clark ; and Mr. Pace and myself 
became security for him, that he might go home and work for his father. The boy ap- 
peared at the last court, but went back. That- is the only case in which I have stood 
as security. 

Question. You stated that there was another republican besides Clark in the Harris 
case ; what was his name — the man who had his eye shot ? 
Ansiver. That was Barney Burgess. 
Question. Did you say he was a republican ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; I think he was. I only give you what I believe to be common ru- 
mor. I have no personal knowledge as to Barney Burgess. I think Barney Burgess 
was a republican. 

Question, You have no knowledge of any others being republicans ? 

Answer. No, sir; I did not say that Mr. Clark's son was a republican; but his father 
was. The boy is an eighteen -year-old lad. I do not know his given name, although 
I stood his security. 

Quesiion. Is he the man who was shot ? 

Answer. No, sir ; this man is connected with the Gilmore case. There are two Clarks, 
but they are no kin at all. 

Question. You think he was a republican ? 

Anstcer. His father was. He himself is a boy not entitled to vote. His father is a 
very poor man. 

Quesiion. Do you know any other republican implicated in any of these matters ? 

Ansicer. As to the Judd crowd, I am not able to say. Neither am I able to speak as 
to the Jonesborough, crowd of ten or twelve. Politics is a thing I never notice, and I 
should not have noticed it in this case, but I was told by several that Barney Burgess 
was a republican. 

Question. Have you ever heard of a democrat being^ taken from his house by these 
disguised men and whipped ? 

Ansicer. I do not know that I have. I do not know what Mr. Buchanan's politics 
are. He used to work for me when a boy. He is about fifty years old, I reckon. I do 
not know what Campbell's politics ar6, but Buchanan used to be a democrat. What 
6 N 0 
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he is now I do not know. I had not seen him for eight or ten years till I saw him the 
other day at Raleigh. 

Question. What is the politics of the county officers of your county ? 

Answer, The clerk of the superior court is a republican. For my life I can hardly 
recollect the politics of different men. I have had nothing to do with politics for so 
long. The clerk is a strong republican. • 

Question. Is there any other repubUcan officer in the county ? 

Answer. I think not. I think that last year they were all beaten except him. The 
year before last the officers were all republicans ; but at the last election they were all 
beaten and another set put in. 

Question. Then since last August all the officers in that county have been democrats 1 
. Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think so. The township magistrates in my township are two 
democrats and one republican. Mr. Moffit is a republican. He was elected with the 
democrats, but is a republican. 

Question. Was he run on the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he ran with the democrats and was elected. 

Question. He was not on the republican ticket ? 

Ansiver. I do not know j I believe he was on both ; I will not be positive ; I think I 
understood so. I had nothing to do with the election. 

Question. Have there been any charges of corruption or malpractice in office against 
any of the county officers ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. How long is it since there were atiy leagues in Chatham County ? 
Answer. Well, I cannot tell. They used to meet at the academy. There were some 
forty or fifty whites and a good many colored. 
Question. How long ago ? 
Answer. It has been a year or so ago. 

Question. Have there been any meetings of leagues since 1868? 
Answer. I think there have. 

Question. Have you heard of any leagues within the last twelve or eighteen months ? 
Answer. No, sir, I have not. 

Question. Is it not generally understood that the leagues have been entirely broken up ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think they have quit. 

Question. They have ceased and disbanded ? 
, Ansiver. Yes, sir. Perhaps it is necessary to state that the white people in my county, 
league or no league, will not vote for a colored man. 

Question. White men will not vote for colored people ? 

Ansiver. I do not think they will. I give you nothing but observation. They ran 
Jim Harris, a colored mSn. Xhe vote for Governor Holden, when he ran the year pre- 
vious, stood, I think, 7.50 majority for the republicans. The next year the majority 
stood 15 the other way.. 

Question. The politics of the county was changed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; changed, I thiuk, entirely on the ground of running Harris. 
Question. On account of running a colored man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The white people will not vote for a colored man even for school 
commissioner. 

Question. At the time of Governor Holden's election, when 700 majority was given, 
were there not some colored men on the ticket ? 

Answer. Not one. Harris is the first colored man who ever ran on the ticket there, 
except for school committee and magistrate. When the last election was coming on, 
I saw how it was going. I was laughing with Smith, the president of the North Caro- 
lina road, and remarked to him, " If you don't take Harris's name off the ticket, you 
will be , beaten worse than ever yon saw. The white 'people won't stand it. Mark 
what I say." He laughed at me ; but it turned out so. In our county we have, I 
think, about one-third more white voters than there are colored. This statement is 
only guess-work, for I don't know how many voters there are in the county. 

• By Mr. Blair: 
Question. State the politics of Henderson Judd. 

Answer. I think he was formerly a democrat, but I think he is now a republican. 
Question. You spoke of the burning of a school-house and the burning of Mimms's 
barn? 

Answer. -They ought, I think, to be connected, to show , the cause of these difficul- 
ties. They commenced burning buildings in Wake County, about twenty miles from 
me. They came along, burning all along. I think there were some six or seven barns 
burned. I think the parties have all been tried. When they came to Mimms's barn, 
which is about six miles below me, on the northern or eastern side of Cape Fear River, 
whichever you choose to call it, Mimms went out to put out his barn, and he was shot 
at. Four or five of those who did that were caught and put in jail. Mr. Mimms him- 
self came to me and asked me to go security for one of the boys arrested. He said, I 
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do Dot think he is giiilty, and do not think he onght to be imprisoned, although my 
barn is burned. I wish you would go the boy's security." Said'I, " Mr. :Mimms, yon ^ 
must do it yourself." He replied, ^' None of us can swear to be worth $1,500 ; and if 
you do not go the boy's bail, he will be bounced into prison." I, however, declined to 
go the boy's security. 

Question. These persons who were arrested for burning Mimms's barn were negToe^? 

Answer. Y^s, sir, they were negroes. They then had what they called a meeting 
upon the subject of burning this school-house. 

Question. The negroes had ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and they supposed that Bicken was with them. They were hold- 
ing a nieeting to go and burn this building. It was a little while after the burning of 
Mimms's barn. The boys made an acknowledgment of the whole thing. The two 
who took an appeal said that they were not there, but they said that they advised it. 
So their counsel told me ; and he appealed to the supreme court on that ground. 

Question. This was an organization for the purpose of burning barns ? 

Ansiver. That is what I understood. 

Question. And what they admitted ? • ^ • 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think they admitted it. 
Question. Was this man Diekeu a white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. It was after these barns were burned that this church or school-house was 
burned, when Dicken took part ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, directly after Mimms's barn was burned. 

Question. Was this the same school-house where they held the meeting which 'Dicken 
attended to keep up the organization for barn-burning ? 

Answer. That was it exactly. They crossed Cape Fear River, and went on the other 
side. 

Question. And then some fellows burned that school-house, and took Dicken along ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; tlje disguised men, I think ; they took Dicken along. 

Question. And Dicken never told on them till they were all arrested, he with them, 
and then he turned State's evidence ? 

Ansiver. Directly after they burned the barn they pursued and caught two of Judd's 
negro's and whipped them. The negroes went to Colonel Shaffer and reported them. 
When they reported the matter, the cat leaked out in reference to burning the barn. 
They all ran Irom the school-house when they heard parties coming ; and then they 
came to Dickey and made him go and burn it down. 

Question. They burned it the same night the meeting was held ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; so I understood. 

Question. A meeting was being held for the purpose of keeping up the organization 
to keep on burning barns ? 

Anmver. Yes, sir ; I thibk the colored people admitted that. ' I think there were 
about twenty or thirty. A good many of them were tried.. They removed the trial to 
Franklin. Some of them were convicted. 

Question. And the fellows who caught them holding that meeting for the purpose of 
keeping on barn-burning caught Dicken and took him back and made him burn the 
house in which they had held the meeting ? 

Answer. That is the report. 

Question, Then after these men got whipped they told that Dicken was along with 
them? 

Ansiver. They said that Dicken burned it. Then Dicken came out and told how it 
was ; that they made him burn the school-house or church, whichever you call it. It 
was a mixed up affair from all I hear. What I know is hearsay. 

Question. As to this and" the other burnings you think there was no organization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not, honestly. 

Question. When Harris was shot were persons of both parties mixed up in it ? 
Answer. I think four of them were democrats and two belonged to the republicans ; 
that is, they did belong to the republicans, but whether they do now or not I cannot 

say- . 

Question. Two out of the six were men who had been in the league? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one of them, Barney Burgess, was, as Harris will tell you, one of 
the leaders of the league party. I knew a good deal about the league party. They 
used to come to me and talk to me about it. They had a meeting place in Hay ward. 
I never knew them to be dislurbed. They had another place right by where Harris 
lived, and also at another place. The white men would meet; I do not know what 
they did. I would frequently meet the head-men of the thing, and we would talk and 
laugh about it. They would come to my house ; they were my friends and neighbors. 
I thought that if they chose to go on they might do so. I never had anything to do 
with it. 

Question. You have spoken of this Howie case. What kind of a fellow is Howie ? 
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Ansicer, I do not like to say much about bim. Mr. Howlp came to my house about 
eleven months ago. I looked upon hini as a gentleman. He said he wanted to stay 
with me for three or four days. I let him stay. After staying three or four days he 
paid me up like a gentleman. 

Question, What do people generally say about him ? What is his general character? 

Answer, They generally speak very badly about him. 

Question, That is his general character in the neighborhood ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Mr. Howie has always acted very gentlemanly with me ; but his 
general character through the country is very bad. I am bound to say that. One of 
the engineers came to me and told me not to trust him ; that he never paid up, and 
that he was a man of no truth. 

Question, His character for truthfulness is bad ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir ;. that is what was stated to me. I liked Mr. Howie myself. He 
always treated me very gentlemanly. He is a citizen of Richmond now. He left our 
neighborhood about the latter part of April, and went to Richmond about the time 
the Buchanan case came up. 

Question, In the Buchanaij case, were both men and women whipped I 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What kind of a house was that kept down there? What was the general 
character of the house and the people who lived there ? 

Answer, She is an old woman who married and had a good many children. About 
fifteen years ago she bad a black child. About three or four years ago she was very 
poor. She came to me and I gave her a pair of cart-wheels to work her oxen. They 
did say, (I do not know it to be so,) that she drove off her husband — a weak, pitiful 
kind of a fellow. She put up a kind of a distillery, making about a gallon of whisky 
at a time. Her visitors are mostly colored men. 

Question, Her house was frequented mostly by colored men ? 

Atmver. Yes, sir. 

Question, She drove her husband off? ^ 
Ansivei', Yes, sir. 

Question. She was a woman of very bad character ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What was the character of the girls she had about her ? 
Answer, I reckon they were about the same. 

Question. Do you think it made much difference whether white or black men came 
about there? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Are not those women generally considered as strumpets? 

• Ansiver. Yes, sir, certainly. 

Question, The house is a house of ill fame and a drinking house, frequented mostly 
by colored yjeople ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir, that is what the neighbors say. Her neighbors are generally what 
we call "one-horse plowers" — honest, straight-forward citizens. She is right in the 
center of them. 

Question Is there not a good deal of complaint of pilfering and of things going to 
her house, from the neighbors all around ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, a good deal. 

• Question. Do you think her politics had anything to do with her being whipped or 
interfered with ? 

Ansive}\ No, sir. 

Question, Is it not one of those houses where there is drinking, whoring, and such 
things as get up disturbance in your country ? 

Answer, As you call me out on that point, there is one circumstance I will mention. 
There was a woman named Godfrey who went to live with this woman. I saw her in 
Raleigh the other day, in a wagon with Mr. Howie. She had a little daughter about 
fifteen or sixteen years old, I suppose. She hired her out to a man named Dave 
Wicker. I am told that she is a very nice little girl. Her mother went after her to go 
there. 

Question, To take her to this old strumpet's house ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. The little girl refused to go and told her she could not ; that she 
had hired herself to this man, Wicker, for a year. Wicker refused to give her up. The 
mother of this girl, who is a poor woman, lives about two or three miles from the house. 
I think it all grew out of that. 

Question, Out of this woman wanting to take that child to the old strumpet's house, 
and the man refusing to give her up ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, That was certainly no place to take a young girl to ? . 
Ansiver, No, sir, it was not. 

Question, The character of that house was notorious all around that neighborhood ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; the neighbors all said so. I have been to the house repeatedly 
when passiug. 
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Questim* You saw her at Raleigh the other day? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qimtion. What did Howie bring her there for; what were they doing together? 
4.nsic€r, Do you want to know all about it f 
Question, Yes, we do. 

Anstver, Mr. Howlo came to my house and said he and Mr. Hull were going back, 
that they could not be protected. Said I, "Mr. Howie, you and Mr. Hull come to my 
house." Mr. Howie owed mo about $34. He let Mr. Bamum have his contract. Mr. 
Barnum was to pay his debts, and if anything was left he was to pay me. They went 
to the chief engineer of the company, and he turned the contract over to Mr. Barnum. 
Mr. Howie went on to Raleigh. He left my house, I suppose, about dark, and it was 
raining. I said to him, " I would not go if I were you ; I will protect you ; nobody 
will trouble you." Barnum said,. Come with me to Locksville and I will jirotect you." 
Howie said, "No, my life is in danger." So he put out. Mr. Howie went to Raleigh ; 
and the next day he came out with ten soldiers, and caught those men whose names I 
have given you. I saw the men in the wagon with him^ except one. He had Clark 
and Mitchell with him ; I forget the name of the other. He had those three in the 
wagon with him, and a boy. He took them down to Raleigh under arms. He had 
taken with him a captain and lieutenant and ten soldiers, with muskets. He had also 
with him " Old Sal," two girls, and this Godfrey woman. They earned them down to 
Colonel Shaffer, who put them in jail. When he put them in jail, I stood security for 
young Clark; the others were in jail when I left. Those two are bad boys. One of 
them, I think, married the daughter of this man Dave Wicker, with whom the girl I 
spoke of is living, I think his name is MitchelL All I know of it is that I saw these 
parties in Raleigh. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Qjiesiion, Did you say that the night the school-house was burned parties were caught 
holding a meeting in there ? 

Amtcei\ That was the report ; I know nothing about it myself. There was a report 
to that effect, that they went there for that purpose. 

Question, They caught them there the same night they burned the house ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; they caught two that night and whipped them. 

Question, Did they catch them holding a meeting in the school-house for the purpose 
of burning on the same night that they burned the school-house ? 

Answei', That is what I understood from the neighbors. When they approached, those 
who had been in the school-house ran off. 

Question. When you spoke of Howie having a Tjad character, you said the engineer 
told you so ? 

Answer, I think he did. If he did not tell me, he told my son not to trust him. 

Question. You speak on this point from what the engineer said ? 

Answer, My son superintends my whole business. He came to me and said, " Father, 
the engineer says you had better not have anything to do with Mr. Howie." 

Question. That is how you get your idea about Howie having a bad character ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; I got it generally in the neighborhood. Toward me he^always acted 
as a gentleman. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. But the whole_neighborhood generally speaks badly of him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did this bam-buming of which you spoke take place ; you said four 
or five barns were burned ? 

Anstcer, If my recollection is right, they commenced with the barn of a man on 
Swift Creek, about twelve miles from Raleigh, and came clear across, sort of below the 
railroad. 

Question, How long ago did it occur f 
' Answer. I think twelve or eighteen months ago. 

Question. Has there been any barn burned there within that time excejit yours ? 

Answer. I do not think there has. The last bam burned was Mimms's ; and I cannot 
tell when that was. 

Question. Has it been £^s long ago as eighteen months ? 

Anstve?'. I cannot answer that question, because I cannot recollect dates or names. 

Question. Has there been any barn burned in Chatham County within the last two 
years, except yours, so far as you know ? 

Anstcer, I think Mimms's barn was burned less than two years ago. Mine and 
Miinms's are all I know of that ever were burned in Chatham County. I do not reckon 
the county is more than a mile or two wide where Mimms lives. The county runs 
down in a peak there. I want to say that I have stated nothing here but what is hear- 
say ; I know nothing on my own knowledge. 
By Mr. Cobuun : 

Question. What did you say when these horses and this wagon were demanded of 
you ? 
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Answer. I just sent them. 

Question, Did you not say to somebody, "You have ruined me 

Ansiver. I think I did. 

Question. To whom did you say that ? 

Answer. I think it was to Mr. Hester, when he paid me. Said I, Mr. Hester, I do 
not like this business, because I shall suffer for these things ; and I am ruined.'^ I did 
say it. 

Question. That was at what time ? 

Aiiswc7\ It was when Hester went after Clark. 

Question. Did he get your horses and w^igou then ? 

Answer. Certauily he did, and went after Clark, and carried him to the depot. 
Question. What made you say that ? 

Answer. I thought this w^ay, that the country was in such a condition that I had 
enemies, and those enemies might take redress upon mc. That is exactly why I said 
iti I stood aloof from both parties. I want that distinctly understood. 

Question. You had serious apprehensions of danger, because you allowed your horses 
and wagon to be taken, to be used in arresting this man who had been engaged in this 
Ku-Klnx operation ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did you understand at that time that Clark had been engaged in the Ku- 
Klnxing business I 

Answer. O, yes ; I heard it the next day when I heiu:"d that Clark was shot. 
Question. What did Mr. Hester say that he wanted to do with your horses and wa- 
gon ? 

Anmcn\ To go after a shot man. 
Question, Anything more than that ? 

Ansirer'. I did not see Hester, The boy brought me the order or demand from Hester 
in the form I have already stated. 

Question. You say that you keep a double-barreled gun and revolver loaded, and per- 
mit no man at night to come into your house ? 

Anm-eri I do not if he is disguised. I let any respectable man come into my house ; 
but if a man is disguised he cannot come in. 

Question. You would not allow any disguised man to come iJito your house ? 

Answer. Not on this earth ; for I am opposed to any such thing. 

Question. Wiiy would you not allow a man of that kind to como m ! 

Ansiver. Because I think he would only be harmed ,* I would shoot him. 

Question. Do you keep on the watch ? 

Answer. 1 have done so a good deal. I do not sleep much. In the beginning of the 
war I had a good deal of proi)erty stolen from me. Horses were stolen all around me. 
I rtever lost any of mine. But I had to watch my lot and other things. I generally 
get up at one o'clock, and walk for the balance of the night. I have five grown sons, 
and they are generally knocking about the first part of the night. 

Question. Does the same feeling of uneasiness and sleeplessness prevail among your 
ne%hboi*s ; aro they apprehensive of danger ? 

Ansiver. I think that at that time it did among the colored people. My idea is that 
noNv it does not. 

Question. How long since their apprehensions of danger have ceased? 
Ansicer. I think about two or three months. I think there has been a change. 
Question. What did they apprehend; did they apprehend danger from thfe Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. From the Ku-Klux. It was *' Ku-Klux, Ku-Klux," all the time, and nothing 
but Ku-Klux." 

Question. Do you say that ? 

Answer. I say that these men thought so. 

Question. That was because of the feeling of apprehension prevailing ? 
Ansiver. It was because of the apprehension. If they tell the truth there is no doubt 
about that. 

QueMion. Have you kept your gun loaded, for fear of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I have kept it to shoot any disguised man that might come around my house, 
I do not care who he is. I have quit it now for, I think, the last four or five months. 
I do not know that I now have a double-barreled gun. I have lent it to one of my 
neighbors. I have nothing but a revolver, which lies upon my wife's bureau, at the 
head of my bed. 



Washington, D. C, July 1, 1871. 

ESSIC HARRIS (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pot^^d :) 

Question. Where do you live I 

Ansicei'. In Chatham County, North Carolina. 

Question, Do you live in a town or out of town ? 
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Ansrce}',, Out of town, about seven miles. 
Question. What is your business when at home ? 

Answer. Farming. ' . 

QucMion. How long have you lived at the place where you now live T 
Anstcer, I have been there only one year. 
Question, Where did you live before that ? 
Answer. I staid with a man named Leach. 
Question. How far from where you live now ? 

Answ(T. It may be three miles. I was not very far from Pittsborough then. 

Question. . Have you always lived in the same neighborhood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 was raised within four miles of there. 

Question. You have lived there all your life ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you a family ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A family of how many ! 
Anstcer. A wife and six children. 

Question. Do you and your family live in a house by yourselves ? 
Answe?'. Yes, sir. It is right close to the house of the old white man that I rent the 
» land of. 

Question. You rent some land from him and work it ? 
Answe)\ Yes^ sir. 

Question. State to the committee whether some men called upon you in disguise; 
tell the whole story about that. 

Answer. Well, sir, they came the first time about last Christmas — the Wednesday 
night before Christmas— to take my gun. 

Question. State what took place on that Wednesday night. 

Anstvei\ They came to the door and knocked. I was asleep when they came. My 
wife, when they commenced knocking at the door, said, " Essie, Essie, there's some- 
body at the door." I jumped out of bed. By the time I got out of bed they had 
knocked both my doors open. Jhey asked where my gun was. By the time I under- 
stood what they said, they had ray gun out of the rack. They asked me if I had ever 
seen the Ku-Klux. I told them " No, sir." They said : " Here they are ; we are the 
Ku-IOux. Did you ever see them before?" I said : " No, sir." They asked me where 
my shot and porsvder were. I told them up in my little bag. They took the shot and 
powder and walked right out, and never said anything more. 

Question. They took your gun ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And your powder and shot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. About what time in the night was this ? 

Answet\ I reckon it was somewhere near 11 o'clock. I had been asleep. I did not 
have any clock or Watch around. I had been working on the railroad, and was very 
tired when I laid down. 

Question. How many of these men were there f 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. How many did you see ? 

Answer. Some said they reckoned thete were about fifteen of them. They sort of 
seared me at first. Some of them had on some women's clothes. I was just awake, 
and they came right in and went right out. 

Question. Did they wear disguises ; had they something over their faces ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they seem to have over their faces? 

Answer. It looked like a sort of paper or sheep-skin ; it was a sort of black thing ; 
some had one thing and some another ; it was not all of one sort. 
Question. They were not all dressed alike? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know any of them ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not then. They did not stay there long. 
Question. Were they armed ? Did they have guns or pistols ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they had guns and pistols. 

Question. Do you know whether tjiey came on horseback ? ' 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think nearly all of them did. 
Question. How many came into your house ? 

Ansicer. I do not know how many. My house was nearly fuU of them, and a parcel 
were standing at the door besides. My house is about 18 feet by 20, and it has two 
beds in it. When they came in they nearly filled my house up. 

Question. Have you stated all that they said? 

Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. State all that was said, so far as you remember, that night. 
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Ansicer. I have told all that they said to me that, night. They came back again. 
My wife said that they said they were going to fetch the g-un back ; but I did not un- 
derstand them to say that. They went to another place about a quarter of a mile off, 
and took another fellow's gun ; he lived on the same land j and this was on that same 
night. 

Questian. Another colored man ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. They took his gun, and ate something there. Some of them played 
a fiddle and danced awhile. They took another man's gun after that. They took 
about four guns from that settlement that night. 

Question, From four different colored men ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did they all live pretty near you ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; the farthest one was about two miles, I reckon. 
Question, Is that all they did that night ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; pretty much all. They went over to another hill. Some of the 
girls said they ravished them. I do not know anything about it. They said they were 
ravished that night. 

Question. More than one ? 

Answer, Only one was ravished. 

Question. Who told you that ? 

Ansiver, She told me that. 

Question. Was she a married woman ? 

An»iver, No, sir; she is a single woman who stays right there. We all farm on the 
same place. 

Question, Did she live alone ? 

Anmei', No, sir ; she staid with her kinfolks ; some four or five women stay there, 
and only one man, except on Suudays. The brothers come there on Sundays; they 
consider that then- home on Sundays. The boy that stays there was raised by Mr. 
Finch ; his name is Jacob Finch. 

Question. There were three or four women in the same house ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but they called her out from the house, right around the comer. 

Question. Did you learn anything about that excej^t from her ? Did any of them 
know anything about it except her ? 

Answer, The rest of thei^ knew of the calling of her out. 

Question, But what was done after she went out, they did not know ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Did these men come to see you agiiin ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, When was that ? 

Answer, They came after Christmas. 

Question. How long after Christmas I 
' Anstver, I do not know exactly how long — a week or two; it may have been a little 
more than that. 

Question, State what took place then. 

Ansiver, I had been cutting new ground that day, working very hard ; and I was sitting 
by the fire ; I had not laid down, but was nodding. I could sleep sitting up as well as 
lying down, if I had been working hard. My wife woke me, and said, "Essie, you had 
better go to bed instead of Sitting here by the fire in the way." I went to bed. Stir- 
ring up the fire I had got sort of awake ; I was lying on the bed awake. After while 
she came and laid down. As she laid down she thought I was asleep. I liave got a 
dog^ that hardly ever barks at anybody ; but he has barked every time these men came ; 
he don't bark at anything else. He made about three barks. She said, " Essie, the 
Ku-Klux is coming." I never said anything, but hounced out of my bed, and went to 
the door. I took my bar down and looked to see what was the matter. They cried, 
" Hello I" I peeped out and saw that my yard was full of men. I jumped against my 
door and fastened it. I had a bucket of water sitting beside the door on the pavement. 
As soon as I shut the door I .took the bucket of water and threw it on the fire, and put 
it out. My gun was at the head of my bed. As soon as I put my fire out I went hack 
to the head of tho bed and got my gun. By the time I had got my gun, they had 
knocked my window open, I had to fall on my knees, then, to keep from being shot. 
My wife was lying in bed. After they got the window open they commenced firing in 
the window. Some of them said they were going to come in at the window and get 
me out. As soon as they came, or by the time I could shut my door, ;Mr. Ned Finch, 
the man I stay with, a white gentleman, came out among them. Said he, "Gentlemen, 
what do you all want ?" 

Question, He came from his house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard him ; I did not see him from my door. He said, " Gentlemen, 
what do you all want? What are you going to do? Let this nigger alone. He is a 
nigger that I have here to worfe my laud. He has a family, and is a hard-working 
nigger, and don't bother anybody. Please let him alone." He kept on talking and 
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oing around pleading, and begging them to let me alone. He went all round the 
ouse. * They were all round my h6use. After awhile they got sort of vexed, and ran 
him back into his own house, and told him that as soon as they got through with me 
they would fix him. He got very much scared then. He went back and he just stood 
in the door and looked at my house all the time that they were there. He was about 
to leave his own house; he was afraid they were going to rob him after they had 
killed me. Miss Sallie begged him not to leave the house. 
Qimiion, Who was she ? 

Ansxcer. She is his sister; they never married ; they are both single. He never left. 
They kept on knocking at my door, saying that they had killed me. It was half an 
hour before they knocked the door down, I reckon ; but as soon as they got the door 
down, so that they could shoot in, they commenced firing in the door, though they had 
been shooting in the window all the time. I don't reckon there was five minutes' time 
when they were not shooting. I was sitting very close by the window. I have two 
doors in my house; and if I sat in front of the door there was danger of my being shot. 
I sat very close to the window. When they put pistols in at the window I could see 
them and i>revent them from hitting me. They staid so long that the moon turned 
over; and that gave light in my house like the sun when it turns and comes in at the 
window when it is going down. 

Question. The moon had got around so that it shone in ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. I moved away from that place. When the moon began to give 
such an amount of light they commenced shooting right at me. Miss Sally kept walk- 
ing among them, and begged them not to bother me; that I was a hard-working man, 
and she did not know of anybody having anything against me. After they had run 
the old man back so that he could not talk any more, she came out among them and 
walked among them till they left. She was all the time begging them to let me alone. 
She thought I was dead, that my wife and all the children were dead. I thought at 
the same time they were all dead. They said that they had killed me. I was then 
shot almost to pieces. My wife has got six children. Two of them were gone to school. 
]1 only had four children in there of my own ; two of them were away at school. I had 
there with me a little boy, twelve or thirteen years old, my sister's son. I had him 
there to help me work. There were five children in the house. I never had time to 
see what they were all doing ; but they all got out of the way. I thought they were all 
dead. My wife had got between the bed-ticking and the mat ; my little children were in 
another bed ; they had got in a pile, right on top of one another, like a parcel of pigs. 

Question, Under the bed ? 

Ansivei\ In the bed. The shots were flying all over where they were. The men poked 
their guns so as to make the range of the balls as nigh all over the house as they could. 
One thing that prevented them from killing my wife and children was, I reckon, this : 
I had four bushels of corn in my house, and I pat them against the door, and also a 
little meal in a bag. When the door fell, it did not fall flat down. 

Question, The corn held it up ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. But they cut my bag all to pieces, and I lost a vast amount of 
corn. After they got the door down they cut the bag all to pieces; but the door did 
not fall flat. They shot the top of the door all to pieces. There are holes in my door 
that you can poke your finger in. When my door fell, the top was two or three feet 
from the floor ; the corn would not let it fall flat down. 

Question. It leaned over on the eornf 

Anstver. Yes, sir. They kept shooting and saying, " We have killed the old man, 
boys ; let us go in and fetch them out." , One would say to another, " Well, you go in." 
One would come around and say, " Yonder he is ; t see him ;" and then he would shoot. 
Another would say, " Boys, let us go in ; I have killed him ; I saw him fall ; he is dead." 
But they didn't any of them come into my house. These fellows, when they were get- 
ting my door down, got very hot; they were shooting all the time. One had said that 
I was dead. They came to my window and pulled off their caps. Some of them I 
knew, and some I would not know in the daytime if I was to see them. 

Question. Did you shoot back ? 

Ansiver. They were there, I reckon, an hour and a half. They said they had killed 
me. I felt it to be life and death anyhow. I thought my wife and children were all 
dead ; I did not expect anything else. The shot just rained like rain. I raised my gun 
once to shoot; when I raised it I saw Miss Sally, Mr. Finch's sister, come along; and 
I laid my gnu right down. I had my ax ; it was lying on my right hand ; my arm 
was shot so I could hardly use it ; I drew it to me ; and when Miss Sally passed I got 
jny ax to me after a while. It was mighty heavy and my arm was sore so that I could 
hardly use it. I took aim at Clark's head. 

Question. Where was he standing ? 

Answer. At my door. The door was partly down ; any two men could have come in 
. at the door side by side, at the same time. Clark was cutting at the door, and 1 raised 
I my gun to shoot his head. They always said in my country that a man could not kill 
la Ku-Klux; they said that they could not be hit; that if they were, the ball would 
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bounce back and kill you. I tliouglit tliougli that I would try it, and see if my gun 
^yonld bit one. It had no load in it to kill a man. I never loaded it to kill anything 
excejit squirrels, &c. It had only a common load with one or two big shot, such as I 
always put in. If I had put in a load to kill a man I could have killed him because I 
was very close to him. I shot this man, Joe Clark, and Mr. Burgess. 
Question. Were they both at the door together ? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir; Mr. Burgess says he was not with Mr. Clark, but somewhere else. 
Question. You tired ? « 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; when I fired I hallooed for a boy I had to give me hold of my five- 
shooter. They caught this shot fellow and carried him off round the ehinmey. I ex- 
pected they were goine: to come in. I never had any five-shooter. I had bought one, 
but had not fetched it home. I thought I would fetch it home after a while ; it had to be 
fixed a little. But I called for it as if I had it. They thought I did have it, I reckon. 

By Mr. Beck : 

' Question. You shot only one load, with a single-barreled gun ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, only one load. I was the last man who shot a gun at my house. 
They said they were going to set my house on fire ; that they did not intend to leave 
there till they had done it. I thought they were going to do it. I was just as certain 
they were as that I was in there. I had some shot. I have often heard people talk 
about a man being so scared that he could not shoot people; but they had been there 
so long my fear was over ; I had no fear at all by that time — not a bit. I went to my 
little wallet where I kept my shot and powder. The men were standing behind the 
chimney waiting for them to carry off this shot one, I reckon. He had time to get 
half a mile or a quarter of a mile before they left. Some eight or ten of them staid 
after the rest had started, saying they were going to set my house on fire. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. A part of them went off? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; carrying off the shot one. I loaded my gun again ; I put an un- 
common load in it — a dangerous load. I was expecting them to come back to the door, 
and, maybe, shoot me. While I was loading they could hear me cramming the wadding 
down. After I had got itj almost loaded I said, "Give me hold of my five-shooter.'^ 
They said, Boys, the old man is calling for his five-shooter, and loading his gun ; let 
us leave.'' Upon that they went off. 

Question. How long do you think it was from the time they came there till they left ; 
how long were .they about your house? 

Answer. I reckon about an hour and a half. Mr, Finch says he kept talking so that 
one went off; he saw one go. off'. 

Question. Early? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; he did not know who he was; but he kept talking to him till he 
went off. 

Question. Have you any idea of the number of men there were about your house that 
nighU 

Answer. I had only the window and the door to look through. 
Question. Can you judge at all how many there ^ere? 

Answer. Well, sir, from what was said by the old woman who walked through them, 
and from what I could see out of the window and door, there were a great many men 
there ; they were strung round my house all round. 

Question. Did all appear to have guns ? 

Answer. Pistols and guns together. 

Question. Have you any idea how many shots were fired into your house? 
Answer. Well, sir, I reckon there were nearly fifty guns. 
Question. Do you mean they fired fifty times in all? 

Ansiver. Fifty guns. They were there an hour and a half, and there was not five 
minutes when they were not shooting. 

Question. They kept shooting all the time? 
An8wei\ Yes, sir ; my house is shot all over. 
Question. Were you hit anywhere except in the arm ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I was hit in nine different places. 
Question. By nine different shots, you suppose ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there were three bullets — one through the thick part of my hip, 
lust above the knee ; one right through the muscle of the arm ; one cut through the 
hair, taking skin and all ; the balance were shot. I have got a shot now in my lett toe, 
which cannot be got out ; it is there among the joints, and it has to stay. 

Question, In the first xdace, these men begau to shoot in at the window? 

Answei'. They first knocked the window open. 

Question. Was there more than one window ? 

Answer. No, sir ; only one. 

Question. After breaking the door down did they shoot through the door ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; as soon as they got the door down they commenced shooting 
through the door, ranging their guns In my house. 
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Qvesfion. There was no light except what the moon gave? 

Answer, No, sir ; the moon shone so bright on that night, I think you could have seen 
to pick up a pin ; after they left, Miss Sally came out and said, Ann ! Ann ! " My wife 
said, *^ Ma\ain ?" (Miss Sally raised her from a little bit of a thing.) Miss Sally said, 
'^Anu, are the children dead ? " 

Question, This was after the men had gone ? 

A nswe)', Yes, sir ; my wife said she did not know whether they were or not, " Well," 
said Miss Sally, come out, the men are gone ; where is Essie ? My wife replied, " Here 
he is, in tiere?' Then Miss Sally said, "Essie, come out, they are coming back here 
again to-night." She said, Are you shot ? " I said, " Yes, all to pieces almost ; but I have 
shot somebody too." She said, " How do you know that ? " " Well," said I, ^' Miss Sally, I 
have been shooting a gun long enough to know when I hit anything." When I shot the 
man the fire blazed up in his face as clear as you ever saw a match blaze up. Then she 
said, " Come out." I looked around, and my children were not dead. She said, Come 
out, and carry all the children into our house, and let them stay there till day ; the 
men are coming back to burn the house." I thought they wqre coming back ; I told 
them all to go in the house ; I walked around all night ; I never slept a bit. 

Question. Did your wife and children go to Jklr. Finch's on that ni^t ? - 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; we were within twenty-five steps of his house ; and she told us to 
come into her house. 

Question. Was your wife or any of the children Tiit by the firing ? 

Answer, No, sir ; no one was hit but myself. Mr. Finch ^aid to me, " Essie, don't walk 
about to-night, because some of them may shoot you, and maybe kill you." 'Said I, " Mr. 
Finch, the moon shines bright, and I do not think they can get to me fairly." I walked 
about all that night ; I was guarding the place ; they said they were going to burn up 
everything on the plantation. There is a man that goes by the name of Henry White, 
that they call Mr. Finch's son, though he was never married; Mr. Finch went over and 
got Henry White to look at the damage that had been ^ohq to my house. 

Question. Did White live near there ? 

Anstvcr. He farmed in the^same neighborhood. 

Question. Was he a white 'man ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did "White come over? * 

Aimcer. Yes, sir ; he came over that night and I showed him how my door was fixed, 
how I shot, and how my shot ranged when I shot-. There were six or seven shot that 
hit the facing of the door. All the people who came there could not believe that I had 
shot anybody. But Mr. Finch saw the man fall back, and so did Miss Sally. Sampson 
Perkins saw the same. 

Question, t>id you know that man who stood at the door ? 

Ansicer. Oh, yes, sir ; it was Mr. Joe Clark. 

Question, Where does he live ? 

Answa-. He had a little tavern abour four miles from me — maybe a little more. 
Question. Is he a white man ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; he and Mr. Burgess had a sort of little tavern together. Their 
home is about sixteen or seventeen miles from my house. 
Question, Did you know any others of the company ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; Mr. Benton I^ight, Pies Peudergrast, Henry Knight, and Wesley 
Knight. 

Question. Where do they live ? 

Answer. J^ot very far — ^some four miles, some, two miles, and one about half a mile 
from me. We were all boys together. 

Question, All the men that you knew were white men ? 

Ansiver, Oh, yes, sir ; all but Sampson Perkins. They had caught him and brought 
him to my house. 

Question.^ He is a colored man ? 
An8tcei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did he live from you ? 
Answer, I reckon about half a mile. 

Question, They had b'een to his house before they came to yours, and they took him 
and brought him along with them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He did not belong to the gang? * 

Ansiver. Oh, no, sir; they took him and took his gun. Just before they got to the 
house he said, " Gentlemen, I thought that when you came back here again you were 
going to fetch my other gun back." 

Question, Was he one of the men whose guns they had taken on their first expe- 
dition? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And when they took him the last time they took his gun ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; they took two guns from him. 
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Question. They took one gun the first time ; did he have another gun ? 
Ansiver, He bought another afterward. 
Question, They took your gun the first time? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Where did you get the gun you had when they came the second time ? 
Answer. I bought it afterward. 

Question. After they came the first time, and before they came the last time, you 
bought another gun ? « 

Answer, Yes, sir. These men said to Perkins, "We don't know any thing about your 
gun. This is a white man's country; do you know it?" He answered, "Yes, sir; I 
know it." Then they said, "We want all the guns; we are going into another war." 
That is wliat they told Sampsou Perkins. When they got nearly tp my house — I think 
about two hundred yards from it— he turned round to look to see the number, of men 
they had gathered after leaving his house and before they got to mine. They asked . 
him what he was looking at. He said, " I am looking to see the men here behind." 
They said, " Go on and attend to your own business." So he could not see how many 
there were. He said there were about fifteen at his house, without those that they 
gathered up between his house and mine. 

Question. The company grew larger as they went on? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Just before they got to my house he said, "Gentlemen, I liko you 
all ; I have nothing against you. How do you expect to get into Essie Harris's house ? 
They said, "We will get in. We will go in if we have to go in at the top and come 
down." He said to them, "Essie Harris is a hard-working man who don't bother any- 
body ; all the neighbors know it ; and as sure as you poke your head into his house he 
will hurt some of you." They said to him, "You said the same thing, didn't you?" 
He replied that he had not said anything about it. 

Question. Tell us as well as you can all that these men said while they were about 
your house. 

Answer, When they came I did not speak to them. I never spoke to them the whole 
time. . All that they said was, at first that they were going to kill me, and afterward 
they said they had killed me. 

Question, Did they say anything about what they wanted to kill you for? 

Answer. No, sir ; they never said that. i 

Question. Nothing was said about it? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; Mr. Finch and Miss Sally both asked what it was for. 
Question. What did they say it was for? 

Answer, They said, " Never mind ; all we want is to get him." 
Question. Do you know what it was for ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there any difficulty between you and those men that you recognized 
or thought you recognized — Clark and the others ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had you had any quarrel with any of them ? 

Ansicer. There never was any quarrel between us. I never had a falling out with a 
white man in my life. 

Question. You had never had any trouble with any of them? 

Ansiver. No, sir; when I became free my boss said, "You are a free man; go and 
work and behave yourself, and you will always have protection." 
Question, You were formerly a slave ? 

Answer, Yes, sir : I belonged to Wilhsfm Harris, and I staid with him until after the 
rebellion. He told me then I was as free as he was. He gave me enough provisions 
to last for nearly twelve months, and he said, "' You can stay on my land, or you can 
go where you please." He said to me, "Most of the negroes do not think they are free 
tmtil they leave the plantation on which they were raised." And he told me I might 
do as I pleased. That year I left him. 

Question. Was your wife formerly a slave ? 

Ansiver. Yes sir. 

Question. She belonged to the'Finch family ? . . 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was on the Finch place where you Were living ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. After I went to Leach's and made a crop, Mr Finch came after me 
and said, " Essie, I want you to go and farm on my plantation. I have got plenty of 
land there ; I have bought some land lately ; and there is enough for us ail. You come 
and stay with me, and I will always try to furnish yoii with horses and land." Ho 
furnished me with horses till I was able t9 buy a horse. I have never had any falling out 
with him siuce I have been there. When he is not at home I feed his horses. He is 
gone a large part of the time to neighbors' houses. I milk his cows regularly morning 
and night, just as I did in slave times. 

Question, Have you any opinion as to why those men came there and made this 
attack upon you ? 
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Answer. No, sir; I did not bavo any idea. Mr. Finch told me once, "Essie, there's 
no Ku-Khix about." We had heard a good deal about the Ku-Klux. 
Question. You had heard of the Ku-Khix ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we had heard of them here and yon. I said, " Massa, what are we 
going to do if they do come ?" He said, "They won't bother you, or anybody that 
works and attends to his business." "Well," said I, " Massa, if they come here I am 
going to run under your bed." But he said, " They will never bother you." After they 
came that night he said he had thought up to that time that the Ku-Klux were ail 
stopped. I went to Mr. Thomas's the next day. I was going down to the railroad, where I 
had been to work, for my money. Said ho, " Essie, how do you come on ?" Said I, 
" Eight smart ; but the Ku-Klux came round last night. What do you suppose they 
came for ?" " Well," said he, " I don't know what it was for ; but as soon as that burn- 
ing turned up down here some fifteen or twenty miles, I said that that was going to be 
the cause of the Ku-Klux rising." 
• Question. What was that burning ? 

Amicer. The burning of houses and barns. He said that as soon as that occurred he 
concluded it would cause the Ku-Klux to rise in that neighborhood. Said I, " Mr. 
Thomas, I am just ?is much above burning barns as my master f" 

Question. Had there been any buildings burned anywhere around in the vicinity 
where you lived ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think there had been. There was an old black man's house 
burned the Saturday night before they came to my house. I do not know whether it 
was set on fire or caught fire. It was some three or four miles away from my house. 

Questim. Had anybocly's buildings been burned in the vicinity of where you lived t 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. There had been no difficulty of that sort ? 

Answer. No, sir ; only around at the edge of Wake County, and Chatham ; I heard 
there were burnings there, and that they were taking up a good many of them. But 
that was a long distance from me. 

Question. Fifteen miles away ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; may be more than that. 

Question. Did the men who came to your house that night all have disguises on ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you know Clark and the others whom you have said you 
recognized ? 

Ansicer. They had taken their caps off. There was a heap of men there — some of 
them I would not know. 

Question. Some of the men had taken the coverings from their faces ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a good many of them. 

Question, These men that you knew had taken the coverings off their faces so that 
you recognized them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Several others took off their caps, but I did not know them. 

Question. At what time did they take off the coverings from their faces ? 

Answer. While they were knocking at the door they got very hot ; and when they 
were shooting in the window they came round and pulled their caps off. 

Question, At the time they did that, did they say they had killed you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they said they had killed the old man, and they were consulting 
about going in. 

Question. Have any of those men been arrested ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. How many and who ? 

Ansicer. They arrested 1^1 r. Benton Knight, Henry Knight, Wesley Knight, Pies 
Pendergrast, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Burgess. 
Question. What has Jjcen done with them ? 

Answer. They were to have their trial this last court at Ealeigh. 
Question. When were they arrested ? 

Answer, 1 forget the time ; it»was directly after the thing was done. 
Question. Where were they taken to I 
Answer. They were taken to Raleigh. 
Question, Did they remain in jail ? 

, Answer. They staid in jail awhile, and then they were bailed out. I went to Pitts- 
borough that Sunday morning. I was then shot all over, so that I could hardly get 
along. 

Question. That was the next day after you had been shot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far was it to Pittsborough ? 

Answei\ About seven miles. I went to get the ball picked out of my arm. Dr. Hanks 
asked me what was the matter with me. I told him I was shot. He asked me how I 
came to be shot. 

Question. What did the doctor do ? 
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Answer. My arm was swelled so that lie did not pick ont the hall. Said he : " Essie, 
do you know them Said 1 : " Yes, I know some of them; and I have shot one or 
two." I thought it stood in the hands of some of those men to go out and get these 
men. I did not want to go to Raleigh — I was not ahle. But not one man moved 
toward getting these men at all. Said he : " Go and see Mr. Aleck Ramsey, and see 
what he says about it." I went down to Ramsey's house. 

Question. Does he live at Pittshoroiigh ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir. I told him that I had got shot — that I was shot the night before, 
at my house. He asked whether I knew any of them? I told him I knew some of 
them. Then he said: ''All I have got to tell you is. to carry them to law; that is all 
I could do when I had the power, and now I have got none." I thought it stood them 
in hand to seek out these men after I had told them I was shot, for it was almost the 
same as murder. But no man made any move, and I had to go to Raleigh. 

Question. You went to Raleigh yourself? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I had to walk about ten miles before I could get on the cars. 
Question. How far is it to Raleigh from where you live ? , 
Ansicer. About forty miles. 

Question. You walked ten miles to get to the cars ? 
Answer. Y^es, sir. I did not tell anybody I was going, except my wife. 
Question. You had to go to Raleigh yourself to start a prosecution? 
Answer. Yes, sir. On Monday I was not able to go ; on Tuesday morning I put out 
and went to Raleigh, and came back on. Wednesday. 

Question. When you got to Raleigh you made complaint to somebody ? 

Ansicer. Y^es, sir ; I went to Mr. Shaffer. 

Question. He issued a warrant, and they were arrested ? 

Answer* Yes, sir ; Mr. Hester said he was coming on Wednesday, but he did not get 
to the ears soon enough ; on Thursday he came up and got these men. 
Question. He arrested them ? 

AnsiDer. Yes, sir ; he was out tiU midnight getting them. 
Question. He arrested Clark as one ? 
Ansj-ver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it turn out that Clark had been shot ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was he shot ? 

Answer. Right in the left breast. When he was shot he was not standing square 
toward me. 

Question. He had the shot in him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he had my shot in him. 
Question. How did he say he got shot ? 

Answer. He said he was going up the river, and that when he was going through 
Hart's old field — I know the old field mighty well — somebody shot him. 
Question. How far is that field from where you live ? 
Ansiver. 1 reckon it is eight or nine miles. / 
Question. He did not claim that you had shot him? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. What was the name of the other man ? 
, Answer. Burgess. 
Question. He is one of the men you saw at the door when you shot ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. When they arrested Burgess, did it turn out that he had been shot ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was he shot ? 

Answer. He had his eye shot out. He said he got it hurt by a fish-basket ; but at the 
time he said he got it hurt his fish-basket was never in the water. When Sunday 
came, Mr. Finch came to my house, and said; "Essie, how do you feel ?" I said: ''I 
am mighty bad off." I was barefooted ; I could not at that time put on my shoes. He 
told me I had better go down to Henry Lloyd's, and stay there till morning — ^^not leave 
there till after daylight — ''because," said he, "they won't come to Mr. Lloyd's; they 
won't think about you being there ; but I am afraid they will come back here to-night ; 
they know you are shot, and not using your arm, and they may come back and kill 
you." • , 

Question. That was on Sunday after the attack on your house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I got my gun ; my wife put my shoes on ; I told them how to set 
the door up till next morning, and then I went and staid outside till he leffc and went 
into his house ; then I went back into my house, because I could not leave my little 
children there to be killed. 

Question. On the night of the shooting after these men went away, your wife and 
children went over to Mr. Finch's ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did they stay there ? 
Answer. Till next .morning. 
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Question. Then they went hack to your house ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has your family staid there ever since ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you go to Mr. Lloyd's that night ? 

A7isice)\ No, sir. I did not let on to Mr. Finch hut what I was going ; for I knew it 
would scare him very had if I did not go, and he was a very old man. 
Question. You went hack and staid with your family ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Questioyu That was the next night after the shooting ? • 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland : ) 
Question. On what day was it you went to Raleigh 1 

Answer. I went the next Tuesday. I was not ahle to go on Monday, and I staid at 
home. 

Question. On what day did you get hack fcom Raleigh ? 
Answer. On Wednesday — the next day after I went. 

Question. And on the next day, Thursday, Mr. Hester, the marshal, came out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he came and arrested them. I reckon he was there till about mid- 
• night getting them all up. He got part of them that night, and the next morning he 
went and got the balance. 

Question. Do you know anything about the Ku-Klux doing any violence to any other 
X)cople than yourself? 

Ansiver. They have whipped and shot some people about there, right bad, and burned 
some houses. 

Question. Have they killed anybody ? 

Answer. I have heard of them killing them here and yon, but not close to me. There 
. was a black man not far from me, named Anthony Davis. They went one night and 
got hold of him, and whipped him very had. 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. Some six or seven months before they came to my house. 
Question, Does Davis reside near to you ? 
An»wei\ Yes, sir, right close to me — about four miles off. 
Question. Was that done in the night ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir, one Saturday night. 

Question. Was it done by a body of men who had disguises on ? * 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he said so ; he said there were about five of them. 
Question. What did they whip him for ? 

Answer. He did not say what they whipped him for. They whipped him and shot 
two of his children. 

Question. Did they kill them ? 

Answer. No, sir^ they wounded them. ' , 

Question. Have you heard any reason why they did that? 

Answer. All I know is that Anthony was a mighty man to talk about his manhood.^ 
He had been talking of what he had heard, and he had said he would hate to see a man * 
come and butcher up his wife lik^ he had heard tell of their butchering other i)eople. 
That was all that I ever kne^r about it. They got hold of that and came there. 

Question^ He talked considerably about being a free man ? 

Answer. He said it looked mighty hard to be butchering a man^s wife and a man 
looking right on. 

Question. Have you had much to do with politics? 
Answei\ No, sir ; I am no man for politics. 
Question. You vote ? 

Answer. O, yes, sir ; I always try to vote. t 
Question. Which party do you vote with ? 

Answer. The republican. That is the way I have always been voting. 
Question. You do not make political speeches, do you ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, I never did. 

Question. Have you anythinoj to do with politics except going to vote ? 
Answer, No, sir j I never did. I have said to a good many people since that affair, 
that I do not expect to vote any more. 
Question, Why? 

Answer. The way things are we cannot vote. That is just the way it is. It is not 
worth while for a man to vote and run the risk of his life. 
Question. You are afraid to vote ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, State whether the same feeling of fear prevails among the colored people 
generally in your vicinity ? 
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Anstver, I thiuk it does. I have heard a good many of them talk. 

Question. Do you suppose that the fact that you vote, and vote on the republican side, 
had anything to do with this attack upon you ? Do you suppose that was the reason ? 

Answer. None of them ever came to me talking that way. But they have talked to 
a great many of the colored people about voting the republican ticket, and they said 
they would come and punish them for it. 

Quesiion. Do you think the colored people throughout your neighborhood, so far as 
you are acquainted, are afraid to vote now f 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; they are afraid to vote. That is certain. 

Question. Suppose they should make up their minds to vote the democratic ticket, 
would they be afraid to do that ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know, sir ; I have never heard much talk about that. 

Question. Do they feel that there is more danger to them in voting on the republi- 
can side than there would be in voting on the other side ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a good deal more. 

Question. You say that you are not going to vote any more ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I have said that I did not expect to vote any more. Within the 
last two years I have moved my voting place to Pittsborough, on accoimt of not wanting 
to A'ote where I had been voting. A number of people belonging to the same town- 
ship — fifteen or twenty — quit voting for the same reason. 

Question. You think they are afraid ? 

Ansirer. Yes, sir ; they would go to other townships and vote. Where I voted there 
were eight or ten, or maybe twenty, who did not vote at all. Now, I have got so that 
I am afraid to vote. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Did you know this man whom you said you shot ? Had you seen him 
before ? 

Answer, I had seen him before. 
Question. Where? 

Answer. Between my house and Locksville. He was never at my house before — not 
when I knew it. He had not been in that settlement very long. 
Question. You spoke of another man who was shot in the eye ? 
Answer. That was Mr. Barney Burgess. 
Question. Did you know him ? 
Answer. Sampson Perkins knew him. 
Question. Had you ever seen him before ? 

Answer. O yes ; I have bought many a quart of whisky of him. 
Question. He kept a grocery in the neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Did you ever see him anywhere else except there ? 
Anstver. No, sir ; no more than at Locksville, at the mill. 
Question, Were you well acquainted with him? 

Answer. Well, from the time he was over there, I was right smart acquainted with 
I im. Nearly every morning I would buy liquor from him as I was going to the rail- 
ixjad. 

. Question. Did he belong to the League ? 

Answer. Well, I was not acquainted enough with him to know much about that. He 
just came over to our settlement. He lived some distance from our house. I never 
follow the white people about anyhow.. Some said he did belong to the League. Some 
said this and some the other, I never make any inquiry about white people^s business. 

Question. Did not some of the white people belong to the Leagues ? 

Answer. O yes, sir ; a good many of them said they belonged to the Leagues. 

Question. The Loyal League ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have heard since that they said he belonged to the League j but 
I did not know anything about it before. 
Question. You heard it afterward ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; but he did not tell me anything about it. 
Question. You bought whisky of him as you went to the railroad ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the colored people generally buy liquor from him ? 
Answer. I do not know. I never saw many there. I never staid long. I do not 
know that I ever saw many people there anyway. 
Question. Was Clark in the same business with him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were both in cahoot ; they owned the same shop. They don't 
stay in the shop now. They have moved away since the occurrence. 
Question, Did Clark also belong to the League ? 

Ansicer. I do not know whether he did or not. I never heard much from him only 
since he has been shot. 
Question. Have you not heard since that he belonged to the League f 
Answer, I have heard some say he did and some say he did not. I cannot tell whether 
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lie was a meitjl)er or not. In fact I never inquire much about such matters in regard 
to white x^eople, because I am not concerned in them ; in colored people I am. 
QuesUoiu You belonged to the League ? 

Aimcer, Yes, sir; but I never was in but one white folks' League. 
Question. Were any of those men in that League ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; in the League I went to there were but three or four white people. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Questi07i. Have you not been informed since this thing happened that a portion 
of the men who were at your house committing these outrages upon you were repub- 
licans, belonging to the League ; that it was a mixed crowd of both parties ? 

Aimcer. I do not know so much about that. I never inquired much about it. 

Question. Have you not heard it since the occurrence ? 

Ansicer. I heard some people talking ; but I never inquired. Since the thing occurred 
I have not inquired of white gentlemen to find out who was a member of the 
League and who was not. The League ran out, Peox)le got so that they quit talkiug 
about the League. 

Question. You named other men whom you recoguized. Do you know their politics ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know for certain. They voted the conservative ticket. 
That is all I can tell you. I do not know what sort of a ticket Mr. Clark and Mr. 
Burgess voted. 

, Question. Have you ever said to any one that several of the men who attacked you 
Were members of the League ? 

Answei\ Well, there was only Mr. Burgess and Mr. Clark, if any ; as to the balance, 
I never heard any talk about the League at all. 

Question. Except as to those two ? 

Answer. I have heard since that they were members of the League ; I didn't hear it 
before ; some say they were not ; I don't know what they were. 
Question. There was no election coming on at that time ? 
Answer. I do not know that there was. 

Question. An old man who gave his testimony here this morning said something about 
a fuss in regard to some corn ; had you not a brother who had some corn that you had 
gone and got ? 

Ansiver, Anthony Davis had some com ; he fetched it to my house before he left ; he 
belonged to Mr. Davis ; those people had a fuss with liim, and he had to move out of 
the neighborhood. 

Question, Did they say he had stolen the com ? 

Ansicer, Nq, sir; he had not stolen it; it was his own com; he fetched it there for 
me to sell or keep till he came for it. I went to Mr. Finch and said : ''Anthony has 
some corn ; can I put it in the crib till he goes down to the country and comes back ? " 
Said he, "Essie, do just as you please ; keep it in your house or put it in the crib." It 
was, Davis's own corn ; but as he was moving, he wanted to clean out everything of 
his own from the white people's kitchen; and these men I suppose had a pick at him. 

Question. Dq you think the taking of that corn to your house had anything to do with 
the visit of those men to you? 

Answer. I do not know ; but they had a fuss with him, and he had to move on account 
of it ; he said so. I was not there when they whipped him. 

Question. Do you think your getting that com had anything to do with it ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I don't see what else ; I don't know whether that was it or not ; I 
don't know what they came to me for ; it was fiaid to be because they had a grudge 
against Anthony Davis. 

Question. And you had Davis's com ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was to take charge of it till he came back. 
Question. Was that the com behind the door ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j 1 had shelled some of it and had it in a bag in the house. 

Question. Did Davis owe those men anything ? ' 

Answei\ No, sir ; he never owed them anything ; if he did, they did not say anything 
about it to me. After the bringing of his corn therO; they came to my house. I took 
the corn one evening, and the same night they came to my house. The white nien 
hauled the corn there in a wagon. It was 'no corn that was stolen, but some that 
Davis had raised. They wanted to carry it out of the white man's kitchen ; they 
wanted the kitchen to cook in. I put it in my crib and took charge of it. 

Question, How much of that corn was there ? 

Ansicer. I reckon about six barrels. 

Question. What became of Davis ? 

Answer. He went down below there some four miles. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Had they whipped Anthony Davis previously to that ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; they had whipped him. He could hardly get a home in the neigh- 
borhood. He was almost afraid to stay about there, and he had to move. I took his 
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corn because lie could not get a good ^vice for it ; and I told him I would keep it and 
maybe corn would rise. 

Quesiion. Did you bear of anybody claiming that corn besides Anthony Davis ? 

Avswer. No, sir. 
' Question, There was no dispute about it ? 

Answer. Miss Lloyd said he was owing her half a dollar ; but he was coming back to 
settle his debts. 

Question. Did you ever hear from anybody of any dispute about the corn ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; no dispute at all. 
Question. Neither before nor siuco ? 

Answer. No, sir ; h© came up and staid awhile, aud I carried the corn to the depot 
for him with Mr. Finch's horse and wagon. I reckon he put it on the train. I have 
not seen him since. 

Question. You said something about Henry Lloyd ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; Mr. Finch told me to go there, and stay there that night. 
Question. Was he a democrat ? 
^ Ansiver. No, sir ; a republican. • 
Question. A white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. A rich man ? 

Answer. No, sir ; just a common man— just a good liver. 

Question. Why did JMt. Finch think you would be safer at Henry Lloyd's house than 
at Mr. Finch's ? 

Ansivei\ They had been at nearly the whole settlement except Mr. Lloyd's; they 
had been pretty much around the neighborhood. He told me I had bettor go there or 
to Mr. Williams's. .Lloyd's was the nearest. 

Question. Had Lloyd ever threatened to kill them if any of them came to his house ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I do not think he ever said anything about them. 

Question. How many meeting houses were burned in the county of Chatham? 

Ansiver. I do not know how many were burned. There was an old colored man who 
preached iu our church. One of his churches had been burned, and he had to quit 
that place. It was twelve or thirteen miles above us. 

Question. How many have you heard of as being burned in that country ? 

Answer. A good many. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. 1 do not know for certain. I have heard tell constantly of the burning of 
school-houses and meeting-houses. 

Question. As many as five or six ? ' 
Answer. I reckon they were that many. 

Question. Were they school-houses and meeting-houses used by the colored people? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Within what time have these meeting-houses and school-houses been burned 
In that county. 

Ansiver. It was done along in last year, and year before last, I think. 
Question. Was Mr. Aleck Ramsey a magistrate ? 

Answer. No, sir; but he was a man who liad been going on and speaking against the 
Ku-Klux for going to colored people's houses and doing so bad. That is the reason 
why the doctor told me to go to him. 

Question. Is Mr. Finch a democrat or a republican? 

Answer. He is a democrat ; but he never talked to me anything about politics. He 
always told me, "Essie, you are free and I am free; I never expect to bother you about 
voting." 

Question. How old a man is Mr. Finch ? 
Answer. I think sixty-one or sixty-two years old. 
Question. How old is his sister f 
Answer. Some seventy years or over. 

Question. They both saw all this that occurred at your house ?. 

Answer. Yes, sir; Miss Sally was walking all through the men till the very last. 
She said there were nearer forty or fifty than there were thirty. She spoke to me 
about it last Sunday morning was a. week. She said that \\hen her mother died she 
saw trouble, but since these I<^u-Klux had been around she had seen more trouble than 
she ever had before. 

Question. She said there were forty or fifty of them ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; she said there were nearer that than anything else. She said the 
• death of her mother was nothing to compare with these Ku-Klux. She says she has 
not had her right mind since ; and I don't believe she has. Mr. Finch is the same way. 

Question. How many colored people have the Ku-Klux whipped in that county within 
the last year ? 

Anwser. I do not know. A good many that they have whipped — a heap of them— ^ 
have gone off. 
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Question. How many? 

Answer. I cannot tell lio\V many. 

Question. As many as a hundred? 

Answer^ I never took any account — a good many left. ^ 
Question. How many bave been whipped in the county? 
Ansicer. I do not know. 
Question. Aa many as fifty? 

Answer. I reckon it is close by that — may be more. I hear tell of whii)pings every 
week. 

Question. Whippings of colored men? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. By Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir; they say it is by Ku-Klnx. 
Question. How long has that been kept up ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir; I think it has been going on now for three years — may 
be more. 

Question. Are the colored people very much frightened there ? 
Answer. Oh, yes, sir ; they are scared badly. 
Question. Do they all sleep in their houses? 

Answer. No, sir ; they say they don't. One colored woman who says she has one or 
• two children, was whipped by the Ku-Klux ; and she says she has not staid in her house 
with her children in a mouth or two months. She was afraid to stay there. 
C^«esfio?i. What was her name? • 
Answer., Her name was Frances Gilmore. 
Question. Is there not a white lady of that name? 
Answer. That is Mss Sally Gilmore. 
Question. Frances Gilmore is not of that crowd? 
Answer. No, sir ; she is a colored woman. 

Question. How many colored peoj)le are there in your vicinity? 

Ansicei\ Right around me there are not many — not more than fi.ve or six or seven 
colored men within more than four or five miles of me. 
Question. W^hat has become of them ? 

Answer: They have moved out; some of them have gone away off. Some of them 
that stay on some other plantations I have not seen for going on two years. 
Question. What made them go away ? 

Ansiver. The Ku-Klux got so bad that they said they might be punished, and they 
left ; they w^ite back from where they are ; some are away down in the cotton country. 

Question. Have there been any white men whipped in that county by the Ku-Klux? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; some few that I have heard of; I have seen some that have been 
whipped by them very badly, it looked to me. 

Question. Have you laiown any one to be whipped who was not a republican ; 

Answer. No, sir; I do not kpow of anybody being whipped excei)t repirblicans. 

Question. You never heard of anybody excei)t a republican being whipped. 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I have heard of others being turned out £tnd talked to, but they • 
never whijoped them ; if they did T did not know it. 

Question. Did they take the arms away from other colored people in that county be- 
sides yourself? 

Answ-e)'. Well, sir, I do not know there are more than about two men in that neigh- 
borhood besides myself who have got guns. There are not more than four or five guns 
now in the neighborhood. 

Question. Did the colored men about there once have guns ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about all of them had guns before. 

Question. Their guns have been taken away from them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They took mine away the first time ; and they came after this last 
one, but didn't get it. 

^ Question. Have you heard of any proceedings by the Ku-Klux in other parts of the 
country ? 

Answe)'. Nothing, except that I have been hearing of the Ku-Klux all about. I have 
never heard anything good. I have been trying to hear something good. I had hoped 
we were going to hear long ago that they had quit punishing people, but they didn't. 
I never wanted it to come to this pass. In slave times when I had a master, if a man 
had knocked my door down, they would have got him, oven if he had been here in 
W^ashinglon City. 

Question. You mean your master would have protected you ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he never would have suffered such things. 

Question. Are the colored people in a worse condition now than when in slavery? 

Ansice)\ Of course they nmst be. They must keep their floors barred up. I have had 
to keep my doors barred. Pretty much all the colored people have their doors barred ; 
they are afraid to keep them any other way. 

Question. I understood you to say that a colored woman was ravished by the Ku- 
Klux? 
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Question. Did you hear of any other case of that sort ? 

Answer. Oh, yes, several times. That has been very common. The case I spoke oi 
was close by me, and that is the reason I spoke of it. It has got to be an old saying. 
Question, You say it was common for the Ku-Klux to do that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They say that if the women tell anything about it, they will kill 
them. Miss Sally said she never thought she would have to go out of her own county 
to get help to keep back her enemies ; she always thought the people would stand up 
to her, and that she would not have to go out of her own county to get help. She 
thought when the "Yankees" came in and whipped them, she saw a heap of trouble ; 
but she said the " Yankees" were gentlemen compared to these Ku-Klux. She said 
that she had seen more trouble lately since these men had been there than the Yankees 
ever made. 

Question. How long ago was It that the barn-burning fifteen or twenty miles from 
you occurred ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly how long it has been — some time ago. 
Question. As much as two years f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, As much as a year and a half I 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. As much as a year ago ? 

Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. When was it done ? 

Answer. I think it was a while just before last Christmas. It was not done in my set- 
tlement. There has only been one house burned in the settlement I am living in. 
Question. I am speaking of the burning of barns up there about Wake County. 
Answer. It was done I think just before Christmas. 

Question, Have you heard of the houses of colored people being burned ? 

Answer. No, sir, not particularly. I have heard of houses being burned, and I would 
not inquire even the names. 

Question. Was there any Ku-Kluxing before these barns were burned ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they said there was. I had never seen them, though. 

Question. Was it worse after the burning of the barns than it was before f 

Ansivei\ Well, it looked like the Ku-Klux did get worse, because they came in on me, 
and I had never seen them before. Of course that is enough to make me think it was 
worse. 

Question, Had you heard a good deal of the whipping of colored people before you 
had heard of the barns being burned ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a good deal. • 

Question. How long has this Ku-Kluxing been going on in that county ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly how long it has been going on right there, but it is 
some two years or better. 

Question. Do you know whether it has been alleged that these bams w(^l*e burned 
because the colored people had been whipped by the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. 

Question. You do not know whether that was given as a reason ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did any one ever accuse you of having anything to do with burning barns? 
Answer. No, sir ; no man ever accused me of burning up anything, and I never stole 
anything. 

Question. Did your master ever whip you while you were a slave? 
Anstver, No, sh* ; he never whipped me. 

Question. While you were a slave were you ever accused of stealing or anything of 
that sort ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; when the Yankees came in my master and I hid pretty nearly all he 
had to keep the Yankees from getting it, and I never told them anything about it. I 
didn't have anything to say to them anyhow. I would run off to keep from telling 
them ; not that I had anything against the Yankees, but I did not want to go against 
my master. 

Question. Have the Leagues now ceased in Chatham County ? 
Answer. Oh, yes, sir. 

Question. How long since they, were broken up ? 

Ansiver. I reckon it has been some two years — may be more. 

Question. You have not heard of any Leagues meeting in Chatham County within two 
years ? 

Answer. No, sir* There m^ay have been some, but I didn't know it. They all died out 
in my neighborhood a while ago. 

Question, Do you know whether the Leagues in the State of North Carolina were all 
stopped and broken up some two years ago? 

Answer, No, sir j I did not know that. 
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Question. Were you in the lial)it of attending meetings of the Leagues when tliey used 
to have them ? 

Answer. Well, sir, not like some. I never went any more than about three times j 
that is about as much as I went. 

Question. Did you ever hear people advised in the Leagues to burn houses or do any 
other mischief? 

Ansiver. Well, the man who was talking said it was not to injure any man ; he said 
it was not to cet land or to get money. 
Question. What did he say it was for ? 

Anstver. He said we all v/anted to live. He said, " I want to live and you want to 
live." He went on to state things in that way. He said it was to injure no man, white 
or black. He was nearly through when I got there. 

Question. In any League that you attended did you ever hear any advice given to do 
anything unlawful or wrong ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never did. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 

Question. You said there were two beds in youx house. Where did the beds stand 
with reference to the door ? 

An8im\ I had a door north and one south. 

Question. Which was the door they broke down ? 

Answei\ The north door ; they did not break the other ^oor at all. 

Question, Where did the beds stand with reference to that doorj on which side of 
the house were the beds ? 

Answer. On the south side, and on the south side of the window. 

Question. On which side of the house was the window ? 

Answer. The window was at the west end of the house. 

Question. And the beds stood on the south side of the room ? 

Answei'. One bed did ; the other was on the north side. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Close to the window? 

Answ€i\ Yes, sir j one was right in the window ; it is so long that it is partly in front 
of the window. 
Question. Is the fireplace at the other end ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By the ChairjMAN, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. Were your wife and children all on the same bed ? 

Aii8wa\ Ko, sir ; my children were on the north side, and she was on the south side^ 
My little suckling child she had with her. ^ 
Question, Were the beds on bedsteads? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Common bedsteads? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And your wife, who was on the bed on the south side, covered herself up 
with the bed? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, 

Question. And the children were huddled up on the bed that was on tho north side? 
Anstcei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then tho firing through the window would not be in the direction of tho 
bed where the children were ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; they looked their guns through in every way. When they got the 
door down they could shoot in both ways. 

Question. Where did you see the marks made by the shot ? 

Answer. They were all around in the house. I did not see how they escaped from 
hitting them. 

Question. How high did the shots hit generally? 

Anstcer. About waist high, or a little lower—from that to a little over knee high. 
They hit my bedsteads and almost everything. 

Question. Did the shots go right over the beds? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; right over the children's heads into tho logs. 

Question. Did any shots go into the bed where your wife was covered up ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there was a slab right at tho head, and tho bullets went into that; 
they were picked out tho next morning right at her head. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Did many persons go to see those shots in your house the next day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; a good many. 

^/fC8iio«. White people? ^ 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Did Mr. Finch examine tbem ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir, lie did j also Mr. Williams. 

Question. What did they say about the shots not having struck any of the childreu ? 
Ansivcr. They said it was just a providential thing that none of them got killed. 
Question. Did they see the shots all round the bed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; when I went to Raleigh the other day the men were in there ; som«? 
of them were going to witness it then, and they came in to look at them again . 
Question. You say some shots struck the bedstead ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The children were all piled np together ? 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the children make any noise ? 

Answer. No, sir; they did not make any fuss, only the suckling child. That cried 
a while, and then it didn't cry at all. The others did not make any fuss at all. 



WASHINGTON; D. C, July 3, 1871. 

JAMES M. JUSTIQE sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. I reside in the town of Rutherford ton, county of Rutherford, North Carolina. 
Question. How long have you resided there? 

Ans^cer. I have been living there since the last of December, 1865. 
Question. Where bad you previously lived? 

Answer. I was born and raised to manhood within twe^aty-five miles of that town, 
in the county of Henderson, adjoining that county. 
Question. You are a native of North Carolina ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is your business or occupation ? 

Answer. Till recently I have been a mechanic ; I went to a trade at the age of . 
seventeen, and learned a trade in the town of Hendersonville j I moved to Ruther- 
fordton soon after the war, and continued my business as a mechanic there until April, 
^1868, when I was elected to the legislature of North Carolina. 

Question. As a senator or member of the house of representatives ? 

Answer. As a member of the house of representatives. I took my seat in thatle^s-, 
lature on tho Ist day of July, 1868, three years ago. Since that time I have been 
admitted to the bar in the State of North Carolina as a lawyer, and I am at this time 
engaged in tho practice of law in my town. 

Question. Are you still a member of the North Carolina legislature ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was reelected last August, and served during the session pf last 
winter. 

Question. To what political party do you belong ? 

Answer. Do you speak of tho new parties since the war ? i 

Question. Yes. ^ 

Answer. I claimed to belong, and I have belonged as well as I understood myself, to 

what we first called the Union party, and since tho war to the republican party. I 

have been nominated and elected as a republican; and I have been a sujjporter, both 

by my acts and in my feelings, of the national republican party. 

Question. That has been generally understood in your county I suppose ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I have been well understood throughout my State, siuce I have 

been before the public, as a republican. 
Question. An outspoken republican ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I participated very freely in the last presidential campaign in the 
interest of President Grant. I made several talks, and at several points in my district 
I met the elector on the other ticket. 

Question. The particular subject about which we wish to inquire is in regard to the 
condition of affairs in your State, and particularly in your section of it, so far as relates 
to its peace and order, or the contrary, and the enforcement of the laws? 

Answer. Well, sir, with regard to some kinds of > crimes I think the laws can be en- 
forced in my country ; 1 mean the civil law. Our State courts can enforce the laws as 
heretofore, with regard to ordinary crimes. But there is a class of crimes in that sec- 
tion of the country that is entirely above and beyond the reach of the civil authorities 
there. 

Question. Wliat class of crimes is it to which you refer? 

Answer. The crimes to which I refer ar^ a series of outrages that have been com- 
mitted upon a great many i^eople by persons who go about in disguise and in the 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



103 



ni^ht. They usually go dis^i^uised, inaskecl in some way so as to aid in the conceal- 
meut^of their persons ; and they usually eommit their depredations about midnight, 
between midnight and daylight. I have seldom ever heard of an outrage being 
perpetrated by them before' 12 (/clock at night. 

QuesiioH. Have these bands of disguised and armed men who commit these acts come 
to have a name and designation in common parlance ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, there is a common name by which the people at largo designate 
them when they speak of them. AVhat their real name is of course I am not prepared 
to say. But I can give the name by which all people speak of them, when they speak 
of the crimes committed by them. 

Quesiion. What is it ? 

Answer. They are usually called Ku-Klux. 

Question. How long since those acts of violence, by bands of disguised and armed men 
in the night time, began in your State ? 

Anstcer. They commenced in portions of Nortlv Carolina in the fall of 1668; the first 
instance of which I heard was in the fall of 1868. But they were not very con)mon in 
North Carolina until the spring of 1869 ; but since that time, in quite a number of the 
counties about the center of the State — I can name the counties if desired. 

Question. Name them. 

Answer. The counties of Orange, Chatham, Alamance, Lenoir, Harnett, Sampson, 
Caswell, Guilford, Gaston, Lincoln, and Cleveland are the counties to which I refer 
more particularly, as the first counties where these acts occurred, of which I have ■ 
heard. 

Question. Your county of Eutherford is toward the western part of the State ? 
Answer. My county joins Cleveland on the west, and is the first county east of the 
Blue Ridge in our State. 

Question. And it is on the South Carolina line ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it, joins South Carolina on the southern border of the county. On 
the southwest it joins Polk county, and on the west it joins Henderson county, 
along the Blue Ridge range of mountains ; and on the north it joins McDowell county. 

Question. These acts w^ere prevalent in the.several counties you have named, before 
they began in your section ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they were very common in Alamance, Caswell, and Orange coun- 
ties before we had any trouble even in Cleveland, Lincoln, or Gaston. 

Question. Have you taken any pains to inform yourself about the doings of these 
bands of disguised and armrd men in cither of thdse counties? 

Answer. They have come under my observation to some extent. I have seen a great 
many persons in Raleigh ; I cannot tell how many, who have come there and exhibited 
their persons to any one who might wish to see them, with their backs lashed, and 
wit*h wounds from gun and pistol-shots ; I have seen a great many colored people, 
and some white men, who have come to the State capital and made known their trou- 
bles there. During the winter of 1869 and 1870, and also the winter of 1870 and 1871 
these occurrences were very common ; I have seen the wounds on some of the persons. 

Question. Did' their persons exhibit the appearance of having been scourged, or of 
their having received gun and pistol-shot wounds ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have seen several pistol-shot wounds; and I have seen quite a 
number of colored men with their backs severely lashed. I remember to have seen 
one colored man whose body presented quite a mangled appearance. On his breast 
were two marks or wounds, which he said had been produced in this way : They 
jabbed him with the muzzle of a double-barreled gun, and his breast exhibited two 
small circular wounds ; they were healing up then, but they presented the appearance 
of having been made in that way. And there were a great many other bruises on his 
body, 

(Question. Did you learn whether in any of those central counties any persons had 
been killed by those bands of disguised men? 
Ansicer. I have heard of quite a number of persons having been killed by them. 
Question. By those bands of disguised men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; put to death in various ways ; some by hanging, some by shooting, 
some by drowning. Li somejnstances, where persons were in jail charged with rape, 
barn-burning, and other otFenses, the jails were broken open, the prisoners taken out, 
some of them shot, some hung, and some drowned. That is the information I have 
had from other persons; I knew of none of those things from my own personal 
knowledge ; but that was common information in our county. 

Question. Where persons who were killed or whipped by those bands of men, wero 
persons who had not been arrested for any offense, did you learn that they were 
charged with any crime ? 

Ansicer. In some instances they were ; but in other instances no crime was alleged 
against them that I heard. In some instances they alleged crimes, in others they 
alleged their political principles, as the reason why they inflicted these outrages upon 
them. 
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Question. In all the cases you heard of as occurring in those counties, did there seem 
to be any peculiarity in the choice of the victims, as to what political party they 
belonged to ? 

Ansiver. I have never seen or heard of but one instance of any person except a mem- 
ber of the republican party having been scourged. I make an exception of one instance 
in the county of Cleveland. I understood that a mau there was severely scourged, who 
I heard belonged to the conservative party ; but the men who scourged him told him 
that they were preachers, and they were scourging him for being a very dissipated 
man, for having maltreated his wife, and for having associated with bad persons. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Had he abandoned his wife ? 

Ansiver. I do not think he had abandoned his wife. I heard that he was vicious and 
unkind to his wife, and in the habit of associating with bad persons. 

By the Chairiman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Do you understand that these things continue up to the present time in the 
counties you have named ; or have they ceased in those portions of the State ? 

Answer. In quite a number of counties they have continued until very recently. In 
some of the counties there seemed to be a time of peace ; more especially in the coun- 
ties of Alamance and Caswell, in which more than a year ago was the most bf the 
trouble in our State. I have heard of very few outrages in those counties since last 
August. 

Question. Is there any special reason for that that you have heard ? 

Ansiver. The governor of the State, in view of the trouble in those counties, organized 
a force of State militia and sent it to those counties, and quite a large number of per- 
sons were arrested and held imder military guard and in military confinement for some 
time. And quite a number of them made confessions of having-belonged to this Ku- 
Klux Klan, and I suppose agreed to disband it. They were discharged without any 
punishment except their imprisonment ; I do not think one of them has been indicted 
in the State courts for any such offense committed there. I believe an effort was made to 
indict quite a number of them in the county of Caswell, for the murder of Senator 
Stevens ; but my information is that the grand jury ignored the bills. 

Question. In all that class of cases of which you have spoken, as occurring in those 
central counties, has there been anybody indicted and punished for any of those 
offenses, that you know of ? 

Ansiver. I have never heard of any person who went in disguise and committed any 
of those offenses having been tried, convicted, and punished, except some negroes, 
who went out as they alleged to do a little work of retaliation on a person who had 
been troubling them. They were caught and tried, and I think some of them are now 
in our State penitentiary for that offense. They had disguised themselves in some 
way, and, as they alleged, they went to retaliate on certain parties whom they accused 
of punishing them, I will state that when the first outrage of this kind was commit- 
ted in the county in which I live, our circuit judge had the parties arrested, and a 
very long preliminary examination was had before him. He held them to trial, and a 
bill of indictment was found against four or five of the parties charged. At the first 
term of the court they offered an affidavit for the removal of the cause to the adjoin- 
ing county. I have been connected with the prosecution of that cause, but it has not 
yet been tried. At the fall term it was continued on the application of the defend- 
aiitsj and at the last spring term the prosecution was compelled to ask for its continu- 
ance on account of the absence of the witnesses ; the most important witnesses for the 
State failed to appear at the spring term, quite a number of them sending word that they 
were afraid to cOme ; that their lives had been threatened ; that they were poor people, 
and so situated that they could not protect and defend themselves, and for that reason 
they were afraid to come. One old colored man who had been whipped by these par- 
ties, and who says he knew some of them perfectly well, failed to attend the court, and 
assigned that at the time as the reason. 

Question. That was last spring 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and Judge Henry continued the case. 
Question. That cause was removed from your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; to the county of McDowell, on the affidavit of the defendants. 
Question. And this continuance was in McDowell County? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the cause is still pending ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we have had no trial of itT^ 

Question. That was the first case that occurred in your county 1 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was that ? 

Ansiver. That occurred in February, 1870. 

Question. What was that case, as you understand it ? 
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Answer. A number of disguised men, some eight or ten of them, went to the house of a 
man by the name of McGahey. MeGahey was absent at the time, and also his son, a boy of 
fourteen years of age. They broke open the door, forced their way into the house, and 
told Mrs. McGahey that they had come there to kill her husband and boy. They called 
for his gun and pistol, and she said that her husband was absent and had his arms with 
him. They abused her some ; they really did not inflict any wounds on her, but they 
pushed her back against the fireplace, and shoved her about. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question, Was she a white woman ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They also went to the house of a widow lady, by the name of Mrs. 
Jenkins, and whipped an old negro woman who was her cook; whipped her very 
severely. However, allow me to state that the outrage upon Nelson Birge occurred in 
the same settlement, about three weeks before that ; I was mistaken in that ; his was 
the first case. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Go on with the statement of the MeGahey case, as you are now upon it. 

Ansiver. This colored woman had belonged to Mrs. Jenkins, who went to the door to 
see what was the trouble, and they struck her a blow, cutting a considerable gash 
above her right eye. 

By jMr.^PoOL : 
(pHCSiiow. Mrs. Jenkins? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and a very respectable woman. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. A white woman ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. She stated on her oath that she was sixty-eight years old. She re- 
ceived that wound, and was knocked down on the floor, and bled very profusely. Her 
husband was a very respectable farmer before he died. 

Question. What reason was given for the attack on her ? 

Ansicer. None whatever. 

Question. Was any reason given for beating the old black woman f 

Answer. She stated that the man who whipped her the most said that he was passing 

through her yard the other night and she had shot at him. The colored woman said, 
|in explanation of that, that she thought somebody was there stealing chickens, and 

she had fired off a pistol. They went to Almon Owens, a short distance off. 
Question. That same night 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that same night. He was a white man. He was very badly 
whipped; I saw his person. They said they whipped him because ho informed on 
some of them who were distilling spirits in violation of the revenue laws. They 
whipped him on that account, is what was alleged. That is the substance of the out- 
rage for which we have the parties indicted that I have spoken of. 

Qwesiiow., Have you told all they did that night ? 

Answer. As Avell as I remember, that covers that night's transactions. 

Question. You said that, on reflection, you thought that there was an earlier case ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about three weeks before that they went to the house of Nelson 
Birge, a colored man, and whipped him. 

Question. A body of men in disguise ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and wearing exactly the same kind of disguise. It was in the 
same settlement, and generally believed to have been the same party of men. They 
stated to Nelson Birge that they whipped him for the way he had been voting. 

Question. You say Birge was a colored man ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; quite an old colored man. 

Question. Is he a respectable man ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has anything been alleged against him ? 

Answer. Nothing in the world. His former master says he is a man of excellent char- 
acter, and always was so when ho was his slave. He was very much enraged about 
the treatment of old Nelson, and carried him home, and he lives there now. 

Question. These disguised men stated to him that they whipped him on account of 
the way he had been voting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How had ho acted ? What are his politics ? 

An8ivc4'. Ho is a republican, and when he votes he votes for men of the republican 
party. ^ 

Question. Now state the next instance of the commission of any act of that kind. 

Answn. 1 suppose that, on account of the arrests made, and the very earnest manner 
in which the legal authorities took hold of this crime, we heard very little more of 
them during the summer. 
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Question. During the summer of 1870? 

Answer, Yea, sir. Last sammer we had quite a heated campaign in our State. I was 
the republican candidate for the house of representatives of the State le^^islature, and 
a man by the name of Carson was the conservative candidate. He is a lawyer, a very 
intelligent man, and a nice man in every way. We made a very thorough campaign 
of Rutherford County, and I was particularly severe on what are known as the Ku- 
Klux, 

Question. In your speeches ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I did not charge Mr. Carson with being one himself j but I did 
charge that they wore supporting him. I did not charge that all democrats were Ku- 
Klux, but I charged that all Ku-Klux were democrats. I used a great many bitter ex- 
pressions against them in my public speeches, denouncing them for their crimes, and 
the trouble and ruin they were bringing ui^on their section of the State, jis well as the 
trouble they had brought upon our section. I was not afraid of them then'; I did not 
think they had boldness enough ever to go to the extent that they have gone since 
that. Soon after I left home, about the third Monday in November, almost every letter 
I received from home^^ — 

Question. You left home to attend the session of the legislature? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the legislature meets annually on the third Monday in November. 
I received news very often by private letters, and also through my county newspaper, 
that outrages were being committed upon prominent republican men, and in some cases 
upon women also. They always seem to mix this thing up a little ; occasionally they 
will whip a woman ; they will go to some i^lace they charge with being ^^Jjiouse of ill- 
fame, and commit some outrage there. * I was at homo during the Chrismfas holidays. 

Question. Name some of these cases of which you were informed. 

Answer. I heard that they whipped one colored man by the name of Martiu Doggett ; 
and another named Hamilton ; and a colored woman, by the name of Camp, I believe. 
While I was at home I heard of their whipping a white woman of bad character of 
the name of Warren. I cannot remember, all the whippings I heard of ; I might re- 
fresh my memory in regjird to some of them by a list I have. While I was at home 
during the Christmas holidays, I found that the condition of our county was growing 
very bad. I saw that there'was a determination on the part of the extreme men to 
carry this thing on ; as I understood, from what I could see done, it was a defiant spirit. 
Soon after my return to Raleigh again, about the iOth of January 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Last January? I 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was informed of repeated outrages, quite a number of tliem, 
along the line of Cleveland County, and especially along the South Carolina line. It 
is proper to state here that Broad River, in Rutherford County, runs parallel with the 
South Carolina line, and there is a belt of country, from four to six miles wide, be- 
tween the river and the South Carolina line. 

By the Chairman, {Mt. Poland :) 
Question, The river is north of the State line? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that belt of country is rather isolated from the rest of the county, 
and that section there is a sort of out of the way, back-woods, place. These outrages 
were very commoii over there ; I am not personally acquainted with the colored men 
over there ; I have twice crossed the river to address public meetings ; go there, make . 
my address to the people, and come away the same day. I know a number of white 
men on that side of the river, but I do not know that I am acquainted with a colored 
man there. I know that usually about thirty colored men vote the republican ticket 
at the precinct on that side of tlie river ; and I have heard often that every colored 
man over there has been whipped. 

Question. By these bands of disguised men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard that they gave any reason for doing that ? 
Anstver-. No, sir; I have not seen any of the colored men who have been whipped ; 
1 have seen one old white man who was whii)ped over there. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. His name is John Nodine. He is a very old gentleman, and quite an intelli- 
gent old man ; he was in the volunteer service of the United States in the war of 
1812 ; he has been a great readino- man until his eye sight failed him ; he cannot read 
much now. But he has been a v^ry earnest advocate of republican principles in that 
section of the country ; a man who has furnished a great deal of information to a 
class of i)eople around him who cannot read. He has read papers a great deal, and is 
a great talker, has done a great deal of talking in the interest of his party. I have al- 
ways regarded him as a very strong spoke in my cause in that part of the county. 
He was very active in serving the jieople and giving them information as to what was 
going on. He told mo that quite a large crowd came to his house and broke oil the 
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latch on bis door ; he said the door was not locked, but it was latched ; they rushed in 
and laid hold of him, and commenced to abuse him for the course he had pursued, and 
to denounce him as a damned old radical ; they abused him a great deal by words. 
Ho said that one man told him he had a quarrel with him last fall for thisthing. He said 
they»were all disguised, and as his eye-sight was so imperfect ho could not tell posi- 
tively who they were. He said that one man told him ho had had a quarrel with him last 
fall about this thing, and he had come to settle with him about it; I asked him who 
he was ; he said he did have some words last fall with one of his neighbors, the only 
man he did have any words with. He is a man about like Mr. Nodine, on the other 
side, a very wealthy man^and a very active man, and a very worthy marn outside of 
his Ku-Klux acts. 

Question. That quarrel was a political dispute? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; Mr. Nodine said they did not whip him much; they struck him a 
lick or two with a stick ; they struck around the diair with a hickory switch, and 
madO a red place on his arm. They really did not abuse him much in body, but they 
abused his feelings very much, and told him that it was for his political course, and 
that th^y were going to run him out of there ; that he was a bad man, and had troubled the 
community a great deal; But he has not gone j he is living there now, or was when I 
left home. 

Question. Did they warn him to leave? 

Answer, They told him ho would have to leave th'at community. 
Question. Did they threaten him if he returned ? 

Ansicer. Y0^»iv ;"they said they would visit him again if he returned there and con- 
tinued in his course. It was some weeks ago that he made this statement to me ; but 
the abuse was some time last winter. 

Question. What did you understand was the allegation against the various colored 
men over there who-have been whipped? 

Answer. Kone of the colored men over on that side of the river have ever been brought 
up before our court on any charge. 

Question. Did you learn that anything was alleged against them, except their politics,- 
when they were whipped ? 

An8im\ No, sir ; I have neVer heard what they charged against the colored men on 
that side of the river. The general impression in the country, when we hear of a whip- 
ping, is that it is on account of politics, unless it is explained otherwise. 

Question. Have you understood that those men gave any reason for whipping them ? 

Ansi-ver. No, sir ; I have not heard that. 

Question. Now come on down to later cases. 

Answer. I heard of a great many outrages during the winter in Cleveland County, 
and especially along the Cleveland and Kutherford line. One of the most desperate 
cases was the whipping of Mr. Martin Hawldns, a white man. 

Question. Does he live in your county ? 

Ansicer. He lives in Cleveland County, near the line, and is very often in our town. 
He is a man who goes about with a wa^on and sells iron ware ; a peddler. 
. Question. Have you heard any allegation against him ? 

• Answer. No, sir ; he is a creditable man, good for ordinary contracts, and understood 
to be of good character. He told me that some young men in the neighborhood came 
to him and borrowed his gun and his son's pistol. They were neighbors' boys, and he 
loaned them the arms they wanted ; and a few weeks after that a very large crowd 
went there — some thirty or forty in number. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Had the arras that had been borrowed been returned in the mea^i time? 

Ansicer. No, sir; the arms had not been returned. They whipped him very badly, 
and also whipped his wife, inflicting injuries nyon her from which he says she never 
will recover ; they dragged her down the steps of the house, inflictihg a very severe 
wound on her back, and injuring her legs. I have seen her, but I have not talked with 
her about it ; I have talked with him. 

Question. Were the men who did that in disguise ? , 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was said to him by them ? 

Answer. They spoke something of his i^olitical course ; but the most prominent reason 
they seemed to allege was that ho" had helped this same man McGahey. By the way, 
I ought to have stated sooner, that in consequence of what happened to his wife, 
McGahey the next day took the tracks of the parties in the snow. There was snow 
upon the ground at the time. Mrs. McGahey said that she knew one of the men very 
well ; that in the struggle the mask w.'is removed from his face, and she recognized 
him as a person she knew. In consequence of what she said, he followed the young 
man to his father's house and shot and killed him. For that he was indicted at our 
court, but lied. 

By Mt. Blair : 
Question. Who; McGahey? 
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Answer, Yes, sir ; I do not know -where lie lias gone, but lie left the country soon after 
the killing, there being a bill of indictment out against him ; and last fall his wife 
moved away. The crowd accused Hawkins of moving McGahey's wife frooii the 
country; he said they told him so. And they mentioned other men in the community 
where she had lived, who they said had participated in* her going away, and they said 
they were going to visit them. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pol^vkd :) 
Question. What reason did they allege against McGahey ? 
Answer. Because he had visited one of their friends. 

Question. I mean on the occasion of their first visit to him, when they abused his. 
wife ? 

Answer. They said they were going to kill him and his son. 
Question. For what? 
Answer, They did not state. 
Question. They gave no reason ? 

Ansiver. I never heard any reason stated that they gave. On the next day his wife 
told him that she knew one of the parties to bo a son of Randal DePriest ; that in the 
seuffle the covering of his face got turned up, and she knew his beard ; that she had 
known him all his life, and was satisfied that it was Decatur DePriest. He followed 
the track of the party down to Randall DePriest's house, called Decatur to the door, 
and then shot him and killed him. He then fled the country. That was in February, 
1870 ; and I think it was in October that Mrs. McGahey left the coui^ry with her 
children ; and these parties accused Harwkins of aiding Mrs. McGahey in some way te 
leave the country. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. What was the nature of the whipping that they gave Itawkins ? 

Answer. He was whipped with sticks and switches, his hodj lacerated, his skin cut 
and mangled ; he was bruised and scarred from his knees to his oeck, on his breast and 
face. 

By Mr. Coburn : ' 
Question. Did you see him? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw him some weeks after he had been whipped ; I saw on him a 
great many spars and bruises, having the appearance of being produced by switches 
and hickories. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Did they strip him ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, and whipped his naked back with switches. 
Question. Did they tie him ? 

Ansicer. I never heard him state whether they did or not. 
■ Question. How long did they w^hip him ; how many lashes ? 

Answer. I think he says they must have given him two hundred lashes ; he says he 
did not count them, and he did not know that they counted. He said they whix)ped 
him vei^y severely ; and when I saw him some weeks afterwards his body had the ap- 
pearance of having been very severely whipped and bruised. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. State the next case in order of time of w^hich you heard. 

Answer. Just before that time a large crowd of disguised persons went to the resi- 
dence of Colonel John Logan, which is just in the edge of Cleveland County. But 
Colonel Logan at that time was in the State of Tennessee on some business. He has a 
colored man who lives with him. His white family consists of three daughters. The 
girls were at home ; and the colored man and his family were in their house. They 
did not go into the house of the white people, but they Avent into the colored man's 
house and committed a robbery there, took a gun and a watch or watches ; there were 
several negroes there who worked on Colonel Logan's farm ; they also took some money. 
They told tliis boy Caisar that he must quit voting the republican ticket any more. 
They caught one colored man and took him out to whip him, as they said j as they 
were taking him out he broke away from them and run, aud they fired quite a number 
of pistols at him, and shot him in the hip, inflictin^j a flesh wound from which he hag 
recovered. He left there and came up to the town of Rutherfordton. 

Question. Was there any allegation made by them against these colored men ? ' 

Answer. They told them it was for voting the republican ticket. Soon after that 
they met a colored man named Martin Parsons. Martin said he had been making 
some wooden vessels to sell in his wagon ; he had been in that way for several weeks, 
and had some twelve or fifteen dollais. He had been gone some four or five days on 
his peddling trip, and was returning at night. It was very dark, and the first he 
knew his beast stopped; he tried to drive it on, but it would not go. He began to 
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look, and inado out to see that somebody had hold of the bridle. lie then looked about 
uim and saw that he was perfectly surrounded by persons, who told him to give n\) 
his money. It was dark, and lie was in a dark place in the road. Ho gave uj) his 
money and they told him he mu.st not talk about it. He said he went along home. He 
said that in the course of three or four weeks it began to be rumored about the com- 
munity that he had told of tlii^ thing. One night, as he was asleep in his house, a 
crowd of men in disguise came*n and took him out some distance and wliippi^d him 
for telling tales, as they said, that he ought not to have told. They said to him that he 
was a mean fellow, and must leave that community; that he was\naking ii great deal 
of money on Mr. Byars's land, and w 6uld not vote with Mr. Byars, but voted with the 
Scoggiuses. 

Question. What is the politics of Byars ? 

Ansiver. Conservative or democratic; we understand it to be all the same down 
there. I believe they always write it democratic conservative." 
Question. They charged that he did not vote with Byars f 

Answer. Yes, sir; that he was making a great deal of money on Byars's land, and 
did not vote with liim, but that he voted with the Scogginses. 
Question. Scoggins was a republican? 

Ansuer. Yes, sir. They asked him if he was not a brother of Scoggins. He said no — 
that Scoggins was a white man. They said they knew that, but they were brothers. 
Question. What did they do with him that night? 

Ansiver. They whipped him some—^not so badly as they have whipped a great many. 
He said that 'one fellow had him by the arm, and he broke away from him and got into 
some woods. Soon after that, in March, when'he had gone up to court to pay his tax, 
he says they went to his house and whipped his wife and mother most cruelly, so much 
so that his wife was insensible for some time. They did not allege any cause for that. 
They calne and inquired for him, and the women told them that he had gone to town 
to pay his taxes, and then they w hipped them. His mother is quite an old woman. 

By Mr, Pool : 
Question. Are they white people ? 

Anstver, No, sir ; black peo^de. He has left his crop there now. 
By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 

Question, Did these men make any allegation against him, other than you have 
stated ? 

Answer, None in' the world. He is as good a colored man as there is in North 
Carolina. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. When did this occur ? 

Answer. In February and March. The first was in February, I think. He is rather 
a prominent character in religious matters, I understand ; is a class-leader, or some- 
thing of that sort. I have employed him some since he came to town. He was with- 
out means, and had to work ; and I have hired him to do work in my garden, and have 
found him industrious and honest. - 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. There is no allegation against him ? 
Anstver. I think not ; I think he stands fair with everybody. 
Question. State any other occurrence of the kind in its order. 

Anstve7\ I might go on, by refreshing my memory, and relate instances of that kind 
for a long time. I think that in the last six months I have heard of sixty or eighty 
or a hundred caSes of a similar character, some in regard to white persons, but mostly 
in. regard to- black persons. 

By ;Mr. Pool: 
Question. In your county? 
Anstver. Yes, sir j in my county. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Have all these persons, both colored and white, who have been visited and 
punished in this way, so far as you know, been republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know of no person who votes the democratic ticket having been 
abused in this way ; I do not remember to have heard of any. On my return home, 
about court week, the spirit of the people seemed to be very bad about our court. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. When was that ? 

Ansiver. The term commenced on the fourth Monday in March. There seemed to be 
a recklessness, a want of regard for the court and the law. There seemed to be a dispo- 

\ 
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sition to get np a row ; I really feared there would bo one. One young man fired a 
pistol at a negro right in the street in the court-yard, during court time. Ho was on 
his horse when he lired, and rode off. The sheriff with a i^osse pursued him to the 
South Carolina line, where he gave up the chase. I heard it threatened thdt if the 
sheriff caught him he would be taken out of his hands. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, Did this young man live in your place ? 
Ansioer, He lived in the southern part of the county. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Did you hear that the sheriff was waylaid ? 

Answer. The sheriff stated to me that he heard there was a party out that night look- 
ing for him. One of the jurors who was summoned — a colored man, who has served on 
a jury there once or more — I remember to have seen him on a traverse jury once : I do 
not know but ho has been on a grand jury ; I know he had been a juror once bciore — 
he was summoned and failed to come ; he sent word to the conrt that he was afraid to 
come ; that the Ku-Klux were very numerous in his neighborhood, and they had sent 
him word by some colored jjeople — by some they had whipped, and by others they had 
not whipped— that if he went to court they would kill him ; that he was a good fel- 
low, and they would not trouble him if he staid at home, but if he went to court they 
would kill him. He did not come, and a fine was entered, against him. 

Question, AVhat can you say about the bad state of feeling during the term of the 
court? 

Answer. I heard a great deal of insolent talk about the court. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Qnestion. By whom ? 

Answer. By young men of the conservative party principally. I Avill instance one 
case to show what I mean : Oue man had just gone before the clerk to prove his at- 
tendance a witness. He folded up the ticket, and said it would not be worth a groat, 
or something of that sort. Said he, "Wo Ku-Klux will break up this whole damned 
thing before this is paid." 

By ISIr. Blair : 
Question. What is his name ? 

Answe)'. His name is Whiteside. ^ ^ 

Question. What is his first name ? 

Ansiver. He is one of the boys of Washington Whiteside, who is dead ; I know the 
boys, but I do not know their first names. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Where is his home ? 

Answer. In the western part of the county. I heard a number of remarks of a similar 
character. Mr. Plato Durham was there at court. I did not hear him say a word 
about Ku-Klux. He gave very little attention to court. But I can tell you what I |)e- 
lieve : I believe he was active in initiating and forwarding this organization iu my 
town. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Ansicer. In Shelby, Clevelalid County. He came there on Monday, and staid there 
four days. If he transacted any business, it was merely probate business — filing a mo- 
tion or' something of that sort. He occasionally took a seat in the bar, but most of 
the time he was out. I speak from nothing definite, but from general occurrences. 
My opinion is, that he was there to further and complete this organization. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Is he a member of the legislature ? 

Answer. He was a member, but Colonel McAfee is the present member. This state- 
meat I make about Mr. Durham is based on my belief. 

By the Chairman, (I^Ir. Poland :) 
Question. Tliat is your judgment, from what you saw ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. ' 

By Mr. Pool : n 
Question. Is he a leading democrat in that section ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a very bitter one, and a very intelligent man. He has been a candi- 
date for Congress thm-e, and claimed to be really elected, last summer was two years 
ago. I believe Mr. Jones was seated ; but it was a close count. Mr. Durham waa 
nominated again last year ; but it was thought by his party friends that he had better 
not run. They called a meeting, and he declined to run on the ground that he was 
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banned by the fourteenth aniendmont. lie is a loading man, and a very sensible man, 
and capable of doing a great deal of good or harm, just as ho is disposed. 

By the Chairiman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Qimiion. After the court was over you returned to Raleigh? 

Ansiv€)\ Yes, sir; and the legislature adj(J[irned a few days after my return. I went 
home immediately, and arrived home on Saturday night. The legislature adjourned 
on Thursday night, the Gth of April, and I arrived at home on Saturday, the 8th. On 
Styiday morning I received news of a very shocking outrage in the lower part of the 
county, about ten miles from the village, on Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff. 

Question, State the substance of that transaction. 

Answer. Well, sir. Judge Logan had started to go to Cleveland County to hold court 
there ; Monday, the lOrh of April, was to be the first day of the term. He was met at 
the edge of the county by the daughter of Mr. Biggerstaff, who told him that she 
thought jier father had been murdered, that he would die of his wounds, and she 
asked the judge to come back to town. lie turned back. She made a statement which 
caused him to issue a warrant and send for the sheriff to summon quite a number of 
men. I was summoned among others. I went to Mr. BiggcrstatFs on Monday. He is 
a man about sixty or sixty-five years of age. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Is ho a white man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is quite an aged man, and his hair is very white ; he is a farmei*; 
I found him the most shamefully abused piece of human flesh I ever saw. 

By the Chairman, (Mr, Poland :) 
Question. Describe his appearance. 

Ansu-e7\ There were some bruises about his face, not very many ; but from his face 
to his feet the surface of his body was literally cut to pieces. Some places on his back 
had the appearance — well, I do not know how it could have been done, but there were 
indentions iu his flesh to some depth. IJis whole body was inflamed, and almost black 
with bruises and bleeding wounds. On his back, sides, legs, down to his feet, the sur- 
face was all cut in pieces. He said he thought two of his ribs were broken. I know 
that he had a diflSculty in breathing, and ho was very much prostrated. He was not 
sitting uj) exactly, and he said he could not lie down. They had him propped up with 
pillows. He told us what had occurred. 

Question. Give the substance of his statement. 

Answer. He says they came there about midnight ; his daughter said she counted 
forty of them, and there were a great many in the road she did not attempt to count j 
that the road seemed to bo full of men and horses. 

Question. Were the men disguised ? 

An8U'ei\ They were masked. • 
Question. Were they armed ? 

Ansicer. They were armed with guns and pistols. They brought such a pressure 
against his door as to cause the facing to give way to which the hinges were attached ; 
I saw the door in that condition on Monday. They found the old man in bed, and 
they pulled him out of bed and dragged him out into the road in front of the house. 
There they beat him with hickories and kicked him with their feet for a long time, 
and then brought him back into the house. They spoke about his politics, and also 
of his harboring McGahey ; they said that he was a bad man, and all such as that. 
One of them said they had not given him enough,- and then they took him out the 
second time, and he says they beat him very severely. He says they put a bottle or 
something on his head and applied fire to it, and it exploded with a noise like a gun. 
He said it produced a very painful feeling iu his head ; and I noticed that his hair 
was burned some. He said he did not know what was iu the bottle. 

Question. Something that exploded ? 

Ansxmr. Yes, sir. They also struck his daughter, w^ho is the widow of a deceased 
soldier ; her husband was killed in the confederate army. She has one little girl some 
nine or ten years of age, a bright, intelligent little girl, They struck her a great deal ; 
whipped her about the shoulders. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. The little girl ? 

Answer. No, the mother of the little girl, a white lady. She said they told her they 
whipped her for being a witness against them. She was a witness against some x>ar- 
ties in a forcible trespass case, which has not yet been decided. 

By the Chairman, (]\Ir. Poland :) 

Question. She had never testified, but was expected to be a witness? 

Answer. She was known to be a witness ; she had attended court as a witness, Sho 
said they asked her if I had returned home, and she told them that she did not know, 
They said their purposS was to kill Judge Logan, Mr. Carpenter, and myself. 
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QucsUon, Is that the Mr. Cari^enter who is the editor of a paper in Rutherfordton? 
Ansicei\ Yes, sir; the Rutherford Star. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Is it a republican paper ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Mr. Biggerstaff and his daughter both told me that the men said 
they would kill us, and they seemed to believe it ; they seemed to be very uneasy 
about it, and had no doubt, from what they said that they w^ould kill either of us 
they could find, but I did not myself think much about it. We an^ested a number of 
the men, not all that were charged, for we did not find aU of them. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poi^^^d :) 
Question, Are you acquainted with Mr. Biggerstaff ? 
Ansiver. I have known him ever since I lived in that county. 
Question. What is his character as a man ? 

Answer, I know nothing in the world against him ; he is a man of good character, 
so far as t know. He is a very talkative man ; if he heard to-day that the Ku-Klux 
were going to come about him, he would vow that he would shoot them ; he is a very 
loud-talking man. 

Question, Is he republican in politics ? 

Answe7\ Yes, sir, a very decided republican. He participated very largely in aiding 
Union prisoners to escape through that country during the war. There were a great 
many Union prisoners confined at Columbia, South Carolina, during the war. There 
was a military field there, a piece of ground upon which they kept the Union soldiers ; 
there was no protection or shelter for them, and no walls around the place. I have 
Been some of them, and they said there was no trouble in escai)ing ; that some of the 
guards would get together and go to playing cards, and they could escape quite easily. 
Quite a number passed through our part of the country. I saw a great many of them, 
and anybody who was friendly toward the Union people could see them. 

Question, And Biggerstafi* helped them? 

Answer, Yes, sir. ^ 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Did they have a Union society there called the Red Strings? 
Answer. At that time ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer, They had one called Heroes of America, and Biggerstaff belonged to the 
society. 

Question. Was that a society to aid Union soldiers to escape ? 

Ansicer. I never had any instructions in the society, but my understanding was that 
it was in the interest of the Union soldiers. When the Union army came into that 
country 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. 1 think you had better go on with your narrative, and put in the exjilana- 
tions afterward. 

Ansiver. I have heard a number of Mr. Biggerstaff's neighbors, who have lived there 
for twenty and thirty years, say that he is a man of good character ; and I have heard 
his political opponents swear to the same thing in court; that they knew nothing 
against his character, except that he was a talky, threatening kind of man. 

Question. Some men were arrested for this, aud a prosecution was commenced ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about twenty were arrested, I suppose. There were others named 
in the warrant. Judge Logan had them at the court-hol^se, with a guard about t hem 
to keep them from getting away, and he had the sheriff actively engaged in arresting 
more, and a few others were obtained. On Wednesday morning lie held them all to 
bail in a bond of $500 each, to appear before him at a given time, and also to keep the 
peace, particularly towards Biggerstaff, and towards all people generally, and they 
were then discharged. Then a warrant was issued, on tho application of Mrs. Norvill, 
the daughter of Biggerstaff; it was issued by United States Commissioner Shaffer, at 
Raleigh. The deputy marshal came up there with a small detuchiuent of soldiers, 
eight or ten, and arrested some of the same parties over again, secured some twelve or 
fifteen more. There was no commissioned officer along, and the sergeaut vsaid liistime 
was out, and he would go back without waiting to arrest all named in the warrant. 
They started back by the way of Cherry ville, the depot of the western terminus of the 
Wilmington, Charlotteville, and Rutherford railroad. The marshal said it was his duty 
to return the prisoners before the first United States commissioner he could find ; he 
said that he was going to carry them to Charlotte, North Carolina, to be tried before 
the United States commissioner there. He summoned Mr. Bhggerstaff, his wife and 
daughter, to be at Cherry ville the next day, to take the train at 12 o'clock. They got 
into a wagon to go there, and took along with them a young Mr. Biggerstafi", a 
nephew of Mr. Biggerstaff, and a Mr. Holland, who, I believe, is a son-in-law of 
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Mr. Biggerstaff. They went on in their Tvagon until after dark, by ^vhich time 
they had got into Clevehind County. The soldiers and the prisoners had gone on 
ahead. Mr. Biggerstaff and his family stopped at night on the roadside, as is the 
custom of the people in that country when traveling. They stopped at a new 
cabin that was being bnilt there. The young lady, being very much frightened 
at the Ku-Klux, refused to stay at the camp, because she had an impression they 
would be attacked that night, and she w^ent off into the woods by herself. The 
old man, who was very much crippled, remained in the wagon. The others of the 
party went into the little cabin that was being built there. The vragou was placed 
close by the house, and a fire was built on the ground. During the night a crowd came 
there, .some in disguise, but most not in disguise, with arms, and surrounded the house 
and the wagon. When they went into the house they struck Mr. Holland on the face 
with a gun and knocked him down. The old lady says that he remained insensible foi 
some time. They pulled the old gentleman out of the wagon and threw him down on 
the ground, breaking his left arm. They then took the rope he drove his mules with 
and tied it about his neck and made him runoff with them into the woods, saying they 
were going to hang him, because he had promised them before that he would say 
nothing about what had been done to him ; instead of that, he had told of it, and had 
their friends arrested, and now, they said, they were going to hung him for it. He said 
that finally, while they were in the woods, they concluded that they would go back 
and kill the whole of them. Holland was able to stand up by this time, and they took 
him, the old lady, and young Biggerstaff out of the house — young Biggerstaff was a. 
one-armed confederate soldier, a brave man, not a coward by any means — they took 
them out and placed them in the road, as they said, ready to shoot them. About that 
time one of the mules became excited and commenced making a noise, and the men 
turned to look at him. As they were looking away, young Biggerstaff broke and ran, 
and they fired at him ; but they did not hit him, and he got away. They then said, 
" We have played hell now," and upon that ceased to abuse any of the party, but told 
them to go back to their homes, and not to say anything about this. They told them 
they could go home and stay there in peace if they said nothing about what had been 
done there that night. The next morning their mules w^ere gone, but they did not see 
those parties take them away. They also repeated their threats against Judge Logan 
and myself that night. 

Question, Did they say* to these people what would be done to them in case they did 
not do as they directed them ? 

Anmver. Yes ; they said they would kill them if they ever told what had happened ; 
that they must not even go to the court for which they had started, and must not tell 
what had been done for any consideration whatever. They returned to town, the old 
gentleman being very sick. The marshal returned his warrant at Shelby, finding a 
commissioner there. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, What did they mean when they said they had " played hell when young 
Biggerstaff got away ? 

Answer. My impression is that the parties all knew each other, and these parties 
were aware that young Biggerstaff knew them perfectly. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, They made use of that expression when he escaped ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. They meant that some one had gone who could tell who they were ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir j that is my impression. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, They were not in disguise, all of them ? 

Answer. Some were; not all. That case was continued in Cleveland, for the reason, 
that Mr. Biggerstaff could not go. They summoned him to go to Cleveland, in fact 
sent a capias lor him, but the doctor said 

Question. The United States commissioner at Shelby ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the United States commissioner at Shelby sent a capias to compeL 
Biggerstaff and his daughter to go and testify before him. Two physicians examined 
the old man, and certified that he was unable to go. While they were fixing that up,, 
the woman ran away and took to the woods. She was very much frightened, and said 
it was a plan to have them killed, and that she would not go, and she did not go. L 
have seen very little of her since. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. PoLi^nd :) 
Question. What became of the men who were arrested I 
Answer. They were bound over to appear on the 25th of July. 
Question, For a hearing before the United States commissioner ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; sinoe that time there has been a term of the United States court at 
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Raleigh, and Biggerstaff, his wife and daughter were summoned to appear there. A 
hill of indictment has heen found in the United States court against these parties, and 
a number of them have been arrested and are now bound over to appear before that 
court ; so that I suppose the examination before the commissioner will have the go-by. 
In consequence of the numerous troubles that we have had, and the general ruin that 
seemed to prevail in our county, we who desire to maintain the law thought we had a 
very strong intimation in the proclamation issued by the President of the United 
States, in which he enjoins upon all legal officers especially, and upon all citizens to 
aid in breaking up those bands of bad men, and to aid in putting an end to crimes of 
that kind. The commissioner of our county is a very clever man, but not of very much 
ability in the discharge of his official duties. He lives in the country, where he could 
be very easily attacked by these men, and naturally, like almost every other officer, he 
shrank from participating in anything of the kind. But some of us went to see him 
and told him that he must come out and do his duty, or else resign and let another 
person be appointed in his place, for we must have some protection ; we could not live 
along the way we had been doing. He agreed that if the testimony would justify it 
he would issue warrants for the arrest of parties, and bind them over. We then com- 
menced operations ; I was active in getting out warrants, and was appointed by this 
commissioner to examine witnesses for the prosecution of these parties. We procured 
the arrest of quite a number ; wc had arrested the men who were engaged in the sec- 
ond outrage upon Mr. Biggerstaff. After hearing the testimony for the prosecution — 
the defendants offered no testimony — they were bound in a bond of $1,000 each to 
appear before the Federal court that is to sit in the town of Marion on the third Mon- 
<lay of August. We also procured the arrest of a number of others engaged in the 
<;ases I have mentioned, and some engaged in cases I have not mentioned. 
Question, Persons charged with being engaged in these outrages f 
Answer. Yes, sir. When a person came to us and made affidavit that he had been 
outraged thus and so, and that he knew certain of the parties, we would issue a war- 
rant and have the parties brought to the town for a hearing. The commissioner dis- 
charged several of them, but quite a number were bound over ; none were put in jail ; 
he was always very kind to them, and if they could not accommodate him with a very 
^ood bond, he would accommodate them by taking such a bond as they could give, so 
as not to imprison any of them. Ever since I have been home from the legislature up 
till about the last of May, and perhaps the first of June, in consequence of the repeated 

threats I have heard of, not only by the parties I have mentioned 

Question. Threats against yourself ? 

A7isivei\ Yes, sir ; we would hear almost every day that they were going to make a raid 
on the town. And iu consequence of that Mr. Carpenter, myself, and quite a number of 
our republican friends have been iu the habit of assembling together at the court-house 
door, or at the steps of the hotel near there, with our pistols and double barrel shot- 
guns, which we" would set away in a room, and remain there until two or three o'clock 
in the morning. We continued that system of guarding our town for some weeks. I 
suppose we stopped it about the last of May or the first of June. The last whippings 
that were done near our town was of a colored man ; they whipped him on a Saturday 
night, and then again on the following Thursday night. That was within three miles 
of our town, and was the nearest they had approached to us. 

Question. What was his name ? 

Answer. His name was Granville Miller. That was the last whipping I had heard of 
in our vicinity ; I still heard of them farther off. The citizens seemed to be very 
anxious about the excited condition of things. The merchants, some of them said it 
w^as very damaging to have reports go abroad that we were guarding the town ; that 
■civil people did not like to come into town even in the daytime, when they understood 
there was anything like militia or a guard in it at night. They assured me of their 
liind regard, and said they would take me to their houses and protect me. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Were those persons members of the democratic party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They all said they had no idea that these men would molest me ; 
-that they did not believe it was anything but talk j that they did not believe anybody 
would be so foolish as to come into town and create trouble of that kind ; that they 
would use their influence against it ; that they thought I might feel safe to sleep at home, 
"but if I did not, it would give them great pleasure to let me have a room. Three or 
four of them said that ; my brother, who is a very earnest democrat, said I could sleep 
^t his house every night ; that he regretted very much to see me and others out there 
any way, guarding the t6wn. The truth is, I did not feel willing to sleep inside of 
walls anywhere where they could surround me. Wo had had a very considerable trial 
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in June ; that was the last trial we had before 
the commissioner ; there were seven young meu indicted there, mo.stly young men, 
brought up on these warrants, of which I have spoken. We went into the trial ; the 
proot was very strong by several witnesses as to four of them. One of the witnesses 
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was a Mr. Gillispie, who was visited by tliem, taken from his house, carried off some 
distance to be whipped. They tohl him they thought that two hundred lashes would make 
a good conservative of him j thai he had been , a mighty had radical for a long time, 
and they thought it was time to put a stop to it. They did not whip him, however. 
He was one of the "svitnesses. They made a sort of settlement visit of it, when they 
are out, going to several houses the same night. There were several attorneys em- 
ployed for the defense. I appeared for the prosecution, and we had quite a lively 
trial of it. We discussed several points, and, in the discussion before the coni- 
missioner, one of the attorneys appealed to the sympathies of the commissioner for 
these boys, saying that they were poor and could not give a bond ; that they were 
laboring young men, and as they could not give a bond, if it was required of 
them, they would be taken from their plows and coniined iu jail until the term of 
the court ; that it would be a great damage to have the youths of the country, the hard- 
laboring plow-boys, taken up and imprisoned in that way. He also said he could not 
see any wrong iu those boys, those youths participating in a raid like this that was 
purely political. By way of reply to that I said, that I sympathized very much with 
the youths, which I really did ; I said that one of them was a relative of mine by mar- 
riage, and that no one regretted their condition more than I did ; that no one would go 
further to release them of the difficulty and trouble they were in than I would j that I 
was very sorry to see the youths of the country plunged into this trouble ; but never- 
theless, according to the testimony they were guilty, which I very much regretted. 1 
went on as a man will when he gets to talking puljlicly in that way, and made some 
pretty strong remarks. I said it w^as very much like the rebellion ; that I believed the 
secession leaders encouraged the war of the rebellion in 1861, in which they did not 
themselves go, but pressed forward the poor plow-boys of the country, with what 
result was well known. I said that, in my judgment, it was the same thing now ; that 
the same secession leaders had organized this midnight and exceedingly dangerous 
organization, and were pushing the poor men, the laboring men, forward to commit 
these deeds, and that when the day of trial came their secession leaders would step 
behind the curtain and say I had nothing to do with it, " and leave the poor boys to 
suffer. That was the substance of my speech in reply. At least four of them were 
bound ov^, and three were discharged, the commissioner taking a very poor bond, 
as I said before. That was on Tuesday, and the Sunday following was when they made 
their attack on me. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Qiiesiion, Go on and give us an account of that. 

Ansxcer. That Sunday .was as quiet a day about Rutherfordton as ever I saw in my 
life. I rode with my wife five miles into the country to church and returned, and 
everything seemed as quiet as I had ever seen it. I heard nothing until sundown that 
could have given me any intimation of trouble, and I failed to take the intimation 
which I now suppose I then heard. 

By jSIr. Pool : 

Question. Had you ceased to keep guard in consequence of what those gentlemen had 
said to you ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we gave up keeping guard in consequence of the lull which we 
thought had taken place by reason of the arrests that had been made, and also in con- 
sequence of the assurances of those gentlemen ; w^e had done no guarding for two or 
three weeks ; we had not been out at all during that time. Each of us went home, 
and put our arms where we thought we could readily get them and use them, at least 
I did ; I thought I was very well prepared to make a defense. On Sunday evening, 
about sundown, I heard the discharge of two guns, or very large pistols, out east of the 
town, in the direction the Ku-Klux usually came from. I remarked to my wife that it was 
very strange that persons should be shooting on Sunday. She said that the boys had 
been shooting so much about there of late, that they did not care anything about the 
Sabbath, or something of that kind. I did not think of any trouble. Presently, about 
twilight, I saw some young men, living in the village, coming from the direction of the 
firing, and I supposed they had done the shooting I had heard; I never dreamed that 
the tiring was intended as a signal ; I do not now say that it was ; but I have under- 
stood that firing a gun at sundown is a signal for a meetinj^ of these men. I retired to 
bed very early that night, soon after dark, and as it was quite warm I left the windows 
of my bed-room hoisted. During the night I woke up, and it was raining very hard ; 
I got up and let down the windows. Everything was perfectly still at that time j I 
saw no lights and heard no noise, except that made by the falling rain. I laid down 
and went to sleep at once, almost instantly, I suppose. I just remember getting up 
and letting down the windows ; I do not remember lying there awake any time at all. 
The next thing I recollect was being aroused by a violent crash at the door, and also 
a regular discharge of guns and pistols, a perfect volley, making a tremendous noise. 
The idea with me just as I woke up was this : my door is a panel door, with a thick 
frame and thin panels ; my impression was that they were firing their balls through 
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tlie panels. I instantly knew it was an attack from these men ; I had no doubt ahout 
that. My impression was that they were firing through the panels of the door, and 
that there was a regular volley of balls i)assing through the entry. But for that im- 
pression, which I now think was an erroneous one, I might have made my escape from 
the house. But believing that there was a regular volley of balls being fired through 
the entry, of course I could not go through there. I told my wife to remain quiet ; 
that was all I said to her. I got out of bed intending to go across the room and get my 
gun and make the best defense I could. My door was locked with a very good lock, such 
as are commonly put on doors ; and in addition to that it was very securely propped ; 
I had placed a long piece of timber, nearly as long as the door, up uuder the top part 
of the frame of the door, and under it I had put a piece of something, raised it with a 
brick so as to make it operate upon the principle of a lever. Their custom is to rush 
against a door and burst it in ; and I had intended that plan would prevent them from 
doing so. But it turned out that they split the panels of the doors with an ax ; the ax 
was struck through the panel right against the prop, and, of course, knocked it away. 
One panel was knocked entirely out, and the other was split a great deal; and the 
piece that received the bolt of the lock was broken off. Just as I got out of bed some 
men came into my room and passed between me and where my gun was. I thought of 
jumping out of the window, but I did not know what the result might be ; my room 
was in the second story, and I did not know how many men I might find around there. 
Instantly a man said, " Strike a match ; where is the man with the matches ?" At 
that matches were lighted, making the room perfectly light, as matches will ; I think 
tw o or three were lighted. They stood there in the room, several of them, looking 
more like a man would imagine that devils would look, than you would ever suppose 
human beings would fix themselves up to look. 
Question. Were they disguised f 

Answer, Some had disguises and strange fixings over their bodies. The greatest num- 
ber had nothing to disguise them except over their heads and faces a mask, as far as I 
could understand it, with a large crown-piece, and with a very large face. The places 
where the eye-holes and the mouth were cut was bound around with some reddish 
stuff; and my idea is that there was either a Avhite strip sown on, and something 
painted, for a nose. Some had very long white beards ; one that I have examined since, 
that I saw at Raleigh, was made of the tail of a cow. I did not know what it was, but 
some of them had white beards. Some had horns which were erect ; others had horns 
which lopped over like a mule's ears, and their caps ran up to a point with tassels. 
One had a red suit out and out — a great deal like those I have seen on clowns in cir- 
cuses. There were a number of stripes on each arm ; I do not know what number ; 
something bright like silver lace, like stripes on a sergeant's sleeves. There was some- 
thing on the breast of one of them, something round, of a circular form ; he stood full 
in view of me, right before me. 

Question, Was there any elegance in the manner in which he was gotten up ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; it appeared to be a neat concern, much neater than ever I supposed 
a Ku-Klux disguise would be got up.*" I could do nothing else but look at them as they 
all stood there, after the matches were lit. Two of them came forward and said, You 
damned rascal, eome out." I began begging them to let me alone. They said, ^' Don't 
say a word ; your time has come," They pulled me where my bed-room leads into the 
entry, and there I was right in the midst of a gang of them ; the entry seemed to be 
crowded full of them. All seemed to be trying to hit me. I screamed as loud as I 
could, in order to wake up some persons about me. One person sleeps right on the 
ground of my building ; I can go into his room without stepping on the ground. The 
first floor of my building is rented for a store ; I can go down on to my x»ortico and 
step right on to the doorstep of a gentleman who sleeps in the saloon there. A little 
farther off is another neighbor. Jmd then below me and above me and on the opposite 
side of the street are persons in every house; stores, and offices, and dwellings all about 
me. One of my nearest neighbors was roused; his wife was very much frightened ; and 
they took their child out of bed, and, the lady in her night-clothes, went up town to 
her brother's, a quarter of a mile, I suppose. As I learned afterwards, they went up 
there and said there was a great insurrection of some kind ; they did not know what it 
was, but they thought the parties were after me. When I hollered they struck me 
with a pistol ; I saw the pistol in the man's hand ; it was a very large pistol. You will 
see the scar on my forehead now of the wound made by the blow ; it is very nearly 
healed now. I do not know what part of the pistol hit me. I fell down and became 
almost insensible. At the same time I think I said, " I give up." I then felt a pound- 
ing and beating in my side ; I did not know what it was. But my side is very badly 
bruised, from near the armpit down to the hip, down to the lowest ribs. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland;) 
Question. That was after you had fallen down ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; after receiving the blows in my side I suppose I was dragged ; I 
have no remembrance of getting down my stairs ; I say I was dragged, because I found 
skin bruises on my legs. 
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By Mr. Pool : 
Question, How was you dressed ? 

Answer. I had nothing in the world' on but a loose shirt that I wear at night ; I had 
no drawers on, only a shirt that came down about to ray knees. 

By the Chairmaij, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. An ordinary night-shirt ? 
Ansxcer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Nothing on your feet? 

An8ice7\ Nothing at all on but the night-shirt. Some time, either about the time I 
was down stairs, or somewhere along there, I cannot describe it exactly, I have a re- 
membrance of being asked where my pistol was and I remember I stated it was per- 
haps in a drawer in my bedroom. The first that I remember after that distinctly, and 
I continued to recollect everything very well from that time, I was in the street oppo- 
site my own gate. The men seemed to be formed on both sides of me, and one man 
had hold of each arm. They commenced firing their pistols again ; they commenced a 
regular discharge of pistols, and fairly lighted up the street with the blaze of their 
pistols ; a continuous firing all the way down the street. ' They commenced yell- 
ing ; all yelled, I suppose ; they made the most hideous screams of exultation, and said 
that they had got me at last, and they were going to kill me, a damned scoundrel. 
They asked, "Where is Logan That was the first word I remember hearing them 
speak after I was knocked down by the blow with the pistol. Judge Logan was not 
at homo at that time ; young Logan, one of the editors of the Star, was at home. I said, 
" I suppose he is in his room." They told me to run, and they started forward in a run, 
pulling me and compelling me to go along with them. I said it hurt my feet so much 
I wished they would not do that. They said I would not need my feet long ; that it 
would make no difierence. I was carried down the street until I came in front of the 
court-house. The Rutherford Star office is in rear of the court-house. Some of the 
party turned across and passed along just before the court-house, exactly in the direc- 
tion of the Star office, crying out " this is the way ; " a large majority of the crowd 
turned off in that direction. A number that I cannot state positively, not more than 
ten or twelve, went forward with me, two holding me by the arms, some before me, 
some each side of me, and I suppose some behind me. At the foot of the hill I exam- 
ined as well as I could with a view to escape ; I thought possibly I could jerk loose 
from those fellows and get away ; but I saw I was* surrounded by those men. It was 
raining very hard. They ran with me to a branch, a distance of three or four hundred 
yards. Across the branch they commenced walking up the road, and began to converse 
quite freely. They had said very little up to that point. 

Question, That was out of town ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; or rather at the edge of the town, where we consider it a road in- 
stead of a street. They commenced talking to me about my political course, and first 
about the trials. I was first asked what my profession was ; I said I was a lawyer. 
One said, " What kind of cases have you been having lately ; what cases have you on 
hand;" I said, "almost all kinds — from murder down. to assault and battery." Said 
he, "What kind of cases have you been trying lately;" I said, " W© liaveibeen trying 
some cases against the Ku-Klux." "Yes," said he, "you are very fond of that kind of 
practice ; " I said " No, not especially so ; but I was appointed by the commissioner to 
discharge a duty of that kind, and I have attempted to do it as I understand it to bo 
right." "Yes," said he, "we know something about that; and you have been making 
some very strong speeches lately ; you are in favor of hanging our leaders. Our party 
proposes to rid this country of this damned, infamous, nigger government, and you 
propose to defeat us by hanging our leaders, you damned rascal; you are in* favor of 
hanging leaders and letting the plow-boys go. Now, you are a. leader on the other side, 
and what objection can you make to your being hung, as you advocate the doctrine of 
hanging leaders," Well, I thought he was getting in on mo pretty close, sure enough. I 
knew from that they had heard what I had said ; but I replied that I had never advised 
anybody to do wrong, whether I was a leader or not. They said I had done some good 
things. Said they, "You have done some good things, which we appreciate; you had 
Carson discharged when he was. wrongfully arrested." 

Question. One of their men ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, He had been arrested ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; by mistake, by the marshal who was arresting men in the Bigger- 
staff case. The marshal had a warrant for one of the Carsons, but not for this one ; 
aud when I got to the camp I told him this was the wrong one, and he let him go. 
They said I was very good in some things, but they were going to kill mc, and if I had 
any preparation to make for another world I had better make it then. And I believed 
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it; I had no liopo for my life, unless by soiue desperate means; I talked, and 
talked, what I could ; I asked them if they would point out an act of my life in which 1 
had wronged them or any one else to the bigness of a pin, or had done a disreputable 
act, or anything that any man could condemn me for, except my politics. I said if 
they came to that I would agree that their treatment was just. He said they made 
no such charge against me ; that I was a man they liked in everything but my i)olitical 
course, which was most infamous and troublesome to them ; that I suj^ported negro 
suffrage and ne^o supremacy. In reply to that I told them that I thought they ought 
not to kill me tor that ; that it was not my act ; that the negroes received their en- 
franchisement at the hands of our Government, and that I had supported it as I desired 
to support all of the laws of the country in which I lived. They said, " Damn such 
an infamous Government, that would put ignorant negroes to rule over and control 
white men.''' And said he, "you are a white man, and are you not ashamed of your- 
self? You know that you have advocated and supported negroes being put in office 
over white men, and you can't deny it. And are you not ashamed of yourself?'' I 
told them that I had never supported a negro for office, only where I thought he was 
qualified for it. They said, " O, yes, damn you, you know a negro is not lit to rule over 
white men." I cannot state all the conversation that took place^ There was consider- 
able conversation on that subject, and in that way ; I disclaiming any intention to vio- 
late any law, or to do any wrong. I said, '^My course may be wrong ; but if I have 
done wrong I don't want to die for it ; I want to live ; I don't want to be killed for my 
politics ; if I am wrong, convince me of it, and let me live, don't kill me." They said, 
" No, there areuo such terms for you ; we know you too well ; you have done too much ; 
you need not make any such overtures to us, for there is nothing but death in store for 
you, and that very soon." This conversation occurred after we had gone up the road, 
where their horses were. We were first halted by a voice, and the man who had hold of 
my right arm answeredin some strange way^ so that I could not tell what he said. The 
other voice called out, Who have you ?" The man turned to me and told me to tell 
my name. He tried to talk all the time as if he was an Irishman. 
Question. Tried to disguise his voice ? 

Ansii'e)\ Yes, sir ; He told mo to tell my name, or he would shoot me instantly ; ho 
told me to speak it out loud, which I did. The whole crowd then raised another yell. 
A little above where this person halted us we found a parcel of men, I cannot say how 
many. There were quite a number of men there, and the most of them were holding- 
horses; the road was filled with horses. They seemed to turn the heads of three or 
four or five horses together, and then one man would hold all the bridles ; and so on 
up the road for a considerable distance. I did not go as far as there were horses; 
there were some still beyond me, but I was carried past a great many horses. And 
there were some men around there besides those holding horses. I saw a great many 
men with pistols. I did not notice any with guns ; some I noticed had belts around 
them. 

Question. Were all those men disguised ? 

Ansicer, I saw two or three who were not disguised in any way ; but while wo were 
in the town I saw none but what had their faces covered. I saw one man over there 
who had on a white disguise reaching down as far as I noticed; he was a vxry tall 
man. W^hen we arrived where the horses were and had this talk, I became very sick ; 
I felt that I should faint ; and I really think I would have fainted if I had not been 
allowed to sit down. I asked the fellow to let me sit down ; I said that I felt very 
sick, and thought that I should faint. He cursed me and said I was putting it on. 
I said no ; that my head was.bleeding very much. He said, '^It's the damned nigger 
equa lity blood that is running out, and it will do you good." But when he saw I was 
getti ng weak he let me sit down, and he squatted down and still held my arm. They 
continued their talk. One man approached mo while I was standing up ; he had a 
covering over his face, but nothing over his body. He said to me, " O, you damned 
rasctil, will you believe a nigger's testimony to-night as quick as you would a white 
man's ?" And then I knew who the man was, for in one of the trials this same man, 
in the same voice and in the same way, had said to me that I would believe a nigger 
quicker than a white man ; and I said no, that I would believe him only when he was 
telling the truth. , 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. *Who was he ? 

A7i8tver, John Goode. But when they as>ed me if I knew them, I told them I did 
not, and I appealed to my Maker to witness She fact that I did not know them ; although 
I did know some of them. 

Question. Why did you do that ? 

Answer. Because I knew it would cut off my chance to escape, if I said I knew any of 
them. This abuse and conversation and threatening were kept up, I would say, foi 
thirty minutes ; I judge that from the length of time I was gone from home, more than 
I do from any exact remembrance of the time, I could occasionally hear shouts and 
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screams of men over in town, and tlio firing of great uiimljeis of pistols. Presently 
tbey all camo up who had remained over in town and had gone in the direction of the 
Star office. When they came up to the crowd a voice called for the prisoner. This 
man bade me get up, and 1 rose, and they led me to a little man, who had one of those 
things on his head, and he had on an India-rubber riding coat. It was raining all the 
time I was out, raining very hard, and it was very dark, but I had then been out in 
the dark until I could see pretty well. The little man told mo ho was the chief of that 
command, and I think the first thing ho said to me, after telling me that, was : " Where 
did you say Judge Logan was ?" I said, " I did not speak of Judge Logan ; he is not at 
home." He said : You are a damned liar; you said he was in his room." I said : " No, 
sir. I meant to say that Robert Logan was in his room ; Judge Logan is not at home, 
he is down in Cabarras, at his court." He then commenced telling me how mean I had 
been in supporting the republican party, and advocating principles that gave negroes 
the right to vote and hold office; and asked me if I did not know that the Constitution, 
as they had it before the negroes Avere free, was better. I told him that very likely it 
was better ; that I had never said it w^as not better, but that the one we had was law- 
ful,'*and I had been supporting it. He said : " It will not be lawful long, we are going 
to break up that damned, infamous thing, and we are going to kill all men like you 
Avho advocate and support any such Government or Constitution." I said : " You will 
have a big task; the Government is very strong. I have been supporting it with a 
great deal of respect, and I may be wrong in it." He said: ^' We know all about that ; 
we know our duty, and we will perform it. I have come hero to-night with positive 
orders to take your life ; it has been decreed in camp. We can get rid of you to-night, 
and we know how to get rid of just such men as you." He talked some minutes about 
that subject^ and then said: "Who are the traitors to our interest in this county? 
There are seven traitors. Who are they ?" 

Question. Did he seem to be a man of intelligence ? 

Ausicer, Yes, sir. He seemed to be a sensible man, and asked questions and made 
answers like a man of good sense. 

Question. Did he appear to be an educated man ? 

Ansicei\ I think he was ; he appeared to be a man of fair education. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Did you know him ? 

Answer. I did not, and do not now. He was a small man, and had a very pleasant voice. 
He spoke his words sensibly, and put his questions to me in a sensible way. After he 
had said a great many things to me, he said, " There are seven traitors to our interest 
in this county, and you know every one of them ; ycu must tell to-night who they are." 
I said ^' I do not know any man who is a traitor to your cause." He said, " You do; you 
have said things that make us know that you do know something ; and now you must 
tell it." I said, " What remarks I have made about the Ku-Klux have been because I 
have judged in a general way from talk I have heard; and I have talked it as I under- 
stood it to be." He said, " No, that will not do, Hasn't Downey been talking to you ?" 
I said, "No, sir; never on that subject in his life." Said I, "I have heard that Mr. 
Downey told some tales about your order some time ago, and from his talk I have 
talked; not from his talk to me, but from his talk to other persons." He said, "Was 
that J eff Downey ?" I said, " Yes, sir." Ho said, " We know him, and will attend to his 
case ; we will do our duty toward him." 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Did he say Downey was a member of their order ? 

Answer. Yes, sir : they said they knew him, that he Avas a member, and they would 
attend to him. He then said, " We want to know the other six, and you must tell us 
about them." I told him that I did not know any other man I said, "There is some 
other source of information from which I have talked very freely ; there was a man 
from Gaston county up here teaching a school, and he told somebody." I did not tell 
them how it came to me, because they did not ask me, though I knew, " He told a 
great deal about your organization, and camps," I said, "and a great many 
things; but I do not remember the man's name." I have heard it since then, 
but I did not remember it that night. He said, "Is that all you know about it." 
I said, "It is." Another thing ho said to me: "Were you not a member of 
tho Union League?" I said, "I was." He said, "were you not very active in help- 
ing to organize leagues ?" I said, " I was. " He said, " Now state what oath you took I" 
I said, " It has been so long since I have seen the oath or repeated it that I do not 
think I can state it verbatim ; but I will give you the substance of the oath, as I re- 
member it to-night." He said, " We have got you on that point ; now state it correctly, 
for we are posted, we have got it ; and if you don't state it correctly we will catch 
you." I went on to state the oath as I remembered it, in substance, not the exact 
form of it ; what I understood to be the oath in the Union League. He said, " Very 
well ; that is all right." He then said, " What will you give if I discharge you without 
further injury ?" I said, " I will give you anything I have in the world ; I have'noth- 



120 - CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



ing out here, as you see, nothing hut my shirt." Said he, Have you not your drawers 
on ?" I said, ^' No." He said, " I heg your pardon ; I didn't know that." I said, any- 
thing that I have in my house, or anything that helongs to me, I will give you most 
cheerfully, if you will turn me loose, and let me go to my home." Said he, " Where is 
old Biggerstaff ? " I said, " I don't know where he is." He said, '^O, there is no use 
in telling me a damned lie ; you do know where he is ; you have harhored him in your 
house." I said, "No, I havn't ; when he was up here a while ago he staid a night or 
two at my house ; but since then he has moved here, and he has not been at my house 
since, because he is not able to go out." He said, " I will tell you what I will do now ; 
if you will go and find old Biggerstaff and show him to me, I will turn you loose." I 
said, " Man, I don't know how I could do that ; it would not be fair in principle, in 
the first place, and in the next place it would be out of my power to find him." He 
said, " You can do that ; your life is sweet, and if you can save it by showing us where 
he is, you ought to do it." I said, " I will tell you where he is." I was right smart in 
for a trade just about then, I can tell you. I did not expect that they could get him, 
for I thought he had run oft\ I said, " He is in the old hotel near the court-house." He 
said, " We have searched there for him ; in what room does he stay ?" I said, " I have 
seen him in several rooms. He said " Is not there a store-room in which he stays?" I 
said, "Yes; I have known him to sleep there several nights when he was afraid of 
you fellows." He said, " We broke that open, but we could not find him ; is not there 
a cellar there ?" I said, " I suppose there is, but I do not know where the entrance is." 
Said he, "Can you find it?" I said, " I suppose I can." Said he, " How many of you 
men will go back with this man and find Biggerstaff and then let this man loose ? " 
They qbjected to that, and said that he had come there with orders to kill me, and that 
lie should do it and let them be off. One of them said " Don't you turn the damn 
rascal loose ; he says he don't • know any of us, but if you turn him loose he will go 
right off and swear to every one of us ; and he will go off to Washington, in less than 
a week, and have the troops here and play hell with us, and have every ope of us taken 
up ; damn him, kiU him now we have got him." The little man said, " Remember our 
oath; justice, and humanity.?' I think he repeated that three times. He said, " Here 
is a man who promises a great deal; I have heard him ask you all here to-night to 
charge him with any wrong-doing, except his political course, and you have failed to 
do it ; you have nothing against him. Now let us talk about this thing." They 
answered him by saying : " Every damned rascal we get hold of promises as fair as he 
does." The man said, " This fellow is a different kind of man ; you say so yourselves ; 
if he makes you a promise, I believe he will keep it." And then he again said, " Re- 
member your oath ; justice, and humanity." I think he referred to that three or four 
times. They were loud and clamorous in their protestations against letting mo go, 
and declared that I must be killed. One man, on a horse, declared that I should be 
killed. This chief man placed four men in a circle right around me and said, " Don't 
shoot here ; you will shoot friends." He then talked with me again about Biggerstaff, 
and asked if I could not go and find him. Said he, " Our friends have had him twice, 
and he has promised us both times that he would not tell, and said that he did not 
know us, and both times he has gone right off', as soon as he could get to the officers, 
and sworn against us and brought us into trouble ; " and then he said to me, " Do you 
know that our camps have lately all been assembled, and that wo have taken a fresh 
oath to the effect that we will kill every man who swears against us in the United 
States courts ? " I said that I did not know that. Ho said, "It is a matter of fact. 
Now Biggerstaff has testified so, not only once but twice, and he has got some of our 
friends into a heap of trouble, and we will have to kill him. If he leaves this State and 
goes to another State, all we have to do is to send a decree to another camp there, 
and they will kill him. And you may as well show us where he is, so that we can kill 
him, for we are bound to kill him anyhow." I said, " If you desire, I will go and show 
you the lofts and stables." I confess there was considerable temptation to try and find 
the old man. I said, " He has gone into the woods, probably, and we can't find him." 
At this time the clamor was again raised to kill me, and some fellows came up to those 
men who were around me, and poked their pistols over into my face ; and I began to 
think that this little chief would not be able to do much for me. One of them put his pis- 
tol into my face, and said, " These are the tools we work on damned radicals with." The 
little chief told them to go away, and said, " Where is the chief of Horse Creek camp ?" 
They said, " He is gone up the road." He said, " Is there no officer here ?" Some voice 
replied, I think, that there was a second. He then said to him, " Damn you, take 
charge of your men, and command them if you have any command over them. I was 
given this command, and I will be respected. You are the worst men I ever saw." 
He then renewed his conversation with me about finding Biggerstaff. The men 
seemed graduallj- to go away ; I did not notice their going much, for I was paying very 
good attention to the chief, and closely engaged in talking with him, and trying to 
make some terms with him. I discovered after a while that the men had all gone out 
of sight, except this chief, and the four men stationed around me. One of them had 
»no disguise at all, except that he had beard all over his face. He was a man about my 
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o^vn height, hut I did not know him. I looked at him good, his clothes, his shape, his 
face, which I could see very well ; of course I could not see his features. Then there 
was one who had on a white outfit stood hy me ; then there was another one of them, 
and one sat on his horse. I think the same man who caught hold of me in my room 
was the same man who was on the horse. I thought it was the same voice. After the 
men had all gone out of sight, the chief said to me, "These fellows want to kill you 
very hadly, hut I want to save you if I can. I have an absolute order to take your life 
to-night. But I will tell you something about our rules. We may he ordered to go 
and whip a man, to give hira a certain number of lashes ; and ho may behave in such 
a way as to justify our taking his life. Then we may he ordered to take a man's life ; 
but if he behaves so as to justify us we may spare him. I think you ought to be spared, 
and I want to do it, and I will do it if I can control these men, though they seem to be 
very ambitious toward you, and I think entirely too much so. You know most of 
these men, I think, if you could see their faces, for they are men you are acquainted 
\Yith. But you don't know me ; you never saw me until to-night ; I have heard of you, 
and my friends know you well. I think from the talk I have had with you to-night 
that they are mistaken about you. If you will stop supporting the damned radical 
party I think you will be all right, and I should like to know you in our order." I 
said to him, "I have no disposition to be in anything political hereafter; I only want 
to live." I felt very friendly toward him, and after the crowd had gone away I felt 
safe ; I did not believe then I would be harmed ; my mind was collected, and I looked 
at them as closely as I could. 
Question. Did he tell you where he was from ? 

Answer, The chief said that he and the man without any disguise were from South 
Carolina. Before we parted ho said I must furnish information as to where old Big- 
gerstaff had gone. Said he, If he leaves the State you will know it, or if he moves 
into another part of North Carolina you will know it; and you must let us know, for 
that is one of the conditions upon which you are to be discharged. Get in your buggy 
next Saturday morning and go to Cowpens battleground in South Carolina." That is 
where a battle was fought, near King's Mountain, in the old revolutionary w^ar. I 
said, " Stranger, I can't do that; lam afraid to travel down that road; I have not 
gone down that direction this spring." He said, "I will make It all right; I will fix it 
all for you now if you will go, so that you will be in no danger, and you may go where 
you please." I said, "I wish you would excuse me from that trip; I am too much 
wounded, and I don't believe you can fix it so that I will be safe." Then the man 
on the horse said, " I can fix it ; do you know where Mrs. Cox's shop is, out on the 
road?" I said, "Oh, yes." 

Question. A blacksmith's shop ? 

Answe?'. Yes, sir ; about two miles out on the same road where we were then. I 
said, " I know that very well." "He said, " Next Saturday nighf, at nine o'clock, do 
you meet us there and give us this information, and tell us "whether Judge Logan has 
come home or not." Well, the little chief sanctioned that arrangement and said, "That 
will do ; I can't be there ; I would like very much to meet this man again, for I like him 
very much ; though I came here to kill him to-night, I would like to meet him again, 
for I like him very much." He said this to the men, and also said, " Now you must go 
home; but you must meet him disguised, all of you, remember that." We talked about 
several things. He said to me, "Are you going: to keep your promise ? I have saved 
your life here to-night ; but I can kill you now, or turn you loose." I said, " I believe 
you have saved my life ; and if you are ever in trouble and have any need of my assist- 
ance in any way, and you know that I can render you any service, let me know in some 
way that I am under obligation to you, and there is nothing on earth I can do that I 
will not do for you ;" and I felt it then, and I do yet. I will do anything for that fel- 
low, though he came as the leader of that band. He said, " Let us have this all un- 
derstood ; do you promise here now to be a tme friend to the Southern cause ?" I made 
an evasive answer, though I was willing to say " yes. " I answered in this way, which 
is the truth : I said, " Yes, sir ; I will hereafter be a true friend of " Southern men." That 
was my answer. He said " Southern cause," but I said " Southern men," which he 
accepted as an answer to his proposition. He then said, "Will you promise to take no 
part in the campaign against the convention ?" We have a proposition in North Caro- 
lina to call a convention to change the constitution. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. That proposition is pending now before the people ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, and the election is to take place the first Thursday in August. He 
said, " I know the course you pursued in the legislature on that question. Will you 
promise to take no part in' the campaign against calling a convention in this State?" 
I made the promise very readily that I would take no part in the campaign. He asked 
me why I opposed this convention bill so strenuously in the legislature. To that I 
replied that Mr. Carson, who was the conservative candidate, and myself representing 
the republican party, both said to the people that we were opposed to a convention. 
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That came out by my charging on Carson that his party was in favor of changing the 
constitution, and he denied it emphatically ; and he said to the people that he was 
opposed to changing the constitution at that time. 
Question. He said that in the canvass ? 

Answ€)\ Yes, sir ; and both parties an our county having voted for men who had 
pledged themselves against a convention, I could not feel at liberty to vote for it. I 
told the man so, and lie said, "Very well, that is a good explanation. Now will you 
abandon it, and let us call a convention ? We know very well that if you make an 
active campaign against us here, we will not be able to carry this county ; we have 
tried you on that. I am sparing your life, and you must promise me not to interfere in 
this campaign." And I did promise him. He said they could get along very well if 
Judge Logan, Mr. Carpenter, and myself, would quit our course, and that if we did not 
do it, we all certainly would be killed. They then again told me not to forget my 
appointment to meet them oij Saturday night. I said, Men, I am afraid to go out 
there ; I am afraid if I go out there you will kill me." He said, "Can't we kill you 
to-night?" I said, "Of course, but I am afraid some of those other fellows will go 
back on your promise and kill me." They said, " No, if you will keep this promise, you 
are all right, and you need have no fears." I said, " Well, then, tell me how I can be 
received into your meeting that night ; give me some words to say when I am halted 
at the .point where I am to meet you." He said, " When a voice calls out to you ' halt,' 
you will say ' Niunber one ; ' then you will be asked, ' who are you V and you will reply, 
* A friend ; ' you will then be asked, ' A friend to what ? ' The answer you will give will 
be, *A friend to my country.' You will then bo asked, ' How can you prove that ? ' and 
you will reply, * I s, a, y.' That is not our pass- word ; I want you to understand that ; 
but you will get through with that. Don't forget what I have told you." And he 
repeated it a second time, and then said, " I assure you, you will be treated all right 
that night." After we had some more words in a friendly way, I expressed my gratitude 
not only to him, but to the men who stood around me, for discharging me. I shook 
hands with each of them in a friendly way, and told them " Good bye," and they let me 
go, and I ran home as rapidly as possible. 



Washington, D. C, July 5, 1871. 

JAMES M. JUSTICE, examination continued : 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Will you now resume your narative at the point at which you left off on 
Monday ? 

Ansiver. I was making a statement in regard to the outrage upon myself. Would the 
committee like to hear anything more upon that subject ? 

Question, The point where you left off on Monday was when you returned to your 
house. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You saw nothing more of the i)arty after you left them there ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; not in any disguise. 

Question. You returned to your house at that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j I returned at once to my house. 

Question. Have you any means by which you are enabled to state with certainty how 
long it was after they took you from your house before you returned to it ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have. My family left the house very soon after I was earned out, 
they said, and went into the house of a neighbor very near by, a short distance oft". 
They all said, my wife and the family where she went, that the clock struck one soon 
after my family went into the house. After I returned to my house, I searched the 
rooms there for my famil^*^, but found they were gone. I put on some clothes and 
started out to hunt them. I took a light with me, and went into the street ; and they, 
seeing the light from a window, called me, and I went in. After I had been in there a 
short time, the time of night was spoken about, and an examination was made, and it 
was then found to be half-past two by the same clock thj^t had struck one shortly after 
I was taken out of my house. 

Question. So that you probably were gone somewhere near an hour and a half from 
your house ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; very near it ; more than an hour, but hardly an hour and a half, 
though very near it. 

Question. You spoke of one man in this party whom you knew, and you gave his 
name ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was satisfied that I knew one, and more than one. 

Question. Where did that man whom you named, Mr. John Goode — where did be live ? 
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Ansicer. I do not know precisely where he lives; I know the community in which he 
lives ; I suppose he lives from twelve to fifteen miles southeast of Rutherfordton. 
Question, ho you know anything about the man, what he is, what is his business ? 
Answer. I think ho is a farmer. 

Qitesiion. Is he a man of some i)roperty and substance? 
Answer. I do not think ho is a man of much property. 

Question. How old a man is ho ? • . 

Ansu'cr. I take him to bo about thirty years of age, judging from his general appear- 
ance only. 

Qiiesiion, Is he one of that class of men who are regarded as outlaws and the off- 
scouring of society ? 

Answa*. He is regarded as an ordinary poor man in the country ; I do not know that 
I ever heard him accused of any crime. 

Qitesiion. Several witnesses here have given it as their judgment that the men who 
go out and do these things are men without character and substance, a desperado class 
of men. Does he come under that category ? 

Answe)'. I think there were some of that class of men that visited me ; but I am 
satisfied there were some of a very different class. 

Question. So far as I am concerned I do not wish to inquire in reference to individuals 
unless you are willing to state the names of all you know. 

Anstver. That is a matter for the committee to determine. I have charged certain 
individuals with this outrage, in a charge I made before the United States court. 

Question. Then you would have no delicacy in stating what you know about them ? 

Ansicer, If the committee wish it I will give their names. 

Question. State how many persons you recognized, or thought you recognized, in the 
crowd ; give their names. »• 

Answer. I think that I knew some twelve or fourteen of them. It is i)roper to state 
here that there are more than that charged in the bill of indictment. Another man 
who was whipped, and of whom I ought here to speak, knew a portion of the parties, 
and upon his testimony and mine together a bill was found against some sixteen or 
eighteen persons ] I do not recollect tne exact number. Some of the persons whom he 
charged are men I do not know if I were to see them. 

Question. State the names of such as you yourself recognized. 

Answer-, I thought I saw R. A. Shotwell and Addy Shotwell, as he is called; I do not 
remember his initials. 

Question. Where do they live ? 

Ansicer. They live in Rutherfordton, or their father does, and they stay with him. 
Question. In the town ? 

Ansica'. Yes, sir ; they are the sons of a very creditable and good man, I think. 

Question. How old are these young men ? 

Answer. I believe both were old enough for war service. 

Question. Were both in the rebel army? 

Ansicer. I think they were. 

Question. How old are these young men ? 

Answer. I suppose Randolph Shotwell is about twenty-eight or thirty years old, and 
the other I take to be about twenty-five years old; of course I only judge from their 
general appearance ; I do not know their ages precisely. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What other persons did you recognize ? 
Answer. I believe that Thomas Mclntyre was one. 

By the CmaRMAN, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Wliero does he live ? 

Answer, He lives some six miles from the village ; his mother lives in the village. 

Question, How old a man is he ? 

Ansicer. I suppose he is about forty years of age. 

Question. What is his business ? 

Answer. He is a very extensive farmer. 

Question. Is he a man of property ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he owns a good farm in Hutherford County, and belongs to a very 
respectable family. I must say I was very much surprised when I thought I discovered 
him in the crowd, for I did not think* he would have participated in anything of the 
kind. 

Question, Who else ? 

Ansicer, Mr. Ladson Mills, jr. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

An8we}\ His father lives about eight miles from the village. Young Mills is a partner 
in business with Lynch & Huffmaster, in the village of Rutherfordton. 
Question. He is a partner in a store in the town ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, How old a man is he ? 

Answer. He says lie is not twenty-one years of age* I saw the coroner attempt to 
summon him on an inqnest there jnst before this occurred, and he stated to the coroner 
that he was not yet twenty-one years of age. 

Question. He is quite a young man, then ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I would take him to be twenty years old, from what I know of 
him. 

Question. Probably somewhere in the neighborhood of twenty-one ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; 'he is a very promising young man, but is rather wild and partici- 
pates in some dissipations that make him quite a rude man. 
Qxiesiion. Who else did you know ? 

Ansiver. Another Mr. Mills, whose father is not now living. He is also in business in 
town, in another firm ; Mr. Ambrose Mills. 
Question. How old a man is he ? 

Ansiver. 1 take him to be about twenty-three years of age. 
Question. He is a partner in a store in your town ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; he is connected with a saloon or dry-goods store; he is a partner 
with some other parties ; I do not know that I could state the style of the firm as 
it is. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. A young man by the name of Robert Horton. 

Question. Where does he live ? ^ 

Answer. At that time he was foreman in the Vindicator printing office, a newspaper 

printed in Rutherford ton. He is a printer, but I do not know where his home is ; I do 

not know where he lives ; I have heard that he lived in Georgia. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What is the politics of the Vindicator? 
Answei*. It is a conservative or democratic paper. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland ;) • 
Question. How old a man is Mr. Horton ? 

Ansiva\ I take him to be about twenty-five years of age ; I have not known the man 
very long. 

Question. How long has he been in your place ? 

Ansiver. He came there last fall or winter, perhaps the early part of the winter. 

Question. Who else did you know ? 

Ansive)'. There was a man by the name of Amos Owens. 

Question. Where did he live? 

Answer. He lives on Cherry Mountain, about tw^elve miles east of Rutherfordton. Ho 
is a farmer, a man of some property, and of considerable Ku-Klux fame. He is charged 
with being in almost every occurrence of the kind that happens in the country. 

Question. Reputed to be engaged in all these acts ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. He is a man of peculiar shape and motion, and especially of pecu- 
liar voice. 

Question. How old a man is he ? 

Answer. I should think he is forty-five years old, probably older than that, may be 
fifty ; he has married children. 

Question. Who else did you recognize ? 

Answei\ I saw two young men there, Adolphus and Josex)h De Priest, sons of Wil- 
liam De Priest. 

Qucstioti. Where do they live ? 

Answer. They live in the CheiTy Mountain settlement, near this Mr. Owens, some 
ten or twelve miles east of the village. 
Question. How old men are they ? 

Ansiver. The oldest one, Adolphus, may be twenty-one ; the other I do not think is 
more than eighteen, judging fi-om his appearance ; he is quite a youth, a slender, tall 
boy. 

Question. Is their father a man of property ? 

Answer. He is an ordinary farmer, a man in ordinary circumstances, an independent 
man at home, makes his support from his farm. He is an old man, and also very much 
mixed up with these troubles. He is one of the party that I spoke of before as having 
been indicted in the first case. And this man Owens is also one of the parties indicted 
in that case. 

Question. You did not recognize the old man as being there at that time ? 

Answer. No sir ; I did not see the old man there ; if he was there I did not see him. 

By Jilr. Blair : 

Question. A man by the name of De Priest was killed by McGahey ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a cousin of this man ; but the one killed, and the father of 
these boys, lived near together in the same settlement. 
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By the Chairm^vn, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, Who else did you recognize ? 

Ansicer. There was a young man I thought was there hy the name of Barton Bigger- 
staff, from the same settlement. 
Question. How old a man was ho? 
Answer. I took him to he ahout twenty-one. 
Question. Is he any relative to Aaron Biggerataff ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he is a nex>hew j I think his father and Aaron Biggerstaff are half- 
brothers. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Is his father named Samuel Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. Barton Biggerstaff is the son of Samuel Biggerstaff; and Samuel is a half- 
brother to Aaron Biggerstaff. 

By the Chairm.vx, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Who else did you recognize ? 

Answer. I saw there the man John Goode I have mentioned, and a young man who 
lives in the same settlement, by the name of William Webster. 
Question. How old a man is Webster? 

Answer. I suppose Webster to be possibly twenty-five years old, but he is a young- 
looking man for that age. 
Question. What is he? 

Answer. He is a son of one of the wealthy planters of my county ; a young man who 
I believe owns considerable property himself, I have understood that he had a good 
property in the county. I know him as a son. of old Mr. Webster. 

Question. Does he live with his father ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I think they live together, and cultivate their lands together; but 
I have understood that the young man has a portion of the property there as his own. 
Question. Who else did you recognize? 

Answer. I recognized a man who lives at a precinct called Burnt Chimneys — a man 
by the name of Gaither Trout, who lives about six miles from Rutherfordton 
Question. How old a man is he ? 
Answer. He is about 28 or 30 years old. 
Question. What is his business? 

Answer. I think he tarms a little ; I think he has rented a farm, but for two or three 
years he has been si country butcher ; hauls beef to town for sale two or three times a 
week ; I have bought beef from him quite often, especially last summer. Then there 
was a young man from the same eettlement, a very close neighbor to him, of the name 
of John Harrill. 

Question. How old a man is Harrill ? 
. Answer. I suppose about 21 years old. 

Question. What is his business ? 

Answer, His business is the same as that of this man Trout;, he is a small farmer; 
his father is a very respectable farmer. He has been married for a few years, and is 
living on a small farm by himself. He and this man Trout have been engaged in this 
butchering business in company. 

Question. Did your recognize any others ? 

Answer, I think those are all the men I would be willing to say I knew ; I had my 
impression about others. 
Question. Did yon know the man who talked with you first ? 

Ansiver. I thought it was Randolph Shotwell who carried on the conversation in 
which he told me of the speeches I had made. He attempted to talk with a sort of 
Irish brogue, but he made a very poor out of it. 

Question. You thought he spoke in a feigned voice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; his voice was entirely familiar to me, and also his size and general 
ai)pearance. 

Question. He is a man you know very well ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have had very good opportunity to know him ; I have seen him 
at times for four or five years. 

Question. Was he present at the trial you told us about ? 

Answer. I cannot state whether he was or not. A great many citizens were in the 
court-house, sitting on the seats in the rear of me, and he might have been there. 
Question. There Avas quite a number of people there? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; quite a number of villagers there. 
Question. You do not know whether he was there or not ? 

Answer. No, sir; ray attention was directed to the court. I have seen him there at 
trials, but I cannot tell whether he was at that particular trial or not. 

Question. Were there any others who talked to you except him until you came to the 
small man ? 
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Answer-. Yes, sir ; a great many talked to me. I think this man Trout was the first 
man who took hold of me in my house, and he was one of the last men to leave me. I 
think he is the man with whom I completed the little arrangement. The chief said he 
could not he present at our Saturday night meeting after that, and I think this man 
Trout suggested where I could meet them. 

Question. At the hlacksmith^s shop ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I really had no douht at the time about its being he; I thought I 
knew him as well as I knew him when I was talking with him about getting a piece of 
steak in the morning. I felt pretty confident that I was talking to Trout then, though 
I did not know him. 

Question, They pressed you upon that subject of whether you knew them or not? 

Answer, Yes, sir; repeatedly. 

Question, You thought it was safer to not know them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was fearful they would not turn mo loose if I acknowledged I 
knew them. They asked me if I would not become a witness here against them about 
this affair. 

Question. By the way, had you been summoned before that time to come here ? 

Ansiver. NO) sir; I had received no summons. I remember the date of the summons 
sent from here by Mr. French ; it was the 10th of June, and this occurred on the night 
of the 11th. I had no intimation at that time that I would be summoned here, none in 
the world. However, it turned out from some cause that the committee here had seen 
fit to summon me. 

Question. You were not aware of it ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. They said something about your coming here ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they said I would go to Washington and kick up hell, or something 
of that kind, in a week, if I was let off. I told them I would not ; I had no idea that 
I would come here. 

Question. That was one of the promises you made which you expected to keep ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I had no idea in the world of coming to Washington. I had no 
disposition iu the world to tell this thing, and I have none now ; I think it would be 
better for me, infinitely better, not to say anything about it. But when I am brought 
before legal authority I suppose I have to tell all I know. But I state here that I 
would greatly prefer to make no statement here or in the court, in regard to the matter. 

Question. What did you find out that, that party did in your town that night beyond 
what they did to you ? 

Anstcer. Well, sir, Mr. Robert Logan, the junior editor of the paper, came to my 
house before it was fully daylight and told me that they went into the Star office, but 
he had not been in there to see what they had done; that he heard them in the 
ofSce breaking up things, I learned after that from a great many peoj)le that the press 
was broken all to.pieces, entirely demolished and destroyed, and the type was thrown 
into pi promiscuously, and the cases were broken. After I got well enough to go out, 
I saw it myself; and the door was broken down as mine was. 

Question. When did you go to the Star office ? 

Answer. I think I went on Thursday ; my law-books and my office are in a building 
very near the Star office. General Morgan came to Rutherfordton on Wednesday even- 
ing, and I walked with him to my office on Thursday morning, and he and I went into 
the Star office together ; the door was still broken down. Mr. Robert Logan was sum- 
moned by the court at Raleigh, and received his summons on Monday morning, an 
instanter summons to apj)ear before the United States court at Raleigh ; and he left 
home that day at 12 o'clock. His printer refused to have anything done in the office, • 
refused to allow^ any one to fix it up. We found the door broken down and thrown 
one side, and everything in general confusion. The type cases were split to pieces, 
some of them with axes. The little arm with the spring w^hich runs out from the 
handle of the press, that cast-iron part there which receives the spring on each side, 
was broken off; that seemed to be the only damage done to the press, but that made 
it entirely unfit for use. The only thing that I noticed about the office that seemed to 
be in a sound condition was the form. The paper was then being issued ; it is a weekly 
paper, and the inside form was up and a few papers had been printed off on Saturday 
evening. The form had been run in under the press ready to have an impression taken, 
and was left in that way. When the spring was broken, of course the top set down 
on the type, so that that was safe. 

Question. They could not get that out very weU ? 

Answer. Perhai)s they did not know it was in there; that was found safe. They 
destroyed a package of papers ready to be issued, either burned them or carried them 
off. Some days after that I noticed papers strewed in the street and in the direction 
where they went ; a great deal of paper strewed along iu the streets and in the mud. 
^ir. Logan told me they had either destroyed or carried off their books, their subscrip- 
tion list and their other financial books ; it was a very material damage to them, he 
said, for there were several thousand dollars of unpaid subscriptions on the books, 
which they would never be able to understand, in a great degree. 
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Question. The books Lave not been found ? 
Anstm\ No, sir. 

Question. The only type saved were those which were under the press j the rest of 
the type you say were^^scattercd about the office ? 

Ansivcr. The type was piled along pretty much in the middle of the house. The 
printer told mo that there were seven different fonts of typo there ; I suppose that is 
different sizes of type ; that it was all thrown together, and he said that he considered 
the time it would take to separate them would bo worth more than the type. 

Question. It was all mingled together ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he said he considered it was worth as much to put the type up in 
condition again to use it as it would be to buy new type. 
Question. That paper was a republican paper ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The editor, Mr. Caqoenter, is also clerk of the court ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, he is clerk of the superior court, and has been elected as such twice 
by the republican party. 

Question. Where was Mr. Carpenter at the time this occurred ? 

Ansica-. I think he was here. 

Question. As a witness before this committee ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was summoned before the committee a few days previous, prob- 
ably more than a week before this occurred. 

Question. Was anything said to you that night by these men about Carpenter ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they mentioned Mr. Carpenter as one of the men they had great 
objections to, and said they would kill him, as well as Judge Logan and myself, if w^e 
did not quit our course. 

Question. Was there anything said about his being absent and being here as a 
witness ? 

Answer. No, sir; or if they mentioned it, I do not remember it. Thf'y seemed to 
know that he was gone ; they said they wanted to get hold of him, but they did not 
ask me if he was at home, nor did they go to his house. 

Question, They seemed to know that he was away ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Carpenter^s wife also was away ; I had furnished her with a 
horse and buggy a day or two before, to go to her Mends ; she was on a visit among 
her people in tlie country at the time. 

Question. Did you learn, except what they told you, about their making search to 
find Mr. Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. I heard Mr. Churchill, and Mr. Allen, who was deputy postmaster — the 
post office an'd Mr. ChurchilFs room are opposite the old hotel where Mr. Biggerstaff 
lived — they said the men went to that house, that they saw a light passing all through 
the house. 

Question. Was Biggerstaff 's family in the house ? 

Ansiver. His daughter, Mrs. Norville, was there, and her little girl was very sick. 
Dr. Crayton had been treating her for some eight or ten days previously ; she was 
convalescent at the time, but still was in bed. She was left in the house ; she was 
asleep when the lady and the old gentleman ran off. When they returned they found 
her there in her, bed where they had left her, not molested at all. 

Question. Mr. Biggerstaff was there in the house ? 

Ansu'er. Yes, sir ; he told me that he ran out the back side of the house, and passed 
just above the crowd as they went down the street with me ; he went out barefooted 
and naked, as I did. 

Question. His daughter also escaped ? ^ 
Answer. She left sooner; she left as they went up the street; she was awake. She 
says she never sleeps any at night 'since the trouble; she has always been watching 
for them. She is certainly very much frightened, so much so that I think she is in 
great danger of losing her mind ; I would not be at all surprised if she did. 
Question. She is in great terror ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, in a perfect state of terror. She said she went back into the fields 
and got into Mr. Mitchell's plantation, the back side of town, as we call it, into an 
oat-lield. She had her clothes on, for she was not undressed ; she took the rain out 
there, and staid out there till daylight, when the rain had ceased. 

Question. She was not in bed? 

Answer. No, sir, and she heard the crowd coming up there, and told her father that 
he had better get off ; and she ran off herself. 

Question. They did not see the i>eople in the house? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Were there any indications to show that they had been there ? 

Ansicer. I understood all the doors were open. There is a store-room, or a grocery, 
in the front of the house ; the front door of that is a very strong door ; then a door 
enters from the hall of the house, and there is an inside door going from the hall into 



128 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 4 



the 8tore-room. I understood tliat they pried open the doors ; I have not seen it, but I 
heard of it. 

Question. Did they have to force open the outside door to get in ? 

Answa: Yes, sir, the doors were all securely propped. This house had very recently, 
within five or six days, or not more than a week previous to that time, been occupied 
by Mr. John Eaves; Mr. Eaves was living in the house, occupied some rooms there; it 
is a very large old jjuilding. He became so much dissatisfied with the situation there, 
he said he thought his family were in so much danger, that he rented a little residence 
back of town, and had moved out there just before this raid. 

Question. Why did he feel in danger; was it because Biggerstaff was there? 

Answer. Partly so, and partly because he had also been threatened ; he is a United 
States assistant assessor. 

Question. He had been threatened by these men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, though they said nothing to me about it ; but he had heard of 
repeated threats, and had been very anxious to break up their plans, or at least to 
have them stop their depredations upon the people. He had been active in his elforts 
to secure testimony against them, as I had been. 

Question. A word about Mr. Carpenter : has he been an active republican, and active 
against these parties, so expressing himself in his paper and otherwise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he has indeed been more active probably than any one else in our 
country. He is a very out-spoken man, and never seems to conceal anything he may 
wish to do. If he was going to take any advantage of a man, he would tell him of it 
if he had an opportunity, He seems to speak out freely, to tell anything he has in 
view. He had been stating that the Ku-Klux would have to give it up ; that there 
would be some two hundred arrested ; that he had reason to know that some two 
hundred in the country would be arrested. I suppose they had got some intimation 
that he had a list of names perhaps ; I have heard that referred to by persons. Before 
this outrage was committed upon me, persons have asked me where Carpenter had got 
the list of names, and asked me if I knew whether their names were on it. They 
asked me that night where Carpenter got his list, and if he got it at Washington. I 
said that if he had a list I was not aware of it. They asked if I had not heard of the 
list; I said I had heard something about it, but that I thought it was some sort of bluff 
talk to make them behave themselves, that I had never seen the list if he had one. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Do you mean that these things were stated that night when they commit- 
ted that outrage on you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, over on the hill where they had their horses. They also said that 
Carpenter had been very active in trying to secure the presence of United States troops, 
and had been up here some time before for that purpose. I made an'explanation to 
them there about his going, that I thought they ought to hear, as they seemed to be 
angry toward him. I told them he did not start for Washington City, that it was not 
his mission when he went up to get the troops, as they supposed ;^that I was i)resent 
when he received a letter from Judge Logan, and knew what his instructions were 
from Judge Logan, and where he started to ; that he only started to go to Raleigh, 
and after arriving at Raleigh, the governor being absent, ho was advised by parties 
there to come on here, which he did ; and it was a matter of choice on Ms own expense. 
They accused him that night with having been sent here by Judge Logan. 

By the Chairman, (J^Ir. Poland :) 
Question. You say these men were hostile to Judge Logan, and wanted to find him? 
Answer. Yes, sir, they said they wanted to find him. 
Question. What did they say they were going to do to him ? 

Answer. They said they were going to kill him ; that he should never hold another 
court in that county. 

Question. What was the occasion of their hostility to Judge Logan ? 

Answer. They mentioned nothing but his political course; they seemed unwilling for 
him to hold court there. 

Question. Had there been any of these eases before him"? 

Answer. As I said on Monday, he caused parties to be arrested who were accused of 
the first outrage, and bound them over to appear at court. Our district solicitor sent 
in a bill of indictment and obtained a bill against six of them. And then when the 
first outrage was committed upon Mr. Biggerstaff", he issued a warrant for the arrest 
of those parties and held them under bond to appear before him at some day in the future; 
I think it was about the 8th of May that he set for the hearing. It has been generally 
understood that he was very anxious to have them punished if he could do so. 

Question. Doing what he could in his official capacity to prosecute persons who had 
been engaged in these outrages f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it has been the general understanding in the country that he would 
be very obnoxious to them. 
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Question, Did these men in their conversation about him say anything else against 
Judge Logan except that he had been very active in this way I 

Answer. No, sir; they said nothing about his character or ability as a judge, or auy^ 
thing of that kind, only his political course. They said that if it was not for him, and 
Mr. Carpenter, and myself, they could manage things in that county as they pleased. 

Question. Was Judge Logan a witness last winter before the congressional commit- 
tee? 

Anstver. I think he was ; I think I remember that he left Raleigh and came here ; he 
was summoned when he was in Kaleigh ; I recollect it now. 

Question, What are the politics of all the men you have named that you recognized 
in the^arty? 

Anstver, So far as I know they are all members of the democratic party, and most of 
them very active ones. 

Question. The whole subject of complaint against you that night was in reference to 
your political course, and your course in endeavoring to punish the perpetrators of 
these outrages ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; those two points were' all the objections they raised to me. 
Question. That was all they had against you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they told me that otherwise they liked me and had no objection to 
me. 

Question. Did they say anything about wanting to find young Logan ? 

Ansiver. The first question they asked me was, " Where is Logan ?" I said that he 
was in his ofiice; I had reference to the young man. When the chief came up to me,, 
after they had been over to the Star office, and had been in town for a time, when he 
came up to me, about the first question he put to me was, " Where did you say Judge 
Logan was?" And I said I did not say anything about Judge Logan. 

Question. Did this crowd, or any of them, say that they wanted to get hold of young 
Logan. 

Answer. No, sir ; young Logan and I have a law office together. There is a space of 
some few feet, I should say, between the office bed-room and the Star office. When 
they came to the Star office they were then within fifteen feet of his sleeping-room. 
He said that he remembered that he had loaned his gun, and also his pistol, and he 
had nothing in the world to defend himself with, and the front door was not locked ; he 
had gone to sleep without locking it. When he heard them he got up and crept out of 
the back window and staid out until after they went away. 

Question. You did not understand from them that he was one of the men they were 
seeking to get hold of? 

Answer. No, sir ; they did not tell me that. 

Question. When they came to the Star office, and he heard them, he got out and fled ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he did not go out of the lot; there is a fine lot of clover there, and 
he remained out by the fence in the clover-lot. He said he heard them pounding things 
in the Star office. 

Question, A number of these men you say have been arrested for that attack on you, 
and what was done on that night ; when was that proceeding commenced, and how ? 

Ansicer, It was commenced in Raleigh at the last term of the court there. I believe 
it was on Thursday of the last week of Judge Bond^s court in Raleigh that I was sent 
before the grand jury ; that was a week, and from Sunday to Thursday, after the thing 
occurred. 

Question. They summoned you and others as witnesses ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of that party have been arrested ? 

Anstcer. To my knowledge, there are none arrested on that charge, but some on the 
Aaron Biggerstaff case, Mr. Biggerstalff having been summoned before this to the court. 
WTien they sent to summon me, they also sent to arrest the parties charged in his case, 
quite a number of them— I think between thirty and forty persons. I think twenty- 
nine of them were found and taken by the deputy marshal. Of that number four 
were among those I accused, and I left them in Raleigh. But there had been no war- 
rants served on any one, when I left Raleigh to come here, for what had been done in 
my case. 

Question, Some of the men arrested for the attack on Biggerstaff were of the same 
party who made the attack on you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, four of them ; I have no doubt quite a number more were there, but 
there were only four I was satisfied enough about to make oath against. 

Question. Had a bill been found in the United States court agamst these men before 
they were arrested ? 

♦ Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose it had; that was my understanding. 

Question. They were arraigned upon a warrant issued on account of a bill being 
found ? 

, Answer, Yes, sir, a capias from the United States court. 

Question, Do you know whether a bill has been found against any nimiber of persons 
for this attack on you f 
9 N 0 
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Answer. I was examined before the grand jury npon a bill for this offensCj and I under- 
stand —yes, I reckon I might say in an official way, for I think Judge Brooks told me 
a bill had been found against parties in my case. I was examined on Thursday, and 
on the train going toward Weldon, Judge Brooks told me that there was a bill found 
against the party. 

Question. Against what number of them ? 

Answer. He did not state; my impression is that there were seventeen or eighteen in 
the bill, all the men I have mentioned to you, and those that were mentioned by a Mr. 
Downey, a man they abused at the same time. 

Question. Tell us about what they did to Downey. 

Answer. I have stated what they said about his being a traitor. 

Question. He was the man they charged with having betrayed them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Downey came to town the next morning after they visited him, 
about 8 or 9 o'clock, very much enraged, and seemed very mad with me. He came tc 
my house, where I was, and said he had come to see me, and ask me if I had told the 
Ku-Klux when they had me that he had been telling on them. I told him that I told 
the Ku-Klux, or the men who troubled me last night, that he had never told me any- 
thing ; but in consequence of their i)ressing on me to know why I had said thus and 
so, I had said I supposed it came from a remark which he had said to other per- 
sons. He said that was different from what they told him ; he said the men who eame 
to him told him they had hung me, and that before they hung me I had confessed that 
he told me all about it. He said he told them not to whip him, that he was not guilty 
of that, that he had never done it. 

Question. They went to him after they left you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he lives down on the main road ; they all went off, on one fork of 
the road, about three or four miles from the vilfage. He said he heard a crowd 
at the road, but only five men eame into the house. He said that three were not dis- 
guised at all ; that he knew them perfectly well ; that two of them were disguised, but 
he was satisfied they were members of his own lOan ) that he had associated with them 
in camps. 

^M€8iio*i. Did he give you the names? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he said that it was Gaither Trout and John Harrill who had on 
the disguises, and then he mentioned three young men that I do not know personally 
when I see them. 

Question. Who did he say they were ? 

Answer. He mentioned James Edgerton ; he is a youth going to school in that settle- 
ment, not more than sixteen or seventeen years old. I know his father ; we were 
school-boys together. 

Question. Where does his father Uve ? 

Answer-. West of Rutherfordton, some fifteen miles ; .he is a practicing physician 
there, and a very clever man, a man I entertain very kind feelings toward; we 
were sehool-boys together. And I did not have any idea this boy had any personal 
feeling against me in the world ; I would not know his boy if I should see him. He 
also mentioned a young Mr. Joseph Bostwick, a son of one of the farmers of our county, 
who live9 near the Burnt Chimneys. Bostwick and Edgerton were both going to the 
school at Burnt Chimneys, where there is a post office and store, a sort of public place. 
Then he mentioned a man by the name of Calvin Teal. I do not know him; I have 
seen some of the Teal boys, and some of them were arrested in the Biggerstaff case, I 
think, but not this one. 

Question. Those were persons you did not recognize, persons you did not know ? 

Answer. No, sir; I would not know them if they were to come in here to-day. I 
would not know one of them from another, unless it was from the family resemblance. 

Question. What did these men say and do to Downey? 

Ansivei: He said that they told him that in consequence of his delinquency, of his 
telling about the order, he had to be whipped, that they were going to give him two 
hundred lashes. He said that he was not guilty ; that he was true to the cause, and 
had never told me anything ; which he had not. Some of the five said, " Let him off;" 
others said, " Give him some anyhow." He said they took some sticks, and beat him 
very, severely ; he showed me his body where it was bruised ; there was a very severe 
bruise >on his thigh, up near the groin, and some other severe bruises. He said they 
<lrewl3lood in one or two places, but they were mostly bruises, as if he had been hit 
with a stick. They said, " Behave yourself now, and don't tell any more tales ; do not 
•tell .this ; if you do we will kill you." He told me they had been suspecting him ever 
since the trial in which his sister was the prosecuting witness. She had been whipped 
by some men some weeks before that, and she had them arrested. 

Question. Whipped by Some disguised men ? 

Ansiver. One man was disguised ; four were not. She said that one had something 
over his face, so that she could not tell who he was. 
Question. Did they take her out at nicjht and whip her ? 

Ansivei*. Yes, sir ; they went to her house very late at night, pulled her out of doors, 
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and ^vbipped her very severely. She was a sister of this Downey, and was to he mar- 
ried the next day to an old man by the name of Wommack ; and she accuses his sons 
and others of beating her. ' 
Question. They were dissatisfied with the marriage ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. This man Downey was at the trial, and he sat behind me, just 
where I sat in the court-house. They introduced quite a number of witnesses to 
prove an alibi. In the examination I asked three of the witnesses if they were not 
members of this Klan, distinguishing it by the various names, whatever its name might 
be ; describing an order of men that went about at night to do mischief; I asked the 
witnesses if they were then or had been at any time members of the Klan ,* and they 
said before the commissioner that they had not been. I suppose it was in consequence 
of that that they first doubted Downey ; he says they told him so. He says those men 
that I asked that question of are members of the Klan. 

Question. And they supposed that you put those questions in consequence of some- 
thing that Downey had suggested to you f 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; that he had given me an intimation that they were members, and 
that I had put the question on that account. He said they had suspected him of that, 
and that he had expected to be killed by them before they attacked him. 

Question, You supposed the attack on the woman was possibly instigated from the fact 
that she was going to marry this old man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not think there was anything political about it. She was a 
woman of doubtful virtuous habits, and Wommack was a very respectable, but a very 
old man. 

Question. You think it grew out of some dissatisfaction about the marriage ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, but they allege that they did not do it. If they did I have no doubt 
they did it in order to break oft the marriage ; I cannot see any other cause, for she 
did not vote or represent any voting interest in any way. When Downey came to 
town he was very angry. He said he thought the Ku-Klux was a good thing, but that 
he did not believe they ought to whip him, that he was not a bad man ; that he did 
not care how much they did whip the damned radicals. He came to town the next 
morning, and his cursing was because they had whipped him. 

Question. He thought it was better medicine for other people than for himself? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the way he talked. He might have been drinking ; he 
talked loud, and was cursing on the street. There was another man whom I recog- 
nized that night, and whom I charged in the warrant. There was a young man in 
town the next morning, and Downey got talking with him. I saw them out on the 
street from my window, and Downey was cursing him. 

Question. Who was that man ? 

Ansiver. William Tanner, jr. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. About three miles from town. 

Question. What is he ? 

Answer. 1 think he lives with his father ; T hardly know what to say his father is. 
He has been a man who filled office there ; 1 think he is a kind of contractor, and 
I)robably farmed some. 

Question. How old is the young man ? 

Answer. 1 think he is twenty-two or twenty-three years old ; I think he voted in our 
precinct at the last election. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Questioti. Do you say that you recognized him ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, but I forgot to mention his name among the others. 
Question. He was cursing him about their having whipped him f 
Answer. Ho said, Damn you, you do know they ought not to have done it ; you 
know, whether those other men knew it or not, damn you." It is in consequence of 
that that I recognized him. He is a man of peculiar voice and shape, and I, have often 
seen him, and I was very well satisfied that I knew him. 

By the Chairman,' (Mj. Poland :) 
Question, Did you hear what Tanner said to Downey ? 

Answer. He did not say anything; he seemed to listen. After Downey had got 
through his talk Tanner turned away a little and said, "I believe I will go now; I 
believe Jeff will let me off." That was the last I saw of him that day. This young 
man Harrill, I understand, left the country a day or two afterward, mostly in tonse- 
quence of the trouble with Downey, I suppose. Downey had got a pistol somewhere, 
and boldly proclaimed that he was going to shoot the first man he found who was in 
that party. 

Question. Of the party that attacked him? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; he said his chief told him that he would be killed ; that if he was 
going on that way there would be no doubt about it, they would be sure to kill him ; 
that he was a friend of him and wanted to put a stop to it. He said that upon that 
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they got up a meeting in the woods. There were quite a number of the den ; he always 
calls them dens when they meet .together. Quite a number met, but none of those he 
had recognized. It was there agreed that he should give up his disguise to the chief, 
return his pistol, and they were to be friendly after that. 
Question. When did Downey say that meeting was ? 

Answer. He said it occurred on Wednesday night, I think, and the trouble on Sunday 
night. He said he talked to the men at that meeting and agreed to make no further fuss 
if they would let him alone, not kill him or hurt him any more ; that he would just 
droi) it and go on and be a good faithful member. He said they required him to 
bring his disguise to the chief, and to return the pistol. He said he had returned 
the pistol, and had also placed his disguise where it would be convenient to bring it 
. to his chief. I believe he stated that he told his chief, in the first talk he had with 
(him, that "he, the chief, knew who all the i3arty were, and that if he did not tell 
him, he would give him till night to tell him, and if he did not do it he would kill 
the chief J that he had been outraged for nothing, and he would fight it out with 
him. The chief then went to work to make up this compromise. He said that on 
Thursday night, when it got dark, he was going to deliver up his disguise. But 
Thursday afternoon he was arrested, or taken with a capias summons by the United 
States marshal, and the marshal told him he must give up his disguise to him, and he 
did so. So the marshal got it and brought it up to Raleigh. 

Question. And Downey was summoned to Raleigh ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; he was not a witness in anything ; he declined to tell. He said 
that if he told what he knew about the Klan generally, they would kill him sure on 
his return- home. Judge Brooks declined to require him to tell anything except that 
he went before the grand jury and told something in the case he was called there for. 
I do not know what he told about that. 

Question. You do not know what he testified there? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I know he went in iinmediately after I did. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You know, however, that the five men who he said assaulted him were 
included in the indictment ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; they were included in the indictment by the solicitor. Downey 
and I were summoned as witnesses. The solicitor had a conversation with both of us 
and drew his bill as he thought necessary, I suppose, from our conversation. I do not 
know whether they got a true bill against the parties he recognized or not. I do not 
know anything about that. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. You have stated a considerable number of instances of whippings and acts 
of violence committed upon persons in your county by these bands. Have you stated 
all the instances of which you have knowledge ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, indeed I have not ; I wish to make some further statements. I think 
the jnost flagrant and desperate outrage that has been committed there was committed 
by men in no disguise, and the parties accused are republicans. I would like to state 
all about that ; I wish to give the statement just as I know it. 

Question. Go on and make your statement. 

Answer. Some time in April, or about the first of May — I do not remember the date 
precisely, but it was just along then — some parties went to the house of an old colored 
man who lived about eleven miles from Rutherfordton, in the direction of Marion, 
northwest of Rutherfordton. The woman who lived with him was a white woman, a 
woman of very low character from her infancy up, a very ignorant woman. She lived 
with this colored man, and I think had. some children by him, how many I do not 
know ; but, at any rate, he had all his children there, four in number. He was killed 
at night, soon after dark, and the woman was shot, the ball striking her about the fore- 
head and passing around under the Skin ; it did not enter the skull, but she received a 
very severe wound, I have understood. I have seen the woman since that, but I have 
not examined the wound. The physician said that her neck was badly cut, but they 
failed to cut the neck vein. The three oldest children were killed, and the infant 
received a very severe cut. The house was set on fire, and then the party left. She 
says that she lay pretending to be dead, in order to get them to let her alone ,* but as 
soon as she left she discovered that her baby was not killed, and she got up and got 
hold of the next youngest one, that was killed, a little girl, and dragged it from the 
house off to the edge of the yard, but could not take it any farther. She examined all 
the rest and saw that they were all killed. She got away in some way, some half a 
mile or more, and made her trouble known. In fact, the neighbors had heard the firing 
of the pistols, and had seen the light of the burning house. The next morning they 
sent up a magistrate, and also a sheriff very soon after. She accused two young men 
by the name of Columbus and Govan Adair, and a man who lived in McDowell County, 
by the name of Martin Bennard, She said she saw those three men ; she said she heard 
■the dog bark, or something of that sort, and she looked out through a little crack, and 
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saw those three men. She was sitting at the supper tahle when she heard the noise, 
and she skid when she looked out of the crack a pistol was fired and the hall hit her 
on the head. 

By 3klr. Pool : 
Question. What was her name ? 

Answer. Her name was Polly Steadman, and the colored man was named Silas Weston. 
He and three of his children were killed outright. The magistrate went up and exam- 
ined the woman, and issued a warrant, and deputed some meu, before the sheriff got 
there, to go down to Mr. Adair's, a little more than a mile from where this thing 
occurred. They found Govan Adair there at work, and Columbus was in bed sick. 
They arrested them without any trouble ; they made no resistance ; they said they 
were not guilty. After the sheriff arrived he sent some men up to the gold mines in 
McDowell County, some four or five miles away, after Bennard, and they told him that 
he was charged with this crime, and that he must go down to answer to it. He came 
down ; and those three men are now confined in our jail, or were confined there when 
I left home. 

By the Cilurman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Those were the three men that she said she saw and recognized? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does she say there were others there ? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; she said she only saw these three men ; they were not disguised in 
any way, and she knew them. It was an outrage that seemed to shock the susceptibil- 
ities of our people more than anything else that has occurred. 

Question. These men claimed that they did not commit this outrage f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they deny it. 

Question. It seems to rest mainly upon the testimony of this woman ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. "From my own knowledge, this negro and the Adair boys had 
always been very friendly ; they usually voted together ; the Adairs always voted the 
republican ticket, and this old black man had done so ever since he had been allowed 
to vote. So, as far as I know, they were friends. It is alleged as a cause for the out- 
rage that he was likely to be a witness against the Adair boys. It has been published 
in the papers that they were charged in the court with stealing brandy; that 
this negro had been distilling for some parties there, and was a witness. The fact 
about it is that Govan Adair and Bennard were charged last fall with stealing a keg 
of brandy from two young Morgans. The Morgans were also republicans ; one of them 
the township constable. And they and the two Adairs had been good friends, and: 
lived near together. They say that they had a keg of brandy stolen and a crowd of 
them went to Bennard's a night or two afterward and found Bennard drunk. They 
took him out without any warrant, or authority to do so, and threatened him, and he 
confessed that he and Govan Adair stole the brand»y, and told them where to find it ; 
and they found the keg there about the place where he told them. 

Question, Here was a very cruel and bloody murder, and the persons chargied with 
committing it are arrested and in jail ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. There is nothing in relation to that transaction but what the law is taking 
its course ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it is taking its due course ; I have no doubt that if they live they 
will have their trial at the September term of the court. 

Question. And this woman says that the three men were not disguised ? 

Anstver. She says that they were not disguised at all, but were in their ordinary 
clothes, and that she knew them very well. I suppose she had a very good opportunity 
of knowing them, because she lived near them. 

Question. Have you made any calculation or enumeration as to the number of out- 
rages that have been committed in your county*? 

Ansiccr. Since I have been here and thinking of the subject, knowing that I should 
be asked to make a statement, I have made up a list with the view of stating them. 

Question. How many such cases have you heard ? 

Answe)\ I could not state definitely. 

Question. About how many ? 

Ansicer. I would say that there have been hundreds of cases of violence in my county 
by disguised parties. I can mention the names of quite a number of parties who have 
been whipped, some who have had their arms taken, others taken out and threatened, 
and school-houses burned. 

Question. How many school-houses have been burned? 

Answer. I have heard of two school-houses and one church of colored people having 
been burned. 

Question. In your county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Qnestimi, You have learned it in such a way as to have no douhl of it ? 
A nswer, There is no doubt about the burning. 

Questioiu Is there any doubt about the buiklings being purposely burned ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, of course nofc. As I understand, a notice was x>osted up at one 
school -house, down in the main Ku-Klux range, as we call it, in the lower end of the 
county, to the effect that if the teacher continued to teach school there for three weeks 
longer, they would bum the house. He continued the school, and after the third week 
was out the house was burned according to the promise in the notice that was put uj) 
on the school-house. 

Question, Was there any motive assigned for that, that you heard of ? | 
Anstcer. I heard no motive expressed. ^ 
Question. There was no apparent motive except that they did not want colored child- 
ren taught ? 

Answer. No, sir. Another little house was burned that I heard of in that direction, 
some few miles from there, that some colored children had been taught in. And this 
colored church, I suppose, was a pretty comfortable building of the kind. 

Question. Where was that ? 

Answer. Down in the same direction, not so far off. A colored man told me that he 
was a member of that church j I saw him going to meeting down there, and asked him 
where he was going. He was asking for a buggy, and I told him that I thought the 
church was burned. He said it was, but that some white men down there had told the 
colored people that if they did not continue to worship at that place they would make 
them do it, would abuse them if they did not. I said I should not like worshiping 
there after the house was burned. He said that they had had one meeting in the 
grounds where the church stood. And they burned the house of a colored man named 
Amos Moore. 

Questim. Where was that ? 

Ansiver. Down in this same direction, in the piney mountain country. They went to 
a house and whipped' a colored woman named Adeline Beam. She said -she lived in 
sight of the new house Amos Moore had built, but he had not moved into it. They 
asked her whose house that was, and she told them that it was Amos Moore's. She 
said they then gathered up a chuuk of fire from her fire-place, and she saw Moore's 
house on fire soou afterward, and it was burned that night. 

Question. Was there any charge against this colored woman ? 

Ansice}'. Yes, sir ; there was a charge against her. She was a very black woman, 
quite black, and she had a baby that was very white, that favored white folks very 
jnuch in color. She was a woman who had been the house servant of a very respecta- 
ble gentleman in the country, a very creditable man indeed. I think he is as substan- 
tial and prominent a citizen as there is in Rutherford. He. lives in the lower edge of 
Rutherford County, adjoining Cleveland. This colored woman had been raised by 
him and had been his house servant. By some trickery she gave birth to a very light- 
colored child. She said she was told that if there was no swearing about the child 
there would be no whipping by the Ku-Klux. Our law is that the mother shall charge 
on oath the illegitimate child on the father. She said she was told by the white folks 
that if there was no swearing about the child there vrould be no whipping. And she 
had moved away up to where her brother and mother lived, and was living there. 
They came in and whipped her at night, &,nd told her not to talk so much about the 
young men in the country, or something of that kind. She said she had been afraid they 
would whip her, and had never told who was the father of the child, and never in- 
tended to. She does not tell now. She moved to our village, and I have hired her to 
wash for my wife ; she is a very good hand to work. That is the way I have had an 
opportunity to get a statement from her about her abuse. 

Question. What did they bum Moore's house for ? 

Ansicer. I have heard no statement about that ; there is no charge against Moore ; he 
is a working man, and I have never heard of his being accused of any violation of law, 
or trouble, at all. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. How long ago was this ? 

Answer. This all occurred from last February up to INIay ; these things of which I am 
now si^eaking, the burning of the house and the whipping of Adeline Beam. In that 
same community they went to the house of a man named Thomas Wood. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. It was in JNIarch, about the last of March. They went there, and went into 
his house and told him to make up a light, a thing they usually do where they are not 
frightened or afraid. If they had given me an opportunity to make up a light, I would 
have made it different with them. They told him to make up a light, and he went 
through the passage-way into another room, as he told them, to get some l)ine. When 
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he got out there he slipped out of the hack door and ran off. They told his wife that 
they would call for him again in a week. About a week from that time a crowd came 
again and caught him an(t whipped him. 
Question. Was he a colored man ? 

Amwer. No, sir, ho was a white man. They whipped him pretty smart and abused 
his wife some, pulling her and knocking her about. I do not think there is any crime 
charged against him. He is a sort of lazy, do-nothing kind of young man ; his wife 
was a very respectable, nice girl. Her father and mother are dead, and left her some 
property, and they lived on the place. 

Question. He is a little shiftless and indolent ? 

Anstc€i\ Yes, sir ; a kind of do-nothing, easy fellow. He is a republican. 
Question. Was there any allegation of harm against him ? 

Anstver. No, sir, none that I heard of. He promised them not to tell about it, and he 
will not tell. I believe his wife would tell who they were if she was taken into court. 
They said they would do nothing more to him if he did not tell about it. Very re- 
cently, and the last outrage I heard of iso that country before they came to my house, 
they whipped a little fellow by the name of Joseph Tessanier. 

Question. Is he white or colored ? 

Answer. He is a white man. 

Question. Where was that ? 

Ansiver. Down in the piney mountain country. 

Question. About when was that ? 

Ansive}'. It was about the last of May — no, it was in June. 
Question. How long before the outrage on yourself? 

Anstvcr. Just before. We had had one of the parties arrested ; there were only three 
went into his house. 

Question. What did they do to him ? 

Answer. 'They beat him. One of them went in without any disguise on, and told him 
that he wanted to show him something ; he was a neighbor's boy up there that he knew 
very well, and invited him out of the house. He stepped out, and one of them struck 
him with a piece of fence rail, he said. He got into the house, and his wife barred the 
door, so that they failed to get in. At last they told her that if she would let them get 
a drink of water they would go away, and not trouble Joe any more. This man Tes- 
sanier had been manied only three weeks. At last she said that if they would cer- 
tainly keep their promise she would let them have a drjnk of water, but if they made 
any fuss she would not open the door. They said they would go away then. She 
opened the door and one of the men took her out of the house, and then struck him and 
hurt him very- badly ; I think they picked up a stool and hit him on the head with it. 

Question. You said this boy was not disguised who came in there fiist ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Were the men disguised ? , 

Ansiv€)\ I think they were. They have all run away, except the one who put the girl 
out of the house. He said he wanted to turn State's evidence and tell about the rest. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. How many were there ? 

Answer. There were two Brookses and a man named Bridges. The marshal got in 
sight of them in a field, but they got away from him. He sent one of their brothers 
for them, and said if they would give up he would not hurt them. They sent word to 
him that they would meet him at a certain point in the road the next morning ; he 
went there but they were not therOj and he was told that they had left the country. 

By the Chaihman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, What did they do this for ? 

Answer. When this young man was married he got a man by the name of Scoggins to 
go to the village and get a license. We have a, law there that marriage licenses shall 
be granted by the register of deeds. Mr. Scoggins went to town and got the license, 
and was at the marriage. Tessanier told Scoggins that the Beam boys and the Brooks 
boys and this Bridges, and some others, were fixing a plot to kill him that night, and 
he had better look out. 

Question. To kill Scoggins ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they had threatened Scoggins a great many times. He had been 
in constant terror of them for months ; I do not suppose he had slept in his house a 
half a dozen nights for months. 

Question. What did they want to kill Scoggins for ? 

Answer. Because he is a very bold, determined republican. 'That is all that has saved 
him, his lying out of nights. They^ have been on his premises twice, but not near 
enough for him to fire on them. 

Question. Tessanier told Scoggins they were going to kill him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He went away from the marriage and afterwards met one of the 
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Beam boys in the road and asked him T^hat they meant by fixing np a plan to kill 
him. They denied it and said Tessauier was a liar, and they were going to whip him 
for it. In consequence of that a portion of them did go and inflict punishment on 
him. I cannot remember now 

Question, It is hardiy worth while to go into a narratation of each particular trans- 
action. Can yon give a judgment as to the number of outrages of this character com- 
mitted in your county by disguised men ? 

Answer. Do you wish to have all in one place, or all in one night ? 

Question. Wherever bodies of disguised men have gone in the night time and com- 
mitted unlawful acts. How many of those transactions have there been ? 

Ans2cer, I think there have been several hundred of them. 

Question, In your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j my opinion is that there are a great many that have never told 
of it. 

Question. Do you think there are hundreds* of cases that have come to your knowl- 
edge ? 

Answer. I cannot say that hundreds, have come to my knowledge, T think more than 
a hundred have. 

Question. You have already heard of over a hundred ? 

Ansicei\ Yes, sir ; of raids. What is called a raid is a night's trip j an outrage com- 
mitted at A's house, and another at B's house, &c. 
Question. You mean what is done in one night ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ) they may commit twenty violations of law in one night. 
Question. They do tis many as they can in one night ? 
Ansxc€^\ Yes, sir ; they sometimes go to a half a dozen houses in one night. 
Question. This murder of the colored man and his children was committed appar- 
ently without any political purpose j and in that case the law is being put in force ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Against whom have this class of offenses committed by bands of disguised 
men generally been directed ? 

Anstcer, In my county they have universally been against republicans, where there 
has been any politics in it. 

^wesiiow. As a general rule? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir; where they are against men. The cases against women have been 
for different reasons. At one place they went to an old woman's house and gave them 
a great deal of insolence, and searched the house for the boys, and rudely handled the 
women about, but did not whip them. They told them it was because the boys voted 
the republican ticket, and said that they should tell the boys not to *do so any more. 

Question, They were after the boys ? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir ; but did not find them. 

Question. Now, in your judgment, jvhat is.the motive and purpose and spirit of all 
these transactions ? 

Ansxcei\ My opinion is, and has been for twelve months, from what I have heard of 
this organization and their conduct, that it is to prevent the republican party from 
carrying the elections, and to prevent the negro from voting at all. 

Question. What has been the effect of all this, especially upon the colored people ? 

Answer. It has had a very material effect with regard to the way people vote. Some 
have changed their votes, I think on account of terror, and a great many have failed 
to go to the polls. 

Question, They failed to do so because they are afraid to go ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I know men in my county who failed to go on that account, and 
they are strongly republican. 

Question. Is this feeling of terror and alarm general among the colored people? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not believe that in the county of Cleveland, where there are 
some three or four hundred colored voters, twenty-five of them would dare to vote the 
republican ticket now. And I do not think that in Rutherford the colored men would 
dare to vote at this time. 

Question. Does this feeling of alarm extend to the white people ? 

Answer. It does. I know quite a large number of respectable farmers who, during 
this spring and summer, have not slept in their houses any time. That is, they told 
me so ; I have not seen them sleeping out. And I will say here that I do not believe 
there is a republican family in Rutherford, in the country, that feels any sort of secu- 
rity at night for their lives and property. I do not believe thei eis an exception, where 
the men of the family are known to be republicans, who would vote the republican 
ticket — I do not believe there is a single family but what is in terror to-day. 

Question. I have inquired of you in relation to eases in your own county exclusively. 
How has it been in the county of Cleveland, east of you? 

Ansice7\ I think it has been a great deal worse there. There have been lives taken 
there, I suppose ; I have heard of some. 

Question. How many persons have you heard of being killed in the county of Cleve- 
land by these disguised bauds ? 
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. Ansicer. I do not know that I can state. I have heard of some both ways; the negroes 
have killed two or three with axes when they attacked them. I say two or three j that 
is the general impression. 

Question. That is, they have resisted when they have been attacked? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And it is supposed that some lives were taken in that way ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. One young man received a wound from an ax in the face, and he 
died next day ; so I have heard. There were two other young men who were wounded ; 
there was quite a fight that night with axes and guns, and the old negro says he chop- 
ped with all his might. 

Question. A body of men came and made an attack ou them ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; he says they m;ide an attack on him, and he struck at them with 
his ax, and is satisfied he hit more than two. There have been two or three young 
men who have died in the county, and the general impression is that he killed the two 
or three he hit. They came back again with a larger crowd, and he had some negroes 
there, and fought them from the house. They finally slipped-up and set the house on 
fire; it is a house built with logs, and then weatherboarded with planks. He said he 
would pour water along the cracks of the logs, and it would run down and put the fire 
out. That is the statement I heard from a gentleman from down there, who said ho 
heard the warfare there. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Were they in disguise? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was in every partjof Cleveland County last fall, on business ; I 
passed through there hastily, for I was myself afraid of these disguised men. I would 
not let them know where I was to be after dark. I went in company with the assistant 
assessor, and we were both very much afraid that we would be attacked down there. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. In that county have these cases of whippings and beatings by bands of 
disguised men been as common as, or more common than, in your county? 
Anstvei\ Yes, sir, they have been very numerous. 

Question. Upon what class of persons in the county have these acts of violence been 
committed ? 

An8wei\ All republicans, except the one case I mentioned on Monday. I mentioned 
then a case where the men who whipped a man said that they were preachers, and 
whipped him on account of his bad conduct to his wife. The magistrate said that he 
was told that the preachers would call each other by name ; one would whip for awhile 
and then he would say, Brother Hill, you whip now ; " then he would take hold and 
give him some lashes for awhile, and then he would say, " Brother Dixon, you take 
hold now.^' And in that way some eight or ten would whip him. The magistrate said 
that the man was a n^ember of the republiean party ; that he gave some $50 to them 
to quit, and they sent it to his wife. Mr. McAfee, the member from that county, told 
me about the story, all except the preacher part of it. He said he did not know but 
what that was a good thing. An old gentleman with whom I had been in the habit of 
staying told me that this Ku-Klux was a capital thing, that they could not live with- 
out it ; that the boys did some bad deeds sometimes which they ought not to do, but 
that the organization was a good thing, and was necessary to control the negroes. 
"When he told me this it was a very eool morning, and he said, " If it was not for them 
we would not be sitting here by this fire this morning, for the negroes would take it 
away from us." Said he, " The negroes are working well, and the fear of the Ku-Klux 
keeps them about right and proper." His idea was that the Ku-Klux was essential to 
the welfare of the community ; but he condemned some of the bad deeds that they 
had done. 

Question. Let me ask a question in that connection, in regard to the conduct and be- 
havior of the colored people as a class in your county. Have they been disposed to 
violence and disturbance ? 

Answer. No, sir, they have not. 

Question. Has the conduct of the colored people as a class furnished any ground for 
such attacks as haVe been made upon them, or for any attack upon them ? 

Anstver. I think not ; the colored people in my county have been very independent 
about their voting, but not insolent at all ; they have been outspoken as to their polit- 
ical opinions. 

Question. In every respect, except voting the republican ticket, they have behaved 
well ? • 

Ansicer. Yes ; of course there are cases of larceny among them, and other cases such 
as those we have always had in our courts. But, speaking of them as a class, they . 
have behaved themselves as well, I reckon, as aUy colored people in the Southern 
States; as well as any of them could be expected to do, considering their situation, 
and as well as anybody else. 
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By I^Ir. Pool : 

Question. Has there been any bam burning or anything of that sort in those two 
counties ? 

Answer. I have heard of but one barn being burned in Rutherford ; that was the barn 
of Mr. William Carson. This McGahey was generally accus(;d of it when he was lying 
out of doors ; I do not know who did it. I never heard anybody else accused ; I have 
never heard of negroes accused of it. Mr. Carson's barn was burned shortly after 
McGahey got into trouble with DePriest ; and I believe the general accusation was that 
McGahey burned the barn while he was lying out about the couutry. 

Question. Has there been any barn-burning or house-burning in Cleveland ? > 

Answer. I have never heard of a single case. I think in Gaston County there hav e 
been several cases. I have never heard of any burnings in Lincoln County, or in Bun- 
combe County. I have heard of quite a number of Ku-Klux outrages this spring in 
Buncombe County, some in McDowell County, and some in Polk County ; Polk County 
joins us south, and is on the North Carolina line. 

Question. I would be glad if you would give us as many names as you can recollect 
of those who have been outraged. 

Answer. I have left my best memorandum at the hotel. I will state from memory 
what I can now recollect. Did I state about Mr. Gillespie being taken out and abused 
by them and threatened ? He is a white man ; a gang of disguised men seized him, 
either the last of March or the first of April, pulled him out of his house, and said that 
they thought two hundred lashes would make a good conservative of him ; that he 
had been a radical, and had been unpunished for a long time. There is a colored man 
we call an old issue free negro ; that is, he has always been a free negro ; he was born 
free. His name is Jonas Watts ; he was whipped by them, and had his gun taken 
away. They asked if he had that gun to shoot Ku-Klux ; he said, No. They took the 
gun away from him, and said it was a damned good piece they had captured ; that is 
what he says. They told him that it was about the way he had been voting that they 
visited him*. They visited the house of a colored man named T. P. Bradley, committed 
somo insolence about his house and threatened him, but did not whip him. 

Question. Did they break into his house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they broke his door open, and scattered his things about, took some 
little articles he had, some jewelry and other things. I remember the name of Miller 
Taylor ; he and his wife were both whipped ; I think they accused them of keeping a 
disorderly house. 

Question. Give the time of each case as near as you can come to it. 

Answer. I think that occurred in February last. Then down in the same part of the 
county on the south side, they whipped a young man named Light Hall. I do not know 
any excuse they gave for whipping him, except that he was a radical. He ran and 
got away from them. 

Question. Was he a white man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a white man, and Miller Taylor was a white man also. Joe 
Toms, a colored man, was whipped in April. A colored man named Henry Houser was 
whipped. I believe I have mentioned Martin Doggett, he was twice visited by them ; 
also Martin Pearson. 

Question. Was he a colored man ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; Pearson was a colored man. 

Question. When did that occur? 

Answer. That was the case I stated the other day ; they first robbed him, and after- 
ward whipped him, and then visited his family in his absence and whipped them. 
Question. When did that occur ? 

Answer, In February or March. I believe I have mentioned Granville Miller ; he 
was twice whipped by them. Granville Miller had been tried at our last term of the 
court, and convicted of stealing a bushel of corn, though he was not imprisoned. The 
reason why he was not imprisoned was this : It was corn that he had bought of a man 
he was working for. He bought twenty bushels^ and put the twenty bushels in the 
man's crib ; that is the testimony of the man himself. Whenever he was to have any 
ground in the miU, the agreement was that he should have it, but that they were 
always to measure it out. It turned out that he had shelled a bushel of corn one rainy 
evening, ajjid that he carried it off without notifying this man and letting him meas- 
ure it ; he carried it off and put it on the fence down below the house. He came back 
for his coat, and the old fellow saw him take it down there, and he went down there 
and got it and brought it back. He was indicted for stealing corn, and the jury found 
him guilty ; but the solicitor consented to have judgment against him suspended on 
his paying the costs. 

Question. Who waS the solicitor ? 

Answer. Mr. Bynum. When they whipped him they mentioned that he had^phad 
some difficulty with Mr. Tanner about the rent corn on his land last year ; they also 
mentioned something about his voting. Ihey did not mention this stealing corn to 
him either time when they whipped him. Two or three of the Logan negroes have 
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been Tvhippcd. There arc a great many colored men there of the name of Logan— Dick, 
Henry, and a whole jiarcel of them ; I cannot remember them all now. I have heard 
of their being whix)ped from time to time, so often, and have not made any mcmorau- 
dnra of it, that I cannot well state the cases now unless my at ^ntion is called to them 
by something that reminds me of a particular case. 

Question. Have you heard of any democrat in that county being whipped ? 

Answer. No, sir. There were three white men, an old man and his two sons, by the 
name of Harvey, who were whipped. 

Question. Were they republicans? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the old man and one boy were, but the other boy was not old enohgh 
to vote ; he was a lad some sixteen or eighteen years old. They whipped all three of 
them at the same time. 

Question. Have negroes and others been disarmed by the Ku-Klux in that county ? 

Ansirer. They always take arms if they find any. 

Question. Do you know of any democrats in the county who have been disarmed by 
them? 

Answer. I have never heard of one. I heard of one negro being visited by them. 
They took him out and whij)ped him, and told him as he was working for a good man — 
a Mr. Harrill, I think — that, as Mr. Harrill was a clever man, a right kind of a 
man, he, the colored man, might finish his contract with him, and make his croj) ; but 
he must leave there before the election; that he might work till he laid by his corn, and 
then he must leave, or else they would visit him again. I have heard of their being at 
houses of democrats, but only to get water, or a drink of brandy, or something of fliat 
sort. 

Question. Do the democrats seem to be in any terror from them ? 

Answe}\ No, sir; I never heard one say he was afraid. Mr. Huffmaster said he 
was not afraid of them, and that if I would come to his house to sleep I need not be 
afraid. But his wife was afraid, and he said his wife was in a condition that he did 
not like to have them about to^vn. 

Question. Is there a general state of terror and dread on the part of the republicans 
of your county ? 

Answer. Very great. 

Question. Is it the understanding of the community that it is the republicans who are 
to dread this organization, and that the democrats are in no danger ? 

Ansice)'. That is the understanding of both parties, so far as I have any means of 
knowing. The civil officers of every kind in our county, except some of the magistrates 
and constables in two or three townships, are republicans. I do not believe that, from 
a judge to a constable, I know a single officer in my county who feels at liberty faith- 
fully to discharge his duty. I will say I believe they will all do it, but I think it is 
with the belief that they risk a great deal in doing it. 

Question. Is there a similar state of things in the county of Cleveland,, so far as you 
know ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are the democrats in that county afraid of them ? 
Answer. Afraid? 

Question. Yes, afraid of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. !N"o, indeed ; I think nine-tenths of the democrats in that county are Ku-Klux, 
and three-fourths of the people are democrats. There is no reason to be afraid ; there 
is no terror there in the world, except with republicans. 

Question. Are the republicans in that county in a state of dread and fear ? 

Ansive): Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether they sleep out of their houses at night ? 
Answer. I cannot state much about Cleveland ; I have heard that some men do, but I 
do not know. 

Question. How long has it been since the Union League was in operation in the 
county of Rutherford ? 

Answer. There has been no meeting of the Union League in the county of Rutherford, 
to my knowledge, and I have a good opportunity of knowing 

Question. Were you a member of the League yourself? 

Answer. I was^mong the very first to join it. 

Question. How long since you have had a meeting of the League in the county ? 
Anstcer. None since the presidential election. 

Question. Have there been any in t^c county of Cleveland since the presidential elec- 
tion? 

Anmcer. I think not. It was a very short-lived thing in Cleveland. They had a few 
meetings there about the time of the ratification of our constitution. Just about that 
time we knew of some few organizations of the League, and we voted in the county 
at that time about seven hundred and twenty strong ; but since that we have never 
given more than three or four hundred republican votes, there. 

Question, At what time did these outrages commence there ? 

/ 
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Answer, They commenced in Cleveland soon after the presidential election j in the 
fall and winter following ; I have always heard of some in Cleveland. 

Question, At what time did the main body of these outrages occur in your county f 

Answer. Within the last ten months. 

Question. Most of them since last October ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of them since last November. 

Question. Have you frequently attended meetings of the Union League ? 

Ansiver. I have attended them a great many times. 

Question. Tell us whether there was anything in the obligation of the Union League 
to instigate men to a violation of the law in any form 

Answer. No, sir, not in any obligation I saw, or in any books or ritual that we had. 
We had a charter for our League, which was signed, I think, by Judge Edmonds ; that 
is my remembrance. 

Question. Judge Edmonds of this city ? 

Answer. I do not remember where he lived, but he was chief president of the National 
League. I think the ritual was gotten out when he was president. We had some lit- 
tle blue pamphlet books, quite a number of them, which we sent up for and got. 

Question. Did you allow those books and obligations to be public ? 

Ansivet\ Among ourselves ; we did not make them public to the world ; any member 
had a right to see them and use them. I will state the way we always organized 
• Leagues in my town aud in my county. We had stated meetings once a month ; offc- 
ener than that when we were organizing ; probably every two weeks for a time. We 
met at the court-house, at 12 o'clock of Saturday. 

Question. In the day-time f 

Answer. Yes, sir. We would ring the court-house bell, and allow every fcitizen who 
wanted to come in to do so. The people all over the county attended ; it seemed to be 
something that attracted the attention of the people, and there would be large crowds 
there. Very often they filled the court-room. As I was president of the League at 
Rntherfordton, it fell to my lot to read from this book the principles and objects of the 
Union League, and read them to the audience at large. And then I would state that 
if any citizen there wished to be a member of the order, assuring* him that there was 
nothing offensive in the oath which we required, nothing that required a loyal man to 
do anything but what he would be willing to do 

Question. Was there anything of the kind in the obligation ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; there was nothing in the obligation, except to support the Union, 
and loyal men for office in all places, from the highest to the lowest— I think that was 
the expression used— in town, city, State, and National Government ; to support none 
but true and loyal men for any office. There was nothing in it that required a mem- 
ber to vote for the nominees of any party, but simply that the members would not vote 
for anybody except those who were loyal to these principles. It set forth, first, that 
it was to uphold, strengthen, and maintain the National Government ; to aid in the 
education of the masses 5 to elevate the laboring classes of the country to positions of 
honor and respectability in society, and to maintain a brotherly and kind feeling 
toward all people. 

Question. Did the members of the League conceal their membership from the world 
at large ? 

Answer. No, sir ; no man in my county did. As I was going on to state, our manner 
of organizing was this : if I was acting, as I very often was, for I was active in organ- 
izing Leagues, believing they were the very thing to restore harmony and good feeling 
among the people — if I was acting I would say that if any gentleman wished to join 
the League he would give his name Ito some of the members I would designate, and 
they would wait on him. Sometimes we would get quite a list of names ; I think I 
hkve initiated as high as sixty in one evening. Then I would request that all persons 
who were not members, and who did not wish to become members, to retire. And of 
course any person who had any gentility about him would then leave the house. We 
would then take these names and vote whether we would receive them or not. 

^wesf ion. Did you ever reject anybody ? 

Answer. There" was one man rejected for a while, but finally he got iu. 
Question. What did they reject him for ? 

Answer. They did not think he was in good faith. He was a very good citizen, but 
he was barred by the foui-teenth amendment. After he got in he was pardoned, and 
then he left us and joined the? democrats. He ask^d me if I thought it would be of 
any advantage in case of a confiscation of land ; I told him none in the world, that it 
said nothing in the world pertaining to that ; that the only advantage it would be for 
him to be in the League, that it would strengthen the Union party in the State, so that 
we would be restored and there would then be no confiscation. There was nothing in 
the League, never any decree, or order, or anything, pertaining to the private relations 
of any man ; nothing to violate any principle of law or honor. 

Question. Was any advice given by it to the colored men to be insolent or disorderly 
in any way ? 
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Answer. My advice, and the advice of every republican that I overheard make a talk 
in my State to the colored men, has been to be peaceable, to be industrious, to be hon- 
est, and especially to be respectful to the white people ; to vote their principles, just • 
whatever they chose ; to vote intelligently and undcrstandingly. I have made a great 
many speeches of that kiud ; I have taken great pains when speaking to a large audi- 
ence of colored men mostly. I would say : " Here are these white men, you have 
been raised their slaves and have been their property, and you must not expect 
them to treat you with all the respect and dignity that belong to free men, right at 
once ; the people are not educated to that, they cannot do it. But if these men will 
allow you to exercise your rights, to be free and to have all the privileges that 'the 
Government contemplates, you ought to treat them with great courtesy and respect." 
I have always said that to them, and I have never heard any republican say anything 
else to them. 

Qimtion. Of the white men who went into the League with you, what were their 
relations to the warf 

Jimcer. Numbers of confederate soldiers went into the League; and there are mem- 
bers of that in the Ku-Klux Klan. 

Question. Were there many Union men in your section during the war? 

Ansive)\ Yes, sir ; though I did not live in Rutherford County during the war. They 
always voted down secession from the beginning to the end ; there never was an 
election held in Rutherford County in which the democratic party, the secession party, 
were successful. They have not carried that county for fifteen or twenty years. It 
was an old whig county at the beginniiig of the war. When you were a candidate for 
governor Rutherford County gave you a very handsome majority. At the first election 
m February, 1861, a most overwhelming majority was given against calling a conven- 
tion, and the men elected were opposed to that convention. And ever since the Union 
element has always prevailed with the white men. We ratified our present State consti- 
tution by a majority of between eight and nine hundred votes; the general ticket 
averaged about eight hundred votes. 

Question. How many colored voters have you in Rutherford County? 

Anstver. I do not know now ; our colored vote is very materially changed. 

Question. How many did you have at that time ? 

Ansiver. I think four hundred and sixty is the mo st I have seen on our books. 
Question, How many white voters ? 
Answer. About one thousand eight hundred. 
Question. You carried the county by what majority ? 

Answer'. Captain Eaves, for senator, received something over nine hundred votes ; 
I think he got a few conservative votes. He was a confederate captain, and his men 
pretty much all voted for him regardless of party. 

Question. How much majority did your county give in the presidential election ? 

Answe)\ I think it was five hundred and ninety. When we voted for the ratification 
of the constitution there were quite a number of men barred from voting by the re- 
construction acts, and as soon as we ratified the constitution that turned in a very , 
large class of voters. 

Question. And even then you carried the county by five hundred majority? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; by five hundred and ninety. 

Question. A majority of the white men of the county voted the republican ticket ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; we have never failed to carry the county by a majority of the 
white voters. 

Question. Do you think you did it last summer ? 

Answer. I know we tftid. There were not more than three hundred colored men voted 
last summer, and our majority stood from two hundred and fifty to five hundred ; our 
sheriff carried the county by more than five hundred majority. 

Question. Are there any colored men in office in your county ? 

Ansiver. Some are members of school committees. 

Question. Are there any colored magistrates in your county ? 
* Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are there any colored officers except some school committee men ? 

Ansicer. I think one of our town commissioners is a colored man. We had one there, 
a very excellent man, who died, and I think another colored man has been appointed 
in his place ; he is a good citizen. 

Question. Has there been any complaint about malpractices by your county officers 1 

Ansiver, A great deal in the campaign last summer about the county commissioners 
expending money in laying off townships, and the expense they had incurred in 
establishing the new system under our constitution. 

Question, Did they accuse the commissioners of dishonest practices in office ? 

Answer. No, sir ; only of extravagance ; that the legislature had allowed them three 
dollars a day and they had met very often to transact their business. 

QuestUm. They did not accuse them of any corruption I 
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Answer, No, sir ; I have never heard any expression made against republican officera 
in our county for corruption, except in a letter addressed to General Blair by this man 
Schenck, in which he said that Judge Logan was corrupt. 

Question. He is judge of your circuit ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he lives in our own county. Some of our magistrates are ignorant 
and do not know very well how to discharge their duties ; but that has always been 
my experience, from a boy. 

Question, No more ignorant magistrates now than before the war ? 

Answer. No^ sir ; and we have a better class of magistrates since we have elected 
them by the people. I have heard no complaint, but I know they do their business 
rather loosely. 

Question. Have any charges of maladministration or corruption been alleged by these 
Ku-Klux as an excuse for their outrages ? 

Ansiver. Not in our county. The general expression is that Holden is a bad, corrupt 
man, and Littlefield is a swindler, and aU such expressions as that ; but nothing in 
regard to our county officers. 

Question. Now tell us what the democrats say about the Ku-Klux, whether they 
palliate or excuse their offenses ; and what the republicans say, whether they condemn 
them or not. Are the parties divided in sentiment on that question ? 

Answer. My examination here has brought out that we have a conservative paper 
and a republican paper in our town. 

Question. A democratic paper and a republican paper in the same town ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the tone of those two papers ? 

Answer. The tone of the Star has been all the time very bitter against the Ku-Klux. 
Question. Is that the republican paper ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it has denounced them in unmeasured terms all the time. While 
the Vindicator has usually said it did not indorse violence or anything of the kind, 
it has always charged that no such thing existed ; that it was a mere trick on the part 
of the republicans to make political capital. It has always said that until recently. 
In an article, since the outrage upon me, it comes out and admits the existence of the 
organization and denounces it in very respectful terms. I have here this morning a 
little article that will show something of the tone of things there at present. I will 
state that a great many conservative gentlemen seemed very kindly disposed toward 
me, and a ^eat many in the village came to see me after I was hurt, and expressed great 
mortification at the outrage, and denounced it in unmeasured terms ; but some did not. 
Two physicians, both men who have practiced in my family, came to see me. They 
were conservatives, but they seemed very bitter against it. Here is the article to 
which I refer. 

Qwesfiow. From what paper is it? 

Answer, From the Raleigh Telegram ; I received it this morning ; it is on this subject. 
Question. Is the extract taken from one of your papers ? 

Answer. It is an editorial and will more fully answer your question if it is read. I 
will read it : 

"The Ku-Klux of Rutherford. — Messrs. Logan & Carpenter, of the Rutherford 
Star, in order to corroborate their statement, and the statement of the Vindicator, as 
to who it was that destroyed their office and maltreated Mr. Justice, have addressed 
a letter to L. F. Churchill, esq., a promhient conservative lawyer of Rutherford, who 
was in that place on the night of the raid, asking him for his opinion in regard to the 
party. Mr. Churchill states it as his opiniou that the raid was * a regular Ku-Klux 
visit,' and states that such is Hhe almost universal opinion of the citizens of Ruther- 
fordton without regard to party.' He also condemns the outrage in unqualified terms." 

Question. I am not- speaking so much about what they say now, since the outrage 
upon you, but what was the course of the Vindicator before this outrage upon you ? 

Ansiver. It was to deny, or in substance to apologize for the outrages, to allege that 
the outrages were greatly exaggerated, if they existed at all; that incompetency upon 
the part of State officials, and insolence on the part of negroes in some parts of the 
State, their having committed rapes, &c., was the cause of it. It took very much the 
tone of all the conservative papers of our State ; they all seem to follow the lead of 
one sheet in tone and sentiment— the on,e which is the mainspring for aU. 

Question. What sheet is the mainspring ? 

Answer. The Raleigh Sentinel ; that is the leading daily paper in the State, and all 
the conservative papers I read, with the exception of this Raleigh Telegram, and the 
Old North State, published at Salisbury 

Question. Is not the Old North State a neutral paper ? 

Answer. The editor, Mr. Haynes, is a very strong conservative man ; I have always 
80 regarded him. But he does not take sides with the Sentinel ; he takes ground with 
the Telegram. In the Star office are received exchanges from all over the State, and I 
look over the editorial and leading articles in them. 

Question. You say all the other democratic papers in the State seem to follow the 
Sentinel ? 
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Ansxcer, Yes, sir, and deny the existence of the Ku-Klux Klan, or apologize for it in 
Bomo way. 

Qimtion. Who edits the Sentinel ? 
Answer, Mr. Josiah Turner. 

Question. Did that paper notice the outrage upon you shortly after it occurred ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I saw an extended account of " the affair at Rutherford ton " in its 
editorial column. 

Question. How was the first notice headed of the outrage upon you I 

Answer. It was headed "Another radical outrage." I have not seen it since I saw it 
there. He went on in his article and intimated that Judge Logan and myself had 
been in complicity about the thing, and had arranged to have the outrage perpetrated 
upon us in order to make political capital. Now, if we are let alone by the Ku-Klux 
we do not need any political capital in our section, for wo are as strongly republican 
as we care to be, if our people were allowed to vote. 

Question. When did this outrage occur ujjon you? 

Answer. On the night of the 11th of Juno. 

Question. Read this article [handing witness a paper] about the outrage upon your- 
self, published in the Daily Sentinel of June 30. 
Answer. [The witness read as follows :] 

" The great outrage, says the Asheville Citizen, which has been reported in Ruther- 
ford, is said to have been gotten up by the Rads in that section to further their pro- 
gramme in the coming election. 

"We had no doubt but that this was so as soon as the news reached ns. Carpenter 
wanted a press doubtless, and hoped that his friends in the North would contribute 
and purchase*him a new one. Justice and Logan saw that old Rutherford was about 
to be redeemed, and it is suspected that they got up the affair in order to put the 
county in a state of insurrection, and give themselves a little notoriety. 

" Tbese moves on the board are too thin to deceive the most ignorant. We suspect 
that Grant will smell a mice as he did in the Holden affair." 

Question. Look at this paper, [handing witness a paper ; ] it is a copy of the Sentinel 
of July 1, 1871. Read the portions of an article I have marked, in relation to what 
became of the men who were arrested for the outrage on you. 

Answer. [The witness read as follows 

" Went Ho^n^e Rejoicing. — About 7 o'clock on Thursday evening the prisoners from 
Rutherford and Cleveland Counties were released on bail from the foul dungeon into 
which Judge Bond had committed them, after refusing bail in the sum of §45,000. 
When Klirk -arrested in Caswell and Alamance without discrimination the innocent 
with the guilty, the people made common cause against their oppressors. 

" So it is in Rutherford and Cleveland. Marshal Carrow and old Biggerstaff may 
have arrested some men guilty of whipping Biggerstaff, but to arrest a whole neigh- 
borhood and men from two counties whose character and standing, for fifty years, gives 
assurance of their innocence, is more than any people will tolerate. It is natural for 
the good men of these two counties to combine against those who have committed in- 
nocent men to jail, who stood ready to give bail, and, in all particulars, comply with 
the law. 

" When the men of Rutherford and Cleveland submit to such arrests without raising 
a clamor against the oppressors, they are no longer fit to be free." 

Question. Were those men arrested after bills were found against them, and upon a 
capias from the United States court ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they were. 

Question. That article is a comment upon the arrest I 

Answer, Yes, sir, and it misrepresents the whole facts, for I was present at the court 
and know. When the parties were brought up and the case continued to a special 
term in. September, Judge Bond stated that the parties would be required to give bond 
in the sum of §S,000 each. Mr. Strong, attorney for the defendants, rose and offered for 
Mr. Plato Durham, also an attorney, to sign to the amount of $45,000, stating that he 
had power of attorney from citizens of Cleveland to sign for the amount of §45,000 
toward this bail. Judge Bond stated that that would not meet the case ; that he 
must have the personal recognizance of the parties. It is stated in that paper that Mr. 
Phillips advised what was done ; but Judge Bond after that consented- that the clerk 
of the court, or a good United States commissioner, should go as far as Charlotte, or 
further if he wished, and receive bail for these parties. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) , 
Question, Who is Mr. Phillips ? 
Answer, Assistant attorney for the ftnited States. 
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By Mr. Pool : 

Question, There is an article in the Sentinel of June 24, 1871; headed " Despotism." I 
mil not read the whole of it, for it is too long, but I will read this much : 

" Despotism. — On Thursday thirty-nine citizens, among them some of the most re- 
spectable citizens of Rutherford and Cleveland' counties, were committed to jail here 
for the want of bail in the sum of $2,000 each, for an assault and battery upon one 
Aaron BiggerstafF." 

Were those men the " most respectable citizens" of Rutherford County ? 

Answer. I did not so regard them. Some of them are respectable men, and some of 
them are not so very respectable. There were only twenty-nine arrested, instead of 
thirty-nine. 

Question, This is an exaggerated statement I 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is this paper published in Raleigh, where this court was in session ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it is published on the border of the public square, in front of the 
Yarboro House. 

Question. The same article says : " Biggerstalf and his witness failed to appear after 
being summoned. Capiases were issued for the sheriff to arrest and bring them before 
Mr. Moore." Mr. Moore was the United States commissioner at Shelby. 

Answer. Yes, sir. That was the case I referred to the other day. 

Question. The article goes on to say : " Two of them were arrested, and one, Mrs. 
Norvill, witness and daughter of Biggerstaff, fled and was not taken. Mr. Moore bound 
the prisoners over to appear before him again on the 25th day of July." Is that the 
case where they were run off, where the Ku-Klux attacked them on th&' night you re- 
ferred to ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The case rested there, and the district attorney sent a summons for 
the witnesses to appear before the court at Raleigh, sent them before the grand jury, 
and obtained a bill, and at once sent the marshal to arrest all the parties in the bill of 
indictment. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. McAfee and Mr. Carson appeared for those men ? 
Answer. I understood so. 

Question. I see it stated in this same article that " Messrs. Bragg, Strong, Durham, 
McAfee, and Carson, appeared for them before the court." ' 

Answer. I noticed Mr. McAfee and Mr. Carson there, and I saw Mr. Strong rise in 
court and make motions. 

Question. Who is Mr. Durham ? 

Answer. Mr. Plato Durham is a gentleman who was a member of the constitutional 
convention. He was then elected to the legislature, and afterward he became a 
candidate for Congress, 

Question. On the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was the nominee of the democratic party, and made the cam- 
paign. It was a very close contest between Mr. Durham and Mr. Jones. The first 
count gave Mr. Durham a majority of two or three votes ; but after examining into 
some illegalities and some irregularities in some precincts, it was found that Mr. Jones 
had a small majority. 

Question. Mr. Durham resides in Cleveland County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at Shelby. 

Question. Is he the gentleman who you said was at the last term of the court in 
Rutherford County, and, in your opinion, instead of attending to business before the 
court, proceeded to organize the Ku-Klux there, and admitted members ? 

Answer, That is the gentleman. I do not know that he transacted any business with 
the court j he did not seem to have any business there. 

Question. What is the understanding of the community there about his connection 
with the order ? 

Answer, 1 have heard he was a leading officer of the order in Cleveland County. 

Question. A leading officer of the Klan ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard so. 

Question. What have you to say about Mr. McAfee ? 

Answer. He is the present mernber of the legislature from Cleveland County. I have 
heard that he was formerly the county chief; I heard that through a man who says he 
is a member of the Klan, and that he obtained his information from the chief of his 
Klan. 

\ Question. That he was formerly the county chief of Cleveland County ? 
' Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is, he preceded Mr. Durham ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. Is he a member of the present legislature of North Carolina ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Of which house ? 
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Answer. Of the bouse of representdtives. 

Qncstioii. Is Mr. Carson the man who was your competitor ! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In your canvass with Mr. Carson, what ground did you take upon this Ku- 
Khix question *? Did you denounce them ? 

Answer. I did, rery bitterly, and in the most unmeasured terms, as an outrage upon 
decency, law, and order, and intended, as I believe, by the democratic party, to break 
up and destroy the Government. 

Question. What did Mr. Carson say ? 

Answe}'. He generally in his speeches denied the existence of any such thing, and 
said that if there was any Ku-Klux in the county, he did not know it; and that if 
there was any in the county, ho did not know that he would vote for him. 

Question. Did he denounce the outrages? 

Answci'. No, sir; he denounced Kirk being brought into the State by Governor 
Holden. That was the great point with him. He said he was in favor of law and 
order, and not in favor of any outrages being committed. And he made the assertion 
that there had been no outrages committed by any Ku-Klux, except some negro Kii- 
Klux. I mentioned a case the other day, where some negroes in Orange went out in 
retaliation : but they have been caught and put in the penitentiary. 

Question. He followed the lead of the Sentinel ? 

An8we)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he say anything about Union Leagues ? 

Ansicer. I think he referred some to the Union Leagues. * * - 

Question. Have there been any Leagues held in North Carolina since the latter 
pai-t of 1863? ■ 

Ansiver. I have not heard of them. I have regarded the League as dissolved; there 
was no act to dissolve them, but we have ceased to hold meetings in my section of. 
the State, and I have not heard of any being held anywhere else in the State. 

Question. There was no meeting of the State council after 18J8 ? 

Aimvei: Not that I am aware of. 

Question. The League dissolved after the presidential contest? 

A7i8wei\ Yes, sir, so far as I know, throughout the State. I do not think I have 
conversed with any member of the republican party who has said they have had any: 
meetings since then. 

Question. You believe that to be the fact ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not think there has been anything like a League organization 
in North Carolina since the presidential election. I have heard Mr. Turner allege in a 
speech which' I heard him make, and I have seen it hundreds of times I might say, a^ 
great many times at least, published in his editorial columns, that if there was any 
such thing as Ku-Klux, it was organized to put down the Union League, to counter- 
balance the effects of the Union League. 

Question. Tell me whether, in your opinion, this common denial by the conservative • 
papers im the State, and by all the democratic candidates, Carson and others, has had . 
a tendency to encourage the Ku-Klux, or otherwise ? 

Answer, Every conservative speaker, and I think every conservative paper, except 
one or two, have gone on in such a way as to encourage them, to keep them up. . It is a 
matter of belief with me that nine-tenths of the democratic party in North Carolina 
are either members of the order, or have an idea of its workings and intentions, and 
secretly and slily encourage it ; and some of them openly and boldly do so by their 
speechjcs and their writings, by apologizing for the outrages, or denying them, and also 
denouncing the subjects of the outrages as vile persons guilty of some crime^ 

Question. Was J udge Logan a member of the confederate congress ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he was. 

Question. Is he a man of property and character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a man of good property and of good character. 

Question. Did you ever hear anything alleged against his character until recently ? 

Ansivet\ Nothing openly, I think. 

Question. Did you ever hear him accused of anything dishonorable until he took part 
against the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicer. Never in the world. He has been a man highly regarded for his purity of 
character, firm integrity, and truth. 

Question. Of high social standing ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of good family connection? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a man belonging to one of the first families in Eutherford 
County in point of creditability and i^roperty. His own family is one of very high 
revspoctability. 

Question. How old a man is he ? 

Answer. He is turned of fifty. 

Question. Has he been a member of the bar and practicing law for some time? 
10 N C 
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Aimce)*. He '^as a member of tlie bar before the war. He was elected elcrk of the 
county court of Rutherford County soon after he was twenty-one years of age, and 
served in that capacity for a great while, and afterward he was admitted to the bar, 
and I say here, that I do not believe any democrat in Rutherford County, stating his 
private opinion of Judge Logan aside from politics, would say less of him than I have. 
I have never heard one of them give him a worse name than I have stated here to-day. 

Question. Was there any feeling against Biggerstaff for the aid he rendered to Union 
prisoners during the war ? 

Answer. I have always understood there was. Some of h^ neighbors, some of the 
men he alleges have had trouble with him, I have understood, have been very bitter 
against him on the ground that he was a friend to the Union cause and aided Union 
prisoners. I say that he aided them ; I have heard him say so, and I have seen testi- 
monials in different handwritings from captains, lieutenants, and various officers, stat- 
ing that on such a day they received supplies of provisions and advice from Mr. Big- 
gerstalF, and requesting all the Federal officers and soldiers to treat him with respect 
and courtesy. Those prisoners had to go very slily through our country ; there was a 
great scarcity of provisions, and it was with difficulty that they could get anything to 
eat. They could make themselves known only to negroes and such white people as 
they learned were Union men. 

Question. And Mr. 3iggerstaff was active in aiding them ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and very often went with them considerable distances to pilot them 
beyond points of danger. 

Question. You say that a very bitter feeling existed against him on that account ? 

Ansii^er. 1 have not heard much of that of late ; but there seemed to be a spite got 
up against him after that, and since that time there has been a very bitter feeling 
against him ; he was a member of the Union League, rather a fussy and talky member ; 
he has said a great deal, used a great many words of very little use, unmeaning words. 
It seems to be his w^eak point to talk too much, and say things not worth anything to 
himself or friends. 

Question. Do yon know the names of any men generally understood to be chiefs of 
Ku-Klux camps in your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard some ; I have heard that Mr. Daniel -Martin was chief 
of a camp. 

Question. Where? 

Ansiver. Down in the Duncan's Creek community. 
Question. What sort of a man is he ? 

Answer. A man of ordinary character; he has recently married a very worthy young 
lady, of veyy excellent family. 
Question, Is he a democrat ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and rather a prominent young man. He is a sort of wild, ru^ie 
man, but I have never heard anything alleged against his character. 
Question. Is he a man of property ? 
Ansiver. 1 have heard he has some. 

Question. Can you give us any other name that you know ? 
Answer. Another is Jesse DePriest, 

By Mv. Blair : 
Question. Do you know that ? 
Answer. Not of my own knowledge. 

Question. Senator Pool asked you to give the name of some other that you know. 
What do you know about that f 

Ansiver. I was rather answering in connection with the first question, to state the 
names of persons understood to be chiefs of the camps. I am stating what I have 
heard from various persons outside, and then what I have heard from this man 
Downey. He says that Jesse DePriest is the chief of his camp, the man who initiated 
him ; I heard him tell that to Judge Brooks. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. What sort of a man is DePriest ? 

Ansivei\ He lost one leg in the confederate army ; he is a man who drinks a great 
<leal ; a tolerably shrewd fellow, and I think a mighty mean one, to give my opinion 
of him ; a man who would not scruple to do anything that is mean. 

Question. Is he a man of any property ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; he keeps a little dram-shop on the road-side. 
Question. Is he a democrat f ' • 

Answer. Yes, sir, and a very active one. He was nominated for coroner, and received 
all the votes east by the democrats except one or two. My brother, who is a democrat, 
said he was not going to vote for a Ku-Klux for office. He publicly declared at the 
election that Jesse DePriest was a Ku-Kh'x, and the chief of a camp. 

Question. Did anybody dispute that ? 

Answei', No, sir ; and upon that I saw my brother scratch his name oif. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



147 



Question, You say he was a candidate for coroner ? 
Anstvcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the dut/ of a coroner ? ^ 
An8wet\ To hold inquests over dead bodies, and make investigations. 
Question, He was not elected ? 

Answer, No^ sir : he failed by some three hundred votes. 

Question, Can you name any other person who is reputed to he a chief of one of those 
camps I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; this young man, Ladson Slills, that I spoke of in connection with 
this trouble upon me, is said to be the chief in the village. He has left the community, 
and as I understood before I left home, ho left with the isitention of staying away, and 
did not cxi)ect to return ; that he had said he was likely to get into trouble, and he did 
not want to get into any. 

Question, Can you give the name of any other person reputed to bo the chief of a 
camp in your county 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard that Mr. Randolph Shotwell was chief of the whole 
county; I heard that from Downey. And I have heard in other ways that Mr. 
Shotwell had for two years been initiating Ku-Klux: in Rutherfordton. I had a sort 
of personal newspaper quarrel, not to any great extent, but an article appeared in 
his paper; he was the editor of the Asheville Citizen last year. He wrote a very 
slanderous article about me, and I wrote something in reply, and charged him with 
being a Ku-Klux, and known to the people about there as such, and he never denied it. 

Question. What is his character ? ♦ 

Answer. I regard him as a man of disreputable character. He is a very shrewd man 
and an excellent writer. He is regarded as, for his age, a man of first-rate talent with 
the pen. He is a son of a very respectable Presbyterian minister, a northern man by 
birth. 

Question, You mean the old man is a northern man by birth ? 
• Answer, Yes, sir, the old man. 
Question. Was the young man bom in Rutherford ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; I think the old man came there when he was small ; he was partly 
raised there. Rutherford has seen more of him since the war. I regard him as a 
vagabond in society ; he has no calling or profession now that I know of. I have been 
told that he was reading law. 

Question, Is he an educated man? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; a good scholar. • 
Question, Has he been a candidate for any office ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he was a candidate on the democratic side to represent Rutherford 
and Polk Counties in the late constitutional convention, and I think he received in 
Rutherford probably sixty-two votes. 

Question. Was he the regular nominee of the democratic party? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; they held no nominating convention, but he was their candidate. 
They voted against a convention, and did not vote much for members of the conven- 
tion. He had riot been there long, and they did not seem to take to him much. He 
was the founder of the Vindicator, and edited it for a time, and then sold out to L. P. 
Irvin. He knocked around a while after that on the do-nothing score, and after a time 
' established the Asheville Citizen, as it is called. I believe he established it as the 
North Carolina Citizen, and perhaps that is what it is called now. Ho was the editor 
of that paper, and wrote a great many bitter and abusive articles; that is his style of 
writing; he is better than Joe Turner himself to abuse and denounce his opponents. 
I suppose his course there was such as to cause the leading men of the democratic 
party to become tired of him, for they dismissed him from the editorial charge of that 
paper. 

Question. Tired of him for what reason ? 

Answei; Because he was so often drunk, and for his insolent bad course there. He 
had a very serious difficulty there with the solicitor, Mr. Lusk, in which he received a 
very dangerous wound, and came very near being killed. Mr. Lusk shot him. That 
was about Ku-Klux, too. Ho had abused the solicitor for sending in a bill of 
indictment against a number of persons who were " the most respectable citizens in the 
country," as Joe Turner says in this case. He abused the solicitor vety much, and the 
solicitor wrote a piece for the paper by way of reply, and I suppose he used pretty 
harsh language in regard to Shotwell. And the first time Shotwell saw Lusk after 
that on the street he knocked him down, and while he was down Lusk fired at him 
and shot him in the thigh, perhaps in both thighs, and came very near killing him. 

Question, Can you name any other man in your county reputed to be a chicj&of the 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer, I have heard that Lafayette Eaves, in the northern part of the county, wa? 
one. ^ , 

Question, W^hat sort of a man is Eaves ? 

Answer, A very respectable man, a merchant, raised by a respectable citizen. His 
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father lives about two miles from town. I Lave heard that he was a Ku-Klux also, that 
DePriest went there and initiated him in his own house. I know he talks about them, 
and seems to be pleased with their success ; he seems to be interested in their welfare. 
I do not think he would go out on a whipping raid, but I think he is a counselor and 
adviser of those men. 

Question. Is he a democrat? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; his brother, who lives a milo below him, is in great terror of his 
life, and there is no more respectable man in North Carolina than Mr. Spencer Eaves. 
Question. What are his i^olitics ? 

Answer. He is a reiiublican, and a very decided one. He lives in a very good house, and 
I do not know a more respectable man in the State. He is an old man, and has one son, a 
boy of some seventeen or eighteen years old, whom they have threatened very often, and 
of late they have threatened the old man. He has heard of these threats, and is greatly 
in fear. I have heard of his lying out of house at night of late. That is really the 
condition of things in my section of the country. Now, while it would not seem that 
this man would countenance a raid on his own brother, yet he is so wedded to the 
Klan, is so much in favor of them, or what they seem to advocate, that ho will belong 
to and aid a party that has threatened to whip and abuse his own brother for nothing 
but his political principles. 

Question. Is it your opinion thajfc it is the general belief in the community that a man, 
by joining the Klan, or by talking in their favor, as this JVIr. Eaves does, can be safe 
from danger from them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir J I have no doubt but what a number of citizens have joined them 
with that understanding, that they would become members of the Klan, but not to be 
active or participate in any acts of violence, but simply be members for the sake of 
proiteetion ; yet at heart they are different in x)olitics. 1 think I know of several in 
that very situation at this time. 

Question. In the course of our investigation heretofore, there has been reference 
made, and questions have been asked, concerning rapes committed by negroes on 
white women. Has there been any case of that kind in your county ? 

Answer. I have never heard of any case of the kind in the county. There has been 
but one case of tape in Rutherford County since I have lived there, that was brought 
to the attention of the court ; and that was the case of a rape of a white girl by a whito 
man. 

Question. How long ago was that ? 

Ansioei\ Thal^^w^as several years ago, soon after the war, when I first came to the 
county. 

Question, Have you heard of any accusation of rajie upon a white woman by a black 
man ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is there any fear of it ? . • 

Anstver. I know of no fear of it. 
Question. Is anything said about it ? 

Answer. Nothing, except what I have seen in the papers, cha^rging such things upon 
• negroes in other places ; that it is the conduct of the negroes that causes the Ku-Klux 
to do what they do. 

Question. Have there been any rapes in the county ? 

Answer, I could not state that there positively have been ; I could state what I have 
heard. 

Question, State about that as you have about other outrages. 

Anstver. I was told by an old colored woman, and one entitled to credit, I think — her 
word, I think, would be believed by everybody who knows her— that some of her kin- 
folk who lived down in the country were in great trouble about things of that sort. 
She said that when the Ku-K1ux had gone after a negro man in some placfes they had 
attempted, and in other places they had actually committed, rape upon colored women 
in the presence of their husbands. This old woman told it to me as a secret, for she 
said she was afraid to have it known, for fear they would kill her. She sa^d that her 
daughter, who was lately married, was about to be raped, and her husband begged 
them off; and the woman said that he alleged reasons that ought to have deterred any 
man, and the woman told them she was in such a condition that they ought not to do 
it ; and thej let her off. They have moved away from there now. 

Question, How many of these cases have been brought to your attention ? 

Anstver. I have heard of several in that way ; but of none where there was anything 
like proof. The fact is the negroes are generally afraid to tell anything, except one 
now and then ; I think that four or five; may be ten, outrages are committed on negroes 
. and not made known at all, to every one that becomes publicly known. 

Question. 1 want to inquire about the Polly Steadman matter a little, for I have had 
some letters on that subject. AVhat is the degree of intelligence of Polly Steadman ? 
Is she idiotic or anything of that sort ? I mean the one that swore against the Adairs. 

Answer. I do not think she is a woman of anything like ordinary mind. While she 
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mif^ht not be considered an idiot, slio is very near it. Slie is very >gnorant indeed ; she 
is a woman of very little powers of mind. She has been raised in the lowi^st society, 
and has really never had any opportunity to be anything but one of the lowest and 
most vicious of women. 

Quefition. She has several colored children ? 

Answer. The child that was wounded and that she has with her is her child ; and I 
always supposed, from what I heard, that the little girl she dragged out was hers. I 
do not know whether the two oldest were hers or not. 

Question. She is a white woman ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
' Question. And those little children are colored children ? 

Ans^ver. Yes, sir. I suppose they are the children of Silas Weston, the negro. 

Question. Had the nc^ro Weston been helping to run an illicit distillery in that neigh ■ 
borhood ? 

Answej'. It was said that he was first hired by the Morgan boys to make brandy under 
a license, and they are accused of having since that moved their distillery into the 
woods, and employing Weston to make whisky for them 

Question. Has there been any prosecution begun against them in which it was sup- 
posed Weston would be a witness ? 

Answer. The matter was brought to the attention of the United States commissioner, 
but no prosecution was begun. 
^ Question. Was it talked of ? . 

Answer-. Yes, sir. In attempting to compromise and stop the difficulty, I had a con- 
versation with the Adair and Morgan families. The Morgan boys said they were not 
guilty of illicit distilliirg. I said I did not propose to say whether they were or not ; 
bn* if there was a case made this old negro might be brought up as a witness, and they 
could not tell what he would swear. I said, You say you are not guilty ; I ([o not 
kuow anything about that. I think you ought to let the Adairs alone and compromise 
this thing. You are neighbors, and picking each others eyes out, and wasting your 
substance in going to law will do you no good ; I think you had better quit all your 
lawsuits." I saw it was a matter of spite on the part of both families, nothing serious 
involved. 

Question. Were you trying to make a compromise between the two families ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long was this before the killing of the i^gro Weston ? 
Anstcei'. About a week or ten days. 

Question. What condition did you find the town in after you got back again, after 
this outrage upon j^ourself? 

Ansivcr. I found it entirely dark and apparently abandoned. As I went out I saw 
several lights in the windows, but when I returned I could see no sign of a light any- 
where. 

Question » Were the people in a state of terror ? 

Answer. I could find no one ; I hunted around for some time. I am living there with 
men whom I regarded as honorable and brave men, and I have always thought they 
would fight for me anywhere ; some of them are special personal friends. I could not 
find them ; they said afterwards they had heard me, but were atraid to answer for fear 
that the Ku-Klux were with me maMng me call them. After I started to hunt my fam- 
ily, I thought I would go to Judge Logan's, quite a distance off, for I thought my family 
would be likely to go off among my best friends. I seemed to forget that nay neighbor 
was a very special friend; but he had been absent for some time, and I suppose that 
w^as the reason I did not think about his house being open. I did not tliitik of it until 
they called to me from the window. 

Question. You found no^one to answer until you got a light ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Your light would show that you were not accompanied by the Ku-Klux ? 
Ansive)\ Yes, sir. 

Question Did you have any conversation about things in the streets of the town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I met my brother at the steps. He heard I had been in trouble, and 
he come down to see me about it, and commenced to talk with me, and quite a number 
of citizens came around. 

Question. Did you notice in the crowd a young man you suspected, of being out that 
night? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; two came up that I would swear I believe were there. 
Question. Did they hear you talk ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was their demeanor ? 

Answer. Very guilty. 

Question. What did you say about it ? 

Answer. I got a little warm in talking about it, and I denounced any man who would ' 
do such a thing, but said that I would favor the chief if I could, although he came as 
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tlie leader of the band. And I believe I said I would meet any man or any number of 
men, if tluiy would come in daylight, and I would dare any man to acknowledge that 
he had been engaged in committing this outrage upon me. 

Question. Did either of them acknowledge it ? 

Aimver. No, sir ; they "both turned away and walked off. 

Question. Are they there now ? 

Answei'. Addy Shotwell is there ; Ladson Mills, I understood, had gone away. There 
was an occurrence on the Saturday night after that, part of which I have oi' my own 
knowledge, and the balance from information, which I think was the most desperate 
tiling in the whole affair. That was the night I had agreed to meet the Klan at 9 
o'clolk. I noticed a fellow lurking about there, this Robert Horton, who I think is a 
dangerous, corrupt man. 

Question. Is he a member of the order? 

Ansiccr. I think he is. He was knocking about near my house and in the street 
there, though I had not seen him much. Mter night awhile, I went down to the jail, ■ 
where my double-barreled guns had been left by my friends, Avho had had them the 
night before, and were watching around while I was trying to sleep some. There was 
one gun in my house, and three of us were going to take them with us that night. I 
*was afraid to stay in the house, for we thought from some maneuvering we had seen 
that there would be an attempt to come into town again that night. 

Question, You had failed to go out and meet the Klan as you had agreed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and we had seen quite a number of Ku-Klux near that evening 
prowling about and whispering together. I went up stairs with the gun, aud a man 
was with me carrying guns. Mr. Clendenning was in the yard, and said he would 
wait there until we returned. I lighted a candle and set it on my table in the bed- 
room, the same room where they had seized me. There is a window in front of the 
house, and there is a gate there, and then comes a little row of houses. The man that 
was with me sat down right by the window, on the inside. I handed him the guns, 
and brought him a box of caps, so that he might take off the old caps and .recap the 
guns. Mr. Clendenning started up the steps in a very hurried manner and called to 
me. I went to the door, and he said, " Some rascal tried to shoot at you just now." I 
said, "I reckon not." He said, Yes, there was ; I saw him with a pistol presented at 
yonr window ; he ran out of the yard and I pursued him. Now, you put that light 
but." Mr. Clendenning says that he was sitting right at the foot of my steps, on the 
saloon steps, and the light of the window was shining out past where he was. He said 
he heard some noise in the* yard, which attracted his attention, like some one had 
stepped on a stick, and he looked back and saw a man standing there with a very large 
pistol, or a short gun, presented towards the window. He said the light shone so that 
he could see his hand and arm and a portion of the pistol. Hfe said he jumped up, as 
he thought I would be fired at, and as he jumped his movement caused a ray of light 
to fall on the man, and the man ran out of the gate. Mr. Hawkins saw the man, but 
did not see him present the pistol. 

Question. Did they know who that man was ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they had an impression who it was, but were not certain. I was 
slow to think that anybody could be so devilish as to try to shoot me in that way ; but 
Mr. Clendenning said he was perfectly satisfied that in a moment the man would 'have 
discharged, the pistol into the window ; if he had done so, he would have hit the other 
man. This was about 10 o'clock, just after I should have been at my place of appoint- 
ment. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that the chief you talked with, who said he 
was from South Carolina, and who was the principal actor in your discharge — did I 
understand you to say that he said as one reason why you might be discharged that 
they had failed to get Judge Logan, Mr. Carpenter, and Mr. Biggerstaff that night ?" 

Ansiver, He said they had failed to get Biggerstaff and Logan j he did not mention 
Carpenter in that connection, though he said that Carpenter was one cause of their 
trouble ; he said that as they had not got them, they were willing, if I would keep my 
promise, to let me off if I would give them information of those men. 

Question. Did they speak of that as having been the main object of their visit ? 

Ansive)'. He did not say that, but I think he said that they were fully determined to 
kill Mr. Biggerstaff ; that there was no sort of condition for him in the world. The rea- 
son was that he had twice promised them not t» tell what they had done to him, yet 
had gone right off and done it. 

Question. That is, they had failed to get Judge Logan and Mr. Biggerstaff, and there- 
fore you might be released ? 

Ansicer. If I would keep the thing quiet, and come the next Saturday night and tell 
them where they had gone. 

By Mt. Blair : 

Question. I think you stated in your direct testimony that the first of these outrages 
in your section of the country was that upon McGahey ? 
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Ansicer. I think I made an explanation about that; I started out by saying that that 
was the first, and then my mind Avas refreshed so that I recollected that three or four 
weeks before they had whipped an old ne^ro named Nelson Birge. Then this McGahey 
was the second case that I heard of. 

Questioiu What w^as the alleged cause for thcfraid on McGahey ? 

Answer. I never heard that said ; I think they said he was a bad man, or a liar, or 
something of that kind ; that is what his wife stated. I never heard of any i)olitical 
cause, nor do I know what is the politics of McGahey. He is a man I never saw l)ut 
once in my life before this thing occurred. 

Qucsiion. He could not have been a very prominent republican if you did not know 
his polities ? 

Ansicei'. No, sir; not a very prominent man any way, a very ordinary man, but a 
very fighting kind of a man, though not of much prominence in the community as a 
politician or otherwise. 

Question. There was no allegation that the attack upon him grew out of politics in 
any way ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was not alleged. 

Question. Yoit said that he followed up the party that had been to his house in his 
absence ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; he followed uj) one of them. 
Question. Was he accompanied by others in his pursuit ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; they pursued a portion of them that night, to where the difficulty 
oc(^urred at Samuel Biggerstaffs. By reason of his supposing that they were there, 
he went up and shot, or I suj^pose he shot ; somebody shot into Samuel Biggerstaffs 
house. They saw the light there and thought they had got the men there ; and he 
went forward and fired a pistol through the door into the house. 

Question. McGahey did ? 

Answer. Yes, sir: the party 'would not go with him any farther; they said they 
would not go with a man w*ho would do that way, shoot into men^s houses ; that is 
what their testimony is ; and they returned and went to their houses. The next dafy 
after this occuiTed his wife told him that she was certain one of the party was Decatur 
DePriest ; and upon that he took his gnil and started out the second time. Ho went 
out and took the track again in the snow, so that it was quite easy to track the men. 
I heard that they had gone down through a field past Randolph DePriest's spring, and 
on in the direction of the house. He took the track and followed on .up there, and 
when he got there, he called for the boy DePriest, and when he came out he shot 
him. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) . 
Question. He was alone then ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; but the night before some of the neighbors went with him up to 
Sam. BiggerstafPs house, and he fixed, or somebody fired, into the house. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. There was firing by some one into Sam. BiggerstafPs house ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir ; there is no doubt about that. 
Question. Was not Aaron Biggerstaff one of that party ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He was one of the party who accompanied McGahey when McGahey ©r 
some one fired in Sam. BiggerstalFs house ? 

AnswGi\ Yes, sir ; Aaron Biggerstaif, and several other men in the qpmmunit/ also 
w^eut along ; McGahey went out and asked several men to go with him and pursue 
these men that night in hot haste. They followed the track of the men as far as Sam. 
Biggerstaff's lane, arriving there about 3 o'clock at night. They saw a light in the 
house, and McGahey ran right up to the house. The rest of the party swear that 
they heard firing there, and heard Holland, who was one of the party, go up and tell 
him to stop that shooting. Aaron Biggerstaff did ndt go up to the house ; but Aaron 
Biggerstaff and Holland have been convicted of forcible trespass, and fined in court. 

Question. Forcible trespass upon Sam. Biggerstaff ? , 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Sam. Biggerstaff among those who were indicted for the attack upon 
Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did that thing grow out of this other transaction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it was one reason for it ; I think it was one of the causes 
why they w^nt on him so strong. 

Question, Because he was one of the party who accompanied McGahey in his attack 
on Sam. Biggerstaff? 

Answer, I think that was one of the main reasons why they went on him, because 
y there were other men along with McGahey. 
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Question. Among the party tliat pursued, Aaron Biggerstaff was one ? 
Atmver, Yes, sir ; I have no doubt that had a great deal to do with the attack on 
him. 

Question, The subseqent killing of DePriest by McGahey the next day, as a matter 
of course, widened the breach, intensi^d this quarrel ?• 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you had no doubt at all that the attack made upon Aaron Biggerstaff, 
in a great degree, grew out of this original feud ? 

Answei\ I think that was one of the causey ; their language that night indicated 
that ; they asked him if he did not harbor McGahey, and they asked the woman if De- 
cjitiu' was not a good boy ; and a feeling was manifested that night to show that a 
great deal of the trouble was on account of Decatur DePriest having l^een killed. 

Question. And Sam. Biggerstaff house having been fired into ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, This Barton Biggerstaff, of whom you have spoken, was a son of Sam. Big- 
gerstaff ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and lives with him. Alfred Biggerstaff is another party charged 
by Aaron's bill of indictment, and is also a son of Sam. Biggerstaff; he is a married 
man, and lives on the same premises. In the first place, after Aaron Biggerstaff had 
been set upon and beaten, aiad his daughter had been beaten. Judge Logan issued a 
warrant, and arrested the parties whom Biggerstaff and his daughter implicated, or a 
portion of them. 

Question. In what county was that ? 

Ansiver. In Rutherford; no persons were arrested except citizens of Rutherford. 
They charged the outrage upon some persons named Gould, who lived in Cleveland ; 
but if any arrests have been made in Cleveland, I am not aware of it. A number live 
along the Cleveland line ; but all the parties arrested by Sheriff Walker were arrested 
in Rutherford, and all live in Rutherford. 

Question. Instead of trying these men when they were arrested Judge Logan bound 
them over, adjourned the court, and refused to try them? 

Answer. It was not the term of the court there in Rutherford, but the time for the 
term of the court in Cleveland. In consequence of the pressing demand for his appear- 
ance at his terna in Cleveland, as soon as these parties were arrested he bound them 
over to appear at a day when he thought he could hear the examination, aud then went 
on to his regular term in Cleveland, having then disappointed them for two days. 

By the Chairsian, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. This warrant he issued was for them to api)ear before him as a committing 
•magistrate? • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is what is called a bench warrant. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Were they ever brought before him ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not up to this time. 
Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. He designated the amount of the bond which they could file before the 
clerk, and then went off to Cleveland, fixing the day for their appearance on the 8th 
of May. I do not know why he did that, because that was the very day for his next 
court to begin in Lincoln or Gaston County. I suppose, however, that his intention 
was to see if he could make some arrangement with the pembers of the bar ; that 
court usually lasts but one week, while our term of the court is always two weeks.' 
They have heretofore, especially in the county of Polk, sometimes arranged to hold a 
court for the last week of the term, especially as one week always supplies the term in 
that county. I suppose it was his intention to spend a week «!fter the 8th of May at 
home, and examine them there, arranging to have his court above there postponed for 
a week. He went on and held his court, leaving aC similar bond for them to sign. He 
could not be there on Monday and be at Gaston also, some fifty miles away, and travel 
by dirt, that is, by a dirt road. He then told the clerk to fix the trial for the 8th or 
loth of July, and take just such a bond as before, $500 each, to appear at that time, 
and to keep 'the jieace. They refused absolutely to ^ve the bond that he required, 
and said they would go into the custody of the sheriff and be put in jail before they 
would give a peace bond, because some party might commit an outrage upon some- 
body, and they would be accused ; therefore they would not give a bond of that kind. 
The clerk then refused to have anything to do with it, and the sheriff allowed them 
to give bond to appear on the 10th of July, saying nothing about keeping the peace. 
Soon after that these warrants of the United States commissioner at Raloigh came out 
against them, and the deputy United States marshal, Mr. Hester, came down to arrest 
them on that warrant, and then came this trouble of the second attack ux^on Aaron 
Biggerstaff and the trouble about the Shelby commissioner. 

Question. Nearly all of the outrages you Lave detailed seem in some way to connect 
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themselves with the Biggerstaff case, either by parties prosecuting in the interest of 
one or the other, or these men appearing in the snbseqncut cases. 

Ansivcr, No, sir ; not all of them ; I think there are quite a number who have had 
no connection in the world with it. 

Question, Some of these woman cases, and some of the cases of that description, have 
had no connection with it ; but from your details I think nearly all of these cases con- 
nect themselves in some way with the Biggerstaff case. 

Anstve7\ Possibly a great many of the men have been in these raids ; but a great 
number of these cases have had nothing in the world to do, that I can conceive of, 
with Biggerstaff ; for instance, there is the case of Gillespie. So far as my having ap- 
peared in the prosecution, that might have connected me with it. But then thcr^ are 
the whippmgs of all these negroes ; I have not mentioned one out of ten ; the whip- 
ping of Wood, Miller, Taylor, and John Nodine, away over on the other side of the 
county ; they can have no connection with it, except that it is the same organization 
that commits all the crimes. But these most aggravated cases do in some way appear 
to be connected with this Biggerstaff case. 

Question. This appears to have been, if not the first, among the very first cases that 
occurred in your county ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir; this McGahey affair was the first case of any particular note that 
I have knowledge of; the whipping of Nelson Birge was the first I have any knowledge 
of at all. 

Question, What was Birge whipped for ? 

Ansicer. For his politics, it is said ; I reckon the tyuthis that the Klan had just been 
organized ; there is proof of that fact, and they wanted to try and see how they could 
work on old man Birge first. He is an old negro. Their disguises have been so well 
described in their attacks upon Birge and McGahey that we can tell them. Five men 
had on a pale red disguise, yvith a face-covering ; one had on a deep red flannel. Amos 
Owens told the women after that that they were men who had been out in good 
society ; that they were not as bad as Turner's set, and that their purpose was to punish 
bad people. He said he bought the cloth to make the disguises, and the bolt made 
five disguises, and that Decatur bought a redder kind of goods to make his disguise of. 
There v/cre seven at Birge's, six of whom were disguised, and one not in disguise. 
Therefore, when it began it was just in its infancy, just starting. I think that was the 
first Klan ever organized in Rutherford County. There is no doubt but what they had 
organized a Klan of this kind before the trouble at the house of McGahey ; but the 
McGahey case was the first case to which much attention was paid, and it was the 
second case in that county. From that the cases have seemed to have a connection in a 
great degree*; the Hawkins case, the trouble with Holland, all these seemed to be con- . 
tinuations of or connections with the same case as BiggerstafPs and his friends. I do * 
not think that my case had anything more to do with it than all the balance. I had 
appeared against the men w^ho had whipped Martin Pearson, and the men who had 
abused old Mrs. Downey, and the men who had abused Mr. Gillespie and Jonas Watts. 
I was instrumental in getting up the Tessanier case, aftd also the Biggerstaff case. 

Question, In your testimony in regard to the action taken by Mr. Logan, Mr. Carpen- 
ter, and others, does it not ai)pear that Logan took very conspicuous action in refer- 
ence to these cases ? Did he not, after arresting these men, refuse to attend at the 
time fixed for their hearing ? 

Ansice^\ No, sir; he did not. I have stated that the first men were arrested on Mon- 
day. The deputy sheriffs were required to continue their exertions, and to arrest all 
the parties on Tuesday. The whole community was very much excited, and quite a 
number of the men were examined. Tuesday evening the sheriff of Cleveland came 
up with a statement that the citizens of Cleveland were very anxious to have their 
court held, that the lawyers and jurors were waiting ; also brought an assurance of 
the citizens that nothing would be done wrong there, that they would preserve peace 
and order, for they were very anxious to have the court go on. In view of that, and I 
think with the hope of quieting the public mind as much as possible before the hearing, and 
give everything time to settle down, to allow the great excitement that then existed to 
pass away, he took this bond. I thought, and think yet, that it was greatly to the injury 
of the cause of peace and order ; I think he ought to have put them all in jail right 
there, with a heavy bond, for I think their conduct deserved it. 

Question. Before any hearing at all ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I think he ought to have let the Cleveland court go ; and to have 
sat down there and inquired into this villainy from day to day and week to week. 
Wo felt that Judge Logan had fallen very far short of fiUing the measure of his 
position. 

Question, What was his quarrel with Schenckf 

Anstver. Well, sir, it was all about his letter to you. I know of my personal knowl- 
edge that he regarded Mr. Schenck as one of the cleverest members of the bar in his cir- 
cuit. I had heard him speak of him in complimentary terms as a gentleman ; he always 
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seemed to have rather more regard for him than any other member of the bar, who 
practiced before him, down in thact section of the country. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poiand :) 
Question. Where did Schenck live I 

Ansiver. He lived in Lincoln County. He is a man of some prominence at the bar — 
a very good lawyer in the country — and nothing was more surprising to Judge Logan 
than the letter that Schenck wrote to Senator Blair, and which was published. To 
my personal knowledge, I know the letter was false from beginning to end ; almost 
every statement that he made in it as a fact was a falsehood. I am upon my 
oath, and, so far as I know, Schenck's letter was pretty nearly entirely false ; so far as 
I have any information about the matters, he did not tell the truth at all. Judge Logan 
had held the Lincoln court before he saw this letter; Schenck was there, and Judge 
Logan treated him with all the courtesy he usually showed him. He knew nothing 
about it until he came home, and then he found the paper there containing Schenck^s 
letter. He was very cool about it ; I felt like if he did not take steps against it, it 
was not worth while for us to have judges or anything else. A man who will use such 
language as that about a judge can have no respect for judge, law, or anything else, 
especially when all his expressions about the judge are false. Logan is not low down ; 
he is not ignorant, nor corrupt, nor vile ; and he did not do the things that Schenck 
alleges in that letter ; so far ai3 my personal knowledge is concerned, he did not do 
any of them. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, What was it he alleged that Judge Logan had done ? 

Answer, It was that he had arrested a large number of citizens, imprisoned them, 
and then refused to hold the court at Cleveland. 
Question. Did he not refuse it ? 

Answer, No, sir : and when Schenck wrote that letter to you, he had no means of 
knowing what Logan had said, because^ the date of his letter to you was before Judge 
Logan's letter to Governor Caldwell was published. Schenck could not have known ; 
he did not appear the first day of the court. 

Question. You say that Logan did not arrest a large number of citizens ? 

Answer, I say he caused to be arrested a large number of citizens; but he did not 
imprison them, nor did he treat them as that letter indicates ; he caused to be arrested 
upon his warrant some twenty persons. There was a warrant for more than were 
arrested. I say the party intended to convey to your mind by that letter that which 
of my personal knowledge, so far as I can speak of the matter, wa"S not the truth. 

Question, Those were the principal statements of the letter? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it was about that ; that he had refused to hold court at Cleveland, 
but arrested a large number of citizens. It went on to carry out the idea that ho would 
not try them, but just kept them in prison. 

Question. Has he tried them ?• 

Ansiver. No, sir, and I have stated the reason why he has not. 
Question. Why ? t . ' 

Answer. The citizens of Cleveland County sent up to him to hold their court ; and 
then he had a desire to put these men under bond, so as to wait for the public mind to 
cool a little — for the excitement to pass away. The trial was continued for a few days 
or weeks, and he bound the parties in the mean time to keep the peace. In that I think 
he did wrong ; I think he ought to have tried them. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Did he go to Cleveland and hold court ? 
Answer, He did. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. He subsequently punished Schenck ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; when he held the Gaston court he served a rule on him for con- 
tempt. Schenck plead the late act of the legislature, which I think was designed to 
allow a lawyer to abuse a judge as much as he pleases, so that he does not do it right 
before the bench. Logan would not recognize that statute, and an appeal was taken 
to the Supreme Court. Since I have been here, I have learned that Schenck has been 
reinstated. 

Question, They have decided that it was not a contempt unless committed in the 
presence of the court ? 

Ansiva'. Yes, sir; under this new* statute ; but under the old statute of 1868 and 1869 
it would have been a very great contempt. 

Question. Logan disregarded the new statute ? 

Answer, Y'es, sir, and made the rule absolute against Schenck; that is the beginning, 
and so far as the trouble has gone with them. I state further that last year Schenck 
was reported to be the chief of the Ku-Klux in that county. There is no doubt that 
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when Governor Ilolden was after them lie fled the country. He went away to some 
other i)hicc, and I have heard that he was in great fear of being arrested as a chief of 
the Ku-Klux. 

Quesiion. Do you know anything about his connection with the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Nothing in the world, only what I have heard from other i)ersons. My 
acquaintance with him has been very limited ; I supposed him to be a very fair-minded, 
clever man, I certainly knew him as a first-rate lawyer in that section of the country, 
and I was very much surprised to read his letter to you. 

Qiiestio)i, Did you take any part in the Biggerstaff trials ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had nothing to do with it ; I was at church in the country when the 
news arrived. 

Question. Of the first attack on Biggerstaff? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had no knowledge in the world of it until tho judge sent a man 
out there to the constable to summon some men there that evening to report with the 
sheriff. I had nothing to do with the issuing of those papers. 

By the Chair^^ian, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, To summon them as a sheriff^s posse ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I was summoned as one of that posse, and I went. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. That was the first case ? 

Anstoer. Yes, sir; I went with the deputy sheriff, young Mr. Walker, the son of our 
sheriff. We had great trouble in arresting one man; ho violently and positively 
refused t6 submit to the arrest. There were only six or seven there of the posse, the 
balance having gone on to town with the men who were arrested. 

Question. Who was that ? 

Answet. Mr. James Sweezey. He is accused of having been engaged in a great many/ 
of these cases. I think he had been drinking some that evening ; he indignantly 
turned away from the gate, swearing that he wouul not be taken. The sheriff got 
down from his horse, and told us to follow him, which we did. Sweezey wanted to fight 
all the men there ; he gathered up a pair of wagon-gears — he was about to gear his 
mules when the sheriff went to him — and he tried to strike a man named Scoggins. 
Scoggins drew a pistol and was trying to shoot. At one time he came at Scoggins, 
swearing very violently, and the pisjtol was right at his breast, and 1 saw him press 
his finger on the pistol, and I turned it aside. I think Jim Sweezey was one of the 
men in the crowd who got my discharge. I have heard by private letter since I have 
come here that he has run away from the country. 

Question. You were subsequently engaged as counsel; was it by appointment of the 
court, or in what way ? 

Answer. By appointment of the commissioner. 

Question. What were the case§ which you were to prosecute ? 

A^mver. The first case I appeared in was the case against tho parties who whipped 
old Mrs. Downey, the old woman that was going to marry ; I succeeded in having them 
bound over to court. The next case, I believe, was that against tho parties who com- 
mitted the second outrage upon Biggerstaff. I appeared in that case,- and had not 
ranch trouble about the investigation. I asked the witnesses very few questions ; their 
statements were x>lain, and. x>ositive, and to the point ; I did not see that it was im- 
portant that I should ask them many questions. They were submitted to a very 
thorough and rigid cross-examination by the four very honorable attorneys on the other 
side. We got on with the case, until I saw fit to filose for the prosecution, and tho 
court then adjourned for dinner. After dinner the counsel for tho defendant got up 
and said that they were willing that the parties should be bound over without offering 
any testimony.^ 

Question. They waived any further examination ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that the case in which you made the remarks referred to by the party 
at the time they had you out ? 

Answer. No, sir ; we had quite a discussion as to what court this case should go to. 
I argued that the parties should be sent to tho circuit court in Ealeigh, and Mr, Car- 
son and I had quite a discussion over that. He alleged that it would be simply judi- 
cial murder to require thoso men to go to Raleigh. Tho commissioner decided with 
him and bound them to appear at Marion, twenty-five mile» north of us, in McDowell 
County; there is a special terra of the district court of the United States to be held 
there in August. My motion was to take them before the circuit court, which was soon 
to come off at Raleigh. 

Quesiion. They argued that it was improper to carry accused men so far from their 
witnesses ? 

Answer. That was their idea ; mine was that if they were guilty at all, they were 
guilty of one of tho most flagrant; crimes that had been committed by any citizen of the 
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United States, to thus attack persons who were going as witnesses to court. I thonght 
that if the country was going to have protection, we should Jvuow it right soon, not 
wait until August. The case where I referred to the hanging of the leaders and excus- 
ing the poor men was the case of the Government against John Goode, two of the 
Hanics's, and others. 

Question, What was that case ? 

Aimver, That was the case of an outrage upon Gillespie and others. They went to 
several places that night 5 we had testimony in regard to difierent X)laces. 
Question. What did they do that night? 

Answer. They whipped some people, broke open several doors, dragged men out of 
houses, and took articles in different places. . 

Question. You recognized Goode afterward among those who attacked you ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I did. 

Question. And your speech upon that occasion was commented upon generally by that 
crowd ? ' 

. Answer, By several of them, and more particularly by the one who put the questions 
to me. 

Question. By Goodo himself? 

Answer. Yqs, sir; it was Goode that inade that expression. On that evening, when 
the trial was over, he said I ought to treat him, because I had been so hard on him. 
I replied that I had been very easy on him^ and that, if any treat was due, he ought to 
give it to me. He &aid "I believe you would have hung me if you could." I replied, 
" No ; I was as easy as I could be, believing the testimony." He said, You believe that, 
because you would take the testimony of a nigger before you would that of a white 
man." I said, ^* No ; I do not do any such thin^ ; I would believe the testimony of a 
negro as soon as that of a Avhite man when I think he tells the truth." 

Question. He brought that up to you that night ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we had also the testimony of Gillespie. * 
' Question. What was the attack upon Gillespie about ? • ' * 

Answer. They broke his door open, and some men came in and pulled him out of 
the house against his will; kept him out about the gate for half an hour, and talked 
over politics generally; they told him that he was a radical, and had run a long time ; 
that they thought two hundred lashes would make a good conservative of him, and 
they had' come there to give it to him. I believe he said '^two hundred ; " they did not 
say "lashes" or what; that they thought two hundred would make a good conservative 
of him. After threatening him, they told him not to tell anything that had happened, 
and not to vote that y^aj any more ; that if he did, they would see him again. They 
let him off without a whipping. Mr. Gillespie was formerly a magistrate of the 
county. 

Question. And Goode took a conspicuous part in that raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he recognized by Gillespie ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; all the witnesses swear to him. He seems to have a peculiarity of 
voice that is very easily detected ; it is rather a whining, soft voice, so that any man 
familar with him would readily recognize him. And I believe it was said he did not 
wear any disguise. 

Question. He had no disguise on ? 

Anstver. Nothing but his face-covering — no body-cover; 'some of them saw him by 
the light in the house. 

Question. Did you recognize any other of the persons who were engaged in that raid 
as being engaged in the raid upon you ? 

Answer. There were two cases against Goode; one was the case of Gillespie and 
others, and then there was a previous case, on a different night — the attack on Watts. 
In that attack he and William Webster were recognized. And the two McCombs 
were also recognized in both parties; they have left the country. William Webster, 
Goode-, and George Holland were bound over together in the Jonas Watts case ; and 
Goode, Holland, and the two Hameses were bound over in the Gillespie case. Some 
others were discharged ; they were not recognized by Mr. Gillespie, nor by the other 
parties. 

Question. Were not all those men whom you recognized in the attack upon you 
engaged in the second attack on Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. There arernone of them charged. 
Question. Was not Harrili there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that was John Harrili. He lives within six miles of town, and had 
nothing to do with the Aaron Biggerstaff case ; had not been known in it. 

Question. Did you not say that Owens had something to do with the Biggerstaff 
case? 

Answer. He had something to do with the first Biggerstaff case, but not with the 
second. He was not in the crowd that had me. I understood that he was in the crowd 
that was hunting round after Biggerstaff. 
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Question. Were the Shotwells in the Biggerstaff case ? 

Answer. They have never been charged with any raid that I know of, except the one 
1 charged them with. 

Question. Did you not say they were believed to be chiefs ? 

Answer. Eandolph is, but I do not tliink Addy is a bad boy ; I think Randolph is 
leading him into trouble. 

Question. He is a leader in the county? 

Answer. Ho is tho leader of the Ku-Klux organization in the county. 
Question. You say that is believed ? 

Ansxm\ Yes, sir; that is said by this man who is a member of the Klan; that is the 
information he has. 

Question. Were either of the De Priests charged with the Biggerstaff raid ? 

Answer. Not with the second, but they are charged with the tirst. 

Question. How is it in regard to Gaither Trout ? Was he charged with tho Biggerstaff 
matter ? 

Answer. He has had nothing tado with anything over that side of the river that I 
have heard of. The De Priest, Biggerstaff, and Owens crowd are all over in the Cherry 
Jklountain country ; and the Eobinson and Burnt Chimney community are divided 
from them by the Second Broad !River. 

Question. Were any of these parties engaged in any of the other cases before tho com- 
missioner that you have named ? 

Ansiver. I think I have mentioned all that were connected. The men charged with 
being connected with the last Biggerstaff case were the t\^o Witherows, Toms, Bedford 
Hunt, and two of the Gattises ; they are charged with the second Bickerstaff case. I 
believe that Jim Hunt was in the crowd that night they were after me. I heard of his 
going up toward his home early next morning. He lives twenty miles from there ; 
I think it likely he was there, but I cannot swear to it. Jim Hunt was camped on the 
public road within a mile or two of where Biggerstaff was, but above his camp. 

Question. On the night of the second attack on Biggerstaff? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. That is the first Ku-Kluxing that I have heard him charged with. 
If he owed me any personal spite I did not know it. I was at his hou^ last fall on 
revenue business, and ho treated ma very kindly. 

Question, You say you have not charged him with being there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; if he was there I did not know it ; I only say that it was my im- 
pression that he was thfere. 

Question. This Biggerstaff case has attracted more attention iu your community, has 
it not, than any other case ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it has been more violent than tho others; there was more injury 
inflicted and more parties engaged in it — larger numbers than were engaged in any rafd 
until the raid on me. I think there were probably as many, or perhaps more in that 
than in any other raid we have had. I think the community felt more shocked and 
more desperate about this negro-killing than anything that has "^happened in our county. 

Question. By the young Adairs ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Without regard to party relations, I believe they would have 
hung them on motion, without a trial, for the first mouth afterward. The feeling is 
80 bitter against them by everybody — I have been employed by their father for their 
defense — that I have been approached by quite a number of my political friends who 
live in that section of country, and begged not to. have anything to do with it, because 
it would destroy me politically, if 1 appeared iu their defense. They said the repub- 
licans were all afraid that they were guilty, and that they were anxious that they 
should be punished for it. There has been more of general expression of condemnation 
for that outrage, and I think deservedly so, than for any other, because life was 
actually taken there. I know I felt very much outraged about myself, and regretted it. 

Question. Now, in looking over this whole matter from beginning to end — I have no 
doubt you expected to be killed at the time they had you out — ^but in looking back 
over it all, do you believe those men had any intention to take your life? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I do ; I have looked the matter over very carefully, and oftenef than 
I desired to do ; it is a subject that I have thought of a great deal ; I can hardly think 
of anything else now; I think that man told me the truth— that my death had been 
decreed at some camp ; they had a very large party at Amos Owens's, and there were 
probably a hundred Ku-Klux there ; I think it was deliberately agreed by the leading 
men to put me to death, and it was made the duty of this man, and, the men who went 
with him, to execute that order; but, in consequence of my appeals and my i^romises, 
I think I gained his sympathy ; he told me so repeatedly, and assurQd me it was so, and 
we parted mutual friends ; I do not know him, but I woiild treat him as a brother any- 
how. 

By the Ciiairmax, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. That is one of the promises you made which you intend to keep ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ;• for I believed then, and I believe now, that he was the means uf 
saving my life that night. 



158 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



By Mr. Blair : 

Question, From your detail of the circumstances, lie seemed disinclined from the very 
first to do any such thing ? 

Ansicer. He first commenced to converse with me, after asking about Logan, by telling 
me of my course, and asking me if I could assign any reason why I should not be killed ; 
he told me of the order that had been made to kill me, and asked what plea I had to 
make ; I plead pretty smart, indeed I did ; I referred him to my condition as a man, to 
the course I had pursued in the community as a citizen ; I told him that if to abandon 
my politics would save my life I would certainly b© very glad to do so ; that I did not 
wish to lose my life ; that if I was wrong, I was innocently wrong, and that I would 
give up my politics, if necessary, to save my life; I appealed to him and to them for 
sympathy on account of my family ; he then said that he knew my wife when she was 
a girl. * 

Question. And told you that you did not know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he told me so ; but my wife was raised down in the Robinson Creek 
community. I have learned since what convinced me that he lives down there. I 
have heard of two young men who came up to this Cherry Mountain place, and some 
of the men there indicated one to me when I described the chief j they said, '^You 
have described that man exactly." I think the comnjiind was assigned to him because 
he was a South Carolina chief. 

Question. It is a little extraordinary that a man who did not know you, for he told 
you that he did not, and that you did not know him 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is wllat he said. 

Question. It is a little extraordinary that he should have been kindly disposed to 
you, when your friends and neighbors, With whom you have always been upon good 
terms 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have never had any dispute with them. I might have considered 
the remark of Goode about negro testimony as an insult, but I considered the source 
it came from — that he was an ignorant, insolent puppy ; I have never had any trouble 
with him except to denounce the Ku-Klux bitterly and boldly. 

Question. Frt)m this chiefs conversation with you, he seemed to have derived a good 
opinion of you from his conversation with your neighbors ? 

Answer. No, not that, but from his conversation with me that night ; he said that he 
had' formed a difierent opinion of me from that he came there with. He said that he 
had heard a great deal about me ; that he knew my wife when she was a girl, and, said 
he, " I am certainly very sorry for her, and I would like to turn you loose." 

Question. Do you believe that a man who was a stranger in the community, unless 
the thing was all got up by preconcert, would set himself up against all your neigh- 
bors who were demanding your death, and let you go free? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; it might have been a preconcerted arrangement to extort 
this promise from me. I only state the impression made upon my mind. 

Question. Does it not seem to be more natural that your neighbors who were associ- 
ating with you every day, instead of being more impatient to take your life, had 
entered into this arrangement simply for the purpose of extorting this promise from 
you ? 

Answer, I say that is possible, and it is a reasonable construction. 

Question. Is it not more reasonable than to suppose that a stranger would set himself 
up against the opinions of your neighbors ? 

Ansicer. I think the stranger had the right, being in command; and I do not believe 
he had the political spite against me that these men had who had heard me condemn 
the conduct of the Ku-Klux. That is the view I take of it ; that he did not in his 
heart feel any hatred toward me, except that I was a republican ; but they did, because 
I had denounced them and their clan, and in very unmeasured terms. ^ 

Question, He was aware of that ? - , 

An8wei\ Yes, sir, but it did not sound to him as though he had heard it in person. 
Last March, when I was at home, I- made a talk to the people. I said that I did not 
speak in the interest of my party, but I wished to talk to my constituents about ques- 
tions that interested them. I made one very severe remark against the Ku-Klux; and 
I was told after that that one man had said I would catch it for making that remark. 
I was told by a magistrate, a respectable man, in this Burnt Chimney Township ; he 
said he heard a man who was going home that evening say that he scringed from me 
when I made that remark. I can state that remark I made. 

Question, State it. 

Answer, I was referring to articles in the Sentinel newspaijcr, in which it was de- 
manded that I and other republicans in the west must and would vote for the bill to 
call a convention, in order to secure a tw(>thirds vote in the house ; there were some 
republicivns needed to make out that two-thirds vote. The Sentinel made out a list of 
those who would vote with them, mentioning myself with the others. I explained to 
the people my views on that subject ; I told them, what I have' repeated here, that Mr. 
Carson snd myself both opposed the calling of a convention ; that I had had no letter 
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from any conservative or republican in my county, while I was in the legislature, 
suggesting that I ought to support the calling of a conveution. I said : I think Ruth- 
erford County is well represented to-day on that matter; hut if you will get together, 
not as a party, hut as the citizens of Kutherford County, and pass a resolution for me 
to vote for this hill, I will do so when I return to Raleigh, though I am opposed to it." 
I referred to a remark of Turner, that I represented a white county, and ought for 
that reason to vote for the hill. I said I felt proud of all the constituents I had the 
honor to . reprcvsent, except the Ku-Klux; hut I said 1 was not i)rond of them or any- 
thing they might do ; that I was not proud of anything about that class of people, 
that I would be proud of nothing about them, unless I had a receipt for them in hell. 
That was a very ugly word, but that was the word I used. After that the magistrate 
told me that I should be very cautious, for he had heard a man say that I would catch 
it for that remark. I have heard of threats of that kind in numbers that I could not 
tell if I took till to-morrow morning. "I abused the Ku-Klux very bitterly last summer. 
I looked men in the eye that I believed were Ku-Klux, and denounced their organiza- 
tion and conduct in as unmeasured terms of abuse as I could heap upon them, and I 
did it repeatedly. I was not afraid of them then ; I did not think that their organi- 
zation had extended to that degree, that they would attack me. But I think differ- 
ently now ; I am really a refugee from my home, for if I live there it must be by being 
guarded by soldiers or by my friends. 

Question, You say there is a majority of republicans in your county ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir, and there always has been. 

Question. A majority of white republicans ? 

Answer'. Yes, sir; in my opinion, there is a majority there to-day, if a free expression 
of opinion could be given. I do not pretend to say that we would carry any election 
there by the white republican vote, for I beheve that if we' were to vote there to-mor- 
row the conservatives would beat ns on any question, or would do so in August. But 
I believe there is a decided majority of republicans in that county if they could give 
free expression to their opinion. 

Question. I asked you simply about the number of republicans ? 

Answer. I answered by saying that if a free expression could be given, without intimi- 
dation, I thought there would be a majority of republicans there. 

Question. Are all the county authorities on your side ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; our county commissioners are republicans, our sheriff is a life-long 
republican. We claim to come down from the Union men ; we who wCre with you in 
sentiment when you were fighting the rebellion are generally republicans now. Some, 
like Jklr. Merriman, have gone further ; I refer to him because he is very prominent. 

Question. As- that is the ease, and as it is also the case in a number of the mountain 
counties in your immediate neighborhood, with the organization of the county under your 
control, with a superiority of numbers even of w^hite men, with the government. State 
and Federal, upon your side, I wish to know why it is that you should represent your- 
selves as being in such a condition of intimidation and lear from the minority there ? 

Answer. I can explain it to you, I think, to your satisfaction. The minority in the 
main is thoroughly and completely a military organization; they are thoroughly 
and well organized, thoroughly officered and disciplined; they go in secret and dis- 
guised to attack us singly and alone. An organization of that kind we regard as un- 
lawful, both under the State and the national law. There are various statutes on our 
statute-books forbidding any such organization. Why was it, then, that in a town 
where wo^can carry the municipal elections, when a band of disguised men came upon 
me I could not find a man, friend or foe, to take my part ? And I believe I have as 
good friends there, and men who would fight for me as readily as one man would for 
another. Why is it that I am dragged out alone, and when I return to town I cannot 
find a single man about there, democrat or republican ? 

Question. Yon must answer that question yourself. 

Answej'. It is because of. this organization, and the terror it carries with it in the 
community. Every individual who must stand alone and upon his own merits in his 
own home is afraid of these men. If the citizens were organized the ease would be 
different. • 

Question. I understood you to say in your testimony that you and your friends were 
on your guard and were all armed ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, in this way: three or four of us on some nights, six or seven on 
some nights, sometimes perhaps ten, would mutually meet together. It was no secret 
from the conservatives of the community. We were threatened, and we heard every 
day that they were going to come into town and maltreat all of us. We would 
ta£6 what guns we had and get together upon our own premises, or meet at the court- 
house door with a determination to fight them if they did come. There were no officers, 
there was no organization ; it would be like any half a dozen men going out for that 
purpose. We mutually agreed to watch ; that was all. But the republicans are not 
organized in any kind of organization, except by party lines such as are common to ail 
parties. And we have but very few arms; I do not suppose the republicans of Ruther- 
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ford County could raise to exceed fifty double-barreled shot-guns in the whole county. 
We have more about town than anywhere else; men who live about town usually 
have double-barreled guns for bird-shooting. But the faruaers usually have Jong-bar- 
reled rifles to shoot squiiTels with; a good bushwhacking gun, but not very good for 
fighting. I say to you that I am ashamed that we have not resented and resisted our 
wrongs ; we ought to have done it, but we have not done it. It is because we have 
feared tliat in doing so we would become violators of tlio law. I feel that if men would 
stand by nie and assist me, I ought not to be driven from my home when I have done 
nothing why I should leave, and have my interests there destroyed because I enter- 
tain certain political views, whether I am right in them or wrong. I have always* 
said that any man who lives on the continent of America should be allowed to express 
by his vote such views as ho pleases. I have never endeavored to control the vote of a 
conservative, except by argument ; never in my life. 

Question. You do not pretend that all the democrats in your region of country coun- 
tenance such things ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I say there are some honorable exceptions ; I think there are some 
there who at heart very much desire this thing shall be broken up. But I say that, 
until lately, no man, preacher, physician, lawyer, or anybody else of the conservative 
party, has raised his voice against it. I have been told by ministers of high respecta- 
bility, when I urged upon them to use their influence 

Question. Did it never occur to you that those men probably did not believe in the 
existence of the organization ? 

Ansiver. I have been told by ministers that they were afraid of these men, were afraid 
to say a word about them in the pulpit, men who I do not t hink believe in very decided 
l^olitical controversies. They usually vote the conservative ticket, I believe, but I do 
not think they care anything particular about politics. I know- one minister who has, 
in his church, bolcly and very earnestly spoken against it as a great sin, and one that 
would ultimately bring ruin to the church. And I believe that communicants of the 
same church have committed these outrages upon one another in my county. 

Question. What makes you believe it ? 

Answer. Because I know men who are members of the church who have been out- 
raged, and I think I have good reason to believe that members of the same church jyar- 
ticipated in it. I state it as a matter of belief; I know those persons are members of 
the same church. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Are you a member of the church yourself? 
^7isi/?er. Yes, sir ; I am a member of the Baptist Church. 

By Mr. Blajr : 

Question. Now, with a white majority of the republicans, and, as you say, a large 
number of the democrats who you say are opposed to this thing 

Answer. I think there is not any very great number, but I think there are some. I 
desire to mention, in that connection. Dr. Cray ton, of my town. I believe he is 
thoroughly oi)posed to it; and yet he is a very ardent democrat, and fought Kuow- 
nothingism when that prevailed. He is an ardent democrat, and was a secessionist ; 
but I think he despises any such thing as that. I believe he will fail to cooperate with 
the conservative party if they do not quit these practices ; and I believe there are 
others who will do the same thing. I speak of him because I regard him as a leading 
man. I believe Mr. Churchill will be driven away from the party to which he belongs, 
and which he has supported, if they do not quit their course. While he is a democrat 
in principle, if a majority of his yarty go into this thing, he will stand aloof and not 
hold political relations with them. In fact, he has told me so recently. And while I 
believe J»Ir. Carson was willing to receive any assistance the Ku-Klux might give him 
by way of votes, I do not think he believes in such things as this. He told me that if 
he had been there that night he would have gone any distance to defend me. I will 
go further also in regard to the Carson family ; though his nephews were charged in 
other cases with being engaged in these things, I do not believe any of ihe Carson 
connection had anything to do with the raid on me. 

Question. And you assume that all democrats are really Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I assume this : I do not say that all the democrats are Ku-Klux, but I do say 
that all the Ku-Klux are democrats. I say that this order is in the interest of the demo- 
cratic party.' I do not believe they would have organized it for an instant as a secret 
Klan, except to further the interest of the democratic party. That is what I believe 
from all the surroundings. 

Question. It seems that in the very origin of this business, originating with the attack 
upon McGahey, there was no politics at all. McGahey and his friends found no difficulty 
in getting persons to pursue these people, and they actually^ went so far as to fire into 
the house of one man, and then the next day deliberately shot down another man who 
was involved in it. 
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Answet', Yes, sir. I do not know what was the motive of the men who attacked Mc- 
Gahey ; I never have heard their motive stated. They accused him of being d liar, or 
a bad man in some way, and said they were goin^ to kill him ; that is what his wife 
said. But they were organized and went around in disguise long before the raid on 
McGahey. Their organization is known to be in the interest of the democratic party, 
and no man with the information that you must all have can doubt that the organiza- 
tion exists in the South to-day. They are organized for an unlawful purpose, and they 
are politically in favor of the democratic party, and they do a great many deeds to fur- 
ther its ends, and to put down the other party ; while thus organized they choose to 
step aside to commit all kinds of depredations, such as appropriating money, guns, 
pistols, and other valuable articles. Of course that is not political, but their organiza- 
tion is political. 

Question. Your mind is running so strongly on that that you do not take the point 
I was attempting to present. ' 
Answer. What is that ? 

Question. That there Avas no difficulty at all in McGahey — who you say was a man 
without much influence in the community, or very little consequence at all — there was 
no difficulty in his getting together a large number of men immediately, on the same 
night, for the purpose of pursuing this party that had made a raid on his house. 

Answer. I sec your point now. That is right where wp made our mistake, that we 
did not pursue the course he did that night. If republicans had done their duty — I do 
not mean as McGahey did, shoot in men^s houses — but if we had followed them up, we 
would not have these things now. But the republicans were not then so bold. 

Question. You speak of them as being republicans, but at the same time, in giving the 
reasons for this visit to McGahey, you have not assumed that it was because he gave 
republican votes, or that it was done in the interest of any party ? 

Answer. I assume that it was democrats who did it, and it was republicans who 
hunted them. 

Question. Were they all republicans who hunted them? 

Answer. I have said that I did not know exactly what McGahey was. Aaron Bigger- 
staff and Holland and Tony were republicans ; and I think every one that pursued 
them were republicans in feeling. 

Question. How many of them were there? 

Answer. I do not remember ; some six or seven, I suppose, two or three boys, old man 
Biggerstatf, Tony, Holland, Ramsay, and McGahey. No, there can be no doubt about this 
thing, and a man who has seen it and felt it as thoix)ughly as I harve knows that the 
thing is political. I do not say that all their acts are political acts j but I do say that 
it* it was not for furthering the interest of the democratic party in the South, I will 
6wt?ar, to the best of my judgment, there would be no such organization there- to-day . 

Question. Is that your opinion about it ? 

Anstver. That is my opinion, honestly entertained, from all the information I have 
about it. 

Question. Did it never occur to you that this assault upon McGahey, being the begin- 
ning of this business in your county, leading to so many of these troubles, especially 
to tliis Biggcrstaff difficulty — did it never occur to you that if it had* any political 
complexion at all, it grew out of the fact that this band of republicans got together, 
and pursued and actually killed one man, for this raid upon McGahey ? 

Answer. I do not view it in that light for this reason : It was a thing well known to 
us in that State, and it had had the same complexion everywhere, from the sea-coast, 
where it had begun, or in that direction, up gradually as it moved west ; it had the 
same complexion everywhere. And when it came into Rutherford it was no new thing 
to us ; it was new to us as individuals, but the thing itself was not new to us. This 
opinion about it had been believed everywhere else, and it naturally took that shape 
with us. The truth is that none of the democratic party are willing to indorse what 
they say in their public speeches and prints they do indorse. They are not willing to 
indorse now the negro and enfranchisement ; at heart they do not indorse^ it. And 
that is the keystone and foundation comer of this organization — the purpos^ to resist 
the enfranchisement of the negro. 

Question. How do you know that? 

Answer. From the appearance it seems to have, and what they say. I have been the 
victim of a very formidable raid by them, and some were very intelligent persons ; 
they told me that was their purpose. And then I speak of it because that is the tone 
and feeling of the whole thing down there, and has been ever since I have been in 
politics. I know democrats who will now scrooch np pretty close, shoulder to shoulder, 
with the negroes ; yet they feel themselves disgraced, if they will tell the truth about 
it, to even be in the halls of legislation where the negro is. But now that they are 
voters, that the laws of this nation have made them their equals in politics, the dem- 
ocrats say a great many lovely things about the negroes. But it is not for choice, or 
for principle, but in my opinion it is for the sake of party success. 

Question. Is it also your opinion that the giving the vote to the negro was not a mat- 
3.1 N 0 
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ter of predilection to the individuals who composed the republican party, but was 
given ffom a desire to fi;et their votes, when they knew they would not get the votes 
of the white people down there ? 

Answer, We in the South did not desire negro suffrage until Congress offered it, and 
then we accepted it ; and I think I know the light in which we accepted it. We had 
attempted by the aid of the white people there to restore the States to the Union, and 
it was a failure. The sentiment there was going strong against restoration. We fool- 
ishly thought— I would much prefer that our State was to-day a military district, so 
far as security for life and property is concerned — but we foolishly thought that it 
would be a good thing to have our State restored to the Union at as early a day as pos- 
sible. All our desire was to be as speedily as possible restored to our place in the 
Union, and have restored to us our rights of representation here. When the Govern- 
ment said, Take the negro and be restored,^' we did it cheerfully with that view. And 
the idea that the negro would vote against the party that was in control of the National 
Government when he was made free is a very ridiculous idea. There was a man hav- 
ing the fetters of slavery on him, and the Government came up to him and said, " You 
are free.'^ A large body of the white 'people there said that it should not be so if they 
could help it. The Government said, " We will give you this blessing of freedom, and 
we want you to enjoy it." Would it not, then, be the most cruel act, even of an igno- 
rant man, to commit upon himself and his own race, to turn around and vote for the 
party who would take away from him all those rights ? 

Question. Do you not think that was the idea when the vote was given to them ? Do 
you not think that reconstruction upon the idea of giving these colored men the right 
of suffrage was simply for the purpose of obtaining their votes ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think so, and never did think so. I have no means of know- 
ing what the intention of Congress was. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. There is one little thing I forgot to inquire about. Were some of these Ku- 
Klux confined in jail at Marion, where the judge had ordered the United States district 
court to be held in August ? 

Answer. In order to state that fully I must state what the case was. There were men 
confined there 

Question. Were persons charged with Ku-Klux outrages confined in JMarion jail ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the judge had ordered a court to sit there in August ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. It was his western term; he holds a court somewhere in the west- 
ern part of the State— Judge Brooks does — each year. 

Question, He has ordered a term in Marion for the third Monday in August next ? • 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was a term ordered last year. 

Question. Those persons were in jail in Marion ? • ♦ 

Answer. They were committed there on a warrant issued by Judge Henry, and he 
bound them over to appeal* in the United States court ? 
Question. What has become of those persons ? 

Answer. I have understood that last week, since I came to Washington, about the 
28th or the 29th of June, a number of men went there and took them out of jail and 
released them. 

Question. Released them ? 
. Answer. I think the letter I received stated that the jail was broken open, and I 
think the newspai)er stated that the jailer made no resistance; anyhow, they were 
taken out. 

Question. How far is Marion from Rutherfordton I 
Amwer, About twenty-five miles. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Were the men who were there in jail from your county ? 

Answer^ They lived in McDowell County, away up in the corner where Rutherford 
and McDowell join ; they lived on the McDowell side of the line, but as near to Ruth- 
erfordton as they did to Marion, I reckon. 

Question. On the border between the two counties? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but in McDowell County. They committed an outrage there upon 
a lady and her family; they had disguises on. Afterward they took one man out, and 
were going to kill him ; finally they asked what he would give to be discharged. 

Question. I do not know that I care much about all the particulars. 

Answer, I wish to state one i>oint ; they bought liquor and drank it up, and got so 
drunk that they hauled off their face-coverings. 

Question. The^ got so disguised that they became undisguised? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they disguised their minds so that they exposed their bodies. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, And by that means they were recognized and caught ? 
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Ai)i8tc€}*m Yes sir* 

Question. Those were the men who were turned out of jail ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How long was this Samuel Biggerstaff affair previous to the attack on 
Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer. The attack on Samuel Biggerstaff occurred in the early part of February, 
1870 ; the attack 6n Aaron Biggerstaff occurred on the night of the 8th of April, 1871. 
Question. There was more than a year between the two cases f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was Decatur DePriest killed at the same time of the Samuel Biggerstaff 
affair ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; the next day. 

Question. Was he supposed to be a member of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer, Yes, sir j he was also said to have been the chief of the first camp organized 
in the county. 

Question, You said you thought the attack on Sam Biggerstaff, and the killing of 
DePriest, the chief of the Ku-Klux there, more than a year previous, had something to 
do with the attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff a year afterward ? 

Ansiver, I think so ; for they asked Biggerstaff if he had not harbored McGahey. 

Question. You spoke about that contempt statute; I do not. remember that. Have 
any public prints in North Carolina been in the habit of abusing judges and accusing 
them of corruption ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And diminishing their authority in that way ? 
Ansiver. There is^nothing more common. 

Question, Had that occurred previous to the assembling of the last legislature? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; ever since the judges were elected. 

Question. Did you view that action on their part as an attempt to break down the 
authority of the judges ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; I think also that it was an attempt to bring them into disrepute, 
and lead the peoi^le not to respect their authority. 

Question. You supposed that was in the interest of the Ku-Klux ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You say the last legislature i^pealed the statute in regard to contempt, and 
passed a statute providing that nobody should be punished for contempt unless com- 
mitted in the presence of the court ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you suppose that was passed with the same view ? 
Answer, I supposed it was to allow the lawyers of the State to abuse the judges as 
much as they pleased. 

Question. Was that a democratic legislature ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. ' 
Question. Was any punishment inflicted upon Schenck ? 
Anstcer, He was merely disbarred as an attorney for three counties. 
Question, It was simply a refusal on the part of the judge to allow Schenck to prac- 
tice before him ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you hear that Mr. Schenck was a chief of the Ku-Klux for Lincoln 
County ; was that alleged before this affair with Judge Logan f 
Answer. That was reported a year ago. 

Question, It is not something gotten up since this difficulty with Judge Logan ? 
Answer, No, sir ; it was reported in connection with Governor Holden's Ku-Klux war. 
Question, You say that Schenck then fled from that section of the country ? 
Answei\ I heard that report frequently. 
Question, That was before the Logan affair ? 
Answer. It was last fall or last summer. 

Question, When you spoke of this man and that man not being charged with com- 
mitting Ku-Klux outrages, did you mean that he had not been prosecuted ? 

Answer, I meant that they have not been prosecuted in court upon that charge. 

Question. You did not mean that they had not been accused, by common repute, of 
being engaged in committing Ku-Klux outrages ? 

Ansu'er. No, sir; not that. 

Question, Is it understood that men come over from counties in South Carolina, from 
Spartanburgh, York, and other counties there, to help the Ku-Klux in your county t 

Answer, I have heard threats of that kind. A threat was sent by some fellow down 
there, whose name I do not remember, to the editor of the Star, about two months ago, 
that he would visit him very soon; that he might rest assured of that. 

Question. From Spartanburgh? 

Answer, Yes, sir. And when raids are committed they u-sually state that they are 
from South Carolina. That was the impression tried to be created that night with me 
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I remember that they told me that they Avere going to take me to Governor Scott in 
South Carolina ; I did not think of that before. I heard of some men crossing Broad 
River at Poor's Ford, about 9 or ten o'clock at night ; six or seven disguised men came 
across there. 

Question. From South Carolina ? 

Answer. It is a few miles from the South Carolina line. 
Question. Was that the night of that attack on you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. And then I heard of four men stopping on the Rutherford side ol 
the river the next morning to get their breakfast; they were South Carolinians, were, 
very wet and muddy, and one of them was very much smutted. He was asked what 
ciuised the smut on him, if he had run into a coal-pit ; and he made no reply. My 
opinion is that he had been engaged in breaking up the Star office, and had got ink on 
him. 

Question. Do men. come over from Cleveland County to assist the Ku-Klux in your 
county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is common along the line ; the Ku-Klux there are as thick as 
l)eople live, hardly anybody else down there but persons generally supposed to be Ku- 
Khix, that is, those along the Cleveland line. 

Question. Have the democrats a large majority in Cleveland County? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. There was a respectable democrat run last year against the regu- 
lar nominee, and, I think, McAfee, the regular candidate, beat him about eight hundred 
votes. 

Quejstion. There was no republican candidate out ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Is there any fear on the part of the republicans of Rutherford, that if they 
were to attempt to resist the Ku-Klux outrages, the Ku-Ivlux would be reenforced 
from South Carolina and from Cleveland County t 

Answer. Yes, sir. And I will state in that connection that 1 heard my brother say 
that Mr. Jones, who lives at Poor's Ford, said that we were in great danger there, and 
we ought not to say a word, ought not to talk about it. 

Question. Is your brother a democrat ? 

Amswer. Yes, sir ; I do not think he is a Ku-Klux, but he loves the democrats so well 
that he will palliate their crimes for the sake of sticking to the party. 
Question. What did he tell you ? 

Answer. He said that Mr. Jones said that the night after the Biggerstaff prisoners 
were discharged on a peace warrant, they were bound over and allowed to go home ; 
they were brought there on Monday night, some on Tuesday, and on Wednesday morn- 
ing they were discharged. Mr. Jones said that five hundred Ku-Klux came there from 
South Carolina, as far as the river, for the purpose of going to town to release them ; 
that he told them that all the prisoners were discharged, and had gone home, and upon 
that they turned around and returned to South CaroUna. 

Question. Is Mr. Jones a democrat ? 

Answer, He is. 

Question. What is his first name ? 
Ansicer. His name is William Jones. 
Question. What is his post office address? 
Answer. Rutherfordton is the nearest post office. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I understood you to say that he lived at Poor's Ford ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir ; but there is no post office there ; it is merely a ford on the river. I 
know he receives his mail at Rutherfordton, for I haye seen it handed to him. He has 
been the deputy sheriff in our county when the democrats carried it. He is an intelli- 
gent man, a man of good sense ; a clever man, I think, but he is a very lively, working 
politician. They have not been so bad on his side of the county as lower down the 
river. 

Question. In your opinion there is not much difference between a democrat and a Ku- 
Klux? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; not much in a majority of cases. I do not think the democrats up 
here who have been loyal to the Union know what their democratic brethren iii the 
South are. They seem to have great faith in you all, but I do not think you would 
have much faith in them, if you knew them. 



Washington, D. C, July 12, 1871. 

J. B. eaves sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness is A-om North Carolina, and as Mr. 
Pool is much more familiar with the subject about which he was probably called to. 
testi^'y, I thall invite Mr. Pool to take and conduct his examination. 
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By Mr. Pool : 
. Qnciiiion. Where do yon reside ? 
Anmrcr. In Rutberfordton, Riitberford County, North Carolina. 
Question. How long have you lived there f i 
Jnstrer. I have lived in the county all my life. 
QuesHott, Have you ever held any public position there? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have held several. 
Question, What? 

Anstrer. Just after the surrender I was the clerk of the court of that county for three 
years, until 18G8 ; I was then elected to the legislature. 
Question. To which branch of the legislature? 

Answer. To the senate branch ; I served two sessions as senator, and I now hold a 
commission as assistant assessor of internal revenue of the United States. 

Question. Have you been well, acquainted for the last two or three years with the 
condition of that county ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; I think so. 

Question. Just go on and state whether the laws are elxiecuted there, and whether life, 
liberty, and property, are secure ; if not, why they are not. Give us a full statement. 

Answer. In my opinion, for the last twelve months the masses, or a ^reat many, of the 
people have been intimidated by outrages, so much so that I think witnesses have been 
afraid to reveal or make oath to what they know; in many ihstances witnesses have 
been afraid, I think, to apply for warrants. For the last four months there hag been 
considerable terror there. 

Question. What has been the character of the outrages committed ? 

An8W€7\ They have been done by disguised men, in the night-time, whipping i^eisons, 
and in some cases persons have been hung ; not hung to death, but hung up for a time ;^ I 
do not think any one in our county has been put to death. I have seen several who 
have received abuse. 

Question. How long since these outrages commneced n your county ? 

Answer. I think the first one occurred last February was a year ago ; that created a 
great deal of excitement ; there was one man killed. After that it seemed to be quiet 
for six months or so, until along the following fall. 

Question. Suppose you state what the first case was. 

Anstver. I think the first case in the county was this : On the night of the 2'2d of 
February, if I remember right, several families were visjted by a band of disguised 
men, and one man^s family was abused in his absence ; it seems that he was at a 
neighbor's house. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Give the names as you go along. 

Ansiver. This was McGahey. He returned borne a short time after they had left, 
and found that they had abused his family. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Were the men in disguise who went there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is what the witnesses state on oath. He returned home, I 
suppose, at about II o'clock at night. I am giving the testimony in the case, I do not 
know it myself. 

Question. Give us what you understand to be the truth. 

Answer. He then proceeded to several of his neighbors' houses, and got six or eight 
men to go with him. At this time there was a very slight snow on the ground, but suf- 
ficient to show tracks. These men got on tho trail of a party, and followed them to 
the house of a man by the name of Biggerstaff. As soon as this man McGahey found 
that the tracks led to the house, be left the crowd, ran up to the house, pushed opeu 
the door, and fired into the house. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question. Wliich Kggerstaff was that? There are two of them. 

Ansicer. That was JSam Biggerstaff. The crowd then disbanded, and would not go 
any farther ; McGahey seemed to be desperate, and they would go no farther with 
him. After he had returned home, his wife told him that she knew one of the meu ; 
that she was perfectly satisfied of it. The following day, or pA.haps the second 
day 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. Who did she say that man was? 

A.nswer. She said it was Decatur I>e Priest. McGahey then picked up his gun and 
deliberately walked over to the house, called Decatur Do Priest out into the yard, and 
shot him down. He then left the eountiy. That was the first outrage of the kind 
our county. 

Question. Was this De Priest a member of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
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Ansicer. Well, I know nothing, only froni what has been revealed in some confessions 
recently. 

Question, What is that ? 

Answer, I did not see the affidavit myself, hut I was told that the confessions show 
that the man De Priest, who was killed, was the first chief of a Klan that there ever 
was in our county ; that is all I know about it. 

Question, Do you mean recent affidavits taken before a judge ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Affidavits of members of the IQan ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Then what occurred ? 

Answer, There was considerable excitement in the community, but there were no 
depredations committed for several months after that, as I remember ; I do not remem- 
ber what time, exactly. There were outrages of that kind going on in the adjoining 
county of Cleveland, which county adjoins ours on the east j and then on the south is 
the South Carolina line, Spartanburgh County. 

Question, Outrages by men in disguise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, State the next outrage which occurred in Rutherford. 

Answer, I do not believe that I can tell the next one. When they commenced after 
that they commenced among the negroes ; aud I do not know that I can name the first 
one. I know some of the outrages that occurred ; there is the Biggerstaff case ; but 
there'were a great many before that ; I do not remember the names j they were among 
the colored people, though there were some whites. 

Question, Did you hear of them frequently ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you hear of men riding around through the county in disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we would frequently hear of their riding around without hearing 
of any depredations ; whether they whipped every time they went out or not, we do 
not know ; but very frequently when they rode we would hear of no depredations 
whatever. 

Question. Did you hear of their riding in the county of Cleveland ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In the county of Gaston ? 

Answer, I do not know so much about Gaston ; I have heard of some there. 
Question. Have you heard of an^ in Lincoln County ? 
Answer. Only what I have seen in the papers. 

Question, Have you heard of any in Spartanburgh Coun^, South Carolina? 
Aiiswer, Yes, sir. 

Question, That county adjoins your county ; does it ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I live within thirteen or fourteen miles of the South Carolina line. 
Question, How many negroes and other men were outraged by them /up to the time . 
Mr. Biggerstaff was attacked ? 
Answer, Do you mean in Rutherford County? 
QiUfstion, Yes, sir. 

Answer. Up to that time I think there must have been perhaps thirty or forty ; there 
have been a great many more in Cleveland than in Rutherford, I think, from what I 
have heard. 

Question. Up to the time of the attack on Mr. Biggerstaff you think that there were 
thirty or forty, cases brought to your attention in Rutherford County ? 
A nswer. I think so. 

Question. Was there any uniformity in the manner in which they inflicted outrages 
upon their victims ? 
Answer. In what way ? 
Question. Were they always in disguise ? 

Anstcer. 1 think, in every case, a portion of them were in disguise, but not all of the 
parties in every case. I do not know that I have ever heard of a case where there 
would not be some of the Klan who would be disguised, and perhaps some not dis- 
guised. 

Question. Were those who were not disguised said to be strangers in the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think that was generally the case. 

Question, Do you know whether they have been in the habit of coming over from 
Spartanburgh, South Carolina, to assist in these raids ? 

Ansiver, I know nothing but what I got from report ; I am satisfied that has been 
the case. 

Question. What was the character of the whippings that they gave, and in what 
manner did they inflict the whippings ? 

Answer. Some would be done with hickories, some with sticlis, and some were abused 
by striking them with their pistols. 

Question. Were men taken from their bods and their families ? 



4 



NOKTH CAROLINA. 



167 



Ansicci', Yes, sii^. 

Question. Were they in the habit of etripping them f 
Answer. I have heard of their stripping them. 
Question. Whipping them on their naked skin? 
Answer . Yes, sir. 

Question. What class of people were these outrages perpetrated upon in the main ? 

Answer. In the main they were perpetrated upon what might he called persons of 
not much character ; that was the case at first. But here of late I might say they 
have been inflicted upon all classes ; but at first tliey were confined to people of low 
character. 

Question. What was the political standing of those who were outraged ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I do not know that I have ever heard of any outrage upon but one 
man that was not a republican. 
Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. He is a man by the name of Kourke ; he lives in Cleveland; I have under- 
stood, and it was generally believed, that he was taken out and Whipped. 
Question. This was previous to the attack upon Biggerstaff ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. With that exception, I do not know of any case in which the per- 
son outraged was not a republican. I may bo mistaken in the name j anyhow, it was 
a man in Cleveland County. 

Question. Mention the case and state the circumstances of it. 

Ansicer. I understood he was taken out and whipped. 

Question. For what ? 

Answer. It was claimed at the time that be was going after bad women ; I think that 
was the statement. 

Question. Was that the case where the persons whipping him pretended to be 
preachers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, the same case j it was said that seven preachers whipped him ; I 
believe it was seven. 

Question. You say that in every other case these outrages have been pei^etrated upon 
republicans ? 

Answer. I think so. I can think of no other case of a democrat. 
Question. Do you know whether they said that at the time ? 

Answer. I have heard a great many of them speak upon the subject. In a great many 
instances, I do not know but in all, they have told them that they must quit voting the 
radical ticket, and change their politics, &c.j that is what they stated. 

Question. What effect has that produced upon the people of the county ; a feeling of 
terror, intimidation, or anything of that sort? 
* Answer. Yes, sir. ♦ 

Question. To what extent ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think to a considerable extent. There are a great many men, 
there who have told me, in fact 1 know it to be so, men of good standing and of 
good character, that they have laid out from their families of a night. It afibcted so- 
ciety in that way on the South Carolina and Cleveland sides of Eutherford County. 
That is not the case throughout the county ; on the north and west sides of the county 
that is not the case so much. 

Question. Who are the men who have terror of these Ku-Klux and lie out ; are they 
republicans ? 

Answo'. Yes, sir, entirely so. 

Question. Do you have two newspapers published at the county-seat of your county? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; there are two papers published there. 
Question. One democratic and the other republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What has been the course of those papers in regard to these outrages ? 

An,swer. The republican paper there has condemned them, and called upon the citi- 

ns there to use every effort they could to stop them. The democratic paper has pur- 
sued the course of all the democratic papers in our State. I do not know that I can 
describe it exactly. It has pursued this course : It has claimed to condemn them, but, 
at the same time, it has abused officers and those in authority for making arrests ; has 
claimed that innocent men were being arrested. 

Question. Have any apologies been ofiered by that paper for these outrages? 

Answer. I do not know that l can make a statement in regard to that. I might con- 
sider one thing an apology and you might not. I cannot state as to that. I know 
what we regarded it there, but you might think difi:erently. 

Question. Was there any de;iial of those outrages ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Well, if any men should be accused of committing these outrages, 
■*^he paper would deny that they had had anything to do with it j claim that they were 
innocent men. 

Qmilion. Did it deny that the outrages had been perpetrated ? 

Answer. Well, at first it did. It has not done it for some little time now. 
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Question. Did it do so previous to the attack on Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. I think it denied the most of the outrages. 
Questioyi. The mast of thetia up to ^hat time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression now. 

Question. Up to that time had any one been arrested and convicted for these out- 
rages ? . ■ 

Answer. Some were arrested in this McGahcy case, hut I think the Biggerstaft case 
was the first where parties were arrested under the act of Congress. At first they were 
arrested under the State authority. Since that time they have been arrested by the 
United States marshal, under the act of Congress. 

Question. .You say you heard of a still greater number of these outrages being perpe- 
trated in the county of Cleveland, the adjoining county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I heard of a great many ; I do not know the names. We would 
hear it every week or two, sometimes twice a week. 

Question. What is the relative proportion of white -and colored people in the count;^ 
of Rutherford f 

Anstcer. In Rutherford County the vote, I think, is 2,300, and the colored vote, if! 
remember right, is between 400 and 500. I speak now from the registration. 
Question. The colored vote is 400 or 500 out of the 2,300 ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which party in the county has the majority If 
Answer. The republican. 
Question. How much ? 

Anstver. In 1868 the majorities ranged from 750 to 890 ; -the average majority was 
about 800. 

Question. Are the inajority of the white men republicans ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How was it in the election last summer ? 

Answer, Well, it was cut down ; the majorities in the election last summer ranged 
from 250 to 550. 

Question, Do you think the majority of the white men in the county of Rutherford are 
republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so, if there was no intimidation in any way, and every 
man could vote without any trouble. 
Question. Are your officers white men? 

Answer. Yes, -sir, white men, and as respectable men as any in the county. 
Question, Has any charge of corruption or dishonesty been brought against them ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not think any of the opposite party accuse our county officers 
of anything of the kind j if they do, I have not heard of Of. 
Question. Are the school commissioners white men ? 
Answer. Do you mean the school committee? 
Question Yes, sir. 

Answer. I think there are probably two or three colored men. I will not be positive 
about that ^ perhaps there is but one, that is, in the township village. I tlrink prob- 
ably there 18 one colored man, but I am not posted as to who the committee are. 

Question, Have there been any Loyal Leagues in the county since 1868 ? 

Ansicer, Not that I know of. 

Question, Were you ever yourself a member of the Loyal League? 
Answer. I was. 

Question. If there had been any Loyal Leagues in your county since 1868, you would 
have heard of them ? • • 

Answer, 1 think I would. 

Question. Do you know whether the Loyal Leagne in the State has been disbanded 
since 1868? 

Ansiver, I know nothing of it at all since 1868. 
Question, Nothing of it m the State ? 

Answer. No, sir; in our county there has been nothing of the kind since the presi- 
dential election. 

Question. Has there been any barn-burning in 'your county ? 

Answer, There have been two burned in our county, I think. 

Question. When did that occur ? ^ 

Answer. One occurred, I think, just after this McGahey j^aidj perhaps that same week ; 
anyhow, it was a very short time afterward. It was reported when I left home — I do 
not know whether it is so or not— that one was burned near the Cleveland line belong- 
ing to Mr. Witherow. 

Question. When? 

Answer, I heard it the day I left home. 
Question. That was recently ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I do not know whether it is so or not. 

Question, How have the colored people behaved since 1868; have they been peaceable 
and respectful to the white people ? 
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Answer, As far as I know, it has been like any other county; they have sciue bad men 
among them, but as a general thing I think they have behaved well upon the average; 
I think they have behaved about as well as white men. 

Question. Have they paraded the county with arms in their hands ? 

An8ive)\ Not that I know of. 

Question. Do you know whether these disguised bands have disanned the negroes in 
your county ? 

Au8icei\ I suppose they have ; that is what the persons allege who have been whipped. 
Question. They have taken their arms away from them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What character of arms did the tiegroes have? 

Answer. Some old rifles, some muskets, and some pistols. I do not think I ever saw 
a half a dozen negroes have arms in their hands ; I only give what I have understood 
about that. 

Question. Do you think the effect of these outrages upon colored men and others 

You said some white men had been whipped in the same way? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has this had such an effect on them as to make them afraid to participate 
in the elections? 

Answer. I think so. Well, now, I spoke of not seeing negroes with arms in their 
hands ; I mean with the exception of one occasion. When these first men were aiTcsted 
there in the Biggerstaff case, the sheriff did place arms in the hands of some twelve or 
fifteen colored men, I think, and had them as a guard. 

Question. As a i^art of his posse? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He had white men upon the posse, too? 

Answer. Yes, sir; n majority of them were white men; three-fourths of them were 
white men. The colored guard was used as a reserve. 

Question. I was confining you to the time previous to the attack upon Biggerstaff. 
We will talk about that when we come to it. Suppose an election in the county had 
occurred a month ago, would the republicans have turned out to vote, and would they 
have felt safe in doing so ? 

Answer. A great many of them would ; I have no idea that all would have turned out. 

Question. What proportion ? 

Answer. I do not suppose that, a month ago, half of them would have turned out; 
not more than half. * * 

Question. Would they have been afraid? 
Answer. I- think they^would have been afraid. 

Question. When you speak of there having been no prosecutions to any extent, do 
you think the witnesses and those who were outraged were intimidated, so that they 
(vould not testify? 

Answer. I think some of them were; it was not that way in all the cases; some of the 
men had the courage to do it. 
Question. To let it be known ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether they were enjoined by these parties not to make it 
known ? 

Answer. Do you mean the persons who were whipped ? 

Question. Yes. Do you know whether they were told by the Ku-Klux that they must 
not tell it ? 

Answer. I think that was generally the case. 
Question. Did they threaten them if they did tell it? 
An8xm\ Yes, sir; that is what they would state. 
Question. Threaten them with what? 

Answer. That they would visit them again ; threaten to whip them, and, I think, in 
some cases, threaten to kill them. 

Question. You say that an outrage was perpetrated upon J^Ir. Biggerstaff? 

Ansicei: Yes, sir. 

Question. When did that occur ? 

Anstcei'. That occurred the last of March, or the first of April, I think; I really do 
not remember. 

Question. What had been the condition of the county from, sV» the first of December 
up to the time of the outrage upon Jklr. Biggerstaff, in Iklarch ; had these things been 
going on that you have spoken of? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir; I think they were gradually getting worse in December. I reckon 
I might be safe in saying that, previous to December, from the time of the outrage 
upon McGahey up to November or December, with the exception of right along on the 
South Carolina line, in our county things were comparatively quiet ; there were no 
intimidations. They were raiding over in Cleveland and . in Spartanburg, and there 
. was some little excitement in that way, but I do not think there were many outrages 
up to that time. 
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Question. Up to November and December, 1870 ? 
Answer. That is my imiDression. 

Question. From that time, you say that thin^^s continued to grow gradually worse, 
'ip to the time that Biggerstaff was attacked ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. 
Question. Was there any local cause for it ? 

Answer. Not that 1 know of; there has been some feeling there in this Biggerstaff 
case. I knew no feeling previous to the McGahey scrape ; after that thero seemed to 
be a feeling between Biggerstaff and the parties who were accused of being iu this raid 
on McGahey. 

Question. The men who went out with McGahey ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. A feeling against them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and against Mr. Biggerstaff too. 

Question. Did they accuse Mr. Biggerstaff with having any connection with the killing 
of their chief, DePriest ? 
Ansiver. I suppose they did. 

Question. Now, state what you know of the attack upon Biggerstaff. • 
Answer. Well, I saw Mr. Biggerstaff; he was in the village the evening before he was 
abused ; he left and arrived home about 10 o'clock, I suppose, and went to bed ; I forget 
the exact time of night, but I suppose about midnight, perhaps before midnight 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Which Biggerstaff was that ? 

Answer. Aaron Biggerstaff ; I suppose that about midnight these men came there and 
. broke into the house ; if I remember aright, he was sleeping upstairs ; but I will not 
be positive about that ; they took him out into the road and gave him a very severe 
beating ; I saw him the next day. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What was his condition the next day 1 

Answer. He was helpless the next day ; his back, from his shoulders down, was almost 
raw ; you could hardly lay your hand upon a spot that had not been hit; and he com- 
plained very much of his side. 

Question. Were any other members of the family injured ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; his daughter, Mrs. Norvill, a white lady, living there with him ; I 
did not see her bruises, but 1 understood from some of the ladies there that she received 
several very severe blows on her shoulders and back. 

Question. "^What is the character of Mr. Biggerstaff? 

Answer. Well, sir, u^ to this difficulty I think that the citizens of the county would 
have been bound to give him a good character ; since that time he has been assailed 
60 much that in fact I hardly know what to state ; I regard him myself as a man of 
good character ; he is a very bold man, and talks more than he ought to ; he is this 
kind of a man ; he will very often make threats ; he is a threatening, boasting kind of 
a man; but I never knew hira to have any difficulty with a man in my life previous to 
this, and I have known him ever since I was a boy. 

Question. You mean i)revious to his going with his neighbor, McGahey ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; previous to that occurrence. 

Question. And McGahey left the crowd and went up to the house and fired into it? 

Answer! Yes, sir ; and that brings to my mind a difficulty just after the surrender, 
which it would perhaps be well enough for me to mention here ; just at the surrender, 
General Palmer passed through there with his command, taking all the horses, that is, 
all the good stock in the country. 

Question. General Palmer of the United States Army ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; he did not take Aaron Biggerstaff 's stock ; I believe he seized his 
horses, but afterward released them; I think Aaron Biggerstaff showed hira some 

Eapers he had, and then General Palmer released his stock ; but the stock of his nei^h- 
ors, DePriest and others, was taken ; and from that time on there was this feeling 
against Biggerstaff. 

Question, Was Biggerstaff considered a Union man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was so considered ; he had some papers from some Federal officers 
he had harbored during the war, and on those papers, I think, General Palmer gave him 
protection. 

Question. Do you know whether he was active during the war in rendering aid to 
escaped Federal prisoners ? 

Ansiver. I suppose so, from papers which he showed me ; I suppose he showed those 
papers to General Palmer, too, for ho has a paper from General Palmer. 

Question. Do you mean papers from Federal officers, from escaped prisoners ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you think that caused a feeling against him ? 
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Answer. I cannot say that "was the cause of the feeling; hut I think the feeling was 
got up because he was able to hold his stock, wnile his neighbors were not. 

Question. Was the stock of other people all over the neighborhood taken by General 
Palmer ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir ; I believe it was generally taken; he was the only man who escaped 
that he visited. 

Qnesiion. Do you recollect who were the Federal officers to whom he rendered aid ? 
Ansiver. I do not think I could give the names ; one was from New York, one from 
\Ve.*t Virginia, and I forget where the third was from. 
Question. Were there more than one? 
Answa\ There were three of them. 
Question. Three Federal officers that he aided? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I suppose he has the addresses, and that those officers could be 
reached if desired. 

Question. Did you understand that it was upon those papers that his stock was 
released ? 

An8we7\ That is ^hat I understood j in fact, he so stated to me ; that is all I know 
about it. 

Question. What is his age ? 

Answer. He looks to be about sixty-five years old. 
Question. Is he a man of substance ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we would call him a good liver for our country. He has a right 
good little farm ; you might call him independent ; he is a laboring man. 
Question. Are his family respectable people ? 
A?i8U'ei'. Yes, sir, so far as I know. 

Question. Did he say how many men visited his house that night ? 
. Ansxver. Well, they say there were from forty to fifty ; I am just telling you what his 
family states. 

Question. Were they in disguise ? 

Ansicer. The majority of them were. 

Question. What did they say to him when they whipped him ? 

Ansiver. I think they first began to abuse his daughter, if I mistake not, for appear- 
ing as a witness against some of them. 

Question. In what case ? 
. Ansicer* I do not know what case, but I think it had reference to this McGahey scrape 
in some way. There were several law suits that grew out of that fcff forcible tres- 
pass, &c., there in the neighborhood ; I think it was in regard to them, but I am not 
positive in what case it was. They took him out, and, I think, accused him of assist- 
ing McGahey to get away. 

Question. To escape from the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and they abused him for being a radical, and for various things. 

Question. Well, what occurred ; what action did the authorities take ? 

Answer. The next morning Judge Logan issued a bench warrant, and there were 
quite a number of persons arrested ; I do not remember how many. They were taken 
to the village and kept there some two days, I think. After he had had those men 
aiTested Judge Logan then left and went to his court. 

Question. His court, where ? » 

Answer. At Shelby ; he left on Thursday, I think, These men were being arrested 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, and after they were arrested he put them under 
bond for their good behavior and for their appearance, I think, though I will not be 
positive as to what sort of a bond it was ; but that was my understanding. He then 
went up to Shelby and held his court there ; the men being released in that way. 

Question. Go on now, and state any subsequent occurrences, and everything you 
know in regard to transactions in the county. 

Answer, After that there was a warrant issued by the United States commissioner at 
Ealeigh, Mr. Shaffer, I believe hiis name is, and a marshal, Captain Hester, was sent 
there, and, I thiuk, he arrested again a portion of these men ; I do not remember how 
many, and took them to Shelby. 

Question. Had he any United States troops with him ? 

Answe7\ Yes, sir he had a squad of troops with him ; and the men who were arrested 
were turned over to the United States commissioner at Shelby. 

By ]yir. Beck : 

<>Me6tio7i. Who arrested them? 

Ansiver. The United States marshal, Hester, and he turned them over to the commis- 
sioner at Shelby. At the same time he subpoenaed Big^erstaff and his family, to meet 
him at the head of the railroad, at Chenyville, which is eleven miles east of Shelby. 

Question. When were the arrests made ; at what time ? 

Answer, I believe it was in May, but I am not certain about that ; I do not remember 
+he date. That night Biggerstaff and his family, who were with him, were again at- 
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tacked by men, some with disguises and some with none, and he was abused — his am 
badly hurt. 

By Mr. Fo6l : ' 
Question. Was the bone broken ? 

Ansii-er. He thinks it was broken, but I do not know whether it was broken or not 
I felt of it, and there seemed to be a ridge on it. 
Question. State about the outrage that night. 

Answer. Well, they had camped upon the side of the road, in a little house, all but 
the old man, who was sleeping in his wagon. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, Where had they started to go ? 

Answer. To Cherryville, to meet Captain Hester, the United States marshal. 
Question. Had they been summoned as witnesses ? 

An8ive)\ Yes, sir. They had stopped at that little house at about 10 or 11 o'clock at 
night, having traveled that late. At about 2 o'clock in the night tjiey were attacked, 
and old man Biggerstaff was taken out of the wagon— the balance of the party were in 
the house on the side of the road — and the old man was taken away isom the rest of 
them and carried off into the woods, where he was kept for some time. I am making, 
as my statement now, about the substance of what the witnesses gave in the case ; I 
heard their evidence. One of the party by the name of Holland was knocked down 
with a gun. Another, young man Biggerstaff, a nephew of Aaron Biggerstaff, had hid 
under the floor of the house. Old Mrs. Biggerstaff was in the house. As soon as they 
stopped there that night Mrs. Norvill went out into the edge of the woods ; she was 
scared 5 she said she was afraid of a raid ; she left the camp and went out to the edge 
of the woods, and they did not get hold of her at all. After they brought old man 
Biggerstaff back from the woods, they got the whole party together and remarked 
that they " would have the last of it now." 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Did they threaten to kill them ? 

Answer. That is what they said; the remark was, "We will have the last of it now," 
or, •* You will see the last of it now." Four men presented their arms at them ; I do 
not remember whether they were all guns or not. About that time they state that, 
there was some noise about the wagon, which they suppose attracted the attention of 
the men, and young Biggerstaff then made his escape, although they fired at him as he 
was getting away. After he got away, they said it would not do' to go any further; 
that they were identified ; that is not exactly the language they used, but that is sub- 
stantially the «ieaning of it. They then told them that if they would promise not to 
appear as witnesses against them, and to say nothing about that night, they would let 
them off, and they would not be interfered with again. 

Question. Were any of these men without disguises ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; the most of them were without disguises. 

Question. And they feared after young Biggerstaff escaped he would be a witness 
against them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And, therefore, they would not go smy further with it ? 

Ansicer. That is the impression I drew from their isiatements. As I understand, they 
did not abuse them any more after young Biggerstaff made his escape. 

Question. Do you know whether, of the persons the United States marshal had ar- 
rested and taken on ahead with the soldiers, any one or more of them had made his 
escape, or been released, or anything of that sort ? 

Ansicer. I understand that one Thorns was released before they got to Shelby. 

Question. He was one of the prisoners under arrest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and these witnesses met him in they evening on his way returning 
home ; and Mrs. Biggerstaff swears positively that he was in the raid that night. 
Question. In the raid that night at the camp ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. With those men? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Mr. Biggerstaff and his family then returned to Rutberfordton, and 
remained there until the Monday following, which was a few days. Then there was a 
subpoena sent hy Commissioner Moore, at Shelby, for Aaron Biggerstaff and his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Norvill, to appear at Shelby. They refused to go ; in fact, old man Bigger- 
staff stated that he was not able to travel, and besides he was afraid to go unless he 
had protection. 

Question. Shelby is in Cleveland County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Well, the next day a deputy marshal, or a man deputed with a 
capias, came there to arrest them and take them to Shelby. His daughter was ar- 
rested, but she got away and made her escape ; they did not keep her. Mr. Bigger- 
staff claimed that he was not able to go, and he said ho was not going if he could help it. 
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Qnesiion. Wliat reason .did he and "bis daughter give for not wanting to go down to 
Cleveland as witnesses? 

Aimrer, He said that he had started once -with Captain Hester and he did not get the 
protection he ought to have had, and that he was afraid to go again ; was afraid he 
would be murdered ; for they had told him that night if he swore against them they 
would kill him, but if he would not be a witness against them they would let him 
alone ; and he said. ho was afraid if he went down there again they would murder him. 
The deputy marshal then called in two physicians who examined him and pronounced 
him unal^^. to travel and gave him a certificate to that effect. That, I believe, is about 
the substance of what I know iu regard to that affair. 

Quesiion. Wer6 other outrages committed after that in the county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir,' several. 

Question, Did that affair of Biggerstaff and the consequent arrests stop the procced- 
iugs of the Ku-Klux in the county ? 
Answer. Do you mean the arrests upon the bench warrant issued by Judge Logan ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Annver.. I think they got worse from that. 
Question. The Biggerstaff affair made them worse? 
Answei'. I think so. 

Question. There were other outrages committed in different parts of the county ? 
Ansiccr. Yea, sir. 

Question. What was the character of the outrages after that? 

Answer. Some white men and some colored men were whipped ; and some women, 
both black and white, "^ere whipped. 
Question. All by men in disguise ? 

Answer. Well, they said in every case, except the raid on Biggerstaff while on the 
road, that a large majority of them were- disguised. In regard to almost every raid 
that I have heard the evidence of, the witnesses have said that one, two, three, or four 
men were not disguised, and in some cases a great many more ; but they were strangers. 

Question. Those who were not disguised were strangers in the county ? 

Answer. They seemed to be strangers to the parties who were whipped. 

Quesiion. Do you know whether there is more than one camp of Ku-Klux in your 
county ? 

Answa\ I can only give a statement from the confessions that have been made there 
during the last ten days. 
Question. What do they say ? 

Answer. When I left home I think from forty to fifty persons had come in to Judge 
Logan and made statements. 

Question. Statements on oath before the judge? 
Answer. Yes,' sir. 

Questio7i. Were they members of the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They confessed they were members of the order? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question.' What did they say about it? 

A7iswer. I think they gave in some seven or eight different dens in the, county. 
Question. Separate camps in that county? 

Ansicer. Yes^slr; I think there are seven or eight of them; I can count them, I 
think. 

Question, Give the names of the men who were chiefs, and the localities, if you can. 
Answer. Their affidavits mention Captain R. A. Shotwell as the chief of the county. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. He was the editor of a paper there a while, . 
Question. The Rutherford Vindicator ? • . 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he started that paper. 
Question. That is the deniocratic paper of the county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he also started the Citizen in Asheville, and edited that for a 
while. 

Quesiion. Is that a democratic paper ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairmajs', (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. Is Asheville in your county? 
Answer. No, sir ; it is in Buncombe County. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Does Buncombe County join your county? 

Ansicer. I believe they join, but for a very short space, if they do; I think they cor- 
ner on each other. 

Question. What sort of a man is Mr. Shotwell; is he a man of intelligence? 
Ansicei'. Yes, sir. 
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Question, A men of education ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; considered so. 

Question, And these men who,have come in recently and made tlieir affidavits; sav 
that he was the chief of the county ? 
Ansxver. That is their understanding; they got it through their chiefs. 
Question. Give the names of some of the chiefs of camps in your county. 
Answer, J. R. De Priest is one ; he has made a confession of it. 
Question. De Priest himself ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. He has confessed that he was a chief of a camp ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; McBrayer was a chief. I think he was a stranger in the county : 
he has run away and left the county. 

Question. Was he a stranger from Cleveland ? 

Answer, He had heen merchandising in the county for several months ; he had a 
stand. 

Question. Did he go there from Cleveland ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir. William Webster was another. 

Question. You say this man McBrayer has run away ? 

Answer. Webster has gone, and McBrayer too. 

Question. Both have left the county ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. , 

Question. When did they leave ? 

Answer. As soon as they found out confessions were being made, I suppose. Elias 
Hamrick was another chief. 

Question. Where is he; in the county still? 

Answer. I think so. There were several others ; I do not know whether I can give all 
their names or not. Ladson A. Mills, jr., was another. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer, He is a son of Dr. Ladson A. Mills, a very prominent citizen there, one of the 
most prominent men in the county ; I think he is the wealthiest man iu the county. 

Question, State in regard to these chiefs of camps, against whom confessions have 
been made. You say that one of them confessed it ? ^ 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they active politicians in the county ? 
Answer, Who ; those chiefs ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Weil, I suppose you might consider them neighborhood leaders, some of 
them, 

^?!esfio?i. Of the democratic party ? - 

Answer. Yes, sir; or conservative party, as they call themselves. There are some 
of these chiefs who are very ordinary men. 

Question. How many men did these confessions say belonged to the order in the 
county ? 

Anstcer. 1 asked Judge Logan the morning I left there, and he told me he thought he 
had about three hundred names; not far from three himdred is what he told me. 
Question, Of members of the order ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Where is Mr. Shotwell, the former editor of the democratic paper ? 

Answer, I suppose he is in jail now ; the marshal started for him the evening I left 
home, and I received a letter fe:om home yesterday that he had been put in jail. He 
had been lying out^for several days. 

Question. What do you mean by " lying out ;" concealed in the woods ? 

Answer. I mean concealing himself; it is a common expression in our country now, 
that a man is lying out. 

. Question. Do these confessions reach outside of your county f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Implicate men outside of the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where, and in what county, and what men f 

Answer. Mostly in Cleveland County, North Carolina, and Spartanburgh County. 
' South Carolina. I believe there are one or two confessions that perhaps reach Char- 
lotte. 

Qites^ton. Charlotte, North Carolina? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I think that several of them have stated that one lived in Char- 
lotte who they understood to be the chief of the State. 
Question. Who did they say was the chief of the State ? 

Answer. I did not see the affidavit, but I think Judge Logan told me that some of 
them stated that Ham. Jones was chief of the State. 
Question. Ham. C. Jones ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 
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Question, He is a member of tlio North Carolina senate ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I think so ; he was last year^ and I think he is in the present legis- 
lature. 

Question, Is he a leading democrat ? 
Answer, I suppose he is. 
Question, Any other men implicated ? 
Answer, Durham and McAfee, of Cleveland. 
Question. Who are they ? 

Answer. They are considered democratic leaders in that county. Durham was a can- 
didate for Congress two years ago, against Colonel A. H. Jones. 
Question, Has McAfee held any public position ? 

Answer, Ho was elected on the democratic ticket twa years ago, and I think he is a 
member of the legislature now. 

Question, Do you say these men were implicated by these confessions ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; said to be chiefs in that county. 
Question, Said to be chiefs in that county ? 
Ansiver. Yes,' sir. 

Question, Have there been more outrages over in Cleveland, where these men live, 
than there have been in Rutherford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. The fact is, that in regard to Cleveland County, it is 
somewhat in this way : we have not had very much information from that county for 
several months ; I think the citizens there are so completely under the control of these 
men who ride in the nijrht that you can get hardly any expression at all from them 
that is the condition of Cleveland County, I think. 

Question. There is a general state of terror there ? 

Anstver, Yes, sir ; that is the way I look upon that county. 

Question, Have any murders been committed in that couri^- by disguised men ? 

Answer, I have heard it so rumored ; I do not know> 

Question, The outrages have generaUy been scourgings at night ? 

An8i0€)\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Now tell us what gave rise to this descent of the authorities upon ^hese 
men ; why have these men come in and confessed ; what has made them come in and 
confess ? I suppose that would involve the attack upon Mr. Justice and the town of 
Rutherfordton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that led to it. 

Question. State about that ; what was that ? 

Ansiver. You want what has given rise to these confessions? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer, Well, Mr. Justice, with others, was before the grand jury in Raleigh, of the 
Federal court, and tnie bills were found there against a great many men, some forty or 
fifty, I think ; I do not know how many. 

Question, Bills of indictment were found at the recent circuit court at Raleigh against 
some forty or fifty persons ? 

Ansiver, They were found against persons for the first raid on Biggerstatf, and the 
marshals went to Rutherford and arrested those parties. Then the witnesses in tlie 
Justice and the Star raid also Went before the grand j ury. Then they became so alarmed 
at being known and identified, and at having true bills found against them — in fact, I 
think that, a day or two before I accompanied Mr. Justice to Raleigh, some of these 
young men had left home ; before he went to Raleigh at all» 

Question. What do you mean by " left home 

Answer. I think they did so to avoid arrest. » 

Question. Some of the parties implicated in this Ku-Klux business ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Two young Millses left ; and Webster, whom I spoke of as being a 
chief, also left ; I think previous to the witnesses going before the grand jury at 
Raleigh. 

Question, When you speak of going before the grand jury at Raleigh," you mean the 
grand jury of the circuit court of the United States in Raleigh at its recent term ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Were bills of indictment found ? . . . 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood there were. * 
Question, And capiases issued ? 
Answer, Not when I left home. 

Question. The marshal had gone to make arrest of the parties implicated in the Big- 
gerstaff affair ? ' * 

Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Whom did the marshal take with him to assist him ? 

Answer, Federal troops. 

Question, W^ere they cavalry or infantry I 

Ansiver, They were infantry ; he mounted them there in Rutherford. 
Question. There is Federal mounted infantry assisting the marshal ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Now, at this time ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Questim. What effect did that movement have upon these Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I think that had a great deal to do with fhese confessions; 

Question. Did a panic seem to seize them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in that locality. 

Question. Did they come in and make confessions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

. Question. Was any inducement held out to them in the shape of pardon, if they would 
come in and tell what they knew ? 

Answer. I do not know that there was, by anybody acting officially in any way. I 
had a talk myself with two of the first who confessed ; I reckon they said more to me 
and I to them than anybody else. They asked me what would be the result if the men 
belonging to the Klan would come otit and tell what they knew. 
Question, What did you tell them ? 

Answer. I said I thought it was the best thing they could do ; that the Government 
was going to ferret the.thing out, and if they were in it they would probably be caught. 
Question. They were among the first who confessed ? 

jumver. Yes, sir; there were two of them; they inquired for Judge Logan^s office, 
and walked up there and made affidavits ^nd statements. 

Question, Did others follow their example after that ? 
■ Answer, Yes, sir. 

. Question, How many have come in and confessed ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly how many ; between forty and fifty had come in at 
the time I left there, and they were coming in when I left. 
Question. They continued to come in ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. How came De Priest, one of the chiefs, to come in ? 

Answer. His Klan had informed on him, and he knew it. 

Question. How many men came in with him when he came in ? 

Answer, There were twenty-five or thirty in his den. 

Question. Did they all come in together ? 

Answer. No, sir; at different times. 

Question. One at a time ? 

Answer, No, sir ; two or three at a time. 

Question, Is that still going on ? 

Answer, It was when I left home. 

Question. State what you know about the raid upon Rutherfordton and the Star 
office ? 

Answer. I was in the village — ^not right in the village, but I live in the suburbs 
of the town near the outline of the corporation, some little distance, perhaps between 
a quarter and a half a mile from Mr. Justice^s residence, and a quarter of a mile I 
suppose from the court-house, perhaps a trifle farther than that. I was at home the 
night of the raid, but knew nothing of it tUl the next morning about day, perhaps a 
few minutes before day. 

Question, Then whsCt did you do ? 

Ansicer. About day I was woke up by our servant, who told me what had happened. 
I got up and went to Justice's house before light; I found he had been abused pretty 
badly ; he was in bed, and there was a physician with him. I did not have much talk 
with Mr. Justice at that time that morning. In fact, the most of his friends, that is, 
his political friends I am speaking of, were absent ; there were very few in the village 
there of white men who were his political friends, only him, myself, and a few mechan- 
ics. As soon as I went into his room I saw how he was ; when his physician left I 
advised him not to make any expression whatever at all ; I told him that he was not 
able to go out of his room, that he knew several of his friends were gone away, and 
there was a great deal of excitement ; so I advised him not to make any expression at 
all. He said ^le would not ; that he had made a promise to the men who had taken him 
out to keep very quiet. He did keep very quiet, and talked but very little for several 
days ; in fact, he made the impression that he would not say anything about it, or tell 
on anybody. 

Question. That he would not inform on them ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; because he felt very unsafe there for several days, and I did for him. 
And even the conservatives in town came in and said they thought he was in a dan- 
gerous position, and that they did not know how soon he might be raided on again ; 
that is the way they expressed themselves. His brother is a very prominent democrat 
in that county ; he lives there in the village. He was with me in Justice's room on the 
Monday afterward, and remained there until about 11 o'clock. There was a pistol fired 
in the suburbs of the town, and he got up and then left. I staid with Mr. Justice ; in 
fact, he got out of his room and concealed himself; he did not know what that pistol 
meant, and the physician who was there also left. 
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Question. Wero yoii expecting an attack from the Kii-Khix that night ? 

Answer, I cannot say that I expected it, but I knew it w as uncertain. I looked at it 
in this way, I was satisfied of this thing; that if Justice had made any remark or any 
expression that woukl lead them to believe that ho would inform on them, then I wais 
satisfied he would bo attacked again. But he tried to guard against that, and for that 
reason I did not hardly think they would attack him, previous to his doing something 
which he had promised them he would do on the Saturday night following. He had 
told me privately of that promise, and I think he had also told his brother. 

Question. Were there others present that night besides yourself, Justice, and his 
brother ? 

Ansu-er. Dr. Crayton, his physician, was there that night. 

Question. Did you have any arms to resist an attack then ? 

Answer. I did ; Justice could not have done anything. 

Question. You say that about 11 o'clock that night there was a pistol fired? 

Answer. 1 think that just as the gun or the pistol was fired I asked the time, and Dr. 
Crayton remained that it was about 11 o'clock. 

Question. Is firing a pistol in that way understood to be a signal of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. We considered it so. We frequently hear it stated that in the country where 
these raids are made they are very frequently heard to fire pistols in the evening or at 
night. ^ 

Question. Preceding their raids ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there a firing of pistols preceding the raid on Justice and the Star ofSce ? 
Ansicer. I think there was ; I think some of these men who made confessions said 
that Shotwell fired a pistol below the court-house in our village. 
Question. On Sunday night? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the night the raid was made ; I think they stated that. 
Question. You say his brother left ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you suppose he left for the purpose of preventing any attack on his 
brother that night? 

Ansicer. I do not know what his object was in leaving. He remarked to me just as 
he started to leave, **I don't believe you are in danger.'' **Well," I told him, "I don't 
know anything about that." Then he remarked that if I would pursue a different 
course — I do not remember his language exactly, but that is what he intimated. I 
then said to him, ^^Mr. Justice, I want you to understand one thing ; you see the con- 
dition of your brother there, and I want you and every one else to understand that I am 
^ere alone with him," Well, the foreman of the Star office was present ; I forgot to 
mention that. I said to Mr. Justice, "You see the condition your brother is in ; and if 
he is attacked now or hereafter, I expect to hold on to the plank he goes down on ; I 
expect to remain with your brother, let the consequences bo what they may." I do not 
remember what was said after that ; that was about the substance of the conversation 
between us. He and the physician, Dr. Crayton, then bade us "good night" and left. 
After ^they had gone -down-stairs. Justice and myself left; perhaps we followed them 
right on down-stairs ; 1 am not certain whether we went to the jail that night or not ; 
I think we did. I was with him from the time he was abused until the troops came to 
the village. 

Question. Did you go to the jail for protection ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was a jailer there, and we considered it about as safe a place 
as we could get in. 

Question. Was there any raid made that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you inform the brother of Justice, the democrat, that you were going 
to fight if. they made an attack ? 
Answer. That is the way he understood it ; at least we intended to convey that idea. 
Question. State the nature of the attack on the Star office. 
Answer. I was in the office the next morning. 
Question. The Star is a republican paper published there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was broken open; the type was all over the floor, all pied; I 
hardly know 'what damage was done. 
Question. Was the press badly broken ? 

Answer. I suppose it was; a printing-press is something I do not know anything 
about ; I do not know how badly it was injured or damaged. 

Question. Has it been proved upon any individuals that they were present and assist- 
ing in the destruction of the Star office ? 

Answer. These confessions will prove it without donbt, I reckon. 

Question. Who was there ? Name a single man. . 

Ansivei'. This man Shotwell was there. 

Question. The former editor of the Vindicator ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Mr. Hortou, the foreman of the Vindicator office, was there also, 
12 N C 
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Question, In the raid? 

Answer. Yes, sir. A man by the name of ^Iclntyre, one by the name of Fortune, one 
hy the name of Alexander, and various others I might mention. 
Question, All democrats? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Now I want you to state the condition in which you republicans of the 
town of Rutherfordton had been for a month previous to this raid upon Justice and the 
Star office ; whether you considered yourselves in danger in that town, and what pre- 
cautions you had taken. 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not remember how long, but I think it must have been longer 
than a month, some two or three months, perhaps four months, I do not remember 
exactly — two or three months anyway. I may say that after the iJrst BiggerstalF raid — 
I do not remember the date — we frequently were up there in the streets all night, a 
squad of us, for the purpose of defending ourselves. , 

Question, Armed? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we were armed, some six or eight of us; occasionally several from 
the country would come in. We would remain up until two or three o'clock, until we 
would think there was no danger of anything like an attack or raid that night. 

Question. Did you think that. watching in company and armed was necessary to your 
safety ? ' 4 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. You think it was ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I thought so at the time. Well, previous to the raid on Justice 
and the Star office, some ten days or two weeks, I do not remember how long, but a 
short time any way previous to the raid, we had all been in the habit of retiring and 
going to bed all the night, thinking that affairs were going to be better 

Question. Thinking that times were going to be better? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. When you used to be up watching with guns, did any men see you who 
you supposed were'^members of the Klan ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; they would frequently pass us in the night, not disguised at all. 
Question. What would they say to you ? 

Anstver. They never would speak to us directly at all, or perhaps they might come 
up and inquire for somebody, Tom, Dick, or Harry, some negro. 

Question. If they did not speak to you directly, did they say anything about you? 
Answe7'. I cannot say they did ; not in our presence. 
Question, Did they offer any taunts to you ? 

Ansu'ei\ Well, I would construe them so sometimes; in walking the street their man- 
ner I would consider as taunting, and I think those who were with me considered it in 
the same way ; they spoke of it so at the time. 

Question. They taunted you with being fearful and timid? 

Ansivei'. Yes ; I took it in that way. 

Question. You said that for ten days previous to the raid on Justice and the Star office 
you had felt a greater degree of security ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you cease these watchings ? ^ - 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question, For ten days previous ? 

Anstver. I cannot say entirely, but to a considerable extent. 
Question, Why had you done so ? 

Anstver. There were several, I do not know how many, perhaps some fifteen or twenty 
persons who had been arrested on warrants issued by the United States Commissioner 
there and bound over to court ; there were some two or three public meetings held 
there too, by, as we supposed, .those same men, and some resolutions were passed in 
regard to it. 

Question. You mean democratic meetings ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. And from those resolutions we uhderstood that the leaders were 
going to make an effort to stop it, and we had confidence enough in them to believe 
that they could do it ; we thought they were in good earnest in regard to it. 

Question. Those meetings were held ostensibly for the purpose of putting down this 
thing ? 

Anstver. Well, they claimed so at the time. 

Question. Did they pass resolutions denunciatory of these acts? 

Anstver. I do not remember seeing the resolutions, but that was the understanding. 

Question. They gave y^u a feeling of security ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it had something to do with my feelings, and I think it had with 
others. 

Question. Did any of the leading men on»that side who you thought were influential 
with the organization hold any private talk with you about your watchings, and tell 
you it was of no use ? 
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Ansicer. Well, they "svoiild laugh at us, some of them, and tell us that there was no 
use in the world in it. Some few of them, I think, probably thought there might be 
some danger of Carpenter and Justice being interfered with ; I think some of them 
expressed themselves in that way. ^ Bnt as a general thing they claimed that they did 
not believe that there was any use in it, that we were foolish and timid. 

Question. Well, your apprehensions were to some extent lulled, and you had stopped 
watching before this attack was made on Justice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was anybody on watch that night? 

Answer. Not that I know of ; I went to bed perfectly quiet and perfectly secure. 
Question. You did not hear of anybody being on watch that night ? 
Ansicer. Nobody that I heard of. 

Question. Who presided over the meeting passing the resolutions you have referred 
to? 

Ansicer. I think Colonel Logan presided over the last meeting. 
Question. Is he Q> democrats 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was the secretary j)f the meeting? 

Ansicer. I cannot say positively ; it was either the editor. Major Irvin,or Captain 
Shot well ; I am satisfied it was one of them, though I cannot state it positively. 
Question. Was Shotwell in the meeting ? 

Answer. My understanding was that he introduced the resolutions; I was not at the 
meeting. 

Question. Is he the man now in jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The man who was in the raid on Justice and the Star office ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have any others been implicated in this outrage who were prominent in 
that meeting ? 

Answei'. Dr. Mills's son. There were several men from the country, but I do not re- 
member whether they were there or not. I was not in the meeting. In fact I hardly 
know who were present, only just what I heard. I understood that Colonel Logan was 
chairman of the meeting and that Major Irvin, or Captain Shotwell, or perhaps both 
of them, were the secretaries. 

Question. Shotwell introduced the resolutions ?• 

Ansicer. My impression is that the resolutions themselves will show that he introduced 
them ; I think the resolutions will show that fact, though I do not know that to be 
the fact. If he did not introduce the resolutions he made a speech in favor of them ; 
I understood that. 

Question. How long was that "before the raid on Justice in which he took part ? 

Answer, I think it was between five and fifteen days ; I do not remember the exact 
time, but I know it was a very short while. 

Question. Well, you were lulled into fancied security by those resolutions and other 
things ? 

Answer. My impression was this ; this was the idea<I formed myself : these men 
being arrested and bound over to a Federal court, I thought it would have a tendency 
to stop it; that those men knowing that to be the case would use their influence to 
stop it ; that is the way I looked at it, and when those resolutions were passed they 
had some influence on me. And yet I must confess I had some doubts. 

Question. You had some doubts about the good faith of their resohitions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had doubts. Yet I knew some of the men who were in the meet- 
ing, and I thought the thing would be stopped, or perhaps checked. There were some 
republicans there, men who had been lying out, who had no faith at all in the resolu- 
tions. 

Question. You mean out in the country ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. Republicans were out there, you say, who many of them had no confidence 
in the resolutions ? 

An8wei\ They had no confidence in them. I based my confidence on this : the inves- 
tigation had commenced, and I thought the friends of the men who had been arrested 
would adopt that policy. 

Question. You had more confidence in their fears than in their good intentions ? 

Answer. That is where I placed my confidence, in their fears. 

Question. Do yon know personally much about Cleveland County ; have you been 
there much in person ? 
Answer. J have been through Cleveland County a great deal, but not much for the 
• last four or five months. 
Question. Why? 

Ansicer. 1 felt that in some localities there I would be unsafe, because of my position 
as a revenue officer. A man holding that position is not safe in localities in that county. 
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Question. Have you ever had any conversation on this subject of Ku-Klux with men 
in Cleveland County ? 
' Answer. I have. 

Question, What? 

Answer. You mean the citizens of Cleveland County ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansiver. I had a conversation with Major Lee, of Shelby. 
Question, Who is he ? 

Answer. A lawyer in that place, a partner of Mr. Durham. 
Question. What was the purport of that conversation ? 

Answer. That was in the month of March ; he was at my house In Rutherfordton. 
He claimed that he ha^i nothing in the world to do with it ; that he would make no 
effort to put it down, and Ite would make no effort to sustain it ; that was about his 
position. He stated that it was the Government and the Kn-Klux. 

Question. The Government on the one side, and the Ku-Klux on the other ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and that he had nothing to do with it, and would have nothing to 
do with it ; and he also advised me to take that same position. 

Question. Is he a democrat ? ^ 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I remarked fo him that I certainly would resist them if they ever 
came on me. He advised me not to do it ; that if I did I might fare badly by it, and 
that I could move along smooth and have no difficulty. 

Question. How could you move along smoothly ? 

Ansiver. By taking the same position he did, I suppose is what he meant j he did not 
say so in so many words. 

Question. AVepe you and he personal friends ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he advising you as a personal friend? * 

Answer. I took it in that way. 

Question. Was he at your house ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; his family were visiting mine. 
, Question. Did he intimate that you would be in danger if you made active opposition ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that he said that ; he merely said that if I resisted them I 
might fare badly, and that I could not successfully do it if they should come. 

Question. Did it have any reference to your political action ? 

Answer. I took it in that way ;"I d^ not know that I said so, or that he said so. 

Question. When you spoke of resisting them did you mean by taking arms ? 

Answer. Both by taking a stand against them in society, and by resisting them with 
arms. 

Question. He advised you to do nothing ? 

Answer. He said that was his position. And he went on to state that if he should 
take a different position in the town he lived in, he had his doubts whether he himself 
could live there ; he went on to make that statement. I urged it upon Mm to act like 
— well, in discussing and arguing the thing, I insisted that he should take a bold stand 
in Cleveland County and break it down. I told him I thought it was his duty. He 
said, " I could do no good there ; you know my position ; I have been considered a 
moderate conservative man.'' I told him that was so; and he is so considered, and 
has been a moderate man ; he has not been an extreme man since the surrender ; he 
was during the war, but he has not been so si nee the surrender. He said that being a 
moderate man he could not have the influence there that others might have ; that if 
he took a position against them he would then be regarded as any other radical would 
be ; that he would be so considered by the masses there. 

Question. That if he should take sides against the Ku-Klux, although he had been a 
moderate democrat, he would be denounced as a radical ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and that he could do no good. And he then stated that if he should 
take that course he had his doubts if he could live in the town of Shelby. 

Question. Is he a man &f intelligence and education ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
, Question. Of influence and character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I considered him so. 

Question. Of ability as a lawyer ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What is his age ? 

Answer. He is forty- three years of age ; I have known him ever since I have known 
anybody. 

Question. Has he been practicing law in that county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long. 

Answer. Sixteen or eighteen years, I suppose. 
Question, A partner ot Mr. Dui'ham ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. " 
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Question. Have you had any conversation with any other citizens of Cleveland County 
upon this subject f 

Answer. I do not know that I have, more than — ^well, yes, I had a conversation with 
Colonel McAfee not very long since, but it was more in a joking way than anything 
else; he was joking me and I was joking him. 

Question. If it was not an earnest conversation, of course I do not care anything 
. about it. 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If you did not consider his expressions in earnest I do not want them. 

Answer. It was as gentlemen will sometimes speak of such things; I took it as a 
passing conversation. He accused the radicals of Rutherford and Cleveland of doing 
all the devilment ; the conversation passed In a joking way, just in that way. 

Question. What is the relative strength of parties in Cleveland ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think the vote of Cleveland County is about 2,100, the registered 
vote ; I think there are a little over 300 colored voters, perhaps 400 ; I do not remem- 
ber the number, but 300 or 400, .though. I'think if there was no intimidation at all 
there would be about 300 democratic majority in Cleveland. 

Question. The democrats have the county offices there ? 

Answer. I think so. I think that in the last election they carried the county by up- 
wards of 800 majority, perhaps 1,000; I do not know exactly what the majority was, 
but it was very large; the republicans did not turn out fully. 

Question, You mean last summer ? 

Ansu'er. Yes, sir ; I think Cleveland County is democratic, on a fair vote. 

iluestion. You say that at the last election the republicans did not turn out and vote ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You think they were afraid to vote ? 
Ansive}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You think they were intimidated by those outrages ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. Will you state whether there was any occurrence at your last superior court 
in Rutherford — which, I believe, was just previous to the outrage on Biggerstaff, was 
it not? 

Amwer. A week before ; not longer than two weeks, any way. ^ 

Q;ue8tion. Was there any occurrence in that court that produced any fear among the 

republicans of Rutherford that there would be an increase of Ku-Klux operations in 

Rutherford County I 

Answer. Well, I know nothing more than a general rumor among the republicans ; 
it was thought there among them, fr6m*\\'hat they could see, that they were organizing. 
I saw nothing myself ; but that seemed to be the feeling after the court : and I believe 
that during the court there was some organizing going on there; I saw nothing of the 
kind myself. 

Question. You have learned, I suppose, from what has transpired from examinations 
in North Carolina, that these Ku-Klux are called White Brotherhood, Constitutional 
Union Guard ; you have heard those names ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question, And there is another degree called the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question' Do you understand the Invisible Empire to be a higher degree of the order ? 
Answer, I cannot say I do ; I have heard men speaking of it in that way. 
Question, Is the Invisible Empire rather a more efficient organization of the order ? 
Answer, 1 think it is considered, though I have no evidence of the fact, that that 
is the leading organization. 

Question. Are your Ku-KIux in Rutherford members of the Invisible Empire, or of 
' the other branches of the order ? 

Answer. That is what they state in their affidavits. 
Question. That they are members of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. Some of them state so ; but the most of them come in and make confession 
that they belong to the organization known as the Ku-Klux Klan ; the most of the 
confessions read in that way ; but some of them will have it put down as they under- 
stood it. 

Question. Do they put in " Invisible Empire' of America ?" 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they say Mr. Hamilton C. Jones is the chief for the State ? 

Answer. That is what I understand. I have not seen any affidavit that, gives his 
name ; but I think I heard Judge Logan say that his name had been given as the chief 
of the State. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Where does Jones live ? 
Answer. He lives in Charlotte. 



182 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Have those men who have come in and confessed given the signs, pass 
words, and grips of the order ? 

Answ€7\ I have only asked two or three of them j there was so much pressing there 
that I have not asked many. Some of them have given them, and I know some of the 
signs they give. 

Question. Do you know whether one of their number — Mr. Downey I think is his 
name — was attacked by them on the night of the Justice raid ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir, I suppose he was ; I saw him the next morning, and he showed me 
where he had been whipped. * 

Question. What did he do when he came to town the next morning ; what did he say 
about it ? 

Atmve)'. Well, he was cursing almost everybody the next morning, I believe. 
Question. The radicals ? 
_ Answer. Yes, sir; and the Ku-Klux, and* everybody else, I believe. 
Question. Did he threaten violence ? 

Answer. I think he did ; that is upon some of the men he accused of whipping him. 
Question. Threatened to kill them ? 
Anstver. I think he did. 

Question. What did he say they whipped him for ? 

Answer. I think they accused him of revealing somethings upoh them. 

Question. What did he say they told him about what Mr. Justice had said about him ? 

Answer. As well as I remember, I think they told him that Justice had told them he 
had been telling ; and I think they came for the purpose of killing him ; I think that , 
is about the way they approached him. 

Question. Well, what did they do ? Did they make any move upon him? Did he 
come to any compromise with his camp ? To what camp did he belong ? 

Answer. To De Priest/s camp. 

Question. Wa& he one of the leading men in De Priest's camp, as it turned out ? 
Answer. I suppose that he took a very active part. 
Question. What compromise did he make with his camp ? 

Answei\ I cannot state exactly. I think he was arrested and taken away to Raleigh 
before he cofnpleted his arrangements. My impression is, that the compromise was not 
• really made; but the proposition was made to him, that if he did not make any 

statement, or tell, they would give him protection ; 1 think that is about his statement 
of the matter. 

Qmstion. Did he carry his disguise to Raleigh ? 

Answefi\ I think Captain Bosher, the deputy marshal, took it. Several of these men 
came in and gave up their disguises. 

Question. Have the authorities got a number of the disguises ? 

Answer. They had five or six, I think. Several of them stated to me that they 
burned their disguises as soon as they concluded that they would reveal the thing j but 
there were several who brought them in and gave them to me. iWell, the Federal offi- 
cers who are there, asked me to secure some of the disguiseSj and I mentioned it to the 
men who were revealing, and they brought in several of them. 

Question. What has been the course of the democratic papers in that State, since these 
outrages, in the way they treat of them ? I mean since this Rutherford move. Have 
you read the Raleigh Sentinel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I read it frequently. 

Question. Did it deny them ? 

Answer. I think it accused the radicals of doing the devilment; that is my under- 
standing now. 

Question, You mean Jifter the raid on Justice ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you remember an article in that paper which spoke of it as " another 
radical outrage ? " 

Answe)\ I remember the article, but I do not remember its statements fully. - 

Question. What is the course of the Vindicator since that time ? 

Answer. Well, sir, the course of the Vindicator is somewhat changed from what it 
was previous to that time, I think. 

Question. Look at this article, [handing witness a paper,] which appeared in the Vin- 
dicator eight or ten days ago, in regard to these men who have come up and confessed 
before Judge Logan. 

Answer. [After looking at th^ article.] I think I saw that in the Vindicator before I 
left home. 

Question. Read it, so that the committee may know exactly what it is. 

Answer. [Reading.] " What shall we do to be saved ? — We are informed that a 
number of the citizens of the county were before Judge Logan on Wednesday and 
Thursday last, to make confession of their connection with the Ku-Klux. It is said 
that they deny all knowledge of any outrages committed, and that they were never 
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concerned in any of them. From the character of some of them, wo are satisfied they 
are not of the class of people who can be justly charged with the commission of 
crime." 

Quesiion. That article states, " It is said that they deny all knowledge of any out- 
rages committed, and that they were never concerned in any of them." Is that true T 
Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. They did say they had knowledge ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they said they had knowledge and that they had been in several 
raids. 

Question. And this is a false statement to the public ? 
Anstver. Either the affidavits are false or else this is false. 
Question. Their affidavits may be false, and this be false too ? 

Ansiver. That is so ; numbers of them did confess that they were in raids. I have 
a specimen here of some of their affidavits. 

Question. I will see to that in a moment, as soon as I get through with this matter. 
Is that article from the Vindicator copied into the Sentinel ? 

Answer. This paper is the Raleigh Sentinel. 

Question. Is that a leading democratic organ of the State f 

Ansiver. It is so- considered. 

Question. Has that paper, since the commission of this outrage upon Mr. Justice, as 
well as before, denied and palliated generally these offenses? 
Answer. Well, we have looked upon it in that way. 
Question. Has that been the general tone of the articles in that paper 
Anstcer. That is my impression ; that is the way I look at it. 

Quesiion. Do you know whether it has denounced the indictments and arrests made 
by the Federal circuit court ? 

An8we7\ I have read it but very little since the Federal court held its session. 

Question. I will now call your attention to an article in this paper — the paper is dated 
July 10, 1871— correspondence in that paper in regard to the Mississippi Ku-Klux trial 
now progressing. Has that been about the tone of that paper, and of the Vindicator, 
in reference to the trials going on in North Carolina ? 

Answer. [Looking at the article referred to.] Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question. That has been about the usual tone assumed ? 

Ansicer. Previous to this raid on ^Iv. Justice and the Star office ; since that time I 
have read the paper scarcely any at all. 

Question. Has that been about the tone assumed by the democratic papers of the 
State in regard to bringing these parties to justice ? 

Anstver. I t-hink that is so with regard to the most of them. A few of the papers, I 
think, have been diffiirent ; the Old North State and tho Telegram have taken a dif- 
erent course. 

Question, No other exceptions ? 

Anstver. I do not know that I could make any other exceptions. 

Question. Are those papers considered as thoroughly democratic, or are they supposed 
to be neutral papers ; the Old North State and the Telegram ? 

Answer. I think the Old North State has been considered a conservative or a demo- 
cratic paper until recently j I think there are some doubts as to what course it will 
pursue hereafter. . 

Question. Are the Telegram and the Old North State considered as in full affiliation 
with the democratic party ? 
Answer. I cannot say they are. ^ 
Question. Do you think they are not ? 

Answer. I think they are not ; at least I do not regard them so. 

Mr. Pool. I offer this article in evidence with two views — first, as showing the tone 
of the leading democratic papers of the State in reference to this matter ; and, the 
second place, to show the position taken by this pai)er in reference to the trial now 
progressing in Oxford, Mississippi, and that it attacks the authorities for what they 
are doing. 

The Chair]vian, (Mr. Poland.) The article will be incorporated into the testimony 
of this witness if there is no objection. 

Ml*. Beck. I do not intend to make any objection ; but if what any and every news- 
paper Mlow may say is to be put in our record here, it will become a very large one. 
The speech of Stevens against the Alabama constitution was objected to the other day. 

Mr. BL^iin. I have no objection to tliis. 

The Chmrman, (Mr. Poland.) I understand it is offered with this view, that .tho 
conduct of tho press in that vicinity is clliimed to be one reason for these violations of 
the law. 

Mr. Pool. I offer it with that view. 

The CiLviRMAN, (Mr. Poland.) I do not understand that any objection is made. 
Mr. Beck. I do not object ; I only want the rule to work the same for all. 
Mr. Pool. I do not think it is proper to introduce anything that does not bear upon 
the subject under investigation by us. 
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Mr. Beck. I only make my suggestion as a caveat for what we may want to do here- 
after. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) I do not suppose the fact that this article is in the 
Raleigh Sentinel makes it any more valuable than if it was in a republican paper. 
Mr. Pool claims that the tone of these teachings of the public press makes it more 
difficult to enforce the law there, and to put a stop to those outrages. It is not because 
it is in a democratic paper that it is applicable ; it would be the same if it was in any 
paper. 

Mr. Pool. The fact that it is in a democratic paper is nothing so far as its admis- 
sibility is concerned ; I want it to appear for what it is worth. 
The article is as follows : 

[Correspondence of the Sentinel.] 
"MISSISSIPPI KU-KLUX TRIALS. 

United States District Court — Trial of Supposed Ku-Klux of Monroe County, Miss, — 
Great Inte^-est Manifested in their Behalf— Many of them the most Respectable Citizens of 
Mississippi — Charged with 1cilli7ig one Alexander Page, {colored) — Progress made in the 
Case, 

"Oxford, Miss., July 3, 1871. 

" The United States district court is in session at this place, Judge R. A. Hill pre- 
siding. There are many lawyers in attendance, among whom we may mention Gen. 
Gholson, Col. ^Reynolds, Mr. Turner, District Attorney Wells, and Judge Blockman. 

" There are about forty indictments against certain parties of Monroe County, Miss., 
charged with 

" KU-KLUXING 

one Alexander Page, colored. This is the first case, in this State, which has been con- 
sidered under the infamous act of Congress, known as the 

" KU-KLUX BILL ; 

« 

or Grant's electioneering scheme, in order to be enabled again to disgrace the White 
House with the presence of his contemptible person. 

" Many of the persons arrested are of the first families of this State, who have 
always been respected and honored by the highest society to be found, and who stand 
above suspicion in the eyes of all true sons of peace and law. Some of them 
show that their heads have grown hoary with the frosts of seventy winters, and they 
have never before been arraigned before any judicial tribunal, to answer for offenses 
committed against the *best Government the world ever saw.^ It is an affecting 
scene to visit the court-room and see our noble old sires, men of integrity and honor, 
sitting as prisoners under the vigilant eye of some colored son of Ham, a member of 
the loyal family of African ^ scent f but the day of retribution will come by-and-by. 

" The people of Mississippi are shocked and disgusted at the proceedings which are 
now going on in this part of the State in reference to the action of the district court. 
But these chivalric people are preparing to cast off the shackles of Oppression in the 
next presidential election, and also in their State and co unty elections. From almost 
every quarter comes stirring news for the 

» ■ • 

" DEMOCRACY OF THE LAND. 

" The case now in court is rapidly progressing. The defendants in the case tried to 
prove an alibi and sue out a writ of 

" HABEAS CORPUS. 

" They completed the examination of their witnesses two days ago, and the wit- 
nesses for the United States are now being examined. There is great fear among the 
people of this vicinity and the State at large that many of the prisoners will be con- 
victed. I will give you further information in a short while. J. R. P." 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You can now proceed and state anything else that has any bearing upon 
this general subject of Ku-Klux in that county, what manner of men they are, the 
authority of the organization as you suppose, its effect upon society, its eftect upon 
the conduct and feeling of security upon the part of certain individuals ; anything of 
that kind you will state. 

Answer. I can only state that for several months, I do not know how long, some three 
or four months, there have been a great many citizens there, as good men as wo have. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



185 



who have heen afraid to remain in their houses of a night. They, have fttated to mo 
that they have taken quarters out in some secure place ; and very* often I have heen 
Tvith them under those circumstances. As to the kind of men who belong to this organi- 
zation, I can only state from the men who have made these confessions. 

Question. They have disclosed the names of many of the men in your county who 
are connected with it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are they ? 

Anstce)'. Some of the men who have confessed there are of as good families as we 
have in our country. 

Question. Men of substance, standing, and influence in your county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have they implicated any republicans ? 

Answer. I think some two or three republicans have made confessions. 

Question. Those who were acting with the republican party ? 

Answer. I do not thiuk they voted with us last summer. 

Question. They were repubHeans up to that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Most of these outrages have occurred sihee last summer ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any republican, who continued to be so during the election last 
summer, implicated by these confessions ?• 

Answer. If there are any they are very few ; I do not remember any ; it may be so, 
for they have given a great many names ; I have not looked over all their statements, 
and do not know all their names. 

Question. You do not know of any ? 

Answer. None, with the exception of these three or four I have mentioned. 
Question. They did not vote with the republican party last summer ? 
Anstver. I think not. I was talking with one of them, and I think he said that he 
divided his ticket last summer. 

Question. What reason did he give for going into this organization ? 
Answer. He stated that he went in from fear, and to get protection. 
Question. To protect himself ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he state that he divided his ticket last summer for that 'reason ? 
Answer. Well, sir ; we were speaking of that, and I think he told me that he divided 
his ticket. 

Question. Because he thought it would give him protection ? 

Answer. He did not say as to that. He just remarked to me that he voted for men 
on both tickets last summer. 

Question. And that he joined this organization to get i>rotection ? 
Answer. He so stated to me ; and I think he so stated in his affidavit. 
Question. Are there any other facts that you can state ? 

Answer. I might state a great many, if brought to my mind, in regard to how things 
have been there. 

Question. There was a horrible outrage committed in your county by some men of 
the name of Adair ? 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tell us in regard to that ? 

Anmer. Well, sir, there was a colored man and three children murdered, I think ; 
and the woman he was living with, and who was a white woman 

By Mr. Coburn : , 

Question. When was that ? 
Answer. I suppose it was in May. 
Question. May, 1871 ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. The woman escaped with her life. She stated on oath before a 
magistrate that these Adair§, and a man by the name of Bennard, were the parties 
who committed the murder. They were arrested and put in jail, and they are there 
now. The Adairs are republicans ; I do not know Bennard's politics ; I suppose ho is 
a republican, I do not know 3 he is a very common man. 

By ]Mr. Pool : 
Question. Who was killed on that ocoflsion ? 
Answer. A colored man and three children. 
Question. Was the house set on fire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and burned up. 

Question. What was the motive alleged for that murder ? 

Answer. I do not know that I can make you a clear statement about that. There 
has been a^ort of difficulty in that community between some men by the name of 
Morgan and the Adairs ; but how it is I do not know exactly. 
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Question, Was it about a distillery f 
Ansiver, It was about some brandy. 

Question, Had this colored man been helping them in an illicit distillery as alleged 1 
Answer. I cannot tell you as to that. 

Question. Was that regarded as an outrage by the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. The Ku-Klux are not responsible for that ? 

Aimcer. No, sir. The republicans arrested these men promptly. 

Question. Put them in jail ? 

Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they are in jail now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the character of that woman ? 

Answer. She has a very bad character. She has been living in adultery with a negro 
man ever since the war, and previous to the war, I think. 
Question. And has had children by a negro man ? 
Answer, I suppose so. 

Question, What is her character for intelligence ? 
Answer. I suppose she has none at all hardly. 

By the Chairman, (Iklr. Poland :) 
Question. Did you understand that these Adairs, or whoever did commit that act, 
were disguised ? 

Answei\ I think not. I think that is the statement of this woman, that they were 
not disguised. 

By Mr. Pool : . 

Question. Does the implication of the Adairs rest upon any evidence except hers? 

Amwer. None that I know of. 

Question. The Adairs are both white men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. * 
Question. I mean to include the other man, Bennard. Is there any evidence against 
him beyond hers ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question, Do you know anything about the r/Blease of any prisoners recently, in the 
town of Marion, in McDowell County, which borders on your county ? 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. Let me ask a question right here. Is it claimed by anybody that there was 
anything political in the killing of this old negro ? 
Answer. Nothing of the kind. 

Question, Was the negro man who was killed a republican ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; T suppose so. 

Question. It is not charged or claimed by anybody that that transaction was on 
account of anybody's politics ? 

Answer, No, sir ; the Adairs are considered rash men and dangerous men, and very- 
strong republicans. They are extreme republicans. The negroes down there are 
republican of course. So far as I know there is but one democratic negro in the 
county. 

Question, It has never been claimed by anybody that that transaction had any con- 
nection at all with politics ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Is it claimed that this negro was murdered because he was likely to be a 
witness upon some charges against them ? 
Answer. I have heard that rumor. I know nothing of the facts. 
Question, The Adairs had been charged with stealing some brandy, had they not f 
Answer, Yes, sir. ' 
Question. From a still at which this negro was employed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was from a fruit distillery last summer. The brandy was made 

last summer, and I think it was stored in a smoke-house near by, and taken out of that 

after night and carried off. 

Question. Has there been any prosecution agt^nst the Adairs for that f 

Answer. I think so. • ^ 

Question. Was the negro summoned as a witness in that prosecution ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know enough about it to make a statement. I can only state 

rumors in regard to it, because I have never made any inquiries about it. 

Question, Then I will go on and inquire about the transaction in Marion. How far is 

Marion from Rutherfordton ! 

^ Ansicei', We call it twenty-six miles. 
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Qufstion. What occurred at Marion a few weeks ago? 

Answer. I heard, before I got to Marion, that there was a parcel of disguised men. 
However, I will go further back and state that my understanding was that Judgo 
Henry had committed four men there in jail. 

Question. Charged with what ? 

Aimcer. With going in disguise aud abusing Mrs. Murphy, a white lady. 

Question. Who was Mrs. Murphy ? 

Answer. A widow lady in McDowell County. 

Questim. Widow of whom ? 

Answer. Of Burton Murphy. 

Question. Was he a member of the constitutional convention of North Carolina? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. A repiiblican ? 
An8W€i\ I think he was. 

Question. They were accused of committing an outrage upon her ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they in company with others when the outrage was committed? 
Answer. I do not know whether there were any more or not. 
Question. They were in disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were in disguise. And they were arrested and committed to 
jail. I heard, before I left home, that a band of disguised men had released them from 
jail. I was talking with one of the citizens as I passed through, and he said some 
fifteen or eighteen men in disguise came there and demanded the keys and released 
them. That is about all I know about it. 

Question. When did that occur ? 

Answer. I do not remember ; it was some two weeks ago, I guess ; I do not remember 
the date. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In regard to this transaction of the Adairs, and the murder committed by 
them, did I understand that the woman escaped and testified as to their identity ? 

Answer. I stated that she escaped with her life. She states sne is satisfied thej 
thought she was dead, but she was not. 

Question. They attempted to kill her ? 

Ansxoei\ That is what she states. > 

Question. They inflicted some severe wounds upon her ? : 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A disguise would have been entirely unnecessary if* they had succeeded in 
killing her as they did the others ? 

Answer. I would think so. When I made the remark that she escaped with her life, 
I did not mean that she had run and got away. 

Question. The question was asked, whether those parties were disguised or not. It 
seems that the attempt was made by them to kiU the whole family, so that there 
might be left no witness to the transaction. 

Answer. There is no doubt in my mind but what that was the intention. 

Question. And that was a substitute for any disguise? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that the negro was a witness against the Adairs 
in some suit, or some prosecution in regard to some brandy stolen by them ? 

Answer. I stated that there was a difficulty there between the Adairs and the Mor- 
gans, but that I could not make a clear statement of the facts. It was rumored there 
that he was a witness ; but then I can only state it as a rumor, for I know nothing oi 
the facts. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Nearly all you have stated is what you have heard ; why make the dis- 
tinction in this case ? 

Answer. It was rumored that he was a witness, and it was rumored that he was noi 
a witness ; there are both rumors ; that is just the way it stands. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. What was alleged as the motive for killing the negro ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I do not know. 

Question. W^s it anything in regard to his living with a white woman ? 

Answer. 1 heard nothing of that kiud. 

Question. Y6U think it was in no sense political ? 

Answer. No, sir; I have no idea there was any politics in it; I cannot think-so, for 
they were all republicans. 

Question. The only ostensible motive you have heard is the mmor that this negro 
was to be a witness against them iii the trial ? 

Answer. Yes ; it seems to be the impression there with both parties, republicans and 
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democrats, and with the community generally, that there was a difficulty in the neigh- 
borhood ; each party tells their own tale ; you can hear rumors on both sides. 

Question. This was made no party question ; there were simply parties to the feud. 

Answer. No party question ; no political question. 

Question. The rumor that this negro was to be a witness against those parties, in the 
prosecution pending against them, seems to be the only ostensible cause, so far as you 
have heard ? . 

Answer. That is what was told. 

Question. Did you know Mr. McGahey ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I knew him. 

Question. Did you know him personally ? 

Answer. I was not very well acquainted with him ; I knew him when I saw him. 
Question. What sort of man was he ? 

Answer. A laboring man, a poor man ; so far as I know he was a quiet man. He was 
a man who had the character of being rather a dangerous man when excited ; that is 
what his neighbors said of him. But I never heard of his having but one difficulty 
previous to that. 

Question. What was that about ? 

Answer. I do not know what the difficulty was about. I heard of his snapping a 
pistol at a man, perhaps ten or fifteen years ago. That is the only difficulty I remem- 
ber hearing of his having before. 

Question. What was the cause assigned for the visit of those marauders to his 
family ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know that I can give any cause, more than it was like 
all the other cases have been. I do not know that they alleged any particular reason ; 
I do not remember. 

Question. Did not those parties, when they visited his house and found that McGahey 
was absent, push his wife about and inflict some indignity upon her, and tell her that 
they wanted to kill McGahey because he was a liar ? 

Ansiver. I heard nothing of that kind that I remember, and I heard the most -of the 
witnesses in that case ; I do not remember anything of that kind. 

Question. You do not remember any such statement ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What was McGahey's politics ? 
Anstver. He was a republican. ^ 
Question. Are you sure of that ? 

Answer. He was so considered by the opposite party ; I have always considered him 
so, and he has always been so considered, so far as I understand it. 
Question. Mr. Justice did not considex him so ? 

Answer. I do not know what he considered • him ; I considered him a republican, at 
least that was my impression, and it was the opinion of his neighbors there. I live 
some little distance from there, some ten or fifteen miles ; but I know his neighbors 
considered him a republican. 

Question. On the night of this attack on his family he returned home after the party 
had left, and then immediately organized a party to follow the marauders ? 

Answer. That is my understanding ; he went for some of his neighbors. 

Question. And among them was Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they followed them for a considerable distance, until they reached the 
house of Sam. Biggerstafi ? * 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that is what I understand. 

Question. And when they reached Sam. BiggerstafPs house, McGahey pushed open 
the door and fired into the house ? 

Answer. My understanding of that is this : When they got within some little distance 
of the house, perhaps fifty or sixty yards, McGahey ran ahead of the crowd that was 
with him, burst in the door, and fired his gun ; that is my understanding of it. 

Question Was anybody injured in Sam. Biggerstaft's house? 

Answer. I think not; I do not know of any one who was injured there at that time. 

Question. Nothing was done except to fire a gun into the house ? 

Answer. Well, the door might have been broken ; I do not remember as to that ; he 
might have pushed it open; anyway, he got in,. and the gun was fired; sojlie of the 
witnesses state that there were two guns fired ; there was one fired, anyway. 

Question. Those two BiggerstaflPs were related, were they not ? 

Answer. They were half-brothers. 

Question. It was known that Aaron Biggerstafi" was of the party that made this attack 
on Sam. Biggerstafi's house ? 
Answer. O, yes ; I suppose it was. 

Question. It was known that he accompanied McGahey on that occasion ? 
Answer. I do not think he denied it ; none of the parties who were with McGahey 
but what just^ackuowledged it, told it. 
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Question. Yon say that was the first affair of the kind, or among the first, that 
occurred in the county 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; unless there might have been some negro whipped along the South 
Carolina line ; I do not remember anything of the kind. 

Questioiu You do not remember any that preceded this ? 

Answer. No, sir, I- do not remember now ; though there might have been some along 
the lower edjije of the county. 

Question, The next day McGahey continued the pursuit of that party? 

Answer. I think it was the second day, as well as I remember, that he shot De Priest; 
I will not bo positive about that. 

Question. He called him to the door and shot him ? 

Answer. My understanding is that he called him out of doors into the yard and then 
shot him down. 

Question. Did this circumstance create much excitement in the county? 
Answei'. Well, there was right smart of excitement there for several days; at least 
in that community. 

Question. Was there not anotlier man who was supposed to have aided McGahey? I 
understood you to say that McGahey fled the country after he committed this crime ; 
after he killed De Priest? ^ ♦ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And some party in the neighborhood was suspected of having aided him ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they accused Aaron Biggerstaff of having aided McGahey 
to get away. 

Question. Was there not another man who was attacked, a man who was the owner 
of some teams and engaged in hauling about the country? 
Answer. Who was accused, with Aaron Biggerstafi:', of aiding McGahey to get away f 
Question. Yes. 

Ansxcer. There was Hollofield, the coroner of the county ; I think they accused him 
of it ; I know nothing of it myself, that is, as to the facts ; I think they accused sev- 
eral of aiding McGahey to get away. 

Question. Of aiding in his escape ? . 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that charge was made against Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Anstver. I think it was ; that is my impression. 
Question. Do you not know that it was ? 

Ansxcer. No ; I do not know it. It was either that, or they accused Biggerstaff with 
having something to do with killing De Priest. They made one of those accusations 
against him; but I do not know which ; I have heard so much of it there that I cannot 
tell what was actually the fact. 

Question. Did not Sam. Biggerstaff accompany the party who went to inflict punish- 
ment on Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer. He is accused of bein^ with the party. 

Question. And it was alleged either that Aaron Biggerstaff aided in the escape of Mc- 
Gahey, or aided in the killing of De Priest ? 
Answer. I think they made those charges against him. 

Question. Then undoubtedly this attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff grew out of the 
former transaction, and the feud which had grown up because of the killing of De Priest, 
and the tiring into Sam. Biggerstaff's house ? ♦ 

Answer. Well, all I can say to that is that it might or it might not. But several of 
those men, quite a number of them, were from Cleveland County, when they made the 
raid on Aaron Biggerstaff; they were strangers to him. 

Question. Strangers to that quarrel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; strangers to that quarrel, and strangers even to Biggerstaff him- 
self. 

Question. When they raided on him the allegation was that he had aided in the 
escape of McGahey, or in the killing of De Priest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, one or the other, I do not remember which ; they used such lan- 
guage, something in regard to the McGahey scrape. 

Question. There was no other motive assigned for it, was there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. By whom ? 

Answer. By the parties; they told him when they whipped him — so he states and so 
do the other witnesses also — that it was done on that account and because he was a 
radical. They made that statement to him ; so he states, and so the other witnesses 
state. 

Question. He was undoubtedly of the party with McGahey that went in x>ursuit that 
night ? 

Answer. Oh, yes ; there is no doubt about that ; but he did not go to the house of Sam. 
Biggerstaff ; I do not think that he went nearer to it than within fifty or sixty yards, 
perhaps. 

* Question. He was known to have been in that party ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir ; he acknowledges that ; he does not deny it. 

Question. And he is also accused of aiding in the killing of De Priest ? 

Amwer, I think the parties, the night they whipped him, accused him of having 
Bomething to do with that, or something to do with assisting McGahey to escape, to get 
out of the country. I know the McGahey scrape came up, for I heard him speak of it. 

Question. You say this transaction, when it occurred, excited a great deal of atten- 
tion, and the judge of the circuit immediately caused the arrest of all the parties who 
were known, summoned witnesses against them, and bound them over to appear ? 
' Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there not, at the time of those arrests and the placing those persons 
under bond, a personal quarrel that grew up with the judge himself in reference to it ? 
Answer. Personal quarrel with whom? 
Question. With Judge Logan, in regard to this affair. 
An8ivet\ With whom ? 

Question. With some of the lawyers ; with Mr. Schenck, for instance ; was not the 
judge charged by Schenck with partisan conduct ? 
Aiisiver. I suppose he was. 

Question. Charged in a published letter with partisan conduct ? 
Answer. I suppose ho was. 

Question. With making a party question out of this feud ; and did not the judge pro- 
ceed to disbar the attorney, Schenck ? 
Ansicer. 1 suppose he did. 

Question. For what he called a contempt of court in the charge , made by Schenck ? 
The charge made by Schenck was that the judge had behaved m a partisan manner 
in reference to this personal feud between the Biggerstaffs and others in that neigh- 
borhood ? 

Answer. That is my understanding ; I read his letter, and I think he accused him of 
making party capital out of it. 

Question. Attempting to drag politics into it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he accused him of it. 

Question. Did not the judge pretend that he felt very unsafe in holding court there, 
and did he not call out a large body of men to aid him, and did he not abandon one of 
his courts altogether ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not go to the Shelby court until the latter part of the week. 
He issued the warrants on the Sunday evening previous to the Monday when his court 
was to have commenced ; and the men were arrested on the Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday of that week. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Was that in May last ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I think that was the last of March or the first of April. I do not 
remember exactly, but it was about that time somewhere. He went to Shelby, I think, 
on Thursday ; if I remember right he left Rutherford on Thursday. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Did he not send a communication to the Senate of the .United States that 
he was unable to hold court on that account ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. There was a letter sent by him, and I was in his office 
when the letter started. My understanding was that that letter was to be carried by 
Carpenter to the governor of the State ; it was to go to Raleigh instead of to Wash 
ington. 

Question. But it did come to Washington, did it not ? 
Answer. I suppose it did ; I saw it published. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question. Was he a State judge or a United States judge ? 
Answer. He was a State judge. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. In this communication of his in reference to this affair, growing, as it ap- 
pears, out of a personal quarrel between these parties, he made the statement that it 
was a party affair, an attack by the democratic party upon certain members of the 
republican party, and he appealed to Congress for aid ? 

Answer. I do not know about his appealing to Congress. The letter, as I understood 
it, was to the governor of the State. I am satisned that he had no idea that the 
letter would go to Washington. 

Question. It was thought to be a good card to aid the passage of a bill then pending 
in Congress ? 

Answer. I am satisfied the judge knew nothing about it until the letter appeared in 
print ; that when it left Rutherfordton it as intended for the governor alone, and for 
nobody else. 
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Question, A copy was sent here by others? 

Answer. I understood that Mr. Carpenter brought a copy of it on here. 
Question. This Mr. Justice is an attorney, is he not? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; he has been. 

Question, He was assigned, or appointed to, or assumed the duty of, prosecutor in 
regard to this Biggerstalf case ; he appeared in the suit ? 
Answer. That was before Judge Logan. 

Question. He appeared not only before Judge Logan, but in the subsequent prosecu- 
tion before the commissioner ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but the first Biggerstaff case did not come before the United States 
commissioner at Rutherfordton. 

Question. I know it did not, but the second Biggerstaff case did ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And in that case Mr. Justice appeared as prosecutor ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does it not appear to you that all of these disturbances, or pretty nearly 
all, that you have enumerated and commented upon, with the exception of this Adair 
case, and probably one or two others, have all grown out of this Biggerstaff feud, which 
seems to have spread over your whole county ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it does not appear so to me ; I think it is really political j that is the 
way I look at it. 

Question. Did not Judge Logan by his action upon it give it its first political aspect ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Is it alleged by anybody that the attack on McGahey was made on account 
of his politics ? 

^ Ansica\ Yes, sir ; we thought so at the time ; that is the view I took of it. 

Question. Was not the alleged cause of the attack on Mr. Biggerstaff, by your own 
statement, entirely distinct from politics ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not by my statement ; you have misunderstood me. Those men 
made charges that he had something to do with the killing of De Priest. 

Question. Did he not actually have something to do with it? 

Answer. He was with McGahey the night of the raid ; that is all true. But the way we 
have looked at it — at least that is my opinion — is that when the thing commenced there 
we were expecting it, from the fact that Cleveland County had suffered a great deal 
irom it. We join Cleveland County, and this thing was going on in Cleveland County 
before it came into our county. If it was the only case in our county I might not have 
thought it was political ; but it was similar to all these cases in Cleveland County, and 
therefore it assumed the same appearance to me. 

Question. Did not all the cases in Cleveland CoTinty arise out of private feuds like 
this? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Then how could they be similar to this ? 

Answer. I mean this : that those who are whipped arc all of one party, with but few 
exceptions,- I have mentioned one, the only one that I remember. 

By Mr. Beck ; 

Question. What had McGahey done as a republican to call down vengeance on him 
more than a year ago ? 
Answer. I do not know that he had done anything more than vote. 
Question. Do you know that he did vote your ticket ? 
Anstver. That was my understanding. 

Question, Did you ever hear that he had voted the republican ticket ? 
Answer. I regarded him as a republican ; I do not know that he went t& the polls 
and voted. 

Question. You never heard anybody say that he had voted the republican ticket ? 
Answer. That he voted, no. But I have heard again and again that he was a 
republican. 

Question, And you regard the attack as having been made on him because of his 
• politics? 

Answer. Do you want my opinion ? 

Question. I do not want your opinion; I want facts. What information have you 
that the first attack was on account of politics ? 

Answer. The information I had was this : it was a similar outrage to what had been 
• committed in the Cleveland and Spartanburg districts, which I regarded as political. 
I looked at the McGahey case in the same light that I would the whipping of a col- 
ored man in Cleveland County. 

QuestU>n. You assume that it was political from its similarity ? 

An8wei\ Certainly, 

By Jtlr. Blair : 

Question, Although you know the fact to be that Aaron Biggerstaff had accompanied 
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this party wlien they fired into Sam. BiggerstaiFs house, and when they killed De 
Priest 

Answer, They did not kill De Priest that night. 

Question. I know that ; but knowing the fact that Aaron Biggerstaff himself 
declared that when they whipped him they told him that it was because of his com- 
plicity in the McGahey affair, still you say it was political ? 

Answer, They said that at the time. 

Question, Did they not say the other thing at the time ? r 
Answer, Yes, sir ; they said both ; that is my understanding. 

Question, Would not anybody draw the conclusion that when a man was implicated 
in the murder of one of their friends, and in firing into the house of another, that 
was the most probable cause of such a punishment to be inflicted upon him, rather 
than his political sentiments? 

Answer, Of course it is a cause from which revenge would arise; that is all true. To 
look at it from that stand-point, to confine yourself there and not connect it with what 
is going on in the country, you might make it appear as a personal matter; but you 
see that this case, in connection with the cases in Cleveland County 

Question, What had Cleveland County to do with this transaction ? 

Answer, There were men there from Cleveland County. 

Question. This was near the Cleveland County line, was it not ? 

Answer, It was I think some five or sis or eight miles from the line ; I do not 
remember exactly. 

Question, Was it not probable that De Priest had personal friendg/ in Cleveland 
* County as well as in his own county ? 
Answer. He might have had. 

Question, And they might have united in an attack to inflict punishment upon Uis 
murderers ? 
• Answer, He might have had Mends there. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question, How many white republicans had yon in the county of Rutherford when 
McGahey was first attacked ? 
Answer, I cannot tell you how the majorities ran. 

Question, You said there were twenty-three hundred registered voters in Rutherford 
county ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, And that there were three or four hundred ne^o voters there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And your majority was how much ? 

Answer. In 1868 our majority, on an average, was .eight hundred. That was in the 
election upon the constitution. 

Question, Theii you must have had some twelve hundred white republicans in the 
county ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; from that calculation I suppose there were that many. 
Question. And McGahey had never held any political office? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, He was an obscure, humble man ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say he was the only white man attacked at that time, or for nearly a 
year after? 

Amwer, No, sir ; it was not a year ; it was some time aftfer. 

Question, It was ten months ; and that without a knowledge even of how he voted, 
knowing the fact that he was an obscure man and had never held any office, had never 
been even so prominent, for you, a republican official, to know whether he belonged to 
your party oi not, you still assume that it was a political attack on him ? 

Answer, I think so ; that it was done for political eftect ; that is my impression. 

Question. You have nothing upon which to base that impression ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have. 

Question, Except the fact that other things have been done in other comities. If you • 
have any other facts state them. I want to see how fair you want to be in your testi- 
mony.. 

Answer. I judge so from this thing : He lived from five to eight miles from the 
Cleveland County line. I do not remember exactly how far. Similar occui^cnces were 
taking place in Cleveland County. Well, when they came over into our county, he 
happened to be the first man they attacked, and I put him upon the same principle that 
I do those men who were whipped in Cleveland. 

Question. You are simply arguing from analogy ; from what occurred in one county 
you argue about what occurred in another ; you claim that they picked up an obscure 
man who never had held an office, in order to make him an example to twelve hundred 
white men ? 
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Aiisiccr. They had to hit somebody, and, in coming into this county, these luen have 
generally picked out the lowest class first. 

Question. Then a lull occurred of about ten months afterward? 

Ansu'ei\ I do not think it was ten mouths after j I do not think it was that long. 

Question.^ I only want to get at your reasoning. 

Aiisiver. That is where I based it j that is where I put it. 

By Mr. Bl\ui : 

Qiicsiion. Mr. Justice, in testifying here, said to the committee, that when these dis- 
guised men went to McGahey's house, they declared that they intended to whip him 
because he was a great liar. 

Answer. They may have used that language; they uSe a great many expressions* 

Question. That was the only allegation they made ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember of hearing Biggerstaff state that, but generally w^hen 
they abuse parties they will tell them to work more and talk less, and use all expres- 
sions of tliat kind ; but at the same time they invariably told them that they must 
quit voting the radical ticket, and they gave them their orders in regard to it. They 
might accuse one man of one thing and another man of another, when they came to 
whip them. ^ 

Question. I want now to ask you the question, whether or not the first political 
aspect given to this wfis given by the conduct of Judge Logan himself ? 

Ansicer. Do you want to know about his action in this matter ? 

Question. Yes ; whether it was not by his action and his attempt to bring it before 
Congress that the first political aspect was given to that case ? 

Answer, No, sir. I said awhile ago that when Judge Logan wrote that letter he had 
no idea it would ever go to Congress. I was with him when the letter left his office ; 
I was sitting there in his ofiice. There was nothing in the world said about sending 
the letter to Witshington, but he ordered Mr. Carpenter to take it himself to Governor 
Caldwell; he would not even mail it, and he was displeased when Carpenter came 
home and told him that he had taken a copy of the letter and brought it on here. 

Question. Th»3 second time that they attacked Biggerstafi:', you say that they whipped 
I his daughter ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not the second time ; that was the first time. 

Question. And the allegation when they whipjied her was that she had appeared as a 
witness ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my understanding. 

Question. That is a similar allegation to the one that was made in reference to the old 
negro who was killed by the Adairs. You did not consider that Adair case at all polit- 
ical ? , 

uJrm(/-e?\ No, sir ; I do not. \ 

Question. The danger of the old negro appearing against the Adairs did not make 
that case at all political ? 

Answer. Not at all, because they all belonged to the same political party. 

Question. But if they belong to other political parties, and one whips the other for 
appearing as a witness in a transaction of this kind, then it is political, because the 
l^ersons belong to difiierent political parties ? . 

Answer. Well, it has become such a common occurrence that that fact is established. 
If it was an isolated case I would change my mind. 

Question, You say this McGahey case was the first occuiTcnce in that county?' 

Answer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. Then how could it be such a common occurrence ? 

Answer. Because it was right within a few miles of those who had been treated in 
the same manner, both white and black ; that is the way I look at it. 
» Question. Was it not a fact that the woman had appeared as a witness against certain 
of them? 

Ansicer. I suppose that was the fact, but I do not know; I do not know anything 
about that. 

, Question. It was also a fact that Aaron Biggerstaff had aided and abetted McGahey 
in killing one of their friends ? - 

Ansicer. I did not say that was a fact. 

Question. He was with the party that killed him ? 

Answer. Not at the time. 

Question. But he was with them the night previous, when McGahey fired into Sam. 
Biggerstaff s house ? • 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and right at that time when McGahey fired a gun, Aaron Bigger- 
staff, Holland, Tony, and perhaps two or three others who were along, said that they 
would not go with McGahey any further in consequence of his firing into that houspj 
they said he Avas acting rashly; that they did not go out for any such purpose. 

Question. Did the parties know that they had disbanded ? 

Ansicer. Which parties ? 

13 N 0 
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QitesfioM. The partif38 that they were in pursuit of. 
Answer, I do uot think they did know it. 
Question. They knew that they had joined in the pursuit ? 
Jn8ire)\ I do not know whether they knew it or not. 
(Question, 1 understood you to say that they made it public ? 

Answer. Afterward ; that is, Aaron Biggerstaff, Holland, and the men with McGahey, 
did not deny it the next day. 
Question. They did not deny it ? 
Answet\ No, sir. 

Question. It was known to the men they had pursued, it was known to Sam. Bigger- 
«taif, that these men had accompanied McGahey when his house was fired into ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. About that time of night there was a skip of snow upon the ground, 
and as I understand there were four tracks that led to Sam. BiggerstaflPs bouse ; that is 
the statement, as well as I remember it. When they had got within fifty or sixty yards 
of the house, seeing that the tracks led to the house, McGahey broke away from the 
crowd and -ran up to the house, leaving the others behind him, and burst, the door 
open, or pushed it open, and fired into the house ; that is my understanding of it. The 
men who were with him then disbanded and went home. 

Question. Sam. Biggerstaff was with the party that afterward whipped Aaron Bigger- 
staff? 

Answer. So I understand ; he is accused of it. 

Question. Does it not stand to reason that the offense committed by them in firing 
into his house was more likely to be the cause of the attack upou Aaron Biggerstaff 
than his political sentiments ? 

An8wei\ No, sir ; I think not. If Mr. Sam. Biggerstaff had taken his boys and two or 
three or four neighbors, and gone over there and whipped Aaron Biggerstaff, it would have 
looked like it; but for forty or fifty men to go there, a great proportion of them from 
Cleveland County 

Question. Was a great proportion of them from Cleveland County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give us the names ? 

Ansiver. I cannot give the names. The affidavits of the men at home will show the 
names ; the nalnes can b.e had. 

Question. What was the proportion of those from Cleveland County in that affair? 

Answer. The statement that the judge made to me was, that he was finding out a 
mimber of them from Cleveland County, who were in the Biggerstaff raid, whom he 
knew nothing of before ; that he was finding out a number of them by these confes- 
sions. 

Question. These recent confessions ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir; confessions made the la^t few days, before I left home. The judge 
said he Was finding out the names of some men from Cleveland County who were not 
before known in the case. 

Question. You do not think the firing into the house of one of the parties, and the 
killing of another of the parties, furnished a cause that would have excited the ven- 
geance of these men equal to the i)olitical sentiments of Aaron Biggerstaff'? 

Answer. O, I think that was enough to incite them to do most anything. 

Question. And might not the men from Cleveland County who accompanied them 
have accompanied them because they were personal friendt as well as political friends ? 

Answer. I think not. I do uot think you could rally that many personal friends to 
pursue such a course ; that is my judgment ; that is the Way I look at it, 

Question. Well, I would like to have your judgment in these matters. 

Answer. It is not worth much, but that is my opinion. 

Question. I see that you are all very incredible that any other motive could operate 
except a political one ; that is the great point made by all of you people down there ; 
that it was a political feud, instead of being, as the transaction appears uj)on its face, 
simply a personal matter. I wanted to hear yon testify upon that point distinctly. 
Now I will ask you again, if nearly every transaction of this character, with a few 
noted exceptions, some of which you have mentioned, cannot be traced in some way or 
other to the divisions which grew out of these feuds ? 

^ns?m-. This Biggerstaff difficulty? 

Question. Yes, sir. Whether in almost every instance of these outrages, even down* 
to that of Mr. Justice, who appeared as counsel in one of these cases, they did not grow 
out of or have some connection with this Biggerstaff case ? 

Answer. No, sir, I think not ; because there were men whipped there who did not 
know Biggerstaff, who knew nothing about him more than what they would hear as 
any other citizen of the county would. I believe there were persons whipped there, in 
^ Rutherford, who, perhaps, had never seen Mr. Biggerstaff, and who would not have 
known him if they had met him. 

Question. Give an instance of that kind. 

Answer. I do not know that I could gire an instance ; I judge only from knowing 
hoAV it is in the community. 
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Question. That might very well be, as in the case of Mr. Justice ; it might well have 
been the fact that Mr. Justice did not know any of these parties, but he became in- 
volved in trouble by appearing there and making a rigorous prosecution and using vio- 
lent language, as he himself admits he did. 

Ansicer. I think you are mistaken about his being in the Biggerstaff case. 

Question, He appeared in the second Biggerstaff ease in the examination before the 
commissioner ; in the first case before the judge, and in the examination of witnesses 
before the commissioner; he appeared, and his testimony will show that he appeared, 
as counsel or prosecutor. 

Aimcer. Yes, sir, in the second Biggerstaff case he did, and also in the first Bigger- 
staff case ; but that was before a judge of the State court. I do not exactly remember 
the language of Mr. Justice before the commissioner in the Biggerstaff' case, but the 
• language used by him and the opposite attorney, both of them, was severe. 

Question. Is it not also a fact that, when Mr. Justice was taken out by a lot of these 
men, they said to him, as he himself testified, that if he would tell them where Bigger- 
staff' was they would let him go ? 

Ansicer. That is what he states. 

Question. He states that ? 

Answer. He so stated to me. 

Question. Does not that show that they followed him and pursued him because of his 
connection with Biggerstaff, and that they were willing to let him go if he would 
inform them where tney could find Biggerstaff ? 

Answei\ With a proviso that he himself would not afterward swear against them. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Do you not think they would have taken Justice out just the same if he had 
been a democrat ; do you think his politics had anything to do with their taking him 
out? 

Answer. I think that was all the reason. 

Question. You do not think it was at all because of his connection with the Bigger- 
staff case ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then why did they offer to let him go if he would tell where Biggerstaff 
was? 

Answer: Biggerstaff was the main witness against them ; if Justice would swear not 
to say anything about them, and they could get Biggerstaff and kill him, there would 
be no witness against them. 

Question. What difference did it make to them whether Justice was a democrat or 
republican, if their object was to get Biggerstaff and kill him ? Did it make any 
difference whether they were convicted on the testimony of a democrat or of a repub- 
lican ? 

Answer. It would make no difference, so far as the punishment was concerned. 

Question. Was not that their object only ? 

Answer. I think their object was to keep the thing hid. 

Question. Then, if they succeeded in keeping it hid, what difference did it make to 
them whether Mr. Justice belonged to one political party or another ? 
Answer. I cannot state how they looked at it ? 

Question, You were stating how they did look at it, according to your opinion. 
Answer. My opinion is that it was political. 

Question, You have got that into your head, and you mean to stick to it. 

Answer. I acknowledge that the circumstances force me to hold that opinion, and I 
expect to keep it. I could make a statement in regard to that to sustain my position, 
if you will allow it ^ 
By Mr. Blair; 

Question. Certainly, I think it needs something to sustain it. 

Answer. In the same case — the Biggerstaff case — Mr. Gedney, a democratic lawyer, 
was appointed by ;Mr. Moore to prosecute the case, and he did it. I have not heard of 
a threat against him, or of his being molested in any way. Mr. Justice was also 
appointed for the same purpose, and he was taken out and abused by these parties. 

By Mr. Beck: 

Question. Was Mr. Justice appointed, or did he offer himself to prosecute ? 

Ansivcr. Ho was assigned in the same way that Mr. Gedney was. Mr. Justice was 
assigned by Mr, Wilson, of Eutherfordton, and Mr. Gedney was assigned by Mr. Moore, 
of Cleveland ; there were two cases. Mr, Gedney was a democratic lawyer, but I have 
heard of no threats against him. These things all convince me that it was because of 
his political opinion that the attack was made on Mr. cfustice. 

Question. You stated there were some women whipped. 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they whipped on account of politics ? 



196 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer. I -will state it iu this way: that women were whipped, and when women 
were whipped, in every case with the exception of one, the man at the house voted 
for the republican ticket. 

Qxiesilon. Were the women whipped because they were republicans? 

Anaiver. That I cannot answer^ I can only make the statement that in every 
instance 

Question, You said they were women of low character. 
Ansiver. Some of them were ; others were of good character. 
Question. The most of them were women of low character ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean by women of lovr character ? 
Answer. I mean base women. 

Question. Do you mean strumpets and unchaste women ? 

Ansice7\ Yes, sir ; of course women have been whipped who were not of that char- 
acter. 

Question. You say there were always men whipped at the same time ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have known women whipped when there were no men whipped at 
all. 

Question. I understood you to say that men were whipped at the same time ? 
Answer. I said this, that when women were whipped the men who lived at the place 
were republi<ians. They have whipped one woman where there was no man at all. 
Question. That was a woman of bad character ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And men who were whipped at the same houses were generally of the same 
sort of character ? 
Anmefi'. Sometimes that was the case. 

Question. All the cases, in fact, of which you have spokfen in your testimony, are those 
of which you have heard through other people, and you have given their version of it ? 
Ansicer. No sir; it is my own version of it. 
Question. Were you present ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but I mean in this way : the outrages that were being committed 
werfe being done nearly every week, sometimes twice a week, and perhaps there would 
be several committed in one night ; and it being upon men of one political party, I 
formed my opinion about it. 

Question' I asked you how you got at the facts ; did you know any of the facts except 
from rumor and hearsay ? 

Ansicer. I know this ; I have seen some five or six who had been whipped. I have 
seen their backs. 

Question. Then you got the facts which you know from them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was it their version of it and not your version which you have been tell- 
ing us ? 

Ansicer. Well, I have been telling you my information. 

Question. You have been telling a great many things as facts, and I want the com- 
mittee to know if they are facts which you know ? 

Ansicer. When I commenced telling my understanding was 

Question. You say it was your own version ; now I want to know whose version you 
have given here ? 

Answer. I know it thus far 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) If the witness saw the marks on the backs of the 
persons, he knew that personally. 
Mr. Beck. Yes, he knew that ; but who put them there, he did not know. 
The Witness. I can give the names of some. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. I asked you whether what you say you know does not consist of what was 
said to you by others, and not of what you know personally ? 

Answer. All I know about it is this : That I have seen their backs and heard their 
statements of the matter. And then I have heard a great many witnesses swear in these 
cases. That is where I get my information. 

Question. And the persons who complain of being outraged always deny having done" 
anything wrong ? 

Answer. O, as a matter of course, if they had ever done wrong they would deny it. 
Question. And they always do it ? 
Answer. Always do wrong ? 

QuesiiQn. Always deny that they have done any wrong. 
Answer. I think that Is generally the case. 

Question. And you are satisfied they would deny it, even if they had done wrong ? 
Ansicer. I think that would be natural. 

Question. Do those who come to you generally come to you &s one of the republican 
leaders in the county, and lay their complaints before you ? 
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Ansioer. No, sir ; they have generally gone to some of the lawyers^ to Justice and 
()thers, though they talk to nie, when I meet them, very freely about it. 

Question, They want to have it understood always that they are republicans, and al- 
ways talk to you as such ? 

Anstver. No, sir : they have jfrequently come to me, and polities has not been men- 
tioned. In fact, for the last six or eight weeks, when we have talked to these persons 
who have been abused, politics has not been brought in it at aR. They know we all look 
at it as a political machine, and for that reason I hardly ever think to ask them about 
their politics. At first the question was agitated as to what the politics of the parties 
was. 

Question, Was McGahey arrested ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Was any effort made to arrest him ? 

Answer, I understand that there were four capiases out for him, and that men were 
deputed to watch for him. 

Question, The affidavits of which you have spoken, the confessions of these Ku-Klux, 
are all before the United States commissioner? 

Anstver, No, sir; Judge Logan has them. 

Question, He is judge of a State court ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And your impression is that all who have made confession have admitted 
that they were engaged in perpetrating some of these outrages of which you have 
spoken ? 

Anstver, No, sir, I did not say that ; I said some of them admitted it. 

Question, This paper to which your attention was called by Senator Pool says that 
some of those men were of too high character to be engaged in such things, and you 
said that was a falsehood ? 

Ansiver, That paper lumps them all together. 

Qiiestion. Let me read \rhat it says : It is said that they deny all knowledge of any 
outrages committed, and that they were never concerned in any of them. From the 
character of some of them we are satisfied they are not of the class of people who can 
be justly charged with the commission of crime." 

Answer, I know the paper says that. But it includes all who have made confessions 
in the denial of knowledge and of participation in the commission of crimes, does it not ? 
That is the way I construed it. 

Question. You say some have made confession of being in raids ? 

Ansiver. Some deny having been in any raid at all ; some admit that they have been 
in several. 

Question, What other article in this paper were you asked to look at ? 
Answer. It was one about trials in Mississippi. 
Question, That is not an editorial article at all ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It is a letter from a correspondent at Oxford, Mississippi ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, And is published in the paper without any comment ? 
Answer. I did not see any comment upon it. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You stated that the result or the effect of these transactions was such that 
you believed if there was to be an election there now, or if there had been one a month 
ago, many of these persons would be afraid to vote ? 

Ansiver. I think a great many would be, and a great many who have not been abused 
at all. 

Question. Would you be afraid to vote ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I am not afraid to vote anywhere. 

Question. Why do you suppose that other people would be more afraid than you are 1 
Ansiver. Some others are not located as I am ; and some men are more timid than 
others. 

Question. You assume that you are less timid than other men ? 
Ansiver, Less timid than some. 

Question. You have always voted your political sentiments ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have always expressed your sentiments I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you have never been Interfered with? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. You have about two white republicans to one democrat in your county f 
Answer. I cannot say exactly ; but I do not think there are that many. 
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Question. If you have 800 majority there you must have two to one ? 
Anstcei\ I was speaking of the majority iu 1868, on the convention question. 

By the Chairmax, (Mr. Poland :) 

Question. There seems to be some little confusion in regard to this McGahey and Big- 
gerstaff affair. After this attack had been made on McGahey's house, he got Aaron 
Biggerstaff and others to start out with him in pursuit of the parties ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And when they got near Sam. Biggerstaff 's house, you say McGahey ran 
ahead of the party ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. ; 

Question. And he either opened the door, or broke in the door, and fired a gun into 
the house of Sam. Biggerstaff? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far away from the house, at the time, do you understand the rest of 
the party were ? 

Answer. They seemed to be scattered ; some went inside the lot, and perhaps one or 
two men got on the porch of the house ; but the mos^; of them remained at the gate. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. How far is that from the house ? 

An»ivc7\ I think they give it as fifty or sixty yards, but I wUl not be positive ; it 
might have been a little farther. 

By the Chairman, ( Mr. Poland) : 
Question. Immediately upon McGahey firing into Sam. Biggerstaffs house, did the 
rest of the party remonstrate against it ? 
Answer. That is what they said. 

Question. Is that denied by anybody, or does anybody say that any one had anything 
to do with firing into Sam. Biggerstaffs house except McGahey ? 
Answer. I do not think it is alleged that anybody else fired but McGahey. 

By Mr. Blair: V 
Question. Did you not state just now that there were two guns fired f 
Ansiver. Some said there were two shots fired, and others said only one. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland:) 
Question. Had the rest of the party anything to do with McGaliey's firing into Sam. 
Biggerstafif's house ? 
Answer, I think not ; that is their statement. 

Question. Have you ever heard any evidence or any claim that anybody else in the 
party had anything to do with firing into Sam. BiggerstafPs house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; one or two of them, I do not remember which number, went to the 
porch, and after the firing perhaps they went into the house, after the thing had quieted 
down. 

Question. Do you understand that the rest of the party disapproved of the firing into 
the house, and reprobated it at the time ? 
Ansiver. I think they did, that they disapproved of it. 

Question. And they refused to go any farther with him that night for that reason ? 
Ansicer. That is what they said. 

Question. Do you know where Aaron Biggerstaff was at the time McGahey fired into 
the house of Sam. Biggerstaff? 

Ansiver. My understanding is that he was in the lane. 
Question. How far from the house ? 

Ansiver. Some sixty yards, I think ; it might be more or less. 

Question. As you understand it, this firing into the house was done by McGahey, and 
was done without the approbation of the rest of the party ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the way I understand it. 

Question. And they refused to go any farther with him in consequence of that act of 
his? 

An8we)\ . That is my understanding. ' 
Question. And they then returned to their homes ? 
Answci'. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the second day after that, you say that McGahey went in pursuit of 
De Priest ? I see that Mr. Blair in his questions will have it the next day," but you 
say it was the second day. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it was the second day. 

Question. The second day McGahey went in pursuit of De Priest, called him out of 
the house and shot him f 
Ansivei\ Yes, sir, he did so ; I understand it was the second day after. 
Question. Did you understand that anybody went with him at that time ? 
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Answa'. No, sir. 

Question, Did you ever understand from anybody that Aaron Biggerstaff bad 
thing to do with getting McGabey to shoot De Priest ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I never heard anything more than what was said at the time of the 
attack on him. 

Question. Since that they have got up a sort of rumor of that kind ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir ; tliey use it in that way. I have not heard that it was spoken of 
even frequently at all by De Priest's friends ; but I know he was accused of ha^dng 
something to do with it in some way. 

Question. You do not understand that anybody ever claimed that Aaron Biggerstaff 
went with McGahey when he shot De Priest ? 

Ansicer. He was not with him ; the day De Priest was killed, Aaron Biggerstali was 
at the village. 

Question. At Eutherfordton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; some ten miles from there. 

Question. And McGahey very soon after that left the country ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not know how long he remained in the country after tha,t. 

Question. When was that transaction ? 

Answer. Last February was a year ago, I think. 

Question. And it was a considerable time after that before anything further was 
done? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; it seemed to be calm in our county, unless perhaps down on the 
Spartansburg line. It was rumored that some negroes were whipped down there ; I do 
know whether that was so or not. 

Question. But this attack on Aaron Biggerstaff was almost a year afterward ? 

Answer. Just about a year, I think j not far from a year. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Had there been a great many outrages committed in your county before 
this first attack on Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. State whether the main body of the outrages that have been committed in 
Rutherford were committed before Biggerstaff was attacked ? 

Answer. The most of them were, I think ; there have been several since. 
^ Question. Have you ever heard it alleged that any of those outrages had any connec- 
tion, directly or indirectly, with the Biggerstaff matter ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; I do not think that allegation was ever made. 

Question. Was it ever alleged by anybody of any party ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Is it alleged by anybody in Rutherford, that the attack upon Mr. Justice 
was caused by his taking part with Mr. Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think not. 
Question. Has anybody ever alleged that at aU? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. You say that when Biggerstaff was whipped, among other things they told 
him, one thing they told him was that he was a radical ? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir ; they told him he was a radical. 

Question. You say it has since appeared that this man De Priest, who was killed, was 
a chief of a camp ? 

Answer. I did not see the affidavits, but Judge Logan remarked to me that they went 
to show that this Decatur De Priegt, who was killed by McGahey, was the first chief in 
the county. I asked him if the proof was positive as to that, and he said that it came 
through the confessions of one of them — tlirough a chief ; that is the way the evi- 
dence comes. 

Question. There is still a De Priest who is a chief in that county? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; he knows that fact, and he knows a great many things. 

Questimi. Is the present De Priest a relative of the De Priest that was killed ? 

Answer. He is a cousin. He has not made a full confession. He told me and Judge 
Logan and several others that he had a great deal to tell, but that he was excited 
then ; when he got cool he would tell it all. 

Question. Was not the whole of this Ku-Klux outraging, up to the time that Bigger- 
staff was attacked, viewed in your county as political? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did anybody deny its political aspect ? 

Ansiver. I think the press there and the leaders of the conservative party, or the dem- 
ocratic party, would argue at one time that it was not political. But they do not pre- 
tend to do it now, or at least I have not heard for some time of their doing it. 

Question. They did argue for a while that it was not political ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; but I do not think they pretend to do it now. 

Question. Do you know whether at or about the last term of your superior court in 
Rutherford, some time in March or April 
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Answer, In March. 

Question, Was there aoy threat, or any prediction, from any source, that Rutherford- 
" ton was about to be placed in a w orse condition than it had been, by a visitation of 
• these Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I heard it stated there, as coming from what you might call one of the lead 
ers of tbe party — I can give his name, for I suppose I might as well do so. 
Question. Give it. ' 

Ansioer. It was Major Lee. He did not tell it to mo, but he told it to others ; thai 
Rutherford County would certainly suffer more than any other county in the State, on 
account of its republican majority being so large. 

Question. Was that about the time of your last court ? 

Ansive)'. The last March court. 

Question. Is Sam. Biggerstaff a democrat ? 

Answer. I suppose so ; he votes that ticket ; at least I never saw him vote, but he is 
so regarded by the public. 

Question. You said you had in your possession one of the affidavits that have been 
taken lately ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who made it ? 

Answei'. John B. Harrill. 

Question. Is Mr. Harrill one of the men implicated in the raid on Justice ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; but I suppose he was not in it. 

By :Mr. Bi^im : 
Question. How do you know he was not in it ? 
Answer. From his statement and frora the affidavits of others. 
Mr. Pool. J want this affidavit read and put in evidence. 

[The paper was read, being what purported to be a copy in part of an affidavit.^ 

The Witness. I intended to get the seal of the clerk of the court on this paper, but 
I came away and forgot it. 

Mr. Blair. I object to this paper being incorporated with the testimony, on the 
ground that it does not contain the whole affidavit. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) It seems to me to be the safer way not to take apart 
of an affidavit. 

Mr. Pool. I think so myself ; I supposed it was the original affidavit, and the whole 
of it. ^ 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Did not the parties who outraged Mr. Justice, when they took him out, up- 
braid him for the severe language he had used in the different trials in which he had 
appeared as counsel ; and did they not allege that as the cause of their treatment of 
himf 

Answer. I suppose he used language in different ways ; I suppose they brought that 
to his notice. 

Question. Especially in regard to the Biggerstaff case ? 

Answer. What Justice told me in regard to it is all that I can state ; I thought you 
meant that it was made a personal matter with Justice. The language they complained 
of his using was not made in the Biggerstaff case, but in the Webster case. I believe 
the raid on Justice had something to do with appearing and prosecuting two of them. 
But I do not confine it to the Biggerstaff case ; but it was because he holds the posi- 
tion he does, and the political princii^les he does, and then taking an active stand on 
this thing ; those were all causes of the raid on himr 

Question. In prosecuting these individuals ? 

Ansivct\ Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Pool : 

Question. The language to which the attention of Justice was called, of being in 
favor of hanging leaders, was used in the Webster case ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was not connected with the Biggerstaff case at all? ' 

Answei'. No, sir. My impression is that his conneci^lon with the Biggerstaff case was 
spoken of by those who attacked him that night, and that he was upbraided for his 
connection with it. 

Question. And in the same connection they agreed that if he would tell them where 
Biggerstaff was they would release him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, on condition that he would not swear against any of them. 
Question., That he would not appear against them ? 

Answer. That he would not appear as a witness against them, and be a good fellow 
hereafter. 

Question. And that he would deliver Biggerstaff up to them ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir, certainly. 
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Question. That was in connection with the statement in regard to his having taken 
part with Biggerstaff, or appeared in his behalf on the trial? 

Anstcei'. I do not know that Justice told me that they mentioned to him about 
liis prosecuting for BiggerstalT. They spoke in a general way about his appearing • 
against their party ; that is the way I understood it Irom him. 

Question. You do not understand that the Biggerstaff case was singled out ? 

A imcer. No, sir ; that was not my understanding, though Justipe told mo of the con- 
dition that he could get off, that is," if ho would show thcni where Biggerstaff was. 

Question. How many of these men charged with thus Ku-Kluxing in your county 
have run away in the last two or three weeks ? 

Jnsicei'. I cannot tell you how many have run away. 

Question. How many are keeping out of the way ? 

Answer. From ten to fifteen, perhaps more ; I do not know ; I think perhaps I could 
mention that many. 

Question. You said that this Mr. Shotwell, formerly the editor of a democratic paper 
there, was keeping out of the way in the woods, and that you have heard that he had 
been arrested since ? 

Answer'. That is my understanding. 

Question. Give the'nanies of som^ of the men who are still keeping out of the way. 
Answer. Ladson A. Mills, jr., is one. 
Question. Ho has run away, has he not ? 

Answej'. I heard in Charlotte, as I was coming through, that ho had gone to Missis- 
sippi. * 

Question. Are there any others ? 

Answei\ Ambrose Mills, William Webster, John Goode, McBrayer, a young man by 
the name of Thorn, Gaither Trout, G. W. Trout, James Williams— I will state here that 
I do not know i^ositively that these men are out of the county, but they are keeping 
out of the way. 

Question. None out of the county except young MiUs ? 

Answer. I have heard of others leaving j I have heard of two others who have gone 
to South Carolina ; whether they have gone off* entirely or not I do not know. James 
Edgerton is also keeping out of the way ; Isaac Padgett, Logan Hampton, and a man 
by the name of Long ; I believe these are all I can think of just now. 



Washington, D. C, July 22, 1871. 

JOHN B. .HARRILL sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness is summoned from North Carolina, 
to testify in regard to local matters with which Senator Pool is doubtless more con- 
versant than I am, I will submit the witness to him for examination. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. State where you reside. 
Ansiver. In Rutherford County, North Carolina; 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 

Answer. I have lived ever since I was born in that county, within five miles of 
Eutherfordton. 

Question. What is your age ? 

Answet\ I am going on twenty-three years ; I shall be twenty-three the 25th day of 
next December. 

Question. What i)olitical party have you been acting with ? 

Answer. I belonged to what they call the Invisible Empire of America. 

Question. Do you belong to the republican or the democratic party ? 

Answer. The democratic party. That is the way I voted at the last election. 

Question. State whatever you may know in regard to the preservation of law and 
order, the safety of life and property, in the county of Rutherford for the last year. 
Has the county been orderly ? Have there been any outbreaks of any sort ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there has been right smart of outbreaks within the last five or six: 
months in that county. 

Question. Of what character ? 

Ansiver. People being whipped 6ut — breaking down their doors, and taking them 
out of their houses aud whipping them. 

Question. What sort of i^eople principally — colored or white I 
Answer. Some of both. 

Question. Have these things been done principally by men m disguise f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
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Question. By bands of men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said you were a member of the Invisible Empire of America ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the business of that order ? What connection has it with these 
outrages, if any ? 

Answer. That was the name that we called ourselves — what people call the Ku-Klux. 
What they called themselves is the Invisible Empire of America. 
(Jwesiion. You say you were a member of it. When did you join it ? 
Answer. The first Sunday in February, 
Question. How came you to join it ? 

Answer. There was a man got at me to join it; he asked me if I liked this and that 
and the other, and got me to join. 
Question. Who was that man ? 
Ansive^\ Richard Martin. 
Question. Wliat did he tell you ? 

Answer. Ho told me there was no harm in it ; that it was to see how strong the con- 
servative party was, so that they could carry their points ; and he said there was 
nothing to be done That was whp^t I thought until after I got into it. When I gov 
into it, I found there was something else. 

Question. Was he a democrat ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A mau'of propertj^ in that county ? • 
Answer. He lives in Cleveland County ; he is a young man about twenty-five years 
old ; he lives with his father. 

Question. Is his father a man of standing and influence in Cleveland County % 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he is. 
Question. A man of wealth ? 

Answer. Well, he is about as well doing a man as any there are in that country there. 

Question. How far do you live from the Cleveland line ? 

Answer. About eight or nine miles. 

Qiiestion. Did he tell you where you should go to join ? 

Ansicer. He swore me in himself. 

Question. Right there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j one Sunday, at preaching. 

Question. Without going to a camp ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Did he give you the signs and pass-words ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever attend a meeting ot the camp afterward ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was the first meeting you attended? 

Amwer. It was close to the Burnt Chimneys ; the place was not named at all partic- 
ularly. 

Question. How long after you were sworn in before you attended a meeting ? 

Answer. Well, it was not long. A man by the name of Jesse De Priest was the chief. 
After he found out I was in, he had a meeting ; I did not know anything about it, and 
I went to his meeting. 

Question. Did he notify you there vould be a meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you attended ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was De Priest present at that meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. He is the chief. 
Question. Did he preside over the meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many men were there ? 

Answer. Six or eight men ; there was but a few that night. 

Question. Was anything done that night ? Did you have any discussion about any- 
thing ? Were any propositions made ? ' 

Ansive)\ I do not recollect ; I do not think there was anything said about doing any- 
thing that night. It was a new thing round there, anyhow, then. 

Question. Were any members initiated that night? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there were two or. three initiated that night. 

Question. Who administered the obligation to them? 

Answer. Jesse De Priest. 

Question. Did he give them the signs and pass- words? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the obligation the same that had been administered to you? , 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the same thing. 
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Question, Were tlie signs and pass- words tlie same that had been communicated to 
you? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You attended meetings of camps afterward ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you see persons initiated afterward ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I saw a good many initiated. 
Question, Were the obligations and signs the same ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I reckon I saw as many as fifty, or maybe one hundred, initiated. 
Question. What was the purport of the obligation administered to you ? 
Ansiver. Tho oath ? 
Question, Yes, sir. 

Answer, Well, it denounced the radical party, and all such as that ; it was to put up 
the conservative party, and break down the radical party. 

Question, Was anything said about the means by which that was to be accom- 
plished ? 

Answo', Well, if they could not do it in one way they would do it in another. If 
they could not do it by whipping about, they were going to kill some of the leading 
men. 

Question. Was there an obligation that bound you to secrecy ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; if we divulged anything it was death. 
Question. Death how ? 

Answer, By the hands of a brother — death , death, death, at the hands of a brother." 
That is the last of the oath. 

Question. Was there anything in the obligation about obeying your officers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we were sworn to obey all orders given from our chiefs in all re- 
spects. 

Question, Do you remember the oath well enough to repeat it ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I do not know all of it. I never had anything to do with swearing 
in, and I never paid any attention to the oath particularly. 
Question. You mean eixeept the substance of it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Can. you repeat any j)art of it? 

Answeii\ When they commence it they say : " I do solemnly swear in the presence of. 
the great high and immaculate God of heaven and earth — I do with my own free ^vill 
and accord take upon myself the following obligations." I don't know the next verse. 

Question. Is there any other part that you can repeat ? 

Ansicer. In the oath we were bound to protect widows and their households, and 
orphans. If I had been a mind to I could have got that oath ; but I never thought of 
the oath nor anything that way. 

Question. Is the form of the oath printed or written? 

Ansiver. They are generally written. 

Question. Was any explanation or lecture given to you explaining the oath ? 
Answe7\ There was not very much ; he talked sometimes. 
Question. ^Vhat did he say was the object of the concern ? 

Answer. To denounce the radical party ; if we could not do it in one way, to do it La 
another. 

Question. How many camps were there in your county ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you ; there were a good many, of them. 
Question. Did you call them camps ? : 
Ansiver. We called them dens. 

Question. What was the highest officer in your county called ? 

Answer. The grand chief of the county. 

Question. What was the next officer in command caUed ? 

Answer. They then just dropped down to a common chief in our county. 

Question. A chief of a camp ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any officer above the chief of the county ; any officer of the dis- 
trict ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir j they said that Durham and McAfee were tho grand chiefe and 
cycloids. Plato Durham, and, I think, McAfee were the cyclops, as I understood. 
Question. What did Durham have to do with it ? 

Answei\ I think he was tho chief of Cleveland County, and McAfee was the grand 
Cyclops of the district, I think. 

Question. Did you have a chief for the State ? * i 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a man at Charlotte ; I have forgotten his name. 
Question. Jones? - ' ^ 

-Ansicer. Yes, sir; Jones was his name. 
Question. Was he said to be chief in the State ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 
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Question, Hamilton Jones ? 

Amiver. Yes, sir ; Ham Jones, I believe, they called him. 

Question. Was there any officer nnder your county chief^second in command to him ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not under the county chief. 

Question, He had command of the den ? . , 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How many dens were there in your county ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you exactly, there were so many of them. ^ 

Question, Do you know any other chiefs in your county besides those you named ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; MadisonMcBrayer was one; then there were Elias Hambrick, John 
Witherow, William Webster, and Mac Deck. I have heard that Bill Edgington is 
another. 

Question, Did you have a general chief of the county over the others ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, I believe you said he was called the cyclops ? 
Answer. No ; the grand chief we call him. 
Question, Who was he ? 
• Answer. Randolph Shotwell. 
Question. Was he the editor of the Rutherford Star? 

Anstcer. The Rutherford Vindicator was the paper he had some connection with. 
Question, Where is he now 
Ans^ver, He is in jail. 
Question, At Rutherfordton 1 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say he was the grand chief of the county ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. • 

Question, Did you meet in disguise in these dens ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you disguise yourselves ? 

Answer. We just disguised ourselves on the head ; some had gowns, and a heap of 
them did not, but just a disguise for their heads. 

Question. You put your disguise on before the den met? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
. ^wes^ion. You did not go into the den without disguise? 

Answer. Some did ; some did not. 

Question, What did you do with your disguises in the day-time ? 

Anstver, We kept them hid. 

Question, How many belonged to your den ? 

Ansicer, I believe about thirty-five, between twenty-five and thirty-five ; somewhere 
along there. 

Question. Did you go there armed ? 

Ansiuer. Sometimes. Those that had arms took them ; they generally had repeaters. 
Question. Were yon ever at one of these meetings when it was decided upon to go 
on a raid? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. State the particulars of the first case when there was a raid proposed? 
Answer, There was a raid proposed — I never was on but two—to go on an old negro's 
place, over about four miles from where I live, and give him a little brushing out. 
Question. Who proposed it ? 

Ansicer. The crowd. I don't know which of them now j some one of the den proposed 
it. I believe it was George Dogwood, as we called him. 
Question. Was the proposition discussed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was just talked. We had not had a den long where we lived. 
A parcel just went themselves that night. 
Question. Were they members of your den? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; of course. 
Question. Did they go disguised? 
Answer. Yes, sir.. 

Question. What aid they want to go after that negro for ? 

Answci'. They said -he had been running after some white women over there. 

Question. Did you go with them ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you do ? 

Ansiuer, They gave him about twenty-five lashes. 

Question. Did you find him at his house? 

Answer. Yes, sir. . 

Question. Ho^ did you get him out? 

Answer. They just took him out; pulled down the door, I believe, and took him 
•out about twenty-five or fifty yards from his house. 
Question, Did you strip him I 
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Anstcer, He was already stripped ; he had on his shirt. 
Question. Did you take that off? 
Ansiver, No, sir. \ 
Question. What did they whip him with? 

Ansicer. They whipped him with switches : they did not hurt him had. 

Question. Was anything else done that night ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; nothing else was done that night. 

Question. What time of the year was that? 

Ansiver. It was in April, I believe — March or April. 

Question. State any other meeting at which you were present ? 

Ansicer. They went hack on him the Thursday night afterward and gave him about 
twenty-five more. 

Question. How came you to go back a second time ? 

Ansicer. They heard of him talking of swearing to some men that were not there, 
and they went back and gave him his orders, and gave him another little brushing out. 
Question. What sort of orders did you give him ? 

Avsw€7\ Orders never to swear to any men ; that if he did they would kill him ; and 
I believe some of them told him that if he went to the election it would be death ; or 
something that way. 

Question, Was there any obligation in your den that you were to help each other or 
stand by each other ? 

An8icei\ O, yes, sir; we were to swear for them, to help them in distress, and every- 
thing that w^ay. We were to assist a brother in distress. 

Question. Do you mean that you were to swear falsely in court for them ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. To get them clear ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there anything in the obligation in regard to releasing them from 
prison when confined there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was talked of. 

Question. State any other meetings that you had when there was anything done. 
Answ€fi\ That was all the meeting I was ever at. I was on one raid afterward. 
About three weeks after that I went with another den to another darky's house. 
Question. Whose den was that ? 
Answer. Webster's den. 

Question. Was the proposition made to go after that negro? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They sent our den word for some of us to go. They wanted dens 
from other settlements to go to the settlement where it was to be done ; to change the 
thing, so that they would not know them. 

Question. So that the men engaged in the raid would not be known ? 

Anstvei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You went from your den ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you go of your own accord, or were you sent ? 

Answer. We were ordered to go from the den. They sent for me to come — that crowd 
did down there. 
Question. Did you meet them ? ' 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were present? 
Answer. About thirty-five. 

Question. Was anybody that belonged outside of your county in that meeting ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; not that I know of; I don't think there was. 
Question. What did you do on that raid ? 

Answer. They went to a negro girl's house, and gave her about fifteen or twenty 
lashes for fighting with a white man. 
Question. What else ? 

Answe?\ They took the old man out about a hundred yards from the house and told 
him to run for his life, and then commenced shooting after him to scare him. That 
was all that was done. 

Question. Did the old man have his clothes on ? 

Ansiver. Ho had his drawers and shirt on. 

Question. Were you ever on any other raids ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they were all the raids I was ever on. I knew when the town raid 
was going to be made. 

Questimi. State how you knew it, and who proposed it ? 

Ansiver. I went to town the Friday before, and Shotwell took me in a room and told 
me all about it. I heard it as I was going to town. There was a young man coming 
over from Webster's to Shotwell to get orders how to do, where to meet them, and all 
about it. 

Question. He told you about it before you got to town ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. ^*-, ^ 

Question. When you got to town, where did Shotwell take you? 

Ansiver. Into one end of John May's store. 

Question. Was anybody present besides you and him ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. What did he tell you? 

Anstv€i\ He told me that they were going to make a raid on the town on Sunday 
night, and he told me he wanted me to go. 

Question. What did he say was going to be done ? 

Answer. He said they were going to take Jim Justice out and kill him, and burst up 
the Star office and kill old Big^erstaff. 

Question. What were they going to do that for ? 

Answer. Well, it was i)olitical. I don't know what it was done for. I reckon because 
they hated Jim Justice. 

Question. Do you know whether that had been decided on in camp — ^whether any 
den had decided about it ? 

Answefi\ I don't know, sir ; I guess they had ; I guess Bill Webster was as much to 
blame as Doctor Shotwell was. 

Question. Were you in that raid ? 

Answe)\ No, sir ; I was not in it. 

Question. Vihj did you not go ? 

Answer. I did not want to go, and I told my daddy about it just about an hour before 
I was going ; he said he would do anything to me before he would have me go into such 
an arrangement as that. My father belonged to it. 

Question. How old a man is your father ? 

Ansicer. About forty-seven years old. 

Question. He told you you must not go ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and he tried to pursuade Gaith Trout to not go. He was against 
any raiding that ever was to be done. He got into it, and after he got into it he said 
that if they ever had any raiding or whipping to do he was done with it. 

Question. Did Trout go on that raid ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give us the names of some who were on that raid ? 

Answer. I can tell you a heap that have told since then that they were on the raid. 
Question. You may state anything that has been told to you since, if you believe it 
to be true. 
Ansiver. Washington Trout was on it. 
Question. State everything he told you about it. 

Ansiver. He just told me the next day that he was on it, and told me what they had 
done. He said he was one of the ones that kept them from killing Jim Justice. 
Question. What else did he say to you about it ? 
Answa\ He did not talk to me much about it. 
Question. Did you hear others talk about it ? 

Answer. T have since that heard two of my cousins, two of the Fortune boys, who 
were along on the raid,. talk about it. 
Question. What did they say about it ? 

Answer. They did not say much about it, only that they were along on the raid. 
They said some of them had taken Justice out about half a mile from town. 

Question. How many camps or dens were engaged in that raid ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you hardly. They said there were about forty or fifty men 
along from South Carolina that night. I knew that Webster had gone to South Caro- 
lina to get men to go to town. 

Question. Webster was chief of a den ? 

Answeii\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And they said that there were forty or fifty South Carolina men along ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give us some of their names, if you know them. 

Answej\ They said there were three of the Kemp boys along — ^three of Solomon 
Kemp's sons; I don't "know their given names. They were from South Carolina, close 
to Limestone Springs. 

Question. State anything you have heard in regard to that matter from anybody. 

Answer. I have heard it talked that they were going to take Jim Justice, and George 
Logan, and Beatty Carpenter, if they could get a chance to do it. 

Question. Did you ever hear that talk in camp ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of the men were against that, but whenever the orders came 
from the chief they had to obey. 

Question, When a proposition was made in camp to do anything, was it put to a vote? 

Answer. In a general meeting it was, where they were organized right. No, sir, I am 
wrong, it was not put to vote ; there was a committee appointed and they decided 
upoTi it. • 
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Question, Did they report to the camp ? 

Aimver. Well, it was done right in the eamp of a night, publicly, before all the men. 

Question. Did you ever receive any orders to go anywhere on a raid ? 
. Anm^er. No, sir, I never did ; only what Shot well told me that day. 

Question. Did you ever receive any orders to go on any other raid than that town 
raid ? 

Answei\ Only just to go down to the Webster den. 

Question. Who were the leading men in this thing in your county, the men of most 
influence ? 

Anstver. Shotwell and Webster. Webster is a mighty bad fellow, too. 

Question. Were there any republicans belonging to your den ? 

Answer. W-ell, there were some that had been voting that way, a good many. 

Question. Did they vote the republican ticket after they belonged to the den? 

Answer. There has not been any voting done since I went into it. I guess, in fact I 
know that they would vote for the conservative men. A great many men are scared 
into it. 

Question, Suppose that a man belonging to the den were to vote the repablican 
ticket? 

A^nsiver. I don't know what they would do with him. 
Question, Would it be against the rules of your den ? 
Ansxcer, Of course it is. 

Question, Were there any colored men in your den ? 
Answer, None in our den. 
Question. Were there any in any other den ? 
Anmver. Not that I know of. 

Question, Did you ever know a democrat in your county to be attacked by these men ? 
Answer. Well, I never did. They whipped one party one night over there toward 
Polk County — close to Polk County. 
Question. What for? 

Answer, He had been telling something. 
Question. Telling the secrets ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; or they thought he had. Then they whipped Downey the night 
they went to town. 
Question. What for? 

Answer, They thought he had been .telling something. 

Question, Do you know of any operations during your last superior court ? 

Answer, I heard there were a great many men sworn in ; I don't know it to. be so ; a 
party told me* so. 

Question. Do you mean that members of your camp told you ? 

Anstver, Yes, sir ; that a great many men were sworn in at the superior court. 

Question, It has been stated in evidence that some operation was noticed as going on 
during court week. Was there any change in your oath, or anything of that sort, at 
that time ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; if there was I did not know it. 

Question. Who were active in swearing in men at that time? 

Answer, Some said Durham was, and there was a man fi?om Gaston, down there, an 
Irishman ; they said he swore in some. / 
Qusstion, What was his name ? 
Answer, Gatons. 

Question. What was his business ? 
Answer, He was peddling. 

Question. They said that Mr. Durham helped to swear in men ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; that is what they said. 
Question. Do you suppose that it is true? 
Ansiver, I expect it is so. 
Question, Why? 

Answer, I thought all the time that he belonged to the order, and he talked to me 
one day about it, and I know he belongs to it. 
Question. What did he say to you ? 

Ansicer, He told mo that this radical party had to be put down in some way or 
another, and said that if they could not do it one way they "would have to do it 
another. 

Question. Did he say anything to you about this Invisible Empire ? 
Answer, We were talking about the party. He knew I was. in, and I had been told 
he was, I gave him a sign and he gave it back to me. 
Question. He answered your sign ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not mean to say that he advised any raids, or anything of that sort? 

Anstver. No, sir. He lives in Cleveland, and I live in Kutherlbrd. He said that 
Beatty Carpenter, George Logan, and them fellows, must bo killed if they did not 
stop their taking up men and doing the way they were doing. 
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Question. How had they been taking up men ? 

Ansivcr. They were the leading men of Rutlierford ; they were taking np men that 
had been sworn to. 
Question. You mean there had been arrests by United States commissioners I 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. They were attending to those trials ? 
Ansive)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it during court week that Durham said this ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I met him on the road, I was going to Shelby. 
Question. How long ago ? 
Anstver. It was in court-week. 
Question, Last spring? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You met him on the road? ' 
Ansivei\ Yes, sir. He was going up to court. 
Question. That was before ho got to court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You mentioned Mr. MeAfee^s name just now. Was he at court! 
Answer No, sir ; I don't think he was ; if he was I did not know it. 
Question. Did you over talk to any other man from Cleveland about this matter? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; I have talked to a great many about it. I have talked to Mr. 
Elliot. ' He is an uncle of my father. Ho is a chief in Cleveland. 
Qwes^fow. What did he say? 

Ansiver. He talked to me a good deal ; but I cannot tell all he did say. 
Question. Tell all you recollect. 

Anstver. He told me they would help us out in Rutherford any time they were 
called for to do anything ; and he told me that McAfee was the cyclops, and Durham 
was the grand chief of the county. 

Question. Is Mr. McAfee a member of the legislature from your county ? 

Answe)\ He haS been ; he may-be now. 

Question. What else did Mr. Elliot tell you about the organization in that county ? 
Did he tell you anything about any raids that there had been ? 

Ansiver. No ; I don't believe he did. Mr. Cabaniss told me about being on a raid on 
a negro one night, and told me about the negro being hit on the back of the head with 
a musket, and being stunned for a while. They burned his books that night. He had 
a great many books. He had a good education, they said. 

Question. The negro ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They burned up the negro's books? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do to him ? 

Answer. He got away from them ; they would have killed him if they could have 
got him ; they allowed to do it afterwards. 
Question. Did they get him afterwards ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not unless they have done it since I left. 
Question. Did you learn how many camps there were in Cleveland County ? 
Answer. A great many. 

Question. Have you heard of many outrages in Cleveland ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard of a great many, but I don't recollect now who told 
me about them ? 

Question. What sort of outrages ? 
Answer. 1 have heard of some men being killed. 
Question. Have you heard of any being whipped ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; of a great many being whipped. 
Question. Within what time ? 

Anstver. There has not been so powerful much done within the last four or five 
months. They have been going on there for the last three years. 
Question. What is the sign of recognition ? How is it given ? 

Answer. The sign by which you recognize anybody is this : [witness touches hisTiead 
above the right ear with the right hand.] If the other man is one he will return it in 
this way: [witness, with the left hand, touches his head above the left ear.] 

Question. Have you any other sign of recognition ? 

Ansive)'. Yes, sir ; they will say to one, " Have you a pin ?" and he will look at his 
coat collar in this way, [witness touches the right lapel of his coat with his right hand,] 
and the other party will return it with his leffc hand. Another sign is this: [witness 
puts the fingers of his right hand in the right pocket of his pantaloons, the thumb 
being outside.] The other will return the same sign with his left hand. 

Question. Can you repeat any of the pass- words? 

Ansiver. When a man is in distress he will say, "Avalanche." At night the sign if 
they meet anybody is to say, " I s,a,y and the other will answer, "N,o,t,h,i,n,g." 
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Question. How many men do you suppose belong to this organization in Rutherford 
County? 

Answer. I guess about three hundred in that county. I expect there are six or eight 
hundred in Cleveland. 

Question. Have you any idea how many there are in the whole State ; has anybody 
ever told you ? 

Ansicer. I don't recollect whether they have ever told me or not. I have heard there 
was about eight million in the United States. 
Question. Was there any other pass-word? 
Ansxcer. I don't know as there was. 
Question. Do you know where these men got their arms ? 

Anmer. They just bought them from the stores, just wherever they could get them. 
I heard that Smith Wood's den — that is, I believe, in the upper edge of Cleveland, 
adjoining Rutherford, on Broad River — had sent off to New York for one hundred six- 
teen-shooters. 

Question. Have you ever received any arms in that county from South Carolina! 
Ansiver, No, sir; if we have I did not know it. 

Question. Do you know anything about where those South Carolina men got their 
arms? 

Answer. No, sir, I don't ; I heard some men say that they had taken some from the 
Government at some place there in South Carolina ; that they had captured some arms 
out of the depot one night. 

Question. Do you know anything about the turning loose of those prisoners at Marion, 
a week or two ago ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. I have heard from the other boys something about it; I 
don't know it of my own knowledge. 
Question. WTiat did the boys tell you about it ? 

Answer. The Whiteside boys went along ; and they said, I believe, that Jonathan 
^Vhiteside found two horses, and that Dr. Com Edgington let some of them have his 
repeater. 

Question. How came they to turn those men out of jail? 
Ansiver. Because they belonged to the order. 
Question. Was it decided upon in camp ? 

Ansicer. I guess it was ; I don't know it of my own knowledge ; I have heard so. 
Question. Marion is in McDowell County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they rode twenty-two miles and back that night. 

Question. How many men do you suppose have been whipped in Rutherford County 
within the last five or six months ? 

Answer. Well, I don't know ; there has been a right smart little pile of them — I don't 
know exactly how many. 

Qimtion. Can you not guess at it ? 

Answer. There has been from five to twenty-five — along there somewhere — may be 
five to thirty. 

Question. Whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there has been no person killed by the party, as I know of, in our 
county. 

Question. Do you know anything about the McGahey matter? 

Aiisicei'. I have heard something about it. One of my cousins told me the other day 
that they had him in jail, and that he got out, and he told what he knew about it; 
and then I heard all they told about it. He was in it. 

Question. Was he concerned in the McGahey raid? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he was in the first raid that was ever made in the county. 
Question, What did he say about it ? 

Answer. He said they went along and went to McGahey's; what they did he didn't 
say. They did, I guess, what they were accused of— -whipped the woman. Young 
DePriest, that McGahey killed, was along that night. 

Question. Were they members of this Invisible Empire? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about the White Brotherhood? 

Answer. Well, it is all the same thing. 

Question. They are generally known as Ku-Klux? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; they are generally called by the name of Ku-Klux. The name 
"Invisible Empire" was so that when they swore in court they could swear that they 
never belonged to the Ku-Klux ; that they never knew a Ku-Klux, or anything in that, 
way. That was what they were called the Invisible Empire for. 

Queslion. How many men belonging to this organization have been arrested in your 
county Vy United States authority ? 

Answer. I expect there are from fifty to one hundred. 

Question. Have any of them confessed ? 

Answer, About seventy-five, I guess, have confessed. 
14 N C 
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Question, Do you mean they have made confessions to the officers? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Have their confessions been taken down in writing? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have yon made any confession to the officers ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Before the judge? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it taken down in writing? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why have those seventy-five men made a confession? 

Answei'. Because they wanted to get out of it and quit it, I reckon. 

Question. Did they become frightened at the operations of the Government in having 
them indicted, arrested, and prosecuted ? 

Answer. Well, I expect they did ; I cannot tell. But they wanted to come out of it. 
I heard a heap of men say that they would give anything in the world to be out of it, 
two days after they went into it. I heard that before anything was done about 
Rutherfordton. 

Question. Was that because they did not like the oath that was administered to them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir — and the way they were doing — whipping men and so on. 
Question. Have there been any school-houses burned in your county ? 
Answer. I do not recollect hearing of any school-house being burned. I heard of a 
negro meeting-house being burned. 
Question. Who did that ? 

Answer. I don't know who did ; it was done before I got into it. 
Question. These men in your county who have not been arrested — are they afraid of 
being arrested now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, a good many of them have run away. 

Question. Have any of the prominent men^ men of standing and property, run away ? 
Answer. Well, the boys have. Tom Edgingtoii is gone ; it is so stated. 
Question. What did he run away for ? 

Answer. He belonged to it ; and it was about aiding and assisting in the Mariou 
raid. 

Question. Who else has run away ? 

Answer. Gaither Trout and Washington Trout. They were on the town raid ; and I 
think that was what made them run away. Madison McBrayer has run away, and 
Richard Martin, of Cleveland County, has gone, they say. Richard Martin was the 
man that swore me in. 

Question. What sort of a man is he ? 

Answer. A man who is very weU thought of in Cleveland. His father is a well 
thought of man in that county. 

Question. What was Richard Martin accused of? 

Ansiver. A darkey ran away from Cleveland County, and came up there and swore . 
that Martin helped whip him. I don't know that he is accused of anything else. Three 
of the Hunts have ran away. Amos Owens is lying out or has run away. 

Question. Are all these members of the order ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they are said to be. 

Question. You spoke of men " lying out ; " you mean to say that some are concealing 
themselves in the woods ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are there many in the woods now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a good many. * 
Question. Are investigations still going on before the judge ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are there United States troops there ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. ^ * 

Question. What has become of those men who were turned out of jail in Marion ^ 
Answer. I cannot tell you. They said they were keeping up close to home a week 
or two weeks ago. 

Question. Were they Rutherford men? 

Answer. No, sir ; they were from Polk or Henderson. I think they were from the 
northern edge of Henderson. 

Question. Do you know where they are now ? 
Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question. These men whom you spoke of as having run away — where have they gone? 
Have they left the county ? 

Anstcer. Some of them have left the State — a heap of them. I have heard some say 
they had gone to England ; I heard two or three of their people say since they started 
that they said they were going to England. I do not know whether it is so or not; 
I do not believe it is. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



211 



Question, Have any of them run to South Carolina? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, some of them I think have gone to South Carolina. 

Question, State what was the ohject of this organization ? What was it gotten up for ? 
What were its members trying to do ? 

Answer. They were trying to put down one party and raise up another. That was 
the whole object of it, I think— political. That is the way I understood it when I 
belonged to it anyhow. 

Question, Do the negroes there seem to be afraid of it ? 

Anstvcr, Yes, sir, they did. 

Question, Were any white people afraid of it ? 

Answer, Well, some men were. Pretty nigh all the men around us were into it. 
Question, You mean white men ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; all the white men. 

Question, Have you found any democrats in that county afraid of being troubled 
by it? 

Anstvcr, Mighty few ; not any that I know of. 

Question, It was the republicans, then, who were afraid of it 1 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. Some mighty innocent, good men got their orders that if they did 
not keep their mOuths shut, and hush talking, they would get their backs slashed. An 
uncle of mine, or rather my father^s own uncle — a preacher right close to me — got his 
orders like that. 

Question, To keep his mouth shut about what ? 

Ansiver. About politics, and to stop talking against the Ku-Klux. They would not 
allow any man to talk about themj if he did he was in danger of getting a whipping 
or, may be, being killed. 

Question, You spoke of Mr. Downey having been whipped by them -because, as they 
said, he had told on them. Was Downey ever on any raid 1 

Answer. I don't think Downey was on any raid ; I lived within a mile and a half of 
him ; I don't think he was. 

Question. You were never on a raid with him? 

Answer, No, sir ; I don't think so. I have been in meeting witb him. 
Question, You spoke of De Priest, your chief. Has he made a confession ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; De Priest was in the meeting the night McGahey was whipped. 
Question, Do you know who it was made that raid on Mr. Biggerstaff ? 
Ansiver. Well, it was all done in Cleveland. 
Question. The men came from Cleveland County ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they make the raid upon him for ? » 

Ansiver. I cannot tell. I reckon he was a man that talked mighty free and said what 
he pleased. I think they went after hini to make him hush his tiiiking. Ho was talk- 
ing about the McGahey raid and trying to uphold McGahey in the suit McGahey was in. . 

Question. A civil suit for damages ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say the mam body of the men who attacked Biggerstaff came from 
Cleveland? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was not more than one man — Amos Owens — who was from 
aro«nd Biggerstalf 's own neighborhood. Biggerstaff has sworn to all the men in the 
settlement, but he is mistaken. 

Question, You were not on the raid yourself? 

Answer. No, sir, I was not. 

Question, You mean that so far as you have learned he was mistaken in regard to 
most of the Rutherford men that he swore to ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Some of the men that were along that night told me that the party 
was from Cleveland. 

Question. How came the Cleveland crowd to go over there after him ? 

Answer. It was just done from one settlement to another. They did not do their 
whipping in their own settlements. For instance, if there was anything to be done in 
my settlement, I was not to do it, nor any of my crowd j we would send off to another 
den to come and do it. 

Question, What was the pbject of that? 

Answer. To keep them from knowing who did it. 

Question. You think that the Rutherford people sent over to Cleveland for a Cleve- 
land den to come up and whip Biggerstaff? 

Answer, I think that Amos Owens went down there ; there was a great many of 
that settlement who did not know anything about it. I think Amos Owens was the 
main cause of the Cleveland crowd coming. I heard it talked of a month beforehand. 
I was wagoning through Cleveland, and I heard of it. 

Question. You heard over there, a month beforehand, that they was coming aftci 
Biggerstaff? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think some of them said they were to give hinl five hundred 
lashes, and if that didn't kill him they were going to come back on him. 
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Question, Do you know whether there are any members of this organization in 
McDowell County? 
Answer, I do not. 

Question. Do you know anything about Lincoln and Gaston ? 

Answer. I have heard that a man by the name of Shank, down there, belonged to it. 
Ho is some sort of an officer. 
Question. What is his first name ? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. What is his business ? 
Answer. A lawyer, I think. 

Question. Is there more than one lawyer in that section of country named Shank? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Are there men of some age who belong to this organization and do not go 
out on raids ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; there are some. 
Question. Do they attend the meetings of the dens ? 
Answer. Some of them do and some don't. Most of them don't. 
Question. You mean men of age and character in the county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; as good men as we have, . * 

Question. Men of property ? 

Answer, Well, about as wealthy as any in the country. It is a poor country anyhow, 
lieople are generally poor there. 
Question. Name some of them. 
Answer, Jimmy Goode belongs to it. 
Question, Has he a son ? 
» Answer, No, sir ; he has no son. 
Question, Who else ? 

Answer. Old Jimmy Young belongs to it. 

Question, Do any professional men belong to it — lawyers or doctors ? 
Answer. I do not know of any around there. Tom Moore belongs to it. He is a man 
about fifty years old. 

Question. Have you ever been over in South Carolina and seen members of the 
organization there ? 

Answei\ I have been down there right smart ; but never on any meeting or raid. 

Question, Did you not meet members of the Klan over there ? 

Answer. I met some once in a while. 

Question. How did you know them when you met them ? 

Answer. They would give me a sign, or I would, give them one. 

Question, Did you then talk about the order ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; sometimes I would. 

Question. Did they tell you about their operations over there ? 

Answer. I never talked with a great many that did. As a general thing, when any- 
thing had been done they didn't talk much about it ; they just let it die out as much 
as possible. 

Question, Thej did not talk among themselves about their operations ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not powerful much ; they wanted it to die out as quick as possible. 
When there was anything real bad, they did not want it to get out of the crowd that 
did it, for fear some man might divulge. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. Wlien did you join this gang ? 
Answer. About the first Sunday in last February. 

Question. Do you think that was the first of it in the county of Rutherford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. What has been done in our settlement there has been done in the 
last five months. The McGahey raid was over a year ago. But the first I knew any- 
thing about this society was the first Sunday in February. 

Question. You think that was about the beginning of the organization in your 
county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; where I was ; but I know there have been men in the county 
belonging to it long before. 

Qu^tlon. Was there anything in the oath which you took requiring you to do any 
unlawful acts ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, The oath, so far as you repeated it, pledged you to stand by each other ; 
to i)rotect 

Answer, To protect the conservative party, and denounce the radical party. 
Question. Was that in the oath itself ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 
Question, In what way ? 

Answer. It did not say what way. It just said to denounce the radical party. 
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Question, And to protect the conservative party ? 
Answer, I cannot tell just exactly the oath. 

Question. Was there anything in the oath that required you to violate any law, to 
whip anybody, or kill anybody ? ^ 
Answer. No, sir ; that was not in the oath. 

Question. There was nothing in the obligation itself that required you or pledged you 
to stand by the violation of any law ? 
Answer. Well, we were sworn to stand up to a party in distress. 
Question. Beyond that, you recollect nothing else in the oath ? 

Answer. And if we should divulge or tell any signs or pass-words it was to be death. 

Question. Was there any other matter pertaining to the secrecy of the organization ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. The oath said that if we told anything that was done, said, or ' 
passed, it should be death. 

Question. At .the meeting where you were sworn in there were no arrangements for 
any raid, and you had no suspicion, from anything that took place, that such a thing 
was contemplated ? 

Answer. No, sir j I did not know that there was going to be any raid. There was no 
talk of any that night. 

Question. You were on only two raids ? 
Ansicer. Three. 

Question. One was when a negro was whipped for being too intimate with some white 
women ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Another occasion was when a negro woman was whipped for fighting a 
white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the other occasion ? 

Answer. When we went back on the same negro on another night. 
Question. The negro man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we went back on him because he had talked of swearing to men 
that were not there. 

Question. The McGahey case, out of which this fuss grew, had occurred long before 
you were a member of the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A good deal of bad blood had been gotten up by McGahey killing somebody ? 
What was his name ? 
Answer. De Priest. , 
Question. And they had shot into Sam BiggerstafPs house when Aaron was about ? 
Answer. Sam was not on the McGahey raid. 
Question. Had they not shot into Sam's house T 
Answer. McGahey did, after his family was whipped. / 
Question. Then he killed De Priest next day ? 
Answer. Next morning. 

Question. Was there not considerable excitement all over the neighborhood, arising 
out of these transactions ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. Of course there was right smart excitement about the 
whipping of McGahey's wife and the raiding. I never knew anything about the Ku- 
Klux then. I heard about it ; but I never knew anything about it till about five 
months ago. 

Question. Was Iklr. Justice the lawyer of Aaron Biggerstaff when this thing came be- 
fore the courts I 
Answer. I believe he was. 

Question, You were not on the raid when some parties went after Justice I 
Answer. No, sir ; I knew all about it though. 
} Question. Did they whip Justice ? 

Answer. They struck him on the head with a pistol. I do not think they whipped 
him; but they abused him. . I think they hit him on the head for hollering when they 
started out with him. 

Question. Were they after Aaron Biggerstaff that night ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they hunted for him, but he got out of the way. >^ 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Was not the chief object of the raid to find Biggerstaff? 

Answer, They wanted Justice first. They were to go to Justice's first, and then to 
Biggerstaff's, and then to the office. Beatty Carpenter and Logan were not there. 
They would have got them too, but neither of them was there. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, You said that Biggerstaff made a mistake and arrested a number of men 
in your county, when, in fact, it was people from other counties who did the mischief. 
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Answer, Yes, sir; I think he made a mistake as to a great many of the men. 

Question. Were not the feelings of these men wrought up against Aaron Biggerstaff 
because of his arrest of so many men who were not concerned in that raid ? 

Ai'iswer, I cannot tell. I expect he was right about the first raid on McGahey. The 
men on the last raid came, most of them, from Cleveland. There were about seventy- 
live men from Cleveland at his house that night. One of my cousins told me this. He 
was along, and said there were about seventy-five. 

Question. They have not killed anybody in your county, I believe ? 

Answer, No, sir ; there were some negroes killed up there," but I don't think the party 
did it. I think the Dare boys did that. 

Question, Your statement in writing, and the statements of. others who have made 
confessions, are before the judge of the court? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; my statement is. 

^Mcs/iow. Werje you summoned from there? 

Answ€fi\ Yes, sir. 

Question, To appear here ? 

A7iswer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You were summoned when you were down in Rutherfordton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. Did you make any confession before the matter was proved on you? How 
did you come to make confession ? 

Answer. I went up to Judge Logan, after other men got to going. I went and told 
him what I knew about it. 

Question. Had you been arrested? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never had. 

Question. Did many of the men who made confessions go and do so without being 
arrested ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; a great many of them— most of them. There have been a few who 
have made confessions after being arrested ; but the great mass have gone there with- 
out being arrested. I reckon ten or fifteen men made confessions after they were 
arrested. 

Question. Your confessions are all in writing and can be had? 
Answer. Yes, sir; mine is. 

Question, The substance of your confession is what you have told here? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; and I told all the men that I knew belonged to it. 

By Mr.^PooL: 

Question, Did Mr. Biggerstaff have anybody arrested except those who belonged to 
the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. I think he did one man ; maybe two or three. 

Question. You mean that these two or three did not belong to the order at all? 

Answer, They did not belong to it. He had two or three arrested ; and after he had 
them arrested, there were a couple of them, I think, that joined it one night when 
they were in the court-house. So some of the party told me. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question, Who was the man McGahey ? What was his business ? 
Answer, I do not know. I never knew the man. I guess he farmed for his living. 
He lived about eight miles from where I live, but I don't recollect that I ever saw him.. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You said that men who had joined this society would have been glad to 
get out of it if they could. What kept them in ? 
Answer, They could not get out. 
Question, Why? 

Answer, They would have been killed. If they had told anything it would have 
been death. 

Question, You mean to say they feared death as a punishment for disclosing? 
Answer. Of course. 

Question, Do you know anything about taking away arms from negroes in your 
county? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was some of that done. 

Question, At the time that was done, or at any other time, did you ever hear the men 
"who had been engaged in it say what was the purpose ? 

Ansiver. It was to get their arms, so they could have nothing to fight with, and 
because the men might nqed the arms themselves. 

Question, Are you well acquainted with Plato Durham ? 

An8wet\ Yes, sir ; I am. He is a little kin to me, too. 

Question, What is your relationship ? 

Aihswer, We are second cousins ; he is an own cousin of my mother. 
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Question, Where does ho live ? 
Answer, In Shelby, Cleveland County. 
Question, He knows you well, personally ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, he does. 
Question, How old a man is he ? 

Answer. I think he is from twenty-five to thirty years old ; may be thirty. 
Question. What is his position in society 1 Has he been a public man f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he been a candidate for Congress ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Were any inducements or promises held out to you if you would confess ? 
Ansivcr. No, sir. The judge told me when I went there that he did not promise any- 
thing to any man. 

Question. Were you threatened in any way ? 

Answer, I have been by the other party since I divulged. Some of the conservative 
men who did not belong to it, friends of mine, told me that if they were in my place 
they would not go down toward Cleveland ; that I would not be safe j and one of the 
men who were lying out said that if I didn't watch the way I was doing, the Ku-Klux 
would swallow me up. 

Question, Did anybody threaten you to make you confess ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, What made you confess ; because you knew they were arresting people 
all around there ? 

Answer, I wanted to gefc out, and I was glad they were confessiifg. I had just come 
from Georgia. I got home about five o'clock one evening, and I went to town the next 
morning and confessed. 

Question, What made these other men confess ? Was it because the United States 
Government had sent down troops and begun to arrest ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I guess that was it. I don't know anything else. 

Question, Did they think it would be safer then for them to comess than it was 
before ? 

Answer, Of course they did. If we had confessed before that, we would have been 
killed. They would have done it in the day-time. I would not have confessed before 
for anything. 

Question. If they had made confession before, the Ku-Klux would have killed them 
even in the day-time ? 
Answer. Of course they would. 

Question. Then all these confessions were brought about by the protection given by 
the United States Government down there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; of course. 



Washington, D. C, July 22, 1871. 

MARCUS M. WELLS sworn and examined. 

By the Chaikman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question, Where do you live 1 

Answer, In Rutherford County, North Carolina ; ten miles from the village of Ruther- 
ford4x)n. 

Question, What is your business ? 
Answer. 1 am a farmer. 

Question, To what political party do you belong ? 
Answer, I have belonged to the democratic party. 

Question. Do you belong to any society or organization commonly called Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I have been sworn into that. They call it the Invisible Empire of 
America. 

Question, Ku-Klux is the name people generally call it ? 
Answer, Yes. sir. 

Question, Wnat is the name which the members of the order themselves call it ? 
Answer, Invisible Empire of America. 

Question, When did you first hear of any such order in Rutherford County ? 
Answer, J cannot tell you exactly. 
Question. About how long ago ? 

Ansicer, In that county the first I heard of it, to the best of my knowledge, was last 
winter. 
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Question, Had you heard of it in some other counties before it appeared in your 
county ? 

Answer, I had heard of it in Cleveland County and in South Carolina. 
Qmstion, About how long ago did you hear of it in Cleveland County or in South 
Carolina f 

Answer. I think it probably was in 1868 or 1869 ; I cannot tell you positively. 
Question, Had you any knowledge of what kind of society it was until it extended 
into your county ? 
Anstver, No, sir ; I had not. 

Question, Had the organization in Cleveland County come over into your county and 
done anything before the order was established in your county ? 
Answer. I do not know whether they had or not. 
Question. You say you became a member of this order ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 

Answer. I think about the 1st of last April. 
Question. Where did you join ? 

Answer. Near Rutherfordton, at a place called the Red Tavern. 
Question, Was there a Ineeting there ? 
Answer, No, sir. 
Question, Who was there? 

Answer, Nobody was there but Mr. Harrill and the one who administered the oath. 
Question, Were you and Mr. HarrUl sworn in at the same time ? 
Answer, No, sir ; he was sworn in before me. 
Qvsstim, Harrill was already a member at that time ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. But he was present when you were sworn in ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Who was the olBficer who swore you in ? 

Answer, A man by the name of J. R. De Priest. 

Question, What was he ? 

Answer, They called him the chief. 

Question. Chief of what ? 

Answer. Chief of the den. 

Question, What den was that ? ^ 

Answe^\ I don't know what the number of it was. I never was at a meeting at that 
place. 

Question, Are these dens designated by numbers ? 
Answer, I think they were. 

Question. How much territory — ^how large a neighborhood — Sid the den to which 
you belonged cover ? ' 

Answer. There were two of them in the same township. The two included the 
township, if I mistake not. 

Qu^tion, How large are your townships ? 

Answer, I don't know exactly how large they are. 

Question, Do you live in the same township that Rutherfordton is in ? 

Anstver, No, sir; I live in Colfax Township, but this was in Burnt Chimneys Town- 
ship. 

Question, About how many members had the den that you belonged to ? 
Ansiver, They said when I joined it I made thirty-seven. I don't know how many 
were initiated afterward. 

Question, Did some join after you ? 
Ansiver, 1 think so ; I don't know it. 
Question, Did they have meetings ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you attend some of their meetings ? 

Answer, I was at one ; but I never was at a meeting at that den. I was at one meet- 
ing in Colfax Township. 

Question. You never were at a meeting of this den that you belonged to ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I was never at a meeting of De Priest's den. 

Question. He was the captain ? 

Answer. Chief they call it. 

Question. He was chief of the den you joined ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You attended the meeting of another den in another township ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the den I was initiated in was in Burnt Chimneys Township, but 
the den whose meeting I attended was in Colfax Township. ^ 
Question. Where was the meeting held? 
Answer, At a place called the Odum House. 
Question, Was that a hotel ? 
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Answer, No, sir; nobody lived there; it was an unoccupied house. 
Question. When was that? 

Ansxm\ I think it was the last of April or first of May. 
Question. How many persons were present at that meeting? 
Answer. There were a good many. 
Question. How many, in your judgment? 

Answer. I think there were thirty, if not more ; I cannot tell exactly. 

Question. Was the meeting held in the day- time or at night ? 

Answer. It was held in the night. 

Question. Who was the chief of that den ? 

Answer. They organized the night I was there. 

Question. Did they choose a chief that night ? 

Answer. They elected one. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. A man by the name of Hambrick. 

Question. What other business did they do that night besides electing a chief? 

Answer. I think they elected their other officers. They have committee-men ; they 
have what they call a " Monk" and what they call a **Turk." I don't know what they 
are for ; but they elected them that night. 

Question. They elected all their officers? 

Answer. Yes, sir, ^ 

Question. Did they do any business besides electing officers ? 

Answer. I think they held some kind of a council, but they would not allow me to 
hear it. 

Question. You were not a member of that particular den ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did they talk about anything they were going to do, or did they agree 
upon anything ? 

Ansicer. I don't know. They have a committee, I think, and the committee sits on 
a case. Anything that occurs is reported to them by what are called the Night-hawks." 
The committee sits on the case and don't allow any one to hear them. 

Question. The committee decides what is to be doiie ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; the committee decides. They have so many committee-men to 
every den. 

Question. And the " Night-hawks" are a kind of scouts i 
Answer, Yes, sir; they are a kind of messengers? 

Question. And the committee sits on any cases reported by the " Night-hawks ?" 

Answer, -Yes, sir. And if the committee see proper to inflict punishment or anything 
else, they make their report to the chief, and he calls, I think, for volunteers out of the 
den — so many to do whatever is to be done ; and I think if they cannot get volunteers 
enough they make them go. That is the way I understood it. 

Question. If the chief requires them to go, they are bound to go ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if he requires them to go, they are bound to go, I think. 

Question, At the time when you were initiated, De Priest, the captain of that den, 
administered an oath to you ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Can you repeat that oath ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I cannot. 

Question. Can you state the substance of it ? 

Answer. No, sir. I think it has a political view. I think it is an oath to vote for 
the nominee of the party. That is the way I understood it. 
Question. The nominee of which party ? 
Answer. Of the democratic party. 

Question. Was there anything in the oath about obeying all orders ? 
Answer. I think there was, if I mistake not. 

Question. Was it any part of the obligation that each man bound himself to exe- 
cute the orders of his chief? 
Answa\ I think it was, if I mistake not. 

Question. Was there anything in the oath about testifying in cases where any mem- 
ber of the order was in any trouble or difficulty ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They had a pass- word of distress, as I think they called it. 

Question. What did the oath require a member to do in such a case as that ? 

Answer. They were to help each other out in a case of distress. The man that was 
in trouble had a pass-word, and they all understood it. 

Question. What were the members required to do whenever called on by a member 
who gave the sign of distress ? 

Answer. They were to defend him and keep him from being hurt, I think. 

Question, You have never attended a meeting of the den that you were a mem- 
ber of? 

Answer, No, sir. 
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Question. You attended one meeting of another den 1 
An8wej\ Yes,' sir. 

Question. Did you ever attend any other meeting ? 
Answer, I never did. 

Question, Did you ever go out upon any of their expeditions ? 
Answer, I never did. 
Question, Never? 
Answer. None at all. 

Question, Were you ever called upon to go ? 

Ansicer, No, sir;" I never was. 

Question, How far do you live from Rutherfordton ? 

Answer, About ten miles. 

Question, In which direction ? 

Answer, Southeast. 

Question, How came you to go to that place where you were sworn in ? 
Answer. I was solicited to go by my friend, Mr. Harrill. He belonged to it at the 
time. 

Question. Harrill invited you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but for that I would not have known anything about it. 

Question. What did De Priest, the chief, tell you about the order ? 

Answer, He did not say very much about it any way ; he just administered the oath. 
I never heard the oath but that one time, and I don*fc remember much about it. I 
formed an idea of the substance of it, what it meant. 

Question, And you say that you understood you were to do whatever was for the 
interest of the democratic party ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, that is the way that I understood it. . 

Question, Was there anything in the oath about the other party — ^the radical party, 
as they call it ? 

Answer. We were to oppose the radical party. 

Question, Was there anything in the oath as to how you were to support the demo- 
cratic party and oppose the radical party — what means and measures you were to take ? 
Answer. I don't remember that point exactly. 

Question, Was there anything in the oath about keeping secret everything in respect 
to the order and their proceedings ? 

Answer, O, yes, it was death to tell — " death by the hand of a brother." That was in 
the oath. If we divulged anything we were to be killed. 

Question, What do you know in regard to any of the operations of these disguised 
men in your county ; how did they work ; what did they do ? 

Ansiver. 1 don't know anything, only what I have heard. 

Question. What operations of these men have you ever been told about by any of them ? 

Answer. Mr. Harrill is one man who has told me about raids he has been on ; he has 
been on some raids. Another man, who belonged to the Colfax den, told me that he 
had been on a raid ; and I have seen some affidavits since. 

Question. Tell what any of the members of this order told you about raids being 
carried on ? 

Aimver. Harrill told me about being on three raids — one near Big Island, and the 
other two near Rutherfordton. 

Question. Those were all the raids he said he had been on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other member of the order ever told you of being on raids ? 
Answer. I think Robert Webb told me. He was along with Harrill on some raids. 
Question, And he gave the same account that Harrill did ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. What den did Webb belong to ? 

Answer. They were sworn in by De Priest, but I think they organized a new den, 
under Mr. McBrayer. 
Question. Was he the chief of it f 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think he was. 

Question. What other men have told you of being on raids ? 
Answei\ Mr. Lawson Brooks told me of being on two raids. 
Question. Where did he live ? 
Answer. Near the High Shoal, Rutherford County. 
Question. How far firom Rutherfordton ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly ; ten or twelve miles, I suppose. 
Question. What raid did he go on ? 

Answer. He said ho was on a raid that went to my brother-in-law's, Mr. Goode's; 
and he was on a raid when they went to a black man's bouse — — 

Question. Tell us first about the Goode case. State what they did. 

Ayxswer. They cursed him a little, and asked him if he was in favor of night-riders* 
I think that is the way he spoke of it. 
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Question. They did not beat liim ? 
Anstvei'. No, sir. 

Question. What party does ho belong to ? 

Ansicer. Ho belonged to the democratic i^arty. 

Question. Did he belong to the order ? 

Ansicer. He did not belong to the order at that time. 

Question. Did he afterward join ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir, ho was sworn in afterward. 

Question. You were also told about a raid on a black man ? 

Ansicet'. Yes, sir. That same night they went from Mr. Goode's np to the place of a 
black man by the name of Robert Toms. 

Question. What did they do with him ? 

Answa\ I think they whipped him. 
• Question. Where did he live f 

Anstver. He lives, I think, within about eight miles from Rutherfordton ; about a 
mile from Mr. Goode^s. 

Question. They took him out and whipped him ? 

Anstcei\ I think so. 

Question. Why did they do it ? \ 
Anstver. I don't know why ; I never heard ; it was about some threats he had made 
upon them, I think. I think they told Thomas Goode that he had threatened to kill 
them if they Avent there, and they were going np that night to try him to see if he 
would kill them. 

Question. They took him out And whipped him ? 

Ansive7\ Yes, sir. He got away from them some way ; but, I think, they struck Mm 
anyway. 

Question, Did this man Brooks tell you about any other raid ? 

Ans\ve)\ Yes, sir ; he told me about being on another raid. They went to the house 
of a black man named Henry Carpenter, and took his gun away from him. They then 
went and whipped another black man by the name of Ben Houser for abusing a cow 
that belonged to some women—old maids, who lived together. The cow had got into 
his field, and he had badly abused it — ^had split a great long pole and put the cow's tail 
through it, and turned it loose in the woods. They went there and whipped him for it. 

Question. Did he tell you about any other of their operations ? 

Armcer, No, sir, I think not. 

Question. What other member of the order has ever given you any account of raids ? 
Answer. That is about all 1 recollect of now ,* those three are the only cases Brooks 
told me about. 

Question, Has any other member of the order told you anything ? 
Answer, No, sir, not so far as raids are concerned. 

Question. Did you hear of the raid on Mr. Justice ? < 
Answer, Yes, sir, I heard about that. * 

Question. Did any of the men who were engaged in it ever tell you anything about it ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, When did you hear of that ? 

Answer. I heard of it two or three days after it was done. I heard they were going 
there several days before they did go. 
Question. Who told you they were going ? 
Ansiver. Mr. Harrill. 
Question. Who else f 

Amwer, I think he is about the only one. He is a brother-in-law of mine, and he 
staid at my house on a Saturday night ; and he was saying that they were talking 
about it. 

Question, When did he tell you they talked of going ? 
Answer. On Sunday night, the night they did go. 
Question, Did he say they wanted to have him go f 
Answer, I think so. 

Question, Whfat did he tell you about going t 

Answer, I think he talked sort of like he did not want to go ; he said he hated to go. 
Question. Did he say anything about his father going ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he say anything about his father wanting him to go or not to go ¥ 

Answer. No, sir. He said that they had requested him, I think, from Spartanburgh 
district, South Carolina, to go. He and a man by the name of Trout were to meet 
them at Red Tavern. 

Question, They^ were to meet some men coming from Spartanburgh ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they had sent up a request, I think, to meet them there and form 
them. Others went up from about Cherry Mountain, X think. 

Question. Is it understood there that.a body of men came up from South Carolina? 

Ansicer, Yes, Sir ; I think that is understood at Rutherfordton. 
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Question. Everybody tliere nnderstauds that to be so? . 
Answer, Yes, sir ; that is the general opinion. 

Question. Is it not also understood that a large number of persons who were engaged 
in that raid lived in your county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the object of this raid on "Mx, Justice ? What had he done ? 

Answer, Well, he was a strong republican. I suppose the object was to intimidate 
him, so as to get him not to use any influence over the State convention. That is 
what I think. 

Question, He is a leading active republican ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does anybody claim that he is not a man of good, respectable character ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not think they do. 

Question. Men of all parties agree that such is his character ? • 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he is a nice man — a very clever man. 

'Question, In this order, whose organization you have been describing, each den has a ' 
chief? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the way I understand it. 
Question. There are a good many dens in the county ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; I knew of three before these men confessed ; and since that they 
have made a report of more. 

Question. You yourself knew of the existence of three ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How many do you understand there were of these dens in your county ? 
Ansiver. I never knew but three. 

Question, How many do you now understand there were in the county ? 

Answer. 1 understand now that there were De Priest^s den, McBraye^s, Witherow's, 
Fayette Eaves's, and I think Edgington's. There was another den down toward the 
river ; the chiefs name I believe was Bill Webster. 

Question. Was there some officer in the county above these chiefs ? 

Answer, O, yes. 

Question. What did they call him ? 

Answer*, The grand chief of the county. 

Question, Who was the grand chief in your county ? 

Answer. Mr. Randolph Shotwell. That is what the members told me. 

^wesiiow. You know Mr. Shotwell? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, He is the man who has been editor of a newspaper there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Of what kind of a paper is he the editor ? 
• Ansicer. A democratic paper. 

Question. How many republicans do you know that belong to this order f 
Answer. To the Ku-Klux order ? 
Question, Yes, sir. 

Answer, Well, I do not know exactly how many, but there were some. 
Question. What republicans belonged to it ? 

Answer. Well, there was Mr. Hambrick ; he was a republican, or voted that way. 
Question, Voted that way when ? 

Answer. Every election, I think. I don't know how he would vote now ; but he has 
always been, if I mistake not, a republican. Then there was Mr. Harmon. 
Question. Do you understand that LIr. Hambrick is a republican now ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think not now. 

Question. This organization is not understood to be a republican institution ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; it is understood to operate against the republicans. That is the 
way I understood it — to vote for democratic candidates. 

Question. When you speak of republicans belonging to it you mean that these men 
at some time did vote the republican ticket ? 

Answer. I mean men that belonged to the republican party until tHey joined the 
order. Mr. Haimbrick always voted with that party until he joined the order ; but 
afterward I suppose he would vote the other way. 

Question' He would be bound to ? 

Ansiver. I think so, if I mistake not. 

Question. Would it not be a violation of their oath for members of the order to vote 
the republican ticket ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it would. 

Question. You do not understand then that a man can belong to that order and sup- 
port the republican ticket ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not understand it in that way. From what I could catch — I 
never was at but one meeting-t-they were to watch the polls, and if a man belonging 
to the order did vote that way they were to punish him for it. That is the way I un- 
derstood it. 
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Question, How do the republicans, black and white, feel in regard to this order ; 
how do they talk about it ; are they in favor of it or opposed to it ? 
Anmcr. They are opposed to it, of course. 

Question. They all talk against it and act against it, do they not ? 
Answer. As a general thing, I think they do. 

Question. Was it not one of the objectiqns to IMr. Carpenter and .Mr. Justice that they 
had been so active against it? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the reason of their going there and abusing them, I think. 
Question. Because they were active republicans, and active against the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; active against the order. 

Question. Did you ever talk with any members of this order from Cleveland County ? 
Answer. I think I talked with one. 
Question. Who was he ? 

Ansiver. A man by the name of James Daves. 

Question. When did you talk with him ? 

Answer. In June ; I think he beginning of June. 

Question. Did you talk with him about the order in his county ? 

Ansiver. Some. 

Question. What did he tell you about the order in his county ? 
Answei'. He told me he belonged to it. 

Question. Did he tell you how numerous the order was in that county? 
Answer. No, sir, he did not ; he just told me he belonged to it, and the name of the 
man who was chief of it. 

Question. Who did he say was chief? 

Answer. A man by the name of Joseph Walker. 

Question. Did he tell you who was the grand chief in his county ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, he did not. 

Question. Have yOu ever heard that from any member of the order ? 

Ansiver. Yes^ sir ; I have heard it tallted that Mr. Durham was the grand chief of 
Cleveland County. That is what I have heard ; I never talked to him about it. 

Question. Did this man tell you anything about the operations of the order in Cleve- 
land County — what they had done over there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not that I recollect. 

Question. A considerable number of men have been arrested in Eutherford County 
recently ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They were arrested for being engaged in that raid upon Mr. Justice ? 
Answer. -Some of them were, and some for being on other raids. 
Question. Do^you know how many have been arrested in all ? 

Answer. I think thirty-five or forty. They are still arresting ; and a gregit many are 
lying out. 

Question. Have a very large number of persons who belonged to the order in that 
county come forward and made confessions ? 
Answer. Yes, sir 'j they have told all they knew about it. 

Question. How large a number have come forward in that way and made confession ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly how many, but a good many. 

Question. Have you any idea of the number ? 

Ansiver. I have not; I think, though, there must be over fifty. 

Question. Did you ever have one of the uniforms or disguises ? 

Answer. No, sir. I never had any uniform, or arms, or anything of that kind. 

Qufstion. You have seen some of the uniforms? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they had them when I was at that meeting. 

Question. Were they all alike ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not exactly ; some were white and some were red. 
Question. Was there anything in the rules of the order which required uniforms to be 
alike, or did each man make up his uniform to suit himself? 
Ansiver. I don't know. I never understood anything about it. 

Question. Do you Imow any of these men who belonged to the order down in South 
Carolina ? 

Answer. A man by the name of Jones that works at my house said that he joined it 
in the Spartanburgh district. 
Question. He works for you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a part of the time he works with me. I don't remember tlie man 
he said swore him in ; but I think he said that a man by the name of Bank Liles, 
at Limestone Springs, was the grand chief of Spartanburgh County. 

Question. Did he tell you whether he had ever been out on any of their raids? 

Ansiver. I think he said he went around when tliey administered the oath. Ho said 
that when there was a man that they were afraid to come to in open daylight and 
talk with about joining it, they would put on uniforms and talk with him, and then if 
he did not consent to join, they woukl not be known. He Avas along one night when 
some were sworn in. They would visit a man and call on him to join. 
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Question, Do you know whether they threatened men if they would not join ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly, but I think so. 

Question. Did you understand so from members of the order? 

Anmcer. I understood that when men found out anything about the order they had 
to join it. If they found out any of the signs or pass-words, or were told anything 
about it, they had to join it. 

Question. If they got possession of any of the secrets of the order they had to join it 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By 3>Ir. Pool : 

Question. Was there any obligation that members of the order were to swear for 
one another in court ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of there being anything of that kind in the oath ; but I 
believe they had that rule some way, whether they had it in the oath or not. I don't 
recollect much about the oath, for I never heard it but the one time. But I heard tell 
of that being the rule, or of its being carried out in action. 

Question. That was a part of the practice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qu4siion, Was there anything said about acting on juries and getting men clear ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; I heard about that from one of the members. 
Question. Was there anything about turniug men out of jail? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard about that. 

Question. You say that there was a committee appointed in these dens to decide 
whether a certain thing — a whipping or anything of that kind — was to be done ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And when the committee decided, then the chief called for volunteers to 
execute what had been resolved upon ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And you understood that if they did not get enough volunteers they com- 
pelled men to go ? * 
Ansioer. Y'es, sir ; I think they did j that is the way I understood it. 
Question, Was it a part of the obligation to obey the orders of the chief? 
Answer. I think that was a part of the obligation. 

Question. J)o you know whether any of the prominent men in your county belong to 
this organization — men of influence and standing and property ? 

Answer. Mr. Hambrick belongs to it ; he is a man of good property and influence. 
Mr. Alfred Harrill belongs to it ; he is a man of property and some influence j but I 
think he was rather intimidated into it. 

Question, You spoke of some republicans having joined it ; was that through fear? 

Answer, T^his man Hambrick, I think, went into it so that they would protect him in 
distilling. It and the distilling business seemed to cooperate together. 

Question, You mean distilling contrary to law ? 

Answer. Contrary to law — ^running the blockade. I think the den he belonged to 
had a stiU of their own — a blockade stiU ; that was what I was told by one of the 
members. 

Question. Do you suppose that any persons went into the order through fear, or in 
order to protect themselves ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think there was many a one intimidated into it. 

Question, Which party was it that was afraid of the Ku-Klux — republicans or demo- 
crats ? 

Antwer. Republicans. 

Question. Were any democrats afraid of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. There might have been some, if they did not join. 

Question. If a man joined the order he would be a republican no longer ? 

Answer. No, sir ; O, no. 

Question. He renounced republicanism by joining it ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. It was talked that a man had to take one side or the other— go 
into that or be a i^epublican. 

Question. That is, that all the democrats had to join it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Or go to the other side ? 

Answer, Or go to the other side. They had to be one thing or the other ; they were 
not going to have any milk-and-cider men. 

Question. Have you seen any of the affidavits which have been made by members of 
the order ? 

Answct\ Yes, sir ; I have seen three or four of them. 
Question. What do they state ? 

Answei\ They state something about the raid on McGahey that was made a year or 
two ago. Some of the members state that they were at a meeting when sentence was 
passed to go to McGahey's, and to the houses of the negroes, Ibby Jenldns and Almon 
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Owens, and that this man De Priest was in the meeting on tbat.niglit, and I suppose 
was along on the raid. 

Question, Did the raid on old man Biggerstaff have anything to do with theMcGahey 
matter ? 

Ansicer, I think Biggerstaff was an active man in trying to suppress them. At the 
time the raid w^as made on McGahey, I think Biggerstaff and a company of men went 
out to try to catch some of them. 

Question, To try to suppress the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That raised a kind of prejudice, I think, against Biggerstaff, and then 
they raided on him. I think they raided on him because of his trying to suppress them 
at the time McGahey killed De Priest. 

Question. Had not Biggerstaff kept on abusing them from the time of the McGahey 
affair until the attack upon himself? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. There was a year or more between the two raids ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he kept on abusing them during that time? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he very talkative and abusive ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion, Do you think that was the cause of the raid upon him f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. Had Biggerstaff been a Union man during the war ? 
Answer. He was the latter part of it; the first part, I think, he was a secessionist. 
Question, Do you know whether during the latter part of the war he helped Union 
prisoners to escape ? 
Anstver. No, sir ; I don't know whether he did or not. 
Question. Did you ever hear it said? 
Aimcer. I don't think I have. 

Question. Did these affidavits tell about other things having been done in the county 1 
Answer. I don't know that they did. Judge Logan just read to me that part about 
the raid on McGahey, 

Question. You did not see the whole affidavit ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. Had there been any whippings in your county ? 
An^iccr. Yes, sir. 
Question. Many of them ? 

Answer. 'Almon Owens a,nd Ibby Jenkins were whipped; I think that xVas the first 
case ; and Mr. McGahey's family was abused some. He was not at home the night 
they went there. The next one whipped in the county, I think, was Martin Pearson, 
a black man. I think De Priest, that was killed by McGahey, was the first chief that 
ever was in that county ; and when McGahey killed him that ^topped the thing for 
about twelve months, I think; that is the way I understood it from the other De Priest 
that day that he swore me in — that it was stopped for about twelve months, and that 
then they got at it again, swearing in men. 

Question. And the next case you heard was last winter ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the Pearson case. The next raid after the Pearson case was made 
on some negroes by the name of Harrill. 
Question. Did they whip them ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; they just visited them and told them that they had to leave. They 
visited Mose Hamilton too, and told him he had to leave. Then they made the raid 
on Bob Toms and Henry Carpenter and Ben Houser, and then that raid to town, I 
have a paper here that Judge Logan gave me to refresh my mind concerning that 
meeting about going to McGahey's, The affidavit of one of the members states that 
he was at a meeting when they passed the sentence to go to McGahey's, and that 
De Priest was along at the meeting. 

Question. The De Priest who was killed by McGahey was said to be a chief? 

Answer. Yes, sir; 

Question. Was that the reason the clan afterward wanted to avenge his death T 
Answer. By going after Biggerstaff T 
Quesiion. Yes, sir. 
Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Was it said that Biggerstaff helped to get McGahey to run away ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Quesiion. Did they visit anybody else 4br helping to get McGahey to run away, or 
for loaning him horses, or anything of that kind ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think they did visit a man by the name of Hawkins, in Cleve- 
land County, for helping McGahey, who had killed their chief, to get away. 

Question. The chief was present at the time of the outrage on McGahey's wife. That 
appeared in the affidavit ? 
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Amicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you heard of colored men being whipped in the lower part of the 
county, toward South Carolina ? 
Answer, Martin Pearson lived down toward Cleveland. 

Question, Have you not heard of any other outrages. Do you not remember any others ? 
Answer, I have heard of their going to Marion and turoing the fellows out of jail. 
That happened lately — I do not recollect how long ago — not very long. 
• Question. Have you heard of any outrages over in Cleveland County, such as whip- 
ping men ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; I have heard of several in Cleveland, and in South Carolina too, 
I have heard of outrages committed in the Spartanburgh district of South Carolina. 

Question, Have you heard of any outrages in Rutherford County, where you did not 
know the names of the parties ? 

Answer, No, sir ; they always told, I think, after they whipped them , who it was that was 
whipped. • , 

Question, Do you think that you recollect the name of everybody that has been 
whipped in Cleveland County ? 

Answer, No, sir; I think not ; I do not suppose I know all that have been whipped 
there. 

Question, How many do you suppose have been whipped in that county within the 
last five or six months ? 

Answer, I have no idea. I heard tell of three or four who were whipped there. 

Question. How many do you suppose have been whipped altogether within the last 
five or six months in Cleveland County I 

Answer, I do not know. 

Question, Can you not estimate how many you have heard of? 

Answer, No, I cannot. I think there were four not more than six weeks or two 
months ago. I have heard tell of their whipping and shooting a black fellow named 
Dick Beam, in Cleveland County ; they shot him through the leg. Then they crippled 
one in Shelby. Those cases have been over six months ago. 

Question. You do riot know anything about the Justice raid ? 

Answer, Nothing more than what I have heard since it was done. 

Question. Who did you hear was the leading man on that raid ? 

Anstcer, I never could find out. 

Question, You heard that most of the men came from South Carolina ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I heard that forty came from South Carolina. 
Question, What camp decreed that that raid should take place ? 
Answer. I don^t know ; I never could find out. 
Question, You do not live in that township ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know what camp decreed the raid on Biggerstaff? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. That was not in your township, either ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Biggerstaff lives right close to me. I heard tell of their passing 
by a brother-in-law's of mine that lives in Cleveland County. 

Question. Do you think that those who came after Biggerstaff came from Cleveland ? 

Answer. My brother-in-law, who lives in Cleveland, said they passed his house going 
up and coming down. 

Question. Do you know what camp decreed that raid? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did riot belong to the order at that time, and I have never heard 
since. 

Question. Who. committed the second attack on Biggerstaff? 

Answer. I heard it was Witherow's den, a part of it. There were ten men along, I 
think. 

Question. Did they decree that in the den ? 
Answer. I do not know, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether they intended to kill Mr. Biggerstaff that night ? 
Answer. I heard they put a rope round his neck and threatened to kill him. 
Question. And broke his arm ? 

Answer. They struck his arm, and I think they split one of the bones in it. 

Question, You have never been over into Cleveland among members of the order ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never have. 

Question. Did you learn any signs and pass-words ? 

Answer. Yes, when I was sworn in. 

Question. What sign did they give for recognition ? 

Answer. One person would give this sign, [witness touches his head above the right 
ear with the right hand;] the second person would answer with the left hand. 
Another sign was touching the lapel of the coat with the right hand, and the second 
person would answer back with the left hand. The word of distress, I think, was 
' Avalanche." At night, the pass-word was, " I s, a, y." The answer was " N, o, t, h, 
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i,n,g." When a squad of them were out and halted a man they would ask, Who 
goes there V If ho belonged to them ho would say, ''A friend." They would ask, "A 
friend to who?" and he would say, "A friend to his country." 

Question. How many men belonged to the order in the county of Rutherford? 

Answer. I do not know ; a great many, though — lots of them. 

Question. Have yon made any confession before the judge? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I made a confession protty much at the start. 

Question, Were j^ou among tho first? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hat made you go in and confess? 

Answer. Well, I did not think it was right to belong to any such lodge j I never did 
after I was sworn in. 

Question. Why did you not confess before ? 

A7iswcr. I was afraid to do it till I got protection. When I confessed we had the 
United States troops there, and we were not afraid. 
Question. You were afraid to confess before? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Suppose you had confessed before, what do you think would have been 
done to you ? 

Answer. They would have killed me forthwith, if they could have got hold of mo ; 
that was in their oath. 

Question. Are many of them lying out in the woods ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; a good many of them ; and a great many of them have gone. In 
Cleveland County, a great many of them have gone. I thmk a heap of them belong 
to it there. I heard a great many were leaving there ; and some had gone down there, 
I heard, for protection. 

Question. Gone from Rutherford to Cleveland? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; for protection. 

Question. Did you hear of any going to South Carolina ? 
Answer. O, J es. 

Question. For protection against the United States troops ? 

Answer. 1 do not know what it is for ; they are going there to be harbored, or fed, or 
protected in some way. 

Question. Have fiuy persons been put in jail for their connection with this thing ? 
Ar^wer. O, yes ; lots of them. 
Question. Are they now in jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir suppose they are. They were when I left. 

Qucstio}i. The United States commissioner is issuing warrants and having them ar- 
rested ? 

Answer. Y^es, sir. • 
Question. Have you any idea how many men in your county have been implicated 
in this thing by these confessions ? 

Answer. ]No, sir, I have not ; a good many, though. 

Question. Have any in Cleveland been implicated by the confessions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; by the conlessions made in Rutherford ton. 

Question. Do you know whether any'leadingmen in Cleveland have been implicated ? 
Answer. 1 think Durham and McAfee have been implicated as belonging to it. 
Question. Have any leading men in your county been implicated ? 
Ansiee)\ Mr. Shotwell and a son of Dr. Ladson Mills. He is a young fellow ; but 1 
think Ladson J^WIs was the chief of the town den. 
Question. You mean the Rutherfordton den ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What has become of Dr. Mills ? 
A nswer. He is at home, and his son has gone. 
Question. Thcj did not implicate the doctor in it ? 
Answer. No, sir, 1 think not. 

Question. Suppose an election had occurred before these arrests were made, and before 
this stir had been made about the matter, would the republicans in that county have 
voted ? 

Answer. I don't suppose the black ones would. I think their idea was to go round 
before the election, and give the black ones their orders to stay at home and not go to 
the election. 

Question. To keep them from voting by intimidating them ? 
Answer. That is tho way I was told by one of the members. 

. Question. Did the black people seem to be in considerable terror about this thing? 
Answer. Yes, sir, they were for a while. 
Question. I mean before the troops went there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

15 N O 
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By Mr. Blair : 

Questioji. You have stated^ I believe, that the raid made on McGahey was the first 
raid in your county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, that Tvas the first raid. 
Question. What did they raid on him for ? 

Answer, I think it was through malice, and it was a political raid too, if I mistake 
not. He is a republican, and I think the men who were in the meeting that passed 
sentence to go to his house had had a falling out with him. I think the men that went 
there were enemies of his. 

Question. There had been a difficulty of some kind ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know what it was about ? 

Answer, About running out a piece of land betwixt Mr. De Priest and Mr. Biggerstaff. 
Question, You say you have a memorandum which Judge Logan gave you to testify 
by? 

Answe^. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he write that himself? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When ? 

Ansicet\ It was written last Wednesday, I think. 
Question. After you were summoned ? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir ; he gave it to me that I might refresh my mind on it.' He showed 
me the affidavits of three or four men who were in the meeting when sentence was 
passed to go to McGahey 's.. 

Question, And then he wrote out this memorandum for you ? 

Ansivei'. Just a short note, in order that I could refresh my mind on it. 

Question. That was after you were summoned here ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that memorandum in his handwriting ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; you can look at it. [Witness produces the following memorandum :] 

"Tke McGaha Raid. — I was shown by Judge Logan several affidavits made by 
members of the Invisible Empire of America, stating that they were in a meeting of 
the order when it was ordered and decreed that the raid on James McGaha, Ibby Jin- 
kins, and Almon Owens should be made, and that it was made, and McGaha's family 
abused, and Ibby Jinkins and Almon Ow^ens whipped ; also, that Decatur Depriest, who 
McGaha killed, w^as in the meeting, and was also in the raid." 

Question. This memorandum, you say, is in Judge Logan's handwriting, and was given 
to you by him ? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything, of your own knowledge, in regard to these matters 
in reference to which this memo'randum was made ? 
Answer. Nothing, only seeing the affidavits. 
Question. You saw the affidavits ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, The whole of them ? 

Ansu-er. No, sir; I just saw a part, what concerned the McGahey raid. 
Question. Judge Logan read that portion to you ? 
An8ive}\ Yes, sir ; and he showed me the signatures. 
Question. 'Did he know you were summoned to appear here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, he knew it. 

Question. Did he i)rocure you to be summoned here ? 
Answer. I don't know whether he did or not. 
Question. How did he know you were summoned ? 

Answer, Captain Eaves brought the summons. He is a son-in-law of Judge Logan, 
and he told him. 

Question. Then he sent for you ? *v 

Answer. Judge Logan never sent for me j but I was at the town, and he asked me into 
his office. 

Question. He talked with you as to what yon should testify ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And read you these affidavits ? 

Answer. Yes, sir— a part of them ; w^hat concerned the McGahey raid. 
Question. Did this raid on Aaron BiggerstalF grow out of the iMcGahey affair ? 
Ansiver. I think it did ; that is my judgment about it. 

Question. Biggerstaff was one of those who went with McGahey when he pursued the 
persons who had insulted his wife ? 
Ansice7\ Yes, sir ; he was along, and was said to be the instigator of De Priest's death. 
Question. He was said to have instigated De Priest's death If 
Anstcer, Yes, sir ; that is what I heard. 

Question. And the raid upon him grew out of his complicity with McGahey, or his 
assistance to McGahey ? 
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Answer, I think it did partly ; that and politics together. 

Q^uestion. Mr. Justice was counsel in the prosecution of the parties who whix)ped 
Biggerstaff, was he not ?• 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. And the attack on him grew out of his being counsel, and the language he 
used in court in regard to it? 

Ansxvei\ Not altogether, I suppose. It was to intimidate him in order for him not to 
use any influence over the State election for a convention ; this and th^ other together. 
I KUi^pose it aJl had a bearing. 

Question. Did you hear any of the parties speak in reference to the purpose of inm- 
ishing Justice ? 

^MSim*. No, sir.^ I heard they were ffoing, but i did not know they were going to do 
anything to Justice ; I heard tiiey were after Biggerstalf ; that he was the man they 
wanted to get hold of. 

Question. You heard they went to town to catch Biggerstaff? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that they were aiming to go, or threatening to go. • 

Question. From whom did you hear that ? 

Answer. From Mr. John Harrill. 

Question. The gentlec^an who has testified here to-day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Whom did he tell you he heard it from ? 

Answer. He never said. Ho had been down to Spartanburg or somewhere down there, 
and had heard it. 

Question. This affair in regard to Biggerstaff has been going on for some time ? 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Question. And has created a good deal of feeling? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There have been a great many prosecutions of one kind or another growing 
out of it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Mr. Justice was counsel in these prosecutions growing out of this 
affair? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did Harrill tell you about the raid he was on ? 

Ansicer. He said he had been on three, I think, and, it may be, helped to whip some 
pai-ties. They inflicted two punishments on one negro ; they whipped him twice. 
Question. What did they whip him for ? 

Answei\ I do not know what they whipped him for the first time ; but I was told that 
after that whipping the negro had said that it was Colonel Tanner and some one else 
who had whipped him, and that he allowed he would burn them out for it. I did hear 
that the first time they whipped him it was for taking up with some white women, and 
after they whipped him the first time, he said that it was Colonel Tanner and some one 
else that did it, and he allowed he would burn them out for it. Then they went back 
and whipped him again. I was told that by a member of the order. 

Question. By Harrill ? 

Answer. No, sir ; by Gaither Trout. 

Question. Did Harrill tell you also ? 

Answer. He told me about being along ; but I doii't remember whether he told me 
that ; I think he did. \ 

Question. This McGahey or Biggerstaff affair was about the beginning or the origin of 
all these troubles ? 

Answer. The raid on McGahey was the first raid that was made ; and there were raids 
after that on some negroes in the county. The next, I think, was the raid on Biggerstaff. 
Question. The Biggerstaff affair made a great deal of noise in the county ? 
Ansieer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Biggerstaff was with McGahey when he pursued the parties who were at 
his house ? 
An8we7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And subsequently the same parties or other parties made an attack on Big- 
gerstaff? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

3 Question. Growing out of his being in company with McGahey, and his advising or 
aiding in the death of De Priest ? 
- Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; I think that was a part of it. 
Question. Was not this McGahey and Biggerstaff affair the origin of all the trouble 
you have had ? 

Answer. Right smart of it, I should think. 
Question. People took sides about the matter ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And the quarrel extended and grew ? 
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Answer* Yes, sir. 

Question. The attack upon Justice grew out of tlie fact that he was an attorney in 
prosecuting parties on account of their attack on Biggerstaff? 
Ansiver. I did not understand it in that way. 
Question. You said he was counsel in the case ? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. Did he not use some very harsh language during the trial ? 

Answer. I don't know whether he did or not ; I never was there at any of their trials. 

Question. Have you not heard it spoken of? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I have. He used harsh language toward the Ku-Klux all 
the time, in or out of the trial. 

Question, When they took Justice out, did they not uphraid him for using that sharp, 
^ denunciatory language ? 

Answer. I recollect hearing a man say the»y had said that if he did not quit having 
innocent men punished, they would kill hdm the next 'time they came. He said he 
heard that. 

Question. Do you not know that that is what those men told Justice ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not know it. 

Question. Did you not hear it ? ^ 
Answer. I heard it. 

Question. Did you hear it from Justice ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I heard it from a man named James Andrews. He said he heard it. 
I don't know who ho heard it from, whether he heard it from Justice or not. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You understood that they went to destroy the Star office also that night ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not understand they were going to do that. 

Question. What had the Star office to do with the Biggerstaff matter ; anything ? 

Answer. 1 don't suppose it hadj only it published everything that was done. 

Question. Did not the other paper publish everything that was done ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. One was in favor of one side, and the other in favor of the other 
side as much as possible. 

, Question. You said that Mr. Justice was counsel for Mr. Biggerstaff. Do yon know 
that? 

Answer. I know he was in this MoGahey affair. Biggerstaff was along when they 
followed up some fellows. They tried Biggerstaff, and Justice was counsel for him at 
that time, and I think he was all along. 

Question. Did Justice have anything to do with the investigation that occurred in 
regard to the parties that made the j&rst raid on Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. I reckon he did ; I don't know. 

Question. Was he counsel against the parties who were in the second raid on Bigger- 
staff? 

Answer. He was counsel first for Biggerstaff about the McGahey raid. I heard him 
make a speech in court. 

Question. Was ^Mr. Justice prosecuting the Ku*Klux who made the first raid on Big- 
gerstaff? 

Answer'. I don't know that I can say. 
Question. Were you in town ? 

A7iswer. No, sir ; I was not in to^n. I cannot say, except from hearsay. 
Question. Have you any idea that these Ku-Klux operations were gotten up in that 
county in consequence of the McGahey affair? 
Answer. At the start ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not think it was on that account. 

Question. Do you sui)pose that one-tenth of the troubles you have had in Rutherford 
had anything at all to do with Biggerstaff and McGahey ? 

Answer. I do not think they/ had; I don't know, though. Those were the first 
troubles, and it appeared that one trouble brought on another. 

Question. Was not the spite against Biggerstaff beca-use their chief was killed by 
McGahey? 

Answer. I think that was one spite ; and he was said to be the operator against them. 
He was along the night when the parties that abused McGahey's family were hunted 
for. 

Question. You think the spite against Biggerstaff was because De Priest was a member 
of the order and a chief ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From which direction was this order introduced into Rutherford ; was it 
from Cleveland? 

Answer. I do not know ; I think it was brought from Gaston County. This mon 
De Priest, they told me, was the first man that ever brought it into our county. He 
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had been living down in Gaston six months or a year before that. IIo has a sister 
there. 

Question. You understood he brought it from Gaston ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Gaston borders on Cleveland, on the other side froiii Rutherford? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that Decatur De Priest had a falling out with a negro— old 
Kelson Birge's son. He struck the negro in some way and had to leave. IIo went off 
into Gaston County and staid there five or six months. Then he camo back and 
organized that Klan, and went and wJiipped the negro's father. 

Quesiipn. Did he take the Klan along with him to do that 1 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; he had seven or eight with him, may be more. That is what I 
heard about it. I don't know it to be true. 

Question. That was the first operation of this order in that county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The next operation was on McGahey's family t 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then McGahey killed De Priest? 

Answer. Yes, sir. " . 

Question. And they accused BiggerstafT of helping MeGahoy to get away ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And of advising him to kill the man that outraged his wife ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. And then about six months afterward they reorganized the Klan in the 
county and commenced operations, whipping negroes and others, and finally got a 
crowd from Cleveland to go and attack BiggerstafT? 

Answer. I don't know that it was from Cleveland, 

Question. They got a crowd to attack Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I don't know that it was from Cleveland, but I believe it was. 

Question. You say that the De Priest who initiated you told you tha4} the killing of 
Decatur De Priest, their former chief, had put back their organization about a year in 
that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that now it was reorganized ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the De Priest who told you this a relative of the De Priest w ho was 
killed? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was an own cousin, I think. 

Question. ^'HsbYQ you any doubt that the pui-pose of this organization was mainly 
against the republican party, and to influence the elections ? 

Aimver. I think it had a political view — to intimidate the negroes. That is my 
opinion of it. 

Question. Do you mean to intimidate them and keep them from voting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir j to keep them from voting. 
Question. Then what did they whip white men for ? 
Answer. They whipped them for taking sides against them. 
Question. For trying to encourage the negroes to vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so ; and then they would whip people for taking up with 
negroes, or doing anything that the civil law could not arrest them for. If a white 
man would take up with a negro, they would whip him whether ho belonged to any 
party or not. 

Question. When you say they would not let any white man *^ take up " with a negro, 
what do you mean ? 

Answer. 1 mean they would not let whites and negroes live together as man and 
wife. 

Question. Is Mr. J. B. Eaves a leading man in that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is one of the leading men. 

Question. Is he a man of character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; good character. 

Question. Have you ever heard anything against him ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not a thing. 

Question. Is h6 a man of as high standing as anybody in the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Mr. Carpenter a man of character ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe so. 

Question. Have you ever heard anything against his character ? 
Ansider. No ; nothing but that he would get drunk once in a while. 
Question. He is the editor of a republican paper there ; is he not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

'Question. You say that Judge Logan read those affidavits to yOu ? 

Answer. A part of them— what concerned the McGahey raid. I did not know any- 
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'thiDg about it until he did so ; and he said that I would be asked about it, and he 
would show me the affidavits and the signatures, so that I could be posted. 

Question. Did he post you about anything except that ? 

Answer, No, sir ; nothing else. 

Question. He had an affidavit setting forth the facts in the McGahey matter ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yo\i say that Mr. Eaves, a son-in-law of Judge Logan, executed the sub- 
poena sent out for you by the committee ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He had been here to testify ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

' Question, They told you there would be some questions asked about the McGahey 
matter, and that is the reason you were posted on that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was Mr. Eaves present when Judge Logau read these affidavits to you ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether there were any operations during your last superior 
court, in the. way of initiating men into this order ? 
Answer, I think there were. 
Question. Why do you think so ? 

Ansiver. I was told of a man's being sworn in in the street during court week. I was 
told by a member of the order, I suppose. 

Question. Who was it that was operating in that way, in getting men sworn in ? 
Answer. Witherow was the one I heard of. 

Question, Did you hear of many men being sworn in during court week, or solicited 
to join ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Who was stirring lip that matter ? 

Answer, I never could get at that exactly, but I think that Witherow was the one 
who iuitiatetl them. 
Question, WsiS he chief 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Chief of that den ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. I don't know, but I suppose that he was influenced by some of 
those fellows from Cleveland to do it. 
Question. Did you hear he was ? 
Answm\ No, sir j I did not. 



Washington, D. C, July 22, 1871. 

JA]MES L. GRANT sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman, fMr. Poland:) 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer, In the county of Rutherford, State of North Carolina. 
Question. How far from Rutherfordton ? 
Answer, About twenty miles. 
Question. In what direction ? 

An8wei\ Up in the mountains — west from Rutherfordton. 
Question. 'What is your age ? 

Answer. I will be twenty years old the 13th day of next November. 
Question. Is your father living ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he is living. 
Question. Do you live with him ? 

Answer. Not now. I live in Rutherfordton ; I have been living there for the last 
week or so. 

Question. Have you gone to live there as your home ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I expect to live there all tjie time now. The Ku-Klux have threat- 
ened to kill me, and I had to leave home for fear they would kill me. 
Question. Is your father a farmer ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have left your father's home and gone to Rutherfordton in consequence 
of these difficulties ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you belonged to this order called Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueMion. What do they call themselves ? 
Answcfr. Invisible Empire of America. 
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Question. When did you join the order ? 
Jnsiver. Something like three months ago. 
Question, About the latter part of April f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you join it ? * 

Answer. I joined it up on a place called Young's Mountain, in a still-house. 
Question. Was there a meeting there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j there was a meeting there that night for the purpose of taking in 
several. 

Question. What did they call it— a " den ? " 
Ansicei'. Yes, sir; they called it a " den." 

Question. How long had that den been organized before that time ? 

Ansiver. That was the first time they had organized it ; they organized it that night. 

Question. Did they choose officers at that meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was chosen chief? 

Answer. William Edgiugton was chief. 

Question. Did they have other officers besides the chief? 

Answer. They had some that they called councilors; they had four councilors. 
Question. Can you tell who were the councilors ? 

Answer. Simpson Gilbert, James Gilbert, Merritt Noblit, and John Thompson ; they 
were the ones appointed the council that night, and the next meeting they put in Joii- 
athan Whiteside as one of the council. 

Question. That made five? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they have any officers besides the chief? 

Answer. They had not elected any other officers when I quit them. They were going 
to have some they called the " grand monks ;" I do not know who were put in for 
grand monks. 

Question. Did they administer an oath to you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who did that ? 

Ansiccr. William Edgington — he and Tom S. Ellet. 
Question. Can you state what the oath was ? 
Answer, Ko, sir; I don't know the oath. 
Question. You took it ? 

A7iswe7\ Yes, sir ; I took the oath, but I never learned it. 

Question. Can you tell any of it ? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; only a word or two. , 

Question. Was there anything in it about politics or political parties? 
Answer. Yes, sir. We were to hold to the' Ku-Klux party and denounce the radical 
party. . 

Question. Was there anything in the oath about keeping all the doings of the society 
secret ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you swear about that ? 

Answer^ We all swore we were never to divulge anything — no secrets and no signs. 
Question. What was to be done to you if you did divulge ? 

Answe)'. The rest of them were to kill us; we were sworn to do that; and then it 
passed along among them that if any of them in our den divulged anything they were 
to strip him, tie rocks to him, and sink him into a mill-pond, or some deep hole where 
he would never be found. Five or six were to be counted out of the den to go and do 
this. 

Question. Were you to obey all orders ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we were to obey all the orders. 

Question. Who was to give the orders ? 

Answer. William Edgington, ^ 
Question. The chief? 
Anstvei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you Imow what the duty of this council was ? 

Answer. When the chief or anybody else wanted anybody whipped or killed, the 
council was to sit on it and decide what to do with him — whether to whip him, or kill 
liim, or hang him, or gut him, or fcut his throat, or drown him, or anything. 

Question. This committee decided what should be done to a man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was to give the order to have it done ? 
Answer. Edgington was to give the order. 
Question. The chief of the den ? 
■ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were present at that meeting, do you think? 
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Ansxcer* About thirty-five the first night, as nigh as I can tell — something over thirty. 
Question. Did they have any disguises ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; they had three. 
Question, Were they all to have disguises ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they -were all to have disguises ; that is, to have their head and 
horns ; and then they were to have a gown made to wear. 

Question. Who was to get these disguises; was each man to get one for himself? 
Answei\ Each man was to get one for himself. 
Question. Did you get one ? 
Ansivet\ No, sir ; I never got one. 
Question. Did the rest of them get some ? 

Answer. No, sir ; nobody ever got any only these Edgington boys ; they had all got 
one apiece. 

Question. Before? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they got them before that den took place. This den was organ- 
ized, and was going to whipping right off; but William Edgington, the chief of the 
den, told them one night that Fayette Eaves had sent him word not to whip anybody 
or pester anybody till he gave orders. 

Question. Who was Fayette Eaves ? 

Answer. He was chief of the county; so William Edgington told us. 
Question. Did you ever attend any meeting besides that one ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether that den had meetings afterward ? • 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they had two more meetings, I think, after I left them. 
Question. But you did not attend any more yourself? 
Ansxcer. No, sir. They had two other meetings at Whiteside's. 
Question. Why did you not go ? ^ 
t4nsiver. Because I did not believe in them, and I had quit th^m. * 
Question. You did not like the organization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not like it, when I found it out. I did not believe in whipping 
a man that I had nothing against,' and persons with no arms of any description ; and 
I told them I was going to quit them. 

Question. When you found out the business of the organization, you ceased to have 
anything to do with them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. "When I found out the obligations of the order, I quit them. 

Question. Did you ever go on any raids ?. 

Answer. No, sir ; I never went on any raids at- all. 

Question. Do you know whether any of those who belonged to this den that you 
joined, ever went on any raids ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not know for certain whether they did or not. 
Question. You never heard any of ihem say whether they did or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether there were any other dens about in your part of the 
county? 

Answer, I do not know that there 'are. They report that there are several round 
there. 

Question. Did you ever hear it from any of the members ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard William Edgington say there was^ a den over in Polk 
County. He lives in that county, and he said there was a den right near him. 
Question. Does Polk County lie west of Rutherford ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. He lived over tlie line ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he lived, over the line, on the edge of Polk. 
Question. Did you know anything about other dens in your own county ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I did not, only as he told me. He said there was a den on the other 
side of me — in Mumford's Cove. 

Question, Did he tell you who was the chief of that ? 

Answer. He said Aden Rucker was the chief. 

Question. You saw the disguise that Edgington had ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I never was at any other den, except that one. 

Question. What kind of a disguise was it ? 

Answe)\ They were red and white ; the eyes and mouth were bound with white, and 
the horns were white. , * 

Question. There was a sort of a cap with a covering to come down over the face ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did they have a kind of gown or robe ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they had a red gown which came to near their ankles. 
Question, That was separate from the cap ? 
Ansivei*. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you ever see any other disguises except those ? 
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Aiiswer, Yes, sir ; I saw Joe Gilbert and Jim Cantrell disguised one Sunday night. 
Question. Was their disguise the same ? 

Answer, I was up at Lum Smith's. They came by there at night, with their dis- 
guises on. 

Question, Were their disguises like those that the others had ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; the same sort. 
Question, To what den did they belong ? 

Answer, The same den I did. They were the same fellows the Ku-Klux turned out 
of Marion jail. They were put in jail for a raid they made on that road. 
Question. Whom did they make the raid on ? 
Answer, Mrs. Murphy. 
Question, What did they do with her? 

Answer. They cursed her right smart, and got on tho horses and rode them off up the 
road. She followed them and tried to beg them to get off. They rode them off about 
two miles — a mule and a horse — and then turned them loose in the road and let them 
go home. 

Question. Who was Mrs. Murphy ? 

Aiiswer, She was Burt Miii-phy's widow. 

Question, A white woman ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What had tliey against her ? 

Anstcer, Because she believed with the radical party. 

Question, Was there anything else against her ? 

Answer. Nothing that 1 know of. She had been accused of having black men lying 
around there and staying. One staid all the time. He always did before Mr. Murphy 
died. He just staid on. 

Qijfstion. He lived there ? 

Ansker, Yes, sir. They got such a talk about his being too thick with her that he 
left and went to Kansas. Whether the report was true or not I cannot tell you. 

Question. Were there any other raids besides that in your part of the county ? 

Answer, No, sir; there was no other raid ^xcept that one. There were just four fel- 
lows in that. 

Question. And they were arrested ? 

Answer, They were arrested in a few days after they made the raid, and put in jail at 
Marion. 

Question. Were any arrested besides them ? 

Ansiver, No, sir, no more. 

QuLStion, How did they get out of jail? 

Answer, The Ku-Klux went and turned them out, something like four weeks ago. 

Question. How large a body of Ku-Klux went and lurried them out ? 

Answer. I think about nineteen or twenty-two, I forget which ; somewhere about 
there, more or less. 

(^)«,t^sa*ow. Do you know where they went from or who they were ? 

Ansiver. Well, I met a fellow the other day in Rutherford ton, who said that Edging- 
ton, and two of Jonathan Whiteside's boys, and Dr. McBrayer were in it, as he sup- 
posed. Jonathan Whiteside's boys were from Rutherford county j Edgington was from 
Polk ; and Dr. McBrayer was from Rutherford. Dr. McBrayer said that he and the 
other three were in it. 

Question. Did this man who told you this belong to the order ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. Tho United States troops went and took him up and fetched him 
to Rutherfordton ; aud when ho came down he told all he know about it. 
Question, Did he go on the raid to Marion jail? 
A)i8wer. No, sir, he did not ; he said he was not able to go. 
Question. He belonged to the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he knew all who did go ? 

Answer. He knew of those four that went. He said ho supposed a part of the balance 
came from South Carolina. 

Question. A part of the men who went to the jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what county is the jail ? 
Answer. In McDowell County. 

Question. Have you had any talk with any other members of any den ? 

Answer.. No, sir. • 

Question. None besides those you have named ? 

Answei'. No, sir. I never had any talk with any other den at all, only these two. 
Question. This organization was to act against the radical party, you say ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To what party did the members belong? 

Answer. Some of them were conservatives, aud some of them of the radical party. 



234 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question, Did some of the radical party belong to the order ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were a good many republicans belonged to it. 

Question. Are they republicans now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. t 

Question, Why did they want to join an order that was going to act against the radical 
party? 

Answer. They only joined it for fear they would be whipped or molested in some way ; 
and some of them only joined it to get to run their stills^ and make money that way — 
to run stills without paying taxes. 

Question, Do they consider that they can run their stills without paying taxes if 
they belong to this order ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they consider that they can run their stills without paying taxes, 
if the Ku-Klux party would be in power ; that they would put down the revenue, so 
that they could just run their stills pub.licly, and would not be interrupted. 

Question. Is that the understanding down there — that men can run their stills with- 
out paying taxes if they belong to this order ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What party seems to be in favor of this Ku-Klux organization , 
Answer, Well, the conservative party seems to be in favor of it.' 
Question. Is the republican party generally in favor of it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some of them are, and some of them ain't ; those that are running 
their stills are in favor of it. 

Question. As a party, are republicans generally in favor of itf 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are generally in favor of it — some of them are. 

Question. You said that some of them are in favor of it, because they wanted to run 
their stills ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. But how is it with those that have not any stills to run ? 

Answer. They are not in favor of it ; they don't attend it much ; they don't have 
much confidence in it ; they just belong to it to keep from being interrupted in any 
way. ' 

Question. You mean those that do belong to it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. The members of the radical party who do not belong to it, how do they 
talk about it ? 

Answer. They talk mightily against it; they do not believe in it at all. 
Question. If there are any radicals that belong to it, it is your opinion they joined it 
so as not to be disturbed by it ? 
Answer. So that they would not be disturbed no way at all. 

Question. And so as "to run their stills in safety ? j 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know anything about this raid at Rutherfordton on Mr. Justi<ie ? 
Ansiver. I never knew anything about it until after it. was done. 
Question. Did you hear any of the men who were engaged in it talk about it f 
Answer. No, sir. I never heard any talk about it at all. 

Question. You never heard any of the men who were engaged in it say anything 
about it ? 
Answe?\ No, sir. 

Question. How do the colored people feel in regard to this order ? 
Ansiver. They are all against it, all round the den that I belonged to. 
Question. So far^as you know, they are all opposed to it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; all opposed to it. 

Question. What sort of friends are the Ku-IHux organization to the colored people ? 
Answer. They ain't any friends to them at all. 

Question. There is great feeling of hostility between the colored people and these 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are the colored people afraid of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some of them are and some of them ain't. 

Question. Uj) in your part of the country the Ku-Klux have not done much the only . 
raid you know of in your county is that on Mrs. Murphy ? 
Answer. That is all the raid I know of that has been done in our country there. ' 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Is this organization intended to prevent the negroes fcom pilfering and 
stealing ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; to keep them from preaching, or holding oflSice, or stealing, or any- 
thing at all that way. ' 
Question. Are any negroes in office there ? 

Answer, No, sir ; none are in office about where I live. Some are in office, they said, 
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about Rutberfordton ; some bave been put in some kind of offices ; I don't know wbat. 
Tbey wanted to get all of tbem out of any office at all, so tbat tbey could get in office * 
tbemselves. 

Question. Tbo negroes are all rather fond of pilfering aMd stealing, are tbey not ? 
An8we)\ Most of tbem ; a good many are given to stealing. 
Question. Tbe object of this organization was to prevent tbat ? 
Ansicei\ To put it down. 

Question. Was tbat tbe principal reason for wbicb your people were organized, to 
protect tbemselves from tbe stealing tbat was carried on by the negroes ? 

Ansivcr. To protect themselves from stealing. If tbey beard of a man stealing any- 
thing, and found out for certain it; was him, tbey were to go and whip bim for it, make 
him own it if they could, and if tbey could not, tbey would whip bim a little anyhow. 

Question. You never went out on one of these raids ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I would not go. 

Question. Tbey did not bave any raids up by you ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir ; tbey bad a meeting once to go to Marion and turn those fellows out, 
and none of tbem hardly would go. They saidt hose fellows bad gone against orders, and 
they would not protect them. Those four tbat went on tbat raid to Mrs. Murphy's 
just got drunk one Saturday and took np tbe raid themselves; never let any of tbe rest 
of the den know anything about it at all. 

Question. Those men were imprisoned at Marion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Your people would not go to release them ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. When these troops came to Rutherford they were afraid they would 
run tbem off somewhere where they could not get to tbem, and I suppose some of them 
went ; but most of them, I suppose, came from South Carolina. Between eighteen and 
twen.ty-two went np and relieved them. 

Question. How came you to be summoned here ? 

Answer. Judge Logan sent a summons for me. Justice, and Carpenter, and be fixed 
it up among themselves. 

Question. Those three fixed tbo matter up ? 

Answer. I reckon tbey fixed it up ; I got a summons from tbem to come. 
Question. Did you have any talk with Judge Logan before you came here I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wbat did he say to you ? 

Answer. He never said much of anything. 

Question. Did he tell you wbat be wanted you 'to swear to? 

Answer. -No, sir; nobody ever told me what they wanted with me. 

Question. Did you make a confession before you came hero ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You confessed tbat you bad belonged to this order ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I confessed I belonged to it, and told him who had belonged to it, 
and all I knew about it. 

Question. I understood you to say that the particular organization you belonged to 
never committed any outrages ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; tbey bave never been on any raids or done any damage at all, 
except those four that went to Mrs. Murphy's. 

Question. You did not go with them ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Those fellows were drunk ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they were all drunk. One of them lost. bis hat iivtbe horse-lot ; it 
was a white hat, and bad his name on it. Mrs. Murphy got bold of tbat. 
Question. Those men were arrested ? 

Answer. Those men were arrested and taken up in a day or so. It was Saturday 
night when tbey went qh tbe raid, and they were taken up Thursday morning. 
Question. You went down to Rutberfordton to make your confession ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wbat induced you to do that ? 

Answer. Because I did not believe in this thing, and I thought tbat tbe bead 
leaders of it, the ones tbat started it, ought to be punished. 

Question. Tbey had not done anything according to your account ? 

Answer. Tbey had not done anything, of course ; but then they ought not to have 
made preparations for it. 

Question. Did you not make as much preparation as tbey did? 

Answer. No, sir ; I just sat and listened at tbe balance. I bad nothing to say or do 
with it. When I got to find out their business I quit tbem — would not listen to them 
or have anything to do with tbem. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :) 
Question. These men who belonged to this order, the Invisible Empire, what objection 
bad they to the negroes having meetings and preaching ? 
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Answer. They did not have much objection to it, only they said they did not believe 
* that the black people ought to be allowed to preach. Some of them thought that ; 
and some of them said they ought to be allowed to have a preacher of their own, and 
that the whites ought not to be allowed to preach to them. Some of them thought 
they ought not to be allowed to preach at all. 

Question, Had this society any objection to colored men voting the radical ticket ? 

Answer. No, sir; no objections to it; they never said anything against it. 

Question, 1 thought you said the object of the order was to help the democratic oc 
conservative party, and to put down the radical party. 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it was to put down the radical party ; but they never said any- 
thing about their voting, or anything at all. 

Question. But the object of it was to put it down ? 

Answer. To put it down. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

' Question. Did you go to live in Rutherfordton because you were afraid of being Ku- 
Kluxed? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I went there for fear they w^ould kill me ; I knew they would if I 
staid at home, and I went there to keep from being killed. 

Question, Were there any other persons there for the same reason ? 
Answer. There are no others there now ; they all went back home. 
Question. What is the reason they went home ? 

Answer. You see they have got these Ku-Klux all taken up around there, and there 
is not any danger now. 



Washington, D; C, July 26, 1871. 
NICHOLAS W. WOODFIN sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) This witness having been called by the members of the 
minority, he will be first examined by them. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In what part of the State of North Carolina do you live ? 
Answer. I live in the county of Buncombe. 
Question. In what town ? 
Answer. Asheville. 

Question. How loilg have you resided there ? » 

Answer. 1 was born and raised in Buncombe County ; I have lived in Asheville since 
1831. 

Question. What public positions, if any, have you held ? 

Ansicer. Well, I have never held any public positions, except that I have been a mem- 
ber of our State senate in years gone by for several years ; I was ten years a member 
of our State senate, from 1844 to 1854 ; and I was a member from our county*of the 
secession convention in 1861. 

Question. State, if you please, what is the condition of your State at present, and 
especially that portion of it in which you reside, in regard to the safety and security 
of person and property, and the execution of the laws ? 

Answer. Well, I should premise by saying that I have not attended my former circuit 
as a lawyer regularly since the war, and, for some short time before, I went to but few 
courts besides my own. I have been engaged in business that has taken me much out 
of the State for the last two years, or a year and a half. But from the knowledge I 
have been able to obtain of that immediate section of country, I do not thiuk there is 
any want of security to life or property. 

Question. What is the circuit in which you practice ; did I ■ understand you to say 
that you practiced now ? 

Answer. I practice in what was formerly the western circuit. I take now part of 
the two circuits farthest west. Buncombe court is the only one I have attended regu- 
larly since the war. I have gone to Haywood County to attend to a particular case ; 
and I have attended two weeks court in Henderson in some capital cases, two years 
ago ; and I have attended one term in the county of Transylvania. My partner attends 
those counties and the adjoining counties regularly, and we keep up a practice in 
those counties, including Yancey and Madison as well. 

Question. "Do you practice in Rutherford County? 

Answer. No, sir; I have not attended, Rutherford court for fifteen years or more; I 
have not been at Rutherford for more than fifteen, 1 ffuess. That is southeast of me, 
ou the eastern side of the Blue Ridge, and now in a different circuit ; it was once in 
my circuit. 

Question. What do you know of the existence of organized bands of disguised men 
•whose object is to violate the law ? 
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Answer. I have no sort of personal knowledge of them ; I perhaps am not in a place 
where I would be likely to know mnch of them. I would not bo likely to be intrusted 
wdth the secrets of that sort of thing at my time of life; I suppose those who are in it 
would, take younger men if they wanted jiartisans. I have no earthly ku owl- 
edge of their existence, except from hearsay ; and I suppose you have much more 
knowledge of that than I have, having seen so many persons from different parts of the 
South. I have never seen any ono who admitted that ho belonged to the order, though 
I know several who I understand from hearsay and report do belong to it. 

Question. Do you know, or have you heard, of any disturbances in Rutherford Coimty ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I have heard a great deal of them for the last few months ;. until 
then I had. not heard much. Higher up in tho State, and. over in Cleveland and 
Catawba Counties, I had heard of tho difficulties there, but less in Eutherford, until 
recently. I have now been away from home for nearly two months. It may have been 
three or four months since it commenced to become troublesome in Rutherford. The 
first trouble in Rutherford that made any decided stir in my part of the country was 
tho killing of some parties who were supposed to bo witnesses against some depre- 
dators ; I believe it had nothing to do with politics. There was some outrage of that 
sort committed upon some negroes — I am not sure whether they were negroes or white 
people — who were to be witnesses in tho court of McDowell against some offenders, 
about some liquor-stealing, may be. Those people killed in a very cruel manner some 
negroes ; I believe that was not attributed to any political feeling at all. 

Question. Who were the parties implicated in that ? 

Answer. I do not so much as remember the names now ; they were imprisoned, I 
believe, and have been carried now froiii McDowell court to the Federal court at 
Raleigh ; I have understood from the papers that they were transferred to Raleigh 
in the Federal court. • 

Question. Do you know how those difficulties originated, or when they commenced, in 
Rutherford ? 

An8we7\ No ; I do not. I do not now remember that anything that was attributed 
to political differences existed there until this outrage upon Justice and his office. 
That took place about the time I left home. I have been at New York now for several 
weeks on some business for my railroads. I heard much of it before I left home, and 
much of it from people passing backward and forward, of whom I saw a great many. 

Question. He was counsel, I believe, in some cases ? 

Ansicer. Justice? 

Question. Yes. 

Ansicer. I had not understood that ; I do not think he is a practicing lawyer. 

Question. He was engaged in some prosecutions against these parties. 

Answer! It may be ; but I understood he was the editor of a newspaper. He is a 
member of the legislature of our State, and I do not think he is a practicing lawyer. 
There is a Justice, a nephew of his, I think, who practices law there. 

Question. That is the man himself; he has been before the committee here. 

Answer. Then I mistake the man ; I thought it was the uncle, the older man, who 
was in the legislature ; the practicing lawyer is a young man — quite a young man. 

QueStion. This man is a practicing lawyer upon whom ihe outrage was committed, as 
he himself testified before the committee. 

Answe}\ Of what age, probably ? 

Question. I suppose thirty-live or so. / 
Ansicer. I do not know him personally. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. J. M. Justice, of the legislature, is the man upon whom the outrage was 
committed. 

Answer'. I did not know he was a lawyer ; I took him to be a brother of this j^oung 
lawyer^s father; he maybe practicing law now, though ; I do not know. I think 1 
have not been in Rutherford for fifteen or sixteen years ; may be quite sixteen. 

By Mr. Bl.mr : 

Question, You have none of these troubles in your county ? • 

Ansicer. No, sir — well, I do not know that I should say none. Near the line of Yan- 
cey County, within the county of Buncombe, I think, it was alleged that an act was 
committed upon an old woman by disguised men. I defended tho parties defendant. 
I suppose that grew out of a dispute about some land title altogether ; nothing about 
politics. As I understand, some disguised men whipped this old woman ; and in an 
adjoining county, Madison, close to that neighborhood, Judge Henry told me some 
time since, as he went home from court, that he had arrested some two or three men 
for whipping two negroes ; I believe one of them w^as a member of the republican 
party, and.the other a member of the democratic party. They proved an alibi, and the 
judge discharged them. Whether they got hold of the real offenders or not I do not 
know. I was not at home at our last c6urt, and I do not know whether they got them 
or not. 
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Question. Yon say that of the offenders in that case one helongeil to each political 
pai-ty ? 

Answer. So I understood ; I heard it in the neighborhood there from several persons. 

Question. Have you heard anything of this Biggerstatf case in Rutherford? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; that preceded the Justice case, I think. I heard a great deal ahout 
that, but nothing that could possibly be evidence ; I have it only from rumor. I saw 
the assessor from my county, Mr. Deaver 

Question. I wish to state to you, in reference to this matter of testimony, that the 
committee do not require a man to speak only from his own knowledge ; he can speak 
from information in which he has contidence, and upon which he places reliance. 

Answer. Well, I heard persons who had been over there — Mr. Deaver and others, who 
had been over there in reference to some distillery taxes, &c. — speaking of the Bigger- 
staff case, as well as of the murder of this man and his family. I do not remember the 
origin of the Biggerstaff difficulty*^ that is in the course of investigation, though, in the 
courts. I am sure they would be able to elicit the facts more fully than I know them. 
I understand he was very badly abused, very badly beaten, and that his life was 
despaired of for a while, but 1 understand he has since recovered. I do not know that 
I heard the cause of the attack on him; I think there is a difference of opinion about 
that. But he was badly abused, as it seems to be admitted by all. I think I have un- 
derstood that ho had been an active republican, an active partisan in elections, &c. I 
think I once knew Biggerstaff when I attended that court, but I am not sure it was the 
same man ; I knew se'v'eral men of that name. 

Question. Do you know anything about an affair which occurred in McDowell County, 
which is one of the counties in which you practice — the liberation of some prisoners 
there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I know what is said about it. Judge Henry wrote me since I have 
left home that they had turned out some prisoners ; I have understood that they turned 
out prisoners from there, I think, since I left home. I reckon it is certain they did 
turn them out, and I understand it was by disguised men ; whether those men came 
from Yancey, where it is reported there is an organization, or from Cleveland, or 
Catawba, or Rutherford, I do not know. I never had supposed there was an organiza- 
tion in Rutherford until I heard of this difficulty with Justice. I had supposed that 
the farthest west they had gone was in Cleveland, except near the State line of Ten- 
nessee and South Carolina. It has been reported that there was an organization in 
Yancey County ; and it was supposed those of thai organization had come across into 
Buncombe and into Madison and committed those offenses of which I have spoken. 
I have not been to the Yancey court since the war ; my partner attends there. They 
have thrown the courts so as to conflict, so that wo cannot attend the counties as we 
formerly did : they do not come on the same weeks. 

Question. Who is the judge in your circuit ? 

Answer. Judge Henry is in the circuit in which I immediately live ; Judge Cannon is 
west of me, and in three counties in which I formerly practiced — Haywood, Hender- 
son, and Transylvania. Judge Cannon holds those courts west and south of us ; Judge 
Henry holds north and northwest of my place, but he lives at my town. 

Question. Is there any obstruction to the execution of the i>rocess of your courts, or 
any difficulty in bringing persons to justice for crimes f ^ 

Answer. I think not ; no resistance to process certainly that I have heard of. I do 
not think that there is any general complaint of a want of fairness in our juries in 
rendering verdicts. If there is any defect, I suppose it all grows out of the want of 
testimony. The difficulty of obtaining testimony in certain offenses has been com- 
plained of in those localities of which I have spoken. But in my particular county I 
do not think such a difficulty exists, nor in Henderson, nor Haywood, nor any of the 
other counties. I have not heard it alleged that there was any difficulty in obtaining 
justice in those counties. Well, in Madison County, our solicitor, Mr. Lusk, who has 
been before you, by the w^y, complained that he could not get witnesses in Madison to 
go before the grand jury, or could not get the grand jury to find bills in some cases of 
this sort. I have heard that statement, too, from others, that bills Were not found. 
Different persons attribute it to different causes ; some of the lawyers who practice ^ 
down there think it is because the w-itnesses do not know, while it is alleged by Mr. 
Lusk and others that it was because they would not tell what they know. In the 
county in which I live I do not think such difficulty exists. With individual jurors, or 
with individual members of the grand juries, there may be more or less prejudice against 
men on account of color ; but I think it is confined to a very few men of narrow minds. 
I have defended a great many negroes there since the war, and I have not found any 
difficulty in getting fair play and fair jurors. I have never found one of those I defended 
who would put a negro on the jury ; they always want w^hite" jurors; I have defended 
some of them for th'eir Hves in that county ; some of them had their cases removed 
from Yancey, because of the fear of not getting a fair trial there — three capital cases 
that I know of. 

Question. It has been testified here before the committee by several witnesses that 
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tliese troubles originated for the purpose of deterring republicans, and negroes espe- 
cially, from voting. 
Answer. Yes; I have heard that alleged. 

Question. How is the fact in your district in reference to that ? 

A)mcci\ In my particular part of the country there is no interference with their vot- 
ing. They generally assemble by common consent near the ditFerent i)oll-boxes, march 
u)) in line, and deposit their ballots as they pass by; and I think no one would risk 
interfering with them in any way. Two years ago and more we had a serious difficulty 
got up on the day of election there, in which one man was killed and a great many 
others wounded ; a serious fight took place at the place of election. 

Question. In Bnncovabo'? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. In Asheville ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was one negro killed who had behaved himself very badly. 
He and a white man behaved very badly all day, each trying to get up a general diffi- 
culty, as we call it. He and two or three other colored men, and this white man and 
another white man, were quarreling, and each had clubs and were walking up and 
down the streets menacing the others during the day of the difficulty. They started a 
fight early in the day, which was suppressed by the sheriff. That quarrel kept up during 
the forenoon, and until, I suppose, maybe 2 o'clock in the afternoon, or later, when it 
culminated in a pretty general fight, firing, and throwing of stones, which lasted a minute 
or two only. I understood that it originated in this white man challenging the vote of a, 
colored man inside ; it was objected that he had no right in there to challenge, and he 
attempted to fight with one colored man in the yard afterward. They kept up that run- 
ning quarrel during the day. Peaceable men saw that they Tvere endeavoring to get up »a 
general fight, and they tried to avoid it. During the evening one colored man voted the 
democratic ticket, and some of them threatened to whip him, and others to kill him, for 
that. They surrounded him, some of the young men, to protect him with their pistols. 
This negro man that was killed was one who had been in the difficulty in the morning ; 
lie was foremost in making a threat against the negro that had voted the democratic 
ticket. Well, I was not immediately present then ; I was down at my office, had gone 
there a short time before ; but I was back while they were fighting. I gathered this 
from the testimony taken ; I was counsel for the white man who was imprisoned for 
the shooting, and the other white men who were indicted for rioting. Silas, the negro 
man they sought to attack, was surrounded by some white men for protection. This 
troublesome man, Ledford — he is a troublesome and bad man, proved to be so since — 
was knocked down by this negro man that was slain, as it was supposed. Ledford was 
on his hands and feet when the other was shot, as it appeared from the testimony. He 
ceased shooting, and it was thought he did not kill his adversary ; that his- adversary 
hatl knocked him down, and that he was shot by another man, as it was sui)posed. 
It never was ascertained by whom the shot was fired. There was a general firing ; the 
firing was very rapid ; there were eighteen colored men wounded j no white man was 
badly wounded ; I believe one or two were touched a little in the leg, maybe. This 
man was shot through the head ; he died that night. I got back as he was lying there 
bleeding; the negroes were all running away, and I met them as I was going there. A 
few persons pursued them a short distance, and then stopped. Two or three trouble- 
some men of each color originated that difficulty, and prosecuted the quarrel all 
through the day, and seemed to be determined to get uj) a general disturbance. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Did the principal causes seem to be the challenging^^ of some colored man's 
vote by some white man, and then another colored man voting the democratic ticket f 

Ansiver. Those seemed to be the two causes of the quarrel, 6ne early in the morning, 
and the other later in the day. 

Question. The' two together brought on a fight ? 

Answer. They brought on a fight which seemed to be general. 

Question. Can you give the date of that occurrence? 

Answer. I ought to be able to ; it was more than two years ago the fall court last 
past that the case was disposed of in court. I should say it was more than two years 
ago. Since that time we have had entire quiet there; each party seems to keep aloof 
from the other in electioneering and voting, except that the candidates go among them. 

Question. Can men now vote freely, regardless of politics? 

Answer. I think so ; I think no one would say to the contrary there, no one well 
acquainted with the country. 

Question. If a negro attempted to vote the democratic ticket, you say there has been 
a great deal of difficulty; is that wearing off? 

Answer. It is. This same colored man and two others in our town vote the democratic 
ticket, and have voted it ever since, as I undierstand it ; and at the last election I un- 
derstood a great many voted the democratic ticket. 
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Que/ition, Without disturbance ? 
Amwer. Yes, sir j I think so. 

Question, So that a better feeling is growing up on each side? 

Amwer. Yes, sir ; I think so. They may scold a negro a little if he votes the demo- 
cratic ticket, and it makes him a little unpopular with them. George, my servant, 
who waited upon me at the hotel a great many years, is a very good man. 1 talk with 
him a great deal, and he does not seem to be'airaid; he did not from the start think 
there was any great danger. He thought Silas made it worse by being a little insolent, 
hallooing for Seymour and Blair. Some of those who wanted to get up a fuss encour- 
aged him to halloo and huzza for Seymour and Blair, and then they set at him. I do 
not think either of the causes that day would alone have been sufficient to have caused 
any disturbance there. This man Ledford was committed, and a true bill found against 
him for murder. The case was removed to the Henderson court, and upon full exam- 
ination, upon habeas corpus, before Judge Henry, he thought the evidence did not jus- 
tify the prosecution going further, and the case went off. The case was tried before 
Judge Cannon; it was removed from Judge Henry's court. Upon his opinion, and 
that of his solicitor, Mr. Henry, his brother, who lives there — upon their opinion that 
it was difficult to ascertain who fired the fatal shot, they allowed the case to go off. 
At my suggestion, they allowed the jury to be impaneled, however, as I had witnesses 
there for the defense, and they allowed a verdict of not guilty to be rendered. Since 
that time Ledford has behaved very badly. He left the State, but after a while came 
back, and has been cutting up in the same way. He is not protected by any party ; I 
believe he is denounced more on the part of the conservatives than by anybody else, 
because they look upon him as a disturber of the peace — as one who would bring them 
into trouble if he could. He has had to go away again — has left there. All the young 
men indicted for rioting were let off at the instance of the* counsel on both sides. I 
appealed to the judge to stop the case with the view of allowing quiet to i)revailj to 
let .bygones be forgotten as much as possible ; to permit the soiicitor to enter a nolle 
pros.; to take a confession of submission, and to submit to a nominal fine for a riot; 
which they did, and paid the costs. It was approved by all the members of the bar ])res- 
ent, I believe, with but few exceptions. They said to the court that it was the best thing, 
for prosecuting it would only keep up bad temper, and imprisoning them would per- 
haps lead to farther prejudice. The judge advised it, and the solicitor took that course 
— took a submission, and they all paid the costs. 

Question. Was the judge a republican or a democrat? 

Answer. He was a republican— Judge Henry — who has been here before you as a wit- 
ness, I think. 

Question. Is the solicitor a republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he has been before you also. 

Question. Entries were made by the consent of the judge and the solicitor? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and by the i^ublic concurrence of the members of the bar generally. 
Since that time we have had no disturbance there on any public occasion at all. Well, 
there is more disposition to conciliate the colored vote now by both ]iarties. Since it 
was found that their right to vote is fixed, that it is unalterable, as they suppose, I 
think both parties are now seeking for their votes, and a great many of them voted on 
each side at the last election. I think these causes are pretty well done away with us. 

Question. Are there many of your people under disabilities in your region of the 
State?. 

Answer. A good many. 

Question. Is there much complaint made of the condition of your people on that 
account ? In other words, what effect would a removal of disabilities have upon you 
all? 

Answer. Well, I think it would have a good effect. I labor under disabilities myself, 
and a great many of my friends and acquaintances are under disabilities, some of 
whom, I suppose, would like to hold office, or at least would like to feel that they are 
eligible to office. I think it would do much good ; I cannot see any evil that would 
attend it. I think it would give us a much better representation in our legislative 
body than we have been having in the last two meetings of our legislature. I think 
we had a want of experience, certainly, among legislators in our two last assemblies. 
We attribute much of that to the fact that those who have had experience and have 
had the control of public affairs in the State are almost generally under disabilities 
now. Comparatively few of our people have been relieved— just now and then one 
who happened to have made timely application, or had it made for him. 

Question. Have not men who have been relieved from disabilities frequently been 
quite' as obnoxious to all the grounds of exclusion from office as men who are yet 
under disabilities ? Has it not been considered that the removal of disabilities has 
been a matter of favoritism nather than of justice ? 

Answer. I suppose it was because persons happened to be here, or had friends who 
made application earlier ; I do not know. I suppose it has generally been done by 
persons being more prompt in making application than otherwise. For instance, Gen- 
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eral Clirigman was relieved ; ho was like myself, except more effective during the war, 
until the final surrender standing up strong for what we supposed to be the rights of 
the South. I suppose he was as active as most men, and being a public man ho had 
much influence. He was relieved ; he happened to have friends here, and put in his 
application, and it passed through, I suppose. Judge Merrimau, who was from my 
town, was also relieved ; he is now at Raleigh. I do not know exactly how he stood 
during the war ; there is some debate about that ; but since the war ho certainly has 
be'en strong with the conservative' party, and against the republican party. Those are 
specimens ; wo have a few men relieved here and there through the State. I suppose 
it has been done because they happened to have a friend here that interposed for them 
earlier than the balance of us ; we happened to be more negligent in applying for it. 

Question, In other words, the keeping those men now under disabilities does no pos- 
sible good ? 

Answer, I do not think it does. 

Question. It keeps up bitterness and soreness 1 

Answer. Of course it is more or less a source of irritation to the parties who labor 
under it to feel that they are under a ban and not eligible to any position ; that is not 
likely to conciliate very much; on the contrary, it is irritating to most persons, more 
or less. And I suppose it would be more so to the younger men especially, who are 
aspiring in their hopes of promotion, tlAn it is to older people. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Have you any idea of the extent of this Ku-Klnx organization in the 
county of Yancey ? 

Answer. No, sir, I have not; I have heard it suspected that there is an organization 
to some extent there. I heard more of that from Major Rollins, who was with me. in 
Kew York, than from any one else ; he thinks it is limited in numbers in that county ; 
that probablj^ it had its origin in Tennessee, across the line ; he thinks it is sufficiently 
numerous to be somewhat dangerous in that locality, but he does not think that nrany 
of our citizens are concerned in it. 

Question. He thinks they come from over the Tennessee line ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and probably have extended the organization on this side. He 
thinks there are several persons there who are concerned in it ; whether it is progress- 
ing there or not I do not know ; I have no opportunity to judge. 

(Question. This colored man you spoke of being attacked in Madison was named Brooks, 
was he not ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that is another case. Brooks was attacked by the Hunnecutts ; he 
killed one of them and crippled the other ; I have heard that both died, and then I 
heard that but one died ; I am not sure how it was. 

Question. State about that Brooks case, as far as you have heard. 

Answer. Well, I was asked about that in New York several months ago, and denied 
it ; I had not heard of it at all until I went back home and inquired about it ; I heard 
more about it then. They lived in Madison, near the State line, as I understood. The 
colored man was attacked by two men by the name of Hunuecutt, he and his family 
outraged in some way. Whilj he was hiding from them under the bed he alleges that 
they made some attempt to have violent knowledge of his daughter, and he came out 
from under the bed and killed one with an ax, and crippled the other. What that 
grew out of I am not prepared to say ; I understood, but I do not know what it was — 
I understood among several persons there that they had been a set of freebooters along 
the line ; that they had not been opposed to this man in politics at all, but were them- 
selves republicans. I do not know that that is so ; but they were bad men, those Hun- 
necutts. I suppose this grew out of some prejudice against the race, not out of politics. 

Question. You did not understand that was a band of disguised men that went to the 
house of Brooks ? 

Answer. No, sir; I did not understand that there were any but these two Hunnecutts ; 
they were disguised ; I do not think it was understood that there were others with 
them ; I have not so understood it. 

Question. The case you .spoke of, where a body of disguised men went in a body, was 
a different case ? 

Answer. That was a different case ; Judge Henry spoke to me about it first, and said 
that he had issued a warrant to arrest two, and the magistrate the next day would 
have others arrested. But I think they never identified any of them, except one of 
those two, and he was perfectly satisfied that that one was not guilty ; that the woman 
was mistaken in identitying him. He was a republican, and very active against the 
supposed organization of Ku-Klux, this particular man that was identified ; the other 
she was so certain about proved an alibi, and he was a democrat. I have accosted sev- 
eral persons from that neighborhood, and arraigned them about it for allowing such 
a thing. They told me that it grew out of a slander orfe of those negroes had made 
against a respectable white woman, not out of politics or anything of that sort.. That 
was the palliation offered by some democrats I talked to, who were up at Asheville 
afterward, from Ivy and that neighborhood. 
IG N 0 



242 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. This was up in tlie mountains ? 
Answer. In the mountain regions. 
Question. And beyond the Blue Ridge ? 

Answer. And beyond the Blue Ridge ; we have eleven counties beyond the Blue 
Ridge. 

Question, You have had very little Ku-Klux disturbances beyond the Blue Ridge ? 

Answer. Very little ; none that I now remember, ^except these instances I speak of ; 
but whether they belonged to the organization, or were only individuals who disguised 
themselves and did it, I do not know. 

Question. As you come down from the Blue Ridge and get to the foot of the moun- 
tains, you first strike Rutherford County and McDowell County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have spoken of the disturbances in Rutherford County, and of the res- 
cue of tlie prisoners at McDowell. Then come the counties of Cleveland, Catawba, 
and Lincoln ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What have you heard of those counties for the last year or two ? 

Ansiver. There has been a great deal of complaint of Catawba the last twelve months 
or more, and moie recently of Cleveland. I pass there often. I pass Newton, which 
is in Catawba County, and Catawba Station. I had much to do with Dr. Mott, who 
is president of our railroad ; I am one of the directors. 

Question. He is president of the road that runs through that region ? 

Ansiver. He is president of the western road ; he and Dr. Powell, who was a former 
president of the road, live at Catawba Station. From them I heard more of this thing 
than from others. Dr. Mott is a republican ; I believe Powell is not. 

^Question. What did they say about it ? 

Ansiver. Well, that they had appeared at Newton on two or three occasions ] that 
they had run off a colored man, I believe. He lived there, and was said to be a bad man ; 
well, in what respects bad I do not remember ; but I believe no party defended him 
particularly. They had, in disguised form, notified him, perhaps had chased him, and 
he had to leave the country ; they threatened him. There were some cases of whip- 
ping there a year and a half^ or two years ago may be. The parties were brought up 
before Judge Mitchell ; I believe they did not identify them sufficiently to induce 
Judge Mitchell to bind them over. There was one man whipped there, said to be 
rather a respectable, plain man, by the name of Rhinehard, I believe; it led to a great 
deal of disturbance at the time ; I do not know if they ever ascertained the perpe- 
trators of the offense. I do not attend that court, but I believe they were never able to 
ascertain the persons who committed that offense. Lincoln is the county out-of which 
Catawba and Gaston were both made, and Lincoln is the center of the three. I know 
some parties said to live at Lincoln, but I do not remember to have heard of any out- 
rage committed in the county of Lincoln itself; I do not now remember any. 

Questien. Have you heard of it still further down, in Alamance, Rockingham, and 
along there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard of these things as they progressed, more especially 
when the military were down there. I have heard a great deal said about it, but I 
suppose that nothing^ I have heard could be information to the committee j I sui^pose 
you^must have heard quite as much and from persons having a more direct knowledge 
of the extent of these offenses. The Stevens murder was very much talked about. 

Question. That was over in Caswell County, along the Virginia line ? 

Answer. That was in Caswell County," near the Virginia 4ine. And the hanging of 
those persons in Alamance made a great deal of talk in our part of the country. I think 
it was as generally condemned in my part of the country by one political , party as the 
other. There was no toleration for it among our folks ; among the most of them ; 
there may be some exceptions. The most that I have known of that is from heariug 
the judges speak of it, and parties concerned in the investigation, and from reading 
the accounts of it in the newspapers. 

Question. Do you know whether any men of character, who lead public opinion, are 
implicated in these things ? 

Answer. I have heard a great many suspicions expressed, and opinions of individuals 
expressed, that A, and B, and C were concerned in it j but to say that that has been 
well-established public opinion in regard to these persons, I cannot say so. 

Question. You have no personal knowledge of any men of standing being in it ? 

Answe7\ No, sir ; I have no personal knowledge of any one beiug in it, or else I should 
have spoken of it publicly long ago ; I should not have favored it. 

Question. What has been the behavior of the colored inen in your section of the 
State? 

Answer. It has generally been good. 

Question. In those counties west of the mountains, of which you have been speak- 
ing, over beyond the Blue Ridge, there are very few colored men, are there not ? 

Answer. Comparatively few ; more in my county than in any other, I think ; there 
are very few in Yancey, Madison, Haywood, and Transylvania. 
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Question, How many colored men altogether do you suppose there are in Yancey 
County.? 

Aimvei', I have understood that there were only twenty-one colored voters there. 
Question, In the whole county ? 

Answer. Not more than that, I think. I douht whether there are fifty colorecl voters 
in Madison, or in Transylvania, or in J ackson ; there are more in Jackson, but not 
more than fifty, I reckon ; there are very few up there in any of those counties. I 
believe we have in Buncombe about four hundred colored voters. 

Question, How many voters in all have you in Buncombe County ? 

Answer, About twenty-four hundred. 

Question, And you have four hundred colored voters ? 

Ansiver. About that. In the main, our colored people have behaved very well. 
Question, You live in a section of the State where there are very few colored men ? 
Ansiver, Very few. 

Question, And that element is of comparatively little consequence in the way of 
voting ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it excites but little attention one way or the other, except in Ashe- 
ville, where the most of the voters are. 

Question, You say that at the riot that occurred at the ballot-box in Asheville there 
were eighteen negroes wounded and one killed ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, No white man was wounded ? 

Anstver, I believe there were two white men slightly wounded ; it could not have 
been serious or I would have remembered who they were. They commenced with 
sticks and stones, while the others had repeaters and shot at them. 

Question. The white people fired ? 

Ansicer, I think the colored men, some of them, fired ; some had very old pistols, but 
threw them down and ran away after a few shots. I suppose the others had better 
implements, and were more accustomed to using them, and so on. I met them as I 
came up from my office after I heard the firing begin ; I met them going in a crowd ; 
they ran very confusedly ; were very much alarmed ; even those who commenced the 
alfray were the most active in getting away. i 

Question. You thought that stopping the prosecution of these rioters would be apt to 
quiet down the public feeling there ? 

Ansicer. That is what we thought. We thought that it was for the good of the com- 
munity, and best for all parties, that there should be no further prosecution. I think 
that was the intention of those who moved it. Judge Bailey and I concurred in that ; 
he was formerly judge of our superior court for a great many years, a man of high char- 
acter, a good man. He is practicing law now. Colonel Coleman and, I believe, all the 
members of the bar concurred in that view, that it was the better course.. It met the 
views of the judge and of the solicitor, and I think they all concurred in the same opin- 
ion. However, I do not know what they have thought about it since ; perhaps the 
judge entertains a somewhat different opinion about it since. 

Question, Have you observed the course of the public press in the South in treating 
of these disturbances, the public press of the respective parties ? 

Ansicer. Well, I can only speak of what I hear said of the press; I do not take any of 
those papers. I never took the Standard for a great many years, nor the Sentinel ; I 
do not take any of those papers. I take no State paper outside of my own town, aud 
do not read them. There are two papers in my place that I take, one on each side. 

Question, What is the course of those papers, one a republican and the other a demo- 
cratic paper ? 

Answer. Well, the one who edits my own paper I am not on terms with ; I do not • 
speak to him ; he and I differ a great deal about many things. The course of the few 
leading papers there, I reckon, is very well known. A great many of them seem to 
apologize for, or to make no allusion to this thing; while, on the other hand, the others 
seem to make the most of it ; they seem to make it a matter of political contest, for 
continued abuse, on the respective sides. 

Question. You mean to say that the democratic papers are the ones which palliate and 
justify and make little of it, while the republican papers are those which denounce it 
and oppose it ? 

Ansicer, In the main. There are some democratic papers very decidedly against every- 
thing of that sort. 

Question, What papers are those ? 
Ansicer, The Old North State, in Salisbury. 
Question, How about the Telegram, at Raleigh ? 

Answer, I do not know; I do not take it. I have seen but two or three copies of that 
paper. 

Question, Do you know any other democratic papers except the Old North State aud 
the Telegram that have denounced these outrages ? 
Answer, I do not remember now. I do not see any of the North Carolina papers 
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scarcely, except those published in my own town. I see in those and the other papers 
that the general complaint with them is that that is the case, that they treat it as a 
party question, the one palliating, and the other making the most of it ; so that we 
may not have the moat entire confidence in the statements of either side touching it ; 
at least that is the way I understand it. 

By ]Mr. Buckley : 

Questimi. You state that you were a member of the convention that passed the ordi- 
nance of secession ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QucsHon. Did you vote for secession? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; we all voted for it. There was no dissenting voice out of the one 
hundred and twenty members. 

Question. You yourself are under disabilities ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you ever applied to Congress to be relieved ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I handed my application to Mr. Pool. It is before Congress, in a 
general bill, I guess. 1 gave it to Mr. Pool some time ago. 
Question. It has not yet been acted upon ? 

Answer. The bill in w^hich it is, I understand, has not been acted upon. 

Question. You think, then, that so far as you know, among your personal acquaint- 
ances, the relief has not been confined to parties, but generally to those who have 
applied for it ? 

Answer. I suppose that was so. The few persons I could point out that I coiild hear 
of being relieved, I suppose, happened to be here themselves, or to have friends here. I 
know that Colonel Davidson was relieved ; he was in the convention with me. 

By the Chairmaj^, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Is he a leading democrat in that section ? 

Ansxcer^ Yes, sir. I suppose it was like others, because he happened to be here ; he 
was here* frequently. I suppose it was got through in that way, while the others of us 
neglected to apply at the proper time. That is all conjecture on my part, however. 

By Mr. Buckley: 

Question. I did not quite understand you in reference to the whipping of the woman 
you spoke of. What was the cause of that whipping ? 

Answer. The case has not yet been tried. I have examined the case in my office, only 
of my own clients. I said to them that if they were guilty of whipping the woman I 
hoped they would be convicted. They denied having anything to do with it ; they 
said they could prove an alibi. The alleged cause of it was that she claimed the land 
on which her husband had died, and her dower in which she had released irregularly ; 
and she claims the land on that ground. One of these defendants owns tlie land, as 
he thinks, and has a suit pending for it. It was supposed she was abused about that — 
whipx)ed with rods. She is quite an old woman, and it was a great outrage. They 
were disguised. 

Question. I believe you stated that a great deal of difficulty is found in identifying 
the parties who commit; these outrages by reason of their disguise ? 
Answer. I suppose that is the chief difficulty. 

Question. You think that i^ the reason why these disguises are resorted to, to prevent 
detection ? 
Answer, I supp^ose so, of course. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 

Question. One question in regard to the husband of this woman who was whipped • 
What was his position during the war? 

Answer. I do not know that ; I do not know whether he was living during the war. 
She is quite an old person, and it was a great outrage, whoever did it. 1 think there 
is no allegation that it originated about anything else but that piece of land. 

Question. You heard that from your clients ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; only from my clients. One of them, by conseut, went free without 
day by paying the costs. The others declined doing so, under my advice, because they 
said they -were not guilty, and could prove it clearly. I told them it was due to their 
character as citizens that they should be able to prove themselves clear of it and stand 
a trial, and they are standing it. I was absent from this past court, and my partner 
was sick. Judge Henry wrote me that none of my cases were tried, except some of 
parties who were in jail, and I suppose that, with others, they were continued during 
my absence. I think it has nothing to do with political organizations. 
By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. You stated that it was your opinion that it would be better not to prosecute 
these cases for the riot that occurred there ; what is your opinion as to the propriety or 
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necessity ol* prosecuting this Ku-Klux organization, these men who are accused of going 
about in disguised bands? 

Answer. I think the reason of the thing is just the opposite to that which existed in 
the case I speak of. The case I speak of was one of a sudden quarrel gotten up by bad 
men on both sides; it created a great deal of deadly feeling between the colors in our 
town. I thought it would be better to let the matter quiet down as much as possible. 
This, I think, ought to be prosecuted with the utmost vigor. Where parties commit 
offenses in disguise they ought to be doubly punished, because of the difficulty of 
detecting them and the danger of the example ; that is the way I talk to them about 
it. I do not think the cases are parallel at all, or analogous. I think that Avas the 
better course in that casej there was nothing secret about that ; it was nothing but a 
sudden ebullition of passion suddenly aroused by two or three bad men on both sides 
bringing it about; some of them paid pretty dearly for it, too. 

Question, You think the best remedy against these outrages is vigorous action on the 
part of the Government ? 

Answer. Vigorous action on the part of the courts. The great difficulty is to procure 
testimony, it'seems to me, whatever tribunal you have. If the evidence could be had 
I think the tribunals that exist there would try them. The most of our judges are 
republicans, and the sheriffs are republicans ; there is no difficulty in executing the 
law if you can get the proof. I think the same difficulty would exist in Federal courts 
in getting the proof; that is the difficulty at last. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Do you think the same difficulty would exist in getting juries ? 
A7iswer. I think in some counties it Vv'ould be so, where they had very much influence ; 
it might be necessary to remove the cause, and by our laws you can remove it. * 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. The grand juries cannot be affected by the power of removal? 
Answer. They cannot ; that is so. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. In relation to the difficulty about witnesses, is it not a matter of intimi- 
dation, as well as a matter of ignorance, that prevents testiDiony being had ? 

Ansxcer. Well, it may be intimidation or it may be preconcert, previous idedges not 
to give testimony. 

Question. That would also be a trouble, intimidation or agreement not to testify ? 

Answei\ I suppose, from the testimony I have seen published here, that a part of the 
obligation of these secret organizations is not to divulge upon each other. I suppose 
out of tliat would grow a difficulty in getting testimony from them ; that is a mere 
matter of opinion, from what I have seen. There are some men said to be concerned in 
it that would be apt to visit their vengeance upon witnesses that vrould expose them 
and convict them ; I would not undertake to say that they would not do so in counties 
where thej^ are strong. Some half a dozen or more counties in the State have been 
agitated by them ; perhaps more than that number, but hardly a dozen, I think, that I 
have heard spoken of. 

By Jklr. Blair : 
Question. . How many counties are there in the State ? . 

Answer. There are some eighty-odd, not quite ninety counties. They have made so 
many new counties since I was last in the legislature that 1 do not know the number 
now. We had eighty-three or eighty-four the last time I took notice of it. We have 
eleven counties west of the Blue Kidge, in the section of country where I live, -a 
high, broken, rough country. We never had many slaves iu that part of the State, in 
those counties. Cleveland, and Catawba, and Iredell had not a great many. In the 
Piedmont counties there w^ero generally a few more slaves than in the counties beyond 
the mountains ; not many. I think, from what I could learn, that these particular 
counties, Cleveland and Catawba, and those counties not having very many slaves, 
have been more led on by a few leaders; a few leaders have put this thing on foot aud 
kept it up more than any general prejudice against the freedmen. There were not a 
great many slaves in those counties, not many. I think they were generally humane 
toward their slaves ; they were not i)eople who w^orked them hard ; those Catawba 
people were gentle, quiet people, good farmers, and very orderly people, as a general thing ; 
there were tew indictments, little or no debt, generally an orderly people in Catawba, 
Lincoln, and Gaston Counties. But there seem to have been some organizations in 
their villages that extended into the country and excited these acts ; I guess origin- 
ating with very few people. 
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Washington, D. C, July 28, 1871. 

H. W. GUION sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) As tids witness is called at your instance, Mr. Blair, 
you will please commence liis examination. 

By Mr. Blair ; 

Question. State where you live, and how long you have lived there. 

Answer. I reside in Charlotte, North Carolina, and I went there in 1869. I have lived 
in that yicinity for thirty years. I have also lived in Bladen County, in the eastern 
part of the State, during the war, from 1861 to 1869. I was born in the eastern portion 
.of the State, in Newbern. 

Question. State, if you please, what positions you have held in the State. : 

Jnsicer. Well, sir, I have never held any public position at all. I was president of a 
railroad from 1855 to 1863. 

Question. Are you ar professional man ? 
• Ansiver. I am a lawyer by profession. 

Question. Do you practice law now ? 

A nswer. I practice law in Mecklenburg and surrounding counties, in the circuit court 
of the United States at Raleigh, and in the supreme court at Raleigh. 

Question. The object of this committee, as you are probably aware, is to ascertain 
whether the laws are executed, and whether life and property are secure in your State, 
and especially in that portion of the State in which you reside. 

Answer. That is the obj^ect of the committee ? . 

Question. Yes ; that is the object of our investigation. 

Answer. I will answer the question in such form as you may suggest, directing my 
attention to particular matters. 

Question. Answer generally whether the laws are executed in your State, the laws 
against crime especially. 

Answer. Well, tliey are generally executed; the fault is in the judiciary, if anywhere. 

Question. There is a reasonable degree of security for life and property' in your State T 
» Anstver. Yes, sir ; life and property are perfectly safe. 

Question. They are perfectly safe in your State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is, in some places there are outbreaks, but this danger to 
property arises from these Loyal Leagues. There have been a great many lawless acts 
committed by the Loyal Leagues, so we suppose and have reason to believe — the burn- 
ing of bams, the destruction of cattle, horses, and mules. 

Question. Who compose the Loyal Leagues ? 

Answefi'. I believe they are chiefly composed of negroes and low white people. In the 
county adjoining the one in which I live, in Gaston County, within the last eighteen 
mouths, there have been a great many outrages committed — burning of barns and 
dwelling-houses. In some cases they have caught the parties. Now, I do not know of 
my own knowledge that it was done by the Loyal Leagues, because I know nothing upon 
the subject ; it is only from what I learned from those gentlemen in the county with 
whom 1 have associated. 

Question. I will state to you that you can speak here upon information as well as 
from personal knowledge'; the committee do not restrict a witness. If ycuhave infor- 
mation upon which you rely, you are at liberty to give us what you know in that way, 
and your means of knowledge. 

Answei: It was only last week that I got all the information about it that I know ; 
and I had not any idea that I would ever be called upon to testify about it, and there- 
fore I was not as close in my inquiries as I otherwise would have been. But I was in 
Gaston County last week on some business ; there was a public sale of some property 
there, and there were a great many gentlemen assembled there. After we got througiti 
with the sale, some conversation on various matters occurred. After a time the con- 
versation turned upon barn burnings. I inquired about that merely to pass away an 
idle moment. Several gentlemen gave me assurances that these burnings of barns and 
houses that had occurred in the county proceeded from the Loyal Leagues ; that they 
had arrested several of the offenders ; and that those persons who had been arrested 
said that their directions to burn them had come from the city of Raleigh, from the 
chief leader in Raleigh. 

Question. What is the Loyal League f 

Answer. Well, sir, that is' more than I know. It is the negroes and low white people, 
who seem to be banded together in a secret association, which is governed in the 
most remarkable manner, controlled from one end of the State, I believe, to the other, 
and has been. At our last congressional election a candidate was run on that side 
whose name had not been mentioned previous to the day of election, that I had heard, 
or that had been heard by a great many others j yet there was an almost unanimous 
vote throughout the whole district for that one person. 

Question. On the part of 

Amwer. On the part of the radical party, or the League j we call it the radical party. 
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but really in North Carolina it is not radical ; wo do not vote there on national politics ; 
they are never discussed. 

Question. What is the line of division ? 

Answei\ It is our State difficulties, and State troubles, and State debt j the inferiority 
of our judiciary department, in my opinion, gives rise to the whole trouble. I have 
always been of the opinion, as a lawyer, that the iudichiry department is the main- 
stay 'of a republican government, or of any stable government. It is the arbiter 
appointed by the law and the constitution, to which all difficulties between persons, 
and the punishment for crimes, shall bo referred. A party has a right to drag another 
party before this common arbiter for decision. If that arbiter is incompetent, or is 
corrupt, or is partial, of course there is loss of confidence ; there is no confidence in 
that department of the government. And I am pained to say that in our State our- 
judiciary system is a farce ; it is little more than nominal. 

Question. In what respect is it inefficient ? 

Answer. With the common people it is very often that you Ijear the remark that 
they expected the judges to decide so and so, politically; that they would bo moved 
by political influences, political preferences and partialities. Well, the great majority 
of our judges are utterly incompetent ; they do not know law. The people generally 
believe that they are moved by political preferences. 

Question. Does this opinion, which you say is generally held throughout the State, 
disincline the people to refer their differences to the judiciary ? 

Anstce7\ It inclines them in many cases to take the law into their own hands ; that 
is the law of nature. A man will seek his own defense if he cannot get it in any other 
way. It produces a tendency that way ; and then it does not require much of an out- 
break to cause a half a dozen men to club together to put down offenses. 

Question. Are there any organizations other than the one of which you have spoken 
— the Loyal League ? 

A}mve7\ I know nothing of the Ku-Klux organization, except what I have seen in 
the papers. I have never mixed up with them. I am mighty little of a politician. 
Question, That is not in your line ? 

Answer. I have never been a candidate in my life for anything before the people, 
and I do not know that I ever expect to be. I have attended to my business closely, 
and not interfered with anybody's else business, unless I was paid to do it. As to the 
Ku-Klux organization, I did not believe there was such a thing in the State until the 
trials before the judges at Raleigh last summer. I was perfectly surprised by the 
evidence that was introduced of an organization existing in Alamance County. I 
have no reason to believe that it exists anywhere else except there, and the recent 
developments made in Rutherford County, And the opinion that the troubles arise 
from the incompetency of the judiciary department is somewhat sustained in the evi- 
dence there, because Judge Tourgee, in whom very little confidence is placed, is jud^^e 
there. He is a foreigner, and thought to be a corrupt man, and Alamance is in his 
district. The troubles in Rutherford County are where Judge Logan resides. All the 
members of the bar in his circuit and district have signed a memorial to the legislature, 
which will be presented next winter, requiring his removal, for utter incompetency. 
He is totally incapable of administering the law. 

Question, Is it alleged, and do you believe, that this organization has originated there 
by reason of his incompetency ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; on account of his partiality in punishing criminals, and in not sus- 
taining the law as he ou^ht to do. This present difBcnlty— I have only heard of it-^ 
was because he has punished men improperly. I refer to this Biggerstaff difficulty, 
where a i?ian had taken his gun and fired into the house of another, and attempted to 
take the life of another there. He was brought before the judge, and was fined only §20. 

Question. What case was that ? 

Answer. That had something to do with the Biggerstaft case ; I never ferreted out 
the facts; I never felt much inclined to do so. It was a want of discrimination 
on the part of the judge in punishing offenders. The highest crimes were not punished 
as they deserved to be, and the people took to punishing them themselves. 

Question. .You do not recollect the particulars of that instance ? 

Answer, It had something to do with the Biggerstaff* case. There wt^re two families, 
and the radical had shot at some other member of the family, I believe, and attempted 
to take his life ; maybe he fired twice ; and he was only fined $20, after trial and con- 
viction. That was looked upon in that district as encouraging crime. And then the 
other parties were offended, and they took it into their own hands to punish him. I 
do not know any of the facts well enough, however, to state now what they were. 

Question. We have had before us here a great number of witnesses who have testified 
in refer A^e to this Biggerstaff case. There are two Biggerstaffs involved in it — half- 
brothers ; one, Aaron Biggerstaft^who it is alleged here, and it has been proved by sev- 
eral witnesses, was outraged on two sevei-al occasions ; the other is a half-brother, and, 
I suppose, a younger man, Samuel Biggerstaff. We have had no testimony from all 
these witnesses who have come here and have testified to the punishment inflicted 
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upon Aaron Biggerstaflf— no one has ever testified in regard to the circumstance you 
have now mentioned ; that circumstance has been withheld from us, or the witnesses 
did not know it. 

Answer. Well, I understood it as the fact. At this last spring court—the Gaston 
court — I was retained to prosecute a party for doing personal injury to another by the 
use of brass knuckles. I took occasion in that court to animadvert upou the judge's 
want of severity in his punishments ; and I alluded indirectly, not directly, especially 
to his manner of punishing those other persons. I told him that such slight fines as 
he was in the habit of imposing were only calculated to cause crime, and I insisted 
that in that case he should punish with more severity. He fined the man $75, when 
he should have been sent to jail for six months. The proof was clear that he used 
brass knuckles, that he beat a man at night, broke his skull all to pieces, and the doc- 
tor was there and took out bone after bone ; and yet he fined him only $75. 

Question. We have no testimony as yet in regard to the circumstance to which you 
aUudc. ^ 

Ansicer. Well, sir, that is a part of it. 

Question. That has been very carefully excluded from the consideration of this com- 
mittee. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) I think, General Blair, that you are very much mis- 
taken, if I understand what you refer to. The circumstances were detailed rather 
minutely in regard to the assault upon the house of one of the Biggerstafis. 

Mr. Blair. The circumstance was stated that Sam. Biggerstali's house was fired 
into. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) And the circumstances connected with the firing into 
that house, so far as the witnesses understood them, Avere stated very carefully, 

Mr. Blair. No single witness has stated here, when I have been present, that any 
injury whatever was done to Samuel Biggerstaff on that occasion. They have simply 
stated, so far as my recollection goes, certainly every witness I have heard testify, 
that this party, McGahey? fired into Sam. Biggerstatf's house; that he ran ahead of his 
part;^ and fired his gun into the house. But th(Te has been no one here who has testi- 
fied fo the fact now stated by Mr. Guion, that Sam. Biggerstatf was shot. 

The Witness. I do not know whether he was absolutely shot or not. I do not 
think he was. The attempt was made to shoot him, but, as I understood, he was acci- 
dentally lying upon the floor instead of lying upon his bed. The attempt was made 
to shoot him ; and then the slight punishment imposed upon the one who attempted 
to shoot him was a matter of common talk and regret throughout the country. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Was it believed in the community that his judgment in that ease was 
because of x>olitical considerations ? 
Ansiver. WeW, sir, it is generally supposed that has great influence with him. 
Question. And this led, as you say 

Answer. That and other causes of the same kind might have led to this disposition 
upon the part of the people to take the law in their own hands. In fact, in these cases 
of burnings and injuries of that kind, there is scarcely any other remedy, because they 
are committed by parties in the dark hour of the night, and* it is almost impossible to 
detect them. Persons are living in momentary danger of being burned out of their 
houses and homes, and they would naturally rise up and go and take each other's cause 
in hand, because you cannot prove the thing absolutely m court so as to convict the 

arty of arson, and yet you may have good ground to believe who did it, and you may 

ave every reason to believe who did it, but the evidence may not be strong enough to 
convict him in court, especially if there is any disposition on the part of the public 
officers to screen him. 

Question. Such a disj)Osition as is supposed to exist in that circuit ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Judge Logan objected to because of his ignorance, and of his partiality 
also to this class of persons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we did not put that in our article. We drew up articles to be pre- 
sented to the legislature, but we did not state that he was corrupt. Wo thought we 
might be called upon to prove the matter, and it might be disagreeable. We just jmt it 
upon the ground of his utter incompetence, and that every one will testify to ; even 
his own party w|ll testify to that. 

Question. And that is the ground upon which the organization known as the Ku- 
Klux organization justifies itself? 

Answ&r. That is the only ground, I suppose. 

Question. That it is impossible 

Answer. I do not know of my own knowledge that there is a regular Ku-Klux organ- 
ization there. I never heard that, but that it is more what you Avould call the lynch- 
ing system. Parties band together and go and take each other's part and protect each 
other, make common cans© where they are mutually injured. I do not know that the 
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Kii-Klux exist there, I have not seen the testimony which I understand they have 
taken, I have not interested myself in it at all. 

Question. You understood that arrests had been made ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and that they were coming in and confessing what they had-doue ; 
to what extent I do not know. 

Question. Is there anything of this description in your county ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of it until I saw in the New York Herald that H. W. 
Guion Avas here to testify as the chief of the Ku-Klux in that county. I had sent word 
on here that I wanted to be excused, to attend my court. If there are any Ku-Klux ifi 
^leckleuburgh County I am not aware of it, nor have I reason to believe that a member 
■of that order is in that county, if there be such an order. 

Question. You say you asked to be excused ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I sent a dispatch for that purpose last Friday night. 

Question. Did you hear anything from here in response to your request to be excused ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was excused on Saturday; I was away in Gaston County, and 
that is the dispatch I received on Friday night when I got home. They sent it down 
to my house about 9 o^clock, I reckon. This is the dispatch I received the next day, 
and here is the one that came to mo on Monday night. 

[The witness showed four telegraphic dispatches, as follows: 

"Washington, July 19, 1S71. 

"Haywood W. GmoN, Meclclenhurghj North Carolina: 

" You are wanted here forthwith as witness for congressional committee investigating 
condition of Southern States, Answer by telegraph. 

"J. R. FRENCH, 
Sergeant-at'Arms, United States Senate.^^ 

" Charlotte, North Carolina, July 21, 1871. 
" To Jno. R. French, Sergeant-at-Arms, United States Senate : 

" I ask to be excused for a brief interval, as our superior court commences next week, 
and I am retained as counsel in many cases. 

"H. W. GUION." 
"Washington, July 2*2, 1871. 

"H.W. Guion: 
" Committee excuse you. 

"J.R.FRENCH, 

" United States Senate." 

"Washington, July 24, 1871. 

"H. W. Guion, Charlottej Korth Carolina: 

" Committee decided this morning to insist upon your immediate attendance, and 
instruct me to so inform you. 

"J. R. FRENCH, 
" Sergeani-at-ArmSj United States Senate.""] 

The answer which I sent back was this, to be excused for a brief interval, as our 
superior court commenced next week, and I had been retained as counsel in many cases. 
Then I received a disi)atch the next day excusing me. I was very glad to receive thiat 
dispatch, for that was the first opportunity we have had of trying cases on our docket 
for the last two or three years. We have a good judge ; he is appointed to hold the 
court until he finishes the docket. I have a great many cases on the docket, and I do 
not know when we will get another chance to try the cases. Aftei* I saw the reporter's 
announcement in the New York Herald that I had been summoned, and had tried to 
. shirk examination, because I was chief of the Ku-Klux organization in Meckleuburgh 
County, I w as the more willing to come up. 

Question. The Sergeant-at-Arms was not authorized to excuse you. 

Answer. Mr. Pool explained to me this morning that it was a mistake ; that it was 
-written " can't," and it was read, " Com'tee excuse." 

Question, There are no Ku-Klux in your county ? 

Ansivcr. If there are I never have heard of them, and I do not believe it. 

Question. If you are at the head of it, it is a very harmless Ku-Klux. * 

Answei'. Very harmless. Some say that Mr. Ham. Jones, in my county, is a member 
of the order. We are members of the bar, and we have associated together very freely,- 
and I have no reason to believe that be is one. Although we are very intimate, em- 
ployed together in the same cases very frequently, if he is a Ku-Klux he has kept it 
from me most efl*ectually. We have good order in our county, with the exception of 
some lawlessness among the blacks ; they have committed several outrages, barbarous 
murders, and other crimes, rapes, &c. 

Question, Are they generally punished for those crimes by the courts ? 
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Answer .When they are caught they are. Our last court was taken up for two 
weeks with the criminal docket. The whole term was devoted to the criminal docket, 
and several cases continued over. 

Question. Were those mostly cases of negroes ? 

Answej\ Yes, sir. The idea to my mind is horrible that negroes would go, two or 
three of them, and club a man and kill him for the sake of getting $13 that they knew 
he had in his pocket. It was proven that three of them deliberately killed a white 
man j one knocked him down with an ax, and another stepped up and took the ax 
a-nd split his head open, because they had seen him receive $13 the day before. One of 
them was put on the stand, and he stated all the facts ; he said it was simply to get 
the money. 

Question. You say there is a great deal of burning of barns, &c.1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that done principally by negroes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; altogether, I believe. 
Question, For what purpose ? 

Answer, The story that we get is that it was done by instructions from Raleigh, 
Question. What do you understand by that ? 

Answer. We nnderstand by that that the head of the League is in Raleigh, or was in 
Raleigh ; it may be broken up now. But when the burnings took place last year we 
nuderstood it was by directions from headquarters. 

Question. For what purpose were those burnings committed ? Did you understand 
that there was any object in view, or was it simply for devastation ? 

Answer. It was father to intimidate the leading and influential parties of the county, 
I suppose ; I do not know what else. 

Question. To prevent them from taking an active part in politics, or using their influ- 
ence against them ? 

Answer. Really, I cannot say. 

Question. Probably this is not a matter susceptible of complete and absolute proof? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. But you can state what is the conviction of intelligent people in your State 
as to the object of these hurnings by these negro leagues. 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot answer the question as to what the conviction is; I have 
had so little to do with it that I look upon it only as an arson. If it comes before me 
professionally I take hold of it. 

Question. Do these crimes create alarm among the people of the country for the se- 
curity of their property ? 

Answer. They do in those counties where they are common ; in Gaston County, where 
it was common, it did. 

Question. And from that springs the forming of these associations, with the idea of 
self-protection ? 

Ansiae7\ I have no doubt of it. 

Question. For the protection of themselves and their property ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I have no doubt of that. I know that last summer, I think it was, 
several gentlemen told me that they were in danger of their lives ; that they were in- 
formed by some of the League>meu that they were to be killed, that they were to be 
banged ; and the manner in which it was to be done was detailed ; that they were there 
in Dallas, the county-seat of Gaston County, and that there were several men who were 
to be punished, just about the election or before the election. 

Question. For what purpose? 

Ansivcr. To intimidate them, I suppose. 

Question. For political reasons ? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir;, to intimidate them and punish them, by persons having malice 
toward them ; it was because of the hostility between the parties, I suppose. 

Question. And in your judgment these organizations, if any exist, have arisen 

Answer. I have no doubt of it — as a counterplot to the objects aud lawlessness of the 
Leagues. 

Question. They felt they were not protected by the courts ? 
Answer, That thay could not receive protection from the courts. 
Question. And that adequate punishments were not inflicted ? 

Ansiver. It was not so much the fault of the courts, perhaps, but it is the fact, that 
these crimes are perpetrated by a class of people that we do not know. The negroes 
are not known by the white people generally ; they do not know them upon the day 
of election. Crimes are perpetrated at night, when people are asleep; barn after barn 
is burned ; and as they cannot be brought into court and punished, the people have 
taken the law into their "own hands, and combined to x>ut it down as well as they can. 

Question, You believe that to be the origin of these combinations which arc said to 
exist? 

Answer. I believe it. I believe if there had been no Loyal League in North Carolina 
there would have been no Ku-Klux, or clubbing together of the white people there. 
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Question. You "believe that one gave cause for the origin of the other ? 
Aimver, I have no doubt of it. 

Question. These Loyal Leagues were political in their character ? 
Atmcer, Yes, sir ; formed for political purposes. The purpose originally was to unite 
them together and make them vote as they were directed to vote by their leaders. 
Question. Were they all' sworn? 

Answer, Well, I understood so. I think it was testified in the case tried in Raleigh 
before Judge Pearson, chief justice of the State, that they were sworn and had oaths ; 
I do not know what the character of the oath was, but the testimony was that they 
were sworn in the Leagues. I do not know whether the organization is kept up yet or 
not. Still the negroes operate upon each other, so that one dare not depart from the 
ranks : they are arrayed yet in a solid phalanx. 

Question. And in the cases of trial for burning barns, you state that the negroes made 
confession ? ' 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; in some cases they made confessions; at least it was ascertained 
in such a way that they knew who they were ; I do not know that they made any 
direct confession in court. 

Question. In- reference to their doing these acts in pursuance of directions from 
Raleigh,* you say they made confession to that fact? 

Answer. That was ascertained. 

Question. From the negroes themselves ? 

Answer. I do not know that it was ascertained from the parties who did the deed, 
but from parties who were cognizant of the fact. That is the general belief in Gaston 
County ; so I was informed last week. 

Question. Did such occurrences take place elsewhere as well as in Gaston County ? 

Anstcer. They did, in the middle portion of the State, around Raleigh, in Harnett, 
Wake, and Chatham Counties ; a great many barns and other buildings were burned 
there. But of that I know nothing personally ; they were too far off for me. 

Question. Was there anything of that character in Rutherford County? 

Anstcer. Burning of barns? Well, I do not recollect that I ever heard of a case 
there. I never read the papers from Rutherford ; that is about eighty miles off, sev- 
enty-five or eighty miles from me. I do not recollect hearing at this term of any case 
in Rutherford. 

Question. I wish you would give the committee your best recollection of the origin, 
and of the causes, as well as you can recollect them, of the Biggerstaff difficulty. 

Answer'. Well, I wish I was able to do so. I heard of the facts, but I did not treasure 
them up in my mind ; I would do injustice to some parties if I was to attempt to make 
a detailed statement. I have heard them repeated, but the names of the parties and 
the facts generally have escaped my recollection, I only recollect the chief fact of it 
was the impression upon my mind that an inadequate punishment was inflicted upon 
wrong-doers in Rutherford, such as was calculated to increase crime. As to the details, 
I am unable to give them. 

Question. I believe those who were engaged in the outrage upon Biggerstaff have 
been pursued with considerable vigor. 

Answer, A great deal ; it has acquired a degree of importance far beyond the merits 
of the case. 

Question, Then what you say in regard to these things not being pursued with a 
great deal of vigor must apx^ly to the acts and conduct of Biggerstafl", not to those who 
assailed Biggerstaff? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and it has incensed the community to a great degree. ^ 
Question. Did you understand that Aaron Biggerstaff gave the first offense I 
Answer. I do not know the particulars of the difficulty ; I have heard them detailed, 
but I do not recollect them. 

• Question. Well, did you understand that he fired at Sam. Biggerstaff, or that some of 
the party that were with him fired at him ? 
Answer. I am not able to answer that question. 

Question. But, as I understand you, this Aaron Biggerstaff was tried 

Answer. And fined $20 or |25, I think it was $20, for an attempt to take life, for 
shooting into a man's house. 

Question. To take the life of his half-brother ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and there were other fines in other cases that showed the same 
leniency on the part of the judge. 
Question. In other cases ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question.' jyo you practice before Judge Logan ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he is the judge of my circuit. 

Question. Then you can tell the committee whether he is partial in his judgments? 
You have been present at these trials ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have been present at the trials : but we could only call it a want 
of discrimination ; he would fine one man so very heavily and another very lightly. 
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You could not call it corruption ; it seemed to be a want of discernment or discrimina- 
tion. 

Question. Was there anything in the political record of the parties 

Answer. I cannot say I ever noticed anything of the kind. 

Question. Were you present in court when he disbarred one^ of the lawyers ? 

Answer. I appeared for Mr. Schenck in the case. 

Question. What were the circumstances of that case ? 

Answer. Well, Mr. Schenck wrote a letter to you, I believe, and it was published in 
the Washington papers. As soon as Judge Logan read it, he became very mad ; he only 
read it a day or two before the Gaston court. We were together at Lincoln court, 
which immediately precedes Gaston court, and everything went on there as usual. On 
Monday the Gaston court commenced ; and as soon as the judge took his seat on the 
bench he entered a rule disbarring Mr. Schenck from that Monday until the Saturday 
following, on account of having written that letter, which was published in the Wash- 
ington Patriot, I believe ; he entered that order on the docket. Well, we have a stat- 
ute prohibiting a judge from disbarring a lawyer or an attorney, unless the party 
has been previously convicted of a crime incompatable with his duties as an. attorney ; 
the judge did not know that there was such a statute. On Wednesday 'we called his 
attention to it, had a copy of the act in court, and read it to him. But he would not 
listen to it ; he held Mr. Schenck disbarred during the week, and appointed Saturday 
for the hearing. We took it up on Saturday, but he still disbarred him, notwithstand- 
ing the statute was express. Mr. Schenck took an appeal to the supreme court, and 
had the case reversed. Mr. Schenck neither admitted nor denied having written the 
letter, on the ground, as I may state, that the statute in relation to disbarring attorneys 
is framed in the alternative ; that unless a party has been convicted before a jury of an 
offense which is incompatible with his duties as an attorney, or has confessed the same 
in open court. I advised Schenck not to answer at all, but just put in the plea and rely 
upon the statute ; because if he put in an answer at all, it might be taken in itself to 
be an admission in open court. 

Question. That would be a reiteration of the language in open court? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and would be regarded as a confession in opfen court, which might 
be tortured to mean a confession in open court sufficient to justify the rule of the judge 
disbarring him. Therefore he relied upon the plea. 

Question. What was in the letter that Judge Logan took exceptions to particularly ? 

Answer. The general tenor of it ? 

Question, The general tenor of the letter ? 

Answer. The whole of it he regarded as libelous, I suppose. 

Question. Do you recollect the general statement of the letter ? 

Answer. I do not now fully. It stated that Logan had sent on here a statement that 
he could not hold court in Cleveland, which was a falsehood, for parties had been sent 
to him to escort him down, with assurances that he should not be hurt ; and he actually 
did go on and hold the Cleveland court. Then the letter went on to state about some 
troubles as to this Biggerstaff case. 

Question. Did he not assert roundly in the letter that the, Biggerstaff matter was an 
affair entirely of personal difficulty between individuals ? 

Answer. Altogether an individual matter. 

Question. With no reference to politics in any shape ? 

Answer. None. 

Question. Is that your understanding of it ? 
Answer. That is my understanding. 

Question. Is that the general understanding of the community ? 

Answer. I suppose this Biggerstaff matter was wholly a personal matter, and had 
nothing to do with politics ; I never heard it suggested that it was anything else. The 
understanding was that Aaron Biggerstaff was a particular political friend of Judge 
Logan, and that he had taken up his part very warmly, and given him the aid of his 
judicial powers. 

Question. Is it not the understanding that much of the difficulties which have followed 
this Biggerstaff affair, which I think was among the drst difficulties in Rutherford 
County, is it not the belief and understanding that most of them have arisen out of 
this Biggerstaff difficulty ? 

Answer- I think that is generally understood. 

Question. That persons taking part on the one side and on the other, it has led from 
one outrage to another ? 

Answer. I think so. I understood that it had inflamed the minds of the people very 
much, especially the dragging them down to Raleigh, which was a very harsh act. I 
understood that they had been arrested some three or four times, bound over, impris- 
oned, and at last carried to Raleigh. They were very poor people, and it was in crop 
time. The people in Rutherford were highly incensed, and I think that if there were 
no United States troops there at this time in all probability there would be blood-shed; 
it has gone to that length in Rutherford County, 
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Question. And it arose entirely, or almost altogether, cut of this Biggerstaff difficulty? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question: And that?, in fact, was a personal affair between the parties ? 
Answer. Altogether so. 

Question, And it had no reference to politics ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It has been stated here in testimony that this organization, and these 
particular demonstrations, were intended to bring ahout a condition of intimidation 
upon the part of the republicans in that county, and to enable the democrats to carry 
it in this election ; that testimony has been given here. 

Answer, Well, I never supposed there was any such necessity, because I think the 
republicans were about two to one in that county. They had all the power themselves ; 
they had all the force there ; and it would hardly look probable that the weaker party 
would endeavor to intimidate the stronger. 

Question. Is there any such statement in Entherford in reference to this matter ; is 
that believed to be the fact ? 

Answer. Up there t 

Question. Yes. 

Answer. Well, I have not been there ; I do not know what is the feeling there ; my 
residence is eighty miles off. I have understood recently that the parties up there 
were very highly inflamed, and that they would probably have very serious times if it 
were not for the military. Now, Eutherford is unfortunately situated in having Judge 
Logan as the judge in that county ; ho has always lived tuere. The judge has his own 
political and personal friends, and the other side are as bitter against him as he is 
against them. It is more personal than it is political in that county, I think ; though 
politics, I suppose, are mixed up with it naturally. He and his party side together ; 
you can hardly keep politics- out of any association. And this Biggerstaff matter has 
aroused a state of feeling and indignation and warmth on both sides which would prob- 
ably not have Recurred in any other county, owing to the fact that the judge is living 
there, and is incompetent to manage difficulties. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Do you know anything about this matter the papers are giving so much ac- 
count of, that is going on in Eobesou County, I believe? What is the name of that ? 
Answer. The Lowry gang. 
Question. What is that? 

Answ€i\ A set of assassins banded together ; it has nothing to do wHh politico or re- 
ligicfn ; they are a set of cut-throats and assassins. 
Question. Is the band composed of negroes ? 

Ansiver. Or half-breeds ; it is a perpetuation of an old mulatto stock that has lived 
in that part of Eobeson County a great number of years. In that county is a little 
river called Lumber Eiver, and on the north side of it is very swampy. That part of it 
has been given up to this free colored population for years and years ; they have lived 
there by themselves ; it is called Scuffletown. They are a very poor set, and I suppose 
that during the war time they have learned how to kill and murder, and since the war 
they have been very tronblesome. 

Question. They are mixed with Cherokee blood ? 

Answer. Some people say there is a little Indian blood in them, but they are generally 
considered mulattoes. They, are a very worthless, trifling people, or they were when I 
knew them, seven or eight years ago. I was president of a railroad, and we were build- 
ing a railroad right through that county; and I wanted to get these people to dig a 
canal. But they were so lazy, I could not get them to work until bacon got up to 25 
cents a pound, and then they would go out and work just long enough to get a little 
bacon and then they would carry it away. 

Question. Is there a large band of them ? 

Anstcer. I do not know the size of that band ; I do not suppose many of them have 
joined with Lowry, though I suppose they have affiliations with him. There are two 
or three thousand of them there, and have been for many years. 

Question. I see by your census returns that in 1860 you had 30,463 free colored persons 
in your State. 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. Well, right in that neighborhood, now, were between two and three 
thousand all in one body living by themselves. They were very innocent and inof- 
fensive in those days, before the war ; they had their own body of land together ; they 
were very poor ; and depended agreat deal upon the county wardens of the poor. 

Question. And it is that set of fellows who are doing all this mischief in that region 
of country now ? 

Amiver. Yes, sir. I do not thinkit has anything to do with politics or religion. I 
think the devil is influencing them altogether by himself. It ought to be put down ; 
if it was in any other county in the State I suppposo it would be put down by the 
Ku-Klux organization, or something else. 

Question. Do they go to the houses of planters and steal what they want ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; they have done just "what they pleased with impunity. It is a dis- 
grace to the county to tolerate it. If it was in my county I would join the Ku-Ivlux 
myself to put them down. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You would unite in any effort to put them down ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. The State government has not done much. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. You are too hard for me there. They have had the judges, and attorney 
general of the State, and United States troops, and several United State commissioners 
in Rutherford for the last two or three weeks, investigating the Biggerstalf troubles ) 
but nothing has gone to Robeson ; Robeson seems to be passed by entirely. 

Question. There is no resistance in Rutherford to the law I 

Answer. None at all. 

Question. There is in Robeson ? 

Ansiver. In Robeson the United States Government and the State government are both 
defied. 

Question. Everybody is defied there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, The authority of the Government is defied ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And yet no effort is made 

Answer. No effort is made to suppress that outbreak. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. Are these colored men in Robeson County supposed to be republicans ? 
Ansiver. I never have heard anything as to their politips one way or the other ; we 
have always looked upon them in that part of the world as a set of heathen/ 

By Mr. Blair: % 
Question. How does that county vote ? 
' Answer. I am not politician enough to tell you. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. Who is the representative from that county in your legislature f 
Answer. I do not know. I do not know whether those people vote there or not ; I 
suppose they do. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Most of the white people in that region of the country vote the democratic 
ticket, do they not ? 

Ansiver. Weil, I expect there are a geat many of them who vote the other ticket in ( 
Robeson. 

Question, Not as many as one-half? 
Answer. O, no, nothing like that. 

Question. Then the negroes * ^ 

Ansiver, Make up the balance. 

By Mt, Beck : 

Question. Do you know how the county of Robeson is divided as to the whites and 
blacks ? 

Answer, No, sir. I should think the hlacks would preponderate j that is just a guess 
of mine. In most of the eastern counties we have a very large black population. The 
white population is generally in the western part of the . State. 

Question. How are your judges elected or appointed? 
^ Ansiver, The judges were elected this time under the new constitution by general 
ticket. I do not know how many names were put on the ticket, but we elected 
seventeen judges, twelve attorneys, and State and county officers. Everything was 
put on one piece of paper, a general ticket, and ]}nt into one box. 

Question. Were the judges all over the State elected on general ticket ? 
• Answer. Yes, sir, the supreme court judges and the superior court judges. 

Question. Was this done under military orders under the reconstruction acts ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, by military orders, and at very short notice; with very indifferent 
mails, and with little opportunity of knowing or judging of the character of the 
persons. And a great many were disbarred from voting, were disqualified. 

Question. All those disqualified under the reconstruction acts were prohibited from 
voting for judges in your State ? ' 

Ansiver. I think so. 

Question, They were all elected on general ticket at the same time that Holden was 
elected ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
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Question. And of course they -svere all republicans ? 

Answer, All except one. Both parties agreed upon Colonel Anderson Mitchell. Ho 
is a very old man, and every party had confidence in him. 

Question, So that, under the military management of the reconstruction laws, all the 
machinery of your State government was thrown into the hands of the republican 
party ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, And these officers, judges, attorneys, and others, who have been managing 
your State, have been republicans ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. It would make no difference if the whole of the ninth district, in 
which I live, had voted unanimously against Judge Logan, for he would have been 
elected ; and it would have been the same in any other district. If any one district 
had voted solidly against the particular candidate in that district, it would have done 
them no good, for the other eleven districts wbtild have elected him. 

Question, So your judges were elected by men not residing in their particular dis- 
tricts, but by the whole State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, A large number of the persons voting for them being persons who knew 
nothing about them ? 

Answer, They could not know them ; they were aU obscure men. One of them had 
just got his license to practice law when his name was put on the ticket; most oi 
them were obscure men, not known. 

Question, And the majority of them, you think, were incompetent men at that f 

Answer, O, yes. 

By :Mr. Blair: 
Question, Have not some of them been impeached ? 
Anstcer, One of them was impeached, 
^wes/iow. What for f 

Answer, For drunkenness. ' 

Question. Has that trial been 

Answer, He resigned. 

Question, Resigned under impeachment ? 

Ansicei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it intended to impeach others for the same offense f 
Answer, I do not know ; they ought to be. 
Question, For the same offense ? 
Answer, .Yes, sir, for the same offense. 
Questimi, And for other offenses ? 

Answer, I suppose for other offenses; the most of it is incompetency though. 
By Mr. Beck : 

Question, Were most of them old citizens of your State, or were they new men who 
had come in among you ? 
Anstcer, We had none at that time. 
Question, That were elected to these offices ? 

Answer, The most of them were old citizens. One man who was elected was a new- 
conier — Judge Tourgee. 

Question, But most of them were old citizens of the State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Having that sort of judiciary over your people, elected under military 
orders, by general ticket, in that sort of way, does it not destroy confidence very much 
in the administration of justice ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; it has done it. 

Question. How have the financial affairs of your State been managed ? Do you know 
anything about that ? 

Answer, They have been managed most wretchedly ; the State has been plundered 
openly. 

Question, In what way ? 

Ansicer. The legislature that was elected in 1868 

Question, Under this same military reconstruction f 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; under the same military direction. A set of men were elected that 
hnd no interest in the State at all, or very little. I do not suppose all the tax paid by 
our first legislature would have been equal to what Senator Pool pays. I suppose Mr. 
Pool paid more tax himself than all the members of that legislaturij paid. They woulcl 
just vote out the bonds of the State — one or two millions — with the understanding 
that a certain part of them would be divided among them. I was a director of this 
Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad. A message came in a circuitous way 
to the board of directors, (we needed funds to finish the road,) that if we would ask 
for ten millions of dollars of bonds, they would let us have them, provided they re- 
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ceived 5 or 10 per cent, on them ; they would vote ten millions of bonds to this rail- 
road company, provided certain managers were allowed to retain either 5 or 10 per 
cent.— I have forgotten which it was. We held a meeting of the hoard for the pur- 
pose of seeing who on our board would, lis ten to such a proposition. We had thirteen 
members, but there was only one who would even discuss it. We sent them back 
word that we could not rob the State in that way. 

Question, That proposition came directly from the legislature ? 

Ansiver, It came from certain parties in the legislature in such a way that we were 
assured it was a proposition, and that it would be carried out. It was in that way / 
our present State debt has been made. 

Question, What is the amount of your State debt ? 

Answer, Nobody knows ; over $30,000,000 of good debt, I believe. 

Question, What was your debt before the war ? 

Answer, I suppose §15,000,000 or $16,000,000. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, With the accruing interest ? . 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Beck: 
Question, And how much is it now ? 
Answer. Between thirty and forty millions. 

Question, And this debt has been put upon you by a set of legislators who were them- 
selves corrupt ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; no doubt about that. 
Question, Who had no interest in your State, or very little ? 
Answer, Very little. 

Question, And who were put upon you by the reconstruction laws, under which a 
gieat portion of your people were disfranchised ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; and they would do nothing except they were paid for it. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. None of the bonds were expended in the construction of the roads ? 

Answer, None, That legislature was so corrupt that when the three commissioners, 
appointed to draft the laws, tendered to the legislature several chapters for passage by 
the legislature, they swore they would not vote for them at all unless they were paid 
for it. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question, What was Governor Holden doing all this time ? 
Answer, I do not know. 

Question. Was he trying to protect the people of the State against this plundering? 

Answer, I have not spoken to Governor Holden for many years, until I met him last 
fall. He was the governor, and I think he might have prevented this corruption if he 
had chosen to interfere. 

Qziestion, Had he attempted to veto these bills, or to stop them in any way ? 

Answer. I do not know that he had ; he had no veto power under our constitution. 
Still the Governor is all-powerful for good or evil, if he chooses to exercise his inliuence 
with the members of the legislature. 

Question. It never was exerted potentially to stop this robbing ? 

Answer, Not that we saw. 

Question. Therefore, with such a judiciary as you have described, with such a legis- 
lature as you have described, and with such burdens imposed upon you, with nothing 
in the State to show as the result of it at all, do the people of North Carolina have any 
sort of confidence in their State government doing them justice in anything ? 

Answer. Not much. 

Question. And during that period you were getting but little protection from the 
United States authorities ? 
Answer, Not any. 

Question, Is not very much of the lawlessness that has grown up in different localities 
of the State of North Carolina attributable to a general demoralization in all the 
departments of your government ? 

Answer, I have no doubt of it. We felt wo had no friends anywhere, either in the 
nation or in the State. 

Question, That you were turned over to the tender mercies of those you have 
described ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How has the pardoning power been exercised by Governor Holden ? 
Ansiver, It is said that he has been partial to his own political friends, and has used 
his pardoning power very extensively. 

Question. Was that made a cause of complaint with your people ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir j that has been one cause of trouble ; our people liave felt that it would 
be useless to bring erimiuals to j)unishment by the law, for they would bo pardoned. 
That has weakened the hands of those who would otherwise have prosecuted more 
vigorously. 

Question. North Carolina has been run in that groove since reconstruction? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In reference to the impeachment of Governor Holden : he was impeached, 
tried, and convicted, a portion of the republicans voting with the democrats for his 
conviction ? 

Anmccr. Yes, sir; that is in the published journal of the trial. 

Question. I knew these facts, but I wanted to get your evidence in regard to tho 
character of those republicans who voted with the democrats for his impeachment. 

Answer. Well, sir, they were ^ 

Question. Were they men of standing ? ^ 
Answer. Men of standing— good men. I do not see how any of them, under the 
clauses of the bill of impeachment, could say that he was not guilty. 

Question. Most of the senators, who were white men, voted with the democrats for 
his conviction ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the particular charge upon which he was convicted^ 
Answer. I presume it was upon the habeas corpus charge. • 
Question. That is, for his refusal 

Answer. It is wiat we call the habeas corpus clause, his bringing out of the State ' 
forces, enlisting tnem and equipping them, and sending them to Alamance to arrest 
and imprison the parties there. 

Qimtion. And refusing them tlie benefit of the writ of habeas corpus ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. That ^^as the chief cause of complaint against Holden which led 
them to institute articles of impeachment. 

Question. Was that the specification upon which he was convicted ? 

Answer. 1 do not recollect. I think the specification upon which the largest vote 
was given against him was perhaps for the arrest of Jo. Turner. 

By Mr. Beck : 

Question. He was a man who had denounced Holden somewhat ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was editor of the Sentinel. I think it was on that coimt that 
the largest vote was given ; I may be mistaken, but that is all published and printed. 
I do not treasure up those facts. 

Question. It has been alleged that the articles upon which he was convicted were not 
of a very criminal character, but for some formal dereliction of duty rather than for 
any violation of law in important particulars. How is that ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not think there is ai^' distinction. There were some wha ' 
voted one way and some another, but I believe they all voted conscientiously. The 
one that was the greatest cause of trouble was the one I have just mentioned, his 
assuming the righ't to enlist a force and arm it, to take money from the treasury with- 
out any authority of law, to pay a force to go and arrest some of his old political 
<3nemies, men whom it was said he personally hated ; to take them and imprison them 
without warrant. That made a great deal of excitement ; if it had not been for the 
election we would have had civU war. North Carolina stands a great deal, but L 
think we would have had fun last summer but for the election. 

Question. His conviction could not have been had under your constitution, unless 
several republicans had concurred in voting for that conviction ? 

Answer. That is so ; but the strongest proof of the enormity of his conduct is tho^ 
fact that his conduct carried the State of North Carolina like a whirlwind ; we would 
not have had a two -thirds majority in the senate at all if it had not been for the- 
indignation felt throughout the length arid breadth of the State j that whirled North. 
Carolina over in her politics ; there is no question about that. 

Question. Did you have a democratic majority of two-thirds in the senate ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does it require more than two-thirds to convict ? 

Answer. No, sir; we had a ver^^ large majority on some of the votes. 

Question. On some of the votes you had the entire senate, with the exception of the- 
negroes, had you not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. But the change in the State is the best evidence of the indigna^ 
tion felt and produced by Holden's policy. The conservatives could not have wished 
for a better lever to have operated in their own cause tlian Holden 's conduct. He 
made a grand mistake; it was a political move of his, 1 have no doubt. The people of 
North Carolina are a very law-abiding people ; just let them know what the law is, 
and they will submit to it, whether they like it or not. But when Holden took hold 
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of the army and of the purse, and undertook to hang and kill his old enemies just as 
he wished, it aroused a great feeling, like the old Revolution. The people would not 
have submitted to it ; it was with a great deal 6f difficulty that the thing was arrested. 
The day when the court met in Raleigh we could have raised, as I understood, fiv<? 
hundred volunteers in the form of a posse to go and take Kirk, who lilid refused to 
obey process. 

Question* Who is Kirk ? 

Answer. He is said to be a cut-throat from Tennessee. 
Question. What has become of him ? ^ 

Answer. I do not know ; they let him get away from North Carolina amongst them. 
Quesiion. Who let him get away ? 

Answer. Jo. Turner, and the other men after him ; they wanted to pursue him, to 
prosecute him. 

Question. Did they let him get away ? 

Answer. Well, the circuit judge. Judge Bond, released^him from imprisonment. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question.. The United States circuit judge ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir ; he released him from imprisonment, and Kirk made his escape by 
night. * • 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. <Jpon what grounds did he release him ? > 

Anstce}'. I never understood. He gave a written opinion, but I was never able to 
make it tally exactly with our laws. - 

Quesiion. kirk was in confinement upon criminal accusation ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and upon personal suits also. I think Mr. Turner and others had 
sued him on a bail writ, a command capias ad rtspondendum. 

Question, 'to respond in damages ? v 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think so j I am not certain. He was also arrested on a State 
.charge, of violation of law. 

By the Chaikiman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. You mean on a criminal charge T 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think he was arrested criminally and civilly. 

By Mr. Bec^ : 
'Question. What became of his colleague, Bergen ? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. Is he there yet ? 

An8tve)\ No, sir ; I do not think he would go back to North North Carolina. 
Question. How were they brought there; what was the excuse for bringing men 
. ifrom other States into North Carolina ; was any given ? 
Ansiver. Non6 that I ever heard of.. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Does not your law require that the officers of your militia shall be citizens 
of the State? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. The constitution and laws of the State authorize the governor to 
call out the militia to epforce the laws ; but we never considered this as militia ; they 
were regularly enlisted troojps. The militia are the body of the people, who are called 
out as they stand, both parties mixed together, so that it could not be a political array. 
This is a people^s government. 

Question. He has no authority to officer this force except with citizens ? 

J[iism;6?'. None at all. 

Question. He has no authority to raise an army, and to appoint officers other than 
citizens of the State ? 

Answer* That is all, those who are of the regular militia ; that is what is provided 
by the constitution. The legislature attempted to give the power, but the legislature 
had not the authority to give it to him. The legislature attempted to define an insur- 
rection in such a way as to make it mean an entirely different thing from an insurrec- 
tion as contemplated in the constitution. They 'undertook to authorize the governor, 
whenever he judged that life and proi)erty were not secure in any county, to declare 
that county in a state of insurrection, and to raise militia and send them there. 

Question. I did not know that our Ku-Klux law had originated in North Carolina ? 

Ansiver. You copied it perfectly ; your bill here is almost identical with the Shoffncr 
bill of the legislature of North Carolina. 

Question. I am very glad to find out where it originated.. 

Anmver. I have several times remarked the resemblance between the congressional ' 
Ku-Klux bill and our Shoffner bill, as sve call it. 

Question. Heretofore we have been unable to find any precedent for it. 
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^ Ansicer. There is one in North Carolina, and you can find there the results that 
follow upon it. ^ i 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question, [Showing witness a paper.] Is this the telegram you sent to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I stated a little while ago what it was ; I handed it in with sonic 
others I had. 

Question. You handed it in with a telegram which you received ; I ask you if this is 
the one which you sent ? 
Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 
[The telegram is as follows : 

" Craelotte, North Carolina, July 21, 1871. 

. To John R. French, Se^-geant-at-ArmSj United States Senate, Wasldngton.^^ 

"I ask to he excused for a brief interval, as our superior court commences next 
week, and I am retained as counsel in many cases. 

"H. W. GUI0N.»1 

Question. Will you look at the indorsement upon that telegram, which may explain 
what General Blair called your attention to ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that " Com'tee excuse this gentleman ?" 

Ansiver. [Looking at the telegram.] Well, sir, I do not know; no, sir, I reckon not. 
That is a question, though, for judges to decide by inspection. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. How would you read that ? 

Ansicer. 1 say it is a judicial question, not one for a witness to decide. 
Question. What is that ? 
Answer. It looks like ^' Com'tee." 

Question. Is it not " Can't ? " ♦ 
Ansicer, 1 have no doubt *^ Can't" was intended, but I suppose the operator made a 
mistake. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool ;) 
Question. Is it so written that it would be doubtful whether it nysant eom'tee " or 
"can't?" 

Ansicer. 'Well, I do not know ; he may have made a mistake. The Sergeant-at-arms, 
having my request to be excused in his hands, and then receiving that paper with that 
indorsement on it, might naturally have, made a mistake. 

Question. You spoke of the Loyal Leagues in the State. Have there been any there 
since 1868? * r 

Answer. I do not know. , • 

. Question. Have you heard of any Loyal Leagues assembling since 1868 ? 

Answer. No, sir; I have heard within the last six months that they were getting 
them up,^again preparatory to our August election. All the evidence that I have of 
any exi&^ence of it last summer was what I mentioned as to their voting for ao indi- 
vidual wJiose name had not been mentioned. . 

^Hes/ion. Whoishe? 

Answer. A gentleman living at Salisbury. I do not know him. 

Question. Was he a candidate for Congress against Mr. Shober? 

Answer. Yes, sin W^e have a large congressional district, comprising many counties, 
and his name had not been mentioned before, that I know of. 

Question. Do you not know that he was the regular nominee at the convention in 
Salisbury, and that all the papers had his name published as the candidate ? 

Ansicer. 1 did not know it. I know it was remarked by a great many of us that it 
was strange that they all voted for him. 

Question. Did you never hear that he was nominated at a public convention held in 
Salisbury? I 

'An^ver, No, sir. 

Question. What was his name? 

Answer. I forget his name; I do not know him personally. You are thinking of 
Helper ; ho was the nominee that I recollect. 
Question. Helper was tm independent candidate. 

Answer. I understand that the other one was brought out on the day of election, and 
he was voted for ; and the votes came out with great unanimity ; and many negroes, 
who had not voted before, jnarched up to the polls. 

Question. You had not heard that he was the regular republican nominee? 

Anstver. No, sir ; I had not. 

Question, When did these burnings 6ccur in Gaston County that you speak of? 
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Answer. I think they occurred last summer, or the year before ; I am not very dis- 
tinct about that. 

Question. How many burnings occurred there that you heard of? 

Answer. Well, sir, there were ten or a dozen barns and buildings, I suppose. 

Question. Have you heard of any outrages committed in Gaston County by disguised 
men on colored men ? ^ . 

Anstver, I do»not think I have ever heard of it. 

Question. Have you never heard it said there that these burnings occurred subse- 
quently to a great'number of whiiDpings and scourgings of colored men by Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who told you that the Leagues had any connection with those burnings? 

Answer. I heard it from several gentlemen in Gaston. It was talked over in a loose 
way, like we are all sitting here. But I think that Mr. Grier — however, I cannot give 
the name positively. It was talked over iu a free conversation, half a dozen of us. 

Question. Was there any republican x^i'esent ? 

Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Nobody was present other than democratic leaders in the county ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, They were all democratic-leaders who were present ? 

Answer. That were talking ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer, They were not leaders. 

Question. I mean leading men in that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was in that crowd that you heard that the Leagues authorized those 
burnings ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; upon orders from Raleigh. 
Question. It was in that crowd that you heard it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was just an incidental conversation that happened to take 
place. 

^Mcs^iow. How many were present ? 
Ansicer. I suppose half a dozen. 

Question. You say you had not heard it until last week ? 

Answer. Mark this : I never heard until last week that the suggestion had come from 
Raleigh ; but I had heard before that the burnings had taken place, and that they were 
attributable to the^Loyal League. 

Question. Did not. the Sentinel say so with regard to the burnings ? 

Answer. 1 am not speaking of the Sentinel now. I am speaking of the current belief 
iu the county of Gaston. I do not pretend to giv6 what was in print. 

Question. Did you ever talk with any republican on the subject in the county of 
Gaston? 

A^mver. No, sir, not that I know of. 

Question. Wheni you speak of the cunent belief, you mean the belief of the democrats 
of the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But you cannot tell the name of any individual who said the instructions 
came from Raleigh ? * • 

Answer. I might do injustice if I should do so. I will try to think over it for a little 
while. 

Question, You spoke of !Mr. Grier ; who is he ? 

Answer. A lawyer in Dallas, Gaston County. I think he mentioned it. He was 
present, but I would rather not use his name without reflection. 
Question. How long has he been at the bar ? 

Answer, He has been practicing there several years — three or four years. . 
Question. Is he a democrat ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. One of the leading democrats in that county ? * 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is Gaston County from Cleveland County ? 
Answer. Gaston and Cleveland Counties join. 
Question. Does Gaston join Rutherford? 
An8wei\ Ko, sir. 

Question! Does Cleveland join Rutherford ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Cleveland is between Gaston and Kutherford. 
Question . Is there not some apprehension that the examination now goiug on in 
Rutherford will extend to Cleveland and Gaston ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. You do not know that they are making preparations there for the Ku-Klujc, 
in case they should be interfered with as they have been in Rutherford ? 
Ansicer, I do not know. 
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Question. You do not know anything about these League operations, except what you 
have heard in the manner you have spoken of ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; just in a loose way ; without making any inquiries or investigation, 
it accidentally came up and was talked about. 

Question. You know that the Sentinel is the organ of the democratic party in the 
State? 

Answer. I sui>poso I may say so ; it is a leading x>aper. 

Question. The course of the Sentinel has been to charge these burnings upon the 
Leagues? 

Answer. The Sentinel has so published it. 

Question. Have you heard anything more than a set of democrats talking after the 
manner of the Sentinel ? 
Answer. O, yes, sir, more than that. It is the talk of the people of Gaston County. 
Question, Of the white people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have never talked with any colored people about it. 
Question. Have yoii talked with any republican about it ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Questim. You mean, then, that it is the talk of the democrats of Gaston County? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some of those who were injured by it. I do not know that I ougiit 
to give names and imi>licate others. I recollect about the name of one of them, but I 
do not think it is worth while to give it. 

Question. I would prefer to have it. 

Answer. It was merely a private conversation between half a dozen of us. He said 
that he knew pretty well who had burned his barn and his house, and that it had been 
said that the orders came from Raleigh. 

Question. I would like to have the name of that gentleman, for it is a very serious 
matter, and the committee ought to investigate it. Was he a leading democrat in 
the county ? 

Answer, A man pretty well off. 

Question. His barn had been burned ? 

Answer. Some of his property, I think ; probably his barn. 

Question. And you never heard of an outrage committed by disguised men in the 
county of Gaston ? 
Answer, None that I recollect of. 

Question. You have heard of no Ku-Klux operations in that county ? 

Anstver. I cannot say that I ever have heard of what you call Ku-Klux operations ; 
but, mark me, now, I am not enough of a politician to treasure np* these things, and 
gather them up. They may have occurred, and I may have heard of them ; but, if so, 
the thing has gone out of my mind. You know how I live ; I generally stick to my 
office and to my business. If any rumors of politics or anything else get about, it is 
merely accidentally that I hear of them. But this parleying I heard occurred last 
week in a.leisure time, over in Gaston. <y r 

Question. 1 understood you to say that all the judges were obscure mqp, and that one 
obtained his license just Is^ore the election. 

Anstver. I said most of the judges. 

Question. You referred to Judge Russell when you sx)oke of the judge who had got his 
license shortly before the election ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he a good judge ? 

Anstcer. I think he is considered a good judge^ considering. 

Question, Is he a man of character ? . ' 

Ansicer. He is a young man ; I do not know much about him. You know how tar 
apart we live ; we have no intercourse with each other. I may eay that I never heard 
any complaint against him. 

Question. He is a young man of extraordinary abilities ? 

Answer. Of good abilities. 

Question. Do you know his father ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of standing in the Stat^ ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of property ? 

Anstver, I do not know about his property now; he was a wealthy man before the 
war ; I do not know how the war Served him. 
Question, Is he a man who has been in public position in the State ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; he is a respectable man. 

Question, Have you overheard anything against Judge Russell's character in any way ? 

'Anstver, I do not know that I ever have. I never expected to be asked these ques- 
tions ; you take me by surprise in asking all the questions you do ; I never have thought 
jof these things. There have, been some articles published about him, you know, in 
relation to his chargesjagainst Sampson County or Duplin County. 

■Question, In regard*to Kii-Klux cases ? 

Ansicer, Yes,' sir. * 
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By Mr. Blair : 
Question. What were those charges? 

Answer, They were charges in which he had made certain allegations of Ku-Klux 
organizations in the county. 

By the Chaikman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Question. That is, liis evidence here ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State what that is. 

Anstver. I have only seen it in the papers. 

Question. Do you not recoUect that the grand jury went into court and called his 
attention to some of his statements here, and said that they knew nothing of Ku-Klux 
outrages in the county, and that the judge called their attention to the names of par- 
ties and to cases ; whereupon the grand jury found a hill against a considerable number 
of men for Kn-Klux outrages, some seventeen of them ? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question, You do not recollect that a hill was found ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it was in my paper, but I did not read it. 

Question. Do you not recollect of the Sampson Ku-Klux being put on trial, a great 
number of them, about ten weeks ago ? 
Answer. I do not recollect. 
Question. Growing out of this very matter ? 

Answer. I do not recollect seeing that. If it appeared in the papers, I skipped it. I 
look upon it as a sort of political foot-ball now-a-days, each party trying to make the 
most of it. 

Question. Judge Pearson is chief justice of the State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long has he been chief justice of the State of North Carolina ? 
Ansiver. I do not recollect when he was elected; some time between 1840 and 1850. 
Question, He has been chief justice of the State for twenty years, or in the neighbor- 
hood of twenty years ? . - 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. He Was chief j'ustice of the State during the war ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir,, and before the war. 

Question. Do you know Judge Reed, another of the supreme court judges? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There were five judges of the supreme court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Judge Reed a man of good character ? 

Answei'. 1 would rather not be asked about the character of these judges. If you will 
excuse me, I would prefer not to be asked. 
Question. Was Judge Reed a member of Congress before the war ? 
Ansicer. I think he was. | 
Question. Was he a member of the confederate senate ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is his age ? 

Answer. I reckon he is a little older than I am ; sixty-two or sixty-three, I think. 

Question. Has he been a lawyer ever since he has reached manhood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, ever since I have known him. My first acquaintance with Judge 
Reed was about the year 1839 or 1840. He was then practicing law, and was consid- 
ered a very good lawyer. 

Question. He was a very good lawyer in 1840 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He has been practicing law ever since ? 
Aiiswei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of high character ? 

Answer. I would rather be excused from answering these questions. 

Question. If there is anything against him I would like to know what it is. 

Answei'. Well, sir, I would rather not say anything. I do not thiuk it could do any 
good to speak of the characters of these judges, and it might do harm. ? 

Question. I propose to ask about the character of each of the judges. I never heard 
anything against any of them, except, perhaps, that one of them would drink a little 
too much. Do you consider Judge Reed a good judge ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; a pretty fair judge. 

Question. Take Judge Dick, another one of the supreme court j udges. Was he a nrom- 
inent man in politics before the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he was a yoang man. 

Question. Not so very young ? r. 
Answer. No ; he never took a very high stand. 
fyiestion. Was he not a Douglas electoj* in 1860 ? 
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An&iv€}\ Yes, sir ; but they do not always take the highest order of iutellect for elect- 
ors. I do not think that gives any great amount of distinction ; for, as you recollect, 
you and I were electors on the JeiJ. Davis ticket, and I do not think that elevated us 
any. 

Question, They ran me on both ticket^, so that I got all the votes ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

()He5/io?i. On both the Union and secession tickets? 
Answer, Yes, sir. T was not a candidate on either ticket. 
Question. They did not consult you when yoti were put on ? • 
Answei\ No, sir. ^ 
' Question, Nor did they consult me. 'When was that ? 
Answer, That was in 1862. 

By Mr. Beck : 
Question. After you had seceded ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. Mr. Pool seemed to think that being appointed an elector was 
elevating a man very greatly. He and I happened to be candidates for electors, and I 
liuow it never elevated, me very greatly. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) . 
Question. Is Judge Dick a man of high character ? 

Answer, I would request the committee now not to ask me to give the character of 
these judges. 

Questim. \ wiU submit the question to the committee. The reason why I put this 
question to you is, that you have spoken disparagingly of the judiciary of the State ; and 
I want to see why. / 

Answer', Well, the people think there 

Question, When you say people you mean the democrats of the State ? 

Ansu-a\ Yes, sir, and a great many who are not democrats. For instance, in Judge 
Lo^an^s district, where I am familiar v/ith the people, there they are the republicans 
and democrats and all; there is hardly a dissenting voice. The radical lawyers in the 
whole circuit, all the lawyers on both sides, have signed that paper against Judge 
Logan ; there is no ditference of opinion there. 

Question. We will take that up presently when we come to it. 

Anstver, In our paper we left out everything as to his private character. I do not 
wish to speak of charges ma-de against judges of the superior court, or judges of the 
supreme court. 

The CiiAiEsiAN, (Mr. Pool.) I will submit the question to the committee. I consider it 
a legitimate one. It is the same course of examination that we have pursued heretofore, 
as the, committee very well know. I do uot see why we should not have it on this 
occasion. 

Mr. Blaik. This witness is a lawyer, practicing before the judges there, and he might 
not feel entirely safe in stating all that ho knows. 

Mr. Beck. Where the witness bias spoken of the competency or incompetency of the 
judges, that far it would be proper to examine him in regard to each one. But I do 
not understand that he has spoken of the private character of the judges of the State, 
of their characters as men. They not having been "on the witness stand before us, I do 
not see that their private character, or their personal standing as men, has been 
brought up before us in any way. And a lawyer practicing at their bar might very 
naturally feel a great indisposition, unless it was strictly a legal question, to speak ol 
the private characters of these individual men. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) I understood the witness to speak of their private char- 
acter ; he certainly spoke of corruption in connection with them, and he referred to 
their drunkenness. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. These judges are elected? 
Answer. Yes, sir, and by a general ticket. 

Question. When a great portion of the people of your State were disfranchised ? 
Ans^cer, Yes, sir ; all the namefe were put on ono ticket. 

Question. They were all on oue ticket, and elected at a time when a largo number ot 
your people were disfranchised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. All the names were put on one ticket, and a great many men were 
intimidated from voting by the threat of confiscation. It was at a time when they had 
lost their negroes, and it was expected that they would lose their lands if they dared 
to vote ; and a great many weak-kneed people were intimidated from voting. 

Question, That is their tenure of office I 

Ansxcer, Yes, sir. There is this difference between incompetency and corruption : you 
cannot impeach a man for incompetency ; it is not a ground of impeachment ; it is not 
a high crime to be incompetent, mentally or physically. Suppose a judge is elected, 
and is then stricken down by paralysis, you cannot impeach him, but you may reinove 
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him on the score of incompetency. A man may be mentally incompetent, and yet not 
vicious or corrnpt. Therefore, when I say there has been want of confidence in the 
judiciary of oar State, I do not mean to be understood thereby that they are guilty of 
those high crimes and misdemeanors for which they are impeachable. I do not wish 
even to refer to those things that have been referred to in relation to the private 
character of the judges, though there are some things evidently that Mr. Pool has not 
heard of. I do not see that it would make any difference in this investigation. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. Do you think that Judge Dick makes a good judge? 
Answer. Well, moderately good. 

Question. Do you mean to say that you have ever heard anything against Judge 
Dick's private character ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You never heard anything against his private character ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. I think that will relieve Judge Dick, as this point occurred on his name. 
Answer. I never heard anything -against his private character. 

Question. Now, with regard to Judge Rodman, one of the judges of the supreme court ; 
is he an old lawyer in the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we entered Chapel Hill University together. 
Question. He is some sixty-odd years of age ? 
Answer. About fifty-five, I reckon. 

Question. Has he been practicing law there since maturity ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he the reputation in the State of being an able lawyer ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he one of the leading lawyers of the State before the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect whether he was run for supreme court judge before the 
war by the democrats in the legisla^ture ? 
Ansiver. 1 do not recollect it. 

Question. Did you hear him named before the war by his party as a proper person for 
supreme court judge? 
Ansiver. I do not recollect it now. 
Question. You consider him an able lawyer ? 
Answer. He is an able lawyer. 
Question. Do you know Judge Boyden ? 

Answer. Yes, very well ; I have practiced law with him for thirty years. 

Question. He is the fifth of the supreme court judges ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is his age ? 

Answer. Nearly eighty, I reckon. 

Question. How long has he been practicing law ? 

Answer. Before my day } I suppose ho has been practicing law from the year 1830. 
Question. Did he have a leading jjractice in his circuit f 

Answer, Yes, sir. ' ' 

Question. He had a large practice there for thirty years? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of pure character ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear anything against his character? 
Answer. I never heard anything against it. 
Question. Do you consider him an able lawyer ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you consider him a good judge ? 

Answer. He has sat on the bench only during this last term. Sometimes very good 
lawyers make very poor judges. 

Question. You know his ability as a lawyer at the bar ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did not attend the last term of the supreme court, and their deci- 
sions have hot been published. If you could see his handwriting, I reckon he would 
have "can't" for " com tee" any time, and all the time. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. He is not alone in .that ? 
Ansiver. No^ sir ; but one of the worst. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. What republican lawyers signed the j)etition for Judge Logan's removal ? ^ 
Answer. Weil sir, eveiy one in the circuit. 
Question. What one signed it ? 
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Answer, William P. Byniim for one, and Riifiis Barringer for another. 
Questiofi. What is the purport of that petition ? 
Answer. His utter incomi)etency. 

Question. Can you name any other republican lawyers who have signed that petition ? 
Answer. I do not know that there are any others in the district. I understood that 
all the lawyers had signed it. 

Quesiion.^ls that a petition to your legislature for his removal? 
Ansivcr. Yes, sir; a memorial to the legislature. 
Question. When was it gotten up ? 
Ansiver. In Novcraher last, I think. 
Question. In November last f 

Ans2i-er. No, sir ; I am mistaken; it was in May last, during our spring court^ at the 
last term of the court. 

Question. That was after Judge Logan had made a move against the Ku-IOux — after 
their outrages in Rutherford ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He has made himself very active in trying to bring these men to justice, 
has he not? 
Ansiver. Well, I do not know about that. 

Question. Have you not heard of this activity in bringing them to trial? 

An8wei\ I do not know whether he is the man that is doing it, or the United States 
commissioners who are there. 

Question. Had he not made an effort before to bring them to trial; had he not had a 
great many of them arrested and brought before him ? 

Ansiver. 1 understood they were arrested and carried to Rutherfordtori, and some 
thirty odd of them imprisoned in the court-house for three or four days. , 

Question. Carried before Judge Logan? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. . 

Question. A*ud afterward the United States authorities came in ? 
Answer. More recently. 

Question. It was after that that this memorial was got up ? 

Ansicei: Yes, sir. There were a large number arrested, and he was there — ^the magis- 
trate, you may say, before whom the warrant was returned; but whether he was the 
author of the warrant I do not know. 

Question. It was after the difficulty with Mr. Schenck that this memorial was got uj) ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. JVIr. Schenck is a practicing lawyer before Judge Logan? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 'And a leading democrat in your circuit ? 
Answer. Yes^ sir. . ^ 

Question. Did you ever bear Mr. Schenck accused of being a leading man in the Ku- 
Klux organization ? 

Ansicer» No, sir, I never did. I have never heard that any person within our district 
was a member of the Ku-Klux organization ; I did not know, and I do not know now, 
that there is such a thin^. 

Question. When was this statute passed in regard to disbarring attorneys, which was 
shown to Judge Logan ? 

Answer. At the last session of the legislature. 

Question. Last winter ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questim. By the same legislature that impeached Governor Holden ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. It is a new statute ? 

Answei'. It is a new statute. 

Question. It gave lawyers authority to abuse the judiciary as much as they pleased 
if it is done out of court ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Is there any way of punishing them for abusing the judiciary and bringing 
the courts in disrepute ? 

^ Answer. It gives them no authority to do it ; it only says that instead of trying a 
lawyer, as in the old way, by the judge who decided all questions of law and fact, the 
question of fact should be tried by a jury in the first instance. I think, myself, we 
shall wish it repealed now ; but it was that want of confidence in the. judiciary that 
induced the lawyers to have it i)assed. 

Question. You mean the democrats in the legislature ? . 

Answefi\ I suppose the democrats voted for it ; I do not know that they voted for it 
or against it. 

Question. Before last winter there was no sucli law upon the statute book in North 
Carolina ? 

Answei', There was a law in relation to contempts ; this went further. This was an 
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act to amend and add to a former statute. We copied the statute in our State from 
the statute of the United States. 

Question.' In hich you took from the judiciary the power to punish a lawyer lor 
any contempt and abuse of whatever grade ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it did not take from them that power. 

Question. It took away the punishment ? 

Answer. They are punished now as before ; but it takes away from the judge the 
power to decide the fact ; that must be decided by a jury. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. It docs not allow the judge to be the judge in his own case ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; it grew put of the Bat. Moore case. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. I know when it came up, and what was the purpose of it. . 
Answer. I think the purpose was good ; but I think we will see the day when we will 
want it repealed. 

Question. When, you get democratic judges ? 

Answei\ No, sir j when politics and law are not mixed up in court-houses. I would 
l)refer, as a lawyer, to be tried by a judge alone,. if he will do justice, rather than by 
a jury. 

Question. Can a lawyer be tried at all before a jury for simply treating a judge with 
discourtesy outside of a court ? 
Ansiver. Precisely as before. 
Question. .Could he be tried before ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it a criminal offense to speak ill of the judiciary ? 

Ansivei'. The judge had no right to remove a member of the bar for speaking dis- 
respectfully of the court, unless he went so far as to injure the court as a court ; then 
it becomes libelous ; for that a lawyer is indictable now by common law, and was 
indictable before. Before this time these questions were tried by the judge against 
the lawyer ; the lawyer stood upon a different footing from an ordinary individual, an 
editor, a printer, or any other citizen. Their cases had to be tried by a jury, and they 
had to be convicted by a jury ; but the lawyer was not tried in that way. Now we ail 
staud on the same footing. The matter that justifies a judge in taking away a lawyer's 
license must be of a criminal character — some delinquency of his that justifies his 
removal. In the Bat. Moore case it was .said that lawyers "were judged before they 
were tried upon a matter not libelous, and upon a matter for which a jury would not 
have convicted them. Therefore the legislature passed an act requiring the question 
of fact to be hereafter tried by a jury. 

Question. Has there not been a great deal of abuse in the public papers and elsewhere 
of the judiciary of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And by the democratic speakers on the stump ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; very great. 

Question. And the purpose of passing that statute was to give free swing to that 
abuse ? 

Answer. I do not know that that was the purpose. 
Question. Is not that the effect of it ? 
Anstve7\ I do not think it is. 

Question. Do you think the general abuse of the judiciary of the State, in the demo- 
cratic newspapers and by democratic speakers, in their harangues before the people, is 
calculated to raise the confidence of the people in their courts ? 

Answet*. No, sir. 

. Question. Now let us see how much you know of the facts in the Biggerstaff case. 
Did Biggerstaff fire that gun ? 

Answei'. I cannot rel'y upon my own statement in regard to the case ; I know very 
little about it. 

Question. Are not the facts these : that a man by the name of McGahey had been 
raided upon by disguised men that night, his wife abused by them, and he called on 
the neighbors, and, among others, Mr. Biggerstaff, to go with him to track these par- 
ties ; that when they got near another Biggerstaft'^s house, McGahey left the crowd at 
the gate, ran up to the house, and fired a gun into the house ; that Biggerstaff and the 
others left him, and refused to go further with him because of that act of his ? 

Ansiver. I cannot answer the question. As I have said before, I have no doubt I heard 
the facts detailed, but I do not recollect them well enough to state them. 

Question. That state of facts has been disclosed before this committee. 

Answe)'. Whether true or false, I do not know. 

Question. That they left McGahey at the gate upon his firing into the house, and that 
upon that Aaron Biggerstaff, was tried. Do you think the fine was too little if thbse 
were t^e facta of the case ? ' 
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Aimver. Yes, sir; 1 think if one man shot at another, $20 is a very small fine. 
Question. Aro you not assuming the fact to be that Biggerstaff lired the gun, when 
it was McGahcy who did the shooting ? 
Aimcer. 1 do not know anything about the case. 

Question. If the facts were as I have said, would you think the fine was too small? 
You say that the fine was not sufficient, and still you say you do not know the facts. 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Let me give the facts as they appear before the committee. The witnesses 
have stated that the wife of McGahey had been outraged that night by men in dis- 
guise. Upon McGahey's coming home a few hours afterward, and learning what had 
been done to his wife, he called on Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff and two or three other neigh- 
bors to go with him and help track the men. The track led to the house of Mr. Samuel 
Biggerstaff, and McGahey left the crowd who were with him, ran ahead of them, and 
iired into the bouse; he left Aaron Biggerstaff and others at the gate when ho ran 
ahead and fired. Then they refused to go further with him in pursuit of the uien who 
had outraged his wife, because of that violent act of his. For that oftenso Aaron Big- 
gerstaff and others were indicted and tried. Do you think it w^as wrong for these men 
to have gone with McGahey in pursuit of the men who had outraged his Avife that 
night? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you think they were in any way responsible for McGahey's firing into 
the house, if they were standing out at the gate ? 

A nsiver. I Avould rather think they were respoubible for all that was done. 

Question. If they immediately manifested their disapprobation of that act ; if they 
i-efused to go with him afterward ? 

Ansivei'. That may have qualified it. 

Question. Do you think $20 fiue for one of the parties who disapproved that act was 
too small a fine ? 

Answer. I think so. I disapprove of Ku-Kluxing or violence of any kind. 
Question. In what did Mr, Aaron Biggerstaff's offense consist, if the facts were, as I 
have stated? 
Ansicer. If he shot a man 

Question. He did not ; McGahey was the man who did the shooting. . ( 

Answer. Do yon not think that all the i)arties would be implicated alike when they 
get together for a common purpose? It Avas so held by Judge Pearson last summer., 
Judge Pearson held. that every Ku-Klnx in every Y)art of the State were liable for the 
common deeds of the organization, for the whole conspiracy. 

Question. Did you ever hear any lawyer doubt that proposition ? * 

Ansive)\ I should not be inclined to doubt it. 

Question. You do not suppose any lawyer would doubt that ? 

Ansim: No, sir. 

Question. In what did Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff 's offense consist ? Was it not proper 
for him to have gone with McGahey in search of the men who had outraged his Avife 
that night ? 

Answer. Certainly it was. 

Question. Was there any harm in his stopping at the gate ? 
Ansicer. None a^ all, unless there Avas some purpose in it. 

Question. And if this man McGahey ran ahead without his consent, and fired into 
the house, and he manifested his disapproval by refusing to go with him any further, 
what was the heinous offense Avhieh he had committed ? 

Answei\ That wais a question for the jury. 

Question. And for the judge also, when he came to impose the fine ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I should say that e\'ery one in the ctowd was responsible for all 
that was done. 

Question. If you should go in company with a number of men to punish a man who 
had committed a high crime, and one of them got ahead and killed a man without 
your knowledge or your connivance, what would be your responsibility for that ? 

Answer. If those Avere the facts 

Question. Those are the facts. 

Ansicer. I have never heard the facts stated. 

Question. Then how can you say that §20 was too small a fine? 

Ansicer As I heard the case, if this party Biggerstaff, or whoever w'as tried for 
firing the gun at another, if he Avas convicted of that I would say that a fine of $20 
Avas too small. 

Question. The fact stated to you was, that the man who fired the gun into Samuel 
Biggerstaff's house Avas the man on trial ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he Avas convicted for that offense and fined $20 ? 
* Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And, upon that state of facts, you make the charge against Judge Logan ? 
^Anstcei'. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Who made that statement of facts to you ? 
Answer. It "was common talk. 
Question. Among democrats ? 
Answer Yes, sir. 

Question. Among the lawyers practicing in that circuit ? 
Answei\ I do not know \thether lawyers or other citizens. 
Question. That is the report they have got out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that for firing a gun at another the party was fined only $20. 
Question. The party who fired the gun was fined §20 only ? 

Anstver. I say that all the parties who were with him were equally guilty. I do not 
recollect the facts j I did not treasure .them up, or try to recollect them. 
Question. Was Judge Logan a member of the confederate congress ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I believe he was. 

Question. Has he frequently been a member of the North Carolina legislature ? 

Ansive7\ I do not think he has been in the legislature often ; I do not think he has 
been there more than once or twice, so far as 1 recollect. There was another Logan 
there, who was in the legislature — Albert Logan. 

Question. You spoke about a man having been prosecuted who you think used brass 
knuckles in the fight ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the provocation to that man ? 

Aristcei: It was a very silly affair on both sides. It was not political. 

Question. State some of the circumstances connected with it. 

Answer. I will, if I can recollect them. It seemed that they had a party in the 
country. 

Question. Who were the parties ? Give us the names. 

Answer. I cannot do that, as my memory is so frail as to names and dates and details 
that I cannot recollect little, minute things that do not make a permanent, solid im- 
pression. It was a little fight one night at a party where they were gathered togethei 
to dance and quilt. It seems that one had come in without an invitation; he was 
twitted about it and got mad, and asked the other party to come out of doors. He 
would not do that. His brother said that he would go, and he went out. In a little 
while they got into a fight. They scufSed until they fell over the fence, and were 
there separated. This defendant stepped off in the dark in a path that led to the house, 
and after a little while came back and met his adversary. With one blow he felled 
him to the ground ; when he rose he struck him three or four more blows, and broke 
his skull all to pieces. These are the facts of the case. 

Question. They had met for the purpose of dancing and quilting? 

Ansicer. I believe they had met for quilting; I am not certain about it ; but it was a 
little dancing party. 

Question. You say the judge in that case fined the defendant $75 ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; after I had stated to him the evil ^ects of the small fines, a^d 1 
did it pretty boldly and strongly. 

Question. Was the other party fined anything at all ? 

Anstver. No, sir ; the other party was not on trial. 

Question. He was not on trial? 

Answer. I think he submitted. I do not recollect what the judge fined the other 
party, or if he fined him at all. I submitted for him. 

Question, What has been the conduct generally of the colored people in your county ? 

Answer. Very good, with the exception of rapes and murders and thefts, and things 
of that kind ; but, so far their bearing toward the white people is concerned, they have 
been very good. 

Question. How many rapes have been committed in your county within the last two 
years ? 
An^er, Several. 

Question, How many would you say f 

Answer. In the last two years ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Well, I could not tell. 

Question. Can yoa give any case of rape t 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; there was a case of rape in the last superior court, where a colored 
fellow raped a little colored child not two years old. 

Question. Have there been any rapes by colored men on white women in your 
county? 

Answer. I do not recollect ; two years ago is going back a long way. Mecklenburgh has 
always been famous for rapes. 

Question, Do you recollect any rape committed upon a white woman by a colored 
man? 

Answer, I think there has been. 
Question, Can you name a case at all ? 
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Jjmcei'. No, sir, I caunot; but I am pretty sure there has been more than one. 
Question. More than one by colored men upon white women ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. But you cannot call the name of the man or the woman either? 
Aiisurr. No, sir. 

Question. Were they tried in court ? 

Answer. T really do not recollect. We have a very heavy criminal calendar; but I do 
not pay any attention to it unless I am applied to and paid. Over in Gixston last fall I 
appeared in a case of that kind. There were several committed over there, very ugly 
cases ; one of them is sentenced to be hanged now, and the other has made his escape. 

Question. Have you ever found any difficulty in convicting them ? 

Ansicer. They get off oftener than the whites, I believe. I have seen men get off for 
murder when it was the universal 

Quesiion. Do you mean to say you have heard of any case ofx a colored man commit- 
ting a rape upon a white woman in Gaston County? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. How many cases ? 

Answer. I appeared in a case last spring where two negroes had outraged a woman 
and her daughter ; the daughter was fourteen or fifteen years old. It was at midnight, 
and one of them presented a pistol to the mother while the other threw the daughter 
ujion the floor and raped her. They took turns ; one raped the daughter, and then went 
back to the mother and held a i^istol at her head while the other raped the daughter. 

Question. That case was published in the papers at thci time ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir ; I think it was. Another rape was committed at the same time, but 
the fellow ran off. It was very close to the South Carolina line, and he made his escape 
in that way. 

Quesiimi. Was it a rape committed by a colored man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; rapes are much more common than you have any idea of. 
Qiiesiion. Are there more cases of that sort in Mecklenburgh County now than before 
the war ? ' 
Answer. I do not think there are. 
Quesiion. You do not think there are ? 
Answer. I cannot say there are. 

Quesiion. You spoke of some gentlemen in Gaston saying that they had been threat- 
ened with being hanged by the League ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the name of that gentleman ? 

Ansiver. .There were two or three of them who mentioned it. Mr. Grier gave me a 
fuller account of it than the others. 
Quesiion. What did he say ? 

Answer He said they had notified hini that he was to be taken out of his room at 
night and hung, that the ladder and rope were ready; and the intimation was that 
there was a large force ready to do this hanging. Mr. Grier and several others, whose 
names I did not learn or inquire, told me that. 

Question.' Who told Mr. Grier so ? 

Ansiver. I did not inquire. 

Question. Who threatened him ? 

Answer. I did not inquire at all. He just told me that he had come very near being 
hung, and went on to give this account of it; he did not treat it with any kind of 
seri u?neES. • 

Quesiion. He said he had been threatened in that way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Threatened by the League ? 

Ansicei\ It was generally understood that it was by the League ? 

Quesiion. What prevented it being done ? 

Ansiver. He and se»veral other gentlemen sat up and watched. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. I do not recollect when it occurred. 

Question. Was it last spring ? 

Answer. It was told to me a week ago. 

Question. When did it occur ? 

Answer. Last summer, I think. The threat was that several of the leading men in 
the county had been picked out to be killed or hung, and ho was one of them. 
Question. You practice law in the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. But you never heard of that until a week ago ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And you heard of it in this same assemblage in which you heard about the 
barn-burning ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; it was in another cimversation. / 
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Qimtion, Who was present ? 

Answer, I think Mr. Grier was alone ; or it may be that Mr. Lewis was there. 
Question. Is Mr. Grier a leading democrat? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is be a lawyer ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. ' 
Question. Who is Mr. Lewis ? 
Armcer, He keeps the hotel there. 

Question. Had you then been summoned before this committee ? 
Anstver. I did not get the summons until I got home. 
Question* You found the summons awaiting you when you returned home ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear this from any other man ? 
Answer. I do not recollect that I ever did. 

Question. And you never heard it from anybody until a week ago ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is it not strange that s > outrageous a threat as that, directed to several 
prominent men there, members of the bar, that they were to be taken out and hung, a 
matter so serious in their opinion that they sat up and watched to prevent it— is it not 
strange such a thing as that should rest for a year before it reached your ears ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. , ^ 

Question. It is nut strange ? • ' 

Answer. No, sir, because I do not gossip ; a great many things Occur that I never 
heard of. 

Question. You have no idea that was gotten up to justify the Ku-Kluxing they have 
been accused of? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have no idea of that. 

Question. You have no idea that it was got up as a counter-statement ? 

Answer. No, sir. I suppose they attached about the same importance to it that I did 
when I heard it ; that it was really a threat or intimidation, and not intended to be 
carried into effect. That is the reason I did not attach any more importance to it when 
I heard it than I did. 

Question. Do those lowyers in Gaston also practice in Cleveland ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Does not Cleveland join Gaston ?. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Those two counties are in the same judicial circuit ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Eutherford County joins Cleveland County ? 
Answer. - &\x. 

Question. Those two counties are in the same judicial circuit ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that you have not heard any apprehension expressed that these 
investigations which the United States authorities are making in Rutherfbrd will be 
extended into Cleveland and Gaston Counties ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any Ku-Klux outrages in Cleveland County ? 
Ansiver. I heard of one called a Ku-Klux offense ; I believe that was in Cleveland 
County; it was really not a Ku-Klux affair. 

By Mr. 'Blair : . 
Qtiestion. What was that ? 

Answer. It is hardly worth putting in here. A man was treating his own wife very 
badly and sleeping with'some other woman; and his neighbors got about him and told 
him he should stay with his wife, and leave the other woman. 

By the Chaikman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. You heard that sorue men in disjcuise AVent to this man's house and whipped 
liim for treating his wife badly ? 
Answer. I did not hear that they were disguised. 
Question. You heard that they whipped him ? 

Answer. I heard that they whipped him ; I heard the name of the nian ; it was said 
they Ku-Kluxed him, and then they stll^ed the cause. 

Question. You have heard of no other case of Ku-Kluxing in Cleveland County for the 
last two years ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Do you practice law in that county ? 
Answer. I go there sometimes ; not regularly. 

Question. What did you mean by saying that this Biggerstaff case— I mean the whip- 
ping of Biggerstaff— had acquired a degree of importance that was far beyond what it, 
deserved ? 
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Aristccr. I think it was a inero personal difiSciilty between two men ; it was an assault 
and l)attery,,DOtbing more. 

Qaestioth Did you liear that Mr. Biggerstaff was visited by a baud of disguised men 
at night, taken from his house, and very badly whii)ped ? 

Anstcei\ Yes, sir ; bat it was not believed. 

QuesUon. It was not generally believed that he was whipped ? 

Aimt-er. No, sir 

Question. Is it the general impression in your county that he was not whipped at all T 
Anstvcr. I would state that the general belief was that it was not any band of m^n 
that whipped him, if he was whipped at all. Most of those I have heard describe the 
whipping believe it was a got-up story, manufactured for the purpose of making 
political capital. 

Question. You say that a great many believe that he was not whipped at all ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

, Question. And the rest do not believe that he was whipped by a band of disguised 
men ? 

Answer. Not by a band of men, or the Ku-Klux organization ; that was the general 
belief at the time. I do not know what evidence has come out since. 

Question. And that it was an affair gotten up by the republicans for political effect ? 
Ansiva\ Yes, sir. 

Question. V^hen you speak of that as the general belief, you mean it is. the belief of 
the white democrats'? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; of the intelligent portion of the community. 

Question. Was it so charged in the democratic i^apers of the State ? 

Ansiccr. Well, sir, you are too hard for me there ; I do not recollect that I ever feaw 
it in print ; it may have been, however. 

Question. You would not mean to say that if a peaceable citizen was taken from his 
house at night by a band of disguised men and brutally whipped, that if that was the 
case, any undue importance had been given to it ? 

Ansiocr. It is no more than an assault and battery at best. 

Question. Did you not hear that Mr. Biggerstaff, when on his way under summons 
as a witness to appear before the United States commissioner at Shelby, was again 
attacked by a band of disguised men, and had his arm broken? 

Answer. I heard that, but I do not know that 1 believe it. 

Question. Do you hear that generally denied ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it is the general belief that that was a fabrication, because he 
refused to go when they gave him an oppoi-tunity to go on. 

Question. 'It was generally believed that ho was not attacked when on his way to 
Shelby? . • 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. . Do you mean it is generally believed among the white democrats in your 
locality ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I do not associate with the negroes, and I do not know but very 
few republicans in Mecklenburg County. I cannot mention more than two or three. 
Question. Do you know General Eufus Barringer ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he a republican ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a member of the bar ? > 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a major general in the confederate service? 
• Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of character ? ' 
Ansicer. He is a man of character. 

Question. You say that, the white democrats generally deny that Mr. Biggerstaff 
was attacked at all the second time by a band of men? 

Ansicer. I think that is the general belief. 

Question. The general belief is that he was not attacked at all ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he had an opportunity to go the third time for examination, and 
would not go ; that is the rumor. t 

Question. That is the general impression ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that impression quite as general as the impression that the Leagues 
encourage these burnings in Gaston ? 
Ansive)'. Well, I cannot say that it is. 

Question. You said that it was considered a great hardship for the men wbo attacked 
Biggerstaff, and were indicted, to be taken to Raleigh in the United States court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it caused a great deal of talk. 

Question. Are you not aware of the fact that those men were first arrested and taken 
before the United States commissioner in the town of Shelby? 
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Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I understood so. 

Question. How far is Shelby from Rutlierfordton ? 

Aimcer. It is twenty-five or twenty-six miles. 

Question. You would not consider it any hardship to take them that far? 
Answer. No, sir ; not if it could not be avoided. It was a very busy season of the 
year, is the way I heard it spoken of ; those were poor people, men who had their crops 
to attend to. And to oblige them to go to Raleigh, at great expense, unable to carry 
* friends with them to stand their bail, was subjecting them to excessive hardship. 
Question. Bat to go to Shelby was not any great hardship ? 
' Answer. They could carry their friends there to give bail for them. 
r Question. There was no investigation there ? 
Answer. They gave bail to appear at court. 
Question. To appear on what day ? 
Answ€i\ I do not recollect the day. 

Question. Suppose the witnesses who were summoned to appear against them at 
Shelby had been waylaid by a part of their Klan, not suffered to go on, driven back, 
w^hat other course was there to pursue ? 

Ajisicer. Bind them over to court ; it was in vacation^ 

Question. Were they not indicted in the circuit court in Raleigh ? 

Answer. Not at that time, I think. 

Question. Have they not been imiicted there since ? 

Ansiver. 1 understand so ; at least they haVe been bound over to that cour. 
Question. Have not true bills been found against them ? 
Answer. I do not know whether bills have been sent in against them or not. 
Question. How many men did you understand were with Lowry in the Robeson dis- 
turbance ? 

^Anstver. Well, sir, I have seen the names of .only half a dozen. 
Question. Is it understood that his gang exceeds ten men ? 

Ansiver. I never have heard anything about it, except what you see in the papers. I, 
myself, have never supposed that there were more than a few of them. 
Question. Not more than a few men ? 

Answer. From the character of the people — ^I know the people — I judge it was a 
small squad of lawless characters banded together. 

Question. Do they not conceal themselves in the swamp ? 
■» Answer. They have got bolder than that lately ; they come out in open daylight. 
Question. It is reported that they retreat to the swamp ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not very difficult to find them ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir, and dangerous. 

Question. Difficult and dangerous to get a gang of seven or eight men out of the 
swamp I 

Ansiver. I did not say seven or eight men ; I said that in my opinion it was a small 
force. 

Question. Did you ever hear it put higher than ten ? 
Answer. I have never heard it said. 

Question. From the^opinion which you have formed, from all you have heard, without 
specifying what you have heard, do you suppose that gang to be over ten ? 

Answer'. 1 cannot say whether it was ten or twelve or seven ; I have never supposed 
it was a large force. 

Question. The chief difficiilty is that they can hide in a very inaccessible swamp? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q?(esiio?i. Is not thaKswamp veiy large? 
Ansiver. There are a great many swamps there. 
Question. In the nature of a jungle? 
Answer. A portion of it. 

Question. How many men do you suppose it w^ould take to get one single man out 
there ? 

Answer. That is a matter of military tactics ; I cannot give any opinion about it. 
Question. Do you suppose one man in there, armed, is as good as ten men pursuing 
him? 

Answer. I should suppose one was. as good as ten ; that is my judgment. 
Question. Have the people of Robeson County generally, without regard to party, 
taken any steps to break up this gang ? 

Answer. I do not know anything as to party. 
Question. I say without regard to party ? 

An8wei\ 1 do not know ; in fact, I do not know what steps^ have been taken. 
Question. You complained that the State government has not seemed to take any 
' stei>s in regard to it f 

Answer, 1 did not comjdain. 
Question. You said so. 
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Ansicc7\ I said it was rather singular. ♦ 
Question. Do you not know tliat a company of militia was sent down there specially 
by the State governor for that purpose ? 
Ansicer. I do not know. * 

Question. Do you not know that the sheriff was written to by the governor two or 
three times, and that he has raised a posse? 
Jnmver. I saw it recently, for the last week or so. 
Question. Has it not been done the last year or two? 
Ansiver. 1 do not know. 

Question. Has not Lowry been arrested twice and made his escape? 
Ansivcr. I cannot say. 

Question. Has not the State government applied to the United States troops to help 
the State authorities ? 
Ansiver. 1 understood that the United States troops were there at one time. 
Question. Do you not know that they remained there for a space of six months ? 
Answer, I cannot say how long. 
Question. Are they there now ? 

Answer. I understood they had »been taken from Robeson County and sent to Ruther- 
ford. 

Question. Recently? * . 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you do not know what the State government has done to put down ' 
that gang ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You cannot say it has done nothing ? ^ 
Answer. Well, I cannot say it has done much. 
Question. Because you do not know what it has done ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have not heard what it has done? 
Ansxcer. Nothing that I have heard of. 

Question. Who sent that message, that you spoke of, from the legislature of North 
Carolina, in regard to the ten milSons of dollars' bribe for the Wilmington and Ruther- 
ford road ? 

Answer. I do not know the parties. 

Question. You do not know who sent it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who received it ? 

Ansiver. It was received indirectly through one of the board of directors j he stated 
it as something more than a myth, that it was something reliable ; how he got it I 
never asked ; I did not want to know. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. Mr. Cowan. 

Question. The president of tie road ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a democrat ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear it from anybody but Mr. Cowan ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I never inquired about it afterward. 
Question. Did he not state who sent it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. \Yas no inquiry made as to who sent it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; we did not care to be entangled with it ; we just took a vote upon it. 

Question. You made no inquiry in regard to such an extraordinary proposition ? 

Answer. It was not very extraordinary in those days ; we understood that parties 
connected with the legislature were pocketing their hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for voting. 

Question. And you did not inquire who sent it? 

Answer. No, sir. Mr. Cowan did not show at all how he got it, and nothing was 
asked. 

Question. He stated it before your board ? 
Answer. Yes. sir ; the proposition was made to the board. 
Question, Did he state whether a democrat or a republican sent it I 
Answer. He did not. 

Question. Did it never cross your mind that that was sent for the purpose of getting 
up this cry of bribery and corruption on the part of the legislature ? 
Answer. That was up before. 

Question. Did it never occur to you that it was for the purpose of giving force to the 
charges that were made against the legislature ? 
• Answer. It never did. 

Question. Did it never occur to you that it was a political trick ? 

A7i8wer. No, sir. 

18 N 0 
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Question. And no inquiry was made as to the source from which it came ? 

Ansiver. l^one at all. Mr. Cowan stated that it was in such a shape that he had no 
doubt of its genuineness ; that the proposition was a real one. 

Question. You spoke of what was called the code ; do you mean the code bf civil pro- 
cedure? • * 

Answer. No, sir ; not the code of civil procedure ; it was another code, a continuance 
of it. The commissioners were to provide not only a code of civil procedure, but a 
code generally. And they sent in from time to time different chapters of the law. It 
was on one of those occasions that I was told some members of the legislature refused 
to vote unless they were paid. 

Question. It was a general code of criminal and civil procedure for the State? 

Answer. Yes, sir; *' a code of law;" I think that was the language of the constitution* 

Question. Any private law at all? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. A code of the public statutes of the State ? , 
• An8WC7\'YeSy sir. 
Question. The public statutes revised and put in the form of a code ? 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question. You say you were told that members of the legislature said they would not 
vote for it unless they were paid ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
. Question. Who said that ? 

Answer. I would prefer to withhold the name ; he is a gentleman of high standing, 
and a man who tells the truth. 

Question. Was he a democrat ? 

Answer. He was a republican. 

Question. Did he tell from whom he had heard it ? 

Answer. I did not ask him. 

Question. I can see no reason why his name should not be disclosed. 

An8^ver. He would not like to be mixed up in this matter at all ; I do not care to 
drag in gentlemen's names in this way. 

Question. Who was there interested enough in that code to pay members of the legis- 
lature for voting for it ? 

Ansiver. That was the strange part about it, as the gentleman said who mentioned 
it to me. It was one of our judges who said so. 

Question. Did he say that he knew it of his own knowledge, or that it had been told 
to him ? 

Answer. That he knew it of his own knowledge. 

Question. Who was interested to pay one dollar for the passage of that code ? 

Ansiver. Nobody in the world, and that was the strange thing about it. 

Question. Could you attach any credit to a proposition of that sort coming from a 
member of the legislature, when there was nobody in the State who had a dollar's inter- 
est in it ? 

Ansiver, It came from a very reliable source, and I believe it. 
Question. Did the code pass ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the acts were not passed that were sent in. 
Question. None of them were passed ? 

Answer. Not those that were sent in at that session, not the particular ones I 
refer to now. They did pass several in relation to special pleadings, dower, and things 
of that kind. Other j)arts of the code were sent in afterward, and they refused to pass 
them unless they were paid for it. v 

Question. That is what you heard ? ' * • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and from a reliable source. 

Question. Nobody in the State paid, and they were not passed ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has there been any outcry against that code among the lawyers of the 
State? 
Ansiver. Very great. 

Question. The lawyers thought it was generally a bad thing ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You thought it was a very good thing, then, that it was not passed ? 
Answer, The other was not a code of procedure, but branches of the common law and 
statute law. • ' . 

Question, Such as were already on the statute-book ? 
Answer. Modifications and alterations. 
Question. Of old statutes ? 

Answer. You may say that they were attempting to codify the common law, or.parts 
of the common law. What those particular parts were I do not know, as the gentle- 
man did not inform me. 

Question. It was not a member of the legislature who told you this ? 
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An8wei\ Ko, sir. 

Quesiion, You spoke of railroad frauds committed in the State in the way of bonds; 
-who were the men that were prominent iu defrauding the State out of those bonds i 
Annvej: The most prcfminent were Swepson and Littlefield. 
Qucstmi. Tliey did the most of it, did they not? 
Amiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Swepson a democrat? 

Answer. I really do not know ; I do not think he has any politics ; I do not think h© 
wastes his time on politics. ( 
Question. Is he an old citizen of the State ? 
Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he reputed to be a man of very great wealth ? 
Answer. Well^ sir, sometimes he was. 
Question. I mean at this time, since the war. 

Answer, I believe he is ; sometimes suspicions were entertained of his credit, but he 
was generally a man who handled a great deal of money. 
Question. Did he wield a large amount of capital ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To the extent of half a million of dollars ? • 
Ansiver. Before he got those bonds ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Was he not the head of a large banking institution ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but the capital was not his own. 
Question. He was at the head of that institution f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was there any other man in the State into whose hands it would at that 
time have appeared to be more proper to place these bonds than in his hands ? 
Ansfieer. Well, sir, I should think there were a greatj mariy. 
Question. Had he been elected president of the road ? 

Answer. Whether he was elected before or after he got the bonds I do not know. He 
was always a very shrewd, shifty man, but looked upon as not very reliable. 

Question. Do you know how the president of that western road was elected — the road 
in regard to which you say these frauds occurred ? 

Ansic€i\ Ko, sir; I do not. 

Question. He was not appointed by the governor ? 

Answer. I do not know whether he was or not; sometimes the governor does not 
appoint the* .president directly, but appoints a sufficient number of directors in those 
roads to elect the president. But whether that was the case with the western road or 
not I do not know. 

Question, Did the governor have a right to appoint any of the directors of that road ? 
Ansicer. I do not know ; I never investigated that matter. 
Question. Has the governor pardoned anybody in your county? 
Answer. 1 cannot answer that question. 

Question. You do not know of anybody in your county who has been pardoned ? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know anybody pardoned in the county of Gaston ? 
Ansicer. Well, sir, asking me all these unimportant questions so suddenly, I cannot 
answer ; I do not recollect. 

Question. You do not recollect any pardon in the county of Gaston? 
An8we)\ I do not recollect. 

Question. Do you know any pardon in the county of Lincoln? 

Answer. I do not recollect at this time. 

Question. Do you know of any in the county of Catawba? 

Answer. I do not recollect any at this time. 
* Question. Do you know of any in the county of Cleveland ? 

Answer^. No, sir ; I do not recollect the pardon of a single individual in the State. 
Pardons have been granted, but where or to whom I do not know. 

Question. You have just heard a general rumor? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a general statement that a great number had been pardoned. I 
think it was published by the last legislature, was it not ? 

Questixyn. That legislature appointed a committee to investigate the matter, and they 
made a report which entirely exonerated the governor. 

Answer. I got the impression in that way, that there were a great many pardons.* 

Question, The general rumor among the white democrats is that there have been par- 
dons improperly granted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is the general rumor in your region ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, When the governor was impeached, was one of the counts of the impeach- 
ment with which they charged him the improper granting of pardons ? 
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Answer. I do not thinli so. 

Question. Was there any connt that charged him with corruption in railroad matters ? 
Amwer, No, sir. 

Question, None at all ? ♦ 
Anstcer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Was there not subsequently a charge of that kind voted by the house of 
representatives I 
Answer* Yes, sir ; it was not introduced in the senate. 
Question, It was voted by the house of representatives ? 

' Answer, Yes, sir ; but the reason why they did not introduce it was that they thought , 
it would make the case too long. As the bill they had against him contained only one 
or two counts, they concluded that they ou^ht to make some show really of a strong- 
case; not to have it appear that it was a political thing, because it was not political. 

Question. And then the charge that he was corrupt was voted in the house of repre- 
sentatives ? 

A7i8wei\ Yes, sir ; I think that is so as to the house, but it was not sent to the senate. 
Question. It was not accepted by the senate ? I understand the senate had to accept 
the charge. 

Answer. I do not think it was sent; my understanding is that it was never sent to the 
senate ; 'that it was merely adopted by the house. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question, That was while the trial was going on ? 

Answer, I do not recollect whether the trial had commenced or not ; it was after the 
arraignment, you may say. 

Question, They had to vote such a charge as that in the house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, The house can impeach by a bare majority, can it not 1 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Why did not the house send that charge to the senate ? 

Answer. Well, if you want my opinion 

Question. Did you hear it stated ? 

Afiswer, I heard it talked in the legislature. 

Question. Was any reason at all given in the house why it was not sent to the senate? 
Anstver. I do not know. * 

Question. Did the house authorize the speaker to withhold it ? « 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question, Did you ever hear it stated that the speaker was authorized to withhold it ? 
Answer, I never did. 

Question. What right had the speaker of the house to withhold that from the senate 
after it was passed by the house f 
Answer. I do not know that he had any right. 
Question. Was he a democrat ? 
Anstce?'. Yes, sir. 

Question. This additional charge was passed by the house ? 
Ansxcer, Yes, sir. 

Question, It never was sent to the senate ? 

Answer, No, sir ; but why it was not I do not know. I heard talk outside about it. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, What was the talk ? 

Answer, That they had too many charges already ; that it would take too much time 
and require too much money to investigate any more. 

By the Chairaian, (Mr. Pool:) 

Question, Did you hear that this impeachment matter was made a subject oft discus- 
sion in democratic caucus ? 
Answer, 1 did not. 

Question, Did you hear that it was insisted upon in caucus long before it was under- 
taken in the house ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You say one of the reasons given why this corruption charge about rail- 
road-bonds was passed by the house was to take from the other charges any appear- 
ance of political motives ? 

Answei'. No, sir; I did not say that. 

Question. I understood ;^^ou to say so. 

Anstvei'. No, sir, not political ; it was to avoid the expense of a long examination of 
the matters that it was not sent to the senate. That was my understanding from 
members of the legislature outside. 
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Question, Do you know of any authority by which the speaker withheld that charge 
from the senate after it passed the house ? 

A7i8ivcr. I do not know upon what ground it was withhekl, or whether it was ever 
ordered to bo sent. 

Question, How many counts were there in the impeachment ? 

Answer, Seven or eight. 

Question, Do you recollect whether any republican voted for conviction upon more 
than two of the counts ? 
Ausicer, I do not recollect the vote at this time. ^ 

Question, Do you not recollect that the only counts upon which any republicau voted 
for conviction was the arrest of Mr. Turner outside of the insurrectionary districts ? 
He was arrested in Orange, was ho not ? 

AnsK'a\ Yes, sir. 

Question. That county was not declared in insurrection ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Do you not recollect that that count, and also the charge' that ho paid the 
militia for their services — they were two distinct charges, were they not f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect whether any republican voted for conviction upon any 
charge except those two ? . 
Answer, I do not recollect how they voted. 

Question, You do not mean to say that they voted for conviction upon all the charges ? 

Answer. No, sir. I know that upon some of the counts a great many radicals, repub- 
licans, voted for conviction ; that is a matter of record. 

Question, Do you recollect that one of the republicans who voted for conviction upon 
those charges was what is generally known in the State as a carpet-bagger, a man by 
the name of Moore, from Newbern ? 

Amivcr, Moore is a native of Newbern. 

Question. A native of Newbern t 

J nsu'er. Or of that vicinity. 

Question. Was he in the senate ? 

Ansicer, Moore was in the house. 

Question, Who are the senators from Newbern? 

Ansiver. One was a northern man, and considered a very honest, good republican ; 
his name, I think, was Lehman. 
Question. He was a northern man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question: Was he not one of those who voted for conviction upon those two charges ? 
Answer. I bejieve he was. 

Question, Was there any republican who voted to remove the governor from office? 
Aimve7\ I really do not know. 

Question, Was there any republican who gave a vote even for a reprimand ? 
Answer, T do not know how they voted^ 

Question. Do you not know that Gover^r Holden was removed from office by a strict 
party vote of the senate ? 

Answer, I really cannot answer. I read it over at the time, but I did not look at it 
in the same light in whjch you are looking at it, in a political light. I recollect, how- 
ever, that on some of the counts some of the republicans voted against him. ' I do not 
see how anybody could vote for Holden on those counts, whether they constituted 
high crimes or not. He was clearly guilty of what he was charged with, and I do not 
see how any one could vote in his favor* 

Question, But it was a separate and distinct question, if he was found guilty upon 
th6 charges, whether he should be punished by removal from office? 

Answer, That was a question, whether he should be removed from office. 

Question. Whether the charges covered such an offense that the governor should be 
punished by removal was a different question ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Upon that question, did a single republican vote against the governor ? 
Answer, I have told you that I do not recollect. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, The thing charged was that he had organized an army in time of peace, 
and had declared martial law ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir, and had refused the writ of habeas corpus to thos6 men. 
Question, That is admitted by everybody ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And the question is, whether that in the governor of the State constitutes 
a sufficient crime to Justify his removal from office ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is all. 

Question. It was a violation of the fundamental rights of the people ? ' 
Answer, I do not see how anybody could vote no. 
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By the Chairman^ (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. He raised that force under the Shoffner bill ? 
Answer. He pretended to. 
Question. Did he follow the letter of that bill ? 
Answer. 1 do not think he did. 

Question. You think that biH. itself was not in accordance with the constitution ? 
Answer. Clearly not. 

Question. Do you recollect whether three out of the five judges of the supreme court, 
the other two not being present, held that Governor Holden had the right to raise the 
military force ? ' 

Anstver. No, sir; I never heard that. 

Question, Was that not so adjudged by three judges who made an examination of the 
law last summer ? 

Answer. I do not* think so. They called it, in their opinion, "militia^' all the time; 
they said he had the right to raise the militia, and this was not militia. That was the 
position always laken, that he did not raise militia. 

Question. What you mean by militia is a force raised without distinction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; calhng out the body of the people of the county. 
. Question, Not selected at all ? 

Answer. Not selected at all, because in a republican government, if you allow them 
to select the men, you will give to one man the power to do as he pleases. The 
militia is a conservative element. 

By Mr. Blair ; 
Question. And belongs to both parties ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. Was not this force raised professedly for the purpose of putting down what 
was known as Ku-Klux outrages in those two counties ? 
Answer. I do not know what Governor Holden's purpose was. 
Question, I say was it raised professedly for that purpose ? 
Answer. O, yes ; professedly. 

Question, Do you believe that profession was dona fide or otherwise? 
Answer. I believe it was for the intimidation of voters at the coming election. 
Question. What counties did he declare in insurrection, and in what counties did he 
use the military ? 
Answer. Alamance and Caswell. 

Question. Was Caswell a large republican county ? ^ . 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Did it have 1,200 republican majority ? 
Answer. Probably. 

Question. Why did the governor wish to intimidate voters there ? 
Ansiver. It was to have its effect all over me State ; he had troops not only sent to 
Caswell and Alamance, but to various counties in the State on the day of election. 
Question. In what counties ? 

Ansicer, In Moore County, probably in Chatham, and ialso in Gaston, Cleveland, Lin- 
coln, Rutherford, and perhaps McDowell. 

Question. You say the troops were sent to all those counties on the day of election ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that military divided into more than three parts; were there more 
than three squads sent out ? 
Ansicer. I do not know how many squads. 

Question. Were there more than two division^, besides that sent to Alamance and 
Caswell ? 

Answer. I do not know the number of divisions, but I know there were troops sent 
to Gastbn, Lincoln, Cleveland, and Rutherford ; and I believe there were some sent to 
McDowell, though I am not certain as to McDowell County, 

Question. And to Moore and Chatham Counties ? 

Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Cojburn : 
Question. What number in all ? 

Answer, From fifty to a hundred men in each squad ; I do not recollect the number; 
I saw them passing through Charlotte on the railroad. 
Question, How many in all ? 

Answer, There were two companies ; I do not know the number. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool;) 
Question. How many troops were raised in all ? 
Answer. 1 do not know. 
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Question'. Wcro there to exceed three hundred men f 
Ansxcer. The whole of the State troops ? 
Question, Yes, sir. 

Anawcr. I do not know. The way I happened to know ahout it was that they 
wanted transportation at Charlotte. I had been connected with the Wilmington, 
Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad; they camo there after the train had left ; there 
was no other person in town who was connected with it, and the agent came to me to 
know what he should do. 

Question. Were any counties declared in insurrection except Alamance and Caswell ? 

Answer. Kone at all. 

By Mr. Coburn : 

Question. Have you stated Governor Holden's method of selecting these troops ? 
Answer. I do not recollect whether I have or not, I have stated so much. 
Question. State the method of selection. 

Ansice)\ The way that I have understood it — it is only my understanding — is, that 
liolden sent for Kirk to raise a body of troops, and to come over and take charge of 
them. Kirk resided in Tennessee ; he came, and brought with him a considerable force 
of men from Tennessee, and the mountains of North Carolina, who had served with 
him during the war, i)robably. Then other troops were raised, in North Carolina*; 
they were raised by enlistment, in different places ; they were selected, and those 
troops constituted the State force. 

Question. How many do you know that came from Tennessee ? 

Answer. I dq not know titiat I ever heard it stated. 

Question. How many came from the mountains of North Carolina ? 

Anstver. I do not know the number. 

Question, What portion did he raise in localities where they were to be used ? 
Anstver. I do not know the number. 

By the Ciiairsian, (Mr. Pool : ) 
Question. There were only two counties declared in insurrection ? 
; Answer. That is all. 

I Question. Were any arrests made in any of the other counties ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; there were arrests made in Lincoln and Gaston. 
Question. Were parties arrested there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; a writ of habeas corpus was sued out, and the parties were released 
before the writs were heard, I believe. 

Question., Were they arrested by the military ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. i)o you know the names of those parties ? 
Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question. Before whom was the liabeas corpus sued out t 
Answer. JBefore Judge Mitchell. 

Question. You say they were arrested by the military ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I know that I was advised with whether they should bring suits 
for that or hot ; I do not know but the parties are indicted. 
Question. What were the parties arrested charged with ? 
Ansiver, Nothing, that I know of. 

Question. Do you recollect whether the parties were charged with going in disguise 
at night, and whipping a very respectable white man by the name of Ramsour ? / 
Answer. No, sir ; that was in Catawba County. 

Question. That was not the charge against the parties who were arrested 1 
Ansicer. No, sir, not the parties who were arrested in Gaston and Lincoln Counties ; I 
do not know that any charge was ever made against them. 
Question. How many parties were arrested ? 

Ansiver. Well, I heard of two or three right immediately preceding the election. 

Question. Were there any selected military companies in the State before the war — 
those that were known as volunteer companies I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; companies authorized by the legislature or incorporated. 

Question. The governor had the right to commission the officers of those selected 
companies ? 

Anstver. Before the war the military companies elected their own officers, and 'the 
governor merely issued commissions to them. 

Question. That was authorized by a law regularly upon the statute book? 

Anfiwer, Yes, sir ; that was before the war. 

Question. Did not the same statute exist after the war ? 

Answer. I do not think any volunteer companies have been formed since the war. 
Question. I asked if the statute did not still exist. 
Answer. I think it does. 

Question. Did not the Shoffher bill authorize the governor to call out select militia ? 
An8we7\ I do not think it did ; I have forgotten the language of it. 
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Question, Suppose the governor had raised general militia in the county of Alamance, 
what security would he have had that he would not have members of the Ku-Klux in 
that county appointed ? 

Ansiver, He would not have had any. There was no organization of the militia in 
North Carolina at that time ; they had been prevented by act of Congress from 
organizing their militia, as was the case in all the rebel States. 

Question. He had no mode of organizing the militia except by selection ? 

Afistcer. He might have had an act passed, as Congress had withdrawn its opposition. 

Question. There was no act passed ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. He therefore had to resort to selected militia, or have no force at ail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; but there was no necessity for any force there at all. 
Question. You have heard the investigation into this trouble in Alamance which was 
made before the judges ? 
Answer. I was present. 

Question. Did not that investigation disclose the existence in that county of an organ- 
ization numbering three hundred men or more ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; or at least a large number ; I have forgotten the number. 

Question. An organization that had committed, in disguise, very heinous crimes ? 
• Answer. They all testified that they could be arrested by a constable. 

Question. I was not asking that. The investigation disclosed the fact that there 
existed' in that county an organization of at least three hundred men, who had, at 
night, committed some heinous outrages ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect that they had huug one man before the court-house door ? 
Answer. I heard that a man was hung ; I do not think they proved that any party 
did it. 

Question. Was it not proven that it was done by a body of men in disguise ? 
Answer, I think so. 

Question. Consisting of forty or more ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it not proved that a man was taken from his house by a party of men 
in disguise, a rock tied to his neck, and he thrown into a mill-pond ? 
Answer. I think there was some proof about that. 

Question. Was it not proved that a great many persons were taken from their houses 
and whipped ? 
Answer. Not a great many. 
Question. Well, a number of persons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think there were only two or three instances. 

Question. Was it not proved that in that county a party of disguised men of consid- 
erable numbers were met upon the road on their way to assassinate the State senator 
from that county ? 

Ansicer. 1 think there was some proof of that kind. 

Question. Was not a member of the legislature — of the then existing legislature — 
implicated in that offense ? 
Answei\ To whom do you refer ? 
Question. To Mr. Strudwick. 

Answer. His name was mentioned by some of the parties in that connection. 
Question. Had any man in that county been arrested for any of the outrages commit- 
ted in this manner ? 
Ansiver. I do not know. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any one having been convicted for such an offense ? 

Answer. I never have heard of it. v 

Question. You say you would not think that such a state of things justified any extra- 
ordinary movement outside the county ? 

Answer. I do not see why the ordinary process of law would not have answered 
every purpose. 

Question, Was it not proved before the judges that the sheriff of the county and 
the deputy sheriff of the county were members of the organization ? 
Answer, 1 do not recollect that. 

Question. In case it was proved that such an organization had existed, and had com- 
mitted these outrages ; that no man had been brought to justice for such crimes ; that 
the sheriff and the deputy sheriff' were members of that organization, you would not 
think that would justify sending in there some extraordinary force? 

Answer. I think not. Our law authorizes you to direct a writ to the sheriff of an 
adjoining county under such circumstances ; you are not confined to the sheriffs and 
officers of one county. The judge may direct writs to the sheriff or officers of any 
adjoining county, or other county in the State. And the constables and justices of the 
peace were all competent to arrest these parties. 

Question. Do you mean that a writ can run to a sheriff of another county to make an 
arrest, when the sheriff of the county is not implicated in the charge t 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; the judge has discretion. But if the shenfF was implicated, as you 
state— if he was parliceps criminis — the judge would certainly direct his writ to some 
other sheriff. 

Question. Suppose he had not been at the time implicated, could you direct the writ 
to another sheriff? 
A7im'€r. Not unless there is good reason for it. 

Question, Is it competent for the sheriff of Mecklenburgh County to make an arrest 
in the county of Lincoln ? 

Answej'. If a writ is directed to him that warrants him to do so. 

Question. Has the judge a right to direct the sheriff of Mecklenburgh to make an arrest 
in Lincoln ? 

Answer. If there is good reason for it. 

Question. Is there any good cause, except that the writ runs against the sheriff of the 
county himself? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; a great many other causes ; the sheriff might be out of the way, or 
sick, or incompetent. 

Qucstwn. Then the writ would run to the coroner, would it not ? 

Answer. You may direct it to the coroner or to the sheriff' of an adjoining county; 
that is my recollection of the code. 

Question. Was Colonel Kirk in the United States service during the war ? 

Anstver, I do not know. ^ 

Question. Is it not reputed that he was ? 

Answer. I cannot say. I heard some charges against him, that he was — what do they 
call it ? — a raider over there. 

Question. Did he not command a North Carolina regiment in the Federal service dur- 
ing the war ? 

Anmver, I do not know. ^ 

Question. Have yon never heard that stated ? ^ 

'Answer, If I have, I have forgotten it. 

Question, Do you not recollect that he came down to the town of Morganton, upon 
Camp Vance, and captured it during the war ? 
Answer. Is he the man who killed Waightstill Avery ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Atiswer. I understood that was a raiding company from Tennessee ; whether he had 
a commission at that time from the United States Government or not I do not know. 
Question. He captured the camp and took a number of prisoners ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he was pursued by a company of citizens ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, You did not hear that Colonel Kirk commanded that expedition? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but I always understood it was a raiding expedition, just gotten 
up by himself ; that he was fighting on his own hook. 

Question, TJiat is the way it was reported in North Carolina ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Colonel William J. Clark also one of the colonels appointed in this 
militia ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was he the chief in command ? 

Answer, I think Kirk was the chief in command, I recollect, when this investigation 
was going on there, some of Clark's friends twitted him about serving under Kirk, and 
he did not like it. 

Question, Did Clark deny that he was second in position ? 

Answer. I do not think he did. 

Question. Was Colonel Clark a colonel in the Mexican war? 
Answer. He was an officer. 

Question, Do you recollect whether he gained great distinction as an oflficer ? 

Ansicer. I do not know ; I do not recollect. 

Question, You do not recollect whether he was wounded ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question, Was he a colonel in the confederate army ? 
Answer, I do not know. 

Question, 1 was about to ask you if he did not rise to the grade of general in the con- 
federate army. 
Anstixr. If he did I do not recollect it. 
Question, Is he a lawyer ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of high character? 
Answer, I cannot saj^ that he is. 

Question. Did you ever hear anything against his character other than intemperance ? 
Afiswer, I do not wish to be examined as to his character ; I desire to be excused. 
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Question. How many men were disfrancliised in North Carolina under the recon- 
struction acts? / 
Ans\ver. I do not know. 

Question. Do you recollect how much the next registration was increased when it 
occurred ? 

Answer. No, sir; that was in the politician's line; I do not know whether I am dis- 
franchised or not. 

Question, Do you know whether it was charged that there were fifteen or sixteen 
thousand persons disfranchised; and it turned out that there were less than eleven 
thousand! 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Question. You are acting with the democratic, or the conservative party, in your 
State? 

Anstcer, When I vote I am on the conservative line, from the old-line whigs, as they 
used to call you and me. 

Question. How many colored men were in the legislature last winter? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. How many colored men in the senate? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that every republican member of the senate 
voted for the conviction of Governor Holden, on some of these counts, except the 
colored men ? 

Answer. I think so ; I may be in error, however. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. You stated that you and Mr. Pool were both on the electoral ticket for Jeff. 
Davis? % . 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qmstion. Did you vote for Davis, both of you? 
Answ€fi\ Well, sir, I did ; and so did Mr. Pool. 
Question. At what election was that ? 

Answer. It was at the election for permanent president. Davis was first elected at 
Montgomery as provisional president ; then we organized a permanent government at 
Richmond, and it was on that electoral ticket that we ran as electors ; and Mr. Pool 
beat me very considerably ; I came very near being beaten. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. You were a secessionist ? 
Answer. I never was a secessionist. • , • 
Question. You were on the secession ticket? 

Answer. The secession division, you mean ; I don't know which division I was on. 

By Mr. Blair : . 
Question. Was it not about all the same thing? 
Answer. Mr. Pool w^as nominated by both parties. 
Question. By the secession and the Union men, both? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was always hard to get at ; and I was always plain and out- 
spoken on politics, religion, or anything else. 
Question. Did Mr. Pool vote for Davis ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; with a good will. 

By the Chairiman, (Mr. Pool:) 
QuesUon, You mean as an elector ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By JSIr. Blair: ^ 
Question. You say that parties came down to you and offered, for certain consider- 
ations, to vote ten millions of the State credit to your road? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, That was never used by you as political capital against them? 
Ansuwr. We never mentioned it ; it was never talked of. 

Question. It could not have been supposed that the persons who made this offer to you 
did it fot the> purpose of making political capital? 

Ansiver. There was no political capital about it ; it never was used as political cap- 
ital. The matter was kept in the breasts of the directors ; I do not know that it ever 
was published, or alluded to, or used. Our proceedings were secret ; we kept our pro- 
ceedings- to ourselves. I am* confident that proposition was made in earnest ; but it 
was not considered at all political, it was rejected with disdain. 

Question. It was a business transaction? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and never used or spoken of afterward, publicly. 
Question. The reason I asked you that question was, that Senator Pool asked you if 
this was made use of as a political 
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Answer, I saw the drift of -what he was getting at ; btit it was not political, and not 
nsed as such. 

Question, After the x^roposition was made it was not nsed as a political make-weight ? 
Answer, No, sir.- 



WAsiiiXGTON, D. C, July 31, 1871. 

GILES LEITCH sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Jtlr. Pool.) As this witness was called at the instance of the 
minority of this committee, Iklr. Blair will please commence his examination. 

By Mr. Biair : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 

Ansiver, I reside at Lumberton, Eoheson County, North Carolina. 
Question. How long have you resided there ? 

Ansioer. I am a native of Robeson county ; I was born about twenty-one miles from 
thfe county seat, where I now live ; I have been living at Lumberton since 1851. 

Question, What public positions, if any, have you held in North Carolina ? 

An8we7\ I was elected county registrar in 1853 ; in 1856 I was elected a member of 
the house of commons of the State legislature j and I was elected a State senator in 
1862, 1864, and 1865, for three terms. I believe I have held some position in relation 
to public instruction. I think I was on a committe to examine teachers from about 
1857 or 1858 to the close of the war. 

By the Chairman, (Mr Pool :) 
Question, You mean teachers for our free-schools ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. I do not now recollect that I have held any other public position. 
By Mr. Blair : 

Question. The object of this committee is to ascertain, so far as you have knowledge, 
or so far as you have information upon which you rely, the condition of your State in 
reference to the execution of the laws, and the security of life and property. State 
briefly and in your own way what information you have on that subject. 

Answer. Well my personal acquaintance is especially in the counties of Robeson and 
Ric]imond., My profession is the practice of law, and my acquaintance is chiefly in 
those counties. , • 

Question,^ Well, give us briefly your knowledge and information as to the matters I 
have indicated, so far as they relate to those two counties. 

Answer, The county of Robeson had about one thousand five hundred white voting 
poi)ulation before the close of the war. Since then, since the colored population has 
been enfranchised, there are about three thousand voters in the county ; of that one 
thousand five hundred additional voting population, about half were formerly slaves, 
and the other half are composed of a population that existed there and were never 
slaves, and are not white, but who since 1835 have had no right of suffrage. I am 
speaking now from conjecture, but I think that about one-half of that additional one 
thousand five hundred voters were this old free and not white population j I cannot 
tell with absolute certainty. 

Question, Half of the colored population f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; half of the colored population of Robeson county were never 
slaves at all. In 1835 there was a State conventioil which disfranchised them ; up to 
that time they had exercised the elective franchise. 

I By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Questim, The colored population all over the State had exercised the elective fran- 
chise up to 1835 ? 

Answer, The free negroes, yes, sir ; but Robeson county contained a larger number of 
them than most of the other counties. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question, What are they ; are they negroes ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I desire to tell you the truth as near as I can ; but really I do not 
know what they are ; I think they are a mixture of Spanish, Portuguese and Indian. 
About half of them have straight black hair, and many of the characteristics of the 
Cherokee Indians in our State; then, as they amalgamate and. mix, the hair becomes 
curly and kinky, and from that down to real woolen hair. 

Question, You think they are mixed negroes and Indians f 

Answer, I think they are mixed Portugese, Spaniards and Indians; I mean to class 
the Spaniards and Portuguese as one class, and the Indians as another class. I do not 
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think that in that class of population there is much negro blood at all ; of that half of 
the colored population that I have attempted to describe all have been always free ; I 
was born among them, and I reckon that I know them perfectly well. They are a thrift- 
less, lazy, thievish and indolent population. They are called " mulattoes that is the 
name they are known by, as contradistinguished from neg roes. There is a family 
of them by the name of Lo wry, that seems to have more Indian characteristics than 
perhaps any of the rest of that population. I have not been able to learn the origin of 
that family, though for several years I have been endeavoring to do so. I think they 
are of Indian origin. Before the revolutionary war they were wealthy, and owned 
slaves. During the revolutionary war they were known in that country as robbers ; 
they were neither whig nor tory particularly ; they would rob and plunder and mur- 
der either side. 

By the Chairiman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question, Do you have reference now to the Lowry family? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have reference now to the Lowry family. During the revolu- 
tionary war of 1776, as I have been informed by persons who had knowledge of what 
existed at that time, they were robbers ; they were neither whigs nor tories, but they 
plundered all parties. During that war they accumulated and amassed a large fortune 
and at the close of the war they were rich, their riches consisting mostly in slaves. 
They were colored themselves, and they owned slaves ; I suppose there were a dozen 
heads of families^ perhaps, to whom I allude particularly. Soon after the close of the 
revolutionary war, when law and order were reestablished, and they could not carry 
on their robberies longer, they got into litigation. As a characteristic of these dozen 
heads of families, so it was said of them, they were intemperate. They had lawsuits, 
and gradually and eventually, before my recollection, before I can recollect anything 
much about it, they had wasted their substance in that county in litigation. They 
had lawsuits among themselves and with their neighbors ; they were indicted for vio- 
lations of the law, and were known as lawless men; just about thirty years ago, I 
think, the last of their slaves were sold from them; I do not think they have owned 
any slaves within about thirty years. Well, then, the men of those families became 
mechanics ; they had a sort of cunning about them that was different from the negro. 
They had an address about them, so that whenever they went to a trade they became 
accomplished mechanics, more than ordinarily skilled in whatever branch of business 
they were taught. That Lowry family are only a part of this half of the fifteen hun- 
dred voting population that I spoke of as having been enfranchised by the late enfran- 
chisement, though they are theruling spirits of that class. During the confederate war 
these people were called upon to perform duty at the fortifications at the mouth of 
Cape Fear River. They were classed with ordinary negroes, and they became very 
much dissatisfied about it, and refused to be classed in that way ; and whenrsummoned 
to do duty they refused to perform it. During the war there were police regulations 
in that State that made it the duty of certain officers to obtain the services of these men 
for the purpose of working upon fortifications. The Lowry family generally, besides 
some others, fefused to obey ; and upon the officers requiring them to discharge thosQ 
duties, they deserted. They were out in the woods ; and when the officers of the law 
would go out to seek them they could not be found. Now, of the county of Robeson 
there is a region of about eight or ten miles square, in which this old free colored pop- 
ulation lives; it is called Scuffletown; they all live inside of that area. Well, during 
the war, when they were called upon to work upon the fortifications, they refused to 
do it, and were lying out in the woods, and they were called deserters at that time. 
Just a little reflection wiU show you that that place called Scuffletown is right on the 
line from Newberne, in North Carolina, which was then in possession of the federal 
forces, and Florence, in South Carolina, where the confederates had a prison in which 
they confined federal soldiers. 

Question, You mean on the line of travel ? 

Answer, Yes. Scuffletown is x)n the direct line of travel. from Florence to Newberne, 
or very nearly direct. A number of the federal prisoners held at Florence escaped at 
various times, and in passing to the nearest post held by the federal forces they 
would pass right to Scuffletown; and they fell in with these fellows, several who 
had escaped, from Florence, after having been captured by the confederates and im- 
prisoned there. Just before the close of the war quite a number of them got into this 
place, and there being such a number of deserters from the confederate service, in the 
persons of these mulattoes, instead of going on to Newberne, they stopped there, quite 
a number of them, and all banded together. Those federal escaped prisoners and 
these colored persons together made a formidable force there. The white persons 
everywhere in the State were iu the service. And these persons, so banded together, 
then commenced to rob and plunder. This was about October or November, 1864. 
A mixture of these mulattoes aud these federal prisoners who had escaped from Flor- 
ence banded together and had their camps in the swamps and islands about there. 
They would steal out at night and rob some person living in the neighborhood of all 
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he had — this mixture of mulattoes aDcl escaped prisoners. I suppose that a majority 
of thAn were the mulattoes, with perhaps prisouers enough joined in with them to lead 
them. In the winter of 1864 and lb65 they rohbed the wtialthiest citizens all through 
the county of everything they had. AVell, about the time that General Sherman was 

marching from Savannah through to Raleigh — this again was in the direction 

Question. In the line of march ? 

Anstcer. In the line of march. About a week before Sherman marched through Robe- 
son County — I think he marched through there about the 7th or 8th of March, 1865 — 
just about a week before that time, there were many confederate officers and soldiers 
homo on furlough. There was a police force in North Carolina at that time known as 
the home guard, who were required to perform semi-military service ; just police regu- 
lations, however. Well, they were not sufficiently strong in Robeson County to put 
down this trouble with the mulattoes. Along about the tirst of March several soldiers 
who were at home on furlough combined with this home guard. 

Question, Confederate soldiers ? 
. Answer. Ye??, sir. They attacked this band of mulattoes and escaped federal prison- 
ers and killed t\ro or three of their leaders, captured them and shot them. Then soon 
after that Sherman came along, and that settled everything pretty generally down 
with us there, and we had very little more trouble right off. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. They did not leave anything for them to do ? 

Answer. No ; not much more to do. After that the General Government established 
the Freedmen's Bureau, and' sent the agents of that Bureau down there to regulate our 
country. And while those people I am speaking of were never slaves, yet the Bureau 
agents seemed to take special care of their interests and to protect them. I think they 
induced them to believe that it was their duty to i^rosecnte those people who had killed 
the leaders of those robbers in 1864 and 1865. There were about eighteen or twenty 
men arrested at that instigation,"*aud I defended some of them. I am a practicing 
lawyer in that section of the country. They were under arrest for about twelve 
months, and the grand juries failed to find a true bill. I think the political bias ot 
that institutioa was unfortunate for us. • 

By the CiiAUiMAx, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. What institution ? 

Ansiccr. The Freedmen^s Bureau. I think it was unfortunate. Well, after that there 
were four or five men murdered in our county. They were attacked at night in their 
houses and murdered and robbed of what they had. One of them was named Reuben 
King, who had been sheriff of my county for about eighteen years previous to that time. 

By Mr. Bladi : 
Question. By whom was he murdered ? 

Answer. He was murdered by eight or ten of these mulattoes ; and I will give the 
names of them as far as I can. I do not know that I can give the names of all of them. 

The CiLviRMAN, (Mr. Pool.) I do not know that General Blair would want tha 
names of the murderers. 

Mr. Blair. I do not know that I want them, if it was certain that they belonged to 
that gang. 

The Witness. They certainly belonged to that gang. I assisted the State solicitor 
to prosecute them, and I managed to have four of them arrested. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You mean for the murder of King? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; four of them were arrested. I think about seven were implicated 
in the murder. The trial was removed from Robeson County to Columbus .County, an 
adjoining county. There was a severaiice ; there were four on trial, and but two were 
tried, while two had their cases continued ; the two who were tried were convicted ; 
the evidence was mainly that of an accomplice. 

Question. You mean that the witness was an accomplice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was some corroborating testimony, but the conviction was 
upon the testimony of the accomplice. After conviction their counsel appealed to the 
supreme court for a new trial, and pending the appeal they escaped from jail. And 
those two men, who are now convicted felons, constitute a part of what is known as 
the Robeson County-*)utlaws. 

Question. Lowr^'s band ? 

Answer. There are two; Applewhite and Lowry. George Applewhite and Steven 
Lowry were convicted and sentenced to be executed, and escaped from prison. There 
are not a great many in the band, considering the amount of mischief they do. One 
of them, by the name of Henry Berry Lowry, is the acknowledged leader of this band. 

Question. What became of the other two prisoners whose trial was postponed ? 

A^imcer. The trial of one is still pending. Tht; other was con-vdcted upon another 
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cliarge and hanged since that time ; he was not convicted of the King murder, but of 
a diftereut offense. He escaped with the convicted men, and then committed a murder 
after his escape ; he was again arrested and convicted of that. 

By Mr. Blaik : 
Question. And executed ? 

Answer. And executed. One of the two who had severed and did not have a trial, is 
still awaiting his trial. Steven Lowry and George Applewhite are the two men who 
were tried and found guilty of the King murder, Henry Berry Lowry is a brother of 
Steven Lowry, and is the leader of the outlaws, is the chief spirit among them. The 
first murder that he committed, I think, was about 1863 ; he murdered a man by the 
name of James P. Barnes, who was attempting to put him into service upon the forti- 
fications ; I think that was about 1863. Aud about the same year he murdered a man 
by tlie name of James B. Harris. The method of his murdering was always to way- 
lay and to shoot out of the thicket, out of the bushes. He murdered this Harris about 
the same time, and a little after he murdered Barues. His reason for murdering Harris, 
as was proved, I think, was this: There was a grudge existing between the two men, 
and it grew out of some woman that both wanted to enjoy ; Harris seemed to be suc- 
cessful and Lowry murdered him for it. I think that was it ; I do not think there was 
any politics in it ; I mean that I do not think there were any political or other reasons 
in the existing condition of the country at that time, that caused the murder. 
Besides that, James B. Harris was a pretty rough man himself, and had killed 
two or three of these mulattoes before that time, and was engaged in the killing of 
the father and brother of Lowry, the chiefs of the band of mulattoes and escaped 
federal prisoners in 1864 and 1865^ to which I have heretofore alluded. After about 
1866 or 1867, there were in the band, George Applewhite, Steven Lowry, Henry Berry 
Lowry, Boss Strong, and Andrew Strong; Henry Berry Lowry married the sister of 
Boss and Andrew Strong, and those two brothers are in his band. They form a kind 
of nucleus there. I do not exactly remember the date of their having been outlawed j 
but the magistrates of the county, being empowered to do so by the laws of the State, 
issued a proclamation of outlawry against those men some three or four years ago. 

Question. Against just those men you have named, or those men and others ? 

Answer. I do not think there were many others except those I have named. I will 
name them over ; I am sure Henry Berry Lowry is one, Steven Lowr}^ is another, 
'^porge Applewhite is another, that makes three ; Boss Strong is another, that makes 
T.-.r.r Andrew Strong is another, Henry Oxendine was another, aud he has been exe- 
v.^»>ed since that time; and Calvin Oxendine is still another, and he is in jail. This 
proclamation of outlawry did not seem to have any effect at all ; it did not effect their 
capture. As I tell you, they lived there among the people of their class, who are in 
such numbers that any attempt or effort to capture them would always be made known 
to them before it could be made effectual. 

Question. In what part of the county of Robeson is Scuffletown situated? 

Answer. Very near about the center. 

Question. ' Near Lumberton ? 

Answer. Lumberton is not exactly in the center ; Scuffletown is some eight or ten miles 
west of Lumberton. This proclamation of outlawry seemed to have no effect. There 
was a man by the name of Alfred Thomas, who was an agent of the Freedmen's Bu- 
reau, and located down there on duty ; he and the sheriff of the county on one occa- 
sion waited upon Henry Berry Lowry, and he agreed to surrender to the authorities of 
the law ; they brought him into Lumberton and put him in jail. He staid there some 
two or three weeks, perhaps ; I do not remember the exact time. I understand that 
he said the agreement had not been carried out in good faith, and he drew a revolver 
on the jailer one day and told him to open the door, and the jailer had to let him out. 
He has never been tried. 

Question. Do all the men of that class cooperate with Lowry in his outrages ? 

Answer. Well, sir ; I think not ; I do not think you can put it exactly in that light. 
But I think that most of them sympathize with him, I tlunk that if a band of men 
were to go there for the purpose of an-esting him, they would advise him of that fact 
in time iot him to escape, I do not think they really approve of his conduct. 

Question. StiU they aid in sheltering him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they shelter him. Perhaps it would be well enough for me to de- 
scribe that country down there,, so that you can understand it, I do not know either 
that my descriptive powers are sufficient to make it intelligible. There is what is 
known as the Lumber River, which runs right through about the middle of Robeson 
County ; along each side of the river it is almost entirely a bluff ; there is very little 
swamp along the bank of the river. In the upper portion of the county is what is 
known as Back Swamp, which rises about a half a mile perhaps from the Lumber river 
and empties into it about fifteen miles below. It does not flow more than about a mile 
and a haif or two miles from Lumber River all the way. That swamp is about three- 
quarters of a mile wide on an average. It is not all swamp, but tliere are islands in 
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it of an acre, or two acres, or five acres in extent. The swamp is about ten miles in 
length, of an average width of three.-quartcrs of a mile. Upon those islands they have 
dens and caves in which they hide. Very few people traverse that swamp ; there are 
very few who know where the islands are, or where their caves and dens are. Some 
six months ago we called upon the United States authorities to assist our sheriff in exe- 
cuting the laws of that county, we being unable to do it ourselves. There was a com- 
pany of United States soldiers there about six months ; they were quartered at differ- 
ent points contiguous to this swamp, at Lumbcrton and at other points. Well, TIcnry 
Berry Lowry, hud his crowd of about seven men, were outlawed, but they were un- 
molested during the whole time. They shot a man in sight of the camp of the United 
States soldiers, killed him dead, and escaped with impunity. 
. Question. Who was killed ? 

An8we)\ John Taylor. They shot him in sight of the camp of United States soldiers, 
and then escaped with impunity. 

Question. Without any attempt being made to arrest him ? 

Answer. 0, the soldiers formed into line as soon as they could get all dressed right, 
and see how to go along. They went, but then it did not amount to anything. It 
was in the edge of the swamp that they shot their man and left him. He was a man 
who had been very active in trying to effect their arrest, and whom they had threat- 
ened before, whom they had notified that if he did not leave the country they would 
kill him. I suppose they fixed upon a time and place to be as defiant of the United 
States authorities as they could ; I suppose that was their object. They have killed 
about seventeen or eighteen men, I think, at different times. 

Question, Within what time ? . ' 

Anstoer. Since 1863 ; I think they have killed as many as eight men within the last 
six months ; and they have notified a great many men that if they do not leave the 
country they will kill them. Some leave the country ; some will not leave, and they 
kill those who do not leave. I suppose they have driven off as many as twenty men 
from the country. ' ^ 

Question. Just notify them to quit ? 

Answer. Just notify them that if they do not leave the country they will kill them. 

Question. What class of men are those they kill or notify to leave the country ? 

Answer. They are generally men who have heretofore exercised influence and au- 
thority in the county — men who are influential in making efforts to arrest them. 

Question.* Have these outlaws any politics ? What ticket do they support ? To what 
political party do they adhere ? 

Answer. I think that Henry Berry Lowry never had much politics. All his relations, 
all his color, all his kin, all who are associated with him in any way, are republicans. 
He has been in one or two processions of the republican party ; but having been under 
a ban in consequence of warrants for his arrest, I do not think he has ever voted. 1 
do not know how that is ; some say he has, and some say ho has not ; but I think my- 
self that he has never voted. I think all the balance of the band have voted the re- 
publican ticket. They are of that class that forms and makes up that party in that 
section of the State. 

Question. And who are the men he has killed or made to quit the country ? Are tliey 
democrats or republicans ? 

Answer. They are all what are known to us as conservatives. I do not think that 
any who have quit the country are republicans. He has killed eighteen or twenty 
men. This one man has killed that many, and I think that two of them were rei^ub- 
licans — men who were impressed to hunt them as a part of the posse. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Do you mean that two of them were democrats ? 

Answer. I mean that two of the men he killed were republicans, I think, though, it 
was because they were hunting him. 

By Mr. BLAiR : 

Question. Because they were in pursuit of him ? 

Answer. Because they were in pursuit of him. It has got to be spoken of as a fact 
that they have never slain a republican. My own impression is that they slay tha 
m^en who are trying to capture them as outlaws. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Without respect to party ? 

Answer. Well, sir, it is one of those things it is almost impossible for me to decide 
about. I have heard it remarked in that country that of the eighteen or twenty men 
they have kiUed there have been but two republicans, and those they killed acbident- 
ally ; that is, they did not know they were republicans. But I am inclined to the 
opinion that they just kill those men who are seeking to arrest them. 
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By Mr. Blair : 

Question. They have killed a great many men who were not seeking to arrest tbem, 
have they not ? Was Taylor seeking to arrest them when he was killed ? 

Answer, He was understood by them as being hostile to them, as desiring their ar- 
rest. At the time he was killed he was not seeking to arrest them, or making any 
effort to accomplish their arrest. Now I would like to mention one thing to this com- 
mittee, and if it would have any effect anywhere in the world I feel a great deal of 
concern to have anything done that can be done. About the 1st of July 

Question. Of this year? 
' An8we)\ Yes, sir, about a month ago the commissioners of that county instructed the 
sheriff to get a posse to put down these outlaws, to capture them, to secure their arrest. 
Accordingly he has had about a hundred men for the last month seeking to arrest these 
outlaws. There are only about seven of the outlaws. The shferiff has put this posse 
under Hie lead of a man who was a confederate officer, noted for his coolness and cour- 
age. They had headquarters, and I think made some arrangement about it ; something 
like a military arrangement. Provisions were provided for this posse, and their head- ^ 
quarters were up about the center of Scufiletown. I think the sheriff ordered out about ' 
a hundred men, about ten men from each township, and there are about ten townships 
in the county. Well, about the first thing they did after they got together there was 
this : They concluded to capture the wives of these outlaws, and perhaps their concu- 
bines, thinking that it would enable them to get a sight of the outlaws, to find out 
where they were, so that they could be captured ; that in that way they could success- 
fully accomplish their capture. They therefore sent out a guard and brought in their 
women, and on the way they were waylaid, and three of the guard were killed, among 
our best men. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. While they were bringing in their wives ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were ambushed by the robbers, and three were killed. And 
then it was concluded to send the women to Lumberton, about ten jniles from where 
the headquarters of this posse was. They were sent down there, and the magistrates 
issued warrants against them for aiding and abetting the outlaws. They were not put 
in jail, but they were kept under guard. I think the three men were killed about 
Friday, as near as I can recollect, and there were four others wounded. There were 
seven men shot by the robbers, four wounded, and three killed straight out dead. There 
were guards sufficient, though, to keep the women from being retaken by the robbers. 
The women were sent down to Lumberton, the county-seat. Well, I do not know that 
I can tell precisely the different dates ; but two or three days after that Henry Berry 
Lowry sent a messenger down to the sheriff of the county demanding the release ot 
those women, or threatening that he would cause blood to flow in Robeson County. 
The sheriff was unwilling to release them, but there was such a terror among the citi- 
zens that they compelled him to do it. Men were apprehensive that their wives and 
daughters would be taken in place of the wives and daughters of the robbers who 
were then under arrest, and they brought such a pressure to bear upon the sheriff that 
he could not resist, and he let them go. A few days before I left home they killed two 
young men, between their homes and the railroad depot, which was about three-quar- 
ters of a mile from where they lived. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Question. Were those two youn^ men part of the sheriff's posse ? 

Answer. They were going to join it. They were not acting at that time. Within 
the last six months they have killed five men. 

Question. You mean those two and the three who were killed when the women were 
captured 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blaik : 

Question. What were the names of those men who were killed ? 

Answer. The last two were Mordecai McLean and Hugh McLean. And at the same 
time there was a man named McCallum, who was in the same buggy with them, who 
was wounded, but he made his escape. I have understood that Mordecai McLean had 
been in the sheriff's posse two weeks before, and was supposed to have possession of a 
long-range gun ; but it turned out that he did not have it at the time he was killed. 

Question. Do you suppose that his having that gun was any temptation to them to 
kill him ? 

Answer. Well, I think that was one inducement. Then I think that he having been 
active ih trying to secure their arrest, that was another inducement. He had been no- 
tified by them several times to leave the country or he would be killed. 

Question. \0n account of his activity against them % 

Ansive)\ Yes, sir j that was understood to be the reason. 
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Question. Now I want to ask you the question whether this band of men in your 
county have had any political objects in view, and whether, by reason of that, they 
are shielded by the authorities ? 

Answer, Well, sir, that is a pretty hard question to answer, but I will answer it just 
as I understand it. 

Question. Answer it exactly as you believe to bo the truth about the matter. 

Anmi'cr. Yes, sir. I believe that the politicians who have established in that county 
the republican party have got all this class of people into that party by instillin«^ into 
them a hatred toward the white race. I believe they have been taught to hate the 
white man as one who was endeavoring to keep away from them what are th'eir 
rights ; I believe that. But, at the $ame time, I do not believe that the republican 
party, as an organization down there, would shield those men. I believe that they 
desire that they should be arrested and xumished. 

Question. Have they made such efi'orts for their arrest and punishment as 

Answer. No ; I think that if those of their own color, that class of seven hundred or 
eight hundred men I have mentioned to you, had desired it, or had made the effort, 
they could have captured those men, and they are the only men who can do it. 

Question, I understand you to say that they not only do not assist in their capture, 
but they aid them in evading capture ? 

Answer, I think they give them information of any efforts that are being made to 
arrest them. 

Question. Do most of these seven hundred or eight hundred men of whom you speak 
also live by plunder in the Scuffletown settlement ? 

Ansicer. I caunot say they do. These seven or eight men are the only men who are 
outlaws ; the balance of them are subject to arrest, if any precept is issued against 
them ; they submit to the laws. 

Question! Do the whole of this class of men, amounting to seven hundred or eight 
hundred men, vote the republican ticket, according to your belief? 

Ansu'ei\ O, yeS, sir. 

Question. Those men who are aiding these outlaws to evade capture ? 
Ansivcr. Yes, isir; I think so. 

Question. Is there any other organization in your county, any secret organization, 
whose purpose it is, aud whose practice it is, to violate the law and to commit out- 
rages upon person and property ? 

Answer, I do not think there is any except that. 

Question, In your county ? 

Answer. 1 think not, sir. I think this : that there is a kind of— I do not know exactly 
how to express it — a kind of public sentiment among the negroes against one of their 
race who votes the democratic ticket, a disposition to ostracize him trom their society ; 
I think there is something like that. There are not many who attempt to vote any 
other way except the radical ticket. 

Question. That is to say, if any negro attempts to vote the democratic ticket, there 
is an understanding among the other negroes 

Ansicer, That he is to be drummed out of countenance ; that he is not to be counte- 
nanced at all. 

Question. By them ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. There is a man in my county who is indicted as a Ku-Klux. He 
disguised himself, with two or three others, and got after another negro who was said 
to have voted the democratic ticket. The case has been continued. I do not know 
that it is a matter of any very great consequence. 

Question. What is the name of that negro ? 

Answer. John HoUoway; the constable of the township. He is indicted in that 
county for going in disguise and frightening another colored man j he and two other 
men. I do not know whether the others are indicted or not. 

Question. Are the others known ? 

Answer. W^ell, I do not know them myself ; I do not know whether anybody else 
knows them but John Holloway, the constable, who is indicted. I think he just got up 
a crowd to intimidate that man. 

Question. What did they do to the man ? 

Answei\ I think he mad(j his escape ; I do not think they hurt him at all. 
Question. Did they attempt to whip him or to kill him ? 

Answer. I think they only attempted to frighten him. It may have been more 
serious, but I do not know. My impression is that all they attemiDted to do was to 
frighten him ; well, to make him feel disgraced for not being a good republican* I 
think that was about the whole pitrpose of it. 

Question. When did that take place ? 

Aiiswcr, Jhat was previous to our last court. I think it was along about February 
last, as near as I can recollect. 

Question. Are the county officers of your county all republicans? 

Answer, No, sir; our sheriff is a 4®mocrat. A republican was elected sberiff>but ha. 
failed to give bond. 

10 NO 
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Question, This democratic sheriff was appointed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; by the commissioners of the county. 

Question, If their is any other mutter or thing which you. know, bearing npon the 
general question of the good order and peace of your community, you can state it. 

Answer*. I would like to say this : as I have told you, there has been a posse of the 
couuty out now for about a month ; they have fa41ed to capture or hurt a single out- 
law, while on the other hand live of them have been killed and four of them wounded. 

By Mr. Buckley : 
Question. Of thp posse ? 

Answer. Of the posse, yes, sir. We are just in this condition; If we abandon tho 
hunt.it will just be giving up that whole country to the outlaws, just admitting that 
they are victorious. If wo continue it, there is not much prospect of its doing any 
good. We are in a very deplorable condition down there in Robeson County. 

^ By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Is there any prospect at all of capturing those men ? 

Answer. None in the world. I know it must sound strange to men for me to say so. 
But there they have been for four or five years, during which time they have killed 
eighteen or twenty men, and not one of their own number has beeu killed. I do not 
believe in witchcraft, nor in conjuring, nor in anything of that sort, but the fact of 
the business is that they are not being captured or killed. They are a terror to our 
country. Our people, for the last three or four years, of both colors, complexions, and 
classes, are leaving the county to evade the summons of the sheriff; they are going to 
Cumberland and to South Carolina. The men are sending off the female members of 
their families, to avoid their being taken by Henrj^ Berry Lowry and his gang as a 
sort of hostage. It is. a terrible condition, gentlemen ; it is, there is no doubt about it. 

Question. And they make a great deal more fuss down there about the Ku-Klux than 
they do about these outlaws ? 

Ansiver. O, no, not in our part of the country ; there is no Ku-Klux down there. 

Question. The State authorities . * 

Answer. I suppose that down about Logan's district, down about Rutherfordton, they 
have some. 

Question. They have United States troops there ? 

Answer. The troops were carried from Robeson County up there. 

Question. They were in Robeson County ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, they were in Robeson, but they did not do any good there. There was 
a force of United States troops there, and two or three of Henry Berry Lowry's friends 
were arrested and put in jail, and they refused to furnish the sheriff with a guard for 
the jail ; I do not know whether or not it was tlieir duty to furnish one. Henry Berry 
Lowry came and unlocked the prison-doors and turned his friends out. 

Question. After the proper authorities had asked for their assistance, the troops 
refused to give it ? 

Answer. Yes ; I do not know that it was contumaccous ; I think it was a question 
whether the sheriff had a light to order the soldiers ; some little notions about that. 
Question. A question of etiquette ? 

Answer. Yes, a question of etiquette ; I think that was it. The result was that the 
friends of Lowry escaped from jail. 

Question. Do you not believe that if any serious effort were made by the authorities 
of the State, an effort commensurate with the importance of the object, these outlaws 
could be captured, unless they were shielded by a large portion of the people of the 
county ? 

Answer. Just let me reflect a few moments before I answer that question. [After a 
pause.] Do you mean by *'the authorities of the State" the posse comitaius of tho 
county ? 

Question. 1 mean the governor and the executive authorities of the State. Those 
people are declared outlaws by the State authorities, and if one power is not sufficient, 
then the whole power of the State ought to be brought to bear upon them. I mean, 
is the whole executive power of the State unable to capture those outlaws, if vigor 
and diligence were used commensurate with the importance of tho occasion ? 

Anstcer. I think that Henry Berry Lowry and his gang are reckless. I believe that 
the posse who are attempting to arrest them are demoralized by them. Of course, I 
cannot say that the whole State of North Carolina could not capture those men. But 
it has been the duty of the officers of the law, for four years past, to do it, and thus 
far they have taUed. . Does that answer your question ? If not, I do not exactly know 
how to answer it. 

Question. The question was simply, wliether the authority of the State, if exerted in 
good faith, could not capture those outlaws. If such efforts had been made to cap- 
ture those parties as were made last year against the two counties of Alamance and 
Caswell, which were put under martial law by Governor Holden, do you not think 
they might have heen. captured ? 
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Answer. It may be ; I am not familiar with tbo transactions in those two counties. 
Question. I believe that in that instance Governor Holden called out two regiments ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To capture people whom he called Ku-IGux, and that in those two counties 
there never had been any resistance to law — that is, resistance to arrest. In this 
county of Robeson I understand there has been a resistance extending over four years, 
and the force of the county has proved inadequate to their capture ? 

Ansu'ei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yet the authorities of the State have made no effort to aid in their capture ? 

Answe)'. Well, sir, about the first of this month we applied to Governor Caldwell, 
and he sent down one hundred stands of arms, and some ammunition. I do not know 
that that would do any good, unless we had some men to use them. I do not think 
there has been any refusal on the part of Governor Caldwell to extend any aid to us 
that he can ; but there is nobody to exercise it, nobody to exert it effectually. 

Question, In the case of the declaration of martial law in Alamance and Caswell, 
there were bodies of troops raised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Two regiments of troops, and they were armed and equipped, and the 
counties were put under martial law ? 
Answer. Probably that would secure the arrest of these men ; I do not know. 
Question. That has never been tried there ? # 
Answe}\ No, sir. 

Question. I believe that was done in those two counties, when there never had been 
the slightest resistance to any legal process in those counties ; while in your county I 
understand the resistance to process has been unremitting for the last four years ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir j by these seven or eight men. 

Question. And they are aided and assisted in evading and resisting the law by a large 
body of men in the county, numbering some seven hundred men, as you have stated ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you believe, or is it the belief among your people, that it is out of ten- 
derne^ to those people, on account of their color, and because such an attempt would 
be unpopular among the black people of your State, thus to make war upon those 
people I 

Ansiver. I do believe Jhat the existence of this state of affairs in Eobeson County is 
in pousequence of the results of the war. 

By the CHAniiviAN, (Mr. Pool :) 
Qxmtion. You mean the rebellion ? 
Answer. WeU, yes ; I mean the confederate war ? 
Question. Yon mean the late war ? 

Answer. Yea,, sir. I believe if the laws existed now that existed before the close of 
the rebellion these troubles could be suppressed. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. That is to say, they would be suppressed except that these people are 
voters ? 

Ansicer. Well, yes, that is about what I mean ; that is really what I do mean, that 
these peopl© are voters now. 

Question. Do I understand that you mean that because these men have the suffrage, 
and because a vigorous effort to put down their lawlessness might affect the colored 
vote of the State, therefore the State authorities decline and refuse to do it ? 

Answer. Well, I do not think I would like to state it exactly that strong ; I do not 
know exactly how to express it. It is owiug to the changed condition of affairs. I do 
not think it is exactly as you put it. But I think it is because — well, let me reflect a 
little. [After a pause.] I can hardly say. 

Question. State, then, if you please, why, in your opinion, it is that those people are 
allowed to commit such outrages without a vigorous effoi-t being made- by the author- 
ities of the State to put them down. Why do they permit this thing to go on in your 
county, and make no commensurate effort to put it down ? What is the reason of it ? 

Answer. [After a pause.] Let me state it at my leisure, and I wiS try and give an 
answer. 

Question. Two or three regiments were called out for the counties of Alamance and 
Caswell, where there was no resistance to the law. The Government of the United 
States has been called upon for all its power, and it has been clothed with very ques- 
tionable authority, on account of outrages that are rumored and spoken of in other 
parts of the State. But in the county of Robeson, where so many men have been 
killed and where resistance to law has been going on for so long a time, no commensu- 
rate effort has been made by either the State or National Government to put a stop to 
it. Now, what is the reason of that 7 

Anstcer. I do not believe that Governor Caldwell protects those people ; I tiiink that 
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the sheriff of Robeson is anxious to use any effort within his power to arrest them. I be- 
lieve that the officers of the law, if they could, would discharge their duties. I believe 
that originally the influence that those men had prevented a strict enforcement of the 
law ; the political influence that those men had prevented the strict enforcement of 
the law. I do not believe that those considerations exist at present. 

Question. 1 understood you to say that when the Bureau officers went down there, 
they took these people under their particular charge and protection ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did that continue ? 

Answer. Well, it continued until after the adoption of the State constitution, in 1868. 
I believe that was the time, during the year 1868, that the Bureau expired there. I 
know it virtually ex|)ired with us after the State government went into operation. 

Question. Those men were not entitled, by the law, to be taken under the direction 
of the Bureau, were they ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They were always free men ? 
Anstvn\ They had always been free. 

Question. And at that time, I believe, they were acting in defiance of the law ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And some had been convicted of high crimes, had they not ? 

Ansicer. Steven Lowry anA George Applewhite were convicted after that ; I believe 
^at Henry Berry Lowry had been arrested and charged under indictment by the 
grand jury. 

Question. That was pending against him prior to that time ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And yet he was protected by the Bureau officers? 

Answer. Well, what I meant to say was that the Bureau officers were understood to 
have encouraged him and his relations to prosecute the home-guard that had killed 
some of those men for robbing, during the latter part of the war. 

Question. They assisted in the prosecution of those men ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And gave countenance to Lowry and his gang ? 
Answer Yes, in that way. 

Question. Is there in your county, or in the county of Richmond, of which you spoke 
as one of the counties with which you are familiar, any other cause of disquietude 
among the people there except the one to which you have alluded ? 

Answer. I think not. I think that these outlaws — they are known by the name of 
outlaws ; they are men who have been indicted ; they are men who live in caves and 
dens ; they are not amenable to justice. There are about seven of them in the county 
of Robeson. I do not think there are any others who are evading the process of the 
law ; I do not think there are any others but what process could be served on them. 
There have been one or two homicides in the hunt for these robbers ; but I do not know 
that they were men who were killed because they were supposed to be in complicity 
with the robbers ; they were killed in i)he effort to arrest the robbers, and the men who 
have done that have been prosecuted. 

Question. By whom? 

Answer. Well, by the grand jury, by the judge of the court. 
Question. By the radical authorities ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Our judge there, Daniel L. Russell, I believe, is fully in earnest in 
his desire to bring to punishment these outlaws that are in his district. I do not think 
there is any complicity with them on his part. At our last court there was a report of 
a jury of inquest implicating nine men, who had been out for the purpose of arresting 
these outlaws. The witnesses were sent before the ^rand jury, and the grand jury de- 
cided that the evidence was not sufficient to authorize them to find a true bill. Judge 
Russell had entered upon the minutes of the court his protest against the action of the 
grand jury. 

Question. Do you remember the facts attending the killing of that man ? 

Answer. Well, the facts were that he lived in the immediate vicinity of the outlaws, 
and was supposed to be in complicity with them in their acts ; the sheriff's i^osse went 
to arrest the outlaws, and failing to "do it some of them took up this colored man and 
killed him ; that is, it is understood that he was killed. 

Question. Did they believe 

Answer. 1 think there is no doubt of the fact that they believed he was really a spy 
to assist and shield the outlaws. 

Question. Do you believe that that conduct of the judge displayed any very great zeal 
for the capture of those outlaws. 

Answer. No, sir, I do not ; I do not think that displayed any zeal ; I think that in that 
he acted injudiciously, that he ought not to have done so ; I do not think that his offi- 
cial duties required him to do that ; I did understand that the grand jury did not 
have sufficient evidence to find a true biU, and that it was considered officious in the 
judge "te enter any .protest at all about their action. 



NORTH CAEOLINA. 



293 



By the Ch airman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Question. I uuderstood you fo suy that these seven or eight hundred persons that 
yon designate as muhittoes are not negroes, hut are a mixture of Portuguese and Spanish, 
white hlood and Indian hlood ; you think they are not generally negroes ? 

Avsiccr. I do not think that the negro blood predominates. 

Question. The word " mulatto " means a cross between the white .ind negro ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not mean the word to b© understood in that sense when applied to 
those people ? 

Anewer. I really do not know exactly how to describe those people. The most of 
them have bushy, kinky hair, and they are about the color of a cross betweeu the 
white and the negro j but they do not exactly partake of the characteristics of such a 
cross. 

y Question. You were born and brought up right in that vicinity, were you not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You know these people well ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The first difficulty that occurred with them was Jit the time when the con- 
federates undertook to class them with free negroes and to order them to work upon the 
fortifications ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. The order putting men to work upon the fortifications extended only to ne- 
groes, and they raised that question ? 

Answer. Well, now, the first difficulty was with James P. Barnes ; I think that diffi- 
culty arose from his accusing the Lowry family of having appropriated som^ of his 
cattle ; and he got out a search-warrant and took the officers of the law to search for 
his beef-cattle. 

Question When was that ? 

Answer. That was along about 1863; about the same time, I think, there were 
troubles from their refusing to go to work on the fortifications. 
Question. Trouble with the mulattoes, as you call them ? 

Aim^er. Yes, sir. They killed Barnes because he prosecuted them for stealing his 
beef-cattle. 

Question. You say that this Lowry family shielded Federal prisoners escaping from 
some place in South Carolina, while on their way to Newberne ; and that after a time 
some of these Federal soldiers remained with them. What has become of those Federal 
soldiers ? Have they left there since the war closed ? 

Answer. I think they left there before the war closed. When this raid on them was 
made by the home guard I think they scattered ; there was one or two of them wounded 
in that rencounter. When General Sherman^s army marched through that county, I 
think they went off with the Federal Army. ^ 

Question. Will you state what outrages, if any, were committed on Lowry, or on any 
member of his family, by the white people, by any white men, along during the war ? 
Do you recollect whether his father was killed by them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have stated about that ; that was by the home guard, just imme- 
diately preceding the march of the Union army through there. 

Question. Do you recollect whether his brother was killed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; his father and brother were shot by the home guards. 

Question. You mean by the confederates ? 

Ansicer. By the State authorities. 
. Question. There were present ^in that home guard some furloughed confederate sol- 
diers, who were then resident m the county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect whether any outrages were committed upon any of the 
women of the Lowry family ? 
Answer. I do not recollect that I ever heard there was any. * 
Question. Do you recollect whether any white men of the county have had any diffi- 
culty with Lowry and his gang, in regard to some of the women of the families of 
Lowry's gang ? 

Answer. I never heard about that. I did hear this : That Lowry's mother was arrested 
about the time her husband and son were shot. I do not think that I heard that she 
was really punished in any way ; but she was under arrest, and perhaps they fright- 
ened her ; I do not remember to have heard that she was ever punished. I do remem- 
ber that at the time her husband and son were executed she was under arrest ; I recol- 
lect hearing about that. 

Question, You mean when her husband and son were killed by the home guard ? 

Amwer. Yes. If. there was any indignity offered to her, or any punishment inflicted 
upon her, or anything of that sort, I do not recollect anything about it now. 

Question, Is there any white blood in that Lowry family? 

Anmcer. 1 really do not know. I think that the father was Indian ; I think the fam- 
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ily has a"bout the characteristics of the Cherokees of our State. The mother was named 
Gumbo, and I think it is likely that there may have been some -white blood in the 
Gumbo family ; I do not know that certainly, but I think it is likely. 

Question. Was riot Henry Berry Lowry induced to undertake retaliation because of 
the outrages committed during war times upon tho members of his family; is not that 
the origin of this trouble ? 

Ansiver. I cannot undertake to say what he thinks does justify his acts. 

Question. I want to get at the fact. 

Answer. I state the facts. You know about what really did occur. 

Question. You have a right to state what is the general understanding in the commu- 
nity, or what you believe to be the truth. 

Answer. His' father and brother were killed by the home guards, about the close of 
the war. 

Question. Do you recollect whether any housesL were burned ? 

Answer. I do not think there were any houses burned. His father and brother were 
killed by a company of home guards. He is said to have killed James P. Barnes and 
James B. Harris during the war. 

Question. That was a private feud ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know. James B. Harris was a home guard officer to take the 
crowd to the fortifications, and there was a private feud about some woman ; but I do 
not know exactly how much influence that had. 

Question. I understood you to say that Lowry and Barnes were after the same woman ? 

Answer. Barnes got out a search warrant for some beef cattle that he alleged had 
been stolen from him ; and it was said that it was for that reason that he was way- 
laid hy Lowry. 

Question. When these Federal prisoners were with them you say they were in the 
habit of going out and robbing wealthy people in the neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they rob them of anything but provisions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. Of what else ? 

Answer, Of money, jewelry, and clothing. 

Question. Did they injure any of the persons they robbed ? 

Answer. I think that generally there was no resistance to them. There was resist- 
ance at Dr. McNair's, and there was firing by both parties, and some of the gang were 
wounded ; there was a United States soldier wounded. » 

Question. Is there a considerable portion of territory in the western part of North 
Carolina set apart for the Cherokee Indians ? You have been a member of the legisla- 
ture, and perhaps you know how that is. 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I believe there is. 

Question. Do you reccHect whether, by law, white meo are excluded from purchas- 
ing land in that territory set apart for the Cherokee Indians ? 
Answer. I do not remember about that. 

Question. You recollect that the Cherokee Indians are congregrated within a certain 
'territory of country in the western part of the State, and that with the permission of 
the State they occupy that territory ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was this ten or twelve miles square of territory in Robeson County, by 
•common consent, left somewhat in the same way to this Lowry set of people ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are they the main portion of the inhabitants in that section of country ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. They are not ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Who lives in Scuffletown besides them ? 

Answer. The Lowry family is Indian ; then there are Locklaers, Oxendines, Hunts, 
Joneses, and Gray boys; I do not recollect how many other negro names there are. 
There are a dozen diflerent families there. Some of the Lowry and Oxendine families 
are related by marriage. But Lowry is Indian ; the balance of them are not under- 
stood to be Indian — they are mulatto ; I mean colored people. 

Question. Do any white persons live in Scuffletown ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but not many now ; they are about all scared off, about all run out. 
Question. You spoke of Reuben King having been killed by this Lowry gang ; and 
you said that several others were killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were all those persons men who had taken an a-ctive part against Lowry ? 

Answer. No, sir. Barnes was about the first one that Henry Berry Lowry killed ; 
the next one was James B.Harris; those were private feuds. Then among the first 
that were killed after the close of the war was Reuben King. He was a man reputed 
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to 1)0 wealthy, and tbey went to liis house and robbed him ; ho resisted their efforts to 
rob him, and they killed him. ♦ 

Question. What had been the relations existing before between King and those men? 

Answer, I do not think there was any consideration in the world except for the pur- 
pose of getting his money. However, he had been sheriff for some considerable time, 
and at one time he had this Henry Berry Lowry arrested, and he put him in con- 
finement in Columbus County, the jail of Robeson County having been destroyed 
before that time. I do not know whether thero was any animosity on account of that 
or not. 

Question, Was ho the man who went with the Freedmen's Bureau man to get Lowry 
to give himself up ? 
Answer. No, sir 

Question. Was Mr. King with the gang that killed the fiither and brother of Lowry ? 
Anstcer. No, sir ; he had nothing in the world to do with it. 

Question, Who were those two youn^ men you said were killed while on their way 
to join the sheriff^s ]}osse ? Do you recollect whether they had killed any of Lowry's 
men? 

Answer, Do you mean Mordecai McLean and Hugh McLean ? 
Question, Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not think they had ever killed any of Lowry's men. Perhaps it would 
be appropriate for me to say that there is a reward for Henry Berry Lowry and his 
gang ; I think a thousand dollars reward has been offered for four or live of them. 

Question. For each of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a reward offered by the governor. That has induced a company of 
young men of about equal numbers to ambush themselves in that Scuffletown dis- 
trict, for the purpose of capturing them. 

Question, How long has that been going on ? 

Answer. I think it has been going on for four or five months. A young man of the 
name of McCallum was of that company, and he was with the two McLeans when 
they were murdered. The three were in a buggy together ; they were halted and im- 
mediately fired on. Tho two McLeans were killed outright ; but McCallum seemed to 
be protected on the off' side. He jumped out of the buggy, and was shot in two or 
three places, but escaped. McCallum was one of some seven or eight men who had 
made up their minds to capture this gang, for the reward perhaps, I suppose ; and 
also for the consideration that it was their duty to do so. In addition to that one of 
the McLeans had a long-range gun that it was understood the Lowrys wanted. They 
have given notice to all those six or eight men that they must leave the country, or 
death will be their portion. 

Question. The men who undertook to capture them for the reward ? * 

Atmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Are there any considerable portion of your people who justify the conduct 
of Lowry and his gang ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question, Do the colored people there justify it ? 

Ansu'er. I think not as a class ; I do not think they do. It is just this way : in that 
immediate section of country, of about seven or eight miles square, neither a white 
man nor a colored man must oppose Henry Berry Lovn-y at all, or he will be shot 
down. 

Question. Shot down by Lowry or his gang? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that while really they do not like to uphold his conduct, 
there are a great many people there, white as well as colored, who are afi*aid to abuse 
him. 

Question, Has politics anything in the world to do with tliat ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know that it has ; they are all of the same politics. 

Question, Do you suppose anybody fails to oppose Henry Berry Lowry or his gang 
because he is understood to be a republican ? 

Answer. [After a pause.] I think that the republicans as a part^ in'that county do 
not justify his conduct. But yet I think that every person in that county who is not 
whit^ is a rei)ublican. I cannot undertake to say on my o^^th how much I believe his 
being a republican protects him. 

Question. You are yourself a democrat, or a conservative, as you call it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am a conservative. 

Question, Is Henry Beny Lowry's gang, or its operations, of any manner of service 
to the republican party in that county ? 

Answer. [After a pause.] That is a pretty hard question to answer. 

Question. If it is of any service to them, in what way is it of service ? 

Answa\ I hardly know how to answer your question exactly. [After a pause.] I 
do not think that I can answer that question ; I do not know. 

Question, If Henry Berry Lo^vry's gang of seven men should all be arrested and exe- 
cuted, would that injure the republican party in that county ? 
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Ansivei'. I do not sec that it would. 

Question.. If they should be arrested and executed, would it injure the republican 
party in the State in any way ? * 

Ansxvei'. I think it ought to benefit the republican party ? 

Question. You think that would tend to benefit rather "than to injure the republican 
party ? 

Answer. If they were brought to justice for the reason— just let me explain ; the 
State is governed by republicans, and the bringing of criminals to punishment would 
1*6 an enforcement of the laws. 

Question. You say the governor has offered for the arrest of these men a reward of 
§1,000 each. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You spoke of their having been outlawed several years ago ? 

Answe)\ It has been within a year, I think ; they were outlawed by the magistrates, 
under the statute ? • 

Question. Does not the outlawry have to be proclaimed by the governor? Did not 
Governor Holden issue a proclamation outlawing them ? 

Answer. I do not recollect that. It seems to me that under our statutes the magis- 
trates issued a proclamatioQ of outlawry, and the legislature authorized the governor 
to offer a reward for all who had been outlawed ; that is my recollection of it. 

Question. The magistrates of the county might ask the governor to do it ? 

Ansivei\ I think our laws now contain a statute that makes it the duty of the magis- 
trates, upon the affidavit of an ofScer that he has a i)recept that he cannot execute, to 
issue a proclamation to all citizens to arrest. the person. 

^Question. 1 find in a letter written to tlie governor of the State by your present 
sheriff, Mr. McMillan, the following : ^' That these parties have been outlawed by your 
excellency, and your predecessor in office, and whom the sheriff of the county has ibeen 
specially enjoined by proclamation from the executive department to pursue and take 
dead or alive." 

Answer. If you will excuse me from deciding exactly how the law is, I will be very 
much obliged. I think it authorized the magistrates to issue the proclamation of out- 
lawry ; it may be that only the governor is authorized to issue it. 

Question. Do you not know of two separate and distinct proclamations having been 
issued by Governor Holden and Govern or Caldwell outlawing those men ? 

Answer. I know that Govenor Caldwell issued his i)roclamation, and I think Holden 
did, but I am not certain. I think the rewards offered were authorized by an act of 
the legislature. 

Question. Do you recollect that the sheriff was especially enjoined by a proclamation 
from the governor to call out a posse to arrest those men, or kill them ; that is, to take 
them dead or alive ? 

Answer. That is, if it was the governor that issued the proclamation. I know the 
proclamation was to halt them, and if they did not submit then, to proceed to kill them 
if necessary. 

Question. Are the magistrates of your county republicans? 

Answer. They are mixed ; in some of the townships they are republicans, and in some 
they are democrats. 

Question. Are the majority of them republicans ? 
Ansiver. I hardly know how that is. 

Question. You say that the governor of the State has only sent down a hundred stand , 
\ of arms and some ammunition for the sheriff's posse ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you not know that tho governor of the State has gone in person to that 
* county? 

Answe)'. He had not gone there when I left home. 
Question. Has he not gone there since ? 

Ansicer. 1 have not seen any account of it if he has ; it 'may be so j there is a terrible 
state of affairs down there. i3ut he had not gone down there when I left home. 

Question. The only trouble you have is that seven or eight men, who have been out- 
lawed, have got into an inaccessible swamp, in which it is dangerous for men to pursue 
them, and where it is almost impracticable to pursue them. 

Answer. Well, that does not state it exactly. 

Question. How is it, then ? 

Answer. It is just this way : These men have all forfeited their lives ; they are entirely 
reckless. If you get a squad of men from the country, who have been impressed into 
that kind of service, when Henry Berry Lowry and his crowd shoot down two or three 
of them, you cannot get the rest to come up well. 

Question. To go into the swamp ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Is that swamp dense and inaccessible ? 

Answer. I^t me explain to you how that is. There is a dense swamp about half a 
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mile in width and about eight miles long. In that swamp there are a nnmber of islands. 
Then, there is all through that country perhaps, tracts of fifty, seventy-five, or a hun- 
dred acres of what we call " bays," j ust 1 swamp-growth of bay-trees. Sometimes there 
is a little estuary that goes into a creek and drains that spot, some kind of little branch 
or "slash," as we call it. Those " bays" are numerous ; sometimes they do not cover 
more than one or two acres, sometimes they cover seventy-five or a hundred acres ; but 
iliey are all about in that country there. Now Lumber Eiver runs through about 
the center of the county. What we call the Black Swamp has its source in the western 
part of the county, from one of these "bays" that I have been describing; and it ex- 
tends parallel with Lumber River for about eight or ten miles, at no point more than 
two or three miles from the river. Then, there are bays " and branches that come in 
between the river and this swamp. I do not know that I can describe it so as to give 
you an exact understanding of it. 

Question. The growth is a thick jungle? 

Answer. In the swamp it is; but out'on the islands all over the swamps it is pine 
land. 

Question. But when you get into the swamp you cannot see a man any considerable 
distance ? 

Answer. No ; you cannot see a man far. 

QueMimi. The difficulty is to get these six or eight desperate men out of that swamp? 
Answer. Well, the difficulty is to kill them ; that is it. 
Question. You have either to get them out or to kill them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; to capture them or to kill them. I have really never read of or 
learned 

Question. Do you know Henry Berry Lowry personally ? 

Answer. I do not know him; 1 know all the rest of them; I knew his father, his 
brothers, and all the rest of his family. 

Question. You say that the governor procured a full company of United States troops 
to l3e sent there six mouths ago ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and they staid there four or five months. 

Question. Did they make proper exertions to get these men out of the swamp ? 

Answer. I do not like to set myself up as a judge of what are proper exertions. 
Wiiatever exertions they made were unsuccessful. 

Question. Could they have got them out ? 

Ansiver. I think they could. 

Question. Do you think that the sheriffs posse of one hundred men, which he now 
has, could do it ? 
Answa\ Well, they have failed to do it. 

Question. Do they not understand the country and the localities there better than the 
United States troops did ? 

Answer. They understand the localities better, but they do not seem to act with the 
proper disposition to catch them. 

Question. How could the troops have done any better than those one hundred men 
which the sheriff now has in his posse, and who are well armed and have plenty of am- 
naunition ? 

Anstver. I think that the soldiers are trained to that feortof duty; they are better 
armed, and they are in discipline. I think that generally they ought to be more effi- 
cient than the set of men the sheriff calls out to assist him. 

Question. Do you think that the training and discipline of a soldier would make him 
any more efficient for hunting seven or eight felons in an almost inaccessible jungle of 
that sort than a man who knows the country and is well enough armed ? 

Answei\ I think that trained soldiers ought to be more efficient than a posse of men 
whom the shepiff summons promiscuously, and who are not well armed ; I think the 
soldiers should be more efficient. 

Question. Do you think there was any lack of diligence on the part of the officers 
who commanded those soldiers ? 

Anstcer. I do not know that the officers disobeyed any commands from their superior 
officers ; but I did think that in four or five months a hundred men ought to have been 
able to capture seven. 

Question. What offi<jer was in command of those soldiers ? 

Anstcer. Major Thomas ; General Morgan is in command of the district, I believe. 
Question, Has there been any lack of diligence on the part of the civil officers of the 
S.tate to pursue and capture those men ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. On the part of what officers ? 

Ansiver. I think that it is ridiculous to say that the whole State of North Carolina and 
the whole force of the Army of the United States cannot capture seven men, though 
they may be in a dense swamp. 

Question. Cannot a hundred men capture them as well as two hundred men ? 

Answer. They have failed to do so in this instance. 
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Question. Would two hundred men be more efficient than one hundred men, in pur- 
suing those seven men ? ^ 

Ansiver. They could better accomplish the surrounding of them. It seems to me that 
a hundred men ought to be sufficient to capture seven ; but the more there are the 
more easily the seven men could be surrounded. 

Question. When you speak of the whole State of North Carolina, and tho whole Army 
of the United States, would you have the Avhole force of tho State and the whole Army 
of the United States sent down there to do what a hundred citizens might do as well ? 

Answer. We have had a hundred citizens on duty there for a month, and they have 
not succeeded in doing anything at all. 

Question. Except to get killed, some of them ? 

Answer. Except that five of them have been killed, and four of them wounded. I 
would have those men captured, whatever may be the proper and necessary method of 
doing it ,* that is what I would have. 

Question. What officers of the government, State or Federal, have been guilty of 
neglect in this matter, do you think ? Have the officers of your county been guilty of 
laches ? 

Answer, I think it sometimes happens that warrants are issued by magistrates for 
the purpose of gratifying those classes, that men are arrested and tried for some offenses. 
I do not know that I could exactly call it persecution ; but I think that but for the 
influence of this band some arrests would not have taken place. 

By Mr, Buckley : 

Question. Do you say that warrants have been issued to gratify the seven or eight 
men of that band ? 

Answer. Well, them and their friends. I do not know that I can make myself under- 
stood. ^ 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 

Question. In these efforts to arrest Lowry and his gang, how many have been killed 
of his friends and those who are supposed to have given him some aid ? 

Answer. Well, his father and brother were killed during the war. There was a freed- 
man by the name of Bethea killed by the nine men to whom 1 alluded in connection 
with Judge Russell ; -and there was a man killed by the name of Saunders. Those are 
the only men killed that I ever had any knowledge of. 

Question. Has not the present posse of the sheriff killed some of them ? 

Answer. I have not been informed of that. 

Question. Have you heard of the posse which the sheriff has called but taking some 
of these colored men, who are presumed to know something of Lowry's whereabouts, 
and subjecting them to rough treatment, and on some occasions hanging them up by 
the thumbs or the neck to make them tell ? 

Ansv^er. I do not know that I ever heard of more than one instance of that sort. 

Question. Do you think there has been any laches or dereliction of duty on the part of 
your county officers to arrest Lowry and his gang of seven men ? Have your county 
officers done their duty in the premises, or have they not ? 

Answer. CAfter a pause.] I think that the sheriff, with the right to call a posse of 
tlxe county, where there are three thousand voters, ought to be able to arrest seven 
men. I believe that there is a terror of those men on account of the certainty with 
which they aim ,• they seldom ever fail to kill whenever they shoot. I believe that that 
mainly is the reason why they are not captured or killed. 

Question. You mean that the people generally are afraid of them ? 

Answer. Tho people generally are afraid of them. That is about the truth of it, I 
do not like to give it a harsher name than that. 

Question. Have your magistrates clothed your sheriff with full authority ? • 

Answer. 1 think that the sheriff and everybody has authority — that any man would 
be protected who should tkill one of thfem after he had ordered him to surrender. 

Question. They have been outlawed by the magistrates of tile county. The sheriff 
has been specially enjoined by the executive authorities to take them, dead or alive. 
Now, if there is any laches anywhere is it elsewhere than with the sheriff himself? 

Answer. I do not think there is any laches with the sheriff. I think he has been 
doing as well as he could. 

Question. You mean to say that the trouble is with the people who compose the 
sheriff's posse ? 
• Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any trouble anywhere else ? 

Answer. Well, sir, it is mighty hard to answer that question exactly conscientiously. 
But it seems to me that, besides the terror that Lowry and his gang inspire, there is a 
little of sympathy, too. I think that among his class and color there is a little pride 
that we have been unable to take them; that he and his men can conquer and whip all 
. who go after them. 
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By Mr. Buckley : 
Question, Among the 800 of his own class ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, with that class of people. 

By tlie Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 

Question. Would you not express it by saying that they had a little admiration for 
his bold conduct and his success ? 

Answer. Yes ; well, admiration does not exactly strike it, either. But it is just that 
way. It is a feeling inspired to his benefit. 

Question. Do I understand you to mean that that is tho feeling on the part of the col- 
ored people toward him because he is a man of color! 

Antfwer. I think so. 

Question. That is what you mean ? 

Answer- I think they feel more pride in it than they would if he were a white man. 
Question. You do not think it is connected with politics ? 

Answer. Well, not that. It is just this way ; ho and all of those men who are of tho 
same complexion, the whole class of them, those seven or eight hundred men I speak 
of, are republicans. And there is one thing about it, they have not killed any that 
were republicans, except once, by accident. Their murders have been of the other 
party. 

By ^Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Did I not understand you to say that they had killed two republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they were killed by accident. They were expecting the sheriff 
along, and they waylaid him, and the sheriff had sent some other men along who were 
republicans, and they mistook them, and killed them. But they have never killed any 
other republicans. And I think another thing : I honestly believe that they are of the 
opinion that as long as they do not kill any but democrats, the Government will not be 
so hard with them. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. That is the" impression among the gang ? 

Atiswer. Yes, I think that is the imijression among the gang. I believe they think if 
they confine their shooting and slaying to persons who are not republicans, the Gov- 
ernment will not come in and punish them. 

Question. How many effective white men have you in your county that are able to 
do duty on the sheriff's posse — able-bodied men ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think there are about three thousand voters in that county, and 
I think that about half of them are white men. 

Question. Have you as many as one thousand men in that county who are active men 
and healthy, who would be able to do duty on the sheriff's posse? 

Answer. I suppose that we have. 

Question. Why does not the sheriff call out a thousand men instead of a hundred, if 
that many is necessary ? 

Answer. Well, sir, if you will excuse me, you asked me a while ago if one hundred 
men would not do as well as two hundred. I think that is about tho reason of it. I 
think it is considered that one hundred men would do just as much service as any 
other number. ^ 

Question. Would you have men called in from some other county in tho State to do 
what men in your county might just as well do, as a sheriff's posse i 

Answer. I would have those men captured by any help from any source, I do not care 
where it comes from. 

Question. Would a thousand men, that the sheriff could call out in your county, need 
any help if he were to call them out ? 

Answer. These seven men have been murdering for several yeairs. I want to-stop 
that. I do not care to reason about how many men it would take to capture them or 
kill them ; I want the thing stopped. 

Question. That is the reason that I asked why the sheriff does not call out all the 
pfeople that are necessary. 

Answer. He has had out a hundred for some time, and a good many of the balance 
have gone to other counties. They do not like to come in contact with those fellows. 

Question. Do you know how many militia Governor Holden called out last summer 
for Caswell and Alamance ? 

Ans^iver. I do not. 

Question. Do you know whether it exceeded three hundred men ? 
Answer. I do not know the number. 

Question. Did it appear in evidence before the proper tribunal that there were in the 
county of Alamance alone three hundred men who were banded together to coiiimit 
these outrages and to protect one another, and bound by oaths ? * 

A7i8wer. 1 do not think I can answer that question. 
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Question. Do you recollect seeing that it was disclosed by evidence taken before th© 
supreme court justices that there were forty thousand confederates of these Alamance 
and Caswell Ku-Klux in the State of South Carolina ? 

Amxver. I did not see that. 

Question. Well, suppose that fact does appear, and also the fact that there were three 
hundred of these men banded together in the county of Alamance, and that several 
murders and outrages had been committed by them, would you not consider that a 
more serious matter than seven men who had been outlawed, and were in the swamps 
of Robeson County? 

Ansiver, I do not think there is any community in North Carolina that is afflicted 
worse than Robeson County at present ; I do not know anything about Caswell and 
Alamance personally ; but I believe that the terror to the law-abiding citizens of Robe- 
son County is greater at the present time than it has been in Alamance or Caswell ; my 
answer may not be responsive to your question. 

Question. Have you ever known of Lowry and his gang attempting to influence the 
votes of men ? . 

Answer. I have very little communication with Lowry's gang ; I think they all, in- 
cluding Henry Berry Lowry, have marched in political processions, and that far they 
have attempted to exercise a political influence ; I think all bat Henry Berry Lowry 
have voted. 

Question. Have they marched in those processions since they were outlawed I 
Ansicer. I think not. 

Question. Does this Lowry gang go in disguise ? 

Answer. They do when they go to commit a robbery ] the evidence upon the trial for 
the murder of Reuben King was that they were disguised. 

Question. Have they ever taken men out of their houses and whipped them ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any instance of that sort; they just kill whenever they 
attack ; I do not think they bother with slight whippings ; tSiey, however, do go and 
caution both men and women about talking about them, and threaten that if they 
speak of them in any disrespectful way they will kill them ; I do not think they threaten 
any punishment short of deaih. 

Question, You stated that on one occasion the troops refused to guard the jail j has 
the sheriff power to summon a posse of citizens to guard the jail, if he deems the prison- 
ers there insecure ? . 

Ansicer. I suppose he would have. 

Question. And the troops declined to guard the jail j you say Lowiy went afterward 
and released the prisoners ? 

Answer. In the presence of the troops, within a hundred yards of them, he went in 
and broke into the jail. 

Question. Broke into the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In the daytime ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; at night. 

Question. Was it known to the troops ? 

Answer: I suppose not. 

Question. Was it known to any of the citizens ? 
Answer. I suppose not. 

Question. Do you know how many men Lowry had with him on that occasion ? 
Answer. I do not ; I heard there were some four of them. 

Question. You stated that the sheriff's posse on one occasion had killed a colored 
man ; how many of the posse took part in the killing ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Where w|is the colored man when he was killed ? 

Answer. Well, sir, he was in Scuffletown, in that region of the county. 

Question. Was he not in his own house ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I think I heard that his body was not found in his house, 
but found not far from the house. 

Question, Had they any authority to kill that man ? 
Ansicer. 1 do not think they had. 

Question. Were the men who killed him the men that the grand jury refused to find 
a bill against, when Judge Russell expressed his disapprobation upon the records of 
the court ? 

Answer, Well, I do not know who did kill him. 
Question, Was that the case ? 

Answer, I would not like to have that stated exactly in that way. There were some 
nine men that Judge Russell issued a bench warrant "^for. 
Question. Charged with what ? 

Ansicer. Charged with the murder of this colored man. And the facts were sub- 
mitted, under a bill of indictment, before the grand jury, and they found it not a true 
bill. Now, I am inclined to think, from all that I have heard about it, that there was 
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not sufficient testimony before the grand jury to justify them in finding a true hill. 
And I further heard that the testimony that was before Judge Eussell was not before 
the grand jury. 

Question. You heard that there was testimony before him which the grand jury did 
not have ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you understand that the judge supposed that all the testimony had 
been given to the grand jury ? 

Ansicer. I reckon so, or he would not have put his protest on record. 

Question. You say that if the laws existed now that existed before the war, you think 
this thing could be suppressed. What law was there before the war which does not 
now exist, and which would aid in the suppression of this gang of men ? 

Answer. I think that the statutes are as efficient in letter now as they were before 
the war. 

Question. Did we have patrol laws before the war ? 

Answei\ Those patrol laws did not affect this class of men. But I do not think it is 
practicable, in the present condition of the country, to execute the laws as efficiently 
as they were executed before the war. 

Question, I merely wanted to know if there had been any statute repealed; I do not 
recollect of any statute repealed. 

Anstver, I do not remember ; I do not think there is any. I will just finish out my 
answer, if you will allow me. There is this now which was not before the w^r : the 
use of fire-arms has been allowed to that class of people ; their right to use fire-arms 
did not exist before the war. 

Question. You mean the use of fire-arms by colored people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They are now allowed to use fire-arms ? 
' Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you think that is one reason why you cannot so efficiently make these 
arrests ? 

Answer. I think it is one reason why they can so efficiently resist the officers of the 
law ; yes, that is it. 

Question. Does the fact that colored men have been permitted, since the war, to tes- 
tify in the courts, affect your ability to have this gang of men arrested ? 
Answer. I certainly cannot say j but I do not see that it does. 

By Mr. Blair: 

Question. Colored men could have testified before the war against these men? 
Anstcer. Against each other, yes. 

By Mv. Buckley : 

. Question. I want to know about what time this resistance to law and authority com- 
menced on the part of these seven or eight men ; at what period of the war ? 

Answer. I think that Henry Berry Lowry killed James P. Barnes about 1863 ; I 
think that William Lowry commenced robbing about 1864. He was the captain of a 
band, and he and his father were killed. After that, I suppose they did not hold, 
themselves amenable to law ; they did not permit themselves to be arrested after that 
time. 

Questio7i. So these difficulties commenced in your State before the war closed, and 
before there was any political influence in the State, one way or the other, on the 
part of the colored people ? 

Answer. .Yes, sir ; they were felons evading arrest for their crimes before that time. 

Question. You spoke about some of the officers in your county who were republicans, 
and some of them who were democrats ; but you did not mention particularly who 
were republicans and who were democrats. I think you said the shoriff was a deiiio- 
crat? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The commissioners of whom you spoke, are they republicans or democrats ? 
Answer. They are democrats. 

Question. Did I understand you correctly to say that the commissioners had given 
the sheriff authority to raise a posse as large as he thought necessary to arrest these 
people ? 

Answer. I do not think the commissioners could do that; I think begets his authority 
by virtue of his office. I iihiuk they have made arrangements to feed the men called 
out as a posse. 

Question. To pay the expenses on the part of the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You spoke s^bout Lowry being in jail at one time, and you said that he drew 
a pistol on the jailer and made him open the door ? 
Antwer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Was he not disarmed before he was put in jail? 

Anstver. It seems not. That was before th« present sheriff had control of it. 

Qiiesiion. Well, do you think politics has anything to do with this resistance to 
authority of law one way or the other, commencing away back in 1863, and continuing 
up to the present time, on the part of these six or seven men ? 

Answer. I do not think that the republican party, as a party, in that county, or in 
the State, countenance the conduct of these men. 13ut I do think that if we had the 
eame right, if we had the same ability to control that class that we used to have, we 
CO aid put this thing dowD. 

By the Chairman, (I^Ir. Pool :) 
Question, What class ? 

Answei\ This very Lowry, mulatto, robber class which wo have there. I think that 
if there had been such a band of them before the war that there is now, we could have 
arrested them. 

By Mr. BuciCLEy : 
Question. But during the war you found it more diflBcult? * 

A7iswer. No ; during the war we did arrest two or three of the wrong-doers, and they 
were punished. 

Question, But still they kept up their resistance to law and authority, from 1863 
down ? 

An8W(A'. Yes, sir; that is about the fact. 
By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Would it be possible for them to keep up that resistance except for sym- 
pathy and assistance that the large class of men of their own race and color in that 
region give them ? . * 

Answer, My answer must be a matter of opinion, of course. 

Question. 1 expect that. 

Answer, I think that if there were no mulattoes there in that county they could not 
carry on their depredations. 

Question. Do you remember the case of the declaration of martial law in Alamance 
and Caswell ? 

Answer, I remember that martial law was declared there. 

Question. Do you remember that there was no instance of resistance to the process of 
Taw in those counties ? 

Answer. That was published and believed ; my understanding was that the precepts 
of the court could be executed by the officers on any and every person in those 
counties. 

Question. Now, I want to put this question to you : In those counties, where there 
was no resistance to the precepts of the courts, none alleged, yet martial law was de- 
clared, and selected troops were levied, with officers selected for their fitness for that 
particular purpose. In the case of Robeson County there has been a continued resist- 
ance to the law for four years ; yet there has been no declaration of martial law there, 
no calling out of selected* troops by the State government to put it down, has there been ? 

Answer, There has been a continued resistance for four years ; well, ever since 1863, 
more than four years ; it was universally known that process could not be executed, on 
those seven men. This act under which Kirk and Bergen operated in Alamance and 
Caswell Counties was never enforced in Robeson ; there were no officers appointed, no 
military sent there for the purpose of enforcing the law in that county. The only ex- 
ception was that we had a company of United States troops. 

Question. In whose presence some of these crimes were committed without the 
offenders being captured ? 

Ajiswer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Now, I want to ask you this question : If Holden and the radical admin- 
istration of the State of North Carolina had selected troops, selected militia, adapted 
to this purpose, had sent for men that were eminently fit, as they supposed Kirk and 
Bergen were, for the Alamance raid, and had authorized them to tie these Scnffletown 
negroes up by the thumbs until they would tell where this band was, would not those 
measures have proved efficient in the case, or quite as efficient as they proved in Cas- 
well and Alamance Counties, where there was no resistance offered to them ? 

Answer. Well, sir, it is generally supposed that authority to compel information would 
^ lead to the detection of these outlaws ; I suppose that it would be efficient : but that is 
a matter of opinion with me. I think if the military bill p:!fesed in North Carolina had 
been enforced in Robeson County, instead of in Caswell and Alamance Counties, it 
would have been productive of good results. 

Question, I understand you to testify that Judge Russell, who presides in your cir- 
cuit or district, instead of countenancing measures that were practiced by Kirk and 
Bergen to elicit information, protested when the grand jury refused to indict men for 
murder, or for an outrage upon a person who refused to give them information ? 
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Ansiccj'. At our last superior court I was informed that upon an aflSdavit made before 
him, Judge Russell had issued a beucli warrant against nine men who were accused of 
having been instrumental in the homicide of a person of color, while they \\ ere en- 
gaged with a sheriff ^8 posse in attempting to arrest these robbers. I was further in- 
formed thai a bill of indictment was sent before the grand jury against these same 
men, and that the grand jury returned it not a true bill. I was informed, however, 
^Kit some evidence that was testified to before Judge Russell was not before the grand 
jury. At the close of the court Judge Rftssell spread upon the minutes of the court a 
paper protesting against the action of the grand jury in failing to find a true bill. 

Question, If I understand it, the law is still in existence in your State which gives 
the governor the right to select militia and the commanders of the militia, for the pur- 
pose of executing the law, where there is resistance to process ; or did that bill apply 
simply to Alamance and Caswell Counties? 

Aiiswer, My recollection is, that rthe last legislature repealed that act. I was not a 
member of that legislature, and I nave not seen the acts published; but I think I have 
seen some account that that act was repealed. 

Quesiiou. This disturbance existed in Robeson County at the time that the disturb- 
ances were going on in Caswell and Alamance Counties? 

Aimcer, Yes, sir. I think that these disturbances existed in Robeson County at the 
same time the military force was called out for Alamance and Caswell. 

Question, Was that law one particularly ai^plicable to Alamance and Caswell ? 

A7is2ver. I think it was a general law, embracing the whole State. 

Question. And it would have authorized the governor to have put the county of Robe- 
son under martial law, and to have exercised there the same authority, and at the same 
time, that he exercised in Alamance and Caswell ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt about that, I think. 

Question, Did you ever hear of this band of .Lowry inflicting any injuries upon ne- 
groes, or robbing them ? 
Anstvei', I never did. 

By the Chaikman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question, Is there any authority under any law in North Carolina, w was there in 
the bill which you say has been repealed, for the governor to direct that men should 
be hung up by their thumbs, or used roughly in any other way, to elicit testimony 
from them ? 

Ansuxr, 1 do not recollect the provisions of the act which has been repealed ; I do. 
not think it did confer that authority. It was said to have been practiced by the 
militia, however. 

Question, Was it said to have been practiced by any one except Bergen ? 

Ans wer, My information is entirely from newspaper reports, and 1 would not like to 
say. I am not certain that it has been reported to have been done by any one else. 

Question. Do you know that the governor ordered Bergen's arrest as soon as it was 
reported that he had done that, and that he was arrested and placed in jail in the city 
of Raleigh upon that charge ? 

Ansicer. I heard that he was arrested and in jail; but I did not know at whose in- 
stance or upon what charge. 

Question, In your judgment, did Judge Russell act properly, and in accordance with 
his duty, when he issued a bench warrant for the arrest of those men who were 
charged with murdering that colored man ? 

Answer, L think it was his duty to have issued a bench warrant upon the proper 
affidavit made before him of the commission of a homicide. I think that he exceeded 
his duty in entering a protest upon the minutes of the court as to the action of the grand 
jury, because I believe that unless they had proper testimony they ought not to find a 
true bill ; and that was a matter for their judgment and conscience, and not for his. 

By Mr. Buckley : . 
Question, In speaking of the republican party in your State, can you state about 
what time it was organized ? 
Answer. What time it was organized? 
Question. Yes ; at what time did you first hear of it there ? 

Anstcer, Well, I think that the party that advocated the adoption of the present con- 
stitution of North Carolina in 1868 was the fir<3t real, thorough organization of the 
republican party in the State. 

Question, These troubles had been going on* for some two years previous to that 
time, from the close of the war up to that time ? 

Ansicer. Y'es, sir. 

Question, And the same resistance to law and authority had continued during those 
two previous years ? 

Answer. They were arrested twice, but they escaped each time. 

Question. A few moments ago you spoke of the amount of sympathy and support 
this band of outlaws received from their friends the colored people. I wish to ask yod 
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if you do not think the same degree of support and sympathy was given to those men 
by their friends before the organization pf the republican party there that has been 
given to them since that time 1 

Answer. I think that since the formation of the republican party in the county and 
in the State, the colored people, who are most all members of it, have acquired an im- 
portance in consequence of their political influence that they did not have. Does not 
that answer your question ? , 

Question, I think that is not responsive to my question. Does Dowry and his baud 
get any more support now, or have they had within the last two years, than they had 
for the two years preceding 1868 ? 

Answer, I do not think that Henry Berry Dowry has any local political influence, 
more than being a member of a class all of whom have the same political bias and 
entertain the same political views. 

Question, Do you think that a posse of men engaged in the attempt to arrest Dowry 
and his band would be equally in danger irrespective of party affiliations? 

Answei\ I can only answer that by the past, ^hey have, with two exceptions, killed 
those of the opposite party. 

Question. Is it not true that a majority of the posse summoned to arrest Dowry and 
his band were of the opposite party ? 

Answer, I think they were summoned promiscuously, regardless of color or political 
bias. 

Question. And all turned out willingly to help make the arrest ? 

Answer, Well, there is not much willingness with any of them ; they go because the 
law requires them to. 

Question, But those that kept away did so from a feeling of danger affecting all 
alike? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 



WASHmfiTOX, D. C, August 2, 1871. 

PDATO DURHAIVI sworn and examined. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Pool.) As this witness has been summoned at your request, 
General Blair, you will please open his examination. 

By lyir. Blair : 
Question, Where do you reside ? 

Answer, In Shelby, Cl eveland County, North Carol ina. 
Question, Howiong have yoii lived iii Shelby ! 
Answer. Since May, 1865. 
Question. Are you a native of North Carolina ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I am a native of Rutherford County, an adjoining county to Cleve- 
land. 

Question, State what public positions you have held in North Carolina ? 

Answer. I was a member of the legislature of North Carolina at the session of 1866-'67 ; 
that was my first public service. I was a member of the constitutional convention 
which assembled in our Stat-^ under th6 reconstruction acts of Congress, in January, 
1868. I was also elected in April, 1868, a member of the legislature for the term of two 
years. I am not now in any public position. 

Question, Are you a practicing lawyer ? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. In what circuit do you practice ? 
Answer, The ninth judicial circuit of our State. 
Question, What counties does that circuit include? 

Answer, Polk, Rutherford, Cleveland, Dincoln, Gaston, Mecklenburg, and Cabarras. 

Question, The object of the committee is to ascertain whether the laws of your State 
are efficiently executed, and whether property and life are safe there. Give the com- 
mittee any information you have upon that subject. In doing so you are not required 
to speak absolutely of facts within your own knowledge, but you may state any inform- 
ation upon which you place reliance. 

Answer, Well, sir, that matter is somewhat mixed. I do not think that the existing 
laws of North Carolina, particularly those of the criminal code,- have been enforced as 
they ought to have been since 1863. I do not know how it is in all the judicial circuits 
of the State, but in the circuit in which I practice I am satisfied the laws have not been 
enforced as they should have been so as to prevent crime. 
) Question, State in what respect the laws are not enforced ? 

Ansiver. In the first place, I think that the judge of our circuit, Hon . GeorgeW . 
Dogan. w ho was elected .j u in 1868, at thd time the present constitution was ratiBM, 
is an jiflSSSSlsljSS^^' * Thai Ts the t^Jilnion of almost all the members of the bar in 
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the circuit ; in fact, I believe of all, except perhaps some lawyers who Lave come in 
under the " twenty-dollar rule," as we call it in North Carolina — a provision that any 
man who will simply pay $20, and prove a good moral character, may go to practiciug 
law. Some time ago the members of the bar were so fully convinced of the incompe- 
tency of Judge Logan, that a meeting of the bar was held in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
one of the towns in which he holds his court. At that meeting, which was numerously 
attended by lawyers of the district of all parties, there was unanimously adopted a 
petition or recommendation to the legislature (which has since been signed by a great 
many others) that some steps be taken by which the district may be relieved of Judge 
Logan. I do not recollect exactly the languaj^e of the petition or recommendation, but 
its object is, if possible, to get the district relieved of Judge Logan, because he- is con- 
sidered an incompetent judge. That petition or recommendation is signed by members 
of the bar of all parties. The solicitor, Mr. Bynam, who ia XL very promTnentxeptiblican 
in that part of the State, signed tlT^^etit4i>», Ti9 did also General Barringer, another 
promin^ni -i^ej^wblican itt tJialLdjatrilSy- ^ ^^r- Barringer^s name to fhtj petition ; I 
have also Teen informed by others that he signed it, and I know from conversations 
with him his opinion in regard to Judge Logan's competency. If you want some in- 
stances of the conduct of Judge Logan, I can give them. 

Question. Yes, sir; state in what respect his incompetency manifests itself? 

Answer. There are so many cases in which the judge has been overruled by the 
supreme court of our State that I cannot really call to mind many cases in par- 
ticular. One case which I recollect distinctly was where in a trial before him for 
murder he charged the jury that ypon an indictment for murder a verdict of man- 
slaughter could not be found. 

Question. You say that disorders -have arisen from this incompetency of his ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have mentioned his incompetency ; but I go further than that. 
Judge Log^oj. is certainly a very bitter partisan, and has been ever since the war ; and, 
in addition to his incompetency, 1 thinFlie carries his partisan prejudices upon the 
bench. As illustrations of what I have stated as my belief, I may mention that in the 
case of colored men particularly, who have been convicted in his courts of larceny and 
other crimes, he has frequently allowed them to go free upon the payment of costs 
\ simply ; and on others of his own party, known to be strong partisans on his side, he 
has imposed very light fines for very serious offenses. 

In February, 1870, 1 believe it was, Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff, wifh two or three other 
parties, Avent to the house of his half-brother, Samuel Biggerstaff, and, as I am 
informed hj the * attorney who defended the parties, deliberately fired several shots 
into that corner of Samuel BiggerstaiFs house where he usually slept, with the 
deliberate purpose to kill. This was shown conclusively, as I learned from Mr. 
Caveniss, the attorney who defended the parties. They were convicted of the crime 
in Judge Logan's court in the county of Eutherford ; and he fined Mr. Aaron Bigger- 
staff, I believe, §25; the other three men were fined from $15 to |20 each; I do noo 
know exactly the amounts, but they were insignificant. Those men were not impris- 
oned at all, but were turned loose upOn the community. 

Question. Almost every witness we have had before us from your section of the 
country has had more or less to say about this Biggerstaff case. Mr. Justice, I think, 
testified that a shot was fired into Sam. Biggerstaff's house by a man named Mc- 
Gahey. He spoke of only one shot haviug been fired into the house. He said the evi- 
dence was that McGahey'left the party, of whom Aaron Biggerstaff was one, ran ahead- 
to the house of Samuel Biggerstaff, and fired a shot ; and that the balance of the party 
immediately quarreled with him because of his impetuosity, and retired. 

Answer. Well, sir, the attorney who defended these parties gave me a different state- 
ment. I did not hear the evidence myself. 

Question. What was his statement ? 

Answer. It was that there were three shots fired into the house ; that Aaron Bigger- 
staff", Mr. McGahey, and I think, Aaron Biggerstaff's son-in-law, a man named Holland, 
all fired. 

Question. Were the parties put on their trial for firing into Sam. Biggerstaff's 
house ? 
Answer. They were. 
Question. And convicted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. , • 

Question. And a fine imposed by Judge Logan ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; §25 in the case of Aaron Biggerstaff, and §15 or §20 each in the 
case of the others. I forget the exact amounts. 

Question. What offense had Sam. Biggerstaff committed I 
Answer. I never heard of any. 

Question. Was it not alleged that he had been at the house of McGahey and insulted 
his wife ? 

Answer. I think that is what McGahey alleged ; that he had found tracks in the 
snow to Sam. BiggerstafPs house that night or the night before, I forget which. 

20 N C 
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Question. Was that true ? 

Ansiver. I really do not know whether jt was true or not. At any rate the parties 
were never indicted. 

Question, Was that e^ddence admitted on the trial to extenuate the crime committed 
by Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. I really do not know. I never heard that it was. At any rate Samuel Big- 
gerstaff was never indicted for going to McGahey's house. There wore no indictments 
against him in the courts. 

Question. Was it this raid and the subsequent killing of Decatur De Priest by Mc- 
Gahey that caused the subsequent attack upon Aaron Biggerstaft? 

Answer. I really do not know what caused it. But there has been, as I am informed, 
and have reason to believe, a very bad state of feeling between Samuel Biggerstaff and 
Jiis brother Aaron, ever since the close of the war — a family feud ; and from the time 
{of the shooting into SamnePs house up to this time they have been bitter enemies. 
They have their friends on each side. Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff is a republican, and 
Samuel Biggerstaff a democrat. Whether that has had anything to do with the bad 
feeling, or whether it is merely a family feud, I do not know ; but I am informed that 
it is a family feud which has been kept up ever since the war. 
Question. Between those two brothers ? 
Answer. Between them and their friends. 
Question. Aaron Biggerstaff was attacked by a body of men some time after this ? 
Answer. That is what is alleged, and I suppose it is true. That was, I believe, 
.during the present year— some time in March or April. 

Question. And a number of men were arrested for that ? • 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, a number of men have been arrested. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. I believe there had been about thirty-one arrested up to the time I left 
home, for the attack on Aaron Biggerstaff. 

" Question. The first arrest was made under process from the State courts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Judge Logan issued bench warrants on the affidavits of Mr. Big- 
gerstaff and his daughter, Mrs. Norville. 

Question. Were the parties all held for trial ? 

Ansiver. They were arrested and taken before Judge Logan and imprisoned two or 
three days at Eutherfordton. It was about the 12th of Ai^ril when they aj^peared 
before Judge Logan in Eutherfordton. They were ready for an examination ; but he 
did not investigate their cases, but bound them over to appear in June. 

Question. June of this year ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he required them to enter into bonds of $500 each to appear before 
him in May or June of this year. When they appeared before him at that time he still 
was not ready to investigate their cases ; and he required them to enter into bonds of 
§500 each to appear before him again on, I think, the second Monday in July ; I forget 
the exact date, but it was some tisie in July. They have been bound over three times. 
What disposition has finally been made of their cases in the State courts I do not 
know. 

Question. These parties were also arrested by the United States authorities ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The same parties, or a number of them, have been twice arrested 
by the Federal authorities. The affidavits upon which the processes have been issued 
hWe been different every time. I think Mrs. Norville has made three or four affidavits 
in the matter, and Aaron Biggerstaff" three or four. At least I understand it in that 
way. 

Question. I wish you would give the committee as distinct an account as you can of 
the whole of this Biggerstaff' feud from beginning to end. 

Answer. I am not prepared to give, from my own knowledgej an. account which can 
be relied upon ; I can only state what I have heard. 

Question. The committee does not require you in every c{ise to state facts within your 
own knowledge ; you are at liberty to state any information upon which you rely. 

Answer. The facts, as I understand them, were given to me by the attorney of Mr. 
Aaron Biggerstaff— the gentleman who defended him in his trial — and I think my 
information is reliable. I understand that about the close of the war Mr. Aaron Big- 
gerstaff was piloting the Federal cavalry around among his neighbors' farms, &c., 
hunting up their horses. I think that is, perhaps, what gave rise to the feud between 
himselt and his brother — that, perhaps, he took the Federal cavalry to his brother's 
plantation, and that his brother's horses were taken. I think there has been ¥13iirer 
fcttd bef ween them ever siuce, one thing leading to another. I only state this upon 
information of parties who profess to know the facts. It is understood in the country, 
by all parties whom I have heard speak of the matter, that it is a personal, family 
quarrel — a family feud. As to the assault upon Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff, I know nothing. 
Aaron Biggerstaff swears that he was assaulted in his own house on or about the 8th 
or 9th of April, I believe, by a band of disguised men, and that those men were his 
immediate neighbors— Samuel Biggerstaff and others. These parties have been 
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indicted in the circuit court of the United States for the district of North Carolina, 
and the indictment is now pending. A special term of that court is appointed to he 
held the second Wednesday of September for the trial of their cases and others. 

Questioiu This McGahey affair ^»8^heen4estified to here as the first affiiir of that kind 
which occurred jn. the. county of Rutherford ? 

Ansicer. It is the fiiut than hciird of. You mean the killing of pe Priest ? 

Question. Yes, sir ; the killing of De Priest and "the previotts alleged assault upon 
McGahey's family, Avhich it seems led to the killing of De Priest. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is what is alleged — that a party of men went to HcGahey's 
house the night before young De Priest was killed. 

Question. Did you hear the evidence in regard to this visit to McGahey's house? 

Ansivcr. No, sir y I did not. 

Question. Do you know the circumstances in regard to it from reliable information ? 

Ansxcer. No, sir; I know nothing except that McGahey alleged that a party of men 
went to his house, and the next morning he went to the home of young De Priest, 
called him out and shot him, alleging that he believed he was one of the party that 
was at his house the night before. 

Question. Was he arrested for this ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; he was not. 

Question. He made his escape f 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he is not now in the country? 

Anstcer. No, sir ; I have not heard of him since about a month or two months after this 
thing occurred. HeVas seen in the county several times afterward. 

Question. AVas it this murder of De Priest, and the attack about the same time upon 
Samuel Biggerstaff which led to the attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. 1 think it was that and other things. Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff was also accused 
of burning the barn of one of his neighbors. Mr. William P. CdrsoTriiad -a barn bttrned 
some timer^nrrioTtS7'ah(l Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff was openly accused in the county Of 
burning it. 

Question. Is there any other reason or motive alleged for the attack on Aaron Bigger- 
staff than those circumstances ? 

Anmcei'. Yes, sir ; the republicans of that county say it was on account of Mr. Bigger- 
staff's political course — on account of his politics. 

Question. Is there any evidence showing that to be the fact ? 

Anstver. I know of none. 

Question. ^ What is your belief on the subject, from the circumstances attending the 
matter? 

Answer. I am very strongly impressed with the belief that it is simply a f amily feu d 
which has been kept up ever since the close of the war. About that time MPI' Bl wg^r- 
staff is alleged to have gone around with the Federal cavalry picking up his neighbors' 
horses. I think it grew out of that— nothing else in the word. I think so because Mr. ^ 
Biggerstaff is a...maa^Q£j3L 0 ] )romin ence whatever. I can see no reason, if these parties J 
intended it for political enccC;''^Vh5"(jbej''-ohould liave gone to such an obscure man as 
he. There were hundreds of other republicans in the county more prominent than Jtlr. 
Biggerstaff. 

Question. More influential ? 

Anstcer. More influential. He is^ I suppose, a man of no influence at all. I look 
upon him in that way. 

Question. Did this Biggerstaff oifficulty give rise to any other of the troubles in that 
county ? Did it extend itself to other parties? 

Answer. 1 do not know, sir. I learn that there have been other troubles in thfifc 
county J but whether they grew out of this paticular case or not, I cannot say. I think, 
though, that about that time — February, 1870 — was the commencement of the troubles 
there; and I heard of no other troubles in that county, until the assault upon Mr. 
Biggerstaff, about April of this year. 

Question. The second assault ? \ 

Answer. Yes, sir. I will qualify the statement I j ust made. Before that second assault 
I did hear of the whipping of some negroes on the South Carolina border. 

Question. Since the second assault upon Biggerstaff, is it alleged that there have 
been many other cases of the same character in Rutherford County ? \ 

Anstver. Well, I have my idea about the origin of all those things, and it is the \ 
opinion, I think, of all the good people of that country — all the intelligent men who 
have observed the course of things there. I believe that all of these troubles spring 
from corrupt and incompetent State and Federal bfficials. I think that if Mr. Aaron ' ^ 
Biggerstaff* had been punished by the courts for his assault upon Samuel Biggerstaff, 
with deliberate purpose to kill, there would have been nothing of this assault upon 
him. But he was not punished; he was turned loose upon the commuuity, as many 
others have been ; and the most intelligent portion of that community, as well as other 
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communities In North Carolinaj have come to the belief that justice cannot be had in 
the courts in the western part of North Carolina, in that district and some others. 

Quesf'n.!, That is the reason, as you believe, that parties took it upon themselves 
to pun s' I I3iggerstaff's assault ? 

Answer. I think it was. I think that led to it. I think that if Aaron Biggerstaff 
had been punished for his assault upon his brother, with deliberate purpose to kill, as 
there is every reason to believe it was made with that purpose, these troubles would 
not have arisen. I have been told by Mr. Caveniss that the bullets and slugs were in 
the bedstead of Samuel Biggerstaff, and that he would have been killed but for the . 
fact that he^wari lying down before the fire that night, on account of sickness, or some- 
thing of the kind; that they fired into the corner where he usually slept, not knowing 
that he was lying before the fire. 

Question. There was no lack of vigor in the attempt to punish the assault upon Aaron 
Biggerstaff? 

Answer. None at all. Bench warrants were issued the next day after it was com- 
mitted. 

Question^ Were all the parties held to bail ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; all the parties accused by him were held to bail. 
Question, They were also proceeded against in the Federal courts ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Under the recent act of Congress ? 

Answer. Under an act of Congress of 1870, 1 believe. This thing occurred before the 
passage of the last act of Congress on the subject. 

Question. Those parties were arrested and carried to Ealeigh ? . 
ATsv'Gr. They were carried to Baleigh, and put in jail. 
Qui^.ion. How far is Raleigh? 

Ansivei*. It is about two hundred and fifty miles from the homes of these parties. 
Question. Is their no Federal court chitting nearer ? 

Answer, Y'es, sir ; a Federal court sits at Marion, within twenty-five miles of the 
homes of most of the men. It sits in August. 

Question. Why, then, were these parties dragged down to Raleigh, instead of being 
carried before the court which was so near ? 

Answer. I have my own idea about that, and it is the opinion of all intelligent men, 
who have observed the matter. I believe it was done for the purpose of annoyance 
and i)ersecution. Many prominent republicans admit that it was an outrage on justice 
that those men should have been carried to Ealeigh, when a Federal court was about 
to sit within twenty-five miles of their homes. AlmosA iiU of the men are jgoor j and 
it is impossible for them to take the witnesses for their defence to Ualeigh. it seems 
to me that the result of such a course must be a denial of justice in the courts. 

Question. What is the evidence against the parties who have been arrested for these 
offenses ? ^ ' 

Answer. I do not know what Mr. Biggerstaff or his daughter will swear. AU I know 
is that they were before the grand jury at Raleigh, and upon their testimony true 
bills of indictment were found. I suppose they will swear that they knew the parties. 
I have understood they say that some w^ere disguised, and some were notj that 
they knew some by their voices, and others by their bulk, their bearing, &c. 

Qutstion, Do they implicate their neighbors ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they implicate their neighbors generally. Almost all the parties 
implicated are their neighbors, residing, I suppose, within about five miles around Mr, 
Biggerstafi's home. One man implicated resides in Cleveland County, perhaps eight 
miles distant. 

Question. Are you counsel for these parties ? 

Ansiver, I am counsel for all of them. 

Question. Are you familiar with the evidence for the defense ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have examined it pretty thoroughly from time to time. 

Question. What is your opinion in regard to the truth of the allegation that these 
men who have been arrested are the parties who were concerned in that aftair ? 

Answer, If the testimony on the part of the defense be true, not more than two of the 
parties at present indicted are guilty. Those two may be; it is a question of doubt in 
my mind ; I mean if the testimony of the defendants be true. 

Qufifjtinn. -^Tr„ Jugt 1^^; who appeared before the committee and testified in regard to 
this and other outrages in that county, was himself, as he declared here, attacked by 
these disguised parties. Do you know anything of the circumstances attending that 
affair ? 

Answer. I know nothing except what I have heard. I understand that a disguised 
party of men, or a party partly disguised, went to the home of Mr. Justice, in Rutherford- 
ton, took him out at night, struck him on the head, perhaps, with a i)istol, and threat- 
ened him a good deal. 

Question. Tiiey struck him when he made resistance ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir ; that is what he said, I believe. 
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Question. They inflicted no other injury upon him, did they ? 

Answei'. I think not. That was all I heard of. I think Mr. Justice states himself 
that they did not hurt him except to that extent. 

Question. Is it believed that it was the object of these parties to inflict any injury 
npon Mr. Justice f 

Answer. The general opinion is that they wont to Rutherfordton for the purpose of 
finding Mr. Biggerstafl^, who had been living in Rutherfordton, but who had left his 
home, I think, after the assault upon him in April. 

Question, Mr. Justice testified that they required him to inform them where Bigger- 
staff was, telling him that it was their intention to kill liim, and that they agreed 
to release him if he would give them that information ? 

Ansicer. I suppose those facts are true. They correspond with the statement 1 
have heard. The impression is that they went to Rutherfordton for the pui-pose of 
finding Mr. Biggerstaff. Mr. Justice himself swears, I believe, that two of Samuel 
Bigger^taff 's sons were among the party ; and it is the general impression that they 
went there for the purpose of finding Aaron Biggerstaff. 

Question. State to the committee what in your opinion is the cause of the troubles 
in the South, and especially in that part of North Carolina in which you reside — Ruth- 
erford and Cles^elaud Counties. 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I can very readily state, as a general answer, that in my opinion 
the cause of the troubles in the whole southern country is bad government. " I do not 
think there can be any question about that. I am fortified in that belief by the fact 
that up to the time that these governments and State constitutions so obnoxious to the 
people of that country were imposed upon them, nothing of this sort was occurring. 
From the close of the war up to 1867, affairs were perfectly quiet in the South ; there 
were no occurrences 'of this kind. I attribute the whole thing to bad government, 
corrupt and incompetent officials, a nd bad advice to the i gnorant negropopula^ion. 

Question. The testimony given before the committee iSy 'jyirr^J uslice illTd^her wit- 
iicsses from your State would seem to indicate, and, indeed, I think they testified posi- 
tively, that the white people aro determined to coerce the negro in the exercise of 
suffrage, and that th eso organizations spoken of as existing were gotten up for that 
purpose ? 

Anstver. I know of no disposition on the part of the white people of that country to 
«oerce the black people. If there be any such thing, I know nothing of it. But I 
know that the colored people of North Carolina (I speak of that State more partic- 
ularly than any other, because I know more about it than any other of the Southeril 
States,) have, since the x>assage of the reconstruction measures of Congress, been 
taught to believe by the leading members of the Leagues that the white men of that 
country are their enemies j that their only friends aro the northern men, and thos( 
who have gone with the northern men in giving them suffrage &c.; that it is th( 
desire and deliberate purpose of the white people of our portion of the country to 
restore slavery at the earliest possible moment. The negroes themselves say that they 
have been taught to believe, (they have told mo so,) that such is the purpose of tha 
white people of the southern country. As a matter of course the negroes are ignor4 
ant and superstitious. They were taught to believe that the armies of the United\ 
States emancipated them, that the Government of the United States was their only \ 
rotector, that the southern people were their enemies, andsoforth, andsoforth. They 1 
ave been alienated in that way from the white people, and remain so to a great ' 
extent, though a large number of them are now willing to believe that the represent- 
ations that have been made to them in regard to the r(^storation of slavery in the 
Southern States are false. 

Question. Were there any representations made to these negroes in your State by thb 
republican party, in an authoritative way, in their conventions or public meetings, or 
I3ublications ? 

Answer. There have been documents circulated among the black population through- 
out the State, that have had a very injurious effect ; there is no doubt about that ; and 
taking into consideration the superstition and ignorance of the negro population, it is 
very strange that they have not been worse affected than they have been, that no more 
evil has resulted. The members of the legislature in 186B— I believe it was just before 
the presidential election of 1868 — issued an address to the people of North Carolina, 
which I considered then, as I do now, incendiary in the highest degree. 

Question. Inciting them to hostility against the whites ? 

Ansicer. It was not direct advice, btit it was a suggestion. 

Question. I have here some extracts purporting to be firom that address, which was 
published, I think, August 24, 1868, and was signed by ninety radical members of the 
legislature. I will read you twa paragraphs, and ask whether you remember them as 
part of that address : 

"Did it never occur to you, ye gentlemen of property, education, and character — to 
you, ye men, and especially ye women, who never received anything from these colored 
people but services, kindness, and protection — did it never occur to you that these 
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same people, who are so very bad, ^yill not be willing to sleep in the cold when your 
houses are denied them, merely because they will not vote as you do ; that they may 
not be willing to starve, while they are willing to work for bread ? Did it never occur 
to you that revenge, which is so sweet to you, may be as sweet to them ? Hear us, if 
nothing else you will hear, did it never occur to you that if you kill their children 
with hunger they will kill your children with fear? Did it nev^er occur to you that if 
you, good people, maliciously determine that they shall have no shelter, they may 
determine that you shall have no shelter? * * * * * # 

" And now, be it remembered that in the late election there were more than twenty 
thousand majority of the freemen of North Carolina who voted in opposition to the 
democratic party. Will it be safe for the landholders, householders, and the me^t- 
holders, to attempt to kick into disgrace and starve to death twenty thousand majority 
of the freemen of the State ? " 

Do you remember these paragraphs ? 
• An8wei\ I think I do ; of course I cannot recollect them word for word, but I recol- 
lect them substantially as a part of that address. 

Question. I will now ask you whether, about that time and shortly afterward, there 
were manifestations going to show that these suggestions and this advice had been 
acted upon by the negroes in your State ? 

Answer. I think there were many instances of it. 

Question. Were there instances of the burning of bams and the destruction of other 
property ? 

Avswa'. Yes, sir ; I heard of frequent instances of the burning of barns, &c. ; and 
from that time up to this there has been more or less of it. In the county of Gaston, 
adjoining my own county, there were, a year and a half ago, as I have been told by 
Governor Vance, of our State, eleven barns burned within sight of the village of Dal- 
las, the county seat of that county. 

Question. How long ago was that ? 

Aimcer. I think it was about a year and a half ago. 

Question. Was it prior to any attempt in that county to inflict punishment upon the 
negroes, such as has been alleged to have takea place ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; I think it was. I heard of those outrages having been committed, 
but I do not think they were committed before that time. 

Question. According to your recollection were any of these alleged outrages com- 
mitted prior to the giving of this advice by the members of your radical legislature, 
and its being followed up by the destruction of bams and other property ? 

Answer. Do you mean to ask whether any of these outrages were reported previoub 
to that? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. I do not think I ever heard of any previous to the issuing of that paper. 
That was in 1868, just after the ratification of the present State constitution. It was 
ratified in April, I believe, and this document came out immediately after the adjourn- 
ment of the summer session of the legislature — the first session, which lasted about 
two months. I do not recollect ever having heard of any outrages before that time. 
The people in North Carolina were very indignant at the issuing of that paper. The 
intelligent men whom I heard speak of the matter said that it was an outrage upon 
decency — an outrage upon the State. One republican member of the legislature from 
Granville County— a man by the name of Eagland— cursed in my hearing the men 
who signed it, stating that they "ought to be hung with a grapevine untrimmed." I 
have heard him say it time and again. He told me he was asked to sign the address, 
but refused to do so. 

Question. Did he say anything as to the tendency of the advice contained in the 
address ? 

Answer. He said that the suggestions made in it were very dangerous in their tend- 
ency, and would result in harm. 

Question. In point of fact were those suggestions followed? 

Anstcer. I think they were. I do not know what else produced the state of affairs 
afterwards — the barn-burnings, ra^es, &c. 

Question. Yon speak of rapes. Were there any rapes in that part of the country by 
negroes? ; 

Answer. Yes, sir; frequent rapes by negroes. Within the last eight or ten months 
there have been three rapes committed in the county of Gaston and on the border of 
Cleveland County, near the North Carolina line. In one case a rape was committed 
by a negro upon a little white girl fourteen years of age, under the most atrocious cir- 
cumstances. She was taken out of bed where she was lying beside her mother, was 
placed upon the floor, a knife was laid down beside her, and she was told by the 
negro that if she moved he would cut her throat. 

Question. There is, I believe, in the county of Robeson, in your State, a band of out- 
laws—colored men — who have put the laws at defiance for many years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; for two or three years; I forget exactly how long I have been 
noticing their operations there. 
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Question, Is it the fact that these outlaws have defied the process of the law and 
committed many murders in that county, holding the entire county in terror ? Is that 
fact prettv well known throuj^hout your State ? 

Answer." It is well knownl What we know about it is from the public press and from 
citizens of that section of country. Of course their outrages are constantly going the 
round, of the press. ^ , , ^ ^ . . , 

Question, Do you suppose that the condition of that county had any effect m alarm- 
ing the white people of the State f 

Anstcer. Of course it had. It had an effect everywhere. Nobody knew at what 1 ime 
it would extend. The whole country around Robeson County has been in conprant 
alarm all the time. The operations of that band have been confined principali / to 
Eobeson County, I believe, though they, have, I understand, on several occ;i ions 
crossed into the border counties, robbing and plundering. Hoav extensive the oi <i,ani- 
zatiou was at first nobody knew; and how extensive it is now, who is in sympathy 
with it, who is aiding ami advising it, nobody knows. 

Question, Was it not a fact well known throughout the State that this combii'ation 
existed in the State for the purpose of plundering and murdering, and that these par- 
ties were resisting the process of the law at the time steps were taken to put certain 
other counties of the State under martial law ? 

Answer, O, yes; the oioerations there had been going on at that time for over twelve 
months ; and frequent murders had been committed. 

Question, In those counties that were placed under martial law there had l)een, I 
believe, no instance of resistance to the process of the law ? 

Answer, 1 never heard of any. 

Question, Any one could be taken in those counties upon a writ or other legal 
process ? 

Ansiver, 1 never heard of any resistance .in North Carolina to civil process except in 
the county of Robeson. 

Question, How was it then that the authorities of the State took the step of putting 
those other counties under martia*! law, marching into them the militia, and inflicting 

Eunishments upon people without trial, while at the same' time this state of affairs 
ad existed in the county of Robeson, without any attempt to put it down by the same 
vigorous measures which were used in the other counties ? 

.Answer, I have only an opinion about that ; but I think it is the opinion of the 
community generally in that State. 

Question, I would like to have your opinion upon the subject, and what you believe 
to be the public opinion of the State. 

Answer, My opinion is that it is a political move entirely. Tnat is the public opinion 
so far as I know. I suppose that of course the friends of Governor Holden would take 
an opposite view. I have never seen any necessity for the move, and I do not think 
.there was any. It accomplished no good that I could see. They arrested and con- 
fined a great many of the best citizens of the State for from ten to forty days by 
Kirk's militia; and they were finally discharged without being even accused; I 
mean legally accused. 

Question, Ah the same time this was being done these outrages in Robeson County 
were ♦taking place. It was not denied by any person that such outrages were 
occurring ? 

Ansicer. I never heard of their being denied ; it was a notorious fact that they were 
taking place, I do not mean to say that during the months of July and August, at 
the time when Governor Holden had his militia in operation, these outrages were 
going on in Robeson County, but they had been for over twelve months previous. 

Question, Some of those parties in Robeson County had actually been convicted of 
their crimes and sentenced, and had escaped, and were putting the law at defiance — 
could not be arrested ? 

Answer, That is the report of the newspapers and of prominent citizens of the 
country with whom I have conversed. 

Question, The civil authority was imi)otent to arrest men there who had been con- 
victed of these crimes ? 

Anstver, That is stated. I am informed that the sheriff himself is actually afraid to 
travel in the county ; that if not in sympathy with the parties he is afraid of them ; 
that he makes no attempt to check their operations. Lately the papers have stated 
that the sheriff, upon the murder of those three young men there very recently, had 
raised a posse, but I see no account up to this time of the arrest of any of the men, and 
I do not suppose they have been arrested. 

Question, What is the general tenor of the teaching of the carpet-baggers and others 
to the negroes of your State ? , 

Answer, The general tenor of their teachings has had a very bad influence upon the 
negroes. First and foremost, I think that in 1867 and 1868, about the time the Leagues 
were being organized, or rather reorganized, in that country, the influence of these 
men was very bad indeed. As I stated a while ago, the negroes were made to believe 
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that the white people were their enemies ; that they were seeking the first opportunity 
to put the negroes hack^to slavery. That is heing told to the negroes even to this 
day hy a number of men. In fact it is the chief stock in trade of anumher of men in 
that section of country. A great many honest men, even on the republican side, say 
there is no such danger ; but others to this day tell the negToes that there is. The 
negroes at one time expected the confiscation of the property of the southern people ; 
there is no doubt about that. They were so told. I have myself heard several negroes 
say that they were told that the lands of the southern people would be confiscated, 
and that they were promised land, horses, &c. — forty acres in real estate for each 
negro, I believe, and a horse or a mule. Some of the negroes of my county say that 
the chief man among the Leagues in 1867 and 1868 — Mr. Elliott, who has since died — 
boldly stated in the League meetings that such would be the policy adopted. 

Question, Did you ever see any of the stakes that were sold hy speculators down 
there ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I never saw any of them. 

Question. You have heard of the fact that those stakes were sold to the negroes ? 

An8ivc7\ Yes, sir; I. have heard very leliable gentlemen state that that had been 
done in difierent places. 

Question, Was the teaching of the negroes in keeping with tlft3 address from which I 
have rciid an extract ? 

Ansicer, 1 think so. They say that they have advised the colored jiopulation to he 
quiet and industrious ; hut I know instances in which their advice has led to riots and 
bloodshed on the same day they have held their public meetings. It was so in one case 
in my own village. Mr. Justice came to my town in 1868 ; I think it was during the 
presidential campaign, or about the time the present constitution was ratified — I for- 
get now wjiiich. He had, I suppose, some five hundred negro hearers, whom he addressed 
in a very excited manner, telling them that the white people were their enemies ; that 
they should believe nothing that was said to tliem by the southern people generally j 
that thej were only seeking to put the negroes back into slavery, and would do it as 
soon as they got control of the State government. I was told by gentlemen who heard 
the speech that such was its general tenor, and that it was delivered in a very exciting 
manner. !Mr. Justice said afterward that he did not advise riot at all; but the man- 
ner in which such men have addressed theec ignorant, superstitious people has caused 
them to commit a great many acts of violence that they would not otherwise have 
done. 

QueMion, Was there a riot growing out of this harangue of which you speak f 

Answer, There was. 

Question, Did it lead to bloodshed ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. In your town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I came in rather late in the evening. I had been in the country, 
and came in at 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon. There was then a great deal of excite- 
ment on the streets. I ascertained the cause of it to he that there had been an attack 
by the negro assemblage upon three or four democratic negroes — ^negroes who declared 
that they would not go their way. The quarrel resulted in a free use of brickbats, 
rocks, &c. The white people were a good deal excited ; hut finally the disturhauce 
was stopped without very much trouble. 

Question. And without their participation in it ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; without their participation in it at all. These democratic negroes 
participated ; they were attacked by the mob. 
Question. And they defended themselves ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. n 

Question. What was the result of this kind of teaching in your State? 

Answer, The result at one time was that the whole country was in a state of perfect 
\ terror almost ; and it has been so from time to time ever since. Not more than four 
months ago the counties of Gaston, Rutherford, and Cleveland, on the southern border 
of North Carolina, were expecting a raid from the negroes of South Carolina. We were 
armed there for three or four days. There was an insurrection in the counties of 
York, Chester, and the border of UnioTi, in the State of South Cfirolina ; and we ex- 
pected at that time that the trouble would extend into our State. Our towns were 
guarded night and day. The people of the country were making ready to defend them- 
selves if possible. 

Question, The reconstruction measures and the manner in which the State govern- 
ment was organized caused a great deal of dissatisfaction in your State? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; as a matter of course they did. The people were not prepared for 
that policy, and they looked upon it as a measure of aggression wholly unwarranted. 

Question, Did they look upon it as a violation of the pledges of the Government made 
at the time of the surrender ? 

Answer. They did look upon it just in that way ; and they believed that the nlen 
who came down there professing to love the negroes so much, and those who suddenly 
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turned over and became such lovers of the colored population, were not in earnest. 
We told the negro that they were not in earnest ; and we cited the fact that in the 
Northern States, where this 'same party had for years had power to confer sulfrage 
upon the negro, they had not done it j and it was very strange they should come down 
there and all at once fall so much in love with the black man. We thought it an 
imposition j we thought it was unconstitutional ; we thought it was wholly unwar- 
ranted. I am satisfied that the whole difficulty has grown out of this doctrine of uni- 
versal suftrage for the negro, and the teachings of the men who have controlled the 
State governments of the South since those measures were imposed. 

Question, Were the governments which were already in existence suited to the 
requirements of your people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we thought so ; and they were certainly two-thirds less expensive. 
The present government of North Carolina is two-thirds more expensive than the old one. 
No, it is more than that. The taxation for State purposes has been increased fivefold 
under the new constitution. Our taxation for State purposes before the war used to 
be ten cents on each one hundred dollars valuation of property^one-tenth of one per 
cent. We pay this year for State purposes 52 cents on each one hundred dollars of 
value. I think that is the present levy for regular State purposes, in addition to 
interest on the public debt, county expenses, &c. 

Question. The public debt is also largely enhanced ? 

Answer. Very largely. 

Question. For what purpose was this debt created ? 

Answer. At the time it was created it was believed to be for the purpose of building 
up the internal improvement system of the State ; that was the professed intention. 
But since that time we have found to our sorrow that it was a gigantic swindle upon 
the whole people. 

Question. Were nt) part of the bonds applied for the purposes for which they were 
granted ? 

Answa\ I do not kpow that any part of them has been so applied. The western 
divisiou of the Western and North Carolina Railroad did a little work ; but where the 
money came from I do not know; I do know th^lt many of the contractors have not 
been paid, or had not a month or two ago. Some small portion of the money may have 
been expended for a little work done on that line of road; but I do hot know that any 

• part of the balance has been expended for the purpose originally intended. 

Question. What addition was made to the public debt with that professed object ? 

Answer. Really I cannot say just now. I think, however, that the old debt, includ- 
ing the accrued interest, &c., and bonds issued for funding the accrued interest, 
amounted in 1868 to something like $19,000,000; and, I think, the debt in 1870 
amounted to about |38,000,000— an increase of very nearly §20,000,000. As to a part of 
that debt, the supreme court has pronounced unconstitutional the acts under which the 
bonds have been issued. I suppose that from $30,000,000 to $35,000,000 is the State debt 
of North Carolina — that part which is recognized as legal. I do not know exactly 
how much will be included in that decision of our supreme court. 

Question, How do the people of your State look upon the legislation of Congress in 
regard to the southern country? Do they consider it to have been dictated by a spirit 
of hostility ? 

Answei\ They do ; that is, a large number of our people — the most intelligent portion ^ 
of the people of our, country — entertain that opinion. There may be some intelligent 
men who do not loot at it in that way ; but there can be no question about the fact 
that a large number of the best people of that country — the property owners of the 
countiy, the men representing the intelligence of the country — look upon that legisla- 
tion as hostile in the extreme. The continued imposition of disabilities upon our best, 
our trusted men is regarded as nothing more than an efibrt to keep in position and 
place men of inferior talents, and to deprive the public of the services of men who 
could perhaps rescue the State governments from their present condition. Onr best* 

• men are all banned. They cannot hold office; and the people think very strangely of 
it and very hardly of it. They cannot see any necessity for legislation which allows 
the humblest negro of the land to be Governor of the State of North Carolina, while 
such honest, true, and able men as Governor Graham, and a large number like him, 
are banned and cannot hold office. 

Question. What has been the general course of the State officials brought into power 
in your State under the reconstruction acts, and what is the general impression of the 
people of the State in regard to them ? . 

An8wei\ In the first place, there are, as a matter of course, (the fact is notorious,) a 
good many incompetent men filling various positions as officers of the State of North 
Carolina ; secondly, we think there are a good many corrupt men occupying official 
positions. I have no hesitation in giving it as my opinion that our judge, George W. 
Logan, is a corrupt man. I think it is the universal opinion among the intelligent 
classes of the people that he is corrupt in several ways. I was about to give 
awhile ago some instances of his official corruption — his partisan action as a judge. 
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He discharged Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff for an assault with a deadly weapon and with a 
deliberate purpose to kill, which was under our statute at that time a penitentiary- 
offense. He was turned loose upon the community, and the people thought very 
strangely of it. Judge Logan has also discharged a number of colored men convicted of 
larcenies. At the last comi) in Rutherford ton which I attended there was a colored 
man convicted of larceny. I heard the testimony and I thought the ease was about 
as plain as a ease could be. But Judge Logan discharged the negro, telling him to go 
home and be a better boy. I may mention further, as showing the impression which 
is being created by his partisanship on the bench, that a year or a year and a half ago 
there were two men indicted in his court for an assault upon a very respectable citi- 
zen. The sheriff of Polk County, the first peace officer of the county, was indicted 
along with a man by the name of Bradley, residing in Rutherford. They were in- 
. dieted for an assault upon a Mr. Waters. It was in evidence before the court that he 
had been assaulted with a slung-shot in the hands of one of them, and his head cut 
very severely in ten or twelve different places. The testimony of two respectable phy- 
sicians showed that h© was picked up in the street, carried into the house, and that 
his life was in imminent danger for three or four days. The defendants were of the 
same party us Judge Logan. One was fined $10, and the other $5. That was the pun- 
ishment imposed for that assault committed by those twp men — one of them the first 
peace officer of Polk County. In Clev^^land County Judge Logan came down to our 
last term of court and had three respectable citizens indicted for an assault and 
battery upon a very disreputable character — a man admitted by the solicitor to be a 
very bad man. The facts brought before the court were about these : This man Haw- 
kins, who was a very bad man, had gone to the house of one of the parties indicted, 
and in his absence had gone into the room of his wife ; had cursed and abused her a 
great deal. She finally succeeded in getting him out, and lie sat down on the piazza 
for about an hour, cursing and abusing her, and swearing he would^iill her husband on 
sight. A day or two afterward her husband, a young man named Covington, came 
home. Hawkins came back to his house and wanted to quarrel about something that 
they had been talking about before. But Covington, being a man of delicate physical 
constitution, prevailed upon him to go off— would not tight him. Hawkins started 
away; but when he got outside of the inelosure he picked up a rock, threw it across 
the palings, and struck Covington in the forehead, rendering him insensible for sev- 
eral minutes, and wounding him very severely. A day or two afterward, Covington, • 
going along the road, met his brother-in-law, Mr. Hord, who told him he had just passed 
Mr. Hawkins, who was about a mile behind him. Covington asked Hord to go back 
with him. They went back, attacked Hawkins, and whipped him pretty well. The facts 
were all before the court ; that these parties were men of good character in that com- 
munity, and that Hawkins was a very bad man in every respect. Judge Logan im- 
I)Osed a fine of $100 each on these parties. Hawkins was a member of his own party, 
and a republican. The other two were democrats. I could mention two or three other 
instances in my own county. One was the ease of an indictment for retailing spirit- 
uous -liquors without a license. The indictment was against a negro by the name of 
Wade Price, who was convicted of the offense, but was turned loose upon the country 
on the payment of costs, no punishment being imposed. Another case was that of a 
young man named Hendrick, a one-legged confederate soldier, who was indicted for 
the same offense. The facts brought out before the court were, that the man had sold 
a pint of corn whisky without a license from the State. The judge insisted, for some 
time, upon imposing a fine of $25 on that man and imprisoning him for thirty days ; 
but I, as counsel for the young man, called the judge's attention to the fact* that at the 
term before he had turned loose . upon the country a negro who had committed the 
same identical offense. The judge then did not impose the fine and imprisonment 
which he was at first inclined to do. 

There have been frequent instances of that kind of partisan partiality. The coun- 
try generally believes, and I think every member of the bar believes it — I do not know 
one who does not^ — that Judge Logan's partial, partisan course has been the cause of a • 
great many of the difficulties in that country. As I stated awhile ago, if Mr. Bigger- 
staff had been punished for his assault upon, his half-brother, I have no idea in the 
world that the assault would have been made upon him. But the people have been 
made to believe that the judiciary of the State is a one-sided matter entirely ; that it 
is a judiciary for the purpose of punishing one side and protecting the other. That is 
the general impression among intelligent classes of men with regard to a j^art of our 
judges. I do not include in the charge all.the judges of the State. Judge Mitchell, 
for instance, is, I think, an honest man and a good judge. Judge Henry, I think, is 
doing well. Judge Mitchell is a democrat, Judge Henry a republican. Judge Henry 
is a native of North Carolina, a young man of talent, and, I think, a fair judge. I do 
not pretend to include all the judges in the charge I make, but I do charge that in 
Judge Logan's district, including Cleveland, Rutherford, Gaston, &e., all these diffi- 
culties have, in my opinion, originated from the fact that the common people have be- 
lieved the laws could not be executed, and that justice could not be had in the courts. 
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lu the case of the rape committed upou that girl of fourteen years of age, I was not 
myself present at the court in Gaston County on the occasion of the trial ; but I ob- 
tained information in regard to the case from intelligent gentlemen wh,o heard the evi- 
dence. The negro was convicted by the jury, and the law required that he should be 
hung ; that was the sentence by law for that offense. But about the time the sentence 
should have been executed Governor Caldwell respited him, and it is believed he will 
finally be pardoned. I do not know what is the intention of the governor in the mat- 
ter, but the newspapers think that there will be a pardon. 

Question. How has the pardoning power been. exercised by Governor Holdcn ? 

Ansice)'. We think it has been exercised very partially. AVe think that Governor Holden 
has been partial in the administration of the executive office. I recollect two instances in 
which negroes, members of the League and of the republican party, were sentenced in 
Henderson County to the penitentiary for ten years by Judge Henry ; and at the same 
time a white man was sentenced for five years. The three i)risouers were taken by the 
sheriff of Henderson County through the little village of Shelby, in which I reside, on 
their way to Raleigh to the penitentiary. They had been gone only three or four days, 
when the negroes came back. The white man was put in the penitentiary ; the ne- 
groes were discharged, I understood, before being put in at all ; they were pardoned 
immediately upon their arrival at Raleigh. They came back through Shelby and 
boasted to the negroes in the town, as I was told by an intelligent gentleman who 
heard them, that Mr. Holden was their friend, and they were not afraid of going to the 
penitentiary ; that the other negroes need not be ; that they had been pardoned, and 
that the others need not be uneasy. I really cannot tell the number of pardons granted 
to convicts by Governor Holden ; but the number is very large. 

Question, Sufficiently large to impress the public mind with the apprehension that 
the men of his own party could not be punished ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir ; that they could not be punished even if convicted and sentenced 
in the courts. The people have that idea — that as to those of the governor's own party, 
.whatever sentence may be imposed upon them for their crimes, it will not, in most 
cases, be allowed to take its course. 

Question. In regard to Judge Logan and his administration of the law, there has been 
some testimony before the committee as to his disbarring a gentleman by tlie name of 
Schenck ; were you present on that occasion ? 

Answer. No, 6ir, 

Question. Have you heard the facts in relation to it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think I am acquainted with the facts. Mr. Schenck had written a 
letter to yourself, [addressing Mr. Blair,] which gave rise to the proceeding, I think ; 
•a letter in which he had denounced Judge Logan, &c. The judge ruled it to be a con- 
;tempt and disbarred him from i:)ractice, and finally made the rule absolute or perpetual, 
in. the face of the statute, which shows very plainly that he had no such power. 

Question. The statute, I understand, prohibits such an order by a judge under such 
circumstanees, where the language used by the attorney was not uttered in the pres- 
ence Of the court ? 

Answer. I think the statute provides that no attorney shall be disbarred from prac- 
tice unless convicted of some crime or offense by a jury. I think that is about the 
substance of the statute. 

Question. Was this statute brought to Judge Logan's attention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was informed by Mr. Wilson, of Charlotte, a prominent lawyer, 
that he read the statute to the judge before the rule was made absolute. 

Question. But the judge disregarded the statute and disbarred Mr. Schenck ? 

Ansiver Yes, sir. The supreme court, however, has since overruled Judge Logan's 
proceeding, and has restored Mr. Schenck to practice. 

Question. How is it in your State in regard to the punishment of negroes by the 
courts for their crimes ? 

Answer. I have known very few cases in which negroes have been punished in that 
country since the new constitution of the State was ratified. 

Question. Those convicted resort immediately to the governor for respite or pardon? 

Ansxvcr. Yes, sir. Frequently, if convicted, they are allowed to go at large upon the 
payment of costs or something of that kind. It has been so in a great many instances 
for the last two or three years ; and the impression is general, that if a negro is con- 
victed of an ofiense the penalty imposed by the courtwillbe very light, if* any, and that 
even if sentenced the governor of the State will pardon him. 

Question. We have had evidence before us from two or three witnesses from Ruther- 
ford County, who profess to havo.been members of the Ku-Klux order as it is called, 
: who stated that they had made confession before the judge there, and were sent up 
[here to reiterate their statements going to establish the fact that there was an order 
iknown as the Ku-Klux, or Invisible Empire, or by some other name, and that its object 
was political — to prevent negroes from voting, or compel them to vote the demo- 
cratic ticket. Do you know anything of the character of those parties who are said to 
have made this confession in your county? 
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Answer. I do not know what men have heen here. I know some of the parties in the 
county who I have heard have confessed. 

Question, Do you know John B. Harrill, Marcus M. Wells, and James L. Grant ? 

Answer, I know Harrill and Wells. They are not intelligent men hy any means, so 
far as I know. I think they are common farmers in the country — poor men. I do not 
know what they have stated here. 

Question. They stated, generally, that these organizations have heen in existence ; 
that they are secret organizations, and oath-hbund ; that there were seven or eight 
dens in Rutherford County ; that therp were some thirty or forty members in each den ; 
that the objects of the organization were political ; hut they admitted that a number 
of persons who belonged to the order have been republicans — voted the lyspublican 
ticket at the last election. • . 

Answer. I know of no such organizatiouT— no political organization. 

Question. Nothing of the kind ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you believe there is any organization of the description spoken of, the 
object of which is to control the politics of the county ? 

Ansider. I do not believe there is any such organization. If there is I know nothing 
of it. 

Question. What motives could these parties have had for making such a confession 
and declaration ? 

Ansiver. I do not know what motive. This man Harrill I understood was implicated 
in that raid upon Mr. Justice, at Rutherfordton, and upon the Star printing office ; he 
ran away and went to Georgia ; his father went to Rutherfordton to 6ee Judge Logan 
about the matter, (so I have been reliably informed,) and Judge Logan told his father 
to tell the young man that if he would come back and make a confession to him — tell 
what he knew about that raid, and all that he knew about any organization that might 
exist, the judge would see that the young man was not punished ; or that if he were 
he would go along and be punished with him. That is what I was told by an. intelliT 
gent gentleman who talked with the young man's father. The father then wrote to 
the young man to come back. He did come back, and, as I learn, went up and made 
some confession. 

Question. Do you know Wells ? 

A7mver. I barely know him. I have seen him, but know very little about him. I do 
not know much about the character of either of the men. Mr. Carpenter, the editor 
of the Star, made a declaration the other day to a very respectable gentleman, that he 
would not believe on oath any of the parties who had gone there and made those con- 
fessions. He stated that himself to a citizen of my town, who had gone up there in the 
case of one of his brothers who had been arrested. What the character of Harrill and 
WeUs may bo I do not know. I know they are both i)oor men j but aside from that I 
know but very little about them. 

Question. The testimony of those two men has not yet been printed, but, according'to 
my recollection of it, either one or both of them imx)licated you as being the chief of 
this organization in the county of Cleveland. 

Answer. So I was informed from this city. That brings me to a point I am glad to 
get at. That statement has heen made before in this city. Mr. Pool, I understand, 
made last winter a declaration to a friend of mine, who was in Washington, that I was 
the chief of the Ku-Klux in that country. It has been so stated in the newspaper^. I 
am informed by friends throughout the State, on the republican side, that it is a gen- 
eral impression. It is a matter of such small account to me, so far as I am personally 
concerned, that I have not considered it necessary heretofore to notice the charge at 
all. But inasmuch as I can now set the matter right in a legal way I am very glad to 
do so. The whole thing, from beginning to end, is a falsehood. I am not the chief of 
the Ku-Klux organization, or any other secret organization, or any organization. Those 
who so state state what is positively false, and in some cases maliciously false. I un- 
derstand that Mr. Eaves and Mr. Justice state the same thing. 

Qtiestimi. I think that Mr. Justice's testimony is to the efiect that :.t was believed you 
were a prominent man in that organization. 

Answer. I do not know exactly what they state, hut I am inforn ed that Mr. Eaves 
has so stated. 

Question. Yes, sir, I think Mr. Eaves so stated ; and probably I have been in error in 
saying that it was Harrill who did so ; but I am pretty certain that such a statement 
was made by one of those parties who had made confession that they belonged to the 
order. And I am pretty certain that Mr. Justice and Mr. Eaves both alluded to it j but 
I think their testimony was only to the effect that it was so understood. I think Mr. 
Justice said it was understood you were the chief in the county of Cleveland. 

Answer. I heard that Mr. Eaves had SAVorn positively to that. I am glad to know 
how the matter stands. 

Question. I think that Eaves said that some parties had made confession and impli- 
cated you, and Justice said that it was believed you were a leading man in the order. 
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Bnt these two parties who made confession stated distinctly, I believe, from their knowU 
edge of the organization, that you were the chief. 

Answei\ Well, sir, I am not the chief of the Ku-Klux. I am neither the head of it, 
nor any part of it ; nor am I the chief of any other secret organization, or any part 
of it. I am surprised that Mr. Justice should say such a thing. Ho ought to have 
known hotter. But so far as Mr. Eaves is concerned I am not at all surprised. 

Question. Do you suppose that those confessions implicated a great many other gen- 
tlemen who were no more connected with the matter than yourself ? 

Answei; I really do not know. I do not know whom they have implicated. The mat- 
ter stands just this way with me, as those men at Rutherfordton know : I am a decided 
man in my political course, and I do not hesitate to defend as an attorney whoever calls 
upon me to do so. It has been given out in Kutherfordtou that the parties who signed 
the bonds of these men were in danger. That has been talked there by the deputy 
marshal of the United States ; that their houses would be burned and their property 
destroyed if they signed the bonds of these men who^ are accused, many of them ac- 
cused innocently, though some perhaps are guilty. It has been given out furthermore 
that lawyers who would defend the parties might get into trouble. I am engaged for 
a great many of them, and I know very well the feeling. While Judge Logan and 
myself are personally friendly, and while Mr. Eaves and myself are also personally 
friendly, yet I know the political feeling which they have in this matter. They would 
like very well, I have no doubt in the world, to bring difficulty upon me in that way, 
if they could ; to fix the responsibility for these things upon me. 

Question, Apart from public rumor and from the transactions to which you have 
referred — the Biggerstaff case and others — do you know of any secret organization in 
your State ? 

Anmver, At this time ? 

Question, Yes, sir. 0 
Ansicer, No, sir ; not at this time. I know of an organization which did exist in that 
State. 

Question. What was that organization ? 

Ansiver, It was an organization for mutual protection and defense. 

Question. What was the ground which led to the formation of that organization ? 
What was its object and purpose ? 

Ansicer. I do not know what was the original pui-pose of those who organized it ; in 
fact, I do not know who did organize it. I know very little about it. In 18G8 the legis- 
lature, at its first session under the new State constitution, passed what people gene- 
rally believed to be a very objectionable militia bill. It gave the governor power, I 
believe, to re6eive six regiments of infantry, and three of cavalry — volunteer forces, to 
be paid out of the treasury of the State — whenever in his judgment neceesity demanded 
the calling out of that number of men ; and to detail any number of militia that he 
might see proper to operate in the State, whenever he thought necessary. It was 
something after the plan of Mr. Brownlow's militia in Tennessee. It was believed 
that if this militia force was organized, most of the militia men would perhaps be 
negroes, and would commit many depredations upon the country. Wo did not know 
at that time whether Governor Holden would attempt it or not. But it seems that he 
afterwards did so. The legislative address, of which I have already spoken, had just 
been issued — in the summer of that year, 1868. About the latter part of 1868, or the * 
beginning of 1869, 1 knew of the existence of an organization for mutual protection 
and defense, in case it should be necessary. The negroes in my county kad three 
I>laces where they were meeting at night and drilling. One place was their League- 
house. They were stationing their sentinels on the highways (so respectable citizens 
stated; I did not see them myself) and were halting white people on the roads, and 
causing tkem to pass around — not allowing them to go by. In the extreme northern 
part of my county, where the republican vote is strongest — in fact, about the only 
place where there are many republicans in the county — the negroes had another place 
of meeting; and in the town of Shelby, in which I live, they had a place where they 
were meeting and drilling at night. The people were alarmed. They did not know 
what the result would be. Tliey did not know with what object the negroes were 
carrying on these operations. They thought that the lessons which the negroes were 
being taught in the Leagues were leading them on ; and they did not then know what 
the League organization meant. About that time I Avas approached by several gentle- 
men and told of the existence of an organization for self-protection and self-defense. 
The obligation was to support the Constitution of the United States and the constitu- 
tion of the State of North Carolina, to protect each other, and to protect the women 
and children of the country in case of necessity, and. (I forget it almost now) to vote 
for white men for office. That is about the substance of the obligation which mem- 
bers were required to take ; I do not know that those are the precise words. 

Question. You say that this organization took its origin chiefly from the fact that 
those meetings of the Leagues were being held, and the blacks were drilling ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; the organization had been m existence in that country some four 
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or five moDtba before I knew of its existence ; where it came from I do not know ; and 
I know very little of its existence since; in fjict, since tlio passage, not of the congres- 
sional laws, (because they have nothing to do with it,) but of the law of the legislature 
of North Carolina, making it criminal for any secret organization to exist, I have not 
heard of it ; nor in fact for a long time before. So far as regards the idea that these 
outrages upon negroes have been committed by that organization, it is in my opinion 
preposterous ; I do not know any member of that organization who has committed or 
advised such outrages. 

Question. Are not the laboring white men of the country far more jealous of the privi- 
leges which have been granted to the negroes than any other class of the people ? 

Anmer. They are the ones who are jealous; of course, there is no necessity on the . 
psertofthe higher and more intelligent classes fol* that jealousy toward the negroes 
which exists between the poor white man and the negro ; but there is a feeling among 
the poorer classes of the white men that they and the country would be a great deal 
better off if the negroes were entirely out of the country ; and they would unanimously 
vote for colonizing them, or anything else to get them away, simply because they 
believe and declare that they and their families are the sufferers. As to the commission 
of rapes and things of that kind, the wealthy and more intelligent classes do not, of 
course, feel under the same danger as do thepoorer classes of white people in the country. 
It is only among the poorer classes of white people, as far as I have been able to learn, 
that any jealousy or hatred toward the negro race is entertained. I know that the 
negroes are treated kindly by the more intelligent and wealthy portion of the com- 
munity ; there is no disposition to treat them in any other way. 

Question. Has not this jealousy always been stronger between the laboring class of 
the white people and the negroes than between any other classes ? 

Anstcej\ Yes, sir ; there is no doubt about that ; I do not know of any jealousy or 
hatred on the part of intelligent, wealthy men toward the negroes ; on the contrary, 
the negroes in that part of North Carolina with which 1 am familiar are treated kindly 
and humanely, so far as I know; but I do think that the common white people of the 
country are at times very much enraged against the negro population. They think that 
this universal political and civil equality will finally bring about social equality ; in 
fiict, it is commencing to do it already in that country ; there are already instances in the 
county of Cleveland in which poor white girls are having negro children. Such things 
as these are widening the breach between those two classes of our population. The 
white laboring people feel that it is not safe for them to be thus working in close con- 
tact with the negroes. > 

Question. Is an election pending in your State now ? 

An8we)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. For a constitutional convention ? 
Ans2ver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the purpose of the democrats in urging such a convention ? 

Answer. To simplify our constitution ; to get it back, if wo can, to something like 
what it has been, and to adopt some measures which may relieve us from the expense 
which is now eating out the substance of our people, grinding them to the earth With 
taxation. 

Question. Has not your code been entirely changed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not think there is a lawyer or judge to-day in North Carolina 
who knows what the law is. In fact, all with whom I have talked acknowledge that 
they do not understand the law of the State in its present condition, and cannot under- 
stand it. 

Question. On account of the bungling manner in which your constitution and laws 
have been framed? 

Ainswer. Yes, sir. We have had some very inconsistent provisioiis in our constitution 
which the supreme court itself has thus far failed to reconcile. The constitution was 
ratified imder peculiar circumstances. Some parts of it are very good and ought to be 
retained, but the expense which it entails upon the State will be ruinous if it goes on, 
provided the legislature conforms to the requirements of the constitution, under which 
the interest on the public debt must be promptly met and the debt itself discharged at 
maturity. That cannot be done ; it is impossible. There is a provision in the consti- 
tution which requires that to be done — which does not allow the debt to be* compromised, 
or anything of that kind. It is a, matter of impossibility for the people of North Caro- 
lina to comply with those requirements. We owe one-third of all we are worth — a little 
over that, I believe, according to the assessed value of the property. In addition to 
that, we ha-vj^e a large amount of back interest to pay, and the interest upon our public 
debt will be, I suppose, hereafter, ^2,000,000 annually. 

Question. What was the expense of your State government before the war ? 

Answer. It was, I think, from $100,000 to $200,000, annually. 

Question. In what respects have the expenditures of the State government enlarged ? 
Answer. In so many respects that I can hardly tell you ; I really do not know. Our 
State officers, you know, have been considerai3ly increased in number— both judicial 
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and executive officers ; and the salaries of almost all of them have been increased— of 
all of them, so far as I know. I believe Governor Worth administered the State gov- 
ernment in 1867 for about $210,000. 

Question. That did not include the interest on the public debt ? 

Answer, No, sir ; that was simply the expenses of the State government. During the 
first year of Governor Holden^s administration, under the new constitution, the State 
government cost, I think, about $760,000. 

Question. That did not include the interest on the public debt ? 

•Answer. No, sir, only the State expenses. From $700,000 to $750,000 is considered to 
be now the current expense of carrying on the State government for one year under 
the present constitution. I think that last year the treasurer reported that $700,000 
would be required for the current expenses of the year, and I think that Governor 
Holden recommended that that amount of tax be levied. The taxatio*n for State 
purposes before the war was, I think, from ten to twelve cents on each $100 valuation 
of property. This year, as 4 am informed by a member of the legislature — I have not 
read the revenue bill — the rate is fifty-two cents on each $100 worth of property — thus 
making about five times as much as the former taxation for State purposes. 

Question. Does that include the taxation for school purposes ? 

Answer. I reckon it does. 

Question. Have you any school system ? 

Answer. Yes, sirj we have a school system, but a very bad one; it has worked very 
badly. 

By the Chairman^ (Mr. Pool : ) * 
Question. How many outrages committed by disguised men have you heard of in the 
county of Rutherford within the last twelve months ? 

An8wa\ Really, I cannot say how many. I have heard of a number of outrages ; I 
? do not know whether they have been committed by disguised men or not. Some I sup- 
i pose have. 

Question. Did you hear that they were committed by bodies of men in disguise f 
Answer. I have heard that in some cases ; and sometimes I have heard that they were 
>not disguised. 

Question. Have you heard that it has been common in the county of Rutherford within 
, the last six or eight months for persons to be whipped by men in disguise? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard frequent instances of that. ' 

Question. Have you heard of these disguised men going to persons' houses at nighi 
, and in numbers? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of the same thing in the county of Cleveland where yon 
reside ? 

Anstver. Not within the last six, eight, or ten months. I do not think there has been 
anything of that kind there since last fall. I do not think I have heard of anything 
of the kind since about Christmas. About th€ first of January or the last of Decembei 
I heard something of the kind. 

Question. How was it previous to that ? 

.Answer. There were some such cases previous to that. 

Question. Many ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir; I suppose they, would, in all, amount to a considerable number; 1 
really do not know how many I have heard of, and I do not know how many to say ? 
but I should say I had heard of twenty-five. 

Question. You mean you have heard of twenty-five men taken from their houses and 
•whipped ? 

Answer, Men and others ; there were two or three women. 

Question. Was it the habit of these men in disguise to go at night to the houses of 
I these parties, take them from their beds, and scourge them? 

Anstver. I do not know whether they took them from their beds ; I only heard thai 
'they were whipped at night. 

Question. At their own houses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at or about their own houses, and in other places. 
Question. Do you think that twenty-five cases in Cleveland County would cover all % 
Anstver. I do not know; I think that it would. I. think that is as many as I have 
heard of. 

Question. Have you heard of the bui'uing of any school-houses in Cleveland County t 
Answer. I heard of one case of that kind about 1867. That is the only one I recollect 
in Cleveland County. 

Question, You have heard of none since ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think I have heard of any burning of school-houses since 
.There was a school-house burned in Cleveland in 1867. 

Question. Have you repeatedly heard of bodies of men in disguise riding at night iii 
your county ? 
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Ansicer. Repeatedly heard of it ? 

Question, Have you heard of their doing it repeatedly ? 

Answer. I have heard of their doing it at the times when these parties were whipped. 
I have never heard of their riding except at the times when I heard of parties being 
whipped. 

Question, Do you know any of the parties who were engaged in this business ? 
Ansivcr, No, sir; I do not. I have some knowledge, as an attorney, in regard to 
those men who are indicted, which, of course, I cannot disclose. 
Question, You mean indicted in the United States court ? 
Ansivet', Yes, sir. 

Question. A few weeks ago in Raleigh ? 

A7isiver, A few weeks ago — about two months ago. 

Question. You have no knowledge outside of that of the parties engaged in these 
operatious? 

Anstver. No, sir. ' ■* 

Question. Do you believe that these outrages' were committed in pursuance of an or- 
ganization in the county ? - 

A7t8ive^\ No, sir ; I do not believe they were committed in pursuance of an organiza- 
tion ; but I believe they are being committed by a class of citizens who feel that if the 
negro is allowed to go on as he has been going, and is still encouraged to do as he has 
Ibeen encouraged to do, they will be the sufferers. 

Question. Has not the conduct of the colored people in your county within the last 
year been good ? 

Answer. Some of them nave behaved very well, and some have not ; it is thei^ like 
it is everywhere else, I suppose. 

Question. Do they behave on the average as well as the whites ? 

Aiisiver. No, sir ; they have not done so ; and they never do anywhere, so far as I 
know. 

Question. Have you heard of outrages of this kind in Lincoln County ? 

Answ€i\ No, sir ; I have heard of very few outrages in Lincoln County, so far as I 
reco^ect. Last summer, about the time Governor Holden was inaugurating his mili- 
tia movement, I saw a letter published in which it was stated that a number of out- 
rages had been committed there ; and I have heard it talked about among members of 
the bar. 

Question. How many such cases would you suppose have occurred in the county of 
Lincoln within the last twelve or eighteen months ? 

Answer. I cannot tell anything about it. I do not know that I have heard of more 
than two or three ; perhaps more than that have occurred. 

Question. Have you heard of cases of this kind in the county of Gaston ? 

Ansiver. Not within thelast twelve months^ or, I will say, within the last nine months. 
A year or two ago I heard of some outrages in Gaston. 

Question. Lincoln and Gaston Counties adjoin Cleveland ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any cases in Catawba County ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I heard of one case in particular that I recollect, where a man 
named Andrew Ramsour was whipped. 

Question. How many other cases have you heard of in the county of Catawba ? 
Ansiver. None that I recollect. 

Question. The county of Cleveland adjoins Spartanburgh County, on the South Caro- 
lina line ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far do you live from the line ? 
An8ivei\ About ten miles. 

Question. Have you heard of any outrages of this character committed in Spartan- 
btirgh County ? 

Answer. I have heard that there have been outrages, but I do not know of any par- 
ticular instances or individual cases. 

Question. Outrages committed by men in disguise ? 

Answer. That is what has been reported. 

^Question. How many do you suppose have been committed? 

Anstver. I say that I have not. heard of any particular instances ; I have only heard 
that there have been some ; I cannot say how many. I do not go to that county very 
.much. In fact, I have not been in the county for several years. 

Question. Has there ever been in your county an organization known among its mem- 
;bers, or designated by parties who are not members, as the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. I do not know that there has ever 'been such an organization. The only 
organization there has been there that I know anything about is the one I spoke of a 
while ago. Of course the Ku-Klux organization is spoken of there as it is all over the 
South, but I do not know anything about its existence. 

Question. Do you know of any organization known as the White Brotherliood ? 
,An6wei\ No, sir. 
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Question Do you kuow of any known as the Constitutional Union Gxiard! 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know of any commonly designated as the Invisible Empire? 

Jnsivcr. Yes, sir ; that is the one I spoke of a while ago; at least that is what it was 
said to be at the time I became a member of it. 

Question. You are then a member of what is known as the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. I was. I joined it the latter part of 1868 or beginning of 1869 ; I forget 
which. 

Question. Where did you join it ? 

Answer. At Shelby, my own town. 

Question. Was it in January, 1869, that you joined it ? 

Answer. I think it was somewhere along there ; I really cannot tell exactly when it 
was. It was some time after the address to which I referred came out, and after the 
passage of the militia bill by the legislature. It was in the winter time, and I think 
it was somewhere about the beginning of 1869; but I am not sure. 

Question. You were told the organization had been in existence in your county four 
or lire months before you joined it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; three, or fdur, or five months. I cannot tell exactly how long 

Qiiestion. Who told you so ? 

Answer. Colonel McAfee. 

Question. Is he a member of the order ? 

Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Mr. Lee, your law partner, a member of the order ? 

Answer. 1 think he is ; I think he told me he had joined it. 1 do not know anything 
about it except what he told me. 

Question. What obligation was taken by members of the organization ? 

Answer. I stated that a while ago, but I can restate it. It was to support the Con- 
fetitution of the United States and the constitution of the State ; to protect each other, 
so far as possible, whenever necessary ; to protect the women and children of the 
country ; and to vote for white men to office. That is the substance of it. 

Question. Was there anything in the obligation about putting down the radical 
party ? 

Answer. Nq, sir ; nothing that I ever heard of. 

Question. Was that obligation administered in the form of an oath ? 

Answer. Sometimes it was, I think, and sometimes it was not. I think I took it in 
the form of an oath ; but 1 think it was sometimes administered jiist as an honorable 
obligation. 

Question.. Was there any verbal explanation given of the obligation, outside of its 
terms ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; there was something of that kind ; but I really do not know now 
what it was. 

Question. Was it explained that you were to support the Constitution of the United 
States and that of North Carolina as they used to be ? 

Answei'. No, sir; nothing of the sort. The object of the organization as I understood, 
and as I know, was the mutual protection of the people. 

Question. Was any colored man a member of that organization ? 

Ansicer. 1 do not know that there was. % 

Question Did you have any by-laws ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, none that I ever heard of. The truth is I know but very little about 
ihe organization. I never was in but two meetings, I believe. 

Question. Did that organization extend to any other county ? 

"Answer. I expect it did. I do not know that it did. I have heard that it did. 

Question. Have you heard that it extended generally over the State ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. I do not know that I ever heard that. I do not know where it did 
extend or who originated it. 

Question. Were the members bound to secrecy? 

Answer. As to its existence? No, sir, I think not. I do not recollect that there was 
any such obligation of secrecy as to the existence of the organization. 
Question. As to the membership, -vyere you bound to secrecy? 

Answei\ I believe that was the understanding. I forget now, but I believe it was. 
Question. Were you bound to secrecy as to its operations ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not recollect any such instructions as that, and^ I do-not think 
there were any. 

Question, Did they have signs and pass-words ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, they had some signs ; but I do not now recollect all ©f them. . I might 
give some of them. 

Question. Some of them have been given to us by other witnesses. I would like you 
to give them so far as you remember them. 
Answer. There was a sign of recognition. 
Question. What is that sign ? 

21 N C 
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Answer. I think it was stroking the hair in this way. [Witness with his left hand 
strokes the hair above the left ear.] 
Question. What was the answer ? 
Answer. The same thing, if I am not mistaken. 
Question. Do you recollect any other sign ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; there was a sit^n, I think, by feeling the lapel of the coat. 
Question. As if searching for a pin ? 
Answer'. I do not know about the pin. 

Question. Were the answers of those signs the repetition of them with the left hand ? 
Answer. The answers were something like the same. 

Question. Do you recollect as one sign the putting of the hand in the pocket, leaving 
the thumb out, by which sign a member was to be recognized in a crowd? 
Answer. I do not recollect that. 
Question. Did they have any pass-words ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question* They have also been given by other witnesses ; and we would like to hea.? 
your account of them. Was "Avalanche" one of your pass- words ? 
Answer. That was a sign of distress, I think. 
Question. Do you remember any other pass- words ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any others. The words ^^Our country" came in in some 
way, but I really do not recollect now in what connection or what form. 

Question. Do you recollect that a person was hailed with the words, " Who goes 
there and the answer was, " A friend?" 

Answer. I do not recollect that. 

Question. Then the response was, " A friend to what ?" and the answer was, " To our 
country." 

Answer. No, sir; I do not recollect anything about the hailing part of it nor the 
answer " A friend." I do.npt think that had anything to do with the matter. I know 
it did not so far as I know anything about it. 

Question. Do you recollect that one party was required to say, letter by letter, I, s, 
a, y ;" and the answer was, "N, o, t, h, i, n, g?" 

Answer. I think that was in it in some way; but I do not know in what connection. 

Question. Was this organization divided into different camps or dens in your county ? 

Answef. I do not know how many of them there were. 

Question. But were there several of them ? 

Ansiver. There was one in the town of Shelby. Councils dt clans I believe they were 
called. 

Question, How many did that organization ever number in the town of Shelby ? 
Answer. I do not know. , 

Question. Do you know of no council or clan in that county save the one in the town 
of Shelby? 

Ansiver. I have heard of others ; but I do not know of any other. 
Question, Was there a chief officer appointed for the county ? 

Answei\ I have heard so ; but I do not know who appointed him or how he was 
appointed. 

Question. Who was the chief officer when you were admitted ? 
Answer. T do not think tney had any chief officer when I was admitted. 
Question. Did you ocQupy any office in the organization ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, nothing at all. 

Question, One of the witnesses here stated that Mr. McAfee was said to be one of the 
officers in your county. 
Answer. That may be so ; I expect it is. 
Question. You think it is probably true? 
Answer. Yes, sir. But I know nothing of his appointment. 
Question. Is he a member of the present legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Is he the chief of the county ? 

Answer, 1 think he is. I never heard him say so. I do not know who appointed him 
or how he was appointed. 

Question. Do you know who was the chief who preceded Mr. McAfee? 
Answer. I do not think they had any before him. 
Question. Do you know who was the principal officer preceding him ? 
Answer, I do not. I think he was the first. That is my underatanding. 
Question. Do you think he continues to be the chief? 

Ansiver, There is nothing of the organization now, as I have already stated. 
Question. How long since it has been disbanded ? 

Answer. In the County of Cleveland I have heard nothing of the organization since 
February, I thinki In February I believe there was a negro insurrection reported on 
the South Carolina border, and the council of Shelby was called together, I recollect, 
on the night that that insurrection was reported. It Wiws reported, in fact, that there 
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"vrere a number of negroes Tvithin twelve miles of our town. I recollect that the coun- 
cil was called together on that night. 

Question. There has been no meeting of that council since? 

Answer, Not that I know of. 

Question. Has there been any meeting of any other council in that county since ? 
Ansicei'. I do not know whether there has been or not. 

Question,, How long preceding that was the last meeting of that council in Shelby ? 
An8wa\ I do not know. I never attended but one meeting before that. I do not 
know that there had been any more than one. 

Question. That was the meeting at which you joined ? 

Answer. I did not join at any meetin^;. There was no meeting at the time I joined. 
Question. Does each one of the councils in your county have a chief? 
Answer. I reckon so. 

Question. Do you know who are the chiefs in your county or any of them ? 
Answer. No, sir, I do not. 
Question. Have you not heard ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard. 

Question. You can state with reference to these matters any information upon which 
you rely, as well as facts within your personal knowledge. 

Answer. I have heard of two, but I do not know that what I have heard is true. 

Question. What two persons have you heard of as being chiefs ? 

Answer. I have heard of a man named Nicholson and another named Hord as being 
chiefs in the couuty. I do not know anything about it. 

Question. Did you hear this from a source upon which you rely ? 

Answer. I do not know now hardly how I did hear it. I just heard it talked. , 

Question. Is it commonly reputed among the members of the order that those meu 
are chiefs ? 

An8we)\ I cannot say. I do not know that I ever heard members of the order say 
anything about it. ^ 

Question. Do you know any of the chiefs in Rutherford County ? 
Ansu'cr. No, sir, I do not. 

Quesiion. Have you heard who are chiefs in that county ? i 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard ; but really I do not know how I have heard it. I 

have heard that a young man named Mills was a chief, and also that Shot^'ell was a 

chief. 

Question. Is the first that you name the editor of a democratic paper in Ruther- 
fordton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. Have the members of that organization at any time had disguises which 
they wore on occasions ? 

Answer. I do not know. _ I never saw any persons whom I knew to be members have 
disguise's. I hear that parties in. the country have had disguises in these, whippin ; 
operations. 

Question. Have you never seen one of these disguises ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have seen them. I saw one, I believe, at Raleigh the other day ; 
and I saw a crowd of disguised men ride through our town one nigTit — some ten or 
fifteen. 

Question. When? 

Answer. That was about the fall of 1869, 1 think. 
Question. Do you know who they were ? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Were they members of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. I do not know; I never inquired anything about them. I might have 
inquired, but I did not j and I do not know a man that was in the party. 

Question, Do you know whether a part of the actual operations of this Invisible 
Empire, me^tin^ in these camps or councils, has been to ride about in disguise? 

Answer, No, sir, I do not know that. 

Question, Have you ever heard that it was so ? 

Ansicer. The Invisible Empire ? 

Question, These clans or councils, whatever they are? 

Answer. Have I heard that it is part of their operations to ride about in disguise ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir, I never heard that it was part of their operations. 

Question, Have you heard that they ride in disguise ? 
• Answer. Well, I have heard that parties ride in disguise; but I do not know that 
they were parties belonging to this organization. 

Question. Have yoa not heard that they meet in council and consider and discuss 
proiiositions to inflict punishment on persons ? * 

Answer, I have heard that from the opposite party and from people Avhom I do not 
know whdther to credit with truthfulness or not. That is generally supposed ; it is 
talked everywhere now — published in the papers and everything of that kind. 
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Question. You have never heard anything of that sort from persons who had been 
members of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. I may have heard it from some of them, but I do not know whom. I do not 
know that I can name a man t have heard it from. 

Question. Did you ever talk with Mr. McAfee on that subject ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have talked with him on the question. 

Question. Did you ever hear him speak of that particular matter ? 

Anmer. No, siV. 

Question. Did you ever hear him say anything about any of these rides in disguise ? 

Answer. No, sir, except in condemnation of them. I have heard him speak that way 
frequently; I know that he has opposed them openly and publicly. I have often 
heard him speak of the matter publicly and privately. 

Question. Who is the chief of your State ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Have you not heard ? 

Answer. No, sir. I have heard this man, that man, and the other named; but I re- 
ally do not know anything about it. 

Question. Some of the witnesses before the committee have named Mr. Hamilton C. 
Jones as the chief of the State f 

Answer. I have never known anything about that. 

Question. Did you never have a conversation with Mr. Hamilton C. Jones in which 
this matter was mentioned ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Hamilton C. Jones is a member of the order. I know that. He 
told me that he was at one time, in Ido/, perhaps. But if he was chief of the State I 
do not know it. I never heard him say so. I do not know who is chief of the State. 
I do not think there is a general organization throughout the State from what I have 
heard. Mr. Jones admitted he was a member of this organization in 1867 — I think it 
was about that time. 

Question, Do you mean he has admitted to you since then that he was a member at 
that time ; or did he admit it at that time ? 

Anstcer. No, sir, I knew nothing about him at that time. He has admitted it since. 
I have heard him say time and again that he knew nothing about it now ; I heard him 
say that ti year and a half ago ; and I am satisfied he does not. 

Question. He admitted, though, that in 1867 he was a member of this organization ? 

Ansirer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think this organization was formed for the purpose of protection ? 

Answer. I know it, so far as my knowledge extends— for mutual protection, and for 
the protection of the country in ease of emergency, I believed then, and everybody 
else did, that there would be emergencies Avhich would demand it. 

Question. You were a member of the legislature at the time you speak of? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether other members of the legislature at the time you 
were a member were members of this organizatiou ? 

Answer. I do not know a man who was a member at the time I,was. Colonel Jones 
is the only man that I ever talked to on the subject at all, so far as I now recollect. 

Question. It has been disclosed in' the evidence that on one occasion Mr. Strudwick, 
from Orange County, was a member of the organization. 

Answer. 1 do not know how that is. 

Question. Did you ever have anything to say to him on the subject ? 

Answer. I have talked to him generally about the difficulties in Orange County ; but 
he never told me he was a member of the organization. 

Question. Did ho ever pass any sign with you? 
' Answer. No, sir, not that I recollect; lam sure that he has not. It has been re- 
ported in the papers that he was chief down there ; but I do not know how that is. I 
think from what I heard that they had a local organization there in Orange County, 
and perhaps in Alamance, at one time. 

Question. You have heard of considerable operations of disguised men in the county 
of Alamance ? . 

Answer. Two or three years ago I did. 

Question. Have you heard of the hanging of m6n ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of operations in the County of Orange ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I heard of some barn-burners being hung there. 
Question. You did not hear that "this organization, the Invisible Empire, was con- 
nected with it? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of any colored persons being hung in Orange County .by men 
in disguise? 

Answer, I say I heard of barn-burners being hung in that county; I do not knoAv by 
whom they were hung. ^ 
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Question. You tliink that apprehension was created by the legislative address to whicli 
you have referred, and the suggestions it contained? 

Answer. 1 know that it spread very great apprehension thvoughout the State. 

Qmsiion. Was not that part of the address to whicli yon referred an address to the 
white people ? 

* Answer. Well, it is an address to the people of the State, I believe. I do not understand 
it to he an address to the white jjcople especially. The part which was read by General 
Blair is, 1 think, very incendiary, and Avould have a tendency to produce very bad re- 
sults. 

Question. You said that the passage of the military bill to which you referred was 
another cause of apprehension ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiiesiion. Was that what was known as the Shoffner bill ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; it was the first bill, the one passed in 1868. Shoffner's bill was 
passed afterwards. 

Question. You did not have reference to the Shoffner bill ? 

Answer. No, sir. The Shoffner bill was a great deal worse than the first one. 

Question. Has that bill, the first one, ever been l epealed ? 

Answer. I really do not know. I believe the passage of the Shoffner bill repealed it. 
I am not sure whether the x^assage of the subsequent act repealed the first one or not, 
but I have an impression that it did. 

Question. Is the present legislature a democratic legislature ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of any movement in the legislature to repeal the law to 
which you -first referred as having created such apprehensidn in the State? 

Answer. That legislature has repealed the Shoffner bill ; and, as I said a few moments 
ago, I think the Shoffner bill repealed the first one, but I am not sure about it. 

Question. If that be so, the present legislature, which is democratic, has in fact 
reenacted the former bill ? 

Answer. I do not know about that. 

Question. If the Shoffner bill repealed the former act, and this legislature has repealed 
the Shoffner bill 

Answer, I say that I do not know whether the Shoffner bill repealed the, first act 
or not. 

Question. But. if it did, then the repeal of the Shoffner bill would reenact the 
first one ? ' . ' ' 

Answer. Provided there was not some other provision in the repealing clause. 

Qn^stion.^ You have heard of no provision striking out the first bill? 

Answer. No, sir; but I understand that the present legislature has, repealed those 
obnoxious military acts. .1 do not know whether they were all repealed at one swoop 
or not, J)ut that was the intention. 

Question. You are not able to say whether the original act of ^Yhich you complain is 
not now in force in North Carolina ? 

Answer. I complain of all ; but I do not know \vhether that one is in existence 
or not. 

Question. The Shoffner bill was passed as a supplement to the first bill ? 
Ansiver. I do not know whether it was supplementary, or whether it repealed the 
first bill. 

Question. You think thjrt the apprehension caused by ijj^ address of which you spoke 
« and b3' the enactment of this military bill, was the foundation for the fonnatiou ot this 
Invisible Empire, which was organized for mutual protection? 

Answer. That and the drilling of the negroes, and the incendiary doctrines wiiieb 
were being circulated and impressed upon the minds of the negroes by the si)eakers of 
the republican party. 

Question, You say that all these things taken together created the apprehension ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There were three places in Cleveland County in which the negroes 
were drilling regularly. 

Question. They were drilling under the original bill ? 

Answer. No, sir, they "^-ere drilling not under any bill; they inet together voluntarily 
at night. They were not drilling under the State law. They had a right, I sux>pose, 
to meet and drill. 

Question. Did the drilling of the negroes occur after the passage of this bill ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, certainly, it occurred all the time ; and I have been informed they 
are keeping it up yet in the county of Cleveland. 
Question. You say that that bill was passed in 1868 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, at the first session of the legislature which met in 1868. 
Question. And the address of which you speak was issued in the summer of 1868? 
Answer. About that time. 

Question. How could these things have led to the formation of the Invisible Empire 
if Mr. Joneai was a member of that organization in 1867 ? 
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Ausiver. I do not know how he be^same a member; but that was the reason he joined 
it. I thought it an excellent reason, and I think so yet. 

Question. But if the Invisible Empire was in existence as early as 1867, and Mr. 
Jones was then a member of it, its origin could have had no connection with these 
things which occurred in 1868 ? ^ , 

Answer. It had, I say, at the time we formed it in Cleveland. I think Mr. Jones'said 
he was a member in 1867 ; I am not sure as to the precise date. Mr. Jones was talking 
with me about it last winter a year ago. I think he said it was in 1867 that he 
became a member, but I am not sure as to that point. I recollect, though, he told me 
that at the time he was speaking there was nothing of the kind in existence — as long 
ago as last winter a year ago. 

Question. How long has this order existed in the county of Rutherford ? 

Answer, I do not know how long. 

Question. You had heard of no operations in Rutherford County until twelve or 
fifteen months ago, when the McGahey case occurred ? That was the first case you had 
of disguised men committing any outrage in the county of Rutherford ? 

Answer. It is the first difficulty I heard of. I do not know that they were disguised 
men. ^Mr. McGahey reported that somebody had gone to his house ; I do not know 
that he reported that they were disguised. I do not know that I ever heard that. 

Question. Have you any reliable information that this organization has existed in 
Rutherford County within the last six or eight months ? 

Answer. I think it has. 

Question. You have reliable information that it has existed there within six or eight 
months ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think it has. 

Question. Have you reliable information that it has existed there within the last 
three months ? 
Anstve)'. No, sir. 

Question. Have you reliable information that it existed there at the time of the 
spring term of the superior court in that county ? 
Ansicer. I think it existed then. 

Question. Do you know whether any men were initiated at that time ? 
Answer. I think there were some. I know this: that there were a large number of 
outrages being committed on the South Carolina border. 
Question. By men in disguise ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, that was reported. I recollect it being talked about there at the 
Rutherford court a great deal, and I think the order existed at that time. 

Question. That was the last spring term f * 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was tho«last spring term in May ? 
Answer. It was in March, I think. 

Question. You are a regular attendant upon that court as a member of the bar ? 

Answer. I go there sometimes, and sometimes I do not. My partner goes there 
almost all the time. I have been in politics a good deal, and am frequently away at 
the term of the court. 

Question. You were there, though, at that term of the court ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. # 

Question. Did yon know of any man being initiated during the time tlmt court was 
in session ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think I did. 
Question. Did you take any part in any initiation ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Some of the witnesses here have mentioned your name in that connection. 

Answei'. I understand: that Mr. Justice stated that I was there for that purpose. I 
advised the reorganization so as to control these difficulties at that time. I recollect 
that very distinctly. 

Question. During that term of court you advised that there should be a reorgani- 
zation? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, that there should be some organization to control those men who 
were committing these outrages on the southern border. 

Question. Did you during that term of court see or converse with any one who was a 
chief of any Klan or den in that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I conversed, I think, with young Mills. 

Question. Did you converso with Mr. De Priest ? 

Ansiver. Which De Priest ? 
. Question. I do not know his first name. Did you converse with any De Priest ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I spoke to a De Priest on that subject. I know I 
did not. 

Questio7i. Did you have any conversation ^v^ith Mr. Shotwell on this subject at that 
court ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is be a memT)er of tlie order 1 
Aimcer. Yes, sir ; he was then. 
Question, Did he conduct the initiation I 

Answer, No, sir j I do not think he did ; I do not recollect that he did. 
Question. How many persons were initiated during that court-week f 
Answer. I cannot tell that. 
Question. As many as fifty ? 

Anmver. No, sir ; I do not know of more than two or three, or three or four, who were 
initiated — not as many as ten wit-hin my knowledge. 

Question, Did you hear that there were as many as from thirty to fifty ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I never heard it, except in this way : Mr. Justice, I understand, has 
spoken of it about there in his public speeches. 

Question. I meant from persons whom you suppose to be members of the order ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir, I did not hear any such thing as that. 

Question. Who conducted those initiations ? 

Ansieer. I really forget now who. There was a lawyer of my town, Mr. Cabaniss, 
who I think did what I saw. 

Question. You mean what you saw at the Rutherford court ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; as well as I recollect I think he was the man. 
Question. How old a man is Mr. Cabaniss ? 
Armi'er. I would say he is forty-five. 
Question. Is he a member of the bar ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long has he been a lawyer ? 

Ansiver. Ever since I knew him. He is a brother-in-law of Judge Logan. 
Question. Does he reside in your county ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 
Question. At Shelby ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you witness any of the initiations by him? 
Ansicer. I think I did ; I am not sucre, but I think I did. 
Question. How many ? 

Ansice}\ As I said a while ago, not more than three or four or fi^ e — something like 
that— not as many as ten. 

Question. Where did they take place f 

Answer. In the hotel. 

Question. In Mr. Cabaniss's room ? 

Ansicei'. I forget whether it was in Mr. Cabaniss's room or not ; I believe it was. 
Question. Did any take place in your room ? 
Answer. I believe some did. 

Question. Was there an obligation administered in the form of an oath ? I do not 
mean to ask whether there was an officer to admkiister the oath ; I put stress on the 
word " form." 

Answet\ I forget whether it was an honorable obligation, or whether it was in the 
form of an oath. 

Question. Did you hear the obligation repeated to the candidate during the initia- 
tion? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; of course I did if I was present. ^ 
Question. What was the substance of it ? 

Answer. Just about what I told you a while ago as near as I can recollect. 
Question. Was it repeated from writing or print, or from a book of any kind ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I never saw any writmg or any book. 
Question. Nothing was put do\^ in writing or in a book ? 
Answer. I never saw it. 

Question. Were the signs given to the men initiated ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. Did you not hear of outrages in the county of Rutherford by disguised 
men after that term of court ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; after it and before, too. 

Question. The second attack upon Biggerstaff was afterward ; was it not T 
Answer. Yon mean when he was on his way to Shelby ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the raid into Rutherfordton, when the Star office was attacked and 
Mr. Justice taken out, occur afterward ? 
Ansicer. O, yes, sir; that is a recent occurrence ; not more than two months ago. 
Question. You said that Mr. Cabaniss conducted some of these initiations ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. . ' 

Question. He was from the county of Cleveland I 
Answer. Yes, sir. « 
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Question, You spoke of Mr. Shotwell a;s heing a member of the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do yoa know whether Mr. Shotwell was present when the raid was made 
iu Rutherfordton upon Mr. Justice and the Star office ; when a party went up there 
in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know ; but I have every reason to believe that he was not. 

Question. What are your reasons for believing that he was not'? 

Ansicer. Simply because I believe he is a man of too nmeh sense and judgment* and 
too much feeling for his brother man to treat Mr. Justice in iliat way. I have always 
found Mr. Shotwell to be a gentleman. He is a man of education, and, so far as I know, 
be is a gentleman. I know furthermore that Mr. Shotwell told me there at the court 
that he would use every exertion within his power to stop this matter in that county. 
Whether he has done it or not I do not know. 

Question. Have there been any initiations in Cleveland County within the last six or 
eight months f 

Ansicer. 1 have not known of one these two years. 

Question. Have you heard of any ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, I have not heard of any. 

Question. Why do you think this organization does not exist now in the county of 
Cleveland ? 

y Ansicer. Simply because I have not known anything of its existence. I think if it 
did exist still, I would know it. 

Question. Is Mr. Cabaniss an officer in the county of Cleveland ? • 
Answer. No, sir, I do not think he is. 

Question. By what authority did he conduct the initiations in Rutherford County ? 
Ansicer. I do not know that he really had any authority. 

Question. Do the rules of the organization allow a private man, who holds no official 
position, to conduct initiations ? 

Answer. 1 do not know whether they do or not. I have never heard any rules about 
it. I never saw any rules. They certainly had no written rules ; and I never heard 
of any instructions from any of the leaders in the matter in regard to that. I do not 
know how that is. I recollect that some parties in Rutherfordton desired me to initi- 
ate them, and I did not recollecc even the obligation ; and, furthermore, I did not know 
that I had any authority to do it. Mr. Cabaniss was present, however^ and that was 
the way it was done. 

Question, Did he initiate them ? . . 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; those yrere the same three or four or five — I forget how many — 
that I have spoke of before. 

Qu43stion. They applied to you to initiate them in Rutherford County f 

Answer. Yes, sir, at the time of the courti If Mr, Cabaniss holds any office in the 
matter, I do not know it. 

Question. Why do you think the organization does not now exist in the county of 
Cleveland! ^ 

Ansicer. I told you awhile ago that if it did I think I would know it ; and under the 
recent act of the legislature, everybody, I think, is willing to give up such matters. 
That act requires the Leagues to disband, and, as a matter of course, everything in 
opposition to them. 

Question. Had not that act been passed before your court in Rutherford ? 

Answer. No, sir, not that I know of. I do not*^ know when it was passed. At that ' 
time I knew nothing of it, and I do not think anybody else did. The court was in the 
latter part of March ; I really do not know the date of the act. 

Question. At what time did your legislature adjourn ? ' * 

Answer. In April, I think. I believe it was about the 1st of April. Colonel McAfee 
came to our court about the 10th of April ; and I thgak he had been home from the 
legislature only a >lay or two. 

Question. You spoke of this movement at Rutherford court being a reorganization. 
"Was there any obligation in addition to that which had. formerly been administered? 

Answer. None, that I know of. I think the matter had degenerated, and that out- 
rages were being committed by parties who had formerly belonged to it, and it was 
thought very important to stop them if they could be stopped. The truth is th^.t 
most of the outrages committed were committed along the South Carolina border, 
and, I have every reason to believe, by men from South Carolina ; that is, in the county 
of Rutherford. But, at any rate, they were being committed along the South Carolina 
border, in the eastern part of Rutherford County. Things seemed to be running riot ; 
and it was thought necessary to stop the matter, and I advised it myself. 

Question. Did this Invisible Empire exist in Spartanburgh County, South Carolina ? 

Answer. 1 do not know whether it did or not. 

Question. Did you over see any parties from there who belonged to it, or who con- 
versed, with you on the subject ? 

Answer. 1^0, siv; I never have conversed with Spart^anburgh men or York. County 
men on, the anbjcet. 
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Quesfiolu Was Mr. Sehenek, who was disbarred by Judge Logan, a member of tljis 
organizatiou ? 

Juswei'. I think hois; I do not know. 

Question. In what county does he reside? ' 
Jnsiver. In Lincoln Couiity. 

Qncstiou. You never heard it said by those who were members of the organization 
that he was a member f 
Answer. 1 do not know that I have. 

Question. Have yon ever conversed with him on that subject ? 
Jnsurr. 1 think'he told me ho was n member; but I am not sure about that. 
Quention. Did you understand that ho was a chief in Lincohi County? 
Answer. I do not know that 1 ever heard, except that I have heard Mr. Justice 
eay so. 

Question. You never heard it from 3klr. Sehenek himself? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that I ever lieard bim say anything about being chief. 
I think he told me at one time ho belonged to the organization. 

Qnestion. Was there any understanding in that organization that the members were 
not to resist process in the hands of the authorities ? 

Answer. I never heard any understanding about it one Avay or the other. 

Question. There was nothing of that sort in the obligation — that they were to sub- 
mit to process in the hands of an ofiSeer ? 

Answer. No, sir; nothing whatever of that kind in the obligation; I never heard 
of it. 

Question. Was there anything in the obligation to the effect that you were to obey 
the commands of superior othcers ? 

Anstver. I do not recollect that. There were officers ; but I do not recollect anything 
in the obligation about obeying the commands of superior officers. 

Question. Or of any officers ? 

Ansiver. Or of any officers. I do not recollect that there was anything of that kind. 
Queslion. Was there anything in the obligation to the effect that the decisions of the 
council were to be obeyed by the members ? . 
Answer. No, sir; there was certainly nothing of that kind. 
Question. There was nothing exacting obedience at all ? 
Answer. Obedience to the officers ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Nothing in the obligation. , 
Quesiioii, Or obedience to the orders of the council, whatever they might be ? 
Answer. Well, there was an understanding that there were officers; but there was 
nothing of that kind in the obligation, that I recollect. 
Question. I speak now of obedience. 

Answer. We understood that there were officers, and that the private members were 
nothing more than jn-ivate members, to be controlled, of course, by the officers in case 
of necessity; but I do not recollect about the obligation containing anything of that 
kind ; I do not think it did. 

Question. About how many members are there in the county of Cleveland ? 

Answer. I have no idea any more than you have, I reckon. The truth is, I have 
inquired but very little about it. 

Question. Hav^e you not heard it estimated by any one? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you suppose there are as many as four hundred ? • 
Answer. Really, I do not know; there may be; I cannot tell. 
Question. How many do you suppose there are in the county of Rutherford ? 
Answer. I do not know that. 

Question. Have you never heard the number estimated ? ' 
Anm'a'. No, sir, except by Mr. Carpenter and other men up there. I understand they 
Bay they have the names of two hundred men. 

Question. I spoke of information obtained from members of the order. 
Answei'. I have no information on that point. 

Question. There has been no formal disbanding of the order in the county of Cleve- 
land? 

Answer. None that I know of. 

Question, You have heard of no formal disbanding of it in any of those counties 
around there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If, then, the order was in existence six or eight months ago, why is it not 
in existence now ? 

Anstver. Well, I think everybody understands that all secret orders are now prohib 
ited by law ; and I have heard nothing of it. There have been no meetings of it, or 
anything of that kind, except, as I told you, in January or February, when we were 
expecting a negro insurrection in South Carolina. 
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Question. That was at the tirao of the Chester riots in South Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at that time, I recollect, a numher of ns were called together one 
evening, for the purpose of consulting and taking some action in the way of defense, 
in case it should be necessary. 

Question. Were the men who belonged to this organization generally men of charac« 
ier and standing ? 

Answer. Some of them were, and, as in other societies, some were not. 

Question. Do you know whether any leading men in the State of South Cai;olina were 
members of the order ? 

Ansicer. I do ijot know. 

Question. Have you conversed with any of the leading men of the State, in the city 
of Raleigh, upon the subject ? 

Answer. I have not conversed in the city of Raleigh upon this subject with leading 
men, or with ajiybody else. I do not know that there is a man in Raleigh who'belongs 
to it. I do not recollect ever conversing with anybody there about the matter at ail. 
I have conversed with Mr. Turner in regard to it. He has told me, time and again, 
that he was not a member of any secret organization, political or otherwise. 

Question. How long ago did you converse Avith Mr, Turner on that subject ? 

Ansiver. I have had conversations with him from time to time ; at the Federal court 
down there, some time ago, we were talking. about it. 

Question. Did you speak to him about it in 1869, when you were a member of the 
legislatm'e ? 

Ansiver. I think I did. I think I have talked to him about it frequently, from time 
to time. 

Question. Did you disclose to him that there was such an organization ? 
Answer. I never did. 

Question. Did you tell him yon were a member of such an organization ? 
Answer. No, feir, not that 1 recollect. Indeed, I know I did not. I never told any- 
body that. 

Question. Did you ever hear it intimated, in your conversations with men upon this 
subject, that it was supposed this organization Avouid affect the vote of the colored 
people in any way ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You 4iever heard any such intimation ? 

Answer. There was no such intention that I ever knew. And so far as these out- 
rages in that country are concerned, although there have not been as many democrats 
whipped in the county of Cleveland as republicans, there have been several. I have 
in my mind at least six or eight democrats who have been whipped. 

Question. What are their names ? 

Ansiver. Samuel R. Oates is one. 

Question. Was he the mau who was whipped for treating his wife badly ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He had abandoned his wife, I think, and was living with another 
woman. I never heard him say anything about it ; but I have heard what he said in 
regard to it. 

Question. Did he say they represented themselves as preachers, and whipped him ? 
Jlnsu'er. I never heard that. 

Question. W^hat other democrat in that county has been whipped ? 

Ansiver. Mr. Mclntire was whipped. I believe his name is William Mclntire. 

Question. When was he whipped ? 

Answer. I suppose it has been about a year ago. 

Question. Was he a democrat ? 

An8wa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Has ho voted the democratic ticket since ? 

A7iswer. He is understood to have done so. I do not know whetner there has been 
an election since or not. The whipping waa some time along last summer. 
Question. Had he voted the democratic ticket previous to that time ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was he a white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect any other democrat who has been whipped ? 
Ansiver. Andrew McCombs is another. * 
Question. How long since he was whipped ? 

Answer. 1 think it was last fall or the latter part of the summer ; I forget which. 
Question. Had he ever voted the democratic ticket before he was whipped ? 
Anawer. Always, I think. I believe he has always been a democrat. 
Question. What was he Avhipped for ? 

Answer. He was living in adultery with a negro woman. So ho says they told him. 
He had been living in that way — had several children by the negro woman — and con- 
tinued to do so. He had a sister, I think, living in the house with him, and she was 
very much annoyed j I understand she says so ; and I believe she says she is glad that 
it was done. 
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Quesiion. What was Mclntire whipped for? 

Ansicer. 1 do not kuow j I do not recollect that I ever heard what he was whii)ped 
for. 

Qnesfion. Was he a member of the order? 

Jnsicer. I do not know whether ho was or not. ' , 

Qurstion. You have not heard that he was a member of the order ? 
Jiisirer. J do not think I ever did. 

Question. You have not heard that he was attacked for disclosing some of the secrets 
of the order ? 

Jrisirer. No, sir ; I never heard that. That is not true either. I think I heard it was 
a ])orscnal difficnify between him and some man by the name of Felmot. 
Qimiion. Was he whipped by a baud of men in disguise? 

Aimver. I do not know whether they were in disguise or not. 1 saw Mr. Mclntire, 
and I believe I heard him speak something about it ; but I do not think he said whether 
the men were disguised; and I never inquired. 

Question. How many did he say were present ? 

Ansicer. I do not think ho told me ; but I have an impression that there were five or 
six. 

Question. You did uot hear whether they were in disguise? 

Answer, I do not think he said ; I do not think I heard. 

Question. Were the men disguised who whipped Mr. McCombs ? 

Answer. I think they were ; I do not know ; I never inquired into these p.articular 
cases as to whether the men were disguised or not. 

Question, Do you know how many are said to have been present when Mr. McCombs 
was whipped ? * 

Answer. No, sir, I do not know. 

Question. Do you know of any other democrat in that county who has been whipped 
by men in d-isguise ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; there is a case I have heard of — I never asked the man himself 
about it ; but I expect the report is true. The name of the man was E. M. Roark — a 
very strong democrat — as strong 4is any we have in that country. 

Question. When did that occur ? 

Answer. It was said to have occurred last winter was a year ago. I never heard it 
from him ; but it is commonly reported. It was a delicate matter, a thing I did not 
want to ask him about, and I never did so. 

Question. Was he said to have been whipped by men in disguise ? 

Answer. I think so ; I do not know that I ever heard, but I think they were dis- 
guised. 

Question. How many are said to have been present? 

Anstver. I understood that the woman said there were six or eight ; somewhere about 
that number. The allegation was — it came from the woman, I think — that he was in 
the house of a woman of disreputable character ; and, in fact, the charge was that he 
had rather abandoned his own family. How the fact was I do not know ; but he is 
considered to bo rather a bad man in that respect. 

Question. Was he a member of the Invisible Empire ? . ^ 

Answe)\ Not that I know of. 

Question. You have not heard that he was ? 

Answer. No, sir; in fact I do not think he is. He lives in our town, and if ho were, 
I think I would know it. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. Are those all the cases you know of where democrats have been whiijped ? 
A nswer. No, sir ; there was a man named James Kamrick whipped in that county. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Do you say he is a democrat ? , 
Ansi(*er. He is understood to be. ' ^ 

Question. How long ago was he whipped I 
Answer. Last fall or summer, I think. 
Question. Was it done by men in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know whether they were in disguise or not. I suppose so. I do not 
know that I ever heard. 

Question. Did you hear how many were present? 

Ansicer. I do not know that I did. He had seduced his sister-in-law — his wife's 
sister ; and at the time of the whipping she was living with him in his own house in 
adultery. I understand that was the reason it was done. 1 know that he had been 
guilty of that indiscretion; at least it is commonly rumored, and I believe he does 
not deny it. 

Question. How was he whipped ; with whips ? 

Answer. I do not know hovr. I only heard of his being whipped. I have heard it 
talked of since. 
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Question* How was Mr. Roark whipped ? 

Ansiver. I do liot know that. 

Question, How was Mr. McCombs whipped? 

Answer. I do not know how any of them were whipped. I do not know how one was 
whipped in the county — democrat or republican, black or white. 

Question. You did not hear that they were stripped and whipped with sticks or limbs 
from trees ? 

Answer, No, sir; I do not know that I ever did. I do not recollect that I ever heard 
anythino; about that; I do not think I ever did. 

Question. You say that a petition to the legislature was signed by members of the 
bar to get clear of Judge Logan at the next session ? 

Anstver. Well, it is a recommendation that something be done. I forget the language 
of the petition. 

Question, It is aimed at Judge Logan ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Your legislature meets some time next November, does it not ? 
Answer. 1 think it is the third Monday of November that the constitution requires 
it to meet. 

Question. Have you a term of the superior court of that district between now and 
then, a regular round of terms in that circuit? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I do not know that the judge closes up before that time ; I forget 
exactly when he does close up. 

Question. Had Judge Logan made his movement against the members of this organ- 
ization and taken part in having tiiem arrested, before this petition was gotten up ? 

Ansiver. Those Biggerstaff men were arrested some time before. 

Question, .Judge Logan had made himself very active in endeajVoring to prosecute 
men charged with these offenses, had he not ? 

Ansiver, I do not know whether he was very active; but he had issued bench war- 
rants for about thirty or thirty-one men, and had bound them over to reappear- before 
him at some subsequent day. 

Question. That was before this petition was gotten up ? 

A7iswer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Has ho been very active since? 

Answer, Really I do not know what part he has taken since. The United States 
commissioner, who resides in Rutherford County, has arrested a great many men and 
afterward issued warrants. 

Question, Why could not the getting up of the petition have been delayed as well till 
the fall term of your courts ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I do not know why. Of course it could have been delayed. 
There .was, though, an idea among the members of the bar that Judge Logan would 
resign ; and he has been advised to resign by prominent republicans. The supreme 
court advised him to resign. Judge Pearson moved, in a meeting in Governor Cald- 
well's office at Raleigh, that Judge Logan be advised to resign. Mr. McCorkk^., a prom- 
inent republican of Salisbury, told mo in Raleigh, some time a^o, that it was the 
intention df the individual members of the supreme court to advise* Judge Logan to 
resign. Mr. Bynam, who^ is a very prominent republican in the county^ signed this 
petition to the legislature ; and so did General Barringer. It is the universal belief 
that Judge Logan is incompetent; and it is also, I think, the general belief that he is 
corrupt. 

Question. Do you know that the reason the judges of the supreme cou'rt advised him 
to resign was because they believed he was in personal danger in traversing his dis 
trict? 

Answei*. No, sir ; I have never heard of that, and I have no idea it is so. 
Question. What you have heard was from Mr. McCorkle alone ? 

An8we7\ I heard it from others. I heard either Mr. Phillips or Judge Merriman, one 
or the other, say that he was present when Governor Caldwell called a meeting of his 
friends in his oflQec, and that Judge Pearson made a motion that Mr. Logan be 
requested to resign, as the best way of settling the difficulties in that part of the 
State. That was after this raid upon Mr. Justice and the Star office. It was the 
judge's opinion that he was partly to plame for that, and that his resignation would 
be the best thing to quiet the country. Hon. Thomas S. Ashe seconded the motion ; 
but it seems it was not put and was not carried. 

Question, That was a meeting composed of gentlemen summoned by the governor 
about equally from both political parties in order to consult ? 

Anstcer. Well, sir, he had invited a number of gentlemen ; I do not know in what 
proportion politically ; I do not know all who were there ; I know that Judge Merri- 
man, a democrat, was there. 

Question, And Mr. Ashe was a democrat ? 

Anstver. Ycg, sir ; ho was another democrat who was there. 

Question, Have you not seen it stated in the x>apers that quite a number of democrats 
-were present t 
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Jnsjcer, Yes. sir; I saw it stated that several were, but there 'were more republicans 
than democrats, I think. The governor did, hoAvever, invite some democrats to the 
consnlration. 

QucsiioiK Has not miich of this outcry against Judge Logan been because of his vig- 
orous and determined action against these disguised men who perpetrate these out- 
rages? 

Answer. No, sir ; there has been an outcry against Judge Logan ever since ho has 
been on the bench. 

QneHiion. Has there not been an outcry against the judges of the State generally? 

Aimver. There has been against Judge Tourgce, Judge Watts, and others ; I have 
heard them accused of corruption, &c. 

Quesiioyi. Have you not seen the judiciary of the State generally denounced in the 
newspapers ? 

AnsKer. Not all of them. 

Qiicslion, Does not the leading organ of your party, the Sentinel, published at 
Eaiei^h, denounce all the judges, without making any exception? 

Ansiver. Mr. Turner may say that we have a corrupt judiciary, or something of that 
sort : but I have no idea that he intends to denounce all the judges as comipt, 
because I think I have heard him say that he had the highest respect for Judge 
Mitchell. 

Question. Judge Mitchell is a democrat ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. The only democratic judge in the State ? 

Aimver. I have heard Mr. Turner also say that he had a high regard for Judge 
Henry. Then there is Judge Buxton, who is certainly a man of some ability as a 
judge. But in a large number of districts the judges are incompetent men, as any 
man is obliged to know who has observed the course of aflPairs there since the recon- 
struction measures were passed. I have no doubt that in many cases they are not 
only incomi)eteut, but corrupt. I have no donbt about it. It is the general sentiment 
among the people ; in Judge Logan's circuit particularly it is the general belief that 
it is impossible to obtain justice there. 

Question. Have you heard incompetency charged upon any of the judges of the 
supreme court ? 

Answer. I do not think I have heard incompetency charged upon them. 

Question. Have you heard corruption charged upon the judges of the supreme court ? 

Auswei'. I have heard rumors time and again ; that is all. 

Question. Against what judge? 

Auswet\ The matter was in this way : Some of those judges in the campaign upon 
\ the adoption of the constitution took the ground — in fact, those who favored the con- 
stitution generally took the ground — that in no case could the taxation of the State 
exceed $2 on each $300 valuation of the property. The constitution was ratified by the 
people upon that understanding. In 1869, at the summer term, I believe, of the 
supreme court, the question was made before that court (it arose in relation to some 
of these railroad bonds) whether, in any case, the legislature could authorize taxation 
exceeding §2 on. every $300 valuation of property. The supreme court once decided 
that the legislature could not exceed that rate ; but upon certain representations they 
reopened the case, and it was afterward decided that the legislature could go to any 
extent in order to raise funds to pay the interest on the bonds and the bonds them- 
selves at maturity. It was rumored around that money had been the cause of th6 
change ; that money had been used upon the judges of the supreme court. 
Question. From whom did you hear that rumor ? 

Atmvei\ I do not know, sir. It was talked about there among the members of the 
legislature and others. I have heard it spoken of frequently ; I cannot tell now by 
whom, but I know it was rumored. I recollect that lSli\ Jarvis and myself conversed 
about it. 

Question. Mr. Jarvis is a democrat and the speaker of the present house of representa- 
tives ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you believe such a rumor? 

Answer. Well, sir, there is something very strange about it. There are some matters 
which I heard of in New York afterward, which led me to believe that in the case of 
one or two of the judges it might be so. I do not charge that it is so. 

Question. Are not the judges of the supreme court men who have heretofore held a 
high character in the State f 

Ansxeer, Yes, sir, so far as I know, .Mr. Rodman, I believe, is the only one who has 
not. He has occupied a high position as a lawyer ; but I refer now to his moral character. 

QwMion. You mean his moral character before the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he not a democratic lawyer in the State before the war? 
Anstver. I really do not know what his politics were before the war ; I was a boy then. 
He was a democrat or a whig, I forget which. He is a republican now. 



334 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Qiiesiion. You say that the judges held that the limit of two dollars tax ou each $300 
valuation of property might be exceeded in order to pay interest on the bonds of the 
State? 

Answer. That was what the judges finally held, but it was distinctly understood at 
first that the decision was the other way. Judge Person, who is now dead, was, at the 
time of the first decision, in New York, as I have understood. He was one of the coun- 
sel of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad Company ; and when he 
heard of the decision he telegraphed from New York to attorneys in Raleigh to have 
the case opened until he could get there, or to have the decision held up — not to allow 
the judges to deliver the oijinion. When he got back to Raleigh the case was re-ar- 
gued, and the (decision of the judges was the of her way. 

Question. Was Judge Person on the bench before the war ? 

Answer. Either before or during the war ; I believe it was before the war. k 

Question. Was he a democrat ? 

Ansiver. He was a democrat or a whig before the war. He acted with the demo- 
cratic party up to the date of his death. 

Quesliou. Was he a man of high character in the State ? 
Ansicei'. He was so coDsidered. 

Qnestion. You do not suppose he would have any connection with bribing the court ? 
Ansice7\ I do not know that he did ; he was only acting, I suppose, as attorney in the 
matter. I do not know that there was any bribery useVi, but that was the impression. 
Question. He was a practicing lawyer -before the supreme court at that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, He was engaged in this case and desired to take part in the argument ? 

Anstver. I do not know whether he was engaged or not in the case at first. As I un- 
derstood, he was one of the attorneys of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford 
Railroad Company ; bat whether he had been in the case Uefore I do not know. 

Qnestion. That company had for its president at that time Mr. Co\yan ? 

Ansicer. I do not know whether he was president at that time. 

Question. Is he a leading democrat in the Stale ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not think he would have any connection with bribing the court ? 

Aimver. No, sir, I do not think he would, from my knowledge of his character. I do 
not know whether he or Dr. Sloan was president of the road at that time. I forget 
when Dr. Sloan came in. I suppose that Dr. Sloan was in in 1869, as the reconstruc- 
tion measures were carried into effect in 1868. 

Question. You say that the decision of the supreme court was that the limit of $2 on 
every $300 valuatipn of property might be exceeded in levying taxes to pay interest 
on the bonds of the State ; did not that decision relate only to the old bonds of the 
State? 

Anstve)\ I reckon not, because the question was in regard to some of these new issues. 

Question. Was it not the decision of the court that the limit of $2 on $300 could be ex- 
ceeded only in order to pay interest on such indebtedness of the State as existed prior 
to the adoption of the constitution ? • 

Answer. I think not ; I do not understand it so at all. I will state how I understand 
the decision. The constitution prohibits the legislature from making any appropria- 
tions to complete a raikoad not commenced at the date of the ratification of the con- 
stitution. I understand the decision to be that all bonds issued for roads other than 
those commenced at the time of the ratification of the constitution were Tinconstitu- 
tional ; that as to those bonds which were constitutional the legislature could levy tax 
to any extent in order to raise funds to pay the interest. 

Question. Did you understand the supreme court to decide that the limit of §2 on $.300 
could be exceeded by the legislature for the payment of interest on any bonds or in- 
debtedness of the State that had been incurred after the adoption of th^ constitution ? 

Answer. I understood the supreme court to decide that the legislature could levy 
taxes to any amount necessary, in order to meet the interest of the old bonds, and also 
such new bonds as are constitutional ; but the court decided at the same time that 
some of the bonds issued to new railroads were unconstitutional. That is my under- 
standing of the decision of the court. 

Question. You did not understand it to be confined to the interest on the bonds or in- 
debtedness of the State contracted jDrior to the adoption of the constitution ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not so understand it at aU. I have not read the decision lately, 
but I have no idea that that is the effect of it. 

Question. Suppose it were, would it apply to the interest on any bonds about which 
there have been charges of fraud ? . . 

Ansiver. That is a legal question which I do not propose to discuss. 

Question. I think it is a question of fact. I will put it in another form : have not all 
the bonds about which there have been charges of fraud been issued since the adoption 
of the constitution f 

Answer. I think that is so. 
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Question. Then, if the decision of the supreme court had applied -to the interest on 
the indebtedness of the State which had been contracted before the adoption of the 
constitution, that decision would not apply to the interest of bonds about which there 
have been charges of fraud ? 

Answer, I think it applies to all the bonds which have been constitutionally issued, 
whether old or new. 

Question. But whether it does, or not depends upon your recollection of the decision, 
which you have not recently read ? 
Ansive7\ Not recently. 

Question. That decision is printed in the reports and may be referred to in order to 
decide this question ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You said there was some charge of corruption against Judge Watts ? 
Ansive7\ I have heard it ; many people believe it. 

Question. You think that Judge Logan has been corrupt in some instances ? 
Answe7'> I think so. 

Question. Those especially which you named ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir, and others. 

Question, Did you ever hear it charged against him that he had received money for 
any decision or official action ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, I never heard that charged. • 

Question. Did you ever hear that any other 'judge, save Judge Watts and Judge Lo- 
gan, had been guilty of corruption by the reception of money for official acts ? 

Answer. I do not understand the word corruption to mean simply receiving money 
for official acts. 

Question. Well, have you heard others charged with corniption? 
Mr. Blair. If a judge allows his decisions to be governed by political bias, that is 
one species of corruption. 
Answer, I have heard Judge Tourgeo charged with corruption simply on that account. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool:) 
Question. Simply that he was biased in his decisions by political preferences ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is what you mean by the charge of corruption when you make it 
against the judges generally, save those that you have named ? 

Answer. Yes, m\ I do not know that I have heard any others charged with receiv- 
ing money to bjas their judgment, or anything of that kind. 

Question. What yon mean, then, by charging them with corruption is that they were 
partisan in their decisions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they liave carried their partisan prejudices on the bench. 

Question, Did you ever hear the supreme court of North Carolina charged with par- 
tisanship in any of their decisions ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that I ever heard that charged against the supremo court. 

QueMion. Cannot an appeal be taken to the supreme court if the circuit judges err 
in their construction of the law ? 

Answer. Certainly. 

Question. Is the appeal a matter of right % 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It is not a matter of discretion with the judge ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did Judge Pearson concur in the decision to which vou Just now referred 
in respect to the power of the legislature to exceed the limit of |2 on |30(T valuation ? 
Answer. I think he did not ; I think he delivered a dissenting opinion. 
Question. Did any other judge deliver a dissenting opinion? 
Answer. I really forget about that now. 

Question. You say that in the canvass of the spring of 1868, when the constitution 
was adopted, the republicans took the ground that the limit of $2 on each $300 valua- 
tion of property could not bo exceeded ? 

Answer. That was the open, bold ground taken not only in the canvass but in the con- 
vention which formed the' constitution. 

Question. Did democrats deny the correctness of that ground ? 

Ansiver. I think they did. 

Question. Was it universally denied by the democrats that the constitution meant 
any such thing as that ? 
Answer. So far as I understand, it was. It was, in my part of the State. 
Question. Did you deny that it was the meaning of the constitution ? 
Answer. I think I did. 

Question. Then you think that the decision .of the supreme court to which you havie 
referred is correct in law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think the same now in resx^ect to the construction of the consti- 
tution that I thought before it was adopted. 
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Question. Then you think that decision is correct in law ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I think that under the correct reading of the constitution that de- 
cision must be right ; otherwise the wheels of government must stop. One provision 
of the constitution requires that the public debt and the interest upon it shall be 
promptly paid ; and if that decision is not correct, then under no circumstances could 
iSie government meet its obligations as required. 

Question. Do democratic lawyers generally believe t^?at the decision of the supreme 
court is correct ? 

Answer. I really do not know. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any one of them doubting its correctness? 

Anmcer. I do not know that I ever did; I have talked with them very little about it. 
But what I say is that the people were deceived in respect to that matter. They rati- 
fied the constitution believing that under no circumstances could they be taxed more 
than $2 on every $500 valuation. But since tho adoption of the constitution the party 
that called upon them to ratify it has taken the other view. 

Question. You mean that people of the State believed the republicans on that ques- 
tion, and not the democrats, in the canvass of 1868 ? 

Answer. They see now that the true construction is just the opposite from what the 
republicans said. 

Question. But the people in that canvass believed the republicans on that question, 
and not the democrats ? 

Answei'. The republicans took the ground in the canvass that the limit of $2 on §300 
valuation could not be exceeded ; the democrats took ground that it could be. 

Question. And you say the people ratified the constitution because they believed the 
ground taken by the republicans was correct ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but it turned out not to be correct, according to the decision of the 
supreme court. 

Question. Did you hear the evidence in the case in regard to firing into Samuel Big- 
gerstaff's house f 

Answer-. No, sir ; I only heard the circumstances from a brother lawyer. 
Question. Do you recollect that Mr. Justice was of counsel in that case ? 
Answer. No, sir j I do not recollect who were the counsel besides Mr. Cabaniss. He 
defended the parties. 
Question. What you heard was from Mr. Cabaniss ? 
Answet\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that the same Mr. Cabaniss who was a member of isSie Invisible Em- 
pire, and initiated men at the last Rutherford court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. Wap he of counsel for Samuel Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. No, sir; for Aaron Biggerstaff, at the time he was Iried for the offense. 
Question. Do you know Mr. Justice well? 

Answer. Yes, sir : -^I know him pretty well. I served in the legislature with him. I 
have known him for three or four years. 

Question. Is he a gentleman of good character ? 

Answer. Well, he is a gentleman of very good character, I suppose. He is a very 
bitter partisan ; and he is a lawyer under the $20 system of our State. He has read 
very little law. 

Question. Is he a man whose statements made upon his personal knowledge could be 
relied upon ? 

\Answer. That, I think, would depend entirely upon whether he was interested as a 
partisan. Do you mean his statements upon oath ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Yes; I would believe Mr. Justice on his oath, unless I knew he was biased 
in some way. He has, however, sworn to some things here that I am very much 
surprised at. 

Question. You would think that any statement of facts in the Biggerstaff case as 
deposed to by Mr. Justice of his own knowledge, would be correct ? 

Answer. Unless contradicted by some better testimony I would think so. But, if I 
have been rightly informed, his statement of the Biggerstaff case differs from that of 
Mr. Cabaniss ; and I would believe Mr. Cabaniss as soon as Mr. Justice. 

Question. JMr. Cabaniss was not upon oath when he made that statement to you? 

Answer. Certainly not. 

Question. You have not heard the statement that Aaron Biggerstaff and the men with 
him did not fire at all ; that they left McGahey and refused to go further with him 
when the firing took place ? 

Ansicer. I never heard that at all. That is not the way it has been told to me. 
. Question. Was any one indicted for going to McGahey's house on that occasion ? 

Answer. I stated a while ago that I did not think there had been any one indicted ; 
but I think now that somebody was indicted — perhaps more than one. One, I think, 
was a man by the name of Amos Owens. 
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Questior.. Was any one of those parties ever punished ? 

Answer. I do not think the case has been tried. I recollect it was removed from 
Rutherford County to McDowell, where I think it is now pending. 

Question. Have any parties been indicted in the State court of Cleveland or Ruth- 
erford Counties for going in disguise and committing those whippings of which you 
h:Ave spoken 1 

Answer, I recollect one indictment in Cleveland. 

Question. State the case. 

Answer. It is the case of the State vs. Alfred Newton and Georgo Queen. 
^ Question. When did that occur? 
Answer. About a year and a half ago. 
Question. Was the indictment in the State court ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are those two men republicans? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Democrats ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State the circumstances of the case. 

Ansicer. They were accused of going to the house of an old lady and abusing her — 
taking her guns, &c. Alfred Newton submitted the cas6 and was fined, I think, $25. 
Queen was convicted at the last term of the superior court, but appealed to the supreme 
court ; and a new trial has been ordered, I believe, in his case. 

Question. Were those men in disguise when the offense was committed ? 

Answer. I think they were charged with being in disguise. 

Question. Was anybody else with them? ' 

Answer. I think there were two or three other parties with them — I forget who. 
Newton and Queen were the only parties indicted. I think the old lady states that 
some other persons were at her gate. 

Question. You have heard of no other indictments in those two counties? 

A7iswer. Yes, sir; I have heard of others in Cleveland. One is the case of the State 
vs. Harmon and others, the defendants being about half a dozen young men. ; 

Question. When was that indictment found? 

Answer. A year and a half ago ; perhaps two years ago. 

Question. What were those parties charged with ? 

Answei\ With going to the house of a man in the night and abusing him. 
Question. Abusing him in what way ? 
Answ€fi\ Whipping him, I think. 
Question. Were they in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know whether they were charged with being in disguise or not. 
Question. Were any other parties with them? 

An8we3\ Not that I know of. I think there were five, or six, or eight young men 
indicted — about six, I believe. 

Question. Do you know of any other case? 

Answer. I do not know that I know of any other in Cleveland. 

Question. Do you know of any case in any other county of your circuit? • 

Ansice}\ Yes, sir ; there have been some indictments in Gaston, I believe ; I have 
heard so. • 

Question. Indictments against men for acts committed in disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. In the case of those six young men that I have just spoken of, 
Iklr. Bynam entered a nol. pros.; he said he could not make the proof. I think there have 
been some indictments in Gaston County. 

Question. This second attack on Mr. Big^erstaff was when he was on his way to 
Shelby to appear as a witness before the United States commissioner ? 

Answer. He was on his way to Charlotte. The facts, I believe, are about these ; Mr. 
Hester, United States deputy marshal, had arrested some parties in Rutherfordton and 
had' started with them to Charlotte, to take them before a commissioner there. When 
he was at Rutherfordton he did not know that there was a commissioner in Shelby. 
He had summoned Biggerstaff and his daughter to go to Charlotte; and they were on 
their way to that place, going across the country, about ten or twelve miles north of 
Shelby. 

Question}. On their way to the nearest United States commissioner, as was supposed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Mr. Hester, finding there was a United States commissioner at 
Shelby, stopped there and left the prisoners there ; but Mr. Biggerstaff did not know of 
that and was still on his way to Charlotte, going across to the Cherryville depot. 

Question. Had Mr. Biggerstaff passed Shelby? 

Answer. He did not come by Shelby. He was going across north of Shelby. 
Question. Was he not to the west of iShelby when attacked? 
Answer. He was rather northwest. 
Question. He had not got so far as Shelby? 

Answer. He was not coming to Shelby ; ho was going to Cherryville, the nearest 
depot, in order to proceed to Charlotte. 

22 NO 
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Question. Were the men who attacked him disguised ? 
An8wei\ 1 do not know. 

Question. Is there any doubt entertained in that community that the men were dis- 
guised ? 

Answer. I think he says that they were not in disguise, and that he knew them. 

Question. He was attacked by a body of men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He then returned ? 

Ans%ver. Yes, sir ; I am informed that they went back the next day. 

Question, What was the action of the commissioner in Shelby on the cases of those 



shal, before he knew anything of attack on Biggerstaff, stated to Mr. Moore, the 
commissioner, that he would go to Cherryville ; that Biggerstaff would be there, and 
he would send him to Shelby. He went there ; but Mr. Biggerstaff did not get there, 
as a matter of course. He was attacked and went back ; so he stated. Mr. Moore, the 
United States commissioner, when he heard that Mr. Biggerstaff had gone back, sent 
his subpoena to Rutherfordtou for him. Mr. -Biggerstaff failed to come. Then the com- 
missioner sent an officer with a capias to bring him there. The man deputed for that 
purpose, when he got to Rutherfordton, thought that Mr. Biggerstaff was unable to 
come, or Biggerstaff claimed that he was unable to come ; and they got the certificate 
of two respectable physicians that in their opinion he was not able to come. 
Question. Why? 

Anstver. On account of the injuries received from those men. Mrs. Norville, his 
daughtei:, refused to come. She said it would be dangerous for her to come to Cleve- 
land. That was the excuse she gave. Mr. Moore then, as a matter of course, could 
not do anything except to discharge the prisoners, or continue the case, which he did. 

Question. To what time ? , 

Ansicer. To the 24th of July, just before the Marion court. We thought the case 
would he tried in Marion, which is only twenty-five miles from the homes of these 
parties. 

Question. The United States court mot in the mean time in Raleigh ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; two hundred and fifty miles away. * 
Question. And there those prisoners were indicted ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. That, as a matter of course, took the case out of Mr. Moore's hands. 
Mr. Moore, I think, did all that an officer could with propriety do. He is an honorable, 
high-minded, educated man. He is withal a republican, if he is anything. He has 
not voted, so far as I know, since the war, except once. 

Question. How many times has a United States court been held at Marion ? 

Answer. Judge Brooks has been holding his court in the west— sometimes at Morgan- 
ton, sometimes at Marion, sometimes at Asheville. 

Question. Was ii court ever held at Marion ? 

Ansiver. I really do not know whether one was ever held there or not. Last year the 
court was held at Morganton and the year before at Asheville. 

Question. Did you hear anything said about a designed attack on Mr. Biggerstaff 
before it occurred ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never thought of such a thing. 

Question. Did you hear of any designed attack on Mr. Justice or Mr. Biggerstaff, in 
Rutherfordton, before it occurred ? 

Answer. No, sir. If I had I would have stopped it, or tried to do so. Mr. Justice has 
been rather a personal friend of mine ; and I would certainly have stopped anything 
of that kind upon him or anybody else, if I could have done it. 

Question. Did you hear of a designed attack upon any parties before it occurred T 

Answer. No, sir ; I never have known an instance of any such thing. 

Question. Do you recollect whether any of the parties in this Biggerstaff matter con- 
fessed at Raleigh in regard to being njuembers of this organization i 

Answer. I heard there was a man by the name of Downey who was taken there as a 
witness and went before the grand jury. 

Question. Did he confess that he was a member of this order ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Do you recollect whether he said anything at Raleigh about the attack on 
Mr. Biggerstaff— whether he gave evidence as to it ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; I think he was taken there as a witness in regard to the attack on 
Mr. Justice ; I never heard of anything else. 

Question, Have you had any Loyal Leagues in Rutherford County within the last 
twelve mouths I 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Have there been any in the county of Cleveland ? 
Ansiver. I do not know. 

Qu^tion. Have you heard of a Loyal League in Cleveland since 1868? 
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Anstcer, Those "svho have been members of the Loyal Leagnes are still there. 

Quesiio^ I mean have you heard of their holding any meetings of the Loyal League 
since tlie presidential election of 1868 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think there have been meetings since that. At least they were 
holding meetings which were said to be Loyal League meetings. There was a crowd 
of negroes who, since that, were gathering frequently about twelve miles north of 
Shelby, stopping men on the highway, &c. 

Question, Have you heard of anything of that kind since 1869 ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have heard of that since 1869. The negroes are meet- 
ing about. What they meet for I do not know. 1 do not know that they are meeting 
for the purpose of keeping up the Leagues. 

Question. Did you ever hear of any barn-burning before you heard of the opera- 
tions of these Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. I think I have. 

Question. Do you think the barn-burning conmaenced before the operations of the 
Ku-Klux — the whipping of negroes, & c. ? 

Ansiver, I think I have heard of it in different localities at different times. I think 
it has been going on in Orange. 

Que^tio7i. You think there were bam-burnings in Orange before there were negroes 
whipped by the Ku-IQux ? 

Answer. That is mj[ understanding. 

Question. You have got that understanding generally from the newspapers ? 
Ansice)\ Yes, sir; and from conversations with gentlemen from that part of the 
State. 

Question. You mean to say that your understanding is that the barn-burnings of 
which men complain occurred before there had been outrages committed upon negroes 
in the respective localities by disguised men ? 

Anstvei\ In some cases I am sure that was so. According to my understanding I am 
certain it was so, particularly in the county of Orange. I think this thing commenced 
in the county of Orange soon after the adjournment of the legislature in 1868. In the 
county of Gaston there were barns burned before I ever heard of any outrages there — 
numbers of them. I do not know which occurred first, but I heard of the burning of 
barns before I heard anything about the outrages. 

Question. You did not understand, then, that the barn-burning was a species of retali- 
. ation by the negroes because they had been taken from their houses and whipped by 
men in disguise, and that they suspected the 'men whose bams they burned ? 

Answer. I understand precisely the reverse — that the whippings were for the pur- 
pose of suppressing such conduct on the part of the negroes. 

Question. Did you hear how many men were banded together in the county of Robe- 
son committing those outrages f 

Ansiver. No, sir; I don't Imow how many there were. 

Question. Did you ever hear that they were estimated as high as sixty ? 

Answei'- Xo, sir ; not Lowry's gang. 

Question. How high did you ever hear Lowry's gang estimated ? 

Answer. I really cannot tell, but not as high as sixty. I do not think it is considered 
that his gang is that large. 

Question. Did you ever hear it stated that he had not more than seven men ? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard that statement. He has more than that I think. 

Question. Would you suppose from the reports you have heard in regard to it that 
the gang would number as many as thirty ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. I expect from what I have heard that it is somewhere 
from twenty to thirty. 

Question, You have not heard that the men who constitute Lowry^s gang are all of 
them men who have been convicted of crime and outlawed ? 

Answer. Some of them have, I think. I believe I have heard that. 

Question. You learn of this matter from newspapers and common report? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and from conversations with gentlemeil front that part of the 
State. 

Question. Have you not seen two proclamations of governors of North Carolina out- 
lawing those men ? 
Answer. I think a proclamation has been issued by one governor at least. 
* Question. Do you know Mr. Giles Leitch, of Robeson County f 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of good character? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. You would not hesitate to believe any statement of his on oath in regard 
to that matter I • 
Answer. No, sir; I would not. 

Question. When you said that Xhe sheriff of that county had made no effort to arrest 
those men because he was afraid of them, were you speaking simply from rumor f 
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Amxcer. Yes, sir ; that is the general ruraor — that he is either afraid of them or in ' 
complicity with them. For instance, I have heard that he will go out and snmmon a 
posse of men, will ride about and send his men before him, telling them t "search a 
particular piece of woods or a certain house. The general opinion is that he. is either 
in complicity with the parties or afraid of them. 

Qumtion, Do you knoW that the sheriff of that county is a democrat ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know who the present sheriff is. 

Question. Do you know that he has called out, on some occasions, one hundred citizens 
of the county, and has made requisition on the g'overnor for arms ? 

Answer. I saw that mentioned very recently ; after those last murders upon the 
Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad. 

Question. You spoke of a riot in your town in 1868, in which some negroes were set 
upon for being democrats ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir } that is what they said. 

Question. Were those neo^roes hurt ? 

Answer. One or two of them were. x 
Question. To what extent were they injured? 

Ansicer. One was struck on the forehead, I think, with a brickbat, and his head was 
cut considerably. I think another had his arm cut. It was not a very serious matter. 
Question. They were not hurt very seriously ? * 
Answer. No, sir. ' ^ 

Question. Were any other negroes hurt ? 
Answer. I did not hear of any. 

Question . Did you hear of any white man being hurt ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think there was any white man hurt. a 

Question. How many negroes were engaged in that affair? 

Answer. From what I understood, I suppose there vrere a hundred or two on one side 
who were excited about ; I do not know how many were throwing rocks, brickbats, 
&c. I think there were three or four, if I am not mistaken, on the other side. 

Question. You think there were three or four on one side, and a hundred or two on 
the other? \ 

Atiswe)\ Yes, sir, something like that. There had been four hundred or five hundred 
negroes in town during the day. This affair occurred about three o'clock. I came in 
. town at 4 or 5 o'clock, and there was then a good deal of excitement about it. 

Question. And although there were a hundred or two on one side and only four or 
five on the other, the injury inflicted amounted to but very little ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You would not call that a bloody and murderous riot ? 
Answer. No, sir; I did not call it that; I said it was a riot in which there was blood- 
shed. 

Question. You did not mean that it was a very serious riot ? 

Answer. 1 said in the outset that it was not, and I say now that it was not ; but it 
might have been, under the circumstances, because the white men were becoming ex- 
cited, and if the negroes had gone much further it would have been a serious matter. 

Question. The white men made a display ? , 

Answer. They were preparing for the thing. They made no display on the street, 
but they were considerably excited when I got into town. A good many of the negroes 
were drunk, and they had been listening to some exciting speeches on that day. feome 
gentlessaen told me that Mr. Justice had been talking to them in an exciting manner. 

Question. Were you a member of the legislature when those railroad appropriations 
were passed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

^«€8<io». Did you vote for them? 
Answer. I voted for some of them. 
Question. Did you vote for the great body of them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not for the great body of them. I voted for the appropriation to 
the western divisic^ of the Western and North Carolina Railroad. 
Question. How many million dollars were appropriated to that road ? 
Answer. About $7,000,000. 
Question. What other did you vote for? 

Amwer. For the appropriation to the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford road. 
Question. How much was appropriated to that road ? 
Ansiver. I think about $3,000,000. 
Question. What others did you vote for ? 

Answer. I do not think I voted for any others. I may have voted for a little road 
down in the eastern part of the State, of which General Stubbs was president, and the 
appropriation for which was some $300,000. 

Question. Have not the charges of fraud and corruption about railroad bonds been 
connected principally with the bonds of the Western road and the Wilmington, Char- 
lotte and Rutherford road, for both of which you vofed ? 
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Answer. I do not know, sir. They have been connected with all the railroads, I 
believe. 

Question, Have not those charges been connected principally with the $7,000,000 
granted to the western division of the Western and North Carolina Railroad ? 

An8W€7\ That is one of the roads in regard to which fraud has been charged j and also the 
Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford road ; but I think they have turned in a good 
many of the bonds under a late act. Then there was the road from Fayetteville west. 
I think that has been a complete swindle. 

Question. How much was appropriated to that road ? , 

Amiver. I think it was two or three million dollars. 

Question. You voted for that appropriation ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not. 

Question. The operations of Mr. Swepsou were upon the Western road t 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he and Littlefield were connected with that concern. 
Question. That was. the largest appropriation made? 
An8ive)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Had there not been ai)propriations made to that Western railroad before 
the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there had been appropriations in some form, but I forget now in . 
what form. 

Question. Do you recollect that there was an appropriation of $4,000,000 made in 
1868? 

Anstcer. I do not recollect that. I know, however, that the legislature had made 
appropriatiqfts. 

Question. Jjo you recollect that it was provided in those old appropriations that the 
bonds should be issued only as the work progressed ? 

Answer. I think there was such a provision. That is my understanding. It was so 
in the case of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford road, to which the State 
granted some aid. 

Question. Do you recollect that in this appropriation of $7,000,000 for which you 
' voted, there was no such restriction ? 
Anstcer. I do not think there was. 

Question. It was the absence of that restriction that enabled Mr. Swepson, the then 
president of the road, to demand the issue of th^ bonds at once ? 
Answer-. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that the reason he had it in his power to commit the fraud and pecu- 
lation that occurred afterward ? 
Answer I do not know. I do not know why he had it in his power. 
Question. Did not that give him power ? 

Answer. That was one thing that gave him the power. Another thing was, I think, 
that Governor Holden, and a part of the legislature, were in complicity with Swepson 
and Littlefield, in their railroad ring. 

Question. Could the fraud ]iave been consummated if the old restriction had been 
retained ? 

Answer. That is what I tried to do, but could not. 

Question. You voted for the bill without any such restriction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I did it under protest. As it was a Western measure, I thought 
it ought to be carried through ] but I feared at the time that there was a swindle. 

Question. What is the numerical strength of the colored and the white voters' in 
the county of Cleveland ? 

Answer. I think the white vote is about fifteen hundred, and the colored vote four 
hundred and fifty. Those were the numbers some time ago, in 1868, when the regis- 
tration was taken, if I am not mistaken. 

Question. The white men predominate over the colored people as"4 to 1? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; 3^ or 4 to 1. 

Question. Is the proportion the same in the county of Rutherford ? 
Answer, No, sir ; there are more negroes in Rutherford than in Cleveland. 
Question. Is the i)roportion any greater ? . 
Answer. I think it is a little greater. 

Question. Do you know the assessed valuation of all the property in North Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; according to the auditor's report to the legislature last winter 
• about $97,000,000 was the valuation of property, real and personal. 

Question. Does that embrace the whole property of the State? 

Anstcer* I think it does. That is my understanding. 

Question. You think the State tax on that is about 52 cents on the $100 ? 
. Anstcer. That is what I am informed by 'Colonel McAfee. I have not read the 
revenue bill. t • 

Question. You say that the rate of taxation for State purposes is now 52 cents on each 
$100 of the valuation ? * • • : ' ^ ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir, that is what Qolonel McAfee informed me. I suppose it is the fact. 
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Question. Do I understand you to say that it took $750,000 to pay the current expense! 
of the State government for one year ? 

Answer, From July 4, 1868, to July 4, 1869, the current expenses of the State Tvere^ 
I understand, $750,000. 

Questian. For the operations of the State government ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. That did not embrace the school tax ? 

Answer, I am not prepared to say whether it did or did not. 

Question, Before the war was there any taxation levied by the State government 
upon property in the State for school purposes ? 

Answer. I do not know whether there was before th6 war or not. There certainly 
was a tax in the counties. I know there was a school fund ; but I do not know whether 
any part of the State taxes went to it. I know that the proceeds of some public lands, 
and of some stocks in raikoads, in the State Bank, &c., were applied to school purposes. 

Question, You state that the salaries of public officers have been increased in your 
State. Which of the officers have had their salaries increased? 

Answer, The governor's salary has been' increased. 

Question. From what amount to what amount ? 

Answer, When the war commenced the governor's salary was, I think, $2,000. I 
understand that his salary and house rent are now about $5,000. The judges' salaries 
have been increased by the addition of about $1,000. 

Question. W^hat judges ? 

Answer. The supreme court judges. 

Question. Their salaries have been increased from what to what ? 

Answer. From $1,950 to $2,500 or $3,000, 1 forget which. I believe all the judges 
received $1,950 before the war. 

Question. Do the circuit judges receive more than $1,950 now ? 

Answer. Their salaries are fixed, I believe, at $2,500. 

Question. And those of the supreme court judges at $3,000 ? 

Answer, That is my understanding of their present salaries. 

Question, Do you think the present salaries of the judges are too high ? 

Answer. I think this : that if $1,950 was* a sufficient salary before the war, it certainly 
ought to be now when our judges are not half so good in their intellectual and legal 
attainments, and particularljs too, when the number of judges has been so much 
increased. I do think, under the circfimstances, our people being broken down pecu- 
niarily, two- thirds of their property being swept away, the present salaries of the 
judges are exorbitant. 

Question, What was the date of the statute that was brought to Judge Logan's atten- 
tion in the case of Mr. Schenck ? 

Answer. It w^is passed at the last session of our legislature ; I do not recollect the 
date of the act. 

Question. Do you know whether that statute was passed for the purpose of giving 
members of the bar an opportunity of abusing the judges as much as they pleased ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have no idea that it was passed for any such purpose. It was 
passed, I think, to meet just such emergencies, as it did meet in that case. The circum- 
stances that led to its passage were these : The editor of the Tarborough Southerner had 
assailed, I believe, the private character of Judge E. W. Jones of that circuit, and had 
been disbarred ; the supreme court had restored him. There had also been some diffi- 
culty about cases of contempt before the supreme court. They had ruled a large num- 
ber of attorneys in contempt for some publication protesting against members of the 
supreme court engaging actively in politics. 

Question. There is now a free license to members of the bar of that State to abuse the 
judiciary, provided it is not done in court, in the presence of the judge ? 

Answer. That has always been so, there and everywhere else, so far as I have known. 

Question. That a member of the bar, practicing in a court, may say or publish out of 
court whatever he pleases of the judge and not be liable for contempt ? 

Answer. That is so ; and I think it ought to be. I think it is so everywhere. 

Question. Have you ever asked for the removal of your disabilities? 

Answer. I am not under disabilities. 

Question. I understood you to say that Governor Caldwell had respited one of the 
negroes implicated in the rape of the girl fourteen years old ? • 
Answer. That was what the newspapers said. I suppose it is true. 
Question. How' long ago was that? 

Answer. Not more than a month ago. It created a good deal of indignation in the 
community. 

• Question, Are Mr. Harrill and Mr. Wells men who have heretofore sustained a fair 
character in the county of Rutherford ? 
Answer. I know very little about either of then;. 
Question, Is not Mr. Harrill a relative of yours ? 

AnsvDer,' He is about a third cousiu. I understand that a gentleman who went down 
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to Eutherfordi on and came back the mght before I left home, stated that Mr. Carpenter, 
who was the proprietor of tlie paper there, and whose press was torn out, had said to 
liim that he would not believe any of these parties on oath. He said they were good 
witnesses to convict Ku-Kluxes; but, notwithstanding, he would not believe any of 
them on oath ; and he intimated, as I understand, that they had been scared to state 
what they have. I believe some of them have gone up there and sworn that they 
belonged to an organization, the purpose of which is to break up the Government— in 
other words, to commit treason. I think they are just such ignorant men as would 
swear almost anything if they got scared. 

Question. How many of them do you understand have made these confessions ? 

Answer, I had heard when I left home of about forty. There may be more. I under- 
stand that this young man Harrill went up and implicated a Mr. De Priest as being at 
the head of an organization. 

Question. As chief? , 

Anstver, Yes, sir j and Do Priest afterward went up and said that he was, and gave 
the names of those who were with him. 

Question. De Priest gave in his confession f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard so. 

Question. Do you know De Priest ? z 
Answei: I know him when I see him. 
Question. Do you know his character ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I do. I understand liiat he is a man who drinks a good 
deal. 

Question. Is he a one-legged confederate soldier ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was it that told you that Mr. Carpenter made those remarks in regard 
to witnesses ? 

Anstver. Doctor L. M. Durham, of my town — a cousin of mine. 
Question. Is Dr. Durham a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. I think he was. 

Question. Did not Mr. Carpenter say that he would not believe any member of the 
Invisible Empire on oath ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; that is not what he said. 
Question. That is not what you understood him to have said ? 

Answer. I know it is not wha4} he said ; I know I understood it right. He said ho 
would not believe upon oath any of these parties that had gone and confessed. In 
other words he thought, I believe, that they were scared almost to death. 

Question. You do not know what Carpenter said ; you only know what Dr. Durham 
told you ? 

Answer. Certainly. 4 

Question. Who told you what the deputy marshal at Eutherfordton had said about 
men's houses being burned ? 

Answer. What you are referring to, I suppose, is this : it is stated that A. J. Scoggins, 
a deputy marshal, or revenue officer of Eutherfordton County, had stated that parties 
who went on the bonds of those men who had been arrested would be in danger of hav- 
ing their property destroyed. 

Question. And the lawyers who defended them ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir, that has been thrown out. I do not know that he said that ; but 
it has been rumored for some time. 

Question. Who carried that rumor about at Shelby T 

Answer. I heard that in Eutherfordton. 

Question, At what time ? 

Answer. About three or four weeks ago. 

Question. Were you there defending these parties 1 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I went up to defend some of them. 

Question. From whom did you hear that the deputy marshal said that ? 

Answer. I heard it talked by several, (I do not know that I can tell exactly who,) 
that they had heard so. It was talked very publicly and generally, that he had made 
such declarations. I do not know, however, that I heard any man say that he hod 
heard him say it ; but that was the general report. I have no doubt that such was 
the fact. There is a gentleman in my town, a republican, who had a nephew among 
the squad of men who were taken to Ealeigh ; and he went down to sign the bond for 
his appearance. He is the postmaster of our town— Mr. Green. He says that he has 
been reported to the Post Office Department, or that Mr. Fry, a»post office agent, has 
written to him in regard to the matter. He says he has been reported officially for his 
connection with the matter. He told me that a day or two before I left home ; that 
it was considered evidence of disloyalty for a man to sign a bond of any one accused 
of anything of this kind. That is the impression they are attempting to produce. 

Question. Were any parties arrested for offenses of this Mnd until the United States 
Government recently took hold of the matter ? ■ 
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Answer, Yes, sir. I told you a while ago that there were several parties indicted. 
QufMion, In your connty ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Queetion, Did persons sign their bonds ? 
Ai^swer. Yes, sir. 

Queetion, Was anything of the sort said in regard to them ? 

Answer. I never heard of such a thing until quite recently. I think it is the general 
impression up there that it is anti-republican to sign a bond for a man accused in mis 
way. 

Question. You went down to Raleigh as counsel for these parties indicted there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qu^tion. And you carried with you, from many men in your section of the country, 
authority to sign for them the bonds of these prisoners ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. To what extent ? 

Answer. The parties justified, I think, before our clerk or commissioner, in the sum 
of about S45,000 or $50,000. 

Question. Were they some of the leading men in that community ? 
Answer. Some of them were. 

Question. Were the parties who were arrested and carried to Raleigh residents of the 
county^of Rutherford ? 

Answer, Some of them were; all but two, I believe, who were residents of Cleveland. 

Question. Whai was the character of those two men from the county of Cleveland ? 
Were they men of substance I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some little. 

Question. Were they men of good character? 

Answer. Yes, sir. One was a young man, unmarried. The other was married. I do 
not know what he is worth.; probably a few thousand dollars. He is a poor farmer. 
Question, How many men were carried down to Raleigh? 
Answer. I think twenty-nine. 

Question. Twenty-seven of them were from Rutherford County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the way I understood it. I think there were but two from 
Cleveland. 

Question. What was the bail required for each one ? 
Answer. Two thousand dollars. 

Question, That would have amounted to the neighborhood of $60,000. 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You had the authority to go bail to the extent of about $45,000. 
A^nswei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that authority given before these parties were indicted and in antici- 
pation of their being indicted and held to bail ? 

Answer. Nobody knew at the time what was done, whether they had been indicted or 
were going to be. 

Question. You were authorized to go their bail in case they were indicted and held to 
bail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Were those twenty-seven Ruthferford men generally known in the county 
of Cleveland? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a good many of them were ; some of them were among the best citi- 
zens of Rutherford County ; respectable men. In fact, all of them, I tMuk, were re- 
spectable men. A good many of them trade at our town. There were some boys 
among them who were not well known in our county ; but a portion of them were 
very good, old, quiet citizens. 

Question. Was the authority given you to sign their bail to the effect that you could 
sign to the amount of $2,000 for each, or was it given for any particular individuals by 
name, or was it for any and all of the parties ? 

Answer. It was left to my discretion. 

Question. To do as you pleased ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. . 

Question. Was that $45,000 bail raised in the county of Cleveland ? 

Answer. I believe it was. All the men, so far as I recollect, resided iu Cleveland. 

Question. How many were embraced in the number who made up thaS $45,000 ? 

Answer. I think there were eight or ten. 

Question. Were they democrats ? 

Answer. No, sir, not all. 

Question. Which of them was not ? 

Answer. Mr. Green, the mau I have just been speaking of— the postmaster — was not 
a democrat. 

Question. Were any of them members of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. All of them I 

Answerr'NOj sir; I do not know how many of them; but I know that all of them 
were not. 

Question, Do you know that any one of them was not a member of the Invisible 
Empire except Mr. Green f 
Answer, Yes, sir, I do know others besides him who were not members. 
Question. How could you tell that a man was not a member? 

Answer. They all lived in the town of Shelby ; and I had an idea about the matter. 
I know, for instance, that Mr. Gidney, an attorney, was not a member of the Invisible 
Empire. 

Question. How do you know that ? 

Answer. He had told me time and again that he never had joined any secret organiza- 
tion and never expected to. I know he is averse to all such things. 

Question. Do you think you know all the members of this order in Cleveland County? 
Answer. No, sir. I have no idea that I know half of them. 
Question. How do you find out whether a man is a member of the order ? 
Answer. I never try to find out. ^ 

Question, You cannot know a man is a member unless you find out in some way 1 

Answer. Frequently I am told so. But so far as regards signaling men, giving them 
signs, I never do it. I never put myself to any trouble about it. 

Questimi. Do you state it as your opinion that these outrages of which you have spo- 
ken as having been- committed by men in disguise, such as the whipping of colored 
men and others, were not in jnirsuance of the orders of camps of this organization ? 

Answer. I do not know of course what all the camps do ; but I have every reason to 
know that the best part of the population in all^that country is opposed to any such 
things ; and furthermore, I am satisfied that these whippings and scourgings that have 
taken place there have been done by irresponsible parties. 

Question. And not by order of any camp ? 

Answer. Not by order of any camp. I do not know of a case in which the thing has 
been done by the order of any camp. ' ' 

Question. Are committees appointed by these camps to take into consideration whether 
certain punishment shall be inflicted upon certain persons ? 

Answer. I never heard that. 

Question. You never heard anything of that kind? 

Answer. I do not know anything about it. I never saw any such committee ; and I 
do not know anything about that manner of proceeding." 

Question.^ You have never heard it intimated in any way that those operations were 
likely to influence the vote of the colored men, or to deter them from voting ? 

Answer. Never in my life; and I have no idea in the world that anybody else ever 
heard it. If they did, they heard it from irresponsible parties. 

Question. Do you think that three months ago an election could have been held in * 
your county just as freely as in any other county of the State ? 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. And people would have voted the republican ticket with as little apprehen- 
sion ? 

Answer. I have no doubt about it. I do not see why they should not. My opinion in 
regard to the whole matter is simply this : that these things have run into excesses and 
great excesses — there is no dqubt about that ; but in many cases they have been done 
by a class of men who believed that in no other way could they keep the negroes at a 
distance ; and in a majority of cases the parties punished have been negroes, because 
they are generally low-down people who will steal arid do almost anything that can be 
done in that Une ; and while, as I have already stated, acts of violence have been com- 
mitted upon the whites, both republicans and democrats, I know that where committed 
on whites, in a majority of cases they have been democrats, but because they are just 
such characters as the negro, except that their skin is white ; and the reason that there 
have been more instances of outrages upon negroes than upon whites is simply because 
there are more of the negroes in that* low condition than there are of the white 
men. 

Question. But there was a raid by disguised men into Eutherfordton when ISIr. Justice 
was taken from his bed in his night-clothes and carried out in the rain, struck a very 
severe blow upon the head, as he showed to the committee, and his life threatened; and 
on the same night the office of the Star, a republican newspaper published in that town, 
was attacked by this same band of disguised men, and almost entirely destroyed ; and, 
according to the testimony before the committee, inquiries were made for Judge Logan, 
and threats made in regard to him, the statement being that they wanted to get him 
and kill him as well as Mr. Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. That is all so, I suppose ; I know nothing to the contrary; but I say that in 
a majority of cases these things occur in the manner I state. 

Question. Do you know anything of men firdm South Carolina coming over and eiv 
gaging in these acts of violence? 
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Answer. After that outrage npon Mr. Justice I heard that a number of men had crossed 
Broad River, which is near the South Carolina line ; I heard that forty men had crossed 
at Island Ford on the Broad River, between Rutherford and Spartanburgh Counties. 

Question, Were they in disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know that it was staled they were in disguise. 

Question. Were they coming in the direction of Rutherfordton ? ^ 

Answer, I heard so ; that was the rumor through the country. 

Question, Have you heard of men from Rutherford County going into Cleveland? • 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of men from Cleveland County going into Rutherford? 
Answer, 1 have heard rumors of that kind; the Rutherford people say so ; that is all 
I know. 

Question, How many persons were present on the occasion of the first attack upon 
Mr. Biggerstaff? 

Answei\ I do not know. 

Question, Did you hear the number stated as hi^h as sixty ? 

Answer, I do not know ; I think Mr. Biggerstaff states the number at about forty. 
Question. Have you heard of any of these outrages being committed in the comity of 
Chatham ? 
Answer. I do not know that I have. 

Question. Is there any organization of the Invisible Empire in Chatham County ? 
Answei\ I do not know 

Question. Is there any in the county of Harnett? 
Answer, I do not know. 

Question. Is there any in the county of Moore ? 
Answer, I do not know. 

Question, Are those counties in Judge Buxton^s circuit ? 
Answer. Some of them are ; I do not know whether all are or not. 
Question. Are Moore and Harnett in his circuit ? 
Amwer. I believe so. 

Question. In Judge Buxton's circuit there could be no such reason as is charged to exist 
in Judge Logan's circuit for such outrages ? 
Answer. Do you mean so far as incompetency is concerned ? 
Question. Incompetency or corruption, or anything of the sort. 
Ansiver. Well, Judge Buxton is generally understood to be a good judge. 
Question. And a man of high character ? 
Answer. O, yes. 

Question. Did you ever hear a breath against his character in any way ? 
Answer, Never in my life. • 
Question. Neither as a man nor as a judge ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I nev6r have. 

Question, Then if such things have occurred m his circuit they could not have been 
on account of any action of his ? 

Answer, No, sir; I should suppose not; I never heard anything against him; I do 
aot go down to his circuit ; I have not been there since the war. 

Question, Have outrages of this kind occurred in Judge Henry's circuit ? 

Answer, I do not think they have occurred ovei: there ; I have not heard of any. 

^itestiow. Do you know Judge C. R. Thomas ? • 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a good lawyer ? 

Answer, He is said to be. 

Question. Is he said to be a man of more than ordinary ability? 
Answei\ He is a man of fair ability. 
Question, What is his^ age ? 

Answer, I do not know ; I should suppose from thirty-five to forty. 
Question, Is he a man of good character ? 

Answer, I think he is ; I have never heard anything to the contrary. 

Question, Did you ever hear anything against his character as a man or as a judge ? 

Answer, Not that I know of. 

Question, He rides the New Berne circuit ? 

Answer. He is a member of Congress now. 

Question. He did so until recently ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was on that circuit. 

Question. He has not been a member of Congress until the present Congress ? 
Answer. I believe not. 

Question, Have yon heard of outrages in the county of Lenoir, and other counties in 
his circuit ? 

Answer, Two or three years ago I did hear of some outrages down there. 
Question. Were they of a very atrocious character ? 

Answer. 1 really do not know ; I heard of some negroes being taken from the Kinston 
jail, I believe, and killed near the railroad bridge. 
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Question. There would be nothipg in the character of the judge of that circ lit to 
justify a resort to such proceediugs, would there I 
Ansicer, Not that I know of. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, Speaking of this Judge Thomas, I have seen in a newspaper a dispatch 
from Goldsborough in reference to a riot that occurred there j and it is stated that Judge 
Thomas was present. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw that dispatch in one of the papers. 

Question. Do you know anything about that riot ? 

Answer. Nothing except what I see in the dispatches. 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :) 
Question. You did not hear that Judge Thomas was engaged in the riot ? 
Answer. No, sir ; all I know about it is the statement I saw in the dispatches that he 
was present and did nut attempt to suppress the riot at all. 

By Mr. Buckley : 

Question. I understood you to say that the cause of this trouble, of which you have 
been speaking, was bad government ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. In what respect do you consider the government bad ; do you mean that 
there is a bad judiciary ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have just been stating that that is partly the reason. In addition 
to that I think that Governor Holden's action in respect to pardons has had a very in- 
jurious effect. And I have reliable informatiorf from South Carolina that Governor 
Scott is pardoning out negroes as fast as they are put in the penitentiary. Governor 
Holdeu has certainly pardoned a very large number. As I stated a while ago, two 
negroes who passed through the town of Shelby, under sentence to the penitentiary, 
came back in a few days, having neve r been inside of the penitentiary, and boasted of 
the fact that Governor Holden was their friend, and that the negroes need not be 
afraid. 

Question, What effect would it have upon the government of any community or any 
State, to have disguised bands of men going about and committing such outrages as 
you have yourself detailed in regard to those five or six democrats f 

Answer. A very bad effect. 

Question, What necessity was there for those men adopting that mode of punish- 
ment ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any necessity for adopting that mode j I do not 
justify it at all. 

Question. Those cases could have been reached in a different method — ^by a regular 
legal proceeding ? 
Answer. They might have been. 

Question. And Judge Logan would not be troubled with any political bias in favor of 
the criminals where they were democrats? 

Answer. Certainly not. I will make one statement in% regard to a great many of 
these outrages. I firmly believe that if the proceedings of these Leagues and their 
leaders, those organizations being generally composed of negroes and white men of 
very disreputable character, had been allowed to go on without some check by the 
courts or otherwise — if they had been permitted to continue to threaten and to attempt 
to deter and intimidate the people, I really do not know what would have been the 
condition of the Southern States to-day. 

Question. What is the present condition of the colored people in your State ; are they 
industrious? 

Answer. Some are and some are not j in some communities they are and in some 
communities they are not. In the town of Kutherfordton I think thej' are almost all 
vagabonds. 

Question. Are they more lawless than they were immediately after the surrender ? 
Answer. Yes, sir j I think they are, upon the whole. I think they are doing more 
stealing and things of that kind. They will steal. 

Question, You were living, of course, in the South before the war? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you own slaves ? 

Answer. No, «ir ; I was merely a boy ; I was not twenty. My father owned slaves. 

Question. Before the war, and during the war, there was generally a pleasant and 
kindly relation existing between master and slave ? 

Answer. Frequently so. There were some hard ntasters and some bad negroes ; in a 
majority of cases, 1 suppose, the relations between master and slave were p easant and 
kindly. 

Question, How was it immediately after the war ? 
Answer, The same way. 
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Question. How long did that state of affairs continue ? 

Answer, It continued until the passage of the reconstruction measures hy Congress, 
and until the negroes were made to believe that they had as much right to the lands 
of the country as anybody else. 

Question, As a general thing they had conMence in your people ? 

Answer, They had until northern men, and others who took part with them, came 
(down there and destroyed that confidence. 

Question, They had that confidence immediately after the war ? 

Answer. Certainly ; and a. great many of them staid with their old masters until the 
passage of the reconstruction measures of Congress. 

Question. And were obedient and measurably industrious ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a great many of them. 

Question. They have confidence in you now on matters of business ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I have frequently defended them without compensation. I have . 
defended, I was going to say, fifty of them, and have never received $5 for my ser- 
vices. 

Question. In all matters of business the kindly relation beiweeii the negroes and their 
former masters continues ? 

Answer, It has until lately ; but that confidence does not exist as it once did. Up to 
1866 or 1867, about the time of the establishment of the new State government, 'the 
negroes were just as happy and were getting along just as well as laborers could do. 

Question. But their confidence has been shaken by the cause to which you refer ? 

Answer. There is no doubt about that. 

Question. Do you think there is anything else that has tended to destroy the confi- 
dence which the negroes had in your counsels ? 
Ansice)\ Do you mean anything else than political influence ? 

Question. Anything else than the bad advice which you think had been given them 1 
Answer. I do not see that there is. 

Question. Do you think that the hostility on the part of the white people to the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage by the negroes has diminished the confidence which once 
existed, ^and tended to destroy the former kindly relation ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not think it has ; I do not think that one in a hundred of the 
negroes knew what the word " suffrage " meant when they first voted. They did not 
want the ballot ; they cared nothing about it. They had no idea of it. They were 
\ getting along peaceably and quietly. But as soon as the reconstruction measures were 
.passed by Congress the politicians got among them ; the Leagues were organized, the 
negroes were taken in, and a great many of them were made chiefs or presidents of 
the Leagues. In that way things were carried- high for a while. 

Question. I believe that, according to the census of 1860, you had iu the State of North 
Carolina a white population of 629,942, and a colored population of 361,522 ? 

Amwer. That is something about the proportion. 

Question. Is it not a little remarkable that any set of men going among you could 
succeed in turnings-one entire race of people against another, the latter being in the 
majority as two to one V 

Answer. I do not think it js at all remarkable ; I think it is all very natural. In the 
first place, the negroes were made to believe that the northern people had emancipated 
them ; they were told that from the stump. They were told that they were under no 
obligations to anybody except the northern people for their emancipation ; they believed 
that, and, believing that the northern people were their best friends, they were pre- 
pared to listen to anything any one of them would tell them. Men came down there 
who told them in public speeches that the southern people were not their friends. 
These carpet-baggers came there for that purpose alone. Of course a great mauy hon- 
est men went there for legitimate purposes, intending to make the South their perma- 
nent home. But some men came down there who, when they had not been in the 
country six months, and sometimes not three, were candidates before the negroes for 
some office. These men would go around speaking iu the Leagues, &c,, inflaming the 
minds of the negroes against the white people. 

Questioiu The colored people seemed to have confidence in them ? 

Answer. As a matter of course they did. 

Question. Do you not think there w^ere some issues growing out of the war which 
paved the way for that confidence and led the negroes to accept the advice w hich those 
men gave them ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; I think not. 

Question. In regard to the reconstruction measures of Congress, I think you used the 
expression that they were looked uj^on as unwarranted and oppressive ? 
Ansiver. .Yes, sir. 

QueMion. And that the intelligent people regarde<l them as hostile to them ? 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In what respect ? 

Ansicer. Well, in many respects. First add foremost, the reconstruction measures 
disfranchised a large number of the best men of the Southern country. 
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Question, Aside from the imposition of disabilities, how were the reconstruction 
measures so objectionable ? 

Answer, In the next place, the most ignorant and superstitious negro — a man who 
did not know the meaning of the word "suffrage'' or "vote," who did not know 
whether the ticket he voted was for Mr. A, or Mr. 13, for the constitution or against it — 
was allowed by those measures the privilege of holding the highest offices of trust and 
profit, while such men as Governor Graham, Governor Bragg, and other men in whom 
the whole people of North Carolina had confidence, were disfranchised. Of course the 
intelligent people of the South could not look upon such treatment as anything else 
than hostile to their best interests. ^ 

Question. Besides the disfranchising clauses, did the oppressiveness of the reconstruc- 
tion policy, in the estimation of the Southern people, grow out of the fact of universal 
suffrage ? Did they look upon universal suffrage as a part of the oppression, aside 
firom the imposition of disabilities? 

Ansicer, I speak of the two in connection. They thought that to disfranchise ten or 
fifteen thousand of the best men of North Carolina, (I speak now of North Carolina, 
though the same remark applies to the South generally,) they thought that to deprive 
the best men of North Carolina of the right to hold office, and to make eligible to the 
highest offices tjae colored boot-black, who did not know one letter of the alphabet 
from another, ana could not tell what he was voting for, indicated a spirit of hostility 
toward our people. 

Question, Did the intelligent people of your State feel that there was oppression 
growing out of the gi'ahting of suffrage to the negro ? 

Ansicei', Under the circumstances, they thought so as a matter of course. If general 
amnesty had been extended to the people along with universal suffrage, two years ago, 
there would have beeu perfect quiet in the South, if the State governments had been 
properly administered. 

Question. Do you think that now a general removal of political disabilities would 
have a quieting effect ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. You have no idea how wide is the operation of those political dis- 
abilites. Every man in the State has some relative, or some man whom he is accus- 
tomed to look up to as a leader or adviser, who is under disabilities and cannot hold 
office. Besides that, the disability extends to the influential men of neighborhoods — 
those who have been justices of the peace, &c. 

Question. How many people in North Carolina are disqualified by the third section of 
the fourteenth amendment ? 

Ansicer, It was estimated at the time it was adopted, that the number it affected was 
from ten to'fifteen thousand in our State. I cannot tell how many it now affects, for I 
do not know how many have had their disabilities removed. 

Question. Do you think that Lowry and his gang have any connection whatever with 
politics ? 

Answer. I have been informed that they are all on one side ; that they are all repub- 
licans ; but whether they do their acts as republicans, or whether republicans encour- 
age tljem, I have no knowledge except from rumor. 

Question. You do not think that Mie republican party can gain any advantage by 
taking their side ? 

Answer, No, sir. ^ 
By Mr. Blair: 

Question, You have said that there were some seven or eight of this Eobeson County 
band? 

Anstcer, I say not exceeding thirty, from what I have heard. 

Question, Is it not understood that a large portion of the colored men of that county, 
numberiug several hundred, are in sympathy with that band ? 

Answer, I do not know how many hundred ; but it is rumored, and generally sup- 
posed, that a large number of people are in sympathy with them. 

Question, And aid them in evading and resisting the law ? 

Answer, Well, they do not attempt to capture them. It is believed (and it is a 
reasonable supposition) that if the people wbuld turn out and attempt to capture them, 
they could do so. 

By Mr^ Buckley : 

Question. But does not the reluctance to turn out and capture them arise from the 
fact that it is a very dangerous business to undertake to capture them ? 

Answet\ I do not know about that ; I do not know whether they have fired upon the 
sheriff and his posse or not. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, If it is considered a very dangerous business, would not the natural mode 
to capture them be to do as Governor Holden did in regard to the coimties of Alamance 
and Caswell, where it was not dangerous to capture anybody — where persons could bo 
arrested without a'posse of anything of that kmd? ^ If ^Governor Holden had declared 
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the connty of Robeson under martial law, and had sent his militia there, might they 
not have captured these resisters of the law ? 

Answer. Well, sir, it has been a matter of remark and wonder that Governor Holden 
should have inaugurated his military movement and sent troops to Alamance and 
Caswell, where the civil officers were never resisted in the execution of process, while 
he has never thought it proper to do anything of the kind with regard to the county 
of Robeson, but has allowed Lowry and his gang to murder people. 

Question, Does not that look very much as if he at least was in sympathy with their 
doings? 

Answer, It looks J:o me that way. As I stated a moment ago, the course of the gov- 
ernor in this matter has been a subject of wonder. 

Question. You have been asked in regard to the railroad bills which were passed and 
for which you voted — bills designed, I believe, to assist railroads intended to go through 
your own part of the country. The fraud in those cases, I suppose, was in not applying 
the bond^ to the construction of the roads ? 

Answer. That was the fraud. Those bills were passed at a time when everybody 
believed the pledges made by the republican party at the time the constitution was 
adopted, that no greater tax could be levied on the people than $2 on each $300 valua- 
tioij of property. As soon as the supreme court made the decision that J^is limit might 
be exceeded, then, as a matter of course, every one who voted for those bills saw the 
effect of what had been done. We voted for the bills upon that pledge, and the bonds 
were afterwards recalled so far as they could be. 

Question. If the money had been honestly applied to the construction of the roads, 
and if the State had retained its lien upon them for the credit extended, the operation 
would not have been so disastrous to the people of the State? 

Answer. Certainly not. 

Question. But the fact is, as I understand, (and I wish you to correct me if it is not 
so,) that scarcely any of the money derived from those bonds has been applied to the 
construction of the roads ? 

Answer. If any of it has been applied in that way, I do not know it. I thiak it has 
all been squandered. 

Question. The wHole of it, amounting to $15,000,000 or $16,000,000? 

Ansii^er. Yes, sir. I do not know how many of the outstanding bonds have been 
declared unconstitutional by the supreme court. 

Question. Were the roads compelled to* comply with certain restrictions before the 
bonds were issued to them ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. On the western division of the Western and North Carolina road 
the stock, I believe, amounted to $10,000,000, and 5 per cent, of the amount was 
required to be paid lq. But Mr. Swepson was the president, and as a matter of course 
he took the money out of one pocket and put it into |he other, and said that it had 
been paid in, when in truth it had never been. Upon the pretense that the required 
amount had been paid in, the company drew the bonds, when it was openly charged 
that Governor Holden (it was one of the charges against him when he was impeached ; 
I forget whether he was convicted upon it) knew at the time the bonds were issued 
that the money had not been paid in, and that the requirements of the act had not 
been complied with. I have no doubt, from all the circumstances, that Governor Holden 
knew all about it at the time, and that from the beginning Mr. Littlefield and Mr. 
Swepson did not intend to build the road. 

Question. You said that a certain petition to the legislature had been gotten up, 
requesting Judge Logan to resign his' office ; and the question was asked whether that 
step had been taken since his action in reference to the Ku-Klux. You stated that 
there were certain republicans who had signed that petition. Would they have been 
affected by his position on that question ? 

Answer. No, sir. One of the signers was Mr. Bynam, liie most prominent lawyer in 
Western North Carolina, and as able a man as we have in the State, so far as legal 
abilities are concerned.^ 

Question. Is he a vigorous prosecutor of the Kn-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; everything of that^ kind. He entered into the matter with all his 
heart. I have heard him time and again accuse Judge Logan of very bad things. Of 
course he has no objection to his action on the bench j but he considers him a corrupt- 
man in financial matters — in some things that have happened in the judge's own 
cottnty; 

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool ;) 

Question. You said that at the time these large railroad appropriations were made it 
was the understanding that the legislature could not levy taxation to exceed $2 on 
every $300 valuation of property ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was the understanding at that time. That was before the 
decision of the supreme court. Some of those appropriations were made at the sum- 
mer session of 18C8 ; others at the winter session of 1668~'69. In the summer of 1869, 
I believe, the supreme court made its decision ; and at the session of 1869-70 the bills 
repealing the appropriations, &c., were passed. ■ • • 
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Question, Yon said, I believe, that at the time these appropriations were made it was 
thought the legislature would not he able to exceed in taxation the rate of $2 on every 
$300 valuation of property I 

Answer, That was the understanding, as the constitution had been ratified under 
that view. 

Question, I understood you to say that but for that understandirfg those railroad 
appropriations would not have been passed ? 

Ansioer, I do not see how they could have been passed, because the special tax pro- 
vided in those bills for paying the interest on the bonds which the bills authorized to be 
issued ran the amount of tax beyond $2 on the $300 valuation. Therefore if that had 
not been the understanding the legislature could not have passed the bills, because out- 
side of the current appropriations, outside of general State expenses, and outside of the 
interest on the old debt, those bills themselves ran up the amount to 66J- cents on each 
$300 valuation. 

Question, Was it your understanding that the legislature could or could not exceed 
the riite of $2 on every $300 of valuation 1 

Answer, That they could not. The bills were passed with that risk. The parties 
interested said that if those bills were passed they could build the roads ; and the 
bills were passed with that risk. 

Question. Then they were passed, and you voted for them, with the distinct under- 
standing that the taxation to meet the bonds and interest could not exceed $2 on every 
$300 valuation of property ? 

Answer, That had been pledged. 

Question, Would that rate of taxation have raised a sufficient amount to pay the 
interest on these last appropriations ? 

Anstce7\ I think it would ; I think, though, it ran up to about 66f cents on each $300 
valuation. 

Question, So that if the interest on these appropriations had been paid promptly 
there would have been no means to carry on the State government by taxation if the 
constitution had been held to mean what you understood it to mean ? 

Answer, No, sir. We risked that in voting for the bplls. We all voted for them with 
that understanding. The railroad presidents and their friends said they could take 
the bonds and bmld the roads, and inasmuch as it was the distinct understanding 
that no tax beyond $2 on every $300'valuation could be levied, the members were will- 
ing to pass them. 

Question. At the same time you understood that taxation to the extent of $2 on every 
$300 would be required for State purposes ? 
Ansicer, We did not know whether that would be required. 
Question. You knew that most of it would be ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question, And that there was no power under the constitution to pay those bonds ? 

Answer, I did not know how much would be paid. I thought we could not pay 
them all, because we had the ordinary expenses of the State to meet. 

Question, And it was with the distinct understanding that the legislature would not 
be able to tax the people to pay the interest that the appropriation^ were made ? 

Answer, No, not that the legislature would not be able to tax the people to pay the 
interest, because we did not know how much property the §tate would have or what 
would be its valuation. But we voted with the distinct understanding that in no case 
should the tax exceed $2 on every $300 valuation, let the property be much or little. 

Question, So that, your purpose was to issue the bonds whether there was any power 
under the constitution to raise the money to pay the interest or not ? 

Answer, We could not tell how that would be. 

Question, You were under the impression that the State would not be able to do so ? 
Answer, I was under that impression. 

Question, Was it exactly right to issue bonds when you knew, or believed yon knew, 
that the constitution prohibited the passage of the act necessary to pay the interest 
on them ? 

Answer^ Well, that is a matter of morals that I do not come here to discuss. It was 
the distinct understanding at the time the bonds were authorized, that under no cir- 
cumstances could we exceed $2 taxation on every $300 valuation of property. How 
much that rate of taxation would raise nobody knew ; but we all thought it would 
not raise enough to pay the interest on the old and the new debt, as well as meet the 
regular expenses of th© State government. 

Question, In point of fact, you would not have been able to pay any interest on the 
jonds at all at that rate of taxation ? 

Ansicer, Well, really I do not know. 

Question. Has there been any encouragement given by the democratic press of North 
Carohna to these outrages of which we have been speaking ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question, Is the Raleigh Sentinel the organ of the democratic party of North Caro- 
lina? 

''Ansufer, Yes, sir, it is considered to be the central organ. 
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Question. I have in my hand a copy of the Raleigh Sentinel of July 31, 1871, in which 
I find the following : 

"At Louisburg the negroes and white radicals sought a quarrel with a gentleman. 
The war-cry was raised, the negroes formed in the streets, and nothing but the forbear- 
ance of the whites prevented bloodshed. If we had space and time we would repub- 
lish the account of that negro riot. The white men determined that if one man had 
b3en killed they would have hung General Willie D. Jones and General Philemon J. 
Hawkins, who were leading the negroes, not in the riot but in the political meeting.'' 

Do you know General Willie D. Jones f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j he has been a member of the State legislature from time to time. 
Question. Was he a member of the State legislature before the war ? 
Answer, I really do not recollect about that. , 

Question, Has he not been several times a member of the State senate ? 
Answer. He has been twice since the war, within my knowledge. I think he was a 
member in 1866-'67, and also in 1868. 

Question. Do you know General Philemon J. Hawkins ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I know him. 
Question. Is he a man of character ? 
Answer. 1 think he is. 

Question. Is he a man of high family connections ? , 
Answer. So far as I know he is. 
Question. A brother of Dr. Hawkins ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if he is the senator from Franklin he is a brother of Dr. Hawkina 
Question, He was a State senator from Franklin County, in which Louisburg is situ 
ated? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. Woutd you consider such an article as that, appearing in a leading paper, 
as calculated to encourage these outrages ? 

Answer. I cannot see how it is calculated to encourage them at all. 

Question. Has there been any effort on the part of this same paper, being the organ 
of the democratic party of the State, to array one race against the other ? 

Answer. Not that I know of ; I have never heard of or seen such articles. 

Question. 1 have before me a copy of the Sentinel of July 28, 1871, in which I find 
the following : 

" So they go I Grant and his entire administration, at the tail end of whom is Holden, 
using the power of the Government to enter the campaign at the head of their negro 
hosts, to put down the white people of the State at the polls. What a spectacle I 
Grant and the administration, with United States troops, placed themselves at the 
head of Holden and ICirk's cutthroats and their negr(?^ hosts last August to put down 
the people at the polls. The result of that contest was the most astonishing triumph 
for the white people ever recorded. Who was scared then ? Who quailed ? The result 
of next Thursday's contest, we tell the people now, (as we told them the truth then,) 
will be an overwhelming radical defeat ; and Grant and his minions, white and black, 
will slink back to their holes in utter dismay. Up, white people of North Carolina, 
and meet the invaders of your rights — the plunderers of your property ! They fly the 
black flag ! Down with them and it, and vindicate your color, your honor, and your 
manhood! Down with them ! Let the war-cry be, ^Convention, and North Carolina 
for the white people of North Carolina !' Up, boys, and at them 

Do you consider that article as tending to array the citizens of North Carolina upon 
the line of color ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know about that. I think it is only a defensive nieasure, as 
I think it has been the policy of the republican party and its leaders from the begin- 
ning to array the negroes against the white people, not only politically but violently ; 
and if they compel us to fight on the question of color, it will have to be done. That 
i^ the way I look upon it. 

Question. Would you regard this as an appeal to the people founded upon the dis- 
tinction of color ? 

Answer. No, sir, I would not take it that way. I would regard it as an appeal to the 
white men to come forward to the rescue *of the State, inasmuch as the opposition 
were controlling the bladk:s. 

Question. Do you consider such an appeal to the people of North Carolina as entirely, 
justifiable under the circumstances? 

Answer. So long as the opposite party controls the black men by a mere machine, the 
Leagues, I would. 

Question. Have you heard of a League in North Carolina since 1868 ? 

Answer, As I stated a while ago, I do not know when they quit holding their meet- 
ings. They may be at it now for all I know. I know of some meetings of the negroes, 
but I do not know what they are doing. In fact I never knew anything about their 
League meetings except from hearsay. In regard to this question of color I wish to 
make a single statement. I have known of some instances in my own experience in 
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which the question of color has been directly raised. I recollect that this man, Mr. 
Justice, during my campaign for Congress in the seventh district, in the fall of 1868, 
when I was in Polk County, Colonel McAfee being there as district elector on the Sey- 
mour and Blair ticket • 

Question. You were a democratic candidate for Congress ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Colonel McAfee made the first speech, and Mr. Justice had asked 
permission to make a speech on the other side, inasmuch as neither Mr. Jones nor the 
republican candidate for elector was there. Justice made a speech. The negroes were, 
by members of the League, kept out in a grore at some distance off until Mr. McAfee 
concluded his speech. When Mr. Justice rose to speak the negroes were all brought 
into the court-house. I suppose there were one hundred ; I do not know how many 
there were ; but there was a large crowd. When Mr, Justice concluded, and I rose to 
speak, the negroes were all taken out again. That shows the manner in which the 
negro has been controlled in that country. 

Question. That was in the year 1868 ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What county ? 

Answer. In Polk County, at the court-house in Columbus. 

Question, What is the relative numerical strength of the colored and white voters in. 
that county ? 

Answer. I think there are about one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty col- 
ored voters. I suppose there were seventy-five or one hundred negroes there that,, 
day. 

Question. How many white voters are there in the county? 

Ansiver. I think some six or seven hundred — perhaps eight or nine hundred. 

Question. Did any of the white people leave when Mr. Justice commenced sj)eaklng? 

Ansiver. I did not see any white men leave. I understood it in this way : that the 
negroes were being entirely controlled through their superstition and their fears by 
the Leagues. At one time they were actually in terror, so far as regards voting any 
other way than the Leagues would dictate. They believed the Leagues had power to 
try, sentence, and punish them. They talked that way. They were afraid to do any- 
thing except what the Leagues told them to do. Now, in regard to one matter, about 
which I was asked a while ago, I did not finish my answer. I was asked as to the 
safety of republicans and the fairness of the canvass in the counties of Cleveland and 
Rutherford. I wish to say that there has not been a year since the war in which we 
have not had republican candidates canvass Cleveland and Eutherford as regularly as 
the democratic candidate ; and they have gone wherever they pleased. Last year a 
cry was raised that there was danger ; and Governor Holden sent a company of his 
armed militia up there, who surrounded the ballot-box on the day of the election, a 
dozen or two of them being stationed right around the polls. They arrested t\vo men 
there that day ; one was an old man sixty-five or seventy years of age, who was . 
going up quietly to vote. The lieutenant said he had cursed him outside, and he 
wanted him to understand distinctly that he could not do that. But, notwithstand- 
ing the fuss that was made about the county of Cleveland, there was not one = iota 
of foundation for the complaint that was made about the danger to republican can- 
didates in canvassing the county. 

Question. Notwithstanding the presence of the troops at the ballot-box, did not the 
colored vote fall off considerably in Cleveland County at the last election ? 

Answer. 1 do not recollect how that was. I know there were a large number there - 
that day* who voted. 

Question. Was not the democratic majority in the county increased ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was gceatly increased in Cleveland, while it was greatly de- 
creased in Rutherford. 

Question. To what extent was the conservative or democratic vote increased in the • 
county of Cleveland ? 

Answer. From about five hundred up to eight hundred and fifty. In Rutherford, 
where in 1868 we had over one thousand, it was reduced to two hundred and sixty 
at the last election. 

Question. Was not the increase of the democratic majority in Cleveland because of the * 
falling off of the republican vote ? 
Amwer. No, sir ; not at all. 

Question. Was there any increase of the democratic vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a large increase. 

Question. Notwithstanding the presence of the troops ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that fact increased the democratic vote, because the- 
people there are not very scarey ; they did not care anything about Kirk and his troops. 
If the troops had attempted to interfere with the liberty of the ballot that day, there 
would, perhaps, have been a difiiculty. 

Question. How many of the troops were there ? 

Ansiver. Thirty. They were told very distinctly when they came that we had nO 
objection to their coming there, but we were going to vote. 

23 N 0 
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Washington, D. C, September 23, 1871. 

WILLIAM L. SAUNDERS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer, At Chapel Hill, Orange County, North Carolina. 
Question. How long have you resided in that State ? 

Anstcer. That is my native State ; I have, however, lived out of it a few years. 
Question. What is your age ? 
Answer. I am thirty-six years of age. 
Question. What is your occupation ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I was a lawyer by profession ; hut I have not pursued the practice 
of law since the war. 

Question. Before proceeding with your examination in detail, I will inform you that 
it a|)pears in our proceedings that you were subpoenaed to appear before this commit- 
tee as a witness, and that at one time you were in attendance in this city. I will ask 
you what excuse you have to give for leaving this city without a];)pearing before the 
committee ? 

Answer. Well, sir, upon reflection, I concluded I would return home. I afterward 
received an excuse from the committee, excusing me from attendance. 
Question. You came to this city in obedience to a telegram ? 

Anstcer. I came here — I cannot say positively that I came here in obedience to a tele- 
gram. However, I would not have come hut for the telegram I received, though I 
had not made up my mind that I would appear before the committee when I came 
here. 

Question. Did you appear before this committee ? 
Answei\ No, sir, I did not. 

Question. Did you leave the city without reporting to the committee ? 
Anstver. I did. 

Question. What excuse have you for so doing ? 

Answer. I have stated that, upon reflection, I concluded to leave the city without 
reporting to the committee. 
Question. And you did so ? 
Answer. 1 did so. 

Question. And you are now here in obedience to a second suhpcena, sent after you had 
> disregarded the first f 
Answer. Well, yes, sir. 

Question. The purpose of this committee is to inquire in relation to the execution of 
the laws, and the security of life, person, and property in the late insurrectionary States. 
As bearing upon that question, we have been examining in regard to the existence of 
secret organizations in the State of North Carolina, particularly those which are alleged 
to have committed acts of violence. Have you been at any time, or are yon now, a 
member of any secret political organization of that character in the State of North 
Carolina? 

An8wei\ Well, sir, I decliue to say whether or not I have been a member of any of 
tTie so-called Ku-Klux organizations, on the ground that I am not obliged to testify in 
a case wherein I may criminate myself. I do this without intending any disrespect to 
the committee, but just simply upon the constitutional exemption. 

Question, Do you decline to answer the question on the ground that you cannot do so 
without criminating yourself ? 

Answer. I decline to answer the question on the ground that if I testify in this case 
it will furnish evidence which will make me amenable to the laws of North Carolina, 
as declared by the judges of the supreme court of North Carolina. 

Question. Have you been at any time, or are you now, a member of an organization 
known as the White Brotherhood? 

Answer. Well, sir, I conceive that that question comes in the same category. 

Question. Do you decline to answer that question ? 

Answer. I decliue to answer that question because, without meaning to say whether 
or not I am a member of that particular organizfition, that method of examination 
would lead to the particular organization of which I may be a member. It is getting 
at an affirmative fact by indirectness, which, I conceive, is covered by the constitu- 
tional provision. 

Question. Have you been at any time, or are you now, a member of the organization 
known as the Constitutional Union Guards ? 
Anstuer. To that I give the same answer. 

Question. Have you been at any time, or are you now, a member of the organization 
known as the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. I make the same answer as before. 

Question. Have you been at any time, or are you now, a member of any of the organ 
izations which are popularly known as Ku-Klux organizations ? 
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Answer, I make the same answer to all these questions. 

Question. Do you decline to answer any or all of these questions on the ground that 
you cannot do so without criminating yourself? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; without leading to that result. 

Question, I will read to you the act of Congress of 1862 on that subject, for the pur- 
pose of letting you know that that is not a valid excuse. I will first read the second 
section of the act of 1857, which is as follows : 

"Sec. 2. And he it further enactedj That no person examined and testifying before 
either House of Congress, or any committee of either House, shall be held to answer 
criminally in any court of justice, or subject to any penalty or forfeiture for any fact 
or act touching which he shall be required to testify before either House of Congress 
or any committee of either House as to which ho shall have testified, whether before 
or after the date of this act, and that no statement made or paper produced by any 
wituess before either House of Congress, or before any committee of either House, shall 
be competent testimony in any criminal proceeding against such witness in any court 
of justice; and no wituess shall hereafter bo allowed to refuse to testify to any fact 
or to produce any paper touching which he shall be examined by either House of Con- 
gress, or any committee of either House, for the reason that his testimony touching 
such fact or the production of such paper may tend .to disgrace him or otherwise 
render him infamous : Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to exempt 
any witness from prosecution and punishment for perjury committed by him in testi- 
fying as aforesaid." 

That is modified by the act of 1862, in this way : 

" That the provisions of the second section of the act entitled ' An act more efiectu- 
ally to enforce the attendance of witnesses on the summons of either House of Con- 
gress, and to compel them to ' discover testimony,^ approved January 24, 1857, be 
amended, altered, and repealed, so as to read as follows : That the testimony of a wit- 
ness examined and testifying before either House of Congress, or any committee of 
cither House of Congress, shall not be used as evidence in any criminal proceeding; 
against such witness in any court of justice: Provided, liowever^ That no official paper 
or record produced by such witness on such examination shall be held or taken to be 
included within the privilege of said evidence so to protect such wituess from any 
criminal proceeding as aforesaid ; and no .witness shall hereafter bo allowed to refuse 
to testify to any fact, or to produce any paper touching which he shall be examined by 
cither House of Congress or any committee of either House, for the reason that his 
• testimony touching such fact, or the production of such paper, may tend to disgrace 
him or otherwise render him infamous ; Provided, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to exempt any witness from prosecution and punishment for perjury committed 
by him in testifying as aforesaid." 

Now, in view of the law, as it has been read to you, and after having put to*you the 
questions which you have declined to answer, I will proceed now to ask you whether 
you have ever held, or now hold, any official position in any orgauization in the State 
of North Carolina popularly known as the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Do you know who are members of any such organization in the county 
of Orange, North Carolina ? . * 

Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Do you know who are the commamders, chiefs, or heads, by whatever 
names they may be known, of the different organizations of the Ku-Klux Klan, in the 
county of Orange, in North Carolina ? 

Answer. I decline to answer that question, for the reason I have assigned. 

Question, Had you at the time, or have you now, any knowledge of the persons who 
have committed the murders and inflicted the whippings that have .been charged 
against the Ku-Klux Klan, in the county of Orange, and in the State of North Caro- 
lina ? 

Answer, No, sir, not of my own personal knowledge, I have not. That question is 
not saved by the answers I have heretofore given. 

Question, Have you had any communication with persons who have stated to you 
their knowledge of such murders, or such whippings in the county of Orange, in the 
State of North Carolina, or in any other part of the State of North Carolina ? 

Answer, I have had only one such conversation. 

Question, With whom! 

Answer, That I decline to state. 

Question. Where did the person live with whom you had such conversation? 
Answer. I decline to state that also. 

Question, What position, if any, did he occupy in North Carolina ? 
Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Was he a member of the legislature of North Carolina f 

il/istcer. I decline to say that. , ' 
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Question, Was he a member of the bar? 
Answer. I decline to say. 



Answer, I tlecliue to say. 
Question, Do you decliiie to give any information which may lead to the identifica- 
tion of that person ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the sum and substance of it. 

Question. What was the offense which he communicated to you as having been com- 
mitted by the Ku-Klux Klau ? Was it murder f 

Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Was it whipping ? 

Answer, 1 decline to state. 
I Question. Did he state to you that he was a member of any of the so-called Ku-Klux 
organizations? 

Answe7\ I decline to state. 

Question. Do you know Henry Ivy, or Ivry, of Orange County, North Carolina ? 
Answer, I decline to state whether I ^o or not. 

Question. Do you know Abraham, or Abe Hedgepeth, of Orange County, North Caro- 
lina? 

Answer, I have no hesitation in saying whether I knew Ivy or not ; I knew no such 
man. 

Question Do you "knovi any man of the name of Henry Ivry ? 
Ansiver, No, sir ; I know of no name similar to that. 
Question, Do you know Abraham or Abe .Hedgepeth ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I know him. 

Question, Do you know whether he is or is not, or has he at any time told you 
whether he is or is not, a member of any Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question, Do you know James Copeland, of Orange County ? 
Ansiver, No, sir, I do not. 

Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a member of the Ku-Klux Klan, or one 
of the leaders of the Klan in that county ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Have you ever heard of Henry Ivy or Henry Ivry ? 
Answer, No, sir j I know no man of any such name. 
Question. Have you ever heard of James Copeland ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Yet you decline to answer whether he is or is not a member of the Klan ? 
, Answer. Yes, sir; because to do so would lead to an affirmative by a series of nega- 
tives. 

Question. Do you know William Andrews, of Orange County, North Carolina ? 

Ansic€i\ 'No, sir, I do not think I do. I know some people of the name of Andrews, 
but I do not remember any one of them named William. 

Question, Do you know whether William Andrews is a member or a chief of any Ku- 
Klux organization in that county ? 

Answer, 1 decline to answer. 

Question, Do you know Jesse Morrow ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; but I have heard that name. 

Question. Do you know of such a man living in Orange County ? 

Answer. I think there was a man there of that name. 

Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a member of a Ku-Klux organization, 
or whether he is or is not a chief in command of one of the divisions or klans in that 
county ? . 

Ansicer. I decline to answer. 

Question, Do you know Nat. Williams, of Orange County ? 

Answer, I think I do. 

Question. What is his occupation ? 

Answer, If he is the man I am thinking of he is a wheelwright. 
Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. I am not sure whether ho lives in Orange County or in Chatham County. 
Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a member of the Ku-Klux organiza- 
tion, and a chief of one of its divisions or Klans ? 
Answer, I decline to answer. 

Question. 1 believe you said you knew Abraham Hedgepeth? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What is his occupation ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I don't believe he has any. 

Question. Is he a wealthy man ? *v 

Ansicer, No, sir. He has been at farm-woik, I think. I see him when I go to Hills- 
boro', but he never seems to be doing anything. 
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Quesiion, Does he live in the town of Hillsboro' ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Live^ without work ? 

Answer, I do not know how much work ho does. I do noc often go to Hillsboro', but 
my impression is that he does not do a great deal of work. 
Question. You say that lie has no occupation ? 
Ansiver. Not that I know of. 
Question. Do you know Fletcher Freeland ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where does he reside ? , 
Answer. At Durham, a station on the North Carolina Railroad. 
Question. What is his occupation ? 
Anmccr. He is a merchant. . * 

Question. Is he or not a member of the Ku-Klux organization, and a leader of one of 
the klans in Orange County ? ^ 
Answer, I decline to answer. 
Question. Do you know Samuel Johnson ? 

Answa: I do not know any such man. Though my residence is in Orange County, I 
have not been in the county *a great deal. I have been there probably less than I have 
been at other points. I have gone there to reside only since the war. 

Question. Do you know William Minor If 

Ansiver, I have heard that name; I do not know the man. 

Question. Have you heard of him as a member of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Ansicei'. I decliue to say. 

Question. Do you know Taylor Sikes or Likes I 
Answer, No, sir. 

Qu€stion."Do you know Morris Ivy? 
Answer, No, sir, not that I know of. 
Question. Do you know Alpheus Pickard ? 
Amwer.. No, sir. 

Question, Do you know Calvin Snipes ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know Brack Quackenbush ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know those persons ? • 
Aimce7\ No, sir, I do not know any of them. 
Question. .Do you know Frank Clark, of Orange County ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know John Durham? 

Answer. I know some Durhams, but I do not know their Christian names. 
Question. Where do they live ? 

Amwer, I think some of them live at White Cross, about eight miles west of Chapel 

Question. Do you know whether any persons of the name o Durham are members ot 
the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Have you met any of them in the councils or camps of the Ku- Klux organ- 
ization ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 
Question. Do you know William Workman ? 

Answer. I knew one man in my life of the name of W^orkman; what his Christian 
name was I do not know. I have not heard of him for years. 
Question. Did he live in Orange County ? 

Answei: He did ; I do not know whether he is now living or not. 

Question. Do you know any Robinson I 

Answer. I knew one man of the name of Robinson. 

Question. Where does he reside ? 

Answer, The one I refer to lives on New Hope Creek, where the creek crosses the road 
from Hillsboro' to Chapel Hill. 

Question. I have asked you whether you knew Abraham Hedgepeth, and you say 
you do? % a 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you, as the chief of the organization of White Brotherhood for the 
State of North Carolina, ever issued to Abraham Hed^epeth, or given to him, any 
orders as a subordinate commander in that organization f 

Answer. I decline to answer any of those questions. 

Question. Are you, or are you not, the commander-in-chief of the organization of the 
White Brotherhood in the State of ^orth Carolina? 

Answer. I decline to answer all of those questions, for the reason I have hitherto 
assigned. 
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Question, Do you kuow whether F. N. Strudwick is a member of the organization in 
the 'State of North Carolina? 

Answer. I decline to answer that question. . 

Question. Were you the clerk of the senate of the North Carolina legislature duiiug 
its last session ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many members of that senate do you know to have been members of 
either branch of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Ansim\ I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Were yon informed by F. N. Strudwick, or by any other member of the 
North Carolina legislature, or by any member of the Ku-Klux organization, that he, 
F. N. Strudwick, was instructed to i)resent resolutions of impeachment in pursuance 
of any agreement among the members of the Ku-Klux orgauization ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Have you ever had any conversation ;^ith any one on that subject? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Was the subject ever discussed in any meeting of the Ku-Klux orgauiza- 
tion at which you were present ? 

Anstver. I will say this, that, so far as I remember, I cannot now recollect that I ever 
heard the suggestion before. 

Question, I will repeat the question, and I desire an answer to it. Was the subject 
ever discussed iu any meeting of the Ku-Klux organization at which you were present ? 

Ansivei', Well, sir, that forces me to decline to answer the question, for the same 
reason that I have hitherto declined to answer such questious. Put it in another shape, 
and I will have no hesitation in answering the question, but in that shape I decline to 
answer it. 

Question, Do you know William Andrews ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. . I stated just now that I knew some persons of the name of Andrew^ ; 
but I do not know that I know any one of the name of William Andrews. 

Question, Have you, as commander-in-chief of either the Constitutionc^l Union 
Guards, the White Brotherhood, or the Invisible Empire, issued orders, or given ver- 
bal directions, to William Andrews, as a subordinate commander in the Kn-Klus 
organization ? 

Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Do you know Washington Roberts I 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Do you kuow John McCauley ? 

Answer, There is a family of McCauleys in the couuty'; and it strikes me I have 
known a man named John McCauley, but I am nt)t sure. 

Question, Do you know him as a member of either of the branches of the Ku-Klux 
organization ? 

Answer, I decline to answer the question. 

Question. Do you know Knox W^ood ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Do you know A. P. Cates ? 

Answer. I kuow some persons of the name of Cates ; but I cannot recollect any of 
that name. 

Question. Did or do you know him, or any member of that family, as a.member of 
* the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 
Question. Do you know J. Cooley ? 
Answer. I think I do. 

Question. Where does he reside ? ' 

Answer'. At Hillsboro'. I know a young man of the name of Cooley, and I think 
his name is Jatnes ; I am not certain. If he is the one referred to, he is a telegraph 
operator at the depot. 

Que.stion. Is he a member of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

An8^cei\ I decline to answer. 

Question. Is there any other man of the name of Cooley than this one ? 
Answer, Not that I know of. The only man of the name of Cooley that I know is 
the telegraph operator at Hillsb^o\ 
Question, Do you know J. Carnnchael ? 

Ansiver. 1 know a man of the name of I do not know what his name is. He is 

an old man residing in Hillsboro' ; a tailor. 

Question, Is he a member of the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Ansiver, I decline to answer. 

Question. Do you know William Roberts ? 

Answei', No, sir. • 

Question, Do you know Dr. Holt ? 

Answer, I know Dr. E. M. Holt. 
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Question. AYhero docs he reside? 

Answer, In the iiortheaBtern part of the county. 

Question. Have you met bim as a member of the Ku-Klux organization, or of either 
of its branches ? . 
Answei: I decline to say. 

Question. Do you know whether he is a member of such an organization ? 
Answer. I decline to say. 

Question, \yhen did you first learn of the institution, in the State of North Carolina, 
of any branch of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Answer. I decline to say. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of when it was first instituted in that State, or 
by whom it was then instituted ? 
^Answer. I decline to say. 

Question. Have you been in communication with the commanders of the Ku-Klux 
organizations in other counties than Orange County ? 
Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Are there, in various counties of the State of North Carolina, organizations 
popularly known as Ku-lvlux organizations ? 
Answer. I decliue to say. 

Question. Is there a State organization controlling the subordinate organizations in 
the various counties ? 
Answer* I decline to answer that question. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of who are or who have been the officers of the 
supreme or grand council, or the governing power, whatever it may be called, of that 
organization in the State of North Carolina ? 

Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Is the purpose of that organization in North Carolina a political one ? 
. Ansicer, I decline to answer. 

Question. Are you a member of any organization which has for its object the over- 
throw of the reconstruction measures of Congress, or the nullification of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth articles of amendment to the Constitution of the United States ? 

Ansicer. I decliue to answer any question touching those things. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the extent of any organization of that charac- 
ter in the State of North Carolina? 

Answer. 1 decline to say whether I have or not. 

Question. Is it not within your knowledge that the murder of prominent republican 
politicians i-n the county of Orange has been decreed in the subordinate councils of the 
Ku-Klux organization, and that those decrees have been earned into effect ? 

Answei: I decline to state whether I have any knowledge or not in reference to that. 

Question. Is it not within your knowledge that the whipping of prominent repub- 
lican politicians in the county of Orange has been decreed in the subordinate organi- 
zations of the Ku-Klux Klan, and that those decrees have been carried into effect for 
the pur|3ose of intimidating them and preventing them from exercising fully their 
political rights ? 

Answer. I decline to answer any question touching that matter. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any organization in the State of North Caro- 
lina which has interfered with the rights of person or of property of citizens, in pursu- 
ance of the purposes and decrees of that organization ? 

Answer. I decline to answer. 

Question. Has the existence of such organizations been communicated to you by per- 
sons who are or have been members of such organizations I 
Answer, I decline to answer. 

Question.*^2i\Q you a knowledge of who are the leading members of what is popu- 
larly callefl.the Ku-Klux organization in the Stat© of North Carolina ? If you have, 
give us their names. 

Answer. I decline to say whether I have any such knowledge or not. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that you decline to answer any and all ques- 
tions that may be put to you touching the existence, extent, purposes, or members of 
what is popularly known as the Ku-Klux organization, or of any of its branches ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, that is my purpose. I decline to furnish any information whereby 
I can be affected criminally under the laws of North Carolina, as declared by the 
judges of our supreme court. 

Question. It is proper that I should state to you that I have put these questions to 
you in pursuance of my duty as chairman of this committee, and with the view of 
liaving them and your answers reported to Congress, for the purpose of having action 
taken in reference to your refusal to obey its authority. 

Ansicer. I understood that to be the purpose. I disclaim expressly any intention of 
disrespect to this committee, itfe authority or the authority of Congress. I desire to 
say that I prefer to rely upon the clause of the Constitution which, as I consider, 
exempts me from testifying in a matter of this sort, rather than upon the act of Con- 
gress which says it is my duty to testify. In my judgment there is a conflict between 
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the two, and I prefer to rely upon the constitutional provisica. I am. of course, will- 
ing for the matter to he decided hy the proper authorities. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I understand you to say tliat your refusal to answer is upon the ground 
that you do not wish to subject yourself to a crimiual prosecution f 
An8wei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And for that reason, aud that alone, you refuse to answer any of these ques- 
tions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I decline to answer any or all of them, either direct or indirect. 

Question, 1 understand the scope of the decision of the judges of your court is to the 
effect that a person who is a member, or who has ever been a member, of any of those 
organizations, is for that reason liable for any deed which may have been committed 
by the order, whether he was present and aiding in it or not ? 

Ansiver. That, I understand, is the language of his honor Chief Justice Pearson, 
that simple membership involves an entire responsibility, although the man did not 
participate in the act. 

Question. And had no knowledge of it ? 

Anstver. And had no knowledge of it in any shape or form, as I understand it. And 
I also understand that he is sustained in that by the associate judges ; that he bound 
over a Dr. Tarpley in the sum of $10,000 to answer a charge of murder, solely upon the 
ground that he was a member of one of those organizations, withont having partici- 
pated in any specific act. That is my understanding of the State law of North Car- 
olina, 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand you to say that it is in view of that decision that either m'em- 
bership of the organization, or knowledge" of its purposes or operations, renders you 
liable to criminal prosecution, you decline to answer the questions which have beeu 
put to you ? 

Answer. No, sir; I said that simple membership, without the knowledge of the com- 
mission of any act in any shape Or form, involved a man in responsibility. 
Question. Yon say that was the decision of Chief Justice Pearson f 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And it is in view of that decision that you decline to answer these ques- 
tions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it is in view of that decision that I decline to answer. But the 
decision does not go to the extent that a man must have knowledge of the act to be 
inculpated. ' ' 

Question. I will ask you another question. Are you aware that common repute has 
designated you as the commarder-in-chief in the State of North Carolina of the organ- 
ization known as the White Brotherhood ? 
\dn8icer. No, sir, I was not aware of that ; not of that organization. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that in public reputation, you have been narfted 
as the commander-in-chief of either, of tko branches of the Ku-Klux organization; 
the White Brotherhood, the Constitutional Union Guards, or the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. The one with which I have heard my name connected is what is called the 
Invisible Empire. 

Question. Yon have been aware of the fact that that position is attributed to you by 
the public in Nortli Carolina ? 
Ansiver. By a certain portion of the public, yes, sir. 

Question. Being aware of that fact, and being aware, moreover, of what I assume to 
be the fact, that public reputation charges that organization with many Criminal of- 
fenses, I will ask you this direct question : Are you now, or have you been at any time, 
the commander-in-chief of that organization in North Carolina? 

Atisim\ Well, sir, without admitting whether lam or not correctly charged, I decline 
to answer that question. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that the Invisible Empire is charged with the 
commission, through its subordinate authorities, of many violations of law, such as 
the murder or the whipping of individuals ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I cannot say that I am aware that it is charged with many. I 
think the recent outrages in Rutherford County have been attributed to what they call 
the Invisible Empire ; but my impression is that none others have beeu attributed to 
that organization ; that is my impression. 

Question. Is that because of the fact that the Invisible Empire is the most recent 
form that the Ku-Klux organization has taken, and that the others were the forms under 
which it previously existed f 

A nswer, Well, sir, you understand my purpose in declining to answer these questions. 
It seems to me, with all due respect, that this is just going back to the same point where 
we started. 

Question, I desire that a gentleman occupying the position you do in your State 
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shall not leave iis in ignorance of our purpose and desipjn, Tvliich is that yon shall have 
a knowledge of what is charged, and an opportunity, if you desire, to exculpate your- 
self under oath. 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I appreciate that. 

The Chairman. I have nothing further to ask. But in the presence of the witness 
I will state, that although the joint committee has just adjourned, still, as the momhers 
are in town, I think it advisable that in a case of this sort they should meet and adopt 
a resolution authorizing the report to Congress of the fact that this witness has refused 
to answer the questions of its committee. If it can be done, I shall be inclined to call 
the committee together for that purpose. I did not anticipate any such necessity when 
the committee adjourned. 

Mr. Blair. You cannot report this witness to Congress before the meeting of Con- 
gress, and there will iDrobably he a meeting of the committee before that time. 

The CiiAiRM^iN. I could not call a meeting of the committee for to-day, of course ; 
hut I can ascertain whether a quorum of the committee will remain in the city until 
" Monday. 

Mr. Blair. Even if you could get the committee together, I do not think you w;ould 
expedite the matter any. 

The CiiAiR^iAN. Perhaps not, further than to apprise the witi^ess of the determina- 
tion of the committee in the case. 

By Mr: Blair : 
Question, Wlien did you leave Ealeigh ? 
Answer. I left there last Tuesday morning. 
Question, Were those trials then progressing there ? 
Answei: Yes, sir; so I understood. 

Question. Have you been present at any of those proceedings ? 
Answer. No, sir, I have not. 

Question. How many parties have been arraigned there ; do you know? 

Answer. I understood there were several hundred witnesses and defendants in 
Raleigh. I think I heard one hundred mentioned as the number of defendants, but 
I am not positive about that. 

Question, All of them from Rutherford County ? 

Ansicn', Or from that porticm of the State. 1 think there have also been some people 
from Chatham county arrested and brought there. I know, further, that there were 
threats of arrests in Orange County ; with w^hat foundation I know not. 

Question. What is the result of those trials ? 

Answer. 1 learn from telegrams puldished in the papers of this city that eight, I 
think, have been convicted, and two or three acquitted ; and that those convicted have 
been sentenced to the penitentiary, some of them for six years, an^ lined $5,00(i each, 
and others for shorter terms and lined a less sum. 

Question. Who were the parties convicted ? 

Answer, The only two names I can now^ recall are of parties named Shotwell, one 
Randolph A. Shotwell, and the other F. A. Shotwell, I think, neither of whom do I 
know. I cannot recall the names of the other parties. 

Question. Those trials are under what is known as the Ku-Klux law passed by Con- 
gress last spring ? 

Ansiver. That is my understanding. The court is held by Judge Bond and Judge 
• Brboks. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Qufstion. The circuit court of the United States? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I think it is a special term. 

By .the Chair:\ian : ^ 
Qwesfjon. The trials are still in progress? 

Answer. I do not know of my own knowledge, but my impression is that they are ; 
I know by telegrams. 

Question. You have the same information in regard to that that you have in regard 
to the result of the trials in the cases to which you have referred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that you do not know either of the Shotwells ? 
Ansxvcr. No, sir ; I do not know that I ever met either of them in my life. 
Question. Did you ever know either of them as members of the Ku-Klux organiza- 
tion ? 

Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

Question, Had you any knowledge of the offense for which they have been tried, 
either before it was commifted or afterwards, by communications from any one ? 
Answer. I decline to answer all such question*. 

The Chairman. [To witness.] That is all. We dismiss you for the reason that no 
action can be taken for your detention until the matter has* been reported to Congress. 
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Wasiiixgtox D. C, Friday, Decen\l)er 8, 1871. 
DAVID SCHENCK svrorn and examined : 

The Witness. I desire to place upon record here certain telegrams, as I had been 
summoned here, and it has been charged upon me that I have been recnsant and tardy. 
I should like, in the beginning of my testimony, if that matter is to be brought out, to 
state the fact, so that I may be properly placed before .the eonniiittee. I have never 
refused to come, and I have three telegrams here which I wish to submit;. 

The Chairman. To relieve you of all difficulty on that subject, as you were sub- 
poenaed here, I believe, at the instance of the minority of the committee, 1 will request 
General Blair to conduct your examination, and ho can bring out what he jjleaaes ou 
that subject. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. State your name, residence, and occupation ? 

A7iswer. David Schenck. I reside at Lincoluton, Lincoln County, North Carolina. I 
am a lawyer by profession, and l\ave been practicing there since 1857 — fourteen years. 

Question. State, if you please, if you have been previously summoned before this 
committee, and all the facts and eireumstances attending that matter. 

Ansivcr. On the 22d of July, 1871, on my return from Gaston court, I found at Lin- 
eolnton two telegrams for me, both received on the same day, one dated July 12, 1871, 
stating that I was wanted here ou the 19th of July as a witness by the congressional 
investigating committee. The second one was dated July the 19th, stating : 

^'Sorne days since you were summoned to appear here as a witness before the con- 
gressional committee investigating southern affairs. Did the summons reach you, and 
when may you be expected 

I replied on the 24th of July, 1871, by letter to John W. French, Sergeaut-at-Arms, 
6tatiri|!j that his telegrams of the 12th and of the 19th both reached mo on the 22d to- 
gether ; that I had received no other summons. He used the word " summons.^' I 
thought perhaps a summons might have been issued to me. I told him I could not 
attend then, as I was at Charlotte court, aud next week I would be at Catawba, but 
after that I would be at the service of the committee. In reply to that letter I received 
a telegram dated July 31, stating: 

" The congressional committee have decided to excuse you from attendance here as 
a witness." 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Have you Mr. Frenches letter? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; here is the letter, or a copy of it. 

Question. Is what you have given the whole of the letter — that they decided to excuse 
you ? * 

Answer. That is all that is in the telegram. 

The Chairman. The clerk has handed to me what is of record in reference to Mr, 
Schenck. 

Mr. Blair. The witness wants it in his testimony. 

The Witness. I desire it in my testimony, to use it among my friends. 

The Chairman. This will be printed in the record of the testimony. 

The WiiNESS. I want it incorporated in my own testimony, though. 

The Chairman. I will read it. The Sergeant-at-Arms says in his testimony before 
.the committee, July 31, 1871, in relation to summoning witnesses : 

" I was also directed to call Mr. John Manning, jr., and Mr. D. Schenck, of North 
Carolina. From them I have received the following letters ; 

After Mr. Manning's letter, appears the following ; 
^ 

" LiNCOLNTON, North Carouna, July 24, 1871. 

''John R. French, sr., 

" Sergeant-at-Arms to C. I. C. : 
^ " Dear Sir : Your telegram of the 12th, stating that I was wanted by the congres- 
sional committee on the 19th, and your telegram of the 19(lrinquiring if the first was 
received, both reached here together by mail on Saturday last, the 22d. I have re- 
ceived no summons from any one further than these telegrams. In the last, you in- 
quired when * I may be expected.' 

" I cannot come this week, as I have to attend superior court at Charlotte, and Mon- 
day week have to be at Newton, attending superior court, and I cannot therefore attend 
until after that time without great sacrihce to my professional interests, and great in- 
convenience. 

"Yours, &c., , 

« "D. SCHENCK.'^ 
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I believe that is all that is here on the subject. lu view of that record, if there is 
aDything more you desire to say, go on and state it. 
Ansicer, Is my answer now recorded as to dates ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

An8U'(r, I desire to state, further, that subsequent to receiving this telegram of the 
31st of July, I addressed auother letter to Mr. Beck. I saw ho was in the city of Wash- 
ington by the newspapers, and I addressed a letter to him, stating that J had leisure 
then until the 8th of October, and hoped he would have mo summoned during the in- 
t^^rval of luy courts. I had no reply, and the next notice I had was by subpoena from 
the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Question. Tho main point is that this notice was an excuse to you, and that when 
notified afterwards, you appeared ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but it has been charged in the political papers that I refused to 
come, and I desire to be i)roperly placed on the record. I especially desire the telegram 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, which says I am excused as a witness, to be recorded. It does 
not say to what time, and I afterwards sought to know what thne would be convenient. 
I have never refused to come. The letter to Mr. Beck is dated September 23, telling 
him I was ready to come. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, It has been charged by some witness here, I have forgotten which one, that 
you were a member of the White Brotherhood, or Constitutional Union Guards, or Ku- 
klux, or something of that kind, and supposed to be the leader or chief in your county. 
I want you to answer whether you have had any connection with that matter ; and if 
any, what ? 

Answei'. Well, sir, 1 will try to give you a detailed statement of my connection with 
that matter. • I will give it to you clearly and deliberately, so that there will be no 
mistake in regard to it. As to the Constitutional Union Guards and White Brother- 
hood, I never heard of them until tho trials at Raleigh, after Holden's proclamation of 
martial law. . That was the first I ever heard of the White Brotherhood or Constitu- 
tional Union Guard. I never saw its oaths nor knew anything about its secrets. As 
to the charge that I was chief of any organization, that is— I hope I may be permitted 
to characterize that as a falsehood. It originated with my political enemies, and was 
circulated by one George W. Logan, of our district. I have been credibly informed 
and believe, and I think I shall be able to prove, that he has offered base and dis- 
honorable inducements to prisoners under arrest to swear to these facts. I can give 
instances, if called upon by the committee. I know he circulated it in North Carolina 
very generally, and that is the reason I desire to mention his name. He took a prisoner 
out of jail at 12 o'clock at night, and offered him amnesty and pardon if he would 
swear enough to convict me. Another person, a deputy marshal <K the United States, 
stated in a public crowd that he was authorized by Judge Logan to say that any man 
who would swear enough to convict me of being chief of the organization in Lincoln 
County should have amnesty and pardon. 

The Chairman. I prefer that your testimony should be confined to what has been 
stated before the committee. 

The Witness. The General said it was charged against me. He did not mention 
the name of the witness. I do not know who did it here. I do not think any respect- 
able man believes it. I wUl state further j you desire to know my connection with 
th>3 organization ? 

Question. (By Mr. Blair :) Or any secret organization ? 

Answer. 1 was a member of a secret org3,nization in 1868. 

Question. Go on and state the facts in regard to that. 

Answer. Well, sir, in October, 1868, 1 was canvassing for Seymour and Blair, and I 
was informed by a friend of mine that there was a secret political organization in tho 
country for the purpose of promoting the interests of .the democratic party, and I was 
asked to join it. It was at a time when the republican party had three secret organ- 
izations in operation in the State, the Union League, tho Heroes of America, and the 
Eed Strings. They had a paper called the Red String, printed at Greensborough, edited 
by Mr. Tourgee. Our friends thought it was proper to organize a secret society for the 
purpose of counteracting that influence. I refused to join i.t because I had raade 
speeches against secret political societies, and was opposed to them on principle. 
After the solicitation of my friends, who came to me, I stated to them that I feared 
that these secret societies would lead to violence in the community, as I had heard of 
such things in Tennessee. I was again assured that that was not the object or purpose 
of it, but merely a secret political society to promote the interests of the democratic 
party. In order further to convince me that no violence was intended, the obligation 
was given tome before I joined it. I will give you the obligation. It was substan- 
tially the obligation published by the military authorities at YorkvUle, South Carolina, 
and reads, I think, about in these words, viz : 

"I, (name) before the Immaculate Judge of heaven and earth, and upon the Holy 
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Evangelists of Almighty God, do, of my own free will and accofd, subscribe to the 
following sacredly binding obligations : 

First. We are on the side of justice, humanity, and constitutional liberty, as be- 
queathed to us in its purity by our forefathers. 

Second. We oppose and reject the principles of the radical party. 
' Third. We pledge mutual aid to each other in sickness, distress, and pecuniary 
embarrassment. 

" Fourth. Females, friends, widows, and their households shall ever be special objects 
of our regard and ijroteetiou. 

" Fifth. Any member divulging or causing to be divulged any of the foregoing 
obligations shall meet the fearful penalty and traitor's doom, which is death, death, 
death 

1 took that obligation, sir. 

By the Chairmajj : 
Question. What do you read from ? 

Answer. From the North Carolina Era, the republican paper published at Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

Question. Of what date 1 

Answer. November 16, 1871. I had not seen the obligation from the time I took it 
there ; but I think that is substantially the obligation. There is a constitution pub- 
lished with that. I knew nothing about that constitution. I think the constitution 
has some reprehensible clauses in it. If I had seen the constitution I should not have 
joined the organization at the time. [See the constitution referred to at the end of the 
testimony of this witness.] I will state that I was not in a meeting of the Klan when 
I joined this organization. There were six or eight, or ten persons present ; I do not 
know how many. Bofore I took the obligation, I asked the persons present if I was 
expected to do any violence, or if any violence was expected to be committed by me, 
directly or indirectly. I was assured that there was not. I have since made inquiry 
of those persons where I joined it, and they told me that no one ever connected with 
the organization at that place has ever committed any violence ; none has ever been 
committed by them. I never was present at any other meeting of this society as a 
society. About Christmas, 1869, after some barn-burnings had occurred in the county 
of Gaston, and there had been some retaliation on the part of others, a few of my friends 
came to my office in Lincoluton 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. By whom were the barns burnt, as you understood ? 

Answer. 1 will come back to that, General. Allow me to get these dates properly 
for my own x>«rposes ; they might get confused a little. They came to my office 
stating that they feared there was a secret society which would lead to some injury, 
by retaliation on both sides, and suggested that a few prudent men should organize 
for the purpose of controlling it. I told them I would not consent to it unless each 
man would pledge himself to do all he could to prevent violence and to commit no 
violence himself. I think we had some two or three meetings at my office, but before 
the organization became completed there was an outrage committed near the village, 
and I immediately went to my friends and told them 1 would have nothing more to do 
with the organization. I notified them publicly about the 1st of February, as n^ar as 
my recollection serves me, in 1870. I went to my friends and told tham I would have 
nothing more to do with the organization. From that time my connection with it 
ceased. I never was the chief of Lincoln Cojanty nor any other county. I never held 
an office in the organization, and I have never, directly, or indirectly, or remotely, or 
in any other way, committed an act of violence or connived at it, or kided or abetted, 
in any way, in it. I desire to make the language as strong as possible. As soon as I 
found that violence would be committed I left the organization Immediately. Since 
that time I think the organization has been perverted to very bad purposes, and I 
think the members of it who have perverted it deserve severe punishment. I have no 
apology to make for them. If I were a judge I should punish them severely myself. 
I have no apology to make for their crimes. I would like to state further that since 
February I have used my influence to disband this organization, and in three instances 
I have succeeded in disbanding Klans which I was informed were committing these 
outrages. I have been publicly thanked by the leaders of the republican party for 
my action. They thought I had some connection with it — controlled it in that way. 

Question. You stated that there had been instances of barn-burning and other vio- 
lence committed for which there was retaliation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. By whom was this barn-burning committed ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know who did it. The first barn-burnings that came 
under my observation were in the county of Gaston, which borders on the South Car- 
olina line between Lincoln County, North Carolina, and York County, South Carolina. 
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In the spring of 1869 — Trait a little until I get my dates right, [prodncing a document.] 
I prepared this matter before I left home. 

By the Chairmats": 
Question, Will you let me look at the paper containing that oath T 
Atmver. Yes, sir. I have several other oaths here ^vhich I desire to lay before the 
committee. That one is marked the South Carolina oath. I think it was in the spring 
of 1869 the dwelling-house of a man named H. E. Huffstetler, in the county of Gaston, 
was bnrned. A short time after that the dwelling-house of the Rev. J. E. Peterson 
was burned, perhaps in the summer of 1869. I think that there were three or four 
l)ersons who w ere scourged in November or December of that year, as near as I can 
recollect. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. By whom was it charged that these burnings were committed? 
Answer. Just let me get through with the whole of them first. In the latter part of 
January I was in the town of Dallas, Gaston County. 

By the Chairsian: 
Question. January, 1870? 

Answer. Yes, sir f I think it was in the last of January, 1870. I was in the town of 
Dallas one night and was awakened by the ery of fire, and I went out in the court- 
yard, when I saw three barns burning at one time, all the work of incendiaries. They 
were seen to leave the barns, I believe. These barns belonged to prominent men of 
the democratic party. After that retaliation commenced on both sides. There has 
been a great deal of violence committed on both sides from that time to this. You 
asked who this was charged to ? 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Yes, sir; I would like to know by whom it was alleged that these bams 
were burned. 

Ansicer. They were charged to have been burned by members of the Union League. 
It was charged that there was a meeting held in the town of Dallas, at the bouse of a 
colored man who formerly belonged to a relation of mine. The colored man's name 
was William Schenck. It was charged that these barns, or that the burning at that 
particular time in January, emanated from that meeting. I do not know how that 
matter was, but I do not think that the white men who belong to the republican party 
instigated it. I think that if it was done by any of that party at all it was done by 
the negroes. I have too much respect for some of the meu who belong to that party 
to charge it upon them, and I do not desire to be so understood. 

Question. Were these crimes only committed against members of the democratic 
party in Gaston? 

Answei\ You mean the scourgings ? 

Question. These burnings ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I can give the names. I think about nine bums were burned in all. 
I saw three burning at one time. Nine were burned in the course of one week. The 
largest one belonged to Mr. James H. White, a democratic senator. Perhaps Mr. Pool 
knows him ; he may have served with him. Another belonged to a Mr. Jenkins, 
who was a democrat, and a third to a widow woman named Clemmer, whose son was 
a ze/vlous democrat, and lived with his mother. I do not believe I can recall any other 
names now. 

Question. Were these incendiary fires prior to any scourgings? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were in Gaston County. The burning of Huffstetler's house 
and Peterson's house were the first violences that took place in Gaston County. It was 
dififerent in Lincoln County. There were no burnings committed there ; there were 
othe/ offenses committed. 

Question. Were Huffstetler and Peterson both democrats ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it your recollection that all these persons whose property was destroyed 
at or about that time were democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, without exception, so far as I was able to learn. Another man's 
name Iliow remember — Mr. Frank Thompson. His smoke-house was burned and his 
house was fired ; but they succeeded in extinguishing the fire in the dwelling-house. 

Question. Do you believe that this organization of which you spoke in Gaston County 
was formed for the purpose of putting a stop to these crimes — to this incendiarism ? 

Answer. No, sir j that is not my belief about the origin of it. I think it originated 
as a political society. I think that the members of it afterward retaliated. After 
those bams were burned I think the members of it commenced retaliation. I left it in 
Febmary, and had no connection with it afterward. I used all my personal influence 
for the purpose of disbanding both societies. I think, though, that the society was a 
political one in its origin. I was so instmcted when I joined it. I should not have 
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joined it if I had thought it had any object for the purpose of yiolence. I quit it just 
as soon as I saw its tendency. 

Question, Do you know anything about what are called the Justice and Biggerstaff 
raids ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I do not practice in the county of Rutherford. I have a very slight 
acquaintance with Mr. Justice, and know nothing in the world about either one of 

I them, I do not know a dozen men in the county of Rutherford. Not practicing there, 
I know very few men there. I know nothing about the working of the order, or auy- 

' thing in regard to its secrets or action. I am entirely ignorant of that ; and I desire 
to state there further — it may come in there perhaps — there was an attempt to connect 
me with that thing in the investigation at Raleigh, by asking if some of the parties did 
not come from Lincoln County. I desire to state that I was not a member of it at 
that time, and did not know anything of its operations. In regard to this oath devel- 
oped at these trials, the Shotwell oath, as we called it in North Carolina, I never saw 
or heard of that oath until it wa^ developed in that trial. There were two clauses in 
that oath that I never could have been induced to take : one to obey the orders of the 
chief, and one to j)unish. I never heard of that until it was developed in that trial. 
There is another oath also published, of which I have a copy here, markc?! the Leach 
oath, which it is generally charged General Leach took. I desire to state that I never 
knew anything of either of those obligations. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Having disclaimed taking these oaths, do you desire to have them copied 
into your testimony ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. The Shotwell oath is as follows : 

" I, before the great immaculate God of heaven and earth, do take and subscribe to 
the following sacred and binding oath and obligation : I promise and swear that I will 
uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States ns handed down by our fore- 
fathers, in its original purity. I promise and swear that I will reject and oppose the 
principles of the radical party in all its forms, and forever maintain and contend that 
intelligent white men shall govern this country. I promise and pledge myself to assist, 
according to my pecuniary circumstances, all brothers in distress. Females, widows 
and their households, shall ever be specially in my care and protection. I promise and 
swear that I will obey all instructions given me by my chief; and should I ever divulge, 
or cause to be divulged, any secrets, signs, or passwords of the Invisible Empire, I 
must meet with the fearful and justful penalty of the traitor, which is death — death — 
death, at the hands of the brethren." 

The Leach oath is as follows : 

"You solemnly swear before Almighty God that you will never turn State's evidence 
against any brother for any act or deed done by him, in any court or courts whatever ; 
that you will be true to the principles of this brotherhood, and to its members ; that 
you will never reveal any of its secrets, edicts, or orders j that you will never make 
known to any one not a known member of the brotherhood that you are yourself a 
member, or who are members 5 that you will never assist in initiating, or allow to be 
initiated, if you can possibly prevent it, any one belonging to the Union League or 
H. O. A., or any one holding radical views or opinions ; that, should any member of this 
brotherhood or his family be in danget, you will inform him or them of such danger, 
and, if necessary, go to his relief; that you will oppose all radicals and negroes in their 
political designs ; that, should any radical or negro impose upon, injure, or abuse a 
member of this brotherhood, you will assist in punishing him in any manner the camp 
may direct ; that you will obey all calls and summons from the chief of your camp, so 
far as it is in your power to do so ; judging from this your obligation ; that you .will 
never give the word of distress unless you are in the greatest need of assistance ; and 
that, should you hear it given by a member, you will go to his assistance ; and that, 
should any member reveal or make known any of the secrets, acts or deeds, or order of 
the brotherhood, you will assist in punishing him in any manner the camp may direct 
or approve. So help you God." 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, I suppose you know the history of the Biggerstaff case ? 

Ansicer, There has been a great deal said about the Biggerstaff case, and I presumed 
I would be asked about it when I left home. I therefore applied to Mr. John F. Hoke, 
attorney for Mr. Biggerstaff, for the facts, and I can give you the facts as he gave them 
to me. 

Question, Who was he attorney for ? 

Aiiswer, He was attorney for Aaron Biggerstaff, the one charged with shooting at 
Sam Biggerstaff. I know nothing of the facts myself. • 
Question, Give the facts he stated. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Is it a written statement made by the gentleman you refer to ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir. I did not know wliicli side I was summoned by, but I supposed 
these things would be referred to, and I therefore prepared myself. I can give that 
statement. My information is derived from Colonel John F. Hoke, who was an attor- 
ney in the case. I can state that from memory, but here is the paper. 

By Mt. Blair : 

Question. It has been usual here for witnesses to be allowed to testify to any informa- 
tion they deemed reliable. 

Anstvev. I was so informed. I consulted with Mr. Lyon, of Charlotte, who said I 
would be asked not only what I knew, but what I had heard. Supposing I would bo 
asked about these matters, and desiring to be accurate, I asked Mr. Hoke to give mo 
some of t^ie facts. He practices in that county ; I do not. I never saw the Bigger- 
staffs in my life. 

Question. Give us the statement of Mr. Hoke. 

Ansicey'. It is his statement, not mine. I can give it about as he gave it to me. 

The Chairman. I would prefer that you should give your information from your 
recollection, as we cannot have the author of the written statement here to cross- 
examine him. 

The Witness. Then I can only use it to refresh my memory, and will give it in my 
own words. 

Mr. Blair. It would be better to have the paper inserted than his recollection of 
what is in the paper. 

The question being upon the motion of General Blair, shall the witness read the state- 
ment above referred to f the motion was agreed to. 
The Chairman. Go on and read the paper. 
The Witness thereupon read the paper referred to, as follows : 

" In the spring of 18v0 Judge Logan issued a bench-warrant against Amos Owen«, 
Julius Fortune, William Baber, William Dupriest, Olin Carson, and Alexander Mclntyre. 
In the examination before him, it appeared that a raid was made on Alvin Owens 
and others some tim'e in February, in the first part of the night. It was snowing. The 
raiders called at one Magaly^s, who was from home. On his return he sent for Aaron 
Biggerstaff and his sons-in-law, one Ranjsey and Holland, and his nephew, and ono 
Webb Tony, and started in pursuit, tracking in the snow by moonlight. The track 
was followed around to the different places in the neighborhood, until the raiders had 
separated. Before the Biggerstaff crowd separated, they went to the house of Samuel 
Biggerstaff, who is a half-brother of Aaron, between whom and Sam there is a feud 
existing ; and Magaly, without notice, broke down thh door and fired into the room. 
Samuel Biggerstalf swore that if he had been lying in his usual bed, he would have 
been killed ; that he, (Sam,) on the gun firing, rushed -to the door and cried out, * What 
does this mean As he showed himself in the door, a gun fired from the corner of the 
house, next to his kitchen, the ball passing across his breast and near to it, and struck 
the opposite door-facing. On examination next morning, a track led from the corner 
of the house, behind the kitchen, to an apple-tree, and thence across the fence into the 
lane ; and that all the other tracks passed out at the gate of the yard. It was in proof 
that Aaron said that he was in the yard, behind the kitchen, by an apple-tree, during 
the time. His honor bound to court Amos Owens, Alexander Mclntyre, William Baber, 
and William Dupriest each in the sum of $500, and released Fortune and Carson. The 
counsel for the defendants then insisted that Aaron Biggerstaff and his crowd should 
be bound to court for the assault on Sam. His honor bound them in the sum of §100 
or §200. At the trial in the fall^ Aaron and his crowd were convicted and fined by his 
honor, G. W. Logan, §30 each. It was said that this disturbance in the neighborhood 
was caused by some of them reporting on others for illicit distilling.'^ 

By Mr. Blair : ' 

Question. Then your understanding from Colonel Hoke was that this affair grew out 
of a personal feud between the parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the most current statement. My understanding of the 
origin of the difliculty is — and I practice in Shelby, which is the adjoining county to 
Eutherford — that there were some parties near Cherry Mountain engaged in illicit 
distilling, who Jiad reported on each other, which produced a feud, and this man 
McGahey's wife had been ill-treated by them, and he tracked these parties and one of 
the tracks led toward Samuel Biggerstaff's house. Aaron Biggerstaff' was in the party 
pursuing, and the understanding is that the ball fired from behind an apple tree was 
fired by Aaron Biggerstaff as he was going to his house. The balance of the crowd 
went out at the gate ard went somewhere else. It is my understanding that it is 
fixed in the testimony that Aaron Biggerstaff fired that gun. ' 

Question. The impression attempted- to be created by witnesses here was that this 
was a feud growing out of political matters, and that Aaron Biggerstaff and his crowd 
were republicans, and that the attacks made upon them, not only on this occasion, 
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but subsequent attacks, ^rew out of political matters. What is your understanding 
on that subject ? 

Answer, I do not think that the Biggerstaff. raid grew out of political matters. I 
think the Justice raid was altogether political. I do not think the Biggerstaff raid 
was; ^nd I do not think that the general belief is that it was political. 

Question, Was not Justice one of the parties engaged in this Biggerstaif matter? 

An8icei\ Yes, sir ; I have so understood ; I was not present at the trial. 

Question, May not the feud which originated between the Biggerstaffs have extended 
itself to those who were engaged on the other side ? 

Answei\ I cannot say as to that. General Blair. I believe that the general Impres- 
sion is that Justice was whipped on account of his politics being obnoxious. 

Question. What do you know about this man Shotwell ? 

Ansivei', I do not know anything about him, except from casual acquaintance in 
1866. I was introduced to the man ; I do not know him if I see him. I never had 
any conversatiop.. or connection with him in my life. I have not seen him since. I 
went up in 1867 to argue a case in chambers before Judge Logan, and there I saw him 
in the streets, but have not seen him since, and do not think I would know him if I 
saw him. 

Question, Were there ever any acts of violence committed by disguised men in your 
town ? 

Ansxc€fi\ No, sir ; there never has been any violence committed in the to^VIl. Our 
citizens have always been opposed to it, and I think that every democrat in the town 
has used his influence against anything of that kind. I do not think there was 'ivei a 
disguise in the place, as far as I know. 

Question, Has there been any violence in the way of mobbing parties ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; there has been some rioting there. 

Question, What was the character of it, and who were the parties engaged in if? 

Answer. Well, sir, in 1868there were two mobs there upon conservative negroes — ^men 
who had joined the conservative club. Their names were Virgil Ramsour and John 
Abernethy ; they were mobbed there by the negroes for belonging to the conservative 
club. I use the word mobbed ; perhaps I had better explain. Their houses were rocked, 
and, perhaps, the doors broken down ; I do not think they were whipped or scourged. 
On the second attack upon Virgil, there was 'a meeting of the negroes held — ^what they 
called their league ; I do not know what was in it ; they sent up a party of negroe'*s to 
arrest Virgil and take him down before the society ; lie had been a former member of 
the order ; they told him his joining the conservative club was a commission of perjury, 
and they had orders to send hini to the penitentiary unless he went back to the society ; 
he went to the society and was not molested afterward, Abernethy continued his con- 
nection with the conservative club, and was mobbed again this summer, and defended 
himself in his door with a club, and kept them out. A colored boy named Levi Guion, 
who lived with me, declined to vote at all in the last election, and the night of the 
election his fence was torn down, and his corn, a little more than an acre, was all cut 
down with knives or some sharp instruments ; he had another town lot I had rented 
to him near the town ; the fence of that was iniUed down and cows were turned in, and 
all was destroyed. A negro boy named Monroe Thompson notified him that if he ever 
refused to vote again they would punish him severely. I reported the facts to Mr. 
Bynum, the solicitor there, and he called upon several of the leading negroes and re- 
monstrated with them about such conduct. Those were were the only violences, I 
believe, ever committed in our town. 

Question, Were the negroes ever punished for this violence in any way ? 

Answer, No, sir ; never indicted ()r punished. 

Question, Were the parties known ? 

Answer, The parties are well known who mobbed Abernethy and Ramsour, but those 
are not known who did this injury to Levi Guion ; I have not been able to find out my- 
self, for I Intended to prosecute them, because the boy was a very good boy ; he had 
always voted the radical ticket until this last summer. The morning of the election I 
offered him ahorse to ride to the election ; he told me he declined to go, said that he did 
not want to go ; that he was not satisfied which way to vote, and declined to go ,* I 
said nothing to him about it. 

Question, You state that a negro called on him and notified him that if he ever be- 
haved in that way again he would be punished ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that boy is named Monro e Thompson ; he is at the head of a society ; 
I do not know what its name is ; they have changed its name again ; I think they call 
it the peace society ; I never was in one. 

Question. Did he admit that he had anything to do with the punishment already 
inflicted ? 

Answer, No, sir ; he did not say that, but the boy told me he had insulted him for it ; 
had met him on the street and asked him why he did not go to the election ; the boy 
told him he did not want to go; then he cur&edhim, and told him he would punish him 
it* he did not go. 
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Question. You stated that those were the only cases of mob violence there ? 
Answer, All, sir ; there never was any other. 

Question. All directed against negroes Avho voted the democratic ticket or declined 
to vote the republican ticket ? • 
Ansivcr, Yes, sir. 

Question. You brought these matters to the attention of the officers, and no attempt 
has been made to punish them ? 

Anstver, I do not want to. say that Mr. Bynum has declined to prosecute; in the last 
case, that of Levi Guion, I called his attention to it, and told him I could not point out 
the parties, but asked him as a republican to use his influence with the colored people 
to prevent sUch things ; and I know he did it. Mr. Bynum sent for, I think, a leading 
negro there, named Edmund Ward, and talked with him on that subject; I do not want 
to leave the impression that Colonel Bynum refused to prosecute this man ; he is an 
efficient officer. 

Question. In the other ease it is known who committed the outrages ? 

Answei', Yes, sir ; they attempted to get Abernethy to come before the United States 
commissioner and prosecute, but he said he was afraid of his life and declined to do 
it. The act was committed last summer. The night of the election they surrounded 
his house with tin-pans and horns, guns and pistols, and told him they had come to 
ride him on a rail ; that he had voted himself back into slavery. He stood behind tho 
doov with a double-barrelled gun and said he would shoot tho first one that came in. 
After awhile they went off. Tho town authorities were deterred from interfering 
there was such a crowd ; the negroes were two or three hundred strong, and marched 
through the town with torches, with pistols in their hands, cocked ; fired at one place 
at a widow lady's house, greatly to her alarm and to the alarm of her family, no male 
person being in the house. The demonstrations on that occasion were very bad in- 
deed ; the town authorities had not strength to resist it. These men kept up their 
revelry until twelve or one o'clock, and then went back to what we call Negrotown, 
about half a mile off. They had organized at their own town, and marched through 
tho village of Lineolnton. 

Question. There is a case which has been brought to the attention of tho committee, 
your own case, in the punishment by Judge Logan for contempt. 

Ansncr. Yes, sir. 

Question. State tho facts in that case. 

An3wei\ Do you desire me to give a history of that ? 

Question. Yes, a brief history of it. I want to understand the proceedings in tho 
case ; it has made some figure here in our testimony. 

Answer. If I give it to you at all, it will not take very long, I suppose. I was at 
Cleveland court April 10, 1871. Court was to have opened there on Monday the 10th. 
Judge Logan did not come down from Rutherford, and on Tuesday the Biggerstaff 
raid was reported. It was currently stated there that Judge Logan was afraid to como 
down to hold court. The citizens held a meeting on Tuesday, and sent an escort with 
tho sheriff to accompany the judge. He declined to come. This produced very great 
feeling and indignation among, the people and tho bar, and Colonel Bynum, who was 
the solicitor, wrote a letter to Judge Logan remonstrating with him about his course, 
and on Thursday ho came down and held court. Lincoln court came on the 24th, 
Just before that, about the 20tli of the month, befc^e the Monday of court, the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate of the United States, as reported in the New York Tribune, were 
handed to me by some one on the street. My recollection is tho paper was handed to 
me by some brother lawyer there ; in which Mr. Nye had laid before the Senate a com- 
munication from Judge Logan. Tho letter of Judge Logan to Mr. Caldwell was not 
published, but the substance of it was given in the proceedings, stating that Judge 
Logan was unable to hold court at Cleveland, and that the civil law could not bo 
administered at Cleveland. I sat down and wrote, under the impulse of the moment, 
to General Blair, contradicting this statement of facts, and denouncing Jqdge Logan 
pretty severely, which letter was published. On May the 8th Judge Logan served d 
writ upon me to show cause why I should not be disbarred for contempt and libel upon 
tho court. The proceedings in that matter are published in the North Carolina 
reports, the reports of the decisions in June ; the record fully appears there. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. The supreme court ? 

Answei\ Tes, sir, ex parte David Schenck. The whole history of the case is set forth 
there. The rule was served upon me on Monday. I obtained a copy of tho statute 
from the secretary of state at Raleigh ; it was not yet published ; I obtained a certified 
copy of the statute, which provides that no lawyer shall be disbarred unless coiivieted 
of some criminal offence, or confesses some criminal oft'ense in open court, which ren- 
ders him unfit to practice his profoasion. Tho next day of the court, Colouiel Brown, 
who was appearing as one of my attorneys, x>roposed to read to Judge Logan tho 
statute, which was a complete answer to the charge, and he declined to have it read 
in open court ; said ho would not hear it at all, and. contiaued the case until Saturday. 

24 NO 
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The statute was read before hira ; and I believe every member of the bar present, so 
far as I cau recollect, stated to his houor in a speech that the statute was a complete 
defense and answer to the rule. Each one of them in turn gave his opinion. I recol- 
lect and cau state some of the speeches, but I do not suppose that is necessary. I only 
mention this in order to state that this was by both republicans and conservatives ; it 
was no political olFense ; there was no political difficulty between Judge Logau and 
myself at all. He continued the rule against me, and 1 apj^ealed to the sui)remo court 
and they reversed his decision and restored me to practice. That difficulty, sir, has 
nothing in the world to do with politics; it is personal altogether. Nosuch iuferenee 
as that cau be drawn from the letter, I think, and I do not think there is a lawyer in 
the district who does not hold the same opinion of Judge Logan that I do. I have 
reason to believe that there is not a lawyer in the district v>^ho does not hold the same 
opinion concerning him that I entertain. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. What reason have you to believe that ? 

Answer, I have a copy here of the memorial that has been i)resented to the legisla- 
ture. It is signed by thirty-two lawyers ; it is signed by democrats and republicans. 
I have a copy of it which I should like to file here in order-to show that these lawyers 
•agree with rae in my estimate of Judge Lo^an as to his administration of the law. I 
will state that this memorial is signed by thirty-two practicing and resident lawyers 
in the district. 

Question. Read it. 

Ansiver. I will state further, before reading it, that in the district there are only three 
republican lawyers ; they are William P. Bynura, the solicitor, General Rufus Barringer, 
of Charlotte, and William H. Bailey, of Salisbury, who practice in that district. Mr. 
Bailey and Mr. Barringer both signed the memorial, and General Barringer stated in 
the meeting of the members of the bar, that he was authorized by Mr. Bynum to state 
that he fully indorsed our proceedings, but on acoouut of his position as soliciter of 
the court, ho thought it was indelicate for him to sign the memorial. There are two 
other gentlemen who declined to sign it, Mr. Hamilton C. John and Mr. J. M. White- 
side, on the ground that they are senators, and if Judge Logan should be impeached . 
they would have to try him. But I have reason to believe they fully indorse the con- 
tents of the memorial. Here is the memorial, a copy of which has been j)resented to 
the legislature. I will read it and file it with the clerk, with the permission .of the 
committee. It is as follows : 

"At a meeting of the bar of the ninth judicial district, held at Charlotte, and unani- 
mously attended, on the 2d June, 1871, the following preamble and resolutions were 
adopted : 

"Whereas the learning and ability of the judiciary of North Carolina have always 
been the boast of her citizens and the pride of her bar; and whereas we think that the 
same high standard of judicial excellence should be maintained if possible, and that the 
law should be correctly and uniformly administered ; therefore, 

" Resolved^ That it is theopinion of the undersigned members of thebar that his honor 
George W. Logan, judge of the ninth judicial district, is not qualified, either by learn- 
ing or capacity, to discharge the duties of the office he now holds, and that by reason 
of his incompeteney the course of justice has been impeded, and in many cases justice 
itself virtually denied; public contidence in the efficiency of the government and the 
laws has been impaired; crimes have been multiplied, and the administration of law 
rendered needlessly expensive, as well to the public as to the parties litigant. * 
^^Hesolvcdj That the secretary of this meeting be, and he is hereby, instructed to for- 
ward these proceedings to the speaker of the house of representatives of North Carolina, 
immediately upon its assembling in November next, with the view that the same may 
by him be laid before that honorable body as our memorial, for such action as the ex- 
igeney of the case may demand. 

Joseph H. Wilson, chairman. Z. B. Vance. 

L. E. Thompson. R. D. Johnston. 

John D. Shaw, (Lineolnton.) A. Bnrwell, secretary. 

R. P. Waring. W. M. Smith. 

Rufus Barringer. Robert Graham. 

H. W. Guion. Paul B. Means. 

W. J. Montgomery. Joseph Y. Allison. 

W. H. Bailey. H. Cabiness. 

J. Edmonds Brown. • P. Durham. 

M. A. Moore. , H. D. Lee. 

B. C. Cobb. Lee M. McAfee. 

C. E. Gi-ier. * J. W. Gidney. 
R. D. Osborne. J. C. Mills. 

C. Dowd. J. F. Hoke. 

D. Schenck. W. S. Bynum. 

R. W. Sandifer. M. L. McCorklo.'^ 
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Question, Has tLat been filed with aud acted upon by the legislature ? 

Aimvcr. Yes, sir; it has been presented to the legislature and referred to a committee 
of five ; so I saw in a paper yesterday ; that is my authority for the statement. At 
that meeting they also passed a resolution which I will here put in for my own vindi- 
cation. It is but a short resolution : 

"At a meeting of the bar, numerously attended, held at Charlotte on the 2d day of 
June, 1871, the following resolution* was adopted : 

*^ Resolved J That we do unanimously* condemn the action of his honor George W. 
Logan, in disbarring David Schenck, esq., an attornej^ of this district, as a gross usur- 
pation of power and a willful violation of the plain letter of the law. 

Bcsolvedy Tha£ a copy of this resolution bo sent to Mr. Schenck as an expression of 
our sympathy with him. 

"JOS. H. Wilson; 

^^Chaii'tnan, 

" Gentlemen present : Hon. J. H. Wilson, General Rufus Barringer, C, W. Dowd, esq., 
H. W. Guion, esq., H. C. Jones, esq., General II, D. Johnston, Colonel J. E. Brown, R. P. 
Waring, esq., Armistead Burwell, esq., Robert Osborne, esq., Columbus Mills, jr., esq., 
W. H. Bailey, esq., W. J. Montgomery, esq., L. E. Thompson, esq., J. D. Shaw, esq., M. A. 
Moore, esq., C. E. Grier, esq., B. C. Cobb, esq." * 

That was introduced by General Barringer, a republican, and passed unanimously. 

Question. The memorial states, among other things, as to tho incompetency of Jitdgo 
Logan, that there has been a great increase of crime there recently. Is it the opinion 
of tho bar, aud the people generally of the district, that his itaeompetency has led to 
many of these disorders ? . 

Answer. Yes, sir; there is no doubt about it; his partisan administration of justice is 
what is referred to in that memorial. 

Question. In what respect is his administration partisan ? 

Answei'. It is partisan because he will not inflict any punishment, or adequate pun- 
ishment, upon members of his own party convicted of crime. His partiality is so gross 
as to bo observed by everybody. 

Question. Do you know any instances of this partisan: partiality ? 

Ansive7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. State them to the committee. 

Ansxcer. I will state two very recent ones that came under my observation just two 
days before I was subpoenaed to attend this committee, at the Gaston court this last 
month. I have not got the date exactly, but it was this last month, at Gaston court. 
A man by the name of Boyce Weir was indicted for a very violent assault upon a man 
by the name of Robinson, I think ; I may be incorrect about that name. Robinson was 
introduced as a witness, and wworo to the facts. He was at an election ; it was in the 
summer of 1870, while Governor Holden had his militia in the county of Gaston. This 
man, Boyce Weir, was one of the militia known as Holden's miUtia, the Kirk militia. 
Ho insulted Robinson bitterly; and in tho evening this man, Robinson, got behind a 
man on horseback to go home, and, having got some distance from the election ground, 
Boyce AVeir stepped out in front of them with a drawn pistol and ordered them to 
stop. The man riding in front stopped the horse. He commanded them to get down. 
They got down. He told Robinson he had conjo out there to whip him ; and he then 
beat him very violently, until finally, he said, he got his head between two saplings so 
that he could not strike him any more. Some persons came up and intervened, and he 
was rescued from this man Weir. Weir submitted. Judge Logan turned to the wit- 
ness and asked him what was the cause of the difficulty between him and Weir. He 
stated that he knew of no cause except that ho was a democrat, while Weir was one of 
the "melish" and a republican. 

By Mr. Waddeix : 
' Question. An officer? 

Anstcei\ No, sir, not an officer. Judge Logan just remarked, Let him be fined a 
penny and the costs ;" and the man was not fined a cent. I mean it was nominal 
merely ; that is, he was fined a penny and costs. The second case was the case of 
another one with the same militia. That militia was generally composed of very vio- 
lent, bad men. Their place of rendezvous was a point on the Wilmington railroad, 
known as Pump Station, near the Catawba river. They came there about five or six 
o'clock in the evening. There was a very respectable girl, by the name of Sandford, 
who lived some quarter of a mile from this pump, and in the evening she was sent by 
her aunt down to the cow-pen to milk ; and while there, one of the militia company 
asked her if she was going back to the house when she got through. She said she was. 
When she started back, she was intercepted by this fellow. She swore that he put his 
arms around her and offered her a dollar to submit to his embraces. She refused, aud 
he pinioned her arms behind and endeavored to trip her up. She screamed and hal- 
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looed so as to alarm three neipjhbors, one as far off as a quarter of a mile. One of tbcm 
came so near, coming ^o ber assistance, that this fellow saw him and ran. He then 
took a little dumpy on the railroad and escaped across the river. H6 was convicted 
of this offense, and fined only ten dollars by Judge Logan. Miss Sandford proved as 
good a character as any girl in the neighborhood. There was no impeachment of her 
character whatever. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Was this when the'militia were operating in the county as an organization 
under the State authority? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I think that this occurred — though you are as familiar with the 
dates as I am, Senator — in July, or the first of August. 

Question. Eighteen hundred and seventy ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Waddell : 
Question. When did the trial occur ? 
Ansivci'. The trial occurred at the last court. 

By Mr. Blair: * 
Question. Is t^at the character of his administration of justice ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I have other instances — you asked for instances — memoranda of 
other cases as bad, if not w^orse. 
Question. Give them to us. 

Answer. One that created considerable sensation at the time was an indictment 
against one B. F. Hampton; sheriff of Polk County, a republican. A difficulty occurred 
between him and one Waters. I will read my memorandum, if you rule that to be ad- 
missible : The difliculty occurred about politics, in Rutherfordton. Hampton was taking 
the radical side. They were drunk ; and Hardpton got Waters down ; and while in this 
position, ono Bradley, a brother-in-law of Hampton, struck Waters in the head w^ith a 
sluug-shot, after he was down, cutting a gash two and a half inches long. Doctors 
swore that the w^ound greatly endangered his life. He was confined to his room for 
some time. Hampton was indicted and convicted, and fined fifteen dollars by Judge 
Logan. No provocation whatever was given by Waters to Bradley. That was one 
case that created considerable sensation at the time. I took a memorandum of it as I 
got it from others. I did not see that trial. Another was a case of one Hoffmaster, a 
merchant of Rutherfordton, who made some remark about the republican party, and 
one Scoggins, now a deputy marshal, heard of it, went up to the porch of the store 
where Hoffmaster was, and asked him if he made the remark. Hoffmaster said he 
never took anything back. He was very drunk at the time. 

Question. Was he United States commissioner ? 

Answer. No, sir. Scoggins then struck him in the face several blows with a slung- 
shot, and continued to strike him with it until Hoffmaster was badly cut up, and had 
to be carried into the house. This was the day of the election. Scoggins was fined 
ten dollars. I have known Judge Logan to fine conservatives one hundred dollars for 
offenses a great deal less than that. 

Question. You mentioned the name of Scoggins. Is he not commissioner ? 

Answer. Nathan Scoggins is United States commissioner, and Bill Scoggins and Andy 
are deputy marshals. ^ 

Question. They have been engaged in making these arrests ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Scoggins has made more arrests than any other commissioner in 
North Carolina I suppose ; three or four hundred, I presume, from what I have heard. 

Question. You say that he has made more arrests than any other commissioner in 
North Carolina? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the character of the man ? 
Answer. Nathan Scoggins, the commissioner ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know much about him. I do not live near enough to him 
to know much about his private character. He has been on all sides of politics. I 
know as to his political character he has been on both sides, but I do not know what 
his private character is. I only know his character from hearing. him talked about by 
members of the conservative party. I do not know anything about his standing with 
tho republican party. 

Question. Was he ever a Ku-Klux ? 

Anjstper. Yes, sir ; I believe that is the general understanding with the people, that 
he joined it in the spring of 1869 ; whether he ever left it or not I do not know. He 
say^he left it. 

Question. He admits then that he has been in the Ku-Klux ? 
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Anstcer, Yes, sir ; I think so ; that is my understanding, that he docs not deny it, lie 
belonged to the same one that Plato Durham belonged to. 
Question. Joined it at the same place ? 

Ansiccr. That is the general understanding ; I do not know it myself. It has been so 
published, and not denied by him. That is generally believed, and it is a fact estab- 
lished in that way, though I do not swear to it positively myself. 

Question, Do you know of any violence committed by these parties in making 
arrests ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; this man Bill Scoggins is a very violent man. He shot a man the 
other day without any provocation whatever. The commissioner and two marshals 
were at Gaston court three weeks ago when I was there. They started from Gaston* 
court with one prisoner, to carry him to the county of Rutherford. When they got 
near a place called Cherryville, on the Wilmington and Rutherford Railroad, they met 
a man in the road by the name of Sapaugh. They asked his name. He told them 
his name. Bill remarked to him that he had a warrant for a man named Sapangh. 
He asked him which one of the Sapaughs his warrant was for. He told him it did not 
matter to him ; ho was his prisoner, and to go with him. Sapaugh asked him to show 
him the warrant he had. He told him ho would not do it ; that he was an officer and 
had a right to arrest him. Sapaugh then started with him, and after they had got 
some distance, Sapaugh started to run and get away, when he fired upon him with a 
pistol and shot him, the ball entering just behind the left shoulder and lodging,'! un- 
derstand, in his lungs. He was in a very precarious condition when I left home. Those 
are the facts I got from parties who had been there, and had seen him on the ground. 
I did not see it myself. I give it as I received it from respectable men. I also under- 
stood that when Scoggins was taking the prisoners to Raleigh, the other day, he went 
through the cars with a cocked pistol, making all kinds of demonstrations and threats 
against the prisoners. 

Question. Had he any warrant for Sapaugh ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I understood not. 

By Mr. Waddell : 
Question. Has he died ? 

Answer. 1 have not heard ; he was lying at the point of death. 
By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Has anything been done with this man Scoggins ? 

Answo'. No, sir ; not that I have heard of. I know further, they arrested several 
respectable men in Gaston, incarcerated them, refused to allow any attorney to speak 
to them privately, or to let their friends see them. They would arrest them upon the 
merest pretexts in the world, and numbers of them were not brought to trial, but dis- 
charged without being brought to trial. I know two or three instances of that kind. 
I waa employed by several of them, and these men refused to allow an attorney to see 
them without the marshal being present ; gentlemen of as good character, and far 
better than they were. They would not allow them to see any one privately. 

Question. There have been a great many arrests made in that region of country ? 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Some trials in Raleigh, convictions and confessions ; I want you to state to 
the committee generally the character of those trials. 

Answer. I do not know that I am able to give you any accurate account of the trials. 
I was not present. I had a great many clients who were indicted, but I thought that 
on account of my position and the charges made against me, it would be injurious for 
me to appear in the causes, and I turned them over to my friends at Raleigh. I did 
not attend the trials. I only know of them from the newspapers, and I would prefer 
not to speak of them. I only saw it in the newspapers. All I know myself is about 
the working in my own county. 

Question. Give us an account of those arrests, upon what charges they are made, and 
how the matter is conducted generally. 

Answe^\ Well, sir, I will try to give it to you as near as I can. The first arrests in ' 
Lincoln were made upon charges lodged by affidavit before Nathan Scoggins. One 
Peter Z. Baxter and some six accomplices were arrested for a raid upon one Carpenter, 
and then one Anderson Davis and some six or seven others were arrested upon the 
affidavit of a colored man by the name of Wade Frazier. These parties were arrested 
and carried to Rutherford and imprisoned until the district court met. When they 
went down there they all confessed their connection with it. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was this Carpenter the editor of the Rutherford paper? 
Anstver. No, sir ; this is the Carpenter that Colonel Bynum spoke of ; you may remem- 
ber it. I cannot recall his first name now ; I think, perhaps, it is Peter. 
Question. It is not the editor at Rutherford ? 

Answer. No, sir, a farmer at the western end of the cbunty. These parties went down 
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there and confessed their crimes after the Shotwell trial. The Baxters were put in 
prison, two of them for twelve months and the balance of the crowd for six mouths. 
Other parties acknowledged to having committed outrages. I think I heard that one 
of them had boasted at a camp-meeting that he had committed twenty-four of these 
outrages. They confessed to twenty-four, 1 think, not less^ than that, and they were 
discharged ; they were not punished at all. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You mean that was by Judge Bond, the circuit judge ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir; they were discharged, not punished at all. 

Question. And that was before Judge Bond, the United States judge in the circuit 
court ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I am giving an account of it historically. 

Question. I did not know but you were speaking of something before the commis- 
sioner ? 

Anstccr. No, sir ; they were put on trial and plead guilty, and these parties were 
turned loose upon condition that they would implicate others. They were supposed ^o 
know the members of the order, and when Mr. Vest, the United States commissioner, 
was sent to Lincolnton those men were all used as witnesses ; all of them were brought 
there, the Baxter crowd and the Anderson Davis crowd were both brought there, to act 
as witnesses against persons they might swear to as being Ku-Klux. I think that 
some £0 or 90 persons were arrested upon their testimony that they belonged, to the 
order. These men were summoned as witnesses there ; they drew a dollar and a half 
a day as witnesses and were used there for that pitrpose. They brought the Baxters 
out of jail for the purpose ; they were at large during the time Mr. Vest was there, 
some two weeks. I think there were eighty arrests of members belonging to the order, 
and out of that eighty I think some fifty wercbound over upon various pretexts, or 
rather various charges, because many were guilty. Those who had merely belonged to 
the order were discharged, but these seven men who had committed these outrages were 
not punished at all ; and that is the point I desire to make in regard to that, because the 
whole community was indignant at it. Two or three bills were found by the grand 
jury against this Davis for burglary and the most heinous offenses on colored people. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What was the community indignant about? 
, Ansiccr. That these men were not punished. 

Question, Was their indignation at the court for letting them off, or was the indig- 
nation against them for their testimony against others ? 

Anstcc7\ They were indignant that these men were not punished ; it was*tho general 
sentiment of the community that they should have been punished. I desire to say 1 
think Judge Bond was too lenient in that case ; but I do not desire to be understood 
as shielding crime in any way. I think they ought to have been punished, every one 
of them ; but what our people complained of, what the conservative party complained 
of was that those men who had committed these outrages were .turned* loose as wit- 
nesses, and attempts were made through them to implicate parties who were innocent. 
So far as 1 myself was concerned, I believe that they were asked on various occasions 
and inducements were offered to them to lead them to swear that I had been a party 
to some of these violences, which was untrue. So, too, they attempted to implicate 
various other gentlemen who were entirely innocent, merely because they had some 
prominence in the conservative ^jarty. In fact, it Vv'as used as a political persecution 
against these men. 

By Mt. Blair : 

Question. These parties who confessed their crimes and boasted of them, I understand 
you to say were let off without any punishment ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; and they are now witnesses at Raleigh. 

Question. They were used as witnesses against men of some distinction and iirom- 
inence as democrats ? 
Anstve7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. An attempt was made through them to implicate democrats ? 
Anstoer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any of these men whom they released radicals? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; this man Anderson Davis, who had committed more offenses than 
any of them, had been for a long time a leader of the Union League. Ho afterward-i 
joined the order known as Ku-Klux in 1870 and 1871, after it had degenerated into 
a mob of rioters. He joined them and was a common robber. He had committed bur- 
glary and robbery, and ever^^ other crime known to the catalogue. He had formerly 
been a leader among the negroes. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. You do not mean that he was a republican after he joined the Ku-Klux ? 
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Aimcer. No, sir ; but ho is a very loud-raonthed republican now. 

Question, You mean since ho made bis confession and was let off? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I do not think, to do justice to that party, that they are de- 
sirous to receive him. The last time, a man named Beal was arrested, a very respect- 
able niau, aud Davis was brought as a witness, and they brought up three negroes and 
a white man, who swore tliat they would not believe him on oath; and Mr. Vest dis- 
charged the man. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, But thoy arrested seventy or eighty men on his testimony ? 

Amivcr. Yes, sir; the State court was in session at the time the Vest court was, and 
they have found two bills against him for burglary, one conmiitted against a man 
named Ishniael Roberts, a respectable colored man, from whom he took his sugar, and 
coffee, and meat, and even the sheets from his bed, taking them to make his wilb 
clothing. He boasts of it on the streets ; that is, this man named Anderson Davis. 

Question, It is upon the testimony of men of this character that most of those arrests 
have been made up there ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir," I think so, upon these seven men connected with them. Some of 
them are of better character ; they were not all as bad as he was. 

Question, But they were generally such men ? 

Answer, They were men \vho had 'associated wiUi him in these raids. 
Question, It appears that Mr. Plato Durham, who testified before this committee, has 
since been arrested ? 
Ansicq', Yes, sir. 

Question, Will you state the circumstances attending his arrest ? 
Answer. I can only give them to you as he has given them to me. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question, Was he indicted before the circuit court ? 

Answer »Yq8j sir. I was going to say, as you asked for the conduct of these men, there 
is another cause of complaint against these marshals at Lincolnton, that they have ap- 
pointed some very illiterate men as marshals, who were going around selling what 
they called discharges. They will come to a man and say to him, Davis has sworn 
that you belong to the Ku-Klux. Wo don't want to punish you, but wo can make 
some money out of your arrest." They will issue a summons for iho man and bring 
him before the commissioner, and advise him to get two friends to swear that he never 
committed any violence, and then he is discharged. Thereupon they get their fees, 
which amount, in the aggregate, to $10, I brought a little specimen of one of these 
discharges with me, whi<ih I think will give the committee an idea of the character of 
the men selling them out, something like the indulgences sold in Luther's time. 

Question, Read it. 

AnsiV€i\ Itis so badly spelled that I do not know whether I can. It ought to bo 
seen to be appreciated. [Reading from a printed slip as follows :] 

*^ Linconton November the 2 day 1871. 

"This is to surtifi That was Rain By Mea Beefore the u. s. comishuer R. P. 

Vest at the coat Hons in Lincoton of Bein Berlongin to the in viserl Emphire and was 
Dischard of the vilatin of the acct of congress charged in the With in Warren t. This 
2 day of November, 1871. 

"THOS W WOMBLE, D, P. MarsliaU* 

By the Chairalvn : 

Question Do you wish to be understood as conveying the idea in your testimony that 
the defendant charged with this offense paid the deputy marshal for such a discharge? 
Answer. Not for that one. 
Question, For any one ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I do. I will state the facts. I will state one fact that came under 
my observation. Squire Potts, a gentleman living in the eastern end of Lincoln 
County, stated that one of his neighbors liad received one of these discharges in Ra- 
leigh. He had been arraigned before the court down there and got some discharge, I 
think from the district attorney. When Mr. Vest and his marshals came to Lincolnton 
they spoke of rearresting this person, aud he brought this discharge andexhibitetl it to 
the marshal to show that he had been discharged at Raleigh. The marshal told him 
that was not worth— the marshal used a profane expression. He replied that he had 
paid §5 for it at Raleigh. The marshal said it was not worth a — , and used a profane 
expression ; and he could give him one that was worth something; and he tore it up 
and gave him another. 

Question. Were you present ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I received that from Squire Potts. 
Question, Was he present ? 



376 CONDITION OF AFFAIES IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Answer. I do not knoTf whether he was present when it was done or not ; he stated 
it as a fact. 

Question. You do not Imow whether it is true or not ? 

A nstcci\ I do not. , 

Question, You do not know whether he knew it ? 

Ansim\ No, sir ; he stated it as a fact. * 

Question, You do not know whether he was present when it occurred or not ? 

Answer. No, sir j I do not. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. I thought when you first spoke of this discharge that it w^as an original 
paper. I see it is a clipping from a newspaper. From what paper is it taken ? 

Answer. It was published in the Southern Home. I will vouch for its genuineness; 
though I did not communicate it. 

Question, It was published in the Southern Home? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; by a gentleman who got the copy of it and clipped it. It was pub- 
lished by General D. H. Hill, the confederate general. I suppose that is the jwint you 
want to get at ; but I vouch for the correctness of that. 

Question. Did you see the original? 

Anstcer. No, sir; but the gentleman had it that gave it to him; he copied it. I will 
give his name if necessary. « • 

Question. You never saw the original ? 
Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. How then could you vouch for the genuineness of this ? 

Ansivei\ You have allowed me to state information I received. I do not wish to be 
understood as swearing to all these facts as of my personal knowledge, but I can give 
you a histqry tha^t will identify that beyond question. 

Question. I would like you to identify it. 

Ahsiver, I will give you the name of B. C. Cobb, w^ho copied it from the original, 
which is in his possession now. That is the reason I say positively there can be no 
mistake about it, for I know him very well. 

Questimi. You think Mr. T. W. \Vomble^s name was not forged to that original ? 

Answer, No, sir; I know the young man who was given the discharge, Mr. Kuhn, a 
very respectable young man ; and I know Womble too, and it is about consistent with 
the man. 

By the CnAiKiMAN : 

Question, Was he properly discharged ? 
• Ansiver, That is my information. • 

Question, Was it proper to discharge him under the circumstances f 

Ansioer, *As to that, I do not think he ought to have been arraigned. 

Question, You do not 'give this in evidence as one of the cases in which the marshal 
was paid for the discharge ? 

Ansioer. No, sir ; I give that in evidence to show the character of the men who were 
exercising these very extraordinary powers — to show that this kind of men, persons of 
such standing and intelligence, are exercising these extraordinary powers* 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question, Do you state it as a fact that they are now making money out of the people 
of that country in that manner ? 

Answer. There is no doubt about it. I will tell you how they do it. They will bring 
up a man and charge him with being a member of this order. Then they will bring up 
seven witnesses, Davis and his crowd ; they bring them before the commissioner and 
identify this man as belonging to the order. The whole seven of them will prove their 
attendance, at a dollar and a half a day. As soon as they prove their attendance this 
commissioner Scoggins buys it and has it transferred to him, and goes down to Kaleigh 
and collects the money, I get that from the witnesses themselves and from Scoggins^s 
mouth at second hand. That is the way he is making money. He was a poor man ; ho 
is now reputed to be worth considerable money. He has established a large store and 
commenced business upon operations of that kind. 

Question, This, then, is the general character of the arrrests? 

Ansicci\ This Bill Scoggins, one of the marshals, is a notoriously bad character, a 
man who has treated his wife in the most shameful manner, so much so that she has 
had to go back to her own people. Bill Scoggins is a very bad man. I think Andrew 
Scoggins is a tolerably respectable man ; but Bill is a very bad man. He is the one 
who shot Sapaugh and made most of the arrests. He is the same man who knocked 
down Hoffmastcr with a slung-shot. Hs is very violent on all occasions. He goes 
about with two large repeaters insulting the citizens on all occasions, saying he has 
the.soldiers to back him. He threatened to shoot a man for coming up to him and 
asking him a civil question in regard to a prisoner who was a friend of his. He drew 
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a repeater and told him lie would shoot him if he did not leave. The man's name was 
A. S. Haines. 

Question. Is this the character of the proceedinfys had in that section of yonr State 
that you have described, in mentioning Davis and the other crowd? 
Ansxcer. I do not understand the purport of your questioi). 

Question, You have described the arrests and confessions of two several crowds of 
persons who confessed their crimes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who were then used as witnesses against the community at largo? 
Ansxcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Viho were released themselves from punishment, and their testimony taken 
to implicate the community ? 
Answe}'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do I understand you to intend to convey the impression that that is the 
general character of the proceedings in those counties, that men of this low character 
and of violence, men who have perverted the organization 

Answer, I think I understand you now. I will say this, that what is known in our 
county as the Anderson Davis crowd were bad men. The Peter Baxter ci'owd I do not 
think are bad men. I think that Peter Baxter has formerly been a very respectable 
and charitable man. In his former prosperous days he was one of tlie most charitable 
nicn*in the country. I think he led the outrage upon Carpenter when greatly under 
the influence of liquor. I do not think that his general character is bad. 

()Mesfion. Baxter aVid his crowd were punished? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; with twelve and six months' imprisonment. Their punishment 
was lessened on the promise of their divulging all that they knew. So Mr. Baxter 
told me himself. 

Question. The parties implicated by Anderson Davis were men ^viio had been con- 
nected with this crowc> perhaps, but not guilty of any outrages? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; men who had belonged to the order up to about 1870, when 
violence begun. I think at that time nine-tenths of the respectable men who had ever 
had any connection with it left it. I know that when I left it in January, 1870, 1 was 
the cause of disbanding three elans, and my political and personal friends used their 
influence in that direction, and nearly every respectable man left it. Afterward men 
of violent character reorganized it, and it was not the origihal society ; it degenerated 
into a band of robbers, rioters, and lyneh-law men, who deserve the severest punish- 
ment — men for whom I have no apology. 

Question. And all of them were not democrats ? 

Ansiver. Well, they were mixtures of all parties. I had no idea that this Davis gang 
had any polities in it, because they whipped conservative negroes as well as radicals, 
white and black, male and female. They Scourged, and robbed, and plundered 
wherever they desired. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You are speaking specially of the Davis gang ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. State whether it was upon the testimony of such men as the Davis gang 
that all these arrests have been made. 

Answer. Not all, because many were made on the testimony of what is called tW 
Baxter crowd, headed by P. Z. Baxter. These men were tolerably respectable. 
Henry Baxter, his brother, was never in but one raid, and he was under the influence 
of liquor. He is a quiet, good man. I think Henry Baxter is a good man. 

Question, But even the men implicated by the Baxters were men who had simply 
been in the order, but g;uilty of no violence ? 

Ansicer. Most of them ; I cannot say all. General. 1 think the large majority of 
them were men who had never committed any violence at all. 

Question, Give the circumstances under which Mr. Durham was arrested. 

Answe). Well, sir, as to Mr. Durham, about May, I think it was in April or May, 1870, 
I received a letter from Governor Bragg, in Raleigh, dud one of the same import was 
sent to Mr. Durham, asking us to use our influence to disband this organization ; that 
it was understood that they were in our country, and it was charged that it was done 
by the conservative party ; to use our influence in that direction. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Have you that letter ? 

Ansu'cr. No, sir. It is necessary to tell my own connection with it, in order to show 
Mr. Durham's connection with it. I replied that I had already been using all the in- 
fluence I had against it, but I felt afraid myself to come out publicly and denounce 
these men. He asked me to call a public meeting and denounce these men. I wrote 
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to Mm that I was afraid to do it ; that these men -were such bad characters that I did 
not care to incur their displeasure. 

By Mr. Pool: 
Question. At what time was that ? 
A7iswer, April or May. 

Question. When did you sever your connection with it ? 

Answer. February, 1870 ; the last of January or first of February. I had very little 
to do with it in any way, but at that time I notified my Mends and commenced a war 
on it. 

Question. Go on with your statement. 

Answer; About the same time a similar letter was written to Mr. Durham, a promi- 
nent conservative in an adjoining cqunty, I had a conversation with Mr. Durham at 
the spring court, in which we talked this matter over, and he told me he was greatly 
mortified at the conduct of certain parties in his county, and did not know what 
it would come to unless stopped iu some way. I told him I was trying to do all I 
could, and told him of this letter from Governor Bragg. He said he had received 
one also. He said he would do all he could to stop this violence. I knew nothing 
more of it until after Mr. Dnrhiim was indicted. The facts I learned from him were 
these: That just before the Biggerstaff raid he heard of the raid and took i^ine 
of his friends from Shelby to go out to one of the meetings. He wanted them 
as witnesses to what he said in regard to it, and he took tliem along with him 
and went out to a meeting of these parties in order to stop the Justice and Bigger- 
staff raid. He had heard that these raids were to take place, and he made a speech 
on that occasion to one of these clans that met at a place called Cherry Orchard, in 
Cleveland County, in which he told them the danger of these raids and violences, and 
endeavored to induce them to desist from it. After his speech he went home with 
these nine men. He was indicted, and all these nine men were {mt in the same bill of 
indictment, and for that reason he could not use them as witnesses. That was what 
he complained of in that indictment, which I suppose is the fact that General Blair 
wants to get at, that they selected out of those sixty-five men who were present per- 
sons who would swear that Mr. Durham advocated or at least assented to this violence; 
that they also selected those who would swear that the objects of the seclety were to 
commit violence, while he* could not get the benefit of the witnesses he had taken 
there for the purpose, as his witnesses were put in the same bill of indictment, and 
that others were selected to suit the prosecution, the rnouths of his own witnesses 
being shut by putting them in the bill of indictment. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. They selected men like Anderson Davis out of this crowd? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think the witnesses were most of them men of pretty bad char- 
acters. I do not know them personally ; but so he stated. 

Question. The truth is that Mr. Durham went there to prevent violence and took with 
him witnesses of his intent ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. That is Mr Durham's statement to you ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir, and the statement of two or three respectable men who are in this 
indictment. It is the statement of a man named Justice, no relation of the man who 
has figured so conspicuously ; he is a son of Ben Justice, of Cleveland ; he is one of 
the nine men indicted. The other is the sheriff of the county, B, F. Logan, a very 
respectable man. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. Of what county ? 
Answer. Cleveland County. 

By Mr. Blair : ^ 

Question. When I was interrupted by the Chairman in the question, I proposed to ask 
whether .this proceeding was of this character : That Mr. Durham, according to his 
own statement and that of the intelligent men that he took with him for the purpose 
of being witnesses of his action, and who went out under the advice of Governor 
Bragg to prevent violence, whether he and they are all arrested and indicted together 
upon the testimony of some low characters like this man Anderson Davis? 

Ansicci\ I do not know that they are as bad as he was, because I do not know them 
personally ; but they are men of very low character; that is my understanding of the 
whole of them. 

Question. And the more respectable portion of them are continued as defendants, be- 
cause they will Jiot swear to suit the prosecution ? 
Answer. That is his complaint. 
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Question, How many persons Lave been dragged from their homes upon such testi- 
mony and carried down to Raleigh ? 

Answer. I would have to divide that question. Some were taken upon better testi- 
monj', some upon bad. I can, perhaps, approximate how many men have been ar- 
rested, but I cannot say upon what testimony, because a large majority were arrest6d 
in Rutherford and Cleveland. I think five or six hundred have been arrested in the 
three counties, or rather the four counties, Rutherford, Cleveland, Lincoln, and 
Catawba. The operations have just commenced in Gastou County ; there have been 
some few scut to Raleigh from there. Some of these men, though, are bad men, who 
deserve punishment ; and I do not want to be understood as saying that all these men 
do not deserve punishment. A great many of them deservfe the very highest i)unish- 
ment. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. You mean of those arrested ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Their raid on Ramsour was an outrageous affair. He is a sort of 
crazy man. ' 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. It seems, from your statement, that the worst men, V7hen they make con- 
fession, are let off without j)unishment in the hope of implicating men who are not 
criminals ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the charge made, and that it is well founded on the 
facts. 

Question. Within your own knowledge it is well founded ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I give the instances : Wherever a man will go before the com- 
missioners — they call these courts in ouv country " puke courts " — and whenever a 
man will go there and vomit forth all he knows, the viler he gets, and the more he 
tells upon others, the surer he is to be relieved from punishment ; the more he will tell, 
the more likely he is to get off. The idea is to implicate numbers, because the more 
arrests they make the more money they make. That is the experience of these men, 
except the" Baxters, who have been punished and imprisoned. The men who have 
been committing the most violence have been discharged. 

Question. You think the object of this is to make money ? 

Ansiccr. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. Have they also any political object in it ? 

Answer. I cannot say that. I can only tell you the declarations I have of the de- 
tective Bosher. He would arrest eight or ten men and take them down and have them 
discharged. He would say, " Boys, let's go and take drink now ; I have made my 
money out of you," and then they would all take a drink and have a jollification. He 
would state, ''AH my object is to make money aud political capital. I am sent here 
for.that purpose. I don't want you to understand that I am here to make trouble with 
you, only so as to make money and capital for the republican party." He would state 
that on public occasions, that it was to make money for himself and capital for the 
republican party. I will say, in regard to Bosher, that his treatment of his prisoners 
has been very kind. I do not think that he has treated any prisoner unkindly, but 
he would arrest them. Tbey stated that he wrote a letter — it is stated in the prints^ 
that there was nb necessity for military force ; that he had already arrested thirty by 
himself, and that he would go out by himself, go to the corn-shuckings and arrest four 
or five and bring them in aud have them discharged, and they would have a jollifica- 
tion after he made his money. The men would come in, numbers of them. The court 
there has got to be a matter of ridicule ; if a fellow will come in and pay enough he 
can get out. As to Mr. Vest, I will say for him, as commissioner, that I do not know 
of his arresting any one except upon proper afiQdavit. 

By the Chair]\la.x : 
Question. What court do you refer to, from which men get out by paying ? 
Answer. I refer to Scoggins' court. I think that stinks in the nostrils of all good 
men. I think Mr. Vest in issuing warrants exercised ordinary prudence. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Scoggins lives in the same town with Judge Logan? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir; he has a sort of traveling court, going from Rutherford to Lincoln 
and Gaston. 

Question.. He lives in the same county with Judge Logan? 
Ansiver. I think so ; I do not know exactly where he lives. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. Is Logan active in these prosecutions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j I think he is the power behind the throne in all of it. I know that ' 
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he has taken witnesses to his house and offered them inducements to swear things that 
I think he knew were false when he did so. 

Question. When these i>artie3 are carried to Raleigh, how are the juries formed ? 

Ansxcer. I do not know anything ahont that, except what I saw in the newspapers. 

Question. Have you spoken with any of the parties who had been down there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have had numbers of clients there. 

Question. Have you seen respectable men, attorneys, who have been there in attend- 
ance on the courts ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard from them the particulars of the manner in which the 
juries are formed and the trials conducted ? 

Ansiver. '1 have heard them make statements just about in character with the speeches 
of Judge Fowle and Governor Bragg, at the opening of the session. 

Question. What statements ? 

Ansiver. My information is-^ — , but it may be incorrect ; I do not desire to do injus- 
tice to any one 

Question. State what ydu believe, antl only what you believe. 

Answer. I understood there were four democrats out of the panel that was summoned. 
Question. The grand jury ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; four on the whole panel. My understanding is there were two dem- 
ocrats on the petit jury only, a man named Charles, and a man from DavieSj whose 
name I have forgotten. The balance of the jury were all republicans, mostly men of 
violent party feelings. 

By Mr. Waddell : 

Question. Do you mean the jury that tried the prisoners, or the entire array ? 

Answer. I mean that two democrats were on the petit jury and two on the gl'and 
jury; that is my understanding. The United States, under the statutes, I believe, has 
a right to challenge four persons for the prosecution, and the complaint was that these 
democrats could have been taken off by that challenge whenever necessary, so as to 
leave the jury of an entire partisan character; but in justice to the other party it is 
right for me to state that Mr. Phillips did not challenge those two democrats in what 
is known as the Shotwell and Owens trials. I understood, however, that the reason 
was this, that the defendants had a right to try severally, and there being two hundred 
of them, they could have prolonged the court indefinitely, and they proposed that if he 
would not challenge these men they would agree to try jointly, and said that if he 
would challenge they would proloug the trials. Judge Bond held that they had a 
right to sever the trials, but only a joint challenge of the jury. I think the United 
States statute gives a challenge of ten for the defense, and Judge Bond held that thdt 
must be a joint challenge ; that all the persons indicted in one bill would have the 
right to challenge the ten. The defense contended' that each defendant had the right 
to challenge ten, but Judge Bond held that against them, though he held that they 
had the right to sever. When* Mr. Phillips proposed that they should not sever, but 
try jointly, and he would allow the two democrats to stay, they agreed to it. That is 
the way they worked it. I got that from Mr. Carson, of Rutherford, who was an. at- 
torney in the case. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. For the prisoners ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 
By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In the other case were any democrats allowed to sit ? ^ 
Answer. I do not know ; I do not think but two cases were tried ; that is the Shot- 
well raid on Justice, and the Owens raid on Biggerstaff. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. There were only two jury trials ? 

Ansiver.^ Yes, sir, only two ; the rai d on Justice, and the raid on Aaron Biggerstaff. 
I state this as I received it from Mr. Carson and 'other attorneys who were present. 

By 'Mr. Blair : 

Question. I believe that region of country in which you live is adjacent to that por- 
tion of South Carolina which has been put under martial law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Gaston County is in North Carolina, and borders upon York County, 
South Carolina ; the line runs between them. 

Question. Have there been any arrests made in any of the counties in North Carolina 
adjacent to South Carolina by the military authorities without warrant, and the pris- 
oners taken into South Carolina ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I suppose you refer to the case of Allen Pettis. I see it is Bettis 
in the prints, but his name is Pettis. I know the gentleman very well. He is a prom- 
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inent man in Cleveland County, chairman of the board of commissioners of Cleveland 
County. While I was at Gaston court a few weeks ago I saw several gentlemen from 
that county who told me the military authorities had come up from York district, 
South Carolina, and arrested Mr. Pettis, and refused him hail. I know that in Gaston 
County, at Dallas, the county seat, where I was at court a few weeks ago, there is a 
military post and thirty or forty soldiers, and they were going out every day and searching 
houses without warrant for persons who had fled from York district, going througli 
every part of the houses. The lieutenant was boasting of it in the hotel where several 
gentlemen stopped. I heard him speak of it. He said he had said if they did not tell 
he would punish them, and they had given him information under these threats. 

By Mr. Pool : 
Question. What is the name of that lieutenant ? 
Answer. Lieutenant Green. 
Question. Of the United States Army ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He stated that a certain man had promised him certain informa- 
tion, and when he went there he did not give it to him ; that he then took him and 
told him if he did not do it ho would do certain' things, made some threat, and the fel- 
low then told him all he wanted. He was laughing about it in the hotel hall or parlor. 
He is, a young man. The next week he was relieved by another lieutenant, a man of 
more years, and, I think, of more discretion. He seemed a very prudent man, 
but I understood the week after that, that Green had been reinstated. The citizens 
were complaining of Green, and my last information was that he had been reinstated. 
This lieutenant that succeeded Green was applied to by Scoggins for troops to conduct 
, prisoners up to Rutherford County, and over to the Central Railroad, which would have 
loeen a circuitous route of about seventy miles, and this lieutenant was very angry and 
cursed him all to pieces in the public square, so that he attracted a crowd. Ho tojd 
him that he was then within six miles of a railroad station, and he was trying to cheat 
the Government out of mileage by taking the men seventy miles around when he was 
within six miles of a station, and he refused to give Scoggins any troops to send these 
men over. The next week I understood that this lieutenant was removed and Green 
sent back. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Because he refused to allow the Government to be swindled by Scoggins ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; when ho was within six miles of a railroad station. Owing to 
that difficulty he was removed for a while and Green sent back. I was not acquainted 
with either of them. 

Question. Yon say Green was making arrests without warrant ? 

Ansivei\ He was searching the houses ; I did not hear of his making any arrests. 

Question. Did he have any warrant for the arrest of these parties ? 

Answer. No, sir 'j I understood not. 

Question. Do you know under what authority he was q^cting? • 
Ansiver. No, sir. One case of extreme violence was, he went to the house of an old 

man named Craig, sixty or seventy years old, at 12 o^clock at night, in search of Dr. 

Hunter, a relation of Craig, They surrounded the house and searched it in the night. 
Question. What violence did he commit ? 

Answer. None upon the family, except going through the house in the night, search- 
ing through the private apartments. 

Question. Did he go into the bed-rooms ? 
*Ansicei\ Well, sir, I just heard that he ransacked the house. I did not hear that he 
went particularly into one place or another. One gentleman came and consulted mo 
about it, the son of old man Craig, and I told him to go down and get the facts, and I 
would report him to Governor Caldwell about it ; I knew him personally, very well ; 
but Mr. Craig came back and said they had not committed any violence upon his 
father's family personally, and he would prefer to let the matter go quietly rather than 
to incur the displeasure of the military. 

Question. He preferred to submit to this illegal and unjust conduct rather than incur 
the displeasure of the military authorities ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. * * 

Question. This man Pettis was actually captured? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; he is in jail now. 

Question. Captured by the military ? 

Answer^ Yes, sir. 

Question. Without a warrant ? 

Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Waddell: 

• Question. I think the newspapers stated yesterday that he had been release^'* 
Ansiver. Well, I do not know ; if he has it has been siuce I left. 
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By Mr. Blair: 
Question. Ho was carried off from Nortli Carolina? 
Answei'. Yes, sir ; to South Carolina. 

Question. Do yon know whether any violence was used toward him ? 
Ansiccr. I do not ; I did not hear the particulars ; I did not hear that there was any 
unnecessary violence used in making the arrest. 

Question. What officer of the Army, if you know, was it that arrested him ? 
Ansiver. I do not know ; I did not hear that'. He was a South Carolina officer. 
Question. That is, he belonged to the troops stationed in South Carolina? 
Answer. Yes, sir; so I understood. 

Question. One of those who are there administering martial law in that State? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And extending his own jurisdiction into North Carolina? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Waddell : 
Question. How far is the county beat.from South Carolina? 
Answer. The county seat is Shelby. 
Question. How far is that from South Carolina? 

Answer. I think it is some thirty miles. I think it is about fifteen miles from the 
South Carolina line to Yorkvillo, and fifteen miles this side of the line to Air. Pettis's 
house. 

' By Mr. Pool : 

Question, You were asked how far from the South Carolina line ? 
Ansicer. It is thirty miles from York to Shelby, and I think Mr. Pettis's house is ten 
ot fifteen miles from the State line. 

By Mr. Blair : 
Question. He is a well-known citizen of North Carolina? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; has been living there for years. 
Question. An officer of the county ? 

.Ansivei\ Yes, sir ; chairman of the board of commissioners, and as respectable a man 
as there is in the State. 

Question. Do yon know the allegation against him ? ' 

Ansiuer. Only from the newspapers. They charge him with being in some way ac- 
cessory to the murder of a colored man named Roundtree, in York district, or county, 
as it is called under the new regulation. 

Question. When did that murder take place? 

Ansivei: Well, it has been a good while ago ; eighteen months or two years ago. 

Question. It was prior to either of the acts of Congress giving jurisdiction to the 
United States courts ? 

Answer. I will not say that I do not know it; I just heard that it was a) good while 
ago. I cannot state with accuracy. 

Question. It was prior to this late act of Congress giving the President authority to 
declare martial law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; prior to the Ku-Klux bill. 

^Mcsfi07i. Long prior to that? 

Ansxvcr. I think so ; a good while. I heard of it, I know, a good while ago. I heard 
of the Roundtree murder at the time, but beiug in another State, I did not charge my 
mind with it then, and I cannot say when it was. 

Question. It is stated by my colleague, Mr. Waddell, that in some newspaper it has 
been said that the offense alleged against him was that he loaned a horse to some 
South Carolina man. 

Answer. I did not hear that ; I did not see that statement. 

Question. What has been the effect of this wholesale proceeding there, Scoggins and 
company making these arrests ? Has it had any political effect to the advantage of 
the radicals ? 

Answer. O, yes, sir ; I think so. I think it has been a very potent engine for the 
party. 

Question. Do yon think it has been used for that purpose as well as for the purpose 
of robbing the people of money ? 

Answer. I can only tell you from the declarations of these men that they were using 
it for that purpose. I did not talk to Boshcr or Vest either. I was only in the court 
five minutes on professional business. I got these facts from persons in the court who 
were arrested. 

Question. Did you get these statements from persons who had been arrested ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, from numbers of them. 

Question. Did they state that they had heard these men declare that it was for mak- 
ing money and politipal^capital ? 
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Anstcei', Yes, sir. Bosher, I understood, made tliat statement very often. He is the 
cliief marshal. Ho is a United States detective and was at Raleigh. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Are you a native of the State of North Carolina ? 
Ansivcr, I am ; I was born and raised in Lincolnton. 
Question. What is your age ? 

Ansxver. I was born in 1835; I am thirty-six years old. 

Question, Have yon resided all your life in that county of Lincoln ? 

Jnsiver. No, sir ; I practiced law from 1857 to 1861 in Gaston ; a little over three 
years in Dallas^ Gaston County. I after wartl moved back, however. 

Question. Yon have practiced law in Lincolnton from 1861 to this time ? 

Answer. Yes» sir. I only practice in fonr counties: Cleveland, Catawba, Lincoln, and 
Gaston ; and I practice irregularly in IMecklenbnrgh. I have cases there that I gen- 
erally get gentlemen to attend to, as they conflict with my other courts. 

Question. Were you in the confederate service during" the war? * 

Answer. No, sir ; I believe I was a commissary for about three months. I resigned 
that position, and was elected to the secession convention in 1861. I was elected to 
fill the vacancy of IMr. Lander's position. 

Question. Have you occupied any public position since then ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir ; I have been banned— not allowed to occupy any. 

Question. I mean during th^ rebellion. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was receiver under the confiscation laws I was in that position 
after the convention adjourned. 

Question. In which of these counties that you have named were you taken into this 
organization which you speak of having joined in 1868 ? 

Ansicer. Gaston County. 

Question. By whom were you taken into it ? * 

Answer. I wish you, gentlemen, would not press me for these things upon my impres- 
sion, though I will give them to you if you press me ; but I will state my rejfsons for 
asking to be relieved from it. Those parties I know have never committed any violence, 
and I know they have used their influence against it. I know the organization I joined 
has never committed any violence. I have inquired of those gentlemen frequently ; 
and now, if their names are made i)ublic, it will subject them to a persecution by 
Scoggins and others. 

Question. I propose to press the inquiry if the committee sustain mo, and I put the 
question, by whom were you initiated into the organization ? 
Answer. I was initiated by a man named John G. Lewis. 
Question. What rank did ho hold in the organization ? 
Answer. I do not know, positively, what. 
Question. Did he tell you ? 

Answer. He told me he was an officer, but what sort of an officer I do not know. It 
was not in a regular meeting that I was initiated. It was at night. I had made a 
speech in the conservative club, and after that I was asked to join this organization by 
several parties, and did join it then. 

Question. Name them, all of them. 

Answer. I do not know that I can name them, I cannot say which one asked me to 
join ; there v/as a crowd there. , 

Question. Name any you remember. 

Ansu'cr. This man Lewis had the conversation with me. 

Question. How many persons were present when you were initiated ?• 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot tell you ; the men were in disguise. I thinks as near as I 
can remember, that there were some six or eight. 

Question. Name them. 

Answer. I did not know them from Adam. I did not know a man present, not a man. 
Question. You do not know them, then ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never learned since who they were ? 

Ansn'a\ No, sir; I did not know a man present on that occasion, I was not present 
five minutes when it occurred. 

Question. What was the form of disguise ? 

Answer. I do not know whether I can describe it. I think they had on red gowns 
and masks ; that is my recollection about it. I do not know whether they had any- 
thing else or not. I was present about five minutes while tbat oath was administered, 
and immediately left. That is the last meeting I ever was in. 

Question. What was the name of the organization ? 

Answer. AVhcn I joined it? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. They did not give me any name at all ; I did not hear any name, but I think 
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it was the Invisible Empire j I heard afterward that that was the name of the organi- , 
zation. • , 

Question, You are satisfied that is the name of the organization you did join at that 
time ? 

Answer, I think so. 

Question. Repeat to us, as near as you can, the obligation you took. 

Answer. 1 cannot do it except by refreshing my memory by that -paper. I have not 
a copy of it, and I cannot tell you from memory, but I think that those are the words 
of it as near as I can recollect. I think the first obligation of it was that wo were in 
favor of constitutional liberty as handed down to us by our forefathers. I think the 
idea incorporated was that we were opposed to the amendments to the Constitution. 
I desire to explain in regard to that, that it was not to be — at least I did not intend 
by that that it should be — forcible resistance, but a political principle. I understood it 
to be merely the incorporation of the democratic platform of 1868, the platform upon 
which Seymour and Blair were running. It was the incorporation of those i^rinciples. 
It was explained to me as nothing more than a declaration of political principle. I 
desire to explain another part ol it. The latter part of that oath says to sufler the 
penalty of death. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. For divulging ? 

Answer, Yes. That was evidently written by a Masons This explanation of that 
was made to me — not that a man should be punished with death who divulged these 
secrets, but that rather than divulge them he would suffer death. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You did not read the penalty of the obligation when it was administered ? 
Ansive7\ I did not read it at all ; it was administered verbally. 
Question. The obligation or the penalty of the oath you refer to reads in this way : 
" Any member divulging, or causing to be divulged, any of the foregoing obligal^lons 
shall meet the fearful penalty and traitor's doom^ which is death, death, death." 
Ansicei\ I do not know whether it was repeated or not. 

Question. As a lawyer, do you see any explanation that could bo given to you of that 
obligation which would satisfy you that it was not intended that he should meet the 
penalty of death ? 

Answer, I do, sir. 

Question. That would be against the plain language of the obligation, would it not ? 

Answer. I explain to you the reason 1 give for that. I say I believe that was writ- 
ten by a Mason; and I say that that explanation was given to me. I am a member of 
the Masonic order. That explanation was given to me ; that is all I can say. I do 
not know whether any gentleman here is a Mason ; but if he is he will understand 
this. That is the explanation I received. The fact is, it was done in a momeht of ex- 
citement when I joined it, and against my own judgment. After I joined it I was 
ashamed of it, and never was in a meeting afterward. I was never back. There 
never has been a moment since that I did not regret it. I will state that frankly. 

Question. You have stated that there was a constitution given in this paper. Is that 
the constitution of the organization you joined? 

Ansicer, I do not know. 

Question, Were you informed that there was a constitution ? 
Answer. I was. 

Question, Did you never have access to it ? 

Answer, No, sir. I will explain what I know about the constitution. I think about 
1869 I saw some two or three clauses of that constitution, and I will tell you how I 
saw it. When it was talked of organizing, or when some violence Was committed in 
Lincoln County, a few of our friends, conservatives there, proposed that we should 
form a secret organization for the purpose of controlling these things ; not a Ku-Klux 
organization, but that we should organize to effect a disbandment of these parties 
and to check this violence by our personal influence'; and, inquiring at that time about . 
these organizations, some one gave me a paper which stated the officers necessary, and 
I think, perhaps, one or two portions of that constitution were given to me ; but I 
think it covered only about a page of foolscap paper. I destroyed that, and I cannot 
remember it. I am certain that I never saw any part of it that even remotely au- 
thorized any violence. 

Question. From what you learned of it do you believe that this constitution, which 
purports to be a constitution of the organization in South Carolina, was substantially 
the same as that adopted in North Carolina ? 

Answer. It is necessary to answer that question a little at length. I think that the 
organization that commenced in Gaston County, in 1868, was an off-shoot of the organ- 
ization in South Carolina. I think so on account of the oath j I cannot say in regard 
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• to the constitution, because I do not know, and I do not believe tliat tlie organizations 
in Kortli Carolina were the same in any one county. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. You mean that they were different in different counties? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. I will report myself on this point that I may not be misappre- 
hended. I have taken some occasion since these matters have come up to find out by 
inquiry the origin of these societies, and I reduced what I have to say on that subject 
to writing before I left home, which I will now give you, as follows : 

Origin of the Invisible Empire. — ^There have been various opinions about it, be- 
cause it seems that it was produced by different causes in different communities, and 
its results were correspondingly varied, I do not think, as far as my observation and 
information goes, that there was any uniformity of understanding about it, or that 
there was any connecting system between the different counties where they prevailed ; 
every county seemed to bo independent in its organization, and, as far as I know, there 
was no State organization, and in Lincoln and Catawba there never was even a 
county organization. As far as ever I could learn, every Klan seemed to be independ- 
ent, nor did I ever learn from whence they obtained authority to organize. I en- 
deavored to ascertain this fact in 1869, or first of 1870, but could not do it. I can only 
therefore give you such limited information as I received when I found it and what I 
supposed then to be its objects and purposes. When I first heard of it in 1868, the 
republican party was gaining great numbers to its ranks through the instrumentality 
of the Leagues, Red Strings, and Heroes of America. They had a newspaper at Greens- 
borough, edited by one Tourgee, now holding the office of judge, called the " Red String," 
which was devoted to the dissemination of these secret orders. A great many igno- 
rant white men were attracted to them, and I was informed that this " Invisible Em- 
pire," whose name I did not know then, was gotten up as a counteracting movement 
to these republican societies. I refused at first, on account of my well-known opposi- 
tion to. secret political societies, to join it, until I was led to believe that it was the 
only effectual way to defeat the other political party. The obligation as repeated to 
me was simply a declaration of those principles which I openly espoused, and I hon- 
estly thought then, and do now, that the original purpose of those who initiated me 
was to promote party interests in a lawful way, but it either became perverted or 
they were mistaken in its objects, for it degenerated into a mob of rioters and ma- 
rauders who plundered and abused friend and foe alike, sparing neither party nor sex. 
It became a dangerous and fearful conspiracy against society, and was fortunately 
broken up by its exposure, though I believe that it would soon have been crushed by 
a union of all parties against it, even if there had been no Federal interference. I 
think that where it wa^ not controlled by prudent men and violence put down, 
good men left it, or only nominally adhered to it from fear to denounce it. But in 
some localities, where the legitimate object was kept in view and no violence was done, 
that many good men adhered to it until it was made a crime to belong to a secret po- 
litical society. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, That is the answer you wish to make to^the question put to you in regard 
to your belief as to whether this constitution which you have produced as applicable , 
to the organization in South Carolina is substantially the constitution that governed 
the organization in North Carolina ? 

Aiisicer, I cannot say anything about that constitution in North Carolina. 

By IStr, Blair : 

Question. Do you know anything about the South Carolina organization ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; but I understood the chairman to ask me not only with regard to 
that constitution, but if the society in North Carolina was not odgbiated and founded 
upon that. I give this as what I understood to be the origin of the society. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, I am following the line of your examination. You gave this as the consti- 
tution, I understood ? 

Answer, I expressly told you that I did not know about that constitution. 

Question. You stated that the oath here given as the one administered in South Caro- 
lina is substantially the one you took in North Carolina ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. I ask you whether this constitution, which is given as the constitution in 
South Carolina, also governed the society in North Carolina? 

Answer, I cannot give any opinion about it ; I know, nothing about that constitu- 
tion. 

Question. I ask if you desire the obligation which you have identified as substantially 
the one you took to be incorporated in your testimony? 

25 N 0 
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Amtoer, Yes, sir; I incorporate that, and I incorporate this answer which I have . 
just given as my idea of the origin of the society. 
Question. What time in 1868 were you initiated ? 
Ansicer. I think it was in October, sir. 
Question. Pending the presidential election of 1868? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there no explanation given to you of the means by which the objects 
of this order were to be accomplished ? 

Anstver. Never ; it was represented to me as a political society to promote the inter- 
ests of the party. A great many men were joining the Leagues and other secret socie- 
ties of the republican party. They had three. The idea was that these men would be 
attracted into the democratic society as well as into the republican societies. The idea 
was to keep them from these other societies. 

Question. These three organizations in opposition to which this one was organized 
you understood to be all in the interests of the republican party f 
^ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not the organization called the Heroes of America organized in the 
State during the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and Governor Holden was the head of it afterward, and issued 
various orders to it — he and a man named Henderson. William F. Henderson, I think, 
was the head of the Heroes of America. Tourgee, I think, waa the head man of the Red 
Strin gs ; I replied to him in a speech 

Question. Who was the head of the Invisible Empire ? 

Ansicer. I do not know. 

Question. Have you not the same knowledge of that that you have of the head of 
the Red Strings? 

Answer. 1 never heard that there was a State organization, or anything higher than 
a county organization. 

Question. Who was the head of that county organization ? 

Answer. I never heard of them but in two counties. 

Question. I ask as to Gaston County, in which you were initiated. 

Answer. I know only by hearsay ; it has been stated in the papers that there was a 
man named Grier. 

Question. Did you ever hear from a member of the organization ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have understood that Mr. Grier was at the head of it in Gastoa 
County. 

Question. Give us his full name. 

Answer. Calvin E. Grier, 

Question. Where does he live now ? 

Ansicer. In Mecklenburgh County. 

Question. What is his occupation ? 

Answer. A lawyer, a young lawyer, never in much practice. 

Question. As a member of the organization yourself, and from information derived 
from other members, do you give it as your belief that he was the head of the organi- 
zation, in Gaston County ? 

Answer. 1 will not say I believe it entirely, I can give the reason why I thought 
he might be the chief. He told me in 1869 he had been requested to act as chief, 
of the county by some of the more prudent members of the society, with a view 
to control the violence being committed, as they thought that if they had an 
organization with a head to it who was a man of respectability, that an order issued 
by him would stop this violence in the county, and he had been requested to act as 
such ; but he told me he had great reluctance in accepting the position. I told him it 
was a matter entirely discretionary with himself, and as a very responsible matter, I 
could not advise him in it ; but 1 thought that if he could prevent this violence it was 
his duty and the duty of every good man to do it. It was after that that these barn- 
burnings occurred. There was a public meeting called in Gaston County, to compro- 
mise the difficulties between the Leagues and the Invisible Empire or Ku-Klux. Mr. 
Grier made a ]Dublic speech on that occasion against all violence, at which all parties 
were present, and he incurred the displeasure of some of the violent men of the party 
in that organization. I think after that Mr. Grier had no more to do with the organi- 
zation. Thab is what I gather from general information among the members of the 
order; but I think at that time he was the head of the order — that is my belief 
about it. 

Question, What time did you have that conversation with him, and what was the time 
at which you think he was was the nominal head in the county ? 

Ansicer. 1 think he Was called upon to act as the nominal chief of the county in the 
fall or winter of 1868; that his speech was made in January or February. Wait a 
moment ; it was in the fall of 1869, 1 think, that he was called upon. This speech was 
made the night after the burning that I alluded to of these bams in Gaston. There 
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-Tvas a public patrol of the whole county ; everybody was out watching their bams. 
That was in January, 1870, I think. 

Question. From the time ho was called upon in 1869 you believe that he was the 
nominal head of the order in Gaston County ? 

Answ€i\ Yes, sir. 

Question, What specific outrages had occurred in the county to which attention had 
been called, and which he wishe<l to stop by issuing an order? 

Answer. Well, sir, as stated, after Hutfstetter's and Peterson's houses were burned, 
about October, there were some violences committed upon colored people, who were 
charged with having been connected with this incendiarism and other crimes, I do not 
know what ; I was only twice a year in the county. In October, when I had this con- 
versation with Grier, I was in attendance on the fall term of court, which was about 
the time the violences were committed. This did not stop, though Mr. Grier told me 
he would endeavor to do all he could. I do not know whether he accepted or not. I 
left. I had to attend the probate court in January. While I was there the barns were 
burned, and he made this speech. 

Question. It was assumed between you that there was a head in the county, and that 
that head could, by an order, stop this violence ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How many whippings had there been ? 

Answer. I do not wish to say that he could do it, but that he would attempt to do it. 
Question, How many whippings had there been before that time ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you, not to give a matter of dates ; perhaps four or five. 
Question, Had there been any persons killed ? 

Answer, No, sir. Well, yes ; there was one person killed, near King's Mountain gold 
mine. I do not know whether it was in York district or Gaston. A raid was commit- 
ted on a negro named Quinn. They fired on him in the house and shot a negro womau. 
I think that was in Gaston. K so, it is the only one in our part of the country. 

Question, I am not speaking of the whole time, but confining it to the period of 
wluch you spoke. 

Ansivei\ I cannot confine my statement or recollection to three months of time. 

Question, We have now got whom you believe was the head of the organization in 
Gaston County. Who was the head of it in the county in which you live ? 

Ansicer, None. I do not think there ever was any chief there. I never heard of any. 
It has been charged that I was ; but it is false. 

Question. According to your statement, in the latter part of 1869 you and Mr. Grier 
conferred together as members of this order ? 

Answer. Noj sir ; he came to me as a personal friend and asked my advice. 

Question. Did you not recognize each other as belonging to this organization ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he knew I belonged to it ; but the conversation was with him as a 
personal friend. He was a young lawyer — I may say a 'prot4g4 of mine, and came to 
consult me as a friend. 

^w^sfion. And as a member of the organization? 

Answer', No, sir. 

Question. He knew you were a member, and he was one ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir ; but he did not consult me as a member 

Question. How many persons in Lincoln County did you recognize as members of that 
organization ? 

Ansicer. I never was at a meeting in Lincoln County ; never had any connection 
with it whatever in Lincoln County, except as I have stated to you about those con- 
sultations at my office. Well, sir, I do not know how many. I am trying to think of , 
what I know ; but I have heard so much that it is hard for me to distinguish between 
what I have heard and know. I do not think that I know more than twenty -five or 
thirty in the county who have ever told me they belonged to it. 

Question. Did you recognize that many as menabers of the organization f 

Ansicer, No, sir ; I do not think I ever recognized or had conversation with more than 
twelve or fifteen, but those gentlemen have consulted me professionally, and I have 
ascertained nearly all of this ]^rofessionally since these troubles have come out. 1 have 
been consulted by these men,"who have stated to me that they belonged to it some 
time ago, and asked me what was their position. 

Question, I want the names, if you can give them, of all the persons. 

Answer, I decline to give those who communicated with me professionally. 

Question, I want the names of the members of the order in Lincoln county. 

Mr. Blair. The witness states that what he knows about it was communicated to 
him professionally. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Avoiding those who communicated with yon professionally, give us the 
others, in the first place. 
Ansicer, Well, sir, I do not know anybody since February, 1870. I could give you 
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names, perhaps, of eight or ten, but I would like very much to bo excused from doing 
so, because those I knew were those who left when I did. 
Question. That will be to their credit. 

Anaiver, Yes, sir j but it will subject them to a military persecution, and I would like 
to be excused from telling it. Another reason is this, a prolessional reason : These gen- 
tlemen, if I am arrested, will be my witnesses to prove that I did leave the organiza- 
tion then, and if I divulge their names they can be easily put in a bill of indictment 
with me, and thus the month of my whole defense will be shut. 

Question. Do you decline to give the names ? 

Answer. I decline, if it can be done. I at least make an appeal to the generosity of * 
the committee on that ground, which I think is fair and gentlemanly. You, i^erhaps, 
do not appreciate our position down there. To be suspected there is to be arrested and 
dragged down to Raleigh, which would cost a man a considerable amount of money, 
and I do not feel able to incur those expenses. I do not want to be deprived of my tes- 
timony in that way, as I think Mr. Durham has been, unjustly. I have no doubt the 
political persecution will be the same with me as it was with him. 

Question. That may be one inconvenience resulting from having gotten into such an 
organization. Our j)urpose now is to get such information as will enable Congress to 
so legislate as to secure life, person, and property in y'our country. 

Answer. Well, sir, there have been no outrages committed since the Ku-Klux bOl in 
our county. 

Question. It is no greater inconvenience than some persons have suffered from the 
Ku-Klux. 

Answer. But I hope you do not charge me with that. 

Question. Great inconveniences have occurred to individuals from the acts of that 
organization. 

Answer. And I think the men who established the Union Leagues and the Heroes of 
America are primarily responsible for it. 

Question, They ougiEit to be held responsible if they have countenanced violence or 
committed it. 

Answer. But they do these things with impunity, when I will be arrested and im- 
prisoned. ' 

Que^ion. I ask for the names. ' 

Answer. If the committee say I shall give them, I can only appeal to their generosity 
as gentlemen ; but if they say I must do it, I will do it. I hoped I would be spared 
that. I am perfectly willing to tell you everything in the world about myself; I con- 
ceal nothing whatever. I disapproved of this violence as much as any man. I have 
condemned it as much as any man. I have done as much as any man or more than 
any man of the other party to check it, because I was in a political position to do it. I 
have been thanked publicly and privately by men of the other party for using iny in- 
fluence to do it, and I know that I have political enemies now who seek to use every- 
thing against me ; and I have no doubt they have sent these questions here for the 
purpose of my political persecution, because the gentlemen of the republican party 
know 

Question. I am not putting a question to you that has been sent to me by anybody. 
I am conducting this inquiry in accordance with the duty imposed upon me in this 
committee. I regret that there are not more men in North Carolina of your stamp, in 
order to save us this investigation. 

Answer. But you give as a reason for putting the question that the object of this 
question is to make life safe there, and to settle society— to secure the peace of society. 
Now these men have all of them used their influence as I have, every one of them. 
Not one of these gentlemen ever had any connection with violence, remotely or indi- 
rectly. They are gentlemen of high standing, and I know that they will be subjected 
to arrest if their names are divulged now. I know those gentlemen have used their 
influence in favor of peace and order. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. Has there been any of this violence in your county at all I 
Answer. Since the Ku-Klux bill ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir. There was one offense committed on Saturday night, the night the 
bill passed, but there never has been one in our town. I have heard of three raids to 
be committed in our town, and I took it on myself to saddle my horse and send a gen- 
tleman out to stop it, and did it. I hjive used my influence in every way to do it, and 
these gentlemen have co-operated with me iu this work. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. It is very much to thMir credit. 

Answer. While it is to their credit here, it would not be to their advantage there. 
Question. I do not wish to enter info an argument with you. 
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Amicer. I desired to give my reasons for it, ^ I can only make an appeal to the gen- 
erosity of the gentlemen here, who will appreciate our position in the South, 
Question. I have no personal feeling about it. 

Answer. If any man has committed violence, I will tell all I know on him. I have 
prosecuted these men as much as any one else, where necessary. I hope this will not 
be pressed, but still I will not bo contumacious. 

The Chairman. The question is before the committee, and it is for the committee to 
determine whether they require an answer. 

Mr. Pool. I suppose the witness would not refuse to give the names of those who 
committed violence. 

The Witness. I do not know one who did. 

Mr. Waddell. I hope ho will give the names. 

Mr. Blair. Let him give the names, if he sees proper, to the chairman, but not have 
them taken down and published in the testimony. 

The Witness. I hoped I would be excused from doing so, but if you press me I wf ll 
do so. T know how it is with those gentlemen. It is different there from what it is here. 
If those gentlemen were before a tribunal composed of such men as I see around me 
here, there would be no danger, but when subjected to a court like Scoggins's, to be 
persecuted, gentlemen do not desire that their names should be known, because they 
have arrested numbers and numbers of men, just as innocent as those, and put them to 
much cost and trouble. These are gentlemen whom I would like should not be sub- 
jected to this. I can swear that these gentlemen never, to my knowledge, had anything 
in the most remote degree to do with violence, and, with all due deference, I cannot 
see how the publication of their names would tend to make life safer in the community 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question, In regard to that trouble as to jointly indicting them, suppose they would 
sever ? 

Answer. Still they could not be witnesses ; that is the rule in our courts. The supreme 
court of North Carolina have even gone so far as to decide, under our statute, where 
one defendant had submitted and thejudgment was suspended, and the trial of the co- 
defendants came on at a subsequent term of the court, that the defendant who had 
submitted was not a competent witness for him, because judgment had not been pro- 
nounced upon him. 

Question, Has there not been a biU introduced in the North Carolina legislature to 
allow men to swear in such cases ? 

Answer, I think there has, to give men the opportunity of examining their co-defend- 
ants. I have understood that there wiis such a bill introduced. 

By Mr, Blair: , 

Question, The rule of the United States court is the same as of the State courts? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but here is the difficulty : they may say that this is an ex post facto 
law, which changes the law of evidence, though it is for the benefit of the defendant. 

I By Mr. Pool : 

Question, The ex post facto is entirely for the benefit of the defendant? 
, Answer, I do not know how that would be ruled. Judge Bond is a very good lawyer, 
and an excellent judge ; but suppose he took the view of it that the co-defendants were 
just as competent for the State as the defendant, and the defendant might object to it, 
that would make it less easy for him to niake his defense. 

Mr. Poland. I think the testimony of this witness, instead of criminating those men, 
would tend to exculpate them. 

By the Chairman: 

Question, A sufficient number of members of the committee have expressed their opinion 
to show that you are required to answer. Please give the names. 

Answer. The only gentlemen I positively know who belonged to that order are gentle- 
men who consultted me at my office. They are all gentlemen who lived in the town of Liu- 
colnton. The way I came to know them was in consultation for this very purpose. We 
intended to organize a society and met together for that purpose, but did not succeed 
in doing so on account of this violence, and disbanded. Well, sir, to give their names, 
Amos Morris was one, Benjamin Sumner was another, Peter Summey was another : also, 
B. C. Cobb, and J. R. Better, 

Question. Those are the gentlemen who met with you at your office to prevent this 
violence that occurred ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Are those all that you now remember ? 

Answer, I am thinking ^ there may be others. Jt has been a good while ago. 
Question. How did the information reach you that this violence had been committed 
by this organization ? i 
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Answe)\ Well, sir, there were violences committed around the town, and the persons 
upon whom the violence was committed described the men who did it as dressed in 
these uniforms, and I came to the conclusion that it was done by this order. 

Question, Is that your belief? 

Anstver. I believe it was. I state that I believe it was committed by men without 
the orders of the respectable men who belonged to the organization. It was condemned 
by every man I heard speak of it. 

Question. The purpose of these gentlemen was, through the influence of this organiza- 
tion), to stop these outrages ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was proposed that each member forming that society at Liu- 
colnton should take an obligation that he would commit no violence ; that he would 
use his influence to prevent it. I regarded that as a condition-precedent to any action 
I should take in the matter. I had never been in a meeting from October, 1868, until 
Ch)istmas week, 1869 — sixteen months. I think I NV^as in three meetings from that to 
the last of January. Then it was disbanded or disorganized, and there has been no 
meeting held in Lincolnton since that. I will state further that none of these gentle- 
men ever wore a disguise, or had a disguise. I never had one or wore one, or saw one 
from the night I was initiated ; I have never seen one since. 

Question. But they were used in the organization ? 

Answer, 1 suppose so j I do not speak of my own knowledge. I know this, that these* 
gentlemen did use their influence to prevent these things, to prevent this violence, 
and through their influence there never was any violence committed in Lincolnton, 
though our citizens were greatly provoked to violence by these outrages of which I 
spoke. 

Question. Was there any organization formed at your office that night ? 

Answer, No, sir ; it was spoken of. I was to inquire j I have stated that I was to 
inquire as to how we could get authority to organize, and, if we could, find who was the 
chief of it ; that was the idea. Upon inquiry I could not find any place to get author- 
ity from, but some one at that time gave me a sheet of foolscap containing informa- , 
tion in regard to it, sent from Gaston County. 

Question. Who gave it to you ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Where is that sheet now ? 

Answei\ It is destroyed. I destroyed it after that. i 
Question. What was it ? 

Ansivei'. It was about a foolscap sheet of a -part of the constitution. 

Question. What was in it ? . 

Answer. It stated how many officers were necessary. 

Question. Who were they ? 

Ansiver. I cannot recollect. 

Question. Where they county officers ? 

Answer, No, sir; they were the officers generally spoken of,'cyclopa and titan. I do 
not know all the fool names ; I cannot remember, but cyclops and titan were among 
the officers. 

Question. You cannot tell who gave that to you ? 
Anstver, No, sir ; I think Mr. Grier sent it to me. 
• ^Mcs^ion. From Gaston County f 
Ansicer. I think so. 

Question. Is there not an obligation of this, order which prevents the revelation to 
the private members of who are the chiefs and controllers of it I 
Ansivei'. 1 never heard it ; if there is I do not know it. 

Question. You never rose higher in the organization than a private member ? 
Answer. I never did in my life> 

Question. So that you have only the information that is communicated to private 
' mjembers of that Klan ? 

Answer, On that occasion ; yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know the name of the Klan into which you were initiated ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard any name .given to it. I understood that that Klan 
disbanded just before the difficulties took place in Alamance after the murder of Ste- 
vens. Mr. Lewis, who is a very respectable man, told me he would try to break it up. 
I thirik they disbanded in the spring. 

Question. What was the outrage that led to the meeting at your office ? 

Answer, About that time, in Lincoln County, some two or three outrages were com- 
mitted. I think one was on a man named Wade Frazier, who lived at the house of a 
white man named Sherman. The other was committed upon a negro boy named Sam 
Ward. It has all come out since ; these men have acknowledged who were in it. 

Question, These were whippings of these men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I understand you to say that following this you disbanded several KlansT 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. What Klans ? * 

Aiisicer. Well, sir, there was one — I will state what connection I have had 

QuesHon. Name them first. 
Jmwer. I am going to do it. 
Question, Please name them first. 

J)isicer. I never heard the nam© of a Klan in my life until the Shotwell trial. They 
had no names that T heard of. 

Question, Designate them in some way as to where they were located. 

Armrer. I will, if you will give me time. There was a Klan located about three-miles 
above Lincolnton, and a man named Berrier 

Question. What is his full name ? 

Auswe)'. I cannot give you his full name. Ho is under arrest at Raleigh. Mr. Ber- 
rier was a very respectable man. I heard that this Klan were committing some of 
ihese (mtrages, or were connected with them. In pursuance of the agreement made at 
our office, I asked Mr. Summey, the marshal of the town, if he would not request Mr. 
Berrier to come to my office. He came, and I told him these things were unlawful, and 
wrong morally, upon principle, and every way, and advised him to disband all these 
organizations if he could. I told him I thought they were wrong. I did not tell him 
I was a member of the order. I did not see proper to do that, but I told him as a 
friend that I thought he ought to do so. He went home, and, as he afterwards told me, 
and as it has come out since in evidence, he did leave the Klan, and several others did. 
They then reorganized, with a man named Hobbes as chief. Hobbes came to me in the 
latter part of January last, while the Ku-Klux bill was under discussion here, and 
told me the men with whom he was connected were committing this violence, and 
what should he do about it. I told him I had only to say what I had always said, that 
I was opposed to all that violence, and advised him to break it up if he could. He 
went home and left it. They then organized a third time, and I think Anderson Davis 
and nine men were left in it. Those are the remnants of that society. That is what 
I have learned, that they are the last dregs of that concern. 

Question. Still keeping up the form of the organization I 

Answer. I do not know that they had any organization. I think they went it blind. 
One of the men in the raid on Frazier said he never was initiated ; that anybody went 
along that wanted to. 

Question. These were the two IClans you mentioned ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; that was the same Klan, 
. Question. Name the other. 

Answer. Last April I was defending a man named Massagee for murder. While the 
trial was progressing, and when it was nearly closed, a man came to my back, named 
Mellen. He was pretty drunk, and he whispered to me that his men were coming 
there to take Massagee out and hang him. 

Question. Did he give his name ? 

Answer. I turned and said to him, "What do you mean He said, " My men want 
to hang Massagee.'' I said, " What do you mean by my men ?" He said, " These fel- 
lows out here ; these Ku-E^lux.'' I said, " If you do not go and disband that crowd I 
shall have you indicted and put in the penitentiary." The republican sheriiOf, Mr. 
King, was standing by my side. I said to him, " Here is an elFort to take Mr. Massa- 
gee out and hang him. You must protect him. I shall be there if necessary." He 
told me he would not need my services. The next day I sent for Mellen. He came to 
my office sober, I asked him about it. He said there were some parties in his neigh- 
borhood who were the friends of the deceased, whose name was Weaver ; that Wea- 
ver's relations belonged to this order, and they wanted him, as their head or officer, 
to issue an order to hang Massagee, and the night they were coming to Lincolnton he 
said he watched the bridge all night to keep them from hanging that man. Two days 
afterwards he said he had disbanded them. That was in April. 

Question. Did he say he had issued that order ? 

Answej'. No, sir ; he said he was opposed to that hanging ; he came to tell me to have 
it prevented; he was an officer; and I advised him to go out and have it disbanded ; 
and he told me afterwards he had done it. 

Question. "These are the two you were instrumental in disbanding. 

Answer. Yes, sir, and I have advised against these things. Mr. Baxter, who is now 
in jail, was my client. I was defending him, and in my professional line I ascertained 
secrets from him that led me to believe that he had committed this raid on Carpenter. 
He was indicted in the civil courts. I took him to my office and appealed, to him to do 
all he could against it. 

Qiiestion. You said that occurrence was in April T 

Answer. Yes, sir, in 1871. I did not know there was an organization in the county at 
the time ; I thought the whole thing had been broken up ; I was astonished. 

Question. Whatever may have been your original idea of this organization and its 
purpose, vou say it has been used in North Carolina for the purpose of committing these 
outrages i . . > 
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Answer, Yes, sir. I cannot shut my eyes to that fact. I think it has been very grossly 
perverted to improper purposes. 

Question. Was not its origin such that it inevitably partook of a political character ? 

Answer. It was a political society when it began, but I do think the parties who 
gave me what information I had about it were sincere and their purpose was lawful ; 
but as to that constitution which is connected with that oath in this publication, its' 
purpose was unlawful, undoubtedly ; and if I had seen that constitution I should at 
once have put my foot upon it. I regret that I did not see it then. 

Question. According to your belief, that portion of the democratic party which disap- 
proves of purposes of violence when communicated to them have withdrawn from it H 

Answei'. Yes, sir, I think so, long ago. 

Question. And that portion of the democratic party which was willing to carry out its 
purposes by that violence have kept up that organization aud carried it out ? 

Answer, I cannot go that far, for this reason : I would believe that but for this fact : 
I have known some of the very best conservatives to be whipped by this order, and I 
think that after the good men left it it became nearly what you call in the West, or 
Virginia, where it originated, lynch-law, or a baud of rioters. I had a very respectable 
old colored man on my place, named Derry, who voted the conservative ticket. He was 
about the first man raided in Lincoln County. On the morning afterwards I gave hioi 
a double-barreled shot gun, and told him he had aright to shoot any man who assaulted 
liim, and assured that I would assist him and would prosecute them if I could find them 
out. 

By Mr. Blair: 
Question. You say he was a conservative ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that after good men left it that organization had no poli- 
tics in it ; such men as Davis went into it, who had been prominent in the Leagues ; 
three or four out of those nine had been republicans, I think. I think the last man that 
gave them a drink would get their votes. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. You spoke, in answer to a question by General Blair, about the Biggerstaff 
case, giving the statement of Colonel Hoke ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a member of the organization ? 

Answer. No, sir. I know he was not, as well as I can know anything. I never heard 
it charged upon him by any one. 

By Mr. Poland : 
Question. Were does he live ? 

Answer. In Lincoluton. He is a practicing lawyer j he has been a senator. Mr. 
Pool knows him very well. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You have spoken of the Justice raid as being i>olitical ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiiestion. And of Shot well being connected with it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything of Shotwell ? 

Answer. By reputation I know there was such a man as R. A. Shotwell. 
Question, He was the leader of that raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not he a member of the bar ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he never was admitted to practice. I know very little about Mr. Shot- 
well. I can give you what little history I have of him. He was a captain in the con- 
federate service, and after the war edited what was known as the Vindicator, a conser- 
vative paper at Rutherfordton. He became quite dissipated and lost his position there, 
and went to Asheville, and edited a paper called the Citizen. He Was shot there in a 
personal difficulty, and then came back to Lincoluton and was reading law, but never 
practiced. 

Question. Was he a man of education ? 

Answer. I do not know, I suppose so. His father is a Presbyterian minister, and a 
very respectable man. I never saw him more than twice in my life. 
Question. How many were engaged in that raid 1 
Answer. I cannot tell you ; a large number — fifty I will say at a guess. 
Question, How many plead guilty, do you recollect? 

Answer. No, sir; I cannot tell you. I think out of fifty some turned State's evidence, 
and in the cases of some of them no judgment was prayed upon them; in various ways 
they got off until six were sent to the penitentiary. 

Question. What was the character of the fifty engaged in that raid — were they men 
like Anderson Davis? . ^ : 



NORTH CAKOLINA. 



393 



Answer. Yes, sir ; many of tbem. I think Owens was a very Lad man. 

<;)Mes/tow. Was he convicted? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and sent to the penitentiary. 

Question. I ask as to the whole fifty I 

Answer. I do not know one of them. In fact, I do not know a dozen men personally 
in Rutherford. 

Question. Y(m do not know their standing in society? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I cannot give you any information on that subject. 

Question. In these cases that occurred in your own town of these negroes who voted 
the coDservative ticket and one who refused to vote, did you or any other person make 
an informatiou to have the parties arrested. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; when Ramsour was outraged he was afraid to go before the grand 
jury ; he told me so himself. When Commissioner Vest came to Lincolntown, several 
persons went to Abernethy and asked him to bring his case before the commissioner, 
because it was since the Ku-Klux bill was passed, and was a plain violation of tho 
statute. He hesitated several days, and finally told the citizens he was afraid of his 
life, and would not go before the commissioners. It was told to the marshals and others, 
though. 

Question, My question is whether you or any citizen cognizant of it made information 
to have the negroes arrested? ^ 
Answer, I did not. 
Question. Did anybody? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
Question. The negroes who did it were known ? 
Ansiver Yes, sir; publicly known. 

Question. It was not a secretly planned and executed raid ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It was an open riot or mob ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; because he voted the conservative ticket, and they told him so at 
the time. 

Question. They ought to have been indicted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. If those men had been half as diligent to hunt them up as others 
who were innocent, they would have been indicted. 
Question. Was it not in your power to do it ? 

Answer: Yes, sir ; but I did not care about coming in contact with the whole power 
of the United States, and men who could have me arrested without a warrant and put 
in dungeons, . That was not my business ] I preferred to live quiet. I have submitted 
loyally so far, and I expect to do it hereafter. 

Question. The course of Judge Logan has been made the subject of animadversion by 
you. Has not the judge been quite pronounced in his opinion against the Ku-Klux 
organization ? 

Answer* Yes, sir ; he is opposed to it, of course. 

Question. Has not that been one considerable cause of the complaint against him in 
North Carolina ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think he was just as odious to all parties and the profession before 
he had anything to do with the Ku-Klux as now ; perhaps it was heightened in indi- 
vidual iuvstances. 

Qtiestion. You think that had nothing to do with it ? 

Answer. I will not say that ; it may have heightened it. I think the respectable 
part of the republican party have as great a contempt for Judge Logan as the demo- 
crats ; I think he is the same with all parties. 

Question. Do you think this has had anything to do with it? 

Answer. I think that has heightened it, perhaps. 

Question. There have been trials before him involving the Ku-Klux Klan ? 
Ansiver. I do not think there have been. I think there have been one or two indict- 
ments, but the defendants ran off. 

Question. Has he not given the subject to the grand jury in charges ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. In connection with that subject, you have stated yourself that you were 
afraid to denounce the Ku-Klux Klan ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Judge Logan as a magistrate had the courage to denounce them in his 
«i charge to the grand jury ? 

Answct\ I do*hot think he denounced them ; he explained the law. It was his duty 
to incur that danger. 

Question. What was the kind of violence yon were afraid of? 

Answer. I feared personal violence. I think if I had publicly denounced them 1 
would have incurred their displeasure. 

Question. And you were a member of the organization ? 
Anmer. No, sir ; I stated that was about 1870. 
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Question. How did you get out t 

Anstcer, I just went out ; I told everybody I would have nothing more to do with it. 
I ceased to have anything to do with it. 

Question, Did you announce that you had been a member ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you not deny that you had been a member? 
Answer,^ No, sir. 

Question. Is it not a part of the duty of members of that organization that they 
shall deny their membership f 

Answer, No, sir; I think secrecy was a part of the organization ; that a member 
should -not state that he was a member ; but I never took an obligation to deny it. 

Question, You having been a member of it and knowing its character, were really 
apprehensive that if you denonuced it your personal safety would be endangered ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I would not have done it for any amount of money. If I had 
been a judge and it became my moral duty, I would have risked my life to do it j but 
as a private citizen I would not have done it. 

Question. You believe you would have been risking your life to do it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I say so candidly. 

Question. Was that the prevailing feeling in the counties where that organization 
existed in North Carolina ? ^ 

Answer. I cannot speak of any part of the State except my own vicinity. 

Question. In your own vicinity, was it ? « • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I will say that that was the state of feeling from perhaps the latter 
part of 1870 and first of 1871. I think that was the general feeling. 

Question. And the good men who had been induced to go into this organization, find- 
ing that violence ♦ was committed by it, were afraid to denounce it for fear of losing 
their lives ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Has that ceased ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; the whole organization has been broken up. 
Question. By what instrumentality ? 

Answer, By the Federal prosecutions and the moral sentiment of the people against it. 
Question. Did not its acts continue to be palliated and excused until these Federal 
prosecutions ? 

' Answer. Not at all ; not by any good men in thQ community. 

Question. You think that since the Federal prosecutions have commenced it is policy 
on the part of those who denounce the organization as you do, to bring every officer 
connected with the Government in these prosecutions into disrepute and contempt as 
far as possible ? 

Answer. No, sir; but what I say upon that is, that they do not punish the criminals 
when they get them. Tliey are seeking, I have no doubtj to prosecute men who are 
innocent, and turning the guilty loose again. 

Question, Let us test that. You have named several United States officials ; and I 
ask for an answer to my question, not a dissertation. 

Anstvei', I am bound to answer as I do, clearly and fully. 

Question, You have named Scoggins as a United States commissioner ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You say that in .speaking of those tribunals down there, one of which 
tribunals he conducts and presides over, they call them " puke courts ; " who do you 
mean by " they ? " 

Answer, 1 say Scoggins himself calls them that. It is the common word for the 
court. The adjective is used because the men go there and vomit out all that they 
know ; not as designating the court by an epithet, but as describing the practice. 

Question. You call them that ? 

Answer, Everybody calls them that, white and black. These commissioners them- 
selves say, "You had better come up and puke ; it will go lighter with you." 

Question, You say the whole community applies that term to Scoggins's hearings a 
commissioner? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And to Mr. Vest's hearings ? • 
Answer, Not to every hearing, but generally. 

Question. You say that Mr. Vest discharges his duties properly? , 
Answer, I think so ; as far as I know, he does. ^ : # 

Question. When you come to the United States court itself, let me understand whether 
you speak of it or not in such terms as to convey the idea that it is the instrument 
simply of political persecution ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I do not say that ; I do not say the United States court was made 
so. I said I believed the purpose of the party is more to make political capital out of 
it than to punish crimes ; that is what I charge and say ; I do not charge it individu- 
ally to anybody. So far as J udge Bond is concerned, I believe he is an able lawyer and 
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an upright man ; I have no complaint to make as to the punishment of Shotwell or 
others ; I do not think it is excessive ; if the crimes were such as was detailed by Mr. 
Justice and the witnesses, the judge was fully justified ; and he was fully justified in 
punishing Baxter ; but I think he ought also to punish Anderson Davis's crowd. I 
do not reflect on Judge Bond as a gentleman j I think Judge Brooks also is a gentle- 
man. 

Question. Because the court thought proper to use a class of men, who of necessity 
must be made use of— some of those who commit such infamous offenses — ^in order to 
bring out these others 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they used infamous men to involve innocent men. 

Quesiion. That is your inference ? 

Answer. I give the facts ; every man can draw his own conclusion. 

Question. Of the persons arrested you have named a man named Sapaugh, and spoken 
of him as having been shot ; was he a member of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer, l^ot that I know of; I never heard of him until he was shot ; I know his 
family is very respectable. 

Question. The marshal had him under arrest ? 

Answer. I understood he met him in the public road. 

Quesiion. You have given us the facts ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was when he was attempting to make his escape that he was shot f 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Whether guilty or not you have no knowledge ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. That information you derived from him ? 

An^wei'. I just derived it from various jieople ; it was only twelve miles from me ; I 
never heard but one vei*sion of it. 

By Mr. Biair : 
Question. It is a matter of general notoriety ? 
Answer. Yes, sir j and never contradicted that I have seen. 

By the Chairman : 
Quesiion. The case has never yet been investigated ? 

Answer. No, sir ; and after he shot the man he left him lying in the woods. After 
lying there for hours he crawled to a colored man's house, and there was protected. 

Question. You have spoken of Anderson Davis in connection with that subject ; was 
his reputation known before he was admitted into the Ku-Klux Klan ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he was a bad man always ; I do not know when he joined it. 

Question. Was he a citizen of Lincoln County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he lived four or five miles from town. 

Question. You used strong terms in speaking of him as a robber and as a murderer ? 

Answer. I did not say murderer ; I may have spoken of robbery and theft, and every 
other crime but arson and murder ; I understood he proposed to murder a prominent 
man there for ten dollars ; it so came out on the trial. 

Question. With the knowledge of that character he was admitted into the Ku-Klux 
Klan? 

Answer. No, sir ; it has been since, and he has done nearly all this violence from Oc- 
tober, 1870, to January, 1871 ; I do not know when he joined the order ; I have under- 
stood he did not join itiintil about that time. 

Question. But he was a pretty bad character before that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; very bad. 

Question. He boasted of having been engaged m twenty-four acts of this kind ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think he made that boast, but some of the parties did at a 
camp-meeting ; I do not know that he was the identical man. 

Question. It was in order to come out and inform in regard to all these crimes that he 
and his party were made witnesses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It is very likely that men of that character would be used for the worst 
purposes in the organizations ? 

Answer. But the Government might have used one man of the party as a witness, 
and punished six of them. One would have done it without turning them all loose. 

Qtiestion. Has not the fact that the disclosure has implicated so many persons in 
these outrages been the cause of irritating so many persons 1 

Answer. No, sir ; the moral sentiment of the community was as much down upon It 
before as now, and has been all the time. 

Question, On this subject of selling these discharges I wish to get the fact distinctly 
before me, if I can, in regard to any other specific case than the two you have referred 
to, one relating to the printed paper you produced, and the other Squire Potts spoke of. 

-dwsztm I da not knojT of -any others* 
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Question, Those are the only two you know of ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Upon the statement of these two do you wish it to appear in your testi- 
mony, as it certainly made the impression on me, that that is the uniform practice 
before those commissioners ? 

Answer, I do not know whether it is uniform or not, but those are two things out of 
many others that came to my observation, and I just stated them as they occurred. 

Question, You think you were disposed, as one of the gentlemen that desired to see 
these Ku-Klux outrages detected and punished, to give the proper character to the 
United States tribunals. Do you wish in the light of your testimony to be considered 
one of the citizens in that community desirous of detecting and punishing Ku-lHux 
outrages, and one who gives the- proper character to the United States tribunal ? 

Answer, I cannot understand the import of that assertion it is not in the shape of a 
question. I desire to punish them. The facts I have stated about the means used are 
all true. I have endeavored to discriminate between Vest and Scoggins and Bosher. 
I have endeavored to do justice to all. I did not shield the Scogginses or those who 
have done wrong on the other side. I desire to state the facts as they occurred. I do 
not desire to be classed as bad because there are bad men in my class, nor Decause 
there are good men among them that I should be good. I desire to stand on my own . 
footing. 

Question, The letter of Governor Bragg to you was in April or May, 1870 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did it refer to any specific outrages ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Where is that letter ? 

Answer, It is at home. 

Question. I should like very much to have it, since you have introduced it. 
Answer, I cannot introduce private correspondence, sir. 

Question, You have already introduced it as the subject-matter of this testimony. 
Answer, I said I had received the letter. 
Question, Will you give its contents ? 
Answer, I have done so as far as I could. 
Question, He requested you to use your influence ? 

Answer, He stated that information had come to him. I think it was written to me 
as chairman of the democratic committee. I knew him w^ell. He attends to all my 
cases in the supreme court. He wrote me a very confidential letter, stating that he had 
heard of these outrages in our part of the country, and thought it was injuring the 
conservative i^arty, as they were charged with it, and asking me to use my influence to 
prevent these difiiculties. My recollection is that I replied that I was using all my 

rivate influence, socially, but that I could not come out publicly and make speeches, 

ecause I was' afraid to. 

Question, The governor was chairman of the democratic executive committee of the 
State? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And you were a member of that committee ? 

Answer, I was a member of the committee for my congressional district. I was 
appointed, but declined to act. I declined to do anything in politics in the last year. 

Question, Was it in that capacity as chairman of the district committee that he wrote 
to you? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; it was a private letter as a friend. 

Question, Was it from any knowledge he had of the influence you possessed in this 
organization ? 
Answer, No, sir ; he did not say so. 
Question, Had you ever spoken to him on that subject f 
Answer, No, sir ; never in my life. 
Question, Of your connection with that organization ? 

Answer, No, sir, never. I have not seen Governor Bragg, in social intercourse, since 
December, 1868, except an ordinary salutation in the streets of Raleigh, last summer. 
Question, You say a similar letter was wntten to Mr. Durham ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; by Governor Bragg. 

Question, Did you recognize him as a member of the organization ? 

Answer, No, sir ; he never told me he was one ; I heard he was, and addressed him 
generally. I did not tell him I was, nor did he tell me he was. I cannot say he was a 
member of it. I never had any conversation with him as a member of the order. He 
stated here in his examination that he thought I told him I was a member of the 
order ; he is mistaken. 

Question, Did .you know he was a member ? 

Answer. I believed that he was. I took it for granted. I had heard ho was, and took 
it for granted. ^ 

Question. You have spoken of his telling you that he had gone out and addressed a ' 
Klan to prevent violence ? 
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Answer, Yea, sir. 

Question. Did you not know then that he was a member of that organization ? 

Answer. That is since the indictment, and 'since ho has acknowledged Jiero that he 
did belong to it. That is the way I found it out. 

Questian. Did he give you the names of the nine persons he took with him as wit- 
nesses ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir. lean give you two of them. One was a Mr. Justice, and one a 
Mr. Logan ; I do not know the names of the other seven. 
Question. Did he name the Klan he addressed ? 

Answer. No, sir, no name was given that I remember; but you will find the whole 
of the evidence on that point in the Shotwell trial. The Klan met at a place called 
Cherry Orchard, in Cleveland County. 

Question. You say that came out in the Shotwell trial ? 

Ansirer. No, sir, the Biggerstaff trial — I beg pardon. 

Question. Is it for that offense, for the address that he made to that Klan upon that 
occasion, that he is indicted ? 

Answer. .Yes, sir. You see this Klan that met there that night is the Klan that inaugu- 
rated the raid upon Biggerstaff. That Klan is indicted, and this meeting comes out in • 
the testimony taken in the investigation, and they indicted Mr. Durham, not for going 
along, but for being present when the conspiracy was made up or formed to whip Big- 
gerstaff. He is charged with being present on that occasion. 

Question. Do I understand you that a Klan was assembled at that timo for the pur- 
pose, of going upon the raid when he addressed them ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. For what purpose were they assembled 1 

Answer. I will tell you what I understood, but cannot give you who told me just 
now. I have these trials from the newspapers and individuals. My 'impression was 
this, that Mr. Durham had heard that this Klan was proposing to whip Biggerstaff, 
members of this Klan and friends of Sam Biggerstaff, and Mr. Durham heard that they 
were assembling there to inaugurate a raid on Aaron Biggerstaff, and he went there to 
prevent it. 

Question. Then it was the Klan assembled for that purpose that he addressed to dis- 
suade them from it? 

Answer. Yes, sir, one of the Klans. The evidence, I think, said there were details 
from several Klans, but it originated in that Klan. 

Question. His complaint is that a portion of the Klan swears "that he advised them to 
go, while he took witnesses with him who would swear that he persuaded them not to go. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and his witnesses are in the indictment and he cannot use them. 

Question: That is his complaint ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he stat(^how many were present when he addressed them? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have heard there were over sixty, but I think I have got that im- 
pression from the evidence in the Biggerstaff trial in the papers — in the Era. I take 
the Era. I have preserved these papers. 

Question. Has this man, Anderson Davis, ever Lad any personal controversy with 
you, Mr. Schenck ? 

Answer. Never in the world. 

Question. Have you ever been aware of his having chargecl you with being a member 
of this organization ? 

Answer. Never that I know of. I have heard that he made threats against me since 
this matter came out, that he would swear so and so, but I never had anything to do 
with him. He is beneath the notice of a gentleman. I never spoke to him. 

Question. Have you never had any conversation with him on the subject ? 

Ansiver. Never in the world. 

Question. Did he ever confer with you about a young man named Jenkins ? 

Ansiver. Never in the world ; Jenkins ? 

Question. Yes, sir ; connected with this organization. 

Answer. Never in the world. 

Question. Did Davis never consult with you about this organizatien ? 

Ansiver. Never in the world. I do not remember that he ever spoke to me before in 
his life ; I am certain he did not. If he had, I should have kicked him out of my office ; 
he is too vile a wretch for me to converse with about anything. 

Question. Had you ever any communication with Thomas A. Hope on the subject of 
this organization ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a resident of Lincoln County ? 
Answer. Y^s, sir. 

Question. Is he included among these you have nam^d as members of the organization? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; he is not among those at Lincolnton. I will tell you all I know 
about him. I know what you are after. • 
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Qiiestum. Does he live in Lincoln County? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Do you add him to those you recognized ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and three others. I will give the testimony in regard to that. 
Ahout the last of December, 1869, one Sunday, four persons came to my house : Henry 
Fite, a man named Reaves, and this man Hope. Those are all I recollect. One lived 
in Gaston and two in Lincoln County: I should have said three. They came to my 
house and told me they were going to organize a IGan, and asked me if I would assist. 
I told them no, I would not have anything to do with it. They said they had been 
told in Gaston County that I could tell them all about it. I told them I knew nothing 
about it. They said they were informed that a part of the constitution had been sent 
to me. I told them that all I had was this piece of foolscap paper. I do not remember 
what was on that. I gave that to them, and they returned it within about a week or 
ten days, and I burned it. That is the only communication I had with them. I took 
occasion then to tell them in the half hour's conversation that the charge was that 
these men were committing violence in such an organization, and that if they did so 
they would meet with speedy punishment, and they promised me solemnly that they 
never would commit any violence whatever. That is exactly the communication I had 
with them ; no more, no less. That is one of the charges made upon me, that I issued 
an order to these men, or organized them. I had nothing to do with it. I did not 
know they belonged to the order, only what they told me. I did not tell them that I 
belonged to it. 

Quesiion. Who is Hope — what is his occupation ? 

Answer, I think he is a wagoner in the employment of !Mr. Teddy. 

Question, A respectable man ? 

Answer, No, sir, a very low man. 

Question, What is the character of Fite ? 

Answer. I never saw Fite until he came to my office, and I do not think I ever saw 
him but once ; he had the character afterward of being a very violent man ; some six 
months afterwards he was charged with beijg in several raids j I did not know them 
when they came in ; I did not know one of them when they came to me, neither Hope, 
Heaves, nor Fite. 

Quesiion, What is Reaves ? 

Answer, Reaves is a farmer who works at a distance; he lives in the county. I 
asked them their names ; they had hitched their horses at my office door ; the seTvant 
told me, and I went down to the office and these three men were in there ; after sitting 
lor some time — ^they seemed to be confused — I asked, **Do you want professional 
advice ? " Reaves commenced stammering and stuttering something out, and said he 
had been sent to me for knowledge in regard to the Invisible Empire, the secret organi- 
zation ; I told him I had nothing to do with it and' would not assist him at all ; he said 
that he had been informed that a constitution had been sent to me, or a part of one ; I 
told him I could give him that, it was all I had, and I gave if to himj he brought it 
back, and I burned it up. 

Quesiion, They told you they wished to organize a Klan ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, they told me they. wanted to organize. • 

Question. Did not Reaves give you the sign of recognition 1 

Answer, No, sir, I do not think he did. 

Question, You are sure of that ? 

Ansiver, No, sir, I do not remember that he did ; I do not think he did. 
Question. What was the sign of recognition in that order ? 

Answer, Putting the hand to the head in this way. [Passing the hand several times 
by the side of the head over the ear.] I do not think he did ; I am pretty sure he did 
not. 

Question, You fix the date in the latter part of 1869 ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, I think it was the Sunday after Christmas, 1869 — not later than a 
week or ten days after that time ; the reason I know it is, it was just about the time 
we were talking of putting down this violence, and also because another gentleman 
who was present on that occasion consulting with me, went off a few days afterwards to 
the law school ; I know the date when he left. 

Question, Calling your attention to this interview, I propose to read the affida,vit of 
Mr. Hope, taken before the commissioner on the 1st of December, the present month ? 

Ansicer, Very well, sir, I am willing for you to do so. 

The affidavit is as follows: 

''United States of America, * * 

District of Kortli Carolina: 

"Be it remembered, that this day personally appeared before me, J. P. Vest, a 
United States commissioner in and for the district of North Carolina, Thomas A. Hope, 
^nd after being duly sworn by me, deposes and says as follows : 

* * I am a resident of the county of Lincoln, in this State ; my post-office is Lincolnton, 
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Xorth Carolina; am twenty -three years of age; am a farmer by occupation, ^Some 
time in the winter of 1869 I was sworn into the K. K. organization in Dallas, in the 
county of Gaston : am not xible to say who administered the oath to mo ; it was after 
night,' £ind I was taken into a dark shop and could not see who was i)resent j a man by 
the name of J. F. Murphey took me to the shop ; Murphey was the only man I knew'; 
Murphey lives in Gaston County ; I was told before I joined that it was the K. K. 
orgasnization, and have known the same organization ever since as such. The following 
is the oath that was administered to me on my initiation : 

'^'I, T. A. Hope, before tha Great Immaculate Judge of Heaven and earth, and upon 
the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, do, of my own free will and accord, subscribe to 
the following sacred, binding obligation : 

lam on the side of justice and humanity, and constitutional liberty as be- 
queathed to us by our forefathers in its original purity. 

' II. I reject and oppose the principles of the radical party. 

" ^ III. I pledge aid to a brother of the Ku-Klux Klan in sickness, distress, or pecuni- 
any embarrassments; females, friends, widows, and their households shall be the special 
object of my care and protection. 

*^ *IV. Should X ever divulge, or cause to be divulged, any of the secrets of this order, 
or any of the foregoing obligations, I must meet with the fearful punishment of death 
and traitor's doom, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren.' 

"After the initiation they gave me some signs and pass-words. The first sign they 
gave me was to stroke the side of the head above the right ear with the ends of the 
nngers of the right hand, which was answered in like manner with the left. Another 
sign was to pick on the right side of the coat with the right hand, which was answered 
in like manner with the left. The last sign was to take the position of a soldier, with 
the right hand in the pantaloons pocket, with the thumb remaining out ; which was 
answered in like manner with the left. The grip was, on shaking hands, to lock the 
little finger and press the fore-finger on the wrist. There was also a word of protec- 
tion, which was 'Avalanche.' If I met a person and wished to ascertain whether he 
belonged to the order I would say I, S, A, Y. ; the answer to this was N, O, T, H, I, N, 
G. There was another way of testing a member : If in conversation about the order 
I wished to make myself known as a member, I would say ' I know nothing, say 
n®thing, and care nothing ; ' which was answered in the same way. The word to 
admit one into a meeting of the order was, when approaching a meeting and was 
hailed by the sentinel or night-hawk with Who comes there,' answer 'A friend with the 
countersign,' The night-hawk would say, 'Advance, friend, and give the countersign.' 
I would say ' Our country.' The night-hawk would then allow me to pass on. 

" I have been in two raids during my connection with the order — both raids were on 
negroes, in Lincoln County. The raids were in the spring and winter of 1870 ; one 
in March and the other in April. The negroes were whipped. In the first raid, in 
March, there were two negroes whipped, and in the raid in April there were three ne- 
groes whipped. 

" I think it was in January, 1870, we wished to organize a Klan near High Shoals, in 
Lincoln County, under William R. Fite as chief, and I, in company with Franklin 
Reves and William R. Fite, went to Lincolnton to see David Schenck to get authority 
to do so. We had been informed that he was chief of Lincoln County. We went to 
his oflace. Reves gave him the sign of recoguition, and he .returned it to Reves. 
Reves was not certain that Schenck was a member and seemed to be embarrassed when 
Schenck remarked to Reves to speak out and say what he wanted ; that he understood 
him very well. Mr. Reves then told him that he understood that he was the chief of the 
county, and that he wanted to get authority, or, as we called it, articles, to organize a 
Klan. Schenck said that he was not the chief of the. county, but that lawyer Greer, 
who lives in Dallas, was the chief; Greer did live in Dallas, Gaston County, North Car- 
olina. I think he now lives in Charlotte, North Carolina. Notwithstanding Schenck 
said he was not the chief, he stated he could give him the required authority (the 
articles) and did s5» I saw him hand them to Fite ; we read them over ; they con- 
tained a constitution, by-laws, and the oath heretofore stated. We went on and organ- 
ized a Klan at High Shoals under the authority Schenck gave us. The Klan we organ- 
ized was in Lincoln County. When Schenck gave us the papers he instructed Fite to 
be careful and not lose them, let no one handle them but himself, and if he got sick 
or was in any danger of dying, to put them in the hands of a responsible member of 
the order, so that the secret would not get out. I heard Schenck say, some time ago, in 
a conversation, that he was opposed to raiding, but if a raid was necessary it would 
be better to hang to a limb than whip, as dead men tell no tales. I was in a meeting 
of the Klan at High Shoals some time in the spring of 1870. Rufus Summers was a chief 
of a Klan near Iron Station, Lincoln County, and came to the meeting. Summers 
stated in the meeting that Schenck had sent him there with orders to organize a raid 
upon Isaac Revels, a negro, who lived in Gaston County, near Westley's Ford, on the 
South Fork. The negro had been accused of barn-burning, and it was thought that 



/ 



400 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



he had heeu guilty of some other crimes. The raid was to he made hy the High Shoals 
Klan, Kettle Shoals Klan, and Iron Station Klan. The raid was to he made the next 
night, and the negro was to he killed. Our Klan met on the next night as agreed upon, 
hut the other Klans failed to come and the raid was not made. The chiefs of the other 
two Klans came, to wit, Summers and Mnrphey. Our chief, William 11. Fite, v.-as present. 
It was the general understanding that Schenck had ordered this raid ; he was looked 
Tipon as the chief of our county. I had a conversation with Schenck in October last, 
and he requested me to tell the hoys * to keep quiet and he thought the trouble would 
he over after the court in Raleigh,' or something to that elfect. I have frequently 
heard it talked among the members that Z. B. Vance was the chief of the State ; do 
not know this of my own knowledge, have only heard it talked of. 

T. A. HOPE. 

" Sworn to and subscribed this the 1st day of December, 1871. 

"J. P. VEST, 
United States Commissioner* 

" A true copy." 

Answer* I denounce it all as a base tissue of falsehoods. I cannot denounce it in less 
language. What I have told you is all the connection I ever had with him. The only 
basis ot truth for that statement is, that he came to my office on that Sunday and got 
that paper ; I do not remember the paper ; I think I had received it hy mail a couple 
of days before. He stated that he had received information that it had been sent to 
me. I do not think I ever had it more than two weeks. As to my ordering any raid 
upon anybody, it is a base and infamous calumny. He says I gave him the oath. 

Question, Was the oath contained in that paper ? 

Answer, No, sir ; never in the world. Does he say I initiated him ? 

Question. He says the oath heretofore referred to was the oath he received from you. 

Answer, I am glad you have it. The date he gives is very nearly correct. 

Question, I will read you the oath : 

" I, T. A. Hope, before the Great Immaculate Judge of heaven and earth, and upon 
the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, do of my own free will and accord subscribe to 
the following sacred, binding obligation. 

" I. I am on the side of justice and humanity, and constitutional liberty as bequeathed 
to us by our forefathers in its original purity. 

" II. I reject and oppose the principles of the radical party. 

" III. I pledge aid to a brother of the Ku-Klux Klan in sickness, distress, or pecu- 
niary embarrassments ; females, friends, widows, and their households shall be the 
special object of my care and protection. 

" IV. Should I ever divulge, or cause to he divulged, any of the secrets of this order, 
or any of the foregoing obligations, I must meet with the fearful punishment of death 
and traitor's doom, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren." 

That is the oath incorporated in the affidavit. 

Answer, I never gave him any oath of any character whatever. 

Question, Is there any other statement in connection with that interview with Fite 
and Reaves, which you desire to make f 
I Answer, I have stated my a<;count of the interview. That is the only intervie^^ I 
ever had with them. I did not know the men when they came there ; I knew them 
afterwards, when I saw them. As to my ordering a raid to kill Revels or anyone else, 
it is an infamous calumny. 

Question, Was a man named Isaac or Ike Rhodes whipped in your county ? 

Answer, No, sir ; he lives in Gaston. 

Question, Had you any knowledge of the transaction ? 

Anstver. No, sir. I desire to state generally, right here, that I never in my life had 
any knowledge of any raid, or ever aided in it directly or indirectly, or ever counte- 
nanced it, or was in any way accessory to it in my life, and never knew anything about one, 
except what information I received professionally when counsel fot these men charged. 
I desire to state that fully, generally, and particularly, to put myself right on the record. 
I know nothing of the raids in Gaston County or Lincoln County, except as I have 
received that information professionally after the men were indicted. 

Question, Have you any knowledge of who were the chiefs or leading men of the or- 
ganization in any other counties outside of those I have asked about, Gaston and Lin- 
coln ? 

Answer, No, sir, not a man. I have heard hy reputation. 
Question, Do you know ]Mr. McAfee ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you know that he was a member of the organization . 
Answer, I have heard so in the papers, in Cleveland county. 
Question, Do you know that he is a member? 

Answer, I am studying as to whether ho ever told me so or not. Of my own knowl- 
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edge, sir, I will state this about that : I never knew, of my own knowledge, that Mr. 
liJcAfee ijelonged to it, though the general reputation was that ho did; and when ho 
was arrested in Shelby and brought to IJneolnton he communicated to me certain 
facts professionally, which I do not propose to disclose ; and I appeared for him and 
went down before the commissioner. I think he is a member of it ; I do not think he 
denies that he was. I cannot say that he ever told me that he was. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. I want you to give the name of some person who can give the committee 
an account of those" trials in Raleigh— the manner in which they were conducted ? 

Ansivcr. Well, sir, I suppose that Governor Bragg or Judge Fowle would be proper 
persons ; they appeared in both those cases. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Qnesiion. I desire to ask especially in regard to the rule that was issued against you 
by Judge Logan, That was based upon a certain letter ? 
Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; which I wrote to Mr. Blaii^. 
Qnesiion. You wrote that from Cleveland County ? 

Ans\m\ No, sir, I did not ; I wrote it from Lincolnton. The letter was not itself 
published in the proceedings that I saw. When I wrote my letter to Senator Blair, 
Judge Logan's letter had not been published. Senator Kye's statement of the sub- 
stance of it had been published, and that was much stronger than Judge Logan's letter 
proved to be. I was replying to the letter as I understood Mr. Nye to communicate it 
to the Senate. I replied to Mr. Nye's statement of the contents of the letter, not to the 
letter itself. 

Question. You were then in Lincolnton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that letter complained of what the judge said in regard to holding the 
Cleveland court? , 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had come home from court.. I was at court until Thursday. We 
lost our whole court by his not coming there. 

Question. You were on good terms personally with Judge Logan up to that time? 

Answer. I was; I will say personally. I always respected any man who held an 
office in his position. I had'no social relations with him ; I never associated with him. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. The letter which you wrote to me contained a paragraph at the end of it 
authorizing me to make use of it? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the paragraph, if I recollect aright, stated that those facts that I 
had stated were true, and I referred you to Mr. Shober for my standing as a gentleman. 
I do not know that I authorized its" publication. I will say that I did not expect its 
publication, I expected you to use the substance of it, as Mr. Nye had used the sub- 
stance of Jud^e Logan's letter ; and I was a little astonished when I saw it published, 
for it was written very hurriedly. Though I did not shrink from the publication of 
anything I had said, yet 1 would have written it with more care, if I had anticipated 
that it would be published. 

By Mr, Pool: 

Question. You have refrained from having anything to do with polities for the last 
year or eighteen months? 

Answer. I had nothing to do with politics from the close of the war to 1868 ; I went 
into the presidential campaign. This last year I determined to take no part in politics 
at all. However, my friend, Mr, Bynum, invited me to meet him on the stump, and 
my friends goaded me a little, so that I met him./ 

Question. You had declined to be on the executive committee of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Becacise you were no politician? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never liked it, and have never succeeded very well so far. 

Question. How many lawyers live in Cleveland, and who are they ? 

Answer. I will give them to you in the order of seniority : H. D. Cabincss, Plato 
Durham, H. D. Lee, Lee McAfee, John W. Gidney. 

Question. Why was it that you wrote that letter complaining of Judge Xogan not 
being at the Cleveland court in preference to the Cleveland lawyers ? 

Answer. I was attending that bar, and lost my whole fees for the week ; and that is 
very hard to a man interested in it. I expected to make money to support my family. 

Question. The other lawyers lost also ? 

Answer Yes, sii? ; and they complained more than I did, I couhT give you the history 
of it, but it was private, and so might involve some of your republican friends, who 
were on very good terms with me. As I said, I do not desire to get my friends in 
trouble. 
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Question. I tliink, if any republican friends, or democratic friends, have done any- 
thing vrrong, it will be well to have it. 

Answer. It was not wrong, but you asked as to the origin of it. 

Question, I want to get at how such a letter was written by you, who cared nothing 
about politics. 

Answer, It is not a pohtical letter, but a complaint aa a member of the bar against a 
judge, and I should have written it against him if he had been a democrat as quickly 
as I did when he was a republican. 

Question. He had been very active before that time in conducting affairs against 
thcKu-Klux? 

Answer. No, sir; I think that was the first operation, the arrest of the Biggerstaff 
men two Sundays before that. 

Question, Was he not detained at Rutherford about that matter ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that was the beginning of his Ku-Klux trials. 

Question. That was the reason he was not there ; those men were brought before 
him? 

Answer, No, sir ; here is the history of it : Judge Logan started from Rutherford to 
Shelby, twenty-four miles, on Sunday, and received information on the way that this 
raid had been committed upon Biggerstaff, and went back and issued the warrants 
for these persons against whom Biggerstaff" had sworn, and arraigned lai*ge numbers 
of them ; I thought at the time - a great many more than there were. They were ar- 
rested and brought to Rutherford. The roads were picketed ; he sent out pickets and 
picketed the roads in military style, so that information could not get through, and 
as parties came through they exaggerated the numbers. I stated in my letter to 
General Blair that two or three hundred of the militia were called out, but I was mis- 
taken, I think. We received dispatches from Rutherford just as from the seat of war ; 
men were challenged as they went into town. Under the influence ^of that excite- 
ment I may have exaggerated the numbers in the letter, but as to the principle I do 
not think there is anything wrong in the letter. Now, when Judge Logan did not 
come down there all the members of the bar were very indignant. There was a meet- 
ing held, and the sheriff was sent up there with a party to escort him ; and Colonel 
Bynum, the solicitor, and a gentleman, too, a republican, wrote a letter to Judge Lo- 
gan to come down and hold court ; that there was no danger. The next week, when 
I went down to Lincolnton — I was subscribing at that time for the New York Tribune 
among other j)apers — I saw in the Tribune the report of Senator Nye's speech ; it was 
handed to me by a member of the bar. He said, *^Look here at the infamy of this 
fellow Logan writing on there that he cannot hold court." I said, " I am going to 
correct that,^^ and I sat down on the impulse of the moment and wrote to Senator 
Blair. 

Question. Judge Logan did have large numbers arrested on Sunday and Monday, and 
staid in Rutherford and had them put upon investigation? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; ho did not put them on investigation. 
Question. Did he put them in jail f 

Answer. Yes, sir; in the court-house, and surrounded them, as I understood. 
Question. He called out the militia of the county ? 

Answe}\ No, sir. He ordered the sheriff to detail a posse. That posse was an armed 
posse ; and he did not try them, but bound them over. He would not give them trial 
or bail. 

Question. He took the most stringent and determined measures against them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and unlawful. ^ / 

Question. He even went beyond what you considered lawful ? 
Answer. I know it was unlav.^ful. 

Question, Were there not great numbers of the Ku-Klux organization in Cleveland ? 
Answer, 1 cannot tell you. 
Question. Was it so reputed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is not that an overwhelmingly strong democratic county ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you were afraid to take strong ground boldly and publicly against 
this organization, as it would put your life in danger I 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; I think so, in the latter part of 1870. 
Question.- Why would it not put Judge Logan's life in danger f 
Answer. That is a Yankee way of putting a question. 

Question. I ask if there was not danger in Judge Logan going to Cleveland in the 
midst of such a movement against the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. 1 do not know but there was at that time. I do not know that any Ku-Klux 
were arrested in Cleveland, I do not think any on^ would have assaulted a judge, 
whose duty it was to attack crime ; but for a private citizen it would have been differ- 
ent. If I had been a judge I should have denounced them as strongly as anybody, but 
not as a private citizen. 
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Question, In tlie light of the fact that you were afraid to take such a stand a|];ainst 
that organization, do you think that Judge Lo^an was without reason in supposing ho 
would bo in danger just at that time, after doing all that you say 'ho did in putting 
these men in jail and picketing the roads iu regard to the Biggerstaff raid, which 
started from the eftunty of Cleveland ? 

Answer, That fact was developed afterward. 

Question, lie may have had it before him then, because he had evidence there. 
Ansiva\ 1 think notj I think the witnesses were all Rutherford men. Only two 
were convicted. 

Question, But you do not know what was in his mind. Would there not have been 
danger in that state of things to him in going to Cleveland ? 

Answer, I did not think so then, and do not think now they would. have made any 
open demonstration. He came there without any escort, and they did not assault him. 
It was observed that there was not even an assault in the town while he was there. 
He came unattended, and went around the circuit. I do not think that where it was 
the duty of a man to denounce them they would have attacked him. I do not think 
they would have attacked a judge, whereas they might have attacked a private 
citizen. 

Question, Hid they not attack Collector Wiley ? 

Answer, O, that has been done very recently, and I think that was not at all a Ku- 
Ivlux business ; that was a whisky raid. He made a raid on a fellow named Thorn- 
burg, captured his still, and it was rescued. 

Question. Were they not men in disguise ? 

Answer, 1 do not know how that "was j but that was only three or four months ago. 

By Mt. Blair : 
Question. We want the facts about that. 

Answer. This man Thoniburg I think was always a republican — he was during the 
war — and had a whisky distillery which was illicit. They captured his whisky, and 
that night it was rescued. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. I call attention to the fact that the collector was acting in the Hue of his 
duty. 

Ansicer. This man is named Joseph Thorn burg. I do not think it was Wiley who 
captured the whisky ; perhaps it was a subordinate officer of his. They took it and 
hauled it to. Cherry ville depot, ten or twelve miles, and that night a party captured i 
the whisky and rolled it down into the woods, two or three hundred yards, and in the 
morning the officer recaptured it. 

Question, How many republicans signed that memorial against Judge Logan ? 

Answer, Two. 

Question. Is not Bynum's name reported in that memorial to the legislature ? 

Anstver, No, sir. 

Question, That is his name? 

Ansicer, His name is William Preston j the young gentleman's name is William Shipp 
By num. 

Question, The names of the republican lawyers are Barringer and Bailey? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Does Judge Boyden live in that district ? 

Ansicer, No, sir. I stated that this memorial was signed by the resident practicing 
lawyers in our district. Mr. Bailey comes over from Charlotte. The meeting was 
held in Charlotte. General Barringer was on the committee that reported the resolu- 
tion ; Governor Vance, also. 

Question, Does Judge Boyden practice in that district ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, and I have been told thc^t he very warmly approved of this course. 
Question, But he did not sign it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, You could not say that all signed it but two ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; except two. Barringer signed it and was on the committee, and 
he stated that ho was authorized by Colonel Bynum to state that he indorsed our pro- 
ceedings, but would not sign it. 

Question. Mr. Barringer is the only one living in the district who signed it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question, Mr. Bailey, who did not live in it, but sometimes practices in it, signed it? 
Ansicer, He practices in it all the time. 
Question, But Judge Boyden does not ? 

Answer, He was not a practicing lawyer then ; ho was on the bench when those 
resolutions were passed. I have no ddhbt he would have signed it cheerfully, from 
what I know of his private sentiments on this subject. 

Question, You say Mr. Bailey is a republican ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir ; he was recognized as such. I thought you would know that. 
Question, Was he at that time ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. I knew he had become so. 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think he has been for some time ; that is my undcr^anding. 
Question, You spoke of some rioting in your town by the negroes upon some negroes 
that had voted the conservative ticket? 
Answer, Yes, sir. The first one was for joining the conservative club. 
Question, You say these parties were not in disguise, but were known ? 
Answer, That committed the violence ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansiver, Yes, they were known to these men. 
Question. How long ago was that ? 

Ansicer, The first raid on Yirgil Ramsour occurred in the summer of 1868. 
Question, The parties were known to the grand jury ? 

Ansiver. They were known to him, but I do not think he went to the grand jury to 
state who they were. My understanding is that he was afraid to do it, and did not do 
it. He detailed the case to me. 

. Question. Why did not the grand jury in youi; county make diligent inquiry to know 
what was done ? 

Ansiver. You must summon them ; I am not their apologist. I do not know that they 
knew of this fact j they might have known it. 
Question. That is a democratic county ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; but these things were under republican rule. » These magistrates 
were appointed by Holden, in 1868, and held on until then. We had republican magis- 
trates. 

Question. Did you have any democratic magistrates ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 
N Question. Any in the county ? 

Answer. I do not think there were. I will have to xecur to the history of affairs a 
little. When the convention met to reconstruct the State, it was provided that Governor 
Holden should appoint magistrates, and they should hold until after the election of 
1868, and all the magistrates in our county were republicans at that time. 

Question. The grand jury was not republican ? 

Ansivei: I do not know ; it was selected by radical commissioners, and it was charged 
upon them, pretty generally, that they always salted it with republicans pretty 
I strongly. 

Question. Do you say the commissioners selected the grand jury ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they drew them, and had a right to throw out those not competent. 

Question. Do you think they abused that privilege ? 

Answer, I do not charge it. 

Question. Does not the law require that they should put into the jury-box every com- 
petent man ? 
Answe\', Yes, sir. 
Question. Did they do so ? 

Answer, If you ask my x^rivate opinion, I will say I do not think they drew the grand 
jurors fairly. 

Question, Does not the law require that the names should be dr>wn from the box bv 
a boy ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; the law requires that men shall not steal, but men do steal. 

Question, Do you swear that the grand juries have been habitually drawn, in your 
county, fraudulently ? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 expressly disclaim that. I say they used their privilege, as far as 
they could, of ruling out any name they might select, for partisan purposes. I do not 
know how far, but I think the grand juries, at that time, had a stronger republican 
bias, or a greater number of republicans on them than they had afterwards, when 
drawn. The other side may have done the same thing ; I do not pretend to say about 
that. They generally would have a great many negroes on them — as many as they 
could get on — men who could not read or write, and knew nothing. There is a pub- 
lished statement, affidavits of the radical commissioner tampering with the jury in the 
Dunlap case, the one in which Logan made his celebrated charge. 

Question. You spoke of a case in i^dlk County, where Judge Logan imposed an inad- 
equate punishment on the parties f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is Polk County from where you live ? 
Answer. About fifty miles. 
<^u€8tion. Beyond Cleveland ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it lies west of Cleveland, and south of Rutherford; South Carolina 
bouuds it on the south. 

Question. Lincoln is to the east of Cleveland t 
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Anm'cr. Yes, sir ; I never was in Polk in my life. 
Question. You detailed the facts, not from your own knowledge ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I stated that 1 detailed them as I had heard them. 
Question, You gave them from a written memorandum ? 

Ansiccr, Y«s, sir. The Hampton case and the Scoggius case I detailed from others. 
The other two I had heard myself. 

Question, You spoke of the Hoflmaster case in Rutherford. You had no knowledge 
of that ? 

Ansicer, No, sir; those two cases I got from information, that of Hampton and that 
of Hoffmaster. 

Question. What you mean hy information is what somebody told you ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; gentlemen present at the trials. 

Question. Have you heard it stated that Mr. Sapaugh was chief of the gang of men 
that made an attack upon Wiley, the collector of internal revenue, in Cherry ville ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I do not think that is so, because Mr. Sapaugh lived in a different 
county — Cleveland County, twenty-five miles from the scene of those operations. I 
never heard it charged that he had any connection with it. 

Question. You have not heard it charged ? 

Answer'. No, sir ; I do not think it is so. I will state further ; Mr. Sapaugh formerly 
lived in Cleveland County, hut when arrested was on his way from Yorkvillo to Mor- 
ganton, and was lost, having mistaken his road. In that way he got so far down to 
the east of Shelby. 

Question. Laying that aside, I^ant to see how far Judge Bond^s conduct and the 
court at Raleigh is attacked. I believe Judge Brooks had retired and gone home on 
account of sickness ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard so. I think he was there during the Shotwell trial, but 
retired prior to the Biggerstaff trial. 
Question. And prior to the passing of the judgment ? 
Ansiver. I do not know ; I was not there. 

Question. I call attention to that to show why I did not mention Judge Brooks's 
name. Yon think Judge Bond used this Anderson Davis crowd? 
Answer. I did not state that Judge Bond used them. 
Question. Judge Bond was the man who turned them loose? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I understand they were turned loose by Mr. Starbuck. 
Question. Were they not convicted ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not indicted at all ; that is my understanding. . 
Question. Did they not confess ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and were discharged. They did not prosecute them at all ; that is 
my understanding about it. I do not think they were ever before Judge Bond at all. 

Question. They were not among the number who \7ere indicted, and on whose open 
confession the judgment was suspended ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. No bill was found against them ? 

Ansiver, That is my understanding. 

Question. There was a bill against Davis and his men ? 

Anmver. Yes, sir. 

Question. These men were convicted ? 
Answer, No, sir; they submitted. 

Question. Judgment was prayed upon them, and they were punished ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Your complaint is that these bad men, the worst gang, were let off for men 
less guilty in point of morals ? 

Answer. There are the facts ; I do not know as it is my complaint ; I have nothing 
to do with it except as a private citizen. I was stating the facts. 

Question. You were holding the district attorney responsible ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not hold him responsible. 

Question. He is to be blamed if there is any harm in it ? 

Answer. I suppose so ; if any one is culpable he is the man. 

Question, There were nine of these men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question, Were not Baxter's crowd, in point of fact, used as witnesses afterward, as 
well as the others ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they came up with Mr. Vest, and were turned out at large. They 
were in Lincolnton, I think, three weeks, at large in the streets. 

Question. What advantage could it possibly be to the cause of the United States to 
have released bad men in preference to good men ? 

Ansi^r. I think this: The only object 1 can see is this, that they wanted to implicate 
men who were prominent in politics through the testimony of these men. I think 
these men were offered inducements, that in many cases v/ere dishonorable, ip swear 
against men. 
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Question. By whom? 

Ansiver. I do not know by whom ; hy different parlies. I have heard of Scoggins at • 
times asking men to swear against mc. Baxter told me himself that when in prison 
at Rutherfordton Judge Logan sent for him at night down to his house and magnified 
bis danger of the penitentiary, but said that no matter what crime he had committed, 
if he would swear enough to convict me ho would pardon him ; and Scoggins said in 
a crowd that he would pardon any man that would swear against me. This very fellow, 
Hope, said Scoggins said they had made him offers to swear against liie. He told me 
that voluntarily, that they had offered him pardon if he would swear against me, and 
I liave learned the same from others. 

Question. What proportion do these nine men bear to the entire membership of this 
klan in the county ? 

Ansiver. I cannot tell. 

Question. Only a small proportion ? 

Ansiver. I reckon they are. 

Question. If they should swear falsely would it not be very easy to bring a crowd of 
witnesses to show it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and they did. When Davis swore against a young man three wit- 
nesses swore that they would not believe him on oath, and the prisoner was discharged. 
I think Davis swore to lies. 

Question. Let us advert to the complaint of Mr. Durham. He complains that 
seven certain men were put in an indictment with him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that thereby they are prevented from being ma^e witnesses in his 
favor ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he says that the speech about which he wants them to testify was made 
before sixty men ? • ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any difficulty in getting the other fifty-three men to testify to it ? 

AnsU'ei'. I think they are all indicted or they have been run off. 

Question. But not in the same indictment ? 

J[wm'er. I think so. 

Question. The whole fifty-three ? 

Ansiveo: Yes, sir. 

Qtiesiion. With Mr. Durham ? 

Answe)\ That is my understanding of it, as many of them as they could catch. A 
good many have run off, but those men who ^Mr. Durham took there with him to be 
witnesses as to his object and motives are in the bill with the others. 

Question. You do not mean to b« understood, as you would have been if I had not 
put these questions, that these seven men were selected by the Government for indict- 
ment ? 

Ansivei\ No, sir ; I stated that they were all indicted, and these men that they selected 
were such as would swear antagonistic to Mr. Durham, and they would not give him 
the benefit of those he had selected as witnesses to go with him. 

Question, Selected how ? 

Answer. For instance, fifty are indicted. They go to forty-five and ask what Dur- 
haju said ; they say he went there to break up the meeting ; but the five others will 
state that he wanted to participate in the raid ; they turn those five loose. 

Question. How turn them loose ? 

Ansiver. Make them State's evidence. 

Question. Are they not all indicted ? 

Ahswei\ Yes, sir, but the State solicitor can nol. pros. 

Question. You spoke of discharging the witnesses by the district attorney?. 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is Mr. Starbuck? 

Answo'. Yes, sir. I was in the secession convention with him in 1861 j a mighty 
good secessionist he was then. 

Question. Was he not presented by his own grand jnrv about that matter before Mv. 
Chase ? 

Question. Yes, sir. I say he was a good secessionist. Ho was presented, but I do not 
think he was indicted. He took the oath that ho never had supported the confederate 
government. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. And he was actually a member of the confederate convention ? 0 
Anstver. Yes, sir, and would have got mad if you had told him differently in former 
times. 

Bif Mr. Pool : 
Question. The matter was brought before Judge Chase ? 
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Answer. I do not know ; I believe it was. 
Question. Mr. Durham has not been tried ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. None of the men in the indictment have yet been discharged? 
Ansiver. Oh, yes, sir. 

Question. Those in the same indictment with Mr. Durham ? 

Answer. When I say discharged I do not use the word technically. Perhaps these 
five or ten used against him as witnesses were not put in the bill of indictment ; it was 
ascertained how they would swear, and they w^ere not put in the bill, but allowed to 
tijrn Sate's evidence. It would amount to the same thing. 

Question. Complaint is made that the district attorney would not ?}oZ.j3ros. or keep out 
of the indictment seven men selected by Durham, as his friends, who would swear 
favorably to him ? 

Answer. I do not say that, but I say they selected men out of the defendants who 
would swear to suit them, and kept those in who would not swear to suit them. They 
kept him out of testimony in that way. 

Question. Wonld you think it proper for the district attorney to nol. j)ros. men who 
were selecljed by the defendant ? 

Answei'. I think it would have been fair to have proved it outside, aliunde^ in the 
case of a man of Mr. Durham's high standing. I think that he ought not to have 
deprived him of all testimony. I think that he ought to have given him a fair show- 
ing on both sides. I think that is the policy of our law since 1866, to allow all facts 
to go to the jury, and let the argument go to the credibility and not the competency. 

Question. Did Mr. Durham, or his friends, bring to the attention of the district attor- 
ney these seven men ? 

Answer. I do not know about that ; I do not know how that was. 

Question. You are not prepared to say the district attorney acted unfairly about it ? 

A7iswe}\ I am only relating what conversation I had with Jklr. Durham. 

Question. Fifty or sixty men who were x>resent when Mr. Durham made the speech 
were indicted ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And seven of those men will swear for Durham's benefit, and they are in. 
the indictment with others; is that all there is of it ? 

Ansiver. Those are the facts, but not the whole of the facts ; that is the truth, 
but not the whole truth. 

Question. You spoke about United States marshals and commissioners selling dis- 
charges and making money out of it. Has there been any complaint before the ap- 
pointing power, the United States district judge, of those things ? 
• Ansiver. No, sir ; we do not complain of anything the United States Government 
does ; we bear it all as patiently as possible. We do not think there is any redress for it. 

Question. Have you any doubt that if these facts were brought to the attention of 
Judge Brooks he would hesitate to remove them ? 

Ansiver. I do not think the United States authorities would believe anything a dem- 
ocrat said. 

Question. I ask you as to Judge Brooks ? 

Ansiver. I heard a very prominent republican say he was going to try to stop Scog- 
gins's proceedings ; that they were outrageous. 

Question. Do you believe Judge Brooks would hesitate to remove these marshals and 
commissioners if convinced that they were guilty? 

Answer. Is it in 'Judge Brooks's power alone ? because I will state it on my knowl- 
edge of Judge Brooks. I think they are appointed by the President, The commis- 
sioners are appointed by the President under the Ku-Klux bill. I will say I think 
Judge Brooks an honorable gentleman. 

By Mr. Pol.vnd : 

Question. I think you are mistaken about the power of appointment? 
Answer. I do not know; I think that if Judge Brooks w^as convinced that these men 
had done wrong ho would remove them. 

By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Have you any doubt about his power to remove the deputy marshal ? 
Aimver. I do not know. 

Question. To issue a rule and bring up a marshal or a deputy^? 

Answer. That is a mere legal question that I have not examined! If I had the biU 
before me I might give my opinion. 

Question. Has nobodv brought to the attention of the court the malfeasance of these 
oflicersf 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think any man is likely to risk i>ersecution by doing it. J 
think we are in just the condition of having no redress in any way in Western North 
Carolina. 
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Question. And therefore you will not try to have redress ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I should not try it, but protect myself personally. 

Question, Do you not feel, as a good citizen, that you ought to bring the misconduct 
of officers to the attention of the court 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, if we had authorities that I had confidence in. 

Question. Have you confidence in Judge Brooks and Judge Bond ? 

Amwer. Yes, sir. I do not know that Judge Brooks has the power ; but while I " 
would complain to Judge Brooks, from the confidence I had in him, I would expect 
this horde of marshals to commence persecuting mc. Judge Brooks would do his duty, 
but that would not protect me from the military coming at midnight to my house, a»d 
I would not willingly incur their displeasure. I do not think we have any redress for 
any offense committed by the military upon us. 

Question. How many persons in Rutherford, Cleveland, Lincoln, and Catawba, in the 
aggregate, have confessed ? 

Ansiver. 1 csmnot tell. 

Question. As many as two hundred ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I reckon perhaps two hundred and fifty. I never looked into those 
records. 

Question. And in their confessions they have implicated other parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think, though, that the raiding has been confined to a very small 
proportion of those who belonged to the order. I think three-fourths of the order have 
never, committed any violence at all, and perhaps one-fourth have committed violence, 
and they have told that others belonged to it. 

Question. So you say there have been about two hundred and fifty confessions? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Confessions upon oath, affidavit ? 

Answer. I do not know how they were made. I never saw one of them until here. 
Question. Have not the arrests made been upon those two or three hundred confes- 
sions generally ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose they have. 

Question. Then the evidence was not simply confined to that gang of nine men ? 
An^wefi\ No, sir. I did not say that all in those Counties were arrested on the confes- 
sions of these nine men. ^ 
Question. You took particular pains not to say it ? • 
Amwer. Yes, sir ; I stated the fact. 

iQuesiion. I want to know what proportion were arrested on those confessions. 
Jlnswer. One of these nine men said he had told on one hundred and forty-four. 

By Mr. Blair : 
(Question. That was one of the Anderson Davis crowd ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. You do not know how many of the two hundred and fifty confessing told 
on them ? 

Amwcv. No, sir ; I kept aloof from them. 

Question. You are not prepared to say that any arrests have been made except upon 
aidequate testimony ? • 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I will give you an instance. A young man, while I was at Gaston 
court, two weeks ago. named Rankin, was arrested. No warrant was shown to him. 
He WRS put in jail with about twenty-five or thirty men, a very cold night. They re- 
fused to let his attorney, or his father, or anybody else see him privately. They kept 
him two days, and the third day turned him loose; they had^nothing against him. 
He was told that he was arrested not because he had done anything, but to make him 
tell on others. 

Question. Do you know anybody who has been bound over to Raleigh, of the whole 
seven or eight hundred, except upon adequate testimony ? 

Answe)\ I am not prepared to give an opinion, as I have no knowledge of the facts. 
Jt would be a mere guess. 

Qimtion. You spoke of your opposition to secret societies ? 

Ansvjer. Yes,, sir, political societies ; I am a rriason. 

Question, You had refereuce to political societies, as we all understood. 

Answer. Yes, sir, I always opposed them. I am very sorry that I made an exception 
in what I regarded as a principle. Sometimes men difier in parties ; perhaps all of us 
do that. 

Question. You were never a Red String ? 

Answer. No, sir. ' ' ' 

^ Question. Nor a Hero of America ? 

'Answer, No, flir ; nor a Union Leaguer, nor a member of any other political society. 
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By Mr. Waddell : 
Question, Nor a Kiiow-NotiiiDg ? 

Anstver. No, sir, I never was. I do not know liow it is mtli the balance of you. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question, Was it a matter of general notoriety in the State that such an organization 
•as Ku-Klux existed as early as January, 1870 ? 
Anstver, I do not know, sir, about that. 

Question. It was a little after that that Governor Bragg wrote these letters ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. I do not know whether it was of general notoriety or not. I do 
not think myself that the organization has ever been general over the State, as far as 
I know. I think in some portions of the State it has been strong — dijQferent societies. I 
think this is in my reply which I have furnished. I do not think these societies were 
the same in any part^of the State. For instance, the Constitutional Union Guards and 
White Brotherhood never existed in our part of the State. The Sampson and Lenoir 
County outrages were dififerent. I think in different parts of the State tbey were dif- 
ferent organizations and with perhaps different purposes to carry out. 

Question. Wherever you heard of them they wore disguises ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. The same character of disguises ? 

Answe)', I do not know whether they were or not. 

Question, Is there not a similarity in all the oaths you have seen ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, there is some similarity, but I never should have taken a great 
many of the oaths I have seen, that I would obey any man^s instructions and punish a 
man who divulged a secret. I think that was sufficient notice to any man that they 
were unlawful, and if that notice had been given me I never should have joined it. 

Question, Were the signs similar ? 

Answa; 1 do not know what the signs of the Union Guards and White Brotherhood 
were. 

Question. Were not the signs uniform throughout the State ? 

Ansicer, I do not think I ever heard the signs except those of the Invisible Empire. 

Question. Was not the existence of this organization positively denied by the demo- 
cratic press up*to the summer of 1870, and every man denounced who charged it ? 

Ansicer. 1 am not prepared to say. I have not the papers with me. I believe a great 
many democratic editors did not believe it existed ; for instance, my papers at Char- 
lotte, tl^e ones nearest to me. Mr. Watts told me he did not believe the organization 
existed until these developments took place. The nearest account I saw of it was an 
editorial in the Telegram by Mr. Hearue, the organ of Mr. Caldwell. I have endeav- 
ored to obtain his article. He stated that the original organization was lawfiil and 
that it had been perverted. 

Question. Did not ]Mr. Hearne say he had been a member of it? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; he said in that editorial that the editorial was entitled to credit 
because he spoke from what he knew. 

Question. You say ho was publishing an organ for Governor Caldwell ? 

Answer. Yes, si:, understood to be his organ, the Telegram; all his communications 
went through that. Perhaps I do him injustice, and I would not do that. ^ I will say 
that all his official communications and advertisements went through it. *It was not 
understood to be a strictly republican paper, but he was generally opposing the con- 
servatives. 

Question. Was he opposing anything except the call of the convention ? 
An8wa\ I understood that he was. 

Question. I mean anything of the principles of the democratic party ? 

Answci', I am not prepared to say, because I did not take his paper ; but it was looked 
upon as an opposition paper in the State. I know his paper was taken by all the 
republicans in the country as a republican organ, and when Governor Caldwell got 
into personal difficulties Mr. Hearne was his personal friend. 

Question, When you went, after Teceijing this letter from Governor Bragg, to Raleigh, 
the governor having charge of your cases, as was customary with you, did you have 
any talk with him ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I did not attend the supreme court. I only go there occasionally, 
but I had to go there to have my own case argued, this rule against me. Governor 
Bragg was my counsel, and ^Rlr. Strong and Mr. Moore. I did not see Governor Bragg ; 
he was sick and starting for the springs. I met him just as he was about taking the 
train for the Virginia springs. 

Question, Did you talk with any of the leading democrats of I^aleigli on the subject? 

Answer, No, sir. I have conversed as little as possible on the subject except where 
I could do some good in regard to it. 

Question. You said you had been at only one Klan meeting in Lincoln? 

An8we7\ No, sir ; I said I had not been at any Klan meeting. I was at a meeting on 
one occasion. 
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Question. When you were initiated ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 
Question. Were you at any other meeting? ^ 
A7i8iver. No, sir. 

Question. Never at a meeting anywhere ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Were not the democratic papers in the State denying the existence of this 
organization and denouncing everybody that asserted its existence, at the very time 
that Governor Bragg wrote yon this letter ? 

Answer. I am not prepared to answer that question without looking at the papers 
I take but the Sentinel, and Democrat, and the North State. 

Question. The Sentinel is the organ of the party? 

Ansiver.' Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not that paper denounce everybody who asserted the existence of the 
organization, up to the trials in the summer of 1870 ? 

Answer. I do not think it was that way. I think that Mr. Turner wrote editorials 
charging that there were violences committed by Leagues and Ku-Klux, and that both 
ought to be put down and stopped ; but I did not understand him to deny the organi- 
zation, but to be opposed to both of them. 

Question. I suppose I may be allowed to state that Mr. Turner said, when he was a 
witness before the committee, that up to the trials or up to the investigation which oc- 
curred in August, 1870, before the supreme court judges, he had denied the existence of 
the organization in the State, and did not know anything of its existence. 

Answer*. You may make that statement ; I have no objection. 

Question. He alterward modified and said that early in the spring of that year he had 
denounced it. 

Answer. I will state that I have not taken his paper for some months ; I have not ap- 
proved of some things in his action, and did not take it. I take .the Era. 

Question. You say that Governor Bragg, when he wrote that letter, was chairman of 
the democratic executive committee of the State ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; but I do not desire to say that he wrote it to me in that character. 
I say expressly that he did not. 

Question. He resided in Raleigh ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He wrote me a private letter as a gentleman and a citizen, not as 
an officer, by any means in the world. 

Question. By what means did you succeed in leaving the organization ? 

Answer. I just told my friends I did not intend to have anything to do with such an 
organization as that at all. 

Question. There was never any formal action taken by a den or meeting ? 

Answer. I never belonged to a den, nor was enrolled, nor considered myself as belong- 
ing, nor connected with it ; and \Vhen I saw proper to quit I quit. My idea was this : 
I honestly believed it was a lawful organization, and as long as I could control it I did 
so, and as soon as I saw it was running into violence I ceased to have anything to dot 
with it. 

Question. You say Mr. Durham took nine members of the order with him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir f I do not know that they were all members of the order. 
Question. He took them to a meeting of the order ? 
Anstce)'. Yes, sir, 

' Question. What was the date of that transaction ? ,^ 
Answei'. It was about the time of the Biggerstaff raid — ^must have been ; the Bigger- 
staff raid, I think, was committed before the Ku-Klux bill passed, and it was before 
that, according to my recollection. 
Question. It was in the spring of 1871 ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; last spring ; the reason I state that is, that the indictment in the 
Biggerstaff raid was under the enforcement act, because it was before the Kn-Klus: act. 
Question. You say the sheriff of Cleveland County was one of those nine men ? 
Answer. I have so understood; I do not know»it to*bo a fact. 

Question. I ask you the general question: do you say those convictions at Raleigh 
were unjust? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I think they were very just. 

Question. You complained of the jury ; do you think they could have found other- 
wise ? 

Ansiver. I did not complain of them ; I stated facts ; you put me under oath and asked 
for facts ; I was reluctant to state them, but Senator Blair pressed me for these facts ; 
I was reluctant, and said I did not know except from information ; now you say I com- 
plained ; if you ask me my opinion I will say I believe they were convicted justly, and 

unished no more than they ought to have been ; I think the punishment was just ; I 

ave no sympathy with those men whatever. 

Question. When I said you complained, I meant that you stated complaints. 

Answer. I only stated facts ; I had to answer the questions ; I do not want to be 
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placed "by any report of ray testiraoDy in the position of coming hero as a partisan to ac- 
cuse a court or people ; while lam on oath I shall try to answer questions correctly, hut I 
do not want to throw myself into personal difficulties with the courts or judges, or 
those with whom I associate j but if it is drawn out of me I am a witness, stating facts, 
not a complainant. 

Qneslion. You believe that that jury did act fairly, rightly, and justly ? 

Ansn-er. I do; I think their verdict was just ; if I had been on the jury I would have 
found the same verdict. 

Question. Then however that jury was drawn, and with whatever shade of political 
opinion it was composed, it did act justly and fairly, and found a righteous verdict? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. And therefore nobody suffered ? 

Answer. No, sir ; nobody suffered unjustly; there might have been other cases where 
the evidence was not so plain in which they might have done it, and therefore I think 
the jury should have been composed of both parties. 

Question. In point of fact justice was done ? , 

Jnsiver. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Oueaiion. Has it been charged, or do you know, that a part of tbe obligation taken by 
this Klan in some localities is that they will clear members of the order if they get upon 
juries ? 

Answer, I never heard that in my life until Boyd swore it in the Holden trial. 
Question. You have never heard it from any other source ? 
Answer. I never did. 

Question. Would you think it entirely prudent and compatible with the ends of 
justice for a member of this Klan to sit upon a jury when another member was on trial ? 

Ansii'a\ Well, sir; after the organization had been perverted to unlawful purposes, I 
do not think it would. 

Question. They were never put upon trial until after that? 

Answei\ There have been very few trials in the State courts for the reason that they 
could not get at the testimony. 

Question. There had been no trials until after the order had been perverted? 

Anstccr. Yon desire my opinion as to whether it would have been proper to put a 
member of that order on the jury that tried these men at Ealeigh ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansicer. I will answer iri this way, that the members that have belonged to it in these 
latter days, committing violence, I do not think should have been, but those gentle- 
men who left it long ago, and who had joined it when they thought they were in it for 
, lawful purposes, I think would give as fair a verdict as "any men. I would say that 
those gentlemen whose names I have mentioned as being in my office, would give as 
fair a verdict as any men, the same verdict which was given in the Shotwell case. 

Quesiion. Had that class of gentlemen made public their severance of their connec- 
tion with the organization at that time? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not think they had. 

Quesiion. Could the marshal have known it ? 

Answer. I do not think they ever mentioned it. I do not think they would do it ; it 
would not have been prudent for them. 

Quesiion. When this class of men left the organization they did not make it public ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard any publication of a man that he had withdrawn from 
the Invisible Empire. 

Question. Do you not think that if they had done so their influence would have been 
more potent for the suppression of it ? 
Answer. That Is a matter of opinion. 

Question. Would not the bare fact that sueh men had left it, for the reasons you have 
assigned, been potent for its suppression ? 

Ansicer. I am not prepared to say whether it would have been potent or impotent. I 
think myself I did -more good by my private influence against the order than I could 
by coming out publicly, because I would have arrayed myself against it at once. 

' Quesiimi. You think those gentlemen were afraid to come out publicly ? 

Ansiver. I do not know about those gentlemen ; I know they ceased to have any con- 
nection ^vith it and so did I ; the whole matter has nearly passed out of my mind ; it 
has been nearly two years ago, and some of these statements I have to give from my # 
memory ; I know I never in my heart had any idea that I had committed a crime ; I 
never thought of sueh a thing in the world ; my conscience is perfectly clear upon this 
iwint. 

Question. The fact I wanted to get at was, that those who disapproved and quit the 
organization kept their sentiments secret ? 

Answer. I do not think they did ; when they met members of the order, and had 
heard that they had committed violence, they would remonstrate with them about 
these things ; I have done that ; I recollect one of these men that shot Wade Frazier, 
I met him on the street afterward ; that was committed on the night of the day that 
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the Kii-Klux bill passed ; I told Mm such outrages as that would destroy society; I 
told him if he knew it I would like to know it in order to punish them ; he was brought 
up before Starbuck, and Starbuck pressed him to swear against me, and he told him 
that was all he could say against me. 

Question. How could a man get out of the organization j he had taken an oath with- 
out regard to time? ■ • 

An8iva\ That is a matter of argument. I take the ground that a man can cease his 
connection with anything ; I had no written connection with it : I never sent in my 
name, never was enrolled, never sigued a constitution. 

Question. Did these gentlemen do any more than simply to express their disappro- 
bation in a private way of the outrages committed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I talked to several gentlemen who saicj. they did not intend to have 
anything more to with it, and did not. 

Question. Did they do more than that ? 

Anmer. I do not know that they did. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you consider the obligation which you did take as any longer binding 
upon you ? 

Answer. Ko, sir, I do not. I considered it nothing more nor less in the world than 
passing a set of resolutions in a democratic meeting and keeping it secret. I thought 
all this flummery about disguises was to bring in ignorant men and get them to join 
the society. I thought the very policy which made a man join the Union League would 
make him join this Invisible Empire. I think the moment a man wanted to separate 
from the Union League his promise or oath was no longer binding. I regarded this as 
a set of resolutions in a presidential campaign. 

By Mr. Pool: 

Question. Then you never felt yourself bound at all in the nature of an oath ? 

Answer. No, sir ; as I stated, these were the principles I had espoused. I considered 
it an obligation to assert these principles, but if I had been convinced that these prin- 
ciples were Avrong, I should not have hesitated to change and denounce them. I think 
the obligation was wrong, if that is what you want to get at. 

Question. I want to know how you could get clear of it ? 

Ansiver. There are several ways of getting out of a difficulty ; one is to fight out and 
one is to back out ; I backed ofet. 

Questioni Have many persons fled the country in that region ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Innocent or guilty ? 

Answer. I do not know who was innocent, or who guilty. 
Question. Do you think any innocent man has ijed ? 
Ansiver. Let me study ; a heap jof men have run off. 
Question. How many — five hundred ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you ; not that many in my county. 
Question. I mean iu all those counties there ? 

Answer. I cannot tell ; I think, perhaps, two or three hundred have run off from that 
portion of the country. 

Question. Do you think any innocent man has run off from that section of country f 
Answer. I am not prepared to say. I do not know who is guilty or who innocent. 
Question. I ask your judgment. 

Anstcer. How am I to give an opinion ? Two hundred men are charged with crime 
and they run off. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You say you cannot answer it ? 

Ansicei\ I cannot answer it, because I do not know the fact to justify my opinion. 
By Mr. Pool : 

Question. Have you reason to believe that any innocent man has fled from justice? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not have any reason' to believe any way at all about it. I wish 
to be understood as giving no opinion about it. I do' not know the nature of the 
charges. 

Question. Some have fled from your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a good many. They have been charged by testimony I do not know 
anything about. I never conversed with them nor examined the testimony, and I do 
not know whether they were innocent or guilty. 

Question. Men you were acquainted with ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, some of them. A large majority I did not know. They are in the 
lower orders of life. In our county tliQre are iron manufactures and there, are largo 
numbers of coalers and wood-choppers— the lower order of negroes and whites. There 
is the High Shoals Iron Manufactory, which has 15,000 acres of land, running through 
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three counties. These coalers are squatted all over that, and they have mostly com- 
mitted these outrages. They come to me to defend them. I do not know one in fifty 
of them. I do not know whether they are gnilty or not. They are always in hroils 
with the negroes, and fighting backward and forward. I cannot say whether they 
are guilty or not. 

Question. Pettis was arrested about fifteen miles from the South Carolina line? 
An8ivei\ Yes, sir. I give that as opinion — ten or fifteen miles. 

Question, There is no point made on the distance. He was arrested by United States 
'troops? 

Jnsiver, Yes, sir. 

QuestiQii. Taken into South Carolina? 
Ansivew Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not Governor Caldwell make complaint to the President ? 
Answer. All I know about it is what I saw in a message last night in a North Caro- 
lina paper. I there saw a communication from Governor Caldwell to the legislature, 
in which he stated that he had laid that matter before the President. 
. Question. Has Mr. Pettis been released by the Presjident's order ? 
* Answer. I only know from what Mr. Waddell reinarked awhile ago, that he was 
discharged. 

Question. Mr. Pettis was charged with being a party to a murder ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was his arrest unlawful if he was charged with a capital felony, in your 
opinion as a lawyer ? 

Anstver. I have not examined that question, sir, and cannot give you an opinion. 
I think it was unlawful. My reason is, I do not think they had a right to go out of 
the district where the habeas corpus was suspended without a warrant. The law may 
provide otherwise. 

Question, May^jiot any one arrest a murderer? 

Ansu:er. Yes, sir, if fresh pursuit is made, by the common law and statute 'law. In 
this case it was a year and a half before, and he -had been a resident there all the time 
and could have been arrested. I do not think the common law or statute law would 
justify arresting him eighteen months after the offense alleged, when he was there all 
the time. 

By the Chairivian: 

Question. Of course as to time you give your opinion. That was a cas6 which was 
before the sub-committee in South Carolina, and I think it was after the election of 
last year that Roundtree was killed in South Carolina. 

Ansicer. I would be glad to be corrected. I have heard of it, but I do not know how 
long ago it was. 

Question. Do you think his arrest was lawful without a warrant? 
Answer. Not if the time had elapsed that you stated 5 the common law would not 
authorize it. 

Question. You have stated that you were initiated into this organization in the 
county of Gaston ; also that you met gentlemen whom you believed and knew to be 
members of the organization in the county of Lincoln. From these facts, have you 
any doubt that the organization was the same and that the members had means of 
communication with each other, in those two counties at least ? 

Ansiver. I think that the organization was very similar, but I am not prepared to 
say what the oath of Lincoln County was, because I do not know. Now, Lincoln 
County may have been the same as Cleveland County or Gaston. The obligations 
differed. What it was I do not know. ' I never was at a njeeting. 

Question. The point is, were they not so far identical as to afi:ord ths means of com- 
munication with each other and recognition? 

Answei\ O, yes, sir, I think they were. 

By Mr. Blair : 

Question. In reference to these persons who ran away from that x^avt of the country, 
the question was asked whether they were all guilty or not. Might it not very well 
happen that men, 'for instance, in your own situation, who had joined in this matter at 
a very early period, and never participated* in any of these outrages, yet seeing the 
course of conduct pursued by Seoggins and others, might have been inspired with ter- 
ror and ran away ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that is the experience in criminal practice we all have ; that inno- 
cent men sometimes run away, and I think it is as likely to occur in this case as any 
others j but to give my opinion on a basis of fact I cannot do it. I believe theoretically 
that men ^ill do it, though the Bible assumes that only the wicked flee. 

JMr. Blair. I see the President assumes that only the guilty flee where they are going 
around and picking up men whether guilty or not. 
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APPENDIX TO THE TESTIMONY OF DAVID SCHENCK. 

^ COIJSTITUTIOX. 

Article I. This organization shall he known as the Order, No. , of the 

Ku-Klux Klan of the State of South Carolina. 

Article II. The ofQecrs shall consist of a cyclops and scrihe, hoth of whom shall he 
elected by a majority vote of the order, and to hold their office during good behavior. 

Article III, Section 1. It shall he the duty of the C.'to preside in the order, en- 
force a due observance of the constitution and hy-laws, and an exact compliance to 
the rules and usages of the order ; to see that all the members perform their respective 
duties ; appoint all committees before the order ; inspect the arms and dress of each 
member ou special occasions ; to call meetings when necessary j draw upon members 
for all sums needed to carry on the order. 

Sec. 2. The S. shall keep a record of the proceecUngs of the order ; write com- 
munications ; notify other Klans w^hen their assistance is needed ; give notice when 
any memher has to'suffer the penalty for violating his oath : see that all books, papers 
or other property belonging to his office, are jilaced beyond the reach of any one but 
members of the order. He shall perform such other duties as may he required of him 
hytheC. 

Article IY, Section 1. No person shall he initiated into this order under eighteen 
years of age. 

Sec. 2. No person of color shall he admitted into this order. 

Sec. 3. No person shall he admitted into the order who does not sustain a good 
moral character, and who is any way incapacitated to perform the duties of a Ku-Klux. 

Sec. 4. The name of a person offered fbr membership must he proposed by the 
committee appointed hy the chief, verhally, stating age, residence, and occupation ; 
state if he was a soldier in the late war, his rank, whether in the Federal or confeder- 
ate ser^dce, and Ms command. 

Article V, Section 1. Any member who shall offend against these articles, or the 
hy-laws, shall be suhject to he fined ancl reprimanded hy the C, as two-thirds of the 
members present at any regular meeting may determine. 

Sec. 2. Every memher shall he entitled to a fair trial for any offense involving 
reprimand or criminal punishment. 

BY-LAWS. 

Article 1, Section 1. This order shall meet at . 

Sec. 2. Five members shall constitute A> quorum, provided the C. or S. be present. 

Sec. 3. The C. shall have power to appoint such members of the order to attend 
to the siek, the needy, and those distressed, and those suffering from radical misrule, 
as the case may require. 

Sec. 4. No x>erson shall he appointed on a committee unless the person is present 
at the time of appointment. Members of committees neglecting to report shall he 
fined 30 cents. 

Article II, Section 1. Every memher, on heing admitted, shall sign the constitution 
and by-laws and pay the initiation fee. 

Sec. 2. A brother of the Klan wishing to become a memher of this order, shall pre- 
sent his application with the proper papers of transfer from the order of which he was 
a member formerly, shall he admitted to the order only by a unanimous vote of the 
memhers present. 

Article III, Section 1. The initiation fee shall he . 

Article IV, Section I. Every member who shall refuse or neglect to pay his fine 
or dues shall he dealt with as the chief thinks proper. 

Sec. 2. Sickness or absence from the country or heing engaged in any important 
husiness shall he a valid excuse for any neglect of duty. 

Article V, Section 1. Each member shall provide himself with a pistol, Ku-Klux 
gown, and signal instruments. 

Sec. 2. When charges have heen preferred against a memher in proper manner, 
or any matters of grievance hetween hrother Klux are hrought before the order, 
they shall be referred to a special committee of three or more members, who shall ex- 
amine the parties and determine the ma'tters in question, reporting their decision to 
the order. If the parties interested desire, two-thirds of the members present voting 
in favor of the report,, it shall he carried. 

Article VI, Section 1. It is the duty of every memher who has evidence that an- 
other has violated Article II to prefer the charges and specify the offense to the order. 

Sec. 2. The charge for violating Article II shall he referred to a committee of five 
or more memhers, who shall, as soon as practicahle, summon the parties and investi- 
gate the matter. 

Sec. 3. If the committee agree that the charges are sustained, that the memher on trial 
has intentionally violated his oath. Article II, they shall report the fact to the order. 
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Sec. 4. If the committee agree that the charges are not sustaiDed, that the member 
is not guilty of violating his oath or Article II, they shall report to that effect to the 
order and the charges shall bo dismissed. 

Sec. 5. When the committee report that the charges are sustained, and the unanaui- 
mous vote of the members is given thereof, the offending person shall be sentenced to 
death by the chief. 

Sec. (). The person, through the cyclops of the order of which he is a member, can 
make application for pardon to the Great Grand Cyclops of Nashville, Tennessee, in 
which case execution of the sentence can be stayed until pardoning power is heard 
from. 

Article VII, Section 1. Any member who shall betray or divulge any of the mat- 
ters of the order shall suffer death. 

Article VIII, Section 1. The following shall be the rules of any order to any mat- 
ter herein not provided for ; shall be managed in strict accordance with the Ku-Klux 
rules. 

Sec. 2. When the chief takes his position on the right, the scribe, with the members 
forming a half-circle around them, and at the sound of the signal instrument there 
shall be profound silence. 

Sec. 3. Before proceeding to business, the scribe shall call the roll and note the ab- 
sentees. 

Sec. 4. Business shall be taken up in the following order : 

1. Reading the minutes. 

2. Excuse of members at preceding meeting. 

3. Report of committee of candidates for membership. 
, 5. Collection of dues. 

6. Are any of the order sick or suffering ? 

7. Report of committees. 

8. New business. 



Washington, December 6, 1871. 
The Chairman. I submit to the committee the following communication : 

"Office United States Circuit Court, 

Ealeighj Noveniber 27, 1871. 
" Sir: I have received your letter of the 25th instant, asking for a * statement of the 
number of bills found under " the enforcement act of 1870, and under the act to enforce 
J;he provisions of the fourteenth amendment, by the grand jury at the late term of the 
circuit court of the United States, at Raleigh, North Carolina, stating the number of 
defendants embraced in the bills, how many defendants were convicted, how many 
plead guilty, and how many were acquitted and in answer thereto I have the honor 
to submit the following statement: 

" Under the acts of May 31, 1870, and April 20, 1871, above referred to, there were 
found, at the last session of this court, 61 bills of indictment, embracing 763 defendants, 
of whom 24 were convicted, 23 pleaded guilty, 13 were acquitted, nolle prosequi was 
entered as to 9, and the others have not yet been tried. 

" In some instances the names of some of the defendants appear in several bills, and 
when convicted in the first they pleaded guilty in the others. 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"N. J. RIDDICK, C?erA;. 

"Hon. John Scott, 

" United States Senate, WasTiivgton, D. C." y 
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TRIALS AT RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 



KECEOT TRIALS m THE OIECUIT COURT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, AT EALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 

Depar™ent of Justice, 

Washingtony Januai^y 27, 1872. 
Sir: I have the hoDor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, 
wherein yon state that the following resolution has been adopted by your committee : 
Eesolvedj That the chairman of this committee be directed to obtain from the De- 
partment of Justice copies of the reports on file of the recent trials in the circuit coiA t 
of the United States at Raleigh, North Carolina, and Columbia, South Carolina, for 
violations of the enforcement act of May 31, 1870, and the act to enforce the provisions 
of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, approved 
April 20, 1871." 

In compliance with the resolution of your honorable committ6e, I transmit herewith 
the original report of the recent trials at Raleigh, North Carolina. Owing to the lim- 
ited clerical force of this Department, I am not able to have a copy of said report made, 
and have to request that when your committee shall have done with it either the 
original, or, in case it should be printed, a copy thereof be returned to this Department 
to be placed upon its files. 

1 have this day addressed a communication to the attorney of the United States for 
the district of South Carolina, calling for the report of the trials at Columbia, he not, 
as yet, having transmitted it to me. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. H. WILLIAMS, 

Attornei/ General, 

Hon. John A. Scott, 

Chairman Joint Select Committee, ^c, United States Senate, 



THE JUSTICE RAID, OR THE RAID ON RUTHERFORDTON. 



For conspiracy against James M. Justice, 
under act of April 20, 1871. 



United States, 

V8, 

Rakdolph Abbott Shotwell, F. A. 
Shotwell, Adolphus Depriest, Amos Ow- 
ens, Calvin Teal, William Tanner, Wil- 
liam Mclntire, George Holland, William 
Teal, David Collins, William Scruggs, 
Spencer K. Moore, Benj. F. Fortune. 

Spencer K. Moore and Benj. F. Fortune pleaded guilty. 

Randolph A. Shotwell, Adolphus Depriest, Amos Owens, William Mclntire, George 
Holland, William Teal, David Collins, and William Scruggs were convicted. 
F. A. Shotwell, William Tanner, and Calvin Teal were acquitted. 

Note. — The above list comprises the names of all parties indicted, though some were 
not present at trial, being yet at large. 

J. H. DUPRAY. 

TESTmONY OF JAMES M. JUSTICE. 

J 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips:) 

Question. Your name, sir. 
Answer. James M. Justice. 
Question, Of what county ? 
Answer, Of Rutherford County. 

27 N C 
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Question. Member of the general asseniMy T 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; have been since June, 1868. 

Question. Elected wlien last ? 

Ansiver. August, 1870. 

Question, Ujion what ticket, sir ? 

Ansiver. Upon the republican ticket. 

Question. Who was the candidate for Congress in that year ? 
Ansiver. N. H. Jones. 
Question. On what ticket ? 
Ansiver. On the republican ticket. 
Question. Did you stump the county, sir ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I spoke in my county and in some other conntics. 
Question. Advocate his cause ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I was a member of the conveution that nominated him. 

Question. Go on, sir, and tell the jury of an attack that was made upon you; when, 
how, and where it was. 

The Witness. Well, sir, the attack of which you speak was made on me at my house on 
Sunday night, the 11th of last June. I was asleep in my bed-room, which is in the 
second story of a brick buildiug on the main street. The first story of the building 
was used as a dry-goods shop and drug-store, the first of which is on the east side of the 
mdm street. There is a saloon and two buildings fronting the main street, and the 
stores are north of my dwelling. My gate enters an avenue north of the upper office. 
The main entrance to my house is from a portico, the stairs running down in a north- 
ern direction. It is some thirty yards from the foot of the stairs to the gate. 

Question. What ki^d of stores below did you say ? 

Answe)\ The house below is a store-house and drug-shop, and above is my residence. 
Questim. Which way does the stairs run ? 
Ansivei'. It runs straight down. 
Question. That is to say, north, too ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

The Witness, (continuing.) I was awakedthatnightby a violent rushing and beating 
on my door and the firing of guns and pistols. It was raining very hard when I awoke, 

and I anticipated the trouble, and I intended to get out of my bed and [The witness 

was interrupted by counsel, and told to state none of his intentions, but his real acts.] 
I got up out of my bed, and by that time two men advanced into the room. The door 
had given away, though the iron that received the lock was there. The doors were 
locked and propped, as I always propped them before going to bed. I passed behind 
the bed, and one man I heard to say, Light a match," and instantly a match was 
lighted, making everything bright and visible in the entry and in the room. I saw 
two men standing in my room near the side of my bed, with frightful disguises on 
their heads. I saw nothing on the body of these two men. They had on a red 
face-covering, with eyes bound with white and the nose white, and horns stood 
erect about ten inches long — seemed to be ornamented with a whit^ stripe and had a 
ta«sei with ornaments ; and immediately on seeing me one man approached and said, 
" O, you damned radical, we have you at last and they took hold of me by the right 
arm and seized my throat, and pulled me through into the entry, and as I approached 
the entry where stood the others, they commenced beating me with their fists. I 
received several blows on my body. They brought me to the main entrance ; then my 
ouly hope waste arouse the citizens, and I hallooed. I saw a blow coming with a 
pistol which felled me to the floor, when they struck me several times in the side. I 
did not experience much pain from the blows in my side at that time. I did not know 
how they took me down. I afterward discovered slight bruises on my legs, as if they 
had been dragged over a board. 

Question, Where was Mrs. Justice ? 

Answei\ She was in the bed. 

Question, Was she awake ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did she say anything ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I told her not to speak. 

The Witness, (continuing). Some one at the foot of the steps out in the street de- 
manded of me to deliver him my pistol. I told him it was in the drawer in my room. 
I was then carried out to the gate. It was-raining very hard, and I had on only a shirt, 
and no other garments. The rain revived me and I soon came to ray senses, and heard 
many voices that seemed familiar to me. It was dark and cloudy, a'nd lightening. In 
the street they passed at my gate, a man on each arm ; one on my right a large, pow- 
erful-looking man, and one on my left not so large. They commenced firing guns and 
pistols along the street, and shouts and screams and expressions of exultation were 
raised that exceeded anything I ever heard. A man asked me where that " damned 
Logan " was. Mr. Logan was in business with me aud was in the habit of sleeping at 
my office. They started in the direction of the court-house, and they went so fast down 
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the street I was compelled to run for a little time to keep up with them. Wo came to 
the court-house, where some man called out, " This is the way." 
Question. What part of the compass did you go ? 

Answer. They went south, near to the court-house, and turned right across the public 
square, and the greater portion of the crowd in that direction. About a dozen followed 
with me. I looked around to see if I could possibly escape if I could release myself 
from their grasp. They turned east, iajtho direction of Shelby road. They ran and 
pulled me along. While they carried me the man who held my right arm asked me 
what my business was. I tofd him I was engaged in the practice of law. He asked 
what kind of cases I had on hand. I told him I had a variety of cases. He then asked 
me what kind of cases I had been engaged in. I told him I had been engaged in Ku- 
Klux cases. He said, " Yes, sir, you made a distinguished speech the other day." I 
told him I had made some remarks, but that I did not know they were distinguished. 
He said I had proposed, in those remarks to which he referred, to hang their leaders. 

Question, Whose leaders? 

Ansiver. The leaders of that Den ; he said " our leaders." He said, " You proposed 
to hang our leaders ; now, what if you should be hung — a leader of the radical party?" 
I answered him that I had not counseled any one to do wrong. Ho carried me on 
further, and some man, who seemed to be concealed in the thicket or brush, hallooed 
to the man who had me, who made some very low answer. A voice said, in that direc- 
tion, " Who have you ?" They told me to auswer and tell my name or they would 
kill me. I told it, and they raised a yell that is peculiar to them. Ho asked me if I 
wished to see a Ku-Klux. I told him I had seen all I wanted to, and did not want to 
see any more. He said he could raise a yell and call five hundred Ku-Klux. I was 
carried away to some men with horses. I didn't know how far the line extended. I 
saw fifty horses or mules ; I didn^'t know how many. There were men around the 
principal of them — some with gowns, some in their usual garments, but the greater 
portion had ^coverings over their heads. They stopped and had a conversation with 
me about my political course. They asked if I was not ashamed of being of that 
party that put negroes to rule and govern. They said the white men would not suffer 
such things ; that I had been warned ; that my course would not ^longer be borne by 
the whites of this country ; that they had brought me there to put me to death. I 
told them I had supported the national republican party because I thought it was 
right. They told me I was a liar ; that a man of my sense knew it was not right ; 
that the whites could not stand such a government. We argued some time in this 
manner. They said they were determined to kill me. At that time, the man who had 
befriended me asked for the chief of " Horse Creek" Den. I frequently heard that 
name mentioned before. Some one replied that there was no officer present ; but the 
same voice said there was a " second" there. He then told him to tell the " second" 
to take charge of his men if he had any command over them. He said he wanted to 
talk with me ; that he was a South Carolinian, and had never seen me before. He told 
me I had to stop the course I was on. He said he was disobeying orders, for he had 
orders to kill me at that time without inflicting any blows. He could, he said, use his 
discretion when circumstances justified the sparing of a life, and that he would like 
very much to have me in his order. I told him I would rather decline and retire from 
public life. He said he must have Biggerstaff ; that he had behaved very badly, and 
had given his men a great deal of trouble. I have not spoken of all, but only of that 
which referred to him. They spoke of Carpenter and Downey, and said they were 
traitors to their cause, and that they knew Downey had talked with me. I told them 
he had not. 

Question. Was it raining all the time. 

Amioer. Yes, sir. 

^ Question. You were in your shirt alone ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

The Witness, (continuing.) At the time I arrived there, some man asked another to 
hold the mules, and look around for the rope; he said he had brought a rope to hang 
the " damned rascal " with. One said he was going to take me to South Carolina, that 
Scott wanted me, and others made other remarks. I grew very weak ; my head was 
bleeding, and the wounds I received in my side became very painful, and I felt about 
to faint. I asked him to let me sit down, which ho at first refused to do, and asked 
me what was the matter with me. I said, " My head was bleeding." He said, " He 
thought it would do me good to bleed, to take the negro equality blood out of me.^^ I 
then sat down as he bade me to do. They asked me if I knew them. I told them I did not, 
if I was to be sworn before God. They said, if they knew that I knew them, they 
would kill me instantly. After a half an hour or so, they came on a crowd, and on 
coming ttp, a voice called out for the prisoner, and they bade me get up, and carried 
me forward a few steps to where the man spoke, and there was a man who had 
on a common rubber coat, and had his face covered. He took charge of me, and the 
other men went away. Hq repeated a good deal of talk about my political course, and 
mentioned the subject of my very extreme radicalism. 
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Question. Do yon remember anything he said ? 

Answer, He said, I had been a very strenuous opponent to the calling of the conven- 
tion ; that I had supported the radical party to the ruin of this country ; that the 
people would not allow this negro rule, and that the white men proposed to rid them- 
selves of it; that they had come to take my life, and if I had anything to say, I had 
better say it, for my time was very short. He, at last, asked them what I would give 
him if I was discharged. I told him, he saw all I had with me, but that I would give 
all I had. 

Question, This, the man with the rubber coat ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

The Witness, (continuhig). He, at last, said, if I \yould show him Mr. Biggerstaff he 
would discharge me. I said, I did not know where Mr. Biggerstafl' was. He torld me that 
was not the truth ; he said that I was his ( Biggerstaff 's) friend, and knew where he 
lived. I told him he lived in the old hotel building. He said, they had broken the 
doors, and they could not find him there. He insisted that I could find Mr. Bigger- 
staff, and said if I found him he would discharge me. He then said to the crowd who 
would go back with me and get' Biggerstaff, and then discharge me. That was disap- 
proved by the crowd. They said, they had come to kill me and they were going to do 
it, and could get Biggerstaff another time. They said they objected purely to my 
political course, and said If I was let off I would go to Washington and raise a big 
row about them. Some voice in the crowd affirmed that he would shoot me anyhow. 
Then this man who had me collected some others in a circle around me — four on foot 
and one on horse — and said, "Now, if you shoot, you will kill your friends. I want to 
talk with this man," my friend continued, about Biggerstaff." After this a little 
man ap]3roached, and placed a x)istol over the man's shoulder and said that was the 
tool they had to work on "damned radicals" 'with. They mentioned gt)mething 
about Downey and others, and wanted mo to tell them where they were.* They said 
Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Log«in must change their political course, or die ; -that Bigger- 
staff would be killed anyway wherever he went j that if he left the country he would 
have to be killed ; that they had " Dens" all over the United States and only had to 
send an order for his death ; and, in conclusion, called me aside and said that if I 
would give him information as to Mr. Biggerstaff, -he would discharge me. He asked 
me to meet him at Cowpen's on the next Saturday night. I told him I was afraid of 
his men and all the Ku-Jvlux parties, and that I did not travel down there now, nor 
had not for some months through fear. He said he would make that all right if I 
would come. I told him I would make nq promises about it. The man seated on the 
horse said he could make a suggestion that would do. He said I could not go so far, 
but asked me to meet them on Saturday- night at Cox's shop at 9 o'clock, and told me if 
Judge Logan would arrive, or if Biggerstaff was there,' to give them information, and 
if I would keep my promises I would never be troubled again. I promised all and told 
him if he was ever in trouble to let me know that he was the man that befriended me 
and I would be his friend, and do all I could for him. I went home afterward as quick 
as I could. My feet were much torn, but found my family all gone out of the house. 

Question, Any one there ? 

Answer. No. sir ; I found no one there. I called to the neighbors and afterward 
found that they heard me but did not answer. 
Question. Mr. Justice, how long were you out ? 

An8ive7\ Well, sir, I cut some chips wheu I got back, and made a light and found 
it was half past 2 o'clock. 

Question. What time did you go to bed ? 
Ansiver. Nine o'clock, sir. 
Question. Nine is early, is it not ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What estimation would you give of the time you were abseut ? 

Answei'. About an hour and a half. 

Question. Do you think you recognized any of them ? 

Ansiver. I have an impression of several men whom I saw there. 

Question. At that time, sir. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Mention the names. 

Ansiver. I feel confident Randolph A. Shotwell was there, from his voice and size. 

Question. Did he talk 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. I think he said, when he started in the direction of the Star Office, " This is 
the way.'^ * 
Question. Was he disguised ? 
Ansiver, I think he had a disguise over his head. 
Question. What about his clothes ? 
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Ansivcr. He had on a suit I bad seen him wear— a long black frock-coat. I had seen 
him wear it several times. He is a line-looking, well-built man. 
Question. Is Mr. Shotwcll in court ? 
Aimver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Has he the same coat on ? 

Answer. I don't see him now ; ho has on a black coat, but cannot state. 0 
Question. Any others ? 

Ansicer. There were some young men in the village that I knew. 

Question. Will you mention any other name ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir j Mr. Harrill was there. 

Question. Some other name, sir ? 

Answei\ James Goode was there. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. At the Tuesday trial he was one of the defendants ; he asked me then to 
treat him. I told him I could not treat him. He said I was more desirous of hanging 
him. I told him, O, no. He repeated these remarks that night. 

Question. Who else were there ? 

Ansiver. Mr. William Webster was there. 

Question. How did you recognize him ? 

Answei\ From his voice and size. 

Question. Did you know him ? 

Answci'. Yes, sir ; ho was one of the parties I had before me on trial. I think I knew 
Mr. Tacner. 
Question. Why? 

Anstver. I thought it from the very peculiar way he stood about me. He has a pecu- 
liar way of standing. I don't often see a man stand as he does. 
Question. Who else? 

Answer. I think I recognized two young men by the name of Depriest. I was of the 
opinion that Adolphus Depriest was there. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. Well, sir, I thought I thought I knew his voice. I am not certain of it. 
Question. Did you think that nigh't he was there ? 
Anstcei'. Yes, sir. 

By counsel for defense : 
Question, Did you say you were not certain of it ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I was not certain. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question. ISTow, who else were there ? 

Ansivei'. Joseph Depriest, I thought, from his size and appearance. 
Question. Any other name ? 
Anstver I think Horton. 

Question. You judged them all by their voices and general appearance ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. I saw other men who were not disguised at all, whom I did not 
know. , 
Question. You knew Horton ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it is my impression he was there. 
Question. Mention another. 

Anstver. I think I recognized, the voice of Mr. Ladson Mills, jr. 
Question. Where is he ? 
Answer. He has fled the country. 

Question. Where is Webster ? ^ 

Answer. He has fled also. I think Mills and Webster left together. 

Question. Who else ? 

An8wa\ Ambris Mills. 

Question. Where is he ? 

Anstver. He left the country, sir. 

Question, Did he leave soon after the occurrence? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who else ? 

Anstver. Gather Trout. 

Question, Where is he. 

Answer. He is absent from the country. 

Question. Was Calvin Teal there ? 

Answer. No, sir. . 

Question. William Mclntire ? 

Anstver. I did not know him at that time. 

Question. William Teal ? 

Answei: William Teal I did not recognize that night. 
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Question, Was Amos Owens there ? 

Answe}\ I think not, for if he had been there I should have recognized his voice. 
Question. Any other name ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I think Thomas Mclntire, and F. A. Shotwell were there. 

Question. You say they took your pistol away ? 
^Answer. Yes, sir; the man that asked me where.it was went back into the house; 
when I returned I found the drawer iu which my pistol was open ; the scabbard of 
the pistol was lying on the floor, but the pistol was gone. Then I sent for a i)hysician 
to dress my wounds. 

(He was recalled and asked :) - 

Question. Was Alexander 11. Jones elected to Congress ? 

Ansiver.^^YeSj sir ; he was. 

TESTIMONY OF J. K. DEPEIEST. 

By counsel for T5nited States : 
Question. Mr. Depriest, I will read a paper ; see if you recognize it. 



Oath of the InvisiUe Empire. 

" I, before the great immaculate God' of heaven and earth, do take and subscribe to 
the following sacred binding oath and obligation : I promise and swear that I will 
uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States as it was handed down by 
our forefathers in its original i^urity. I promise and swear that I will reject and 
oppose the principles of the radical party in all its forms, and forever maintain and 
contend that intelligent white men shall govern this country. I promise and pledge 
myself to assist, according to my pecuniary circumstances, all brothers in distress. 
Females, widows, and their households shall ever be specially in my care and protec- 
tion. I promise and swear that I will obey all instructions given me by my chief, and 
should I ever divulge or cause to be divulged any secrets, signs, or pass- words of the 
Invisible Empire, I must meet with tbe fearful and the just penalty of the traitor, 
"which is death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren.'' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wliat was that ? 

Aimver. That was the oath of the Invisible Empire. 

Question. Did you belong to that Empire ? 

Answei: Yes. sir. 

Question. What were you I 

Answer. I was chief. 

Question. Of what camp? 

Answer. Den No. 3. 

Question. Who administered that oath to you? 
Answer. Mr. R. A. Shotwell. 
Question. What did you do with it in turn? 
Answer. I memorized it and burnt it up. 
Question. You memorized it and destroyed it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever administer it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When were you initiated ? 

Ans^ver. In January, 1870. 

Question. Are you still chief? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Ho\t long since ? 

Answer. Since last June, after the raid. 

Question. Were you ever on any raid ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever have any communication with R. A. Shotwell about raids ? 
Answer. No, sir. I have never talked with him about any. I was told on Friday 
before the raid in town that he wanted me to send what men I could. 
Question. What rank did Mr. Shotwell have ? 
Answer. He was county commjfnder. 
Question. How far from Rutherford are you ? 
Anstccr. Three miles. 
Question. Which direction ? 
Answer. I live east. 
Question. That is on the Shelby road ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far from Cox's shop ? 
Answer, A little over a mile. 
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QuesUolu Wbeii did you Lear of this raid ? 

Amwcr, It was ou Friday before the raid. A man came to my house and said they 
were going to make a a raid, and Mr. Shotwell wanted me to send all the men I could. 
Question. Was this man a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansivcv, Xes, sir. 
Question. How do you tell that ? 
Answer. We have signs. 
Question. What kind of signs ? 

Answa\ Well, sir, if they wanted to find out if you were a member they would pass 
their right hand behind their right ear, and if you were a member you would pass 
your left hand in the same way c?ver your left oar. Next they would run their right 
hand over the collar of their coat on the left side, and you would do the same on the 
opposite side. Then there was a pocket sign. To run their right hand in their right 
pocket, and place the heel of their left foot to the inside of their right, and you would 
have to give a similar sign with your hands and feet. 

Question. Were these the only signs I 

Answer. Then we had signs in shaking hands. To press the forefinger on the other 
person^s hand, and he will recognize you by giving a squeeze of the middle finger. 
Question. I understand you to say you were never on a raid ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I never was. 

Question. You were chief; what was the second one ? 
Ansicer. Grand Monk. 

Question. What were your messengers called ? 
Answer. They were called Night-Hawks. 
Question. When did you see Mr. Shotwell before the raid ? 
Answe7\ I hadn't seen him for two weeks before the raid. 
Question. How often would you meet in your den ? 

Answer. Sometimes every two weeks and sometimes every month. It was left with 
the chief. 

Question. Why did you go into this association ? 

Answei\ I went in for politics. 

Question. To assist any party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which party ? 

Ansiver. The democratic party. 

Question. To put down any party f 

Answer. The radical party. 

Question. 'Were y5u bound to obey all orders of the chief? 

Answer. Yes, s'ir ; all of them. 

Question. Any punishment for disobedience ? 

Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know Mr. F. A. Shotwell ? * 

Answer. I know the young man when I see him. 

Question. Did you know if he was a member of the order ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I did not know. 

Question. Amos Owens; did you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He is a member of the order. 

Question. Calvin Teel; did you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He was a member of the order. 

Question, Mention some of the others. 

Ansive^'. WniisLUi Tanner, William Teel, George* Holland, and William Mclntire. 
Spencer K. Moore told me since the raid that he was on it. D. B. Fortune; lib was a 
member. I saw him in disguise. 

Question. You said just now that Moore had told you since the raid that he was 
on it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Any of those other persons tell you 1 
Answer. Yes, sir ; William Teel told me he was. 

Question. Mv. Depriest, has Mr. R. A. Shotwell told you about his being on the raid ? 
Answer'. No, sir. 

Question. Has there been more than one in the county ? 
» Answer. Well, I have heard of a great many ; have known of one. 
Question. What one was that ? 
Ansicer. The raid upon Rutherfordton. 
Question. Did you see any of them on that raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know any of them ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Answer. William Teel, Alexander Mclntire, D. B. Fortune, George Dugget, Watt. 
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Trout, William Alexander, Logan Hampton, and Lox. Long. That's all I can recollect • 
now, sir. Yes, Robert Harton is another. 

Question. You say William Tanner told you he was there ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. S. K. Moore did ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time of night did they go ? i 

Ansiver. They went by my house about 10 o'clock at night; saw no one to speak to 
but Mclntire. They came back by my house about two hours before day from toward 
town. ^ 

Question. Did you hear any noise ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. What did they say f 

Answer. They told me they had been to Justice's house ; and Teel and Trout were 
of those who told me. 

Question. What did they say? 

Ansiver. They said they had brought Justice out. • 

By counsel for defense : 
Question. Was Mr, Teel present ? 

Ayisivei'. Yes, sir ; he was in my house. I do not recollect that he was the man who 
spoke. They said they brought Justice out, but had turned him loose and let him go 
away. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question. Did they say why they turned him loose ? 

Answer. They said that he made such fair promises that they let him loose. 
Question. Did they tell you why they went for him ? 
Answer. They said their orders were to kill him. 
Question. And 'they told you they did not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did any of them belong to your Den ? ' 
Answer. Only one man — Doggart. 

Question. Did you have any conversation with George Holland ? 
Answer. On the Friday before that he and Mr. Holland told me the raid was to bo 
made ; that they were going to town to get Justice, and to tear down the Star Office, 
Question. Did they say they were going to kill Justide ? 
Answer, Yes ; that was my understanding. ^ 

Cross-examined by counsel for defense : 

Question. 1 understand you to say this oath was administered to you by R. A, Shot- 
well? ^ 
Ansivet, Yes, sir. 

Question. You said that you memorized it and then burnt it ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know it now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Repeat it, if you please. 

[Witness repeats oath before given verbatim. J 

Question. You say Mr. Shotwell gave you this ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Ques^on. When was that ? 

Answe}\ The last of March or first of April, 

Question. Who initiated you ? 

Answer. Alexander Mclntire. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. In 1871. 

Question. Were you initiated then ? 
Answer, I have been initiated twelve months. 
Question. When were you first initiated into the order t 
Answer, In February, 1870. 

Question. And you say you were chief of Den No. 3 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You resigned last June ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. .Did I understand you to say you were never on a raid ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I was never on one. 

Question, Mr. R. A, Shotwell never instructed you to go on any raid ? 
Answe7\ No, sir. 

Question, Did I understand you to say that you never knew him to be on a raid ? 



NORTH CAROLINA COURT PROCEEDINGS. * ' 425 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. You say a day after the raid you Trero told by a party that Sliotwell went 
liome. Did you know he was on it ? 
Ansiccr. No, sir. 

Question, Who were these men ? 

Answer. Ilarrill and Holland. ^ 
Question. What Holland ? 

Answer, George Holland. * 
Question. Ho told you that Shotwcll wanted you to hring a good force? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did he want you to do ? 

Answei\ To send all the men I could into the raid. 

Question. Did they say what raid they wanted to make ? 

Ansiver. They said they were going to Justice's house ; they were going to kiU him 
and Biggerstatf. 

Question. What signs did you have for recognition ? 

Answer. Well, sir, they had signs with the hands, this way. [And here the witness 
gave the signs as before.] 
Question. They were mere signs of recognition, were they ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were the chief oflScers of the Ivlan ? 

Ansiver, Chief of the county, county commander, and chief of the Den. 

Question. You said something about a Grand Monk ? 

Answer, That was the under chief. 

Question, You said there was a county commander ? ' 
[Answer lost.] 

Question, And after the chief of each Den ^ what was next ? 
Answer. Grand Monk, Grand Turk, and Night-Hawk. 
Question. You say you saw Shotwell two weeks before the raid ? 
Anstvei\ Something like two weeks. 

Question. 1 understand you to say that the organization was to assist tbe democratic 
party. You went in for that purpose ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, sir, can you stand hero and say this was the purpose of the organiza 
tion? 

Ansiver. I heard that was the purpose. I heard it from H. D. Carbinns and R. A 
Shotwell. 

Question. I understand you to say that Amos Owens was a member of this order. 

Answer. Yes, sir. f 

Question. How did you know that ? 

Ansiver. When I was in conversation with him. 

Question. Did Amos Owens tell you he was on the raid ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir; I seed him and heard him speak of it since. 

Question. Didn't Shotwell tell you that they were raiding too much, and it must be 
stopped ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; be told me that. 

Question. Well, did he tell you it when lie gave yon the oath ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he said they were raiding too much, and wanted me to help him 
stop it. That it was outside of the order to whip and raid so much down there. 
Question. He told you at the time he administered the oath ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Judge Brooks. I understand the witness to say that they were raiding too much in 
a certain part of the county ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

By Judge Brooks : 

Question, That raiding and whipping must be stopped, because it was outside of the 
order ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he not go on to tell it was to advance the democratic party in a lawful 
way? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir j he said it was to advance the conservative party ; to get all they 
could by swearing men in. 

By counsel for Government : 
Question. How long a conversation did you have with Shotwell at the time he gave 
you the oath ? 
Answer, About an hour. , 
Question, He gave you the oath in writing ? 
Answci', Yes, sir. 
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• Question. Did that make you a chief? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; Le ai^pointed me chief on that occasion. 

By counsel for defense : 
Question, Mr. Depriest, were you the chief of the Den ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

QuesUon, Did you ever initiate any one ? 
Ansu^\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you tell them what Shotwell told you ? 

An8w&i\ Yes, sir ; I told them that it was not the intention of the order to raid and 
whip. 

Question. Did you initiate George Harrell ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did h© helong to your Den ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you see any of those men who belonged to your Den ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don't know that there is any member here. Doggart was a mem- 
ber, but he was not in it. 

Question. Was F. A. Shotwell in it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Adolphus Depriest ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Amos Owens I 

Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Calvin Teel ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you give him those instructions ? 
Answer, Yes ; I suppose I did. 
Question, Was William Tanner ? 
Ansicei', Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you give him those instructions ? 

Answer. I swore him in, and never saw him any more. I reckon I gave them to him 
at the time I swore him in. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Answer. William Teel, William Mclntire, and Davids. 
Question, Did they go raiding at all ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did any of them secede? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Why did they ? 

Anstver. It was told me because I would not allow them to raid. 
Question. Under what name did they form ? 
Answer. Burnt Chimney. 

Question. You took the oath to obey all commands? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was your superior ? 

Answer. Mr. R. A. Shotwell. . . 

Question. They were all bound to obey Captain Shotwell ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they raid ? If so, where ? What raids ? 
Answer. There had been some raids on Red River. 
Question. Who were they on ? 

Anstver. One of them on Maize (a colored man) and his family. 
Question. What did they do with him and his family ? 
Anstve}', They whipped his daughter. 

Question, This raid was in the southern part of the county I 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were there any others in the counties ? 
Answer-, Yes, sir ; there several down there. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question, How many men were there in your organization ? 
Ansiver, Between four and five hundred. 
Question. How many Dens? 
Answer, Some eight or ten. 
Question, How many in each Den ? 
Ansiver, Some forty or fifty. 

Question. I understood you to tell Mr. Strong (counsel for defense) just now that this 
organization was to advance the democratic party only through lawful means. Now, by 
what means did you advance that party ? 
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Answer. I said by lawful meaus. 

Question, You were bound to obey all orders, either lawful or unlawful, were you not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You were to obey all instructions ? 

Answer, Yes ; from the chief. 

Question, Whether lawful or unlawful? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. ♦ 
Question, Did the organization extend beyond Rutherford County! 
A nsiccv, I have not been out of the county to ascertain the fact. 
Question. Wbere did Collins live ? 
Answer. At Shelby. 

By counsel for defense : 
Question, What was your purpose, did you say? 

Answer, Well, sir, to get men in by intimidation or otherwise, and swear them, and 
get their vote in that way. 
Question. Did you swear that these raids were made by men low down and reckless ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; reckless men. 
Question. But low-down men ? 
Answer, I don't know about that, 'sir. 
Question, Were they irresponsible men? 

An8wefi\ I don't know as I can say so. They were mostly by young men who wanted 
fun. 

Question. Ever upon their own hook ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I think it was often done upon their own hook. 

Question, Did I understand you to say there were four or five hundred of the brothers ? 

Answer. Well, I can't say there are So many. I knew of over a hundred. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question, Can you tell why it was done on the young men's own hook ? 
Answer. They wanted some fun, and would get a party and go raiding. I said it was 
done by the young chiefs and young men. 
Question, Were the chiefs young men ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Were there not some from good, respectable families? 
Ansive}\ Yes, sir; generally, very respectable. 
Question, Are you a member of the church ? 
Ansiver, No,' sir. 

Question, You are opposed to raiding ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You find trouble in getting about, do you not ? [Witness was a one-legged 
man.] 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Mr. Shotwell came to you and told you he wai^ted some more raiding done? 
Ansiver, I don't know that he came to me. I went to town to see him about forming 
a Den. 

Question, What passed about raiding ? 

Answer, We talked about some raids made in the southern part of the county where 
a young man was shot. 
Question. Was ho killed ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, W^as he a raider ? . 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' . 

Question, \\ho was that? 

Answer, I don't recollect. 

Question. Was ho a North Carolinian ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What else ? 

Answer, Wo then talked about it, when he told me he wanted me to help stop the 
raiding. 

TESTIMONY OF M. M. JOLLY. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question, Are you a North Carolinian ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; of Rutherford County. 
Question, Did you belong to the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was W^ebster your chief? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. Who T7as the Grand Monk ? 

Aimver, A. S. Simmons. 

Question, Who was the Grand Turk ? 

Answer, J. P. Goode. , 

Question. Who were the Night-Hawks ? 

Answer. Myself and Ed, Cooley. 

Question. When did you join ? 

Anstcer. Last January, 1871. 

Question. Have you ever heen on a raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where? 

An8tve7\ I have been on several. I was on one against a man hy the name of Nolan — 
near the border of North Carolina — one on Lizzie Sparks, one on Ben. Phillips, and 
another one on Gillaspi and Bradley. 

Question. Can you name any other ?• 

,Ansicei\ Yes, sir ; the raid on Rutherford. 

Question. Were you on that raid ? 

Ansfiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many wiBre going out ? 

Answer. There would be different numbers ? 

Question. About what number ? 

Answei\ From eight to fifteen. 

Question. How many were at Rutherford 

Answer. About seventy-five altogether, and seven or eight from our Den. 
Question. How were you apprised of the fact that there was 'to be a raid on Ruther- 
ford? 

An8tve}\ I was going from town and heard of it. But I heard of it before that. 
Question. How long before that ? 
Answer. Monday or Tuesday. 

Question. How long before Mr. Justice made his speech against the Ku-Klux ? 
Ansiver. It was some time. 
Question. Who spoke of this raid ? 

Answer. Mr. Webster, J. D. Goode, George Holland, Richard Haynes, and 

Haines were tbgether, and Mr. Webster said there must be a raid made. 
Question. Did you hear Mr. Shotwell say anything about it ? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they didn't tell me to do anything. 
Question. That was on Tuesday, Mr. Jolly, late in the day ? ' 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. But they told you they were going to raid ? 
• Answei'. Yes, sir ; they said they were going to make a raid on Mr. Justice, 
Question, "^hen did you hear of it again ? 
Answe)'. It was on Thursday. 
Question. What did you hear then ? 

Answer. Mv. Goode told me to get ready and go on the raid ; it was to be Sunday 
night. 

Question. What was Goode ? 
Ansiver. He was Grand Turk. 

Question. What did you do in connection with that ? 
Answer. He -v^anted me to go and shmmons some men. 
Question. Did you go ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I went around to Holland's, on Saturday, but couldn't talk with 
him, and afterward went on to the tax-payer's convention. 

Question. Did you go on the raid ? ^ 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear anything about it at the gathering at the tax-payer's conven- 
tion ? 
Ansicci\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Who did you hear talk about it ? 
Anstvet\ Mr. W. C. S. Wood. 
Question. Who else ? 
Answer. Mr. Webster. 
. Question. Who else ? y 
Ansiver. 1 don't recollect. 
Question. At whose house ? 
Ansiver. Mr. Toms's. 

Question. Did he know anything about it ? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. You went home then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Whojre were you Saturday night? 
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Answer, At home. 

Question. Go on, sir, and tell all al)ont the raul. 

Ansiccr. W'ell, sir, I met a party from our Den, about a mile and a half from home, a 

little before sunset. J. D. Goode, G. F. Goode, Tom Haines, Hobina Jenkins 

Question. Where is Mr. Jenkins f 
Anstver. I can't tell you. 

Question. Is he not at home ? ^ 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. How long since he has been home ? 

Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. Where is Thomas Haines ? 

Answer. I think he has left, sir. 

Question. When did he leave ? 

Answer. Not lon^^ after the raid. 

Question. Where is Goode? 

Answer. Gone off. I met Clayton Camp, also. 

Question. Go on, sir. 

Ansicer. We went on and met some others. 
Question. How far did you live from Kutherford ? 
[Answer lost.] 

Question. You met some others? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; Alfred Haines, Thomas Tate, Charlie Tate 

Question. Where are they ? 

Answei'. Thomas Tate is here ; the others I don^t know where. 
Question. Any other name ? 

Anstver. Thomas Davis, Matthew Burke 

Question, W^here does Burke live ? 

Answet\ In South Carolina. Also met Mr. Webster and Ed. Cooley. 
Question. Where are Cooley and Webster ? 
Answe)\ Gone. 

Question. Did they go a short time after the raid f 

Answer'. Webster did. , 

Question. Were there any others ? 

Answer. That's all I can recollect now. 

Question, Were they all in disguise? 

Amtcer. Some of them were. 

Qticsiion. Were you ? 

Answa-. No, 'sir. Wo went on, and got there first. They belonged to Horse Creek 
Den. That was in South Carolina. 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 
Answer. Some fifteen minutes. 
Question. How many were there along ? 

Ansicer, Some thirty. . ' 

Question. How far did you go then? 

Answe7'. About two miles from town. 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Anstver. To Cox's shop. 

Question. What did you do then ? 

Anstver. We staid and got with another crowd. 

Question. Did you know them ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. * ^ 

Question. Did you know any of them ? • 
Answer. One of them. 
Question. Who was he ? 
Anstver. Randolph Shot well. 
Question. How many were they altogether? 
.Anstver. About seventy-f|ve. 
Question. Did you hear Shotwell say anything ? 

Answer. He said Mr. Justice must be hung, and asked the crowd who would pull the 
rope. Some of them said they would shoot him. 
Question. How long did you remain there ? 
Answer. About an hour or two. 

Question. Were they at Cox's shop when you got there ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, How long did you remain there ? 
Anaivei'. An hour or two. 

Question. Mr. Shotwell with you when you got to the Den T 
Anstva'. Yes, sir. ' 
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Question. Did you need any guides ? ^ 

Ansicer. We knew the way ourselves. 

Question, I understood you to say you knew Mr. Sliotwell ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you go in town with them ? 

Answer. No, sir. • 
Questiouj^Where did you go. then, if you didn't go into town ? 
Ansiver. I remained outside. 

Question. Did you hear anything while they were gope ? 
Answer. 1 heard the firing and banging of guns. 
Question. How long were they gone ? 
Ansiver. About an hour or two. 
Question. Did they have an ax along ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; they bought an ax at Scott's. Scott's was the other side of town. 
Question. What did Shotwell have to do with it ? 
Answe)\ Nothing. 

Question. How long were they gone into town ? 
Answer. I think an hour, or an hour and a half. 
Question. Did they bring anybody with them? 
Answer. Mr. Justice. 
Question. How far were you from town ? 
Ansicer. Three or four hundred yards. 
Question. Why did they take off Mr. Justice ? 

Answer. For being a radical ; he didn't stay close to me but a few moments. 
Question. Was he wounded ? 
Answer. Not that I could tell. 
Question. Was it raining ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he have on anything ? 

Answer. He had on his under-clothes. 

Question. Why did you raid on Mr. Justice 1 

Answer. Because he was a radical. 

Question. Did not your chief tell you the reason ? 

A7isico\ No, sir. 

Question. State why you went. 

Ansicer, I was ordered to go. 

Question. Was there any reason ? 

Answer. I didn't hear of any. 

Question. Was there any stated to the crowd f 

Answer. At that night ? No, sir. 

Question. At any time ? 

Answer. That day I was in town and heard Webster talk about it; he had made a 
speech about the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Where did yx)u meet ? 

Answei\ I don't know exactly ; in the woods. 

Question. How often would you meet ? 

Answer,, About once every two weeks. 

Question. Would they be fully attended? 

Answer. Sometimes they were. 

Question. You were always ready to go on raids ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did Mr. Webster go? 

Answer. Yes, sir.- 

Question. How many went of Bald Rock Den ? 
Ansiver. About thirty. 

Question. Can you tell anything that took place when they got back from town with 
Justice, when they reproached him for being a radical? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You say you only staid there a few moments. Where did you go ? 
Answer. I Avent to my horse. 

Question. How many did go along to bring Justice? 

Answer. About eight or ten. 

Question. Did they hang him up ? 

Ansicer. Not as 1 know of. 

Question. They didn't kill him ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I don't know why. 

Question. Mention the names of those persons you know of as having been on the 
raid. 

Answer. Alfred Haines, Robert Scrubbs,Tom Davis, Matthew Burke, Tom Tate, Charlie 
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Tate, Judge Edwards, Hobens Jenkins, Ed Cooley, Tom Haines, William Halt, William 
Webster, J. D. Goode, Clayton Camp, and G. S. Goode. 

Quesiion. Was Holland one ? 

Ansicer, No, sir. 

()Mes/ian. Did ho ojo at all? 

Ansii'cr, Never went to town. 

Question. Where did you see him? 

Answer. Once at my father's. 

Question. What reason did ho give for not going ? 

Ansivcr. lie had a boil on his leg. 

Question. Ho told you that was the reason he didn't go ? 
Answ€i\ Yes, sir. 

Question. When did he leave the crowd? 

Ansicer. Ho left the crowd before I got back ; I went home awhile. 
Question, You say you went home ; well, what did he do with his horse f 
Answer. He gave it to Halt, who asked to go ; his mule weut along too. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Strong, of counsel for defendents : 
Question. You say this was a very dark night? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Raining? 
Answer. Part of the time. 

Question. Where did you first see K. A. Shotwell ? 
Answer. At Cox's shop. 
Question. Did you know him ? 
Austver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did you know him ? 

Answer. About twelve months. 

Question. How long did you know him at that time ? 

Ansiver. About nine months. 

Question, How far did you live from him ? 

Answer. About three miles. 

Question, Have you seen him often ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I saw him that night at Cox's shop, by a light. 
Question. Did you see Captain R. A. Shotwell there that night ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw a match struck near him. 

Question. Was he disguised ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Quesiion. Didn't see T. A. Shotwell at all? 
Answer-. No, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF ALFRED HARRIS. 

^ Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips:) 

Question. Mr. Harris, listen to me. [Reads Invisible Empire oath.] What is that Mr. 
Harris ? 

Answer, It was the oath we took to join this party. 
Quesiion. How did they swear you? 

An8wei\ They tied a handkerchief over my eyes, and walked around, and presented 
a pistol and knives to me afterward. 

Question. Who administered the oath to you ? 
Answer. Leo Macaffee. 

Question. You say when the bandage was taken off they had pistols and knives pre- 
sented to you ; what did they say ? 

Answer. They did not say much ; they had signs. [Here witness explains signs as be- 
fore given.] 

Question. What Den did you belong to ? 

Ansiver. To Horse Creek, in Spartanburgh, South Carolina. 

Question. How many were in that Den f 

Ansicer. I am unable to tell you how many. 

(Question and answer lost.) 

Question. How long have you been a member ? 

Ansiver. Siuee last Alay ; a year ago. 

Question, How many raids have you been on ? 

Ansiver. Three ; all in North Carolina. 

Question. How far from the lino are you ? 

Answer. About a mile. 
' Question, What other raid were you on ? 

^HSit'ej'. On Reub and Wash McKinney. ' * 

Question. Why did you raid them ? 
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Ansiper. Well, sir, they had arms. 
Question, Is that all ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you do anything else ? 

Ansiver, I did not, sir ; bnt another party went and whipped them. They said they 
had orderf?. 

Question. Who gave you orders to take their arms away ? * 
Ansicer. The committee. 

Question. These charges were submitted to the committee generally ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were the different officers of the Klan ? 

Ansicer. There was chief, Grand Monk, Grand Turk, and Night-Hawks. 

Question. What did the Night-Hawks do ? 

Answer. They rode oVer the country, and went around to call men together. 

Question. Who gave you information ? 

Answer. William Webster. 

Question. What was he ? 

Answer. He was chief. 

Question. What did he tell you ? 

Answer. He said he had orders from Mr. Shotwell to get all the men he could to go 
and make the raid. 

Question. What were you to do ? 

Answer. We were to kill Mr. Justice, tear down the Star office, and to kill ]\Ir. Big- 
gerstaff. 

Question. Any more killing ? 

Answer. I think Powney was talked of. 

Question. Where was Biggerstaff ? 

Answer, In town, I suppose. 

Question. Do you know where he was ? 

Answer. No, si^ j some one said he was in the old hotel. 

Question. What was the reason of your attacking him ? 

Answer. Mr. Shotwell said he was to be hung. 

Question. Is that all ? 

Answer. That's all. I believe he was a republican, and had said a few days before 
that the Ku-Klux leaders should be hung. 
Question. What time were you told that ? 
Answer. Friday night. 
Question. Did Webster tell you himself ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you next hear anything about it ? 

Answer. We got orders to meet on Saturday to see who could go. We' met in the 
fields or in the woods. 

Question. Had you your disguise on ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. We wore them only on raids. Sometimes they would have them 
in their pockets. 
Question. What kind of disguises were they ? 
Answer. They were red and white, with horns. 
Question. How did they fit ? 
Answer. They drew them over their face, 
Question. What kept the horns up ? 
.Ansicer. They were stuffed with cotton. 

Question. You say you heard nothing more about it from Friday till the Saturday 
night. Who were there ? 

Answer. William Scrubbs, Thomas Yassett, Judge Edwards, King Edwards, Swan 
Parris, Jonas Vassett, Aaron Ezell, Lemuel Scrubbs, Denis Scrubbs, Jerry Gidney, 
Thomas Tate, and 1 believe that's all. ^ 

Question. Are those the names of the men that were there Saturday ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What was said there ? 

Answer. Mr. Edwards was acting as foreman and made a motion that all could go 
who wanted to. 

Question. How many of them kept out ? 
Answer. Seven or eight. 
Question, You were one of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was that the way that a man could go on a raid, if he wanted to? 

Answer. That was the way that time. 

Question, How did they do other times ? 

Answer. A comiliittee would give out who should go. 

Question. Were they bound to go? 
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Amwei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Lawful or unlawful, they had to go? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were going to kill Mr. Justice and break up the Star office, were you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. That was my understanding. 

^wesfion. Who went with you? ^ 
Answer. Ashbury Peck. That was all. We went over to Mrs. Hick's old mill place 
of North Carolina. 

Question. Who was there ? 

Answer. Robert Scrubbs, Jonas Vassett, Judge Edwards, King Edwards, Swan Paris, 
and William Webster. I think that was all. 
Question. Was William Scrubbs there ? 
Answer. They said he was there, but I didn't see him. 
Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. Not more than a minute after I got there. We came from across Island 
Ford, Broad River. No one joined us till we came[over this side of it. It was Bald Rock 
Den. John Goode and Scott Goode joined us there, and Mr. Jolly and some man 1 
didn't know. 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. We went on and stopped at Cox's shop, and met several from Cherry Moun- 
taiu. R. A. Shotwell was there. He was Grand Chief of the county. 
Question. Did you go into town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but we didn't take our horses into town. He led us up the gate, 
and told us how to go to the steps where Mr. Justice lived. Peter Camp, Robert Scrubbs, 
and Clayton Camp went in, but came back and told Mr. Shotwell they could not fincl 
the place, and he went an-d showed them. It was raining very hard, and I remained 
at the gate. 

Question. Did you hear any noise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard them knocking down the door 
Question. How did they bring him out? 
Answer. They just jerked him out. 

Question. What did he have on ? ! 

Answer. Only his shirt. 

Question. Did they say anything to him ? 

Answer. I heard them cursing him and telling him to hush and not make so much 
noise. 

Question. Did he beg ? 

Answe)'. Yes] sir. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. He begged for his life, and asked them not to kill him. I heard them say, 
" God damn you, we are going to kill you," and took him over to the horses. 
Question. Did you all fire your guns ? 

Answer. Part of them did. I had no gun. I had no weapon at all. I remained in 
town some time after they went on with Justice. 
Question. How long did they go on before you ? 
Answer. I suppose half an hour. 

Question. When you came to them what were they saying ? 
Answer. Some wanted to kill him and some did not. 
Question. Why did they want to kill him ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. I went away as soon as I could get on my nag. 

Question. Can't you tell why they did want to kill him ? 

Answer. For being a republican, I suppose. 

Question. Did you see Mr, Russell, of South Carolina, there? 

Answer. I don't know him ; but they told me he was there. He was begging them 
to spare Justice's life. 

Question. Do you know who they were ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Qu^tion. Did you hear them say anything about taking a pistol from Mr. Justice ? 
Answer. I heard Phillips ask him for it. 
Question. Where is he ? 

Answer. I don't know where. I haven't seen him since two days- after the raid, but 
I understand he has left. The first place I met Mr. Shotwell was at Cox's shop. We 
went to Dalton's house and there got an ax. I called, and Shotwell answered and 
said he was the man, and not to talk so loud. We went on into town. We tried to 
get him to go with us, but he was unable to go. 

Counsel for defense cross-examined : 
Question. Did you see Shotwell yourself? 

Answer. Only by the light of a match. , i 

Qtiestion. You saw him, then, by that match ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

28 NO 
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TESTIMONY OP THOIVIAS TATE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for the United States : 
Counsel. Mr. Tate, listen to this : 

**I, before the great immaculate God of heaven and earth, do take and subscribe to 
f the following sacred binding oath and obligation : I promise and swear that I will 
uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States as it was handed down by our 
forefathers, in its original purity. I promise and swear that I will reject and oppose 
the principles of the radical party in all its forms, and forever maintain and contend 
that intelligent white men shall govern this country. I promise and pledge myself to 
assist, according to my pecuniary circumstances, all brothers in distress. Females, 
widows, and their households shall ever be specially in my care and protection. I 
promise and swear that I will obey all instructions given me by my chief; and should 
I ever divulge, or cause to be divulged, any secret, signs, or passwords of the Invisible 
Empire, I must meet with the fearful and the just penalty of the traitor, which is 
death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren." 

Did you ever hear that before % 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Where did you hear this? 
Answer, At our meetings. 
Question, The Invisible Empire? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; at Horse Creek Den. 
Question, Are you a South Carolinian ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How far from the North Carolina line do you live ? 

Answer, Not far. I don't know the distance. I suppose it is about — 

Question, How long did you belong to it ? 

Answer, I joined about the first of January. 

Question, Who initiated you ? 

Answer, Robert Scrubbs. 

Question, Where do you meet ? 

Answer, At different places. 

Question. In old houses ? 

Answer, No, sir ; part of the time at an old field ; sometimes in the woods. 
Question, Did you meet there in the day ? 

Answer, Sometimes in the day and sometimes in the night, but always in the woods 
in the day-time. 

Question, Did you carry your disguises with you ? 

Answer, Some would and some wouldn't. Some of the boys carried them in their 
pockets. 

Question, How did you come to have disguises, any way ? 
Answer, It was ordered by the chief to have them. 
Question. What kind did you have ? 

Answer, Some of them were of flannel and of other kinds. They were of different 
colors. 

■ Question. Were they red, white, and yellow? 

Amwei\ They were red, and white, and calico, all of different kinds; but I never saw 
any yellow ones. 
Question, Have horns on them ? 
Answ€n\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Have gowns ? 
Answer, No, sir. 
Question, Who was chief? 
Answer, Scrubbs. 

Question. Did you ever go on any raid? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; three of them. 
Question, Where? 

Answer, The first on some colored man, Robert McKinney, and Widow Bridges. 
Question, What did you understand it was for? 

Answer, That was the orders. I was not at the meeting and didn't know why. I 
didn't help to whip them. 
Question, Suppose you had told who whipped McKinney? 
Ansicer, I never saw him whipped. 

Question, Well, suppose you had told who had been on the raid ? 

Answer, They would have killed me. 

Question, What was the purpose of the society? 

Answer, It was to keep down the colored un's from mixing with the whites. 
Question, How? 

Answer, To keep them from marrying, <fec., and to keep them from voting. 
Question. When did you hear of this raid on Rutherfordton ? 
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Anstver, On the Saturday before it was made. 
Question, Who told you of it ? 

Answer. William Scruhbs. I was cutting wheat for him, and he came back where I 
was, and told me to come to the meeting. 
Question. Did he tell you to goh 

Anstver. No, sir ; the chief came and told me. Jonas Vassey told me on Sunday. 
Question. How far do you live from Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. Tweuty-three miles, sir. 
Question. What time did you start ? 

Ansicer. They met at Mrs. Hick^s, ("Old Miller^s Place,") two hours before sun. 
Question. Who were there ? 

A7iswa\ Robert Scrubbs, Alfred Harris, William Scriggs, Thomas Davis, Matthew 
Burke, Charlie Tate— a brother of mine— Judge Edwards, King Edwards, Ares Ell, 
Bruce Martin, as they called him, and William Webster. 

Question. Did Scrubbs go to town ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he said he was not well enough. 

Question, Was he on a horse ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but he carried it back home with him. 
Question. What did he do with the saddle? 
Answer. He loaned it to me to ride on the raid. 
Question. Did he have a gun ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who had that? 

Answer. Jonas Vassey had his gun. / 
Question. David Collins w^s not there? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did he loan his horse ? 

An8ivet\ I don^t know, sir ; but his mule was along. 

Question. Who had it ? 

Answe}\ Judge Edwards. 

Question. Did Mr. Collins belong to the order? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What one? 

Answer. To the Invisible Empire. 

Question. To the Horse Creek Den ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you start from your Den? 

Answer. W6 left there on Saturday evening. 

Question. Where did you meet some of the Bald Rock Den? 

Answer. About seven miles firom the Den— near the Sulphur Springs. 

Question. Did you have on your disguises ? 

Answer. Yesy sir. I did not know any of them in that crowd but John Goode, who 
belonged to the Bald Rock Den. 
Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. To Cox^s shop. There were two men that came into the crowd. I was be- 
hind the crowd. They both fame back to where I was, and I saw them speak to 
Shotwell, the chief of Rutherford. 

Question. How long did you stay at the ghop ? 

Answer. No longer than about a half an hour. 

Question. You say two men. came up and spoke' to Shotwell. What did they say ? 
Answer. They said they were going to kill Mr. Justice and Mr. Downey, and tear 
down the Star office. 

Question. What kind of looking man was he? 

Answer. I don^t know ; wouldn't know him if I would see him. 

Question. Where did you go next ? 

Answer. Well, they went on from Cox's shop and stopped a mile this side of the town, 
and told me they wanted to get an ax. 
Question. And was ShotwelFs name called there? 

Answer. No, sir ; they went on to town. In sight of town they dismounted. I was 
still in the rear of the crowd. Some of them didn't dismount. Some of them had gone 
into town, and I went into town behind them. We were dismounted then. The crowd 
had stopped at the gate, and I saw this man Shotwell point at the door — he was at the 
gate— and tell them there was the door. I was standing behind them, and I walked 
behind a tree. I staid there until after they had brought him out. I then started to 
go out of town by the court-house, when Webster came up and told me to stop and go 
back and help tear down the Star office. I went on then to where the horses were and 
saw Mr. Justice standing in the road. 

Question. What did they go to the Star office for? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. I walked by within five feet, and I heard Mr, Justice 
talking to them, and heard him say, " Please excuse moj" for he was about to faint. I 
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heard a voice say to sit down and rest and pray, for his time was soon to come. I 
stood hy the horses some five mimites, and heard some of them ride off, and coming up 
close to Mr. Justice I saw a man standing between them begging for him, and I went 
off. 

Question. Why did you go on that raid against that widow's son ? 
Jnsicer. I didn't know, sir. 

Question. Did he live with his mother ? I thought that widows were your particular 
care. 

[No answer ; witness remaining silent, with head down.] 
Question. Did you raid in South Carolina any? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. How far w^ere the McKinneys from you when you raided them? 
Amwer, Two and a half miles. 



TESTIMONY OF T. J. DOWNEY. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. What is your name ? 
Answer. F. J. Downey is my name, sir. 

Question. Listen to me, Mr. Downey, and tell me if you ever heard this before. 
[Reads oath of Invisible jSmpire.] 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it 1 

Answer. It is the oath of the Iiu^isible Empire. 
Question. Did you belong to it ?• 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When were you initiated ? 
Answer. In last February or March. 
^Mcsffon. Who initiated you? 
f Ansicer. Mr. Jesse Depriest. 

Question. Is he the gentleman who has lost a leg ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Where do you live ? 

Ansiver. About three miles east of Rutherfordtou. 

Question. Were you on any raids ? 

Ansicci'. No, sir. • 

Question. Did you know anything about the raid on Rutherfordtou ? 

Answer. No, sir. It had been talked of two or three months before it was made. 

Question. Who talked of it ? 

Answer. Mr. Depriest. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Ansiver. He said that Shotwell had ordered a raid on Rutherfordtou, and it was to 
be made. 

Question. Who was the Grand Chief of the eounty ? 
Ansiver. R. A. Shotwell. 

Question. Any one else talk about it ? • 

Ansicer. McBrier did, sir. * . • * 

Question. How long before the raid was that? 
Answer. It was some time before the raid. 
Question. Did he say who it was to be against? 

Ansiver, They said they were going to raid on J. H. Carpenter, Judge Logan, and Mr. 
Justice. 

Question. Did he say what they were going to do with them? 

Answer. They were going to kill them. They said they were going to kill Justice 
and Judge Logan, and skin Carpenter alive. 
Question. For what ? 

Amwei\ They were each radicals. They could not live with them ; and that they 
were going to rule the country. 

Question. Do you know wJiether that was before Mr. Justice came home from the 
legislature or afterward ? 

Ansiver. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Where were you ? * 
Answer. At Depriest's. 
Question. Was McBrier there ? 

Aiiswer. No, sir ; Depriest told me that McBrier told him, and after that McBrier 
told me himself. 

Question. Was he one of the members ? 
Ansicer. He was chief of the Burnt Chimney. 
Question. What Den did you belong to ? 

Answe)\ Depriest's, < 
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QiiCsHon. Were you on the raid to Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you see any of them ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; five came to my house and called me out. It was between 2 and 3 
o'clock in the morning, and my wife woke'me up. I heard them blow a whistle, and 
knew it was the Ku-Klux. I opened the door, and they were all on horses. I asked 
them in. They said they had a little business with me, and to come out. I said, 
" Come in, gentlemen," when one of them fired at my feet and said, " Come out, you 
damned rascal ; wo have hung your friend Justice, and we have come to put you 
through." They told me that Justice had told them that I had betrayed them. I told 
them that the report had got out on me, but I had satisfied the parties, and was not 
the man who betrayed them. They told me then I was a damn liar. They said they 
thought three hundred would do mo. Another then *aid, No, I think two hundred 
will do him," and another said, "No, one hundred wpuld do," and another said he thought 
they had better not whip me at all. Then one said, " God damn him, I will give him 
some anyhow." Ho broke off an old field pine top, and commenced beating me with it. 
And then two others came up, ono with a stick and one with a board. They fold me then 
to go back in the house. I went back in, and after I got in they called me to the door 
again. One fellow then said, " God damn him, shoot him." Another said, " No, don't 
shoot." They told me never to swear against any of my neighbors. 

Question, Did they bring blood from you ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; on my hip. 

Question, What did you have on ? . 

Atmver. My shirt and drawers. 

Question. How long were they there ? 

Aimver. A half hour or longer. 

Question. Did you ever find out who they were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How ? 

Anstcei'. They told me afterwards. There was William Alexander, Willia-m Teel, Lox 
Long, Spencer Moore, and Log. Hampton, and they told me there were sixteen there, 
but I dicbi't see them. Joseph Fortune told me he went to my house. 

Question, Were you a Ku-Klux at that time ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I was a member of that party. 

Question. Did you attend every meeting ? 

A7isiver, Yes, sir; regularly. . 

Question. They charged you with betraying them to Justice ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. They said they had hung him ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and they had come to put me through. They were going to shoot 
me. They concluded to whip me, however. 

Question. Auctioned it down, did they, from three hundred to two hundred, and then 
to one hundred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, did you ever hear any ono say they were on the raid to Rutherford- 
ton, except these men ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have heard Gather Trout, Doc. Fortune, Walter Trout, Joe For- 
tune, George Doggart, and Julius Fortune. 

Question. Who else? 

Answer. I do not remember any one else at this time, but there were more. 

Question. Did you know Adolphus Depriest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Did not know of his being along. 

Question, Was he a member of the order ? 

Ansicer. I understood so, but didn't know. 

Question. What was the order for ? 

Answer-. To put down the radicals. 

Question, How ? 

Answer. By whipping and killing them out, and scaring them so that they wouldn't 
go to the elections. I was ordered to have my uniform there weeks before the elec- 
tion, to ride around aiid go scaring and whipping the radicals. Jesse Depriest gave 
the ordtirs. 

Question. Which election was that ? 

Ansicer. The last election, sir. ♦ ' 

Question. You say that Mr. Jesse Depriest gave you that order to uniform yourselves? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever go disguised ? 
Answer. I never wore it, sir. 
Question. How was it made ? 
Answer. Like the* others. 
Question. Where is it f 
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Answer, Mr. Bosher has it. 

Question, Would you know it if you would see it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

[Gown and cap shown to witness.] 

Mr. Phillips. Put it on. 

[Witness puts on Ku-Klux uniform.] 

Question. That was the uniform you would go to raid in ? 

Answer, Yes^sir. 

Question, Did you know R. A. Shotwell ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know him as a member of the order ? 

Ansiver. YeSfSU, Depriest told me. 

Question. What was he ? 

Answer, Grand Chief of the county. 

Cross-examined hy Mr. STRONG; for defendants : 
Qimtion, Mr. Downey, when did you join this order ? 
Answer. In February or March ; I don't know which. 
Question, In 1871 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What were your politics when you went in ? 
Answer, I was a republican. 
Question. What did you go in for ? 
Answer. To find out what it was. 
Question. You took that oath ? 

Answet\ Yes, sir ; but only to find out what was going on. 

Question. For what purpose ? 

Answer. To betray them. 

Question, How did you happen to do that ? 

Answer, After the first raid a man was killed. I thought it best to stop it. 
Question, Who put you up to it ? 

Answei'. No one put me up to it. I talked with a man named Captain Eves, who had 
been in the Army three years with me, and he told me to go into it, if I c^juld with 
safety. 

Question. Was he your captain during the war ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a republican ? 

Ansiver, I don't know if he was then, but he is now. 

Question, Was he your neighbor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know if he was elected as a republican to the Senate ? 
Answei'. I knew that he was elected. 
Question. Did you vote for him ? 
Answei\ I don't recollect. 

Question. Now, can you tell this jury that he was in your district, and that he was 
elected, and that you didn't know what he was ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Is Captain Eves a son-in-law of Judge Logan ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you have .any conversation with Judge Logan before you went into 
this order? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Since you went in? 
Ansivei\ No, sir. 

Question, Didn't you confess anything to him? 
Answer. No, sir ; not until after I had told on them. 
Question. You were the first that told, were you not ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. When did you tell ? 

Answer. In the latter part of June or the 1st of July. 

Question. When did you get your whipping? , 
Answei'. About June 11. 

Question. Did you tell immediately after that? 

Answer, No, sir; it was two or three days, and i^robably a week after. 
Question. Now, you say it was two or three days after the whipping, and yet a little 
while ago you said it was about the latter part of Juue of or the 1st of July. 
Answer. Well, sir, I am not positive of the time. 
Question. Who did yon tell ? 
Answer, Judge Logan. 
Question. When did you tell him? 
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Answe7\ Some two or three days after I was whipped. 
Question. Did he promise to give you anything ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you tell anybody about this thing before you were whipped f 
Anm&r, I told Captain Eves about it. I corresponded with him all this time. 
Question. Never told any one else? 
Ansioer, No, sir. 

Question. When you were whipped, you out with it f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you say, after this whipping, you out and told all about it, and 
left the order ? 

Ansiver. No, sir j I told them I had told Judge Logan and had made an affidavit. 

Question. When was that ? , 

Answe)', Two or three days afterwards. 

Question. Did you attend any meeting after that ? 

Anstv^, No, sir; none was held after that to my knowledge. 

Question, Did you have any communication after that time with the order! 

Ansioe)'. No, sir. 

Question, Did you have any communication with any officer of the order after that 
time? 

Answer. With Jesse Depriest. 
Question. What did he say ? 
Anstcer, He said they were gone up. 

Question, You had no communication with the order, as a member, after that time ? 
An»icer, No, sir ; none at all. 

Question. Who gave you those orders about getting your uniform ? * 

Answer. Jesse Depnest. 

Question. When did you get them ? 

Answer. Some three or four weeks before the raid was^ made on town. 

Question. Didn't you know that he gave no order ? 

Aiiswer. No, sir; I know that I, got orders to have my uniform. 

Question. You are certain of that ? 

Answer. I am, sir. 

Question. Wasn't he opposed to raiding ? 

Anstver. He always said he was opposed to raiding, but would never try to stop it. 

Question. Now, sir, you say that, on this raid they were going to make on Kutherford, 
they were going to kill all these men ? 

Ansiver. They said that they were going to kill Mr. Justice and Judge Logan, and 
skin Carpenter alive. 

Question. Did you state that they were going to whip and kill on their raids ? 

Ansiv€fi\ They said they were going to scare, whip, and kill them out. 

Question. Did Depriest tell you of this? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; some two or three months before. 

Question. Didn't you tell Captain Eves about it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I told him that they were going to kill Mr. Justice and Judge 
Logan, and skin Carpenter. We talked of it a good deal. 
Question. Did you get any orders to go on that raid ? 
Ansice)', No, sir. 

Question. Who told you about the purpose being to kill ? 

Answer. Jesse Depriest. 

Question. Anyone else? 

Answer. I heard it from other parties. 

Question. How long did you say you had orders to have your uniform before the 
election ? 

Answei\ We were ordered to have them three weeks before the election. 
Question, You don't know whether Adolphus Depriest was on that raid or not ? 
Answer. I heard he was. I don't know whether he was or not. 
Question, Did you ever hear from him that he was there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Didn't you once swear that he was there ? 

Anstce)', I said I thought he was there, / 

Question, Where did that take place? 

Ansiver, Here, before the grand jury. 

Question, Did you not swear positively that he was there ? 

Answer, I think I told them I thought so from his voice. 

Question, You did not tell the grand jury positively that he was there ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Did you know him ? 

Answei', Yes, sir. 

Question, You were before this same jury on this very question^ I tliihk? 
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Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, lu last June ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qmstion, But now you say that you did not know whetlier he was there or not ? 

Answer, I told the grand jury that I was of the opinion that he was there. 

Question, Did you ever see Adolphus Depriost before the raid f 

Answer, I had seen him frequently, but not for some time before the raid. 

Question. Still you say you knew it was him by his voice ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you tell them you took it to be him from his general appearance f 
Answer, 1 don't think so. 

TESTIMONY OF JULIUS FORTUNE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question, How old are you Mr. Fortune ? 

Answer, Going on nineteen years old. Will be in January next.. 

Question, Did you ever hear this before ? [Reads oath of Invisible Empire. 

Answei\ Yes, sir j it was the oath I took. 

Question, Did you belong to the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. . 

Question, Who gave it to you? 

Answer, Decatur Depriest. 

Question, Where is he ? v 

Answer, He is dead. He was killed by McGaha. 

Question. Did you go on the McGaha raid ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Depriest on it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do on that raid ? 

Answer, He searched the house of McGaha's for McGaha. They said he was not at 
home. They did not do anything there. .They went on to where this old black woman 
lived and taken her out and whipped her. Then they went on to Owen's house after 
they left this old black woman's house. They went to McGaha's first, then to the old 
black woman's, and then to Owen's, and whipped him in the house. They never 
taken him but at all. 

Question, When did you join the invisible Empire % 

Answer. Last February a year ago. 

Question, Just turning seventeen ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you go on the McGaha raid ? 

Answer, It was February 22, 1870. 

Question. How far did McGaha live from you ? 

Anstver, Half a mile. 

Question, Did you get orders to go ? 

Answer, There was a Ku-Klux meeting that night.- I went to it. Mclntire was in 
command of them. After the meeting they got the crowd made up to go to McGaha, ; 
and they pitched out and went to McGaha's house, searched the house for McGaha, but 
did not find him. He was not home. 

Question. What did you whip Owens for ? 

Answer, Because he talked too much and worked too little. 

Question, What were his politics ? 

Answei'. He had voted the conservative ticket before that. 

Question, Did you know that ? 

Answer, I heard that. 

Question. What tattling did he do ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir; they never told me; they just said he talked too much. 

Question. Reported some distillery, did he not ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think he did. 

Question, Did you charge him with that ? 

AnsweY, Some of the crowd talked about it. 

Question, Were some of the crowd distillers ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. Mclntire was up for distilling. 

Question. Anybody else ? 

Ansiver. I don't know whether there was any person along that dealt in liquors. Yes, 
I believe James Sweazy, and several of them were taken np for distilling. 
Question, Did you ever go on any other raid ? 
Answer, On Rutherford. 
Question, Were they the only two ? 
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Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What Den did you belong to ? 

Anmer, To Cherry Mountain. John Wethrow was chief. 

Question. When did you hear of the raid on Rutherford ? 

Answer, I think I heard of it the Saturday before the raid was made. 

Question, When did you first hear of it ? Please state. 

Ansiver. I reckon about two or three weeks before. 

Question, Are you certain it was as much as two weeks ? 

Answer. There was a night set for the raid, when they were going to raid the next 
night ; but they didn^t go till some time afterward. I was at Cherry Mountain when 
they were going to raid the next night. 

Question. Where did you hear of it at first ? 

Ansicer. I can't say. 

Question. How often would you meet in the Den ? 
Ansxver. Toward the last about once a week. 

Question. What do you mean by " toward the last Before j^ou broke up ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question, How long before you broke up did you meet once a week ? 

Ansiver, Something like two weeks. 

Question. Did you hear there was to bo a raid ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't think I did. 

Question. You say it was fixed two weeks before to raid on Justice ? 
Anwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know why they didn't go on the first time of appointment ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did you hear it from members of the Ku-Klux Invisible Empire f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; or I never would have heard of it. 
Question. Did you ever hear Mr. Amos Owens speak of it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did you see him ? 

Ansiiet\ We started from his house. 

Question. When did you go to his house ? 

Answer. About two hours before supset Sunday evening. 

^M€s^iow. When did you leave ? • , 

Answer. About dark. 

Question. How far from town ? 

Answer. Twelve or fifteen miles. 

Question. Who were there besides you ? 

Answer. Alexander Mclntire, Robert Horton, Bill Mclntire, Logan Hampton, William 
Teel, Lox Long, Spencer K. Moore, John Hunt, Robert Hunt, Coran Rollins, Julius 
Fortune — from Whiteside Settlement — and William Alexander. 

Qu^tion. Was this Horton in the Vindicator's office. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Joseph Fortune was another. 

Question, Was Adolphus Depriest at Owens's that Sunday night? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ho go off with you ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. \Yho else^ 

Answer, Bill Carbom was there. 

Question. Where is he ? 

Ansiver. I don't know where unless at home. 

Question. You say Adolphus did not go with you ? 

Answer. He asked me if he might have my horse to ride, but I told him I wanted my 
horse myself. 

Question. Did you own a horse yourself? 

Answer. No, sir ; I borrowed one from Amos Owens. 

Question, Did Amos Owens send any other horses besides the one you had? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; three of his horses were on the raid. 
Questim. Did Depriest own a horse himself? 
Ajmver, No, sir. 

Question. How is he kin to Jesse ? 

Ansiver, Was his imcle. 

Question. To Decatur Depriest what kin ? 

Answer, A kind of a grand-uncle. ' ' 

Question. Were you at Cherry Mountain the Saturday before the raid ? "/ f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know if Addie Shotwell was ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 
Question. Were you there Friday ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. I was there several days before, and on Saturday. 
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Question. What did you join this society for ? Did you hear what it was for ? 
Answer. They didn^t tell me anything until after I had joined. 
Question. What did they talk about ? 

Anstver. They talked about bringing in as many as they could ; that is, to swear them 
in, and if there was any whipping to be done it was given to a committee who would 
do it. 

Question. What did they whip for ? 

Answer. For stealing, or if any one would fall out with or were disliked by them — 
that is, if two meu would fall out and one was a member of the order, the othier would 
be whipped if the Ku-IOux wanted it and reported it to the Den. 

Question. What else now ? 

Answer. I don't know as I can tell what all they did whip for. 
Question. Did you ever hear anything about politics ? 
Anszver. No, sir, not then. • 
Question. At any time ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Were you against people for being of one politics or another ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. ^Vhat did they go on the raid against Mr. Justice for ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. You never heard anything said ? 

Answ€fi\ No, sir. 

Question. Were you an officer ? 

Answer. No, sir. A private. 

Question. Have you ever heard anything said why they went on Mr. Justice f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What did they say they were going to do to Mr. Justice ? 
Answer. They, had it reported that they were going to kill him. 
Question. Who said that ? 
Answer. John Harrill, sir. 
Question. Anything else ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was anything said about killing Mr. Justice on the Sunday night at Amos 
Owens ? • 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you go on the raid to town ? 
Answer. I went to the edge of town. 
Question. Did you go into town ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you see R. A. Shotwell that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, about a mile and a half from town. 
Question. Did you know him well ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was his place in the order ; a private ? 
Answer. I think he was chief of Rutherford County. . 
Question. Did he take command of you that night at Cox's shop ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, you say you didn't go into town ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Where did you stay ? 
Answer. About the foot of the hill. 
Question. With the horses ? 
A.nswer. No, sir, I didn't hold the horses. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Justice that night ? 

Answer. I don't know that I saw him, but I heard him speak, and knew it was his 
voice. 

Question. Did you hear any one ask him what his name was ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir, I think I did. 
Question. What did he say ? 
Answer. He told them his name. 
Question. What did they do to him ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you what they did. I got on my horse and left them in the 
road. 

Question. Where did you go to ? ' 
Answer. I went home. 
Question. Did you go to Downey's ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do there ? 

Answer. They whipped him. 

Question, How many went to Downey's ? 
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Answer, A crowd was going from the mountain, with fifteen. 

Qmstion. Did you see him whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you whip him ? 

Anstcer. No, sir, I never got from my horse. 

Question. Did you see them break down the Star office ? 

Anstver. No, sir. I started to go in town, but they were shooting so I feared they 
would shoot me. 
Question. When did you say you first heard of this? 

Ansiver. They said two weeks before that there must be a raid on Eutherfordton, but 
<iidn^t go until afterward. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Strong, for defendants : 
Question. Mr. Fortune, did you say that ^Ir. Adolphus Depriest was at Cherry Moun- 
tain ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. He was going, was he ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wasn^t he very drunk that night ? 
Ansxvei\ He had been drinking. 

Question. Didn't you know he was very tight ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir, he was very much under the influence of hquor. 
Question. Was he too much so to know what he was doing t 
Answer. No, sir, I don't know that. 

Question. Wasn't he very much under the influence of it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said upon your examination-in-ctief that three of Mr. Amos Owens's 
horses were there and that you had one. Did you take it without saying anything 
about it ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, I asked him for it. 

Question. And he said you might go ? 

Ansicei\ No, sir, but he told me it was in the pasture, and helped me to saddle 
it up. 

Question. You say you raided a man named McGaha. Was he white or colored ? 
Answer. Ho was a white man. 
Question. What was he raided for ? 

Ansicei'. Some of the people did not like him much, and said that he was a mean man. 
Some of them wanted to go on a raid that night, and so they made up a crowd and 
went. 

Question. Some said he was a mean man and went on that account? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that he talked too much ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. That he was a conservative ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I understood that he voted that ticket before. 

Question. Some of them had a spite against him for reporting a distillery ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that there was a man with you named Mclntire who was a distiller ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know John Harrill? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for United States: 
Question. Did you know the fact that he was very active in getting up this raid ? 
Answer. He was the first to tell me about it, and said he was going to kill Mr. 
Justice. 

Question. Did he tellVou he was very active in raidincr around — " niffht-hawking 
it?" 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he tell you he thought it should be done ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he said he was going on it. 
Question. Did he tell you he was going off to South Carolina ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he did. 

Question. Did he tell you that he had received word from Judge Logan that if he 
came back he would be all right ? 
Anstcer. No, sir ; I don't know as he told me. 
Question. You belonged to Cherry Mountain Den ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. ; 
Question. AmOs Owens belonged to that? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did any of these men belong to that Den ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Mclntire did. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN HABRILL. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Listen to me, Mr. Harrill. [Here he read the oath, as before, of the Invisi- 
ble Empire.] Did you ever hear that before ? 
Answer, Something like that. 
Question. What is it ? 

Answer, The oath of the association — the Invisible Empire. 

Question. How long did you belong to that ? 

Answer. Eight months. 

Qusstion. Who initiated you ? 

Answer. Richard Martin. 

Question. In North Carolina? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in Cleveland County. 

Question. Have you been on any raids ? 

Answer. One on Ben Maize; last of March or 1st of April last. 
Question. What did you raid him for ? 

Answer. His daughter had a fight with a white man, and wo whipped her. 
Question. How many of you did it take ? 
Answer. There was about thirty-live of us. 
Question. Whip anybody else ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many licks did you give his daughter ? 
Answei\ About twenty-five or thirty. 
Question. Who told you to go ? 
Answer. Webster. 
Question. What was your Den ? 
Answer. Burnt Chimney. 

Qmstion. Are you the Den who seceded from Depriest's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. How long had you left Depriest^s Den ? 

Answer. Well, about a couple of months ; we only changed name and chief. 
Question. Who told you to go on Ben Maize? 
Answer. Webster. 

Question. Well, did Webster send to you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't know how the order came. I went with Webster about 
sixteen miles in North Carolina. We started to go to Scuggins's. 
Question. What for ? 
Answer. To whip Atin and Bill. 
Question. What for ? 

Answer. Because they opposed the Ku-Klux and the other party. 

Question. What other party ? 

Answer. The republican party. 

Question. Scuggins had a good character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, sir, you say you went to whip this party, a respectable man of that 
county, for being a republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you shoot Maize ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they only shot to frighten him. ^ 

Question. What was the next ? 

Answer. On Granville and Miller. 

Question. You say that was the raid against Miller ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you whip him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many licks did you give him. ? 

Answer. Twenty or thirty. 

Question. Did you whip him a second time ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; went back there Thursday night and whipped him. 
Question. How many licks ? 
Answer. Twenty-five or thirty. 

Question. Do* you mean twenty-five altogether, by the men ? 

Answer, I mean twenty-five each time, altogether. That was the last raid I was on. 
Question. Did you say anything about politics ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; one of them said, " You must be careful how you vote hereafter.^' 
Question. Did you hear anything from Shotwell about this raid on Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; on Friday before the raid was made on Sunday night. 
Question. Did you see him ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; in town. 
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Question. Where did you hear of this raid ? 

Answer. Holland told me this raid was to be made. Wo were at Burnt Chimney 
Den, and I told him there that I had a little business up town, and we went up to- 
gether and met Shotwell in town. He said they were going to kill Justice and Bigger- 
staff, and were going to kill J ustice first. 

Qmsiion. Did ho say anything about Downey ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir, I believe he did ; but I don't know what it was. 

Question, Was any one else with him ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Did you talk with any one else about the raid? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you talk with F. A. Shotwell f 

Ansive)\ No, sir. 

Question. Do you know him f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was ho a member of the Klan ? 

Anstce)', Yes, sir. 

Question, How did you know ? 

Anstver, I met him on the road one day and he gave me the grip. 
Question. What did he say ? 

An8ivei\ He said something about Ku-IQuxing, and asked how we were getting on. 
Question. Did you know Shotwell then ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How far from Rutherfordton did you live 1 
Answer, Five miles. 

Question, Are you a butcher ? ^ 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Sold beef in Rutherfordton I 
A7mver, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many dens were they ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir. • 
Question, Can't you mention them ? 

Ansiver. There was Cherry Mountain, Horse Creek— sometimes called Island Ford — 
We'bster Den, Chimney Rock Den, and there was another — Hamerick was tho chief— 
that I think was the name of it. 

Question. What was Depriest's Den named ? 

Answer, They called it Burnt Chimney. ^ 

Questiom Depriest was chief, was he not ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Can you mention any other ? 

Anstver. Deck's Den ; he was chief. That's all I can recollect. 
Question, Who was town chief? 
Ansiver, Laddie Mills. 

Question, Did you talk with Laddie Mills about that raid ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; he knew all about it. He was on Cherry Mountain when it was 
talked of. 

Question, Who lives there T 

Answei\ Amos Owens. 

Question, What were you doing there ? 

Answer, There were many cherries there, and we used to go there and eat them often. 
Question, Did you talk with Owens? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, He said he was going ? ' 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, Did he go ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir ; he said he could meet us at Red Tavern. 
Question. It was a secret in the order, wasn't it ? 
Answer, Of course it was. 

Question. Did Mr. Randolph say anything about his going on the raid ? 

An8wei\ I don't know, sir, whether he did or not. He wanted me to meet him be- 
tween Cox's and Eve's, so I could throw the men out of the road until the whole crowd 
came up. He said he was going to Tom Mclntire, to try to get him to go with him. 

Question. Now what was the purpose of this order — the Invisible Empire ? 

Ansiver. If I understand it right, it was to raise one party and put down another. 

Question. How were you going to do it ? 

Answer. They used to talk of heap of ways. 

Question. Mention some of them. 

Answer. Well, they said they would raid around before election— s- 
Question. Did you hear them talk of it much ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Shotwell told me they would. 
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Question. Who did you hear talk about it in that way ? 

Answer, I heard them all ; I couldn't say which one. 

Question. Did you ever persuade men in, or would you rather force them ? 

Answer. We would tell them to go into it, and many would go in through fright. 

Question. You don't answer my question ; I ask you if they ever persuaded them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; force was the general manner. 

Question. In obeying instructions, did you obey all ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; as a general thing. ^ 

Question. Did you go on your own hook as a general thing I 

Answer. No, sir ; we would have to go by orders from the chief. 

TESTmONY OF JASON H. WETHROW. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips : ) 
Question. Mr, Wethrow, listen. [Reads the oath of the Invisible Empire, as before.] 
Did you ever hear that before f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it ? 
Answer. I can't tell you exactly, sir. 
Question. Tell me, Mr. Wethrow, what this paper is. 
Answer. It's about the Ku-Klux — ^the oath. 
Question. Did you have to take this oath ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 

Answer. It was about the 1st of March, year ago. 

Question. Who administered it to you ?♦ 

Answer. Alexander Mclntire. 

Question. Where about f 

Answer. In Mr. Owens's cove. 

Question. Was he present ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When you took it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who else were present ? 

An8wei\ Two of the Mr. Mclntires, one or two of the Mr. Depriests, Mr, Smart, and 
Mr. Moony. 

Question. What Smart ? 
Answer. Thomas. 
Question. Where is he ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir ; I reckon he is a lying out. 

Question. When did he go away ? * 

Answer. A month ago, I think. 

Question. Did you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j he lived with me at my house. 

Question. You lived in Rutherford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What part ? 

Answer. In the eastern part of the county, next to Cleveland. 
Question. How far from Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. About fourteen or fifteen miles. 

Question. How did they administer the oath to you ; what form did you go through 
with ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, exactly. 
Question. State what you do know. 

Answer. They came for me and we went up to a hill, and Mr. Mclntire had a blowing 
concern — I didn't know what it was— some kind of a whistle j and he blowed it, and 
some person answered him. I was on the hill then, about two hundred yards from the 
woods. 

Question. What were you doing there ? 

Answer. We had been a-hunting. He stopped and blew once, and they answered 
twice, and he went down to them and told us to wait there till he came back. 
Question. Who were with you ? 

Answer. Mr. Moony and Mr. Smart. He came back and took us with him, and we 
went down there, and there was two or three of them there. I didn't know what they 
were going to do with me. Mclntire came and tied a handkerchief over my face, and 
said if I wanted to belong to a white man's government I must be blindfolded and 
take the oath while I was blindfolded. 

Que8tion..,'Did you answer ,while it vras given to you ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How did you answer ? 

Answer. Well, sir, as they would come to a certain part, I would say yes ormo. 
Question. Well, what did they then do ? 

Answer. Well, after they hlindfolded me they took off the handkerchief from my face 
and had pistols and knives pointed around me. They were disguised in red-looking 
calico that came down to tlieir knees. 

Question. After they got through, what did they do ? 

Answer. They went off and left just the ones we had at first. 

Question. Were you ever on a raid? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on Mr. Biggerstaff's raid. 

Question. On the last one ? 

Ansicei', Yes, sir. 

Question. On any other raid ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; on one more. 

Question. Which was that ? 

Answer. On a little nigger who lived with iMr. Sweazy, on Cherry Mountain. It was 
a nigger girl who belonged to Mr. Sweazy and was staying there still. I didn't know 
why they raided her ; it was commanded to go and give her a little brushing. 

Question. Any reasons given ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who gave you the orders ? 

Answer. The chief. 

Question. Who was the chief ? 

Answer. Brother John. 

Question. Where is he ? 

Answer. In the woods somewhar. 

Question. How long has he been gone ? 

Answer. 1 don't know, sir ; he was here and went home to get oflS 

Question. Was he bound here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was bound here. 

Question. Besides the little girl, who else did you whip ? 

Answer. No one, sir. ' 

Question, Did you whip her ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you disguised? 

Answm\ Some of them were. 

Question. How many went on that raid ? 

Answer. I can't say exactly. 

Question. Can you mention some of them ? 

Answer. Alfred Briggs, Briggs, Amos Owens, two of the Mr. Mclntires 

Question. Which ones % 

Answer. Alexander and Bill. Bill Teel, Spencer K. Moore, and Thomas Sweazy. 
Question. Any other raid ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You went on the Biggerstaff raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Mention some on that raid. j 

Answer. Alexander and Bill Mclntire,* William Teel, James Davis, Thomas Sweazey, 
Thomas Smart, Lem McFarland, Dug Bedford, and James Guadis. 
Question. What did you have to do on the Biggerstaff raid ? 

Answer. Well, when we got thar, thar was some shooting going on, and Mr. Holland 
came and told me to go. He said he didn't want to go and put up his carcus. Some 
of them went around to the wagon and found Mr. Biggerstaff there ; somebody told 
them to pull him out ; Mclntire struck Mr. Biggerstaff with Ibis gun and knocked him 
down ; afterward some of them took him with a rope into the woods j I didn't go 
with them. 

Question. What did Mclntire say ? 

Answa\ He told them to do as he was commanded to do. 
Question. What was that ? 
Ansiver. I don't know. 

Question. Did Biggerstaff say anything was done to him? 

Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. Who struck him ? 

Answer. Mr. Mclntire. 

Question. Did that hurt him ? 

Answer. It struck him down ; I don't know where he struck him. 
Question. Was that in the dark ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
Question. All disguised ? 
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Ansiver. -^ome were and some were not. 
Question. Have you been on any other ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. What did they say tliey were going to do when they started ? 

Amwei\ They didn't say they were going to attack Biggerstaff j they said they were 
iroing to protect the prisoners that was arrested. They looked for the wagon track 
after they started, to find which way they wanted to go. 

Question. Did you know who was in this wagon ? 

A7mve)'. Mr. Holland was there— Mr. BiggerstafPs son-in-law. 

Question. Were any women along ? 

Answer. His wife was in the house ; Mr. Bedford and Mr. Mclntire went and fetched 
Holland and Biggerstaff's wife both out, and fetched Govan Biggerstaff from under the 
house. 

Question. What did they do to Mr. Biggerstaff? 
Answer. 1 don't know, sir. 

By counsel for defense : 
Qu^tion. You say Mrs. Biggerstaff and Holland were brought out of the house ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. When was that f 
Answer. That was on Friday, I think. 

By counsel for United States : 
Question. Was that before the Justice raid ?. •> " 

Answer, Yes, sir ; as far as I can recollect. 
Question. What did they say they had the prisoners for ? 
Answer, For Ku-Kluxing. 

Qu^tion. Now, another raid ; were you on another ? 

Answer, No, sir. - 

Question. Were you on the Rutherford raid ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did yon hear anything about it? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. WJio did you hear talk about it ? ' 
Answer. Mr. Shotwell said there was to be a raid made on town the second Saturday 
in June. 
Question. Where was he ? 
Answer. In Rutherfordton. 
Question. Where about ? 
Answer. Somewhere in the street. 
Question. Any one else ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Deck and Horton were talking about it. He was in the Vin- 
dicator's office. 

Question. What was the Vindicator? 
Anstver. It was a democratic paper. 
Question. Was Shotwell present then ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the raid was to be on the second Saturday in June. They requested 
to know who was chief of Cherry Mountain Den. I told them it was my brother. They 
requested me then to ask him if he could send any men. They were all to meet on 
Saturday to see who could go and who could not. 

Question. Who was there that day ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. 

Question. That was the time they were all at Cherry Mountain ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I told them I could not go ; that my mule was too young. They 
said they would loan me one of their horses if I would go, and if I saw any one that 
wanted to go to let them know. 

Question. Was Mr. Shotwell there ? 

Ansive)*. R. A. Shotwell was not. 

Question. Addison was ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; Mr. Mclntire was there and a Mr. Hampton, and I saw them talk- 
ing about the town raid. 

Question. Did Ad Shotwell tell you who it was to be on ? 

Answer. I don't think he did. We met some two or three times before. 

Question. Where was that ? 

Ayiswer. At Cherry Mountain. He said it was to whip Mr. Justice and give him up 
to the South Carolina men. 
Question, What did they have against Mr. Justice ? 
Answer. On account of politics. I think he was ou the radical party. 
Question. He was elected from the county, was he not? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. The Star office ; what was the Star office? 
Answer. It belonged to the radical party. 

Question. Did they say what the South Carolina men were to do with Justice? 
Anstver, They were to carry him to the river. 
Question. What did you understand was the object? 

Answer. Some said to tie a stone to his neck and throw him into the river. 
Question, Did you understand that at Cherry Mountain? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, were these that were at Cherry Mountain generally low-down or 
respectable men ? 
Ansu-er. They were all conservatives. 
Question. How did they stand iu the country ? 
Answer. They stood pretty fair. 
Question. Amos Owens, how did he stand ? 
Answer. He stood pretty well. 
Question, How about Shotwell? 
Answer, He stood very well. 
Question, Did you know his father? 
Answnr, Yes, sir. 
Question. Who was he ? 
Answer, Preacher Shotwell, he was called. 
Question. You said you saw R. A. Shotwell at Rutherfordton ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How long before the raid ? 
Answer, A week or two. 

Question. Before the Ku-Klux trials, in which Mr. Justice made his speech ? 
Answer, I can^t tell you. 

Question, Didn^t you know when Mr. Justice made his speech there ? 

Answer, No, sir; I don't recollect. 

Question, What did R. A. Shotwell say about the raid? 

Answer, He asked me whether I would let the chief of Cherry Mountain Den know 
^of this raid ; that they wanted friends to do this. 

Question, Who were present when Shotwell talked with you ? 
Answer, No one. 

Question, When Addison Shotwell talked with Deck and Horton, any one present? 
Answer. I think not, sir. 

Question, What was the purpose of your Den? 

An3we7\ To take in any person they could, so they could gain the election. 

Question, WTiat other purpose ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir. 

Question, Obliged to obey all instructions ? 

Ansivei', Yes, sir. 

Question. Lawful or unlawful ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I don't think any of them were lawful. 

Question. You say you didn't go on the raid ? 

Answer, sir. 

Question, Where were you? 

Answer, At Mr. Sweazy's Sunday night. 

Question. Did you see any of them ? Tell whom you did see. 

Answer, James Hunt, Rub-" 

Question, Who else ? 

Answer, Carson, Rollins, and Julius Fortune. 

Question, Who else ? Did you ever hear any one say they were on it ? 
f Anstcei\ Yes, sir ; some of them did. Amos Owens, Julius Fortune, Joseph Fortune, 
Mr. Bill Alexander, Alexander Mclntire, William Teel, Spencer Moore, and Adolphus 
Depriest. 

Question, Calvin Teel ? 
Ansicer, I don't know. 
Question, William Tanner? 
Answer, I don't know. 
Question, D. B. Fortune ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear Adolphus Depriest say what they did ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Quesiian, Who did say what was done ? 
Answer, Alexander Mclntire. 
Question, Amos Owens sent three horses ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Asked you if you would go ? 
Anstver, No, sir. 

29 N O 
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Question. Did you say you would go ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did lie say why they were going ? 
. Answer. No, sir j he said nothing about it. 

Cross-examination. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question, Mr, Wethrow, I understand you to say that you were on Biggcrstaff 
raid! 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 
Question, Why did you go ? 

Answei\ 1 went under the command by Mr. Alex Mclntire. 
Question. Why didn't you know why they were going ? 

Answet; That night he s.aid he was going to keep them from hanging the prisoners ; 
ho said, that if they went to kill the prisoners, he would interfere. 
Question, What prisoners ? 
Answei'. 1 can't tell you who they were. 

QueMion. These were the prisoners who were taken up for the first Biggerstaff raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know what purpose j^ou were going for ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; not until I got to the house. 
Question. When they got tliero what did they do ? 

Answer. They surrounded the house ; some went up to the wagon and fojmd some one. 
in it J they tore the wagon top off and fetched him out, and one of them struck him 
somewhere. 

Question. Who struck him, Biggerstaff? 

Anstver. Mr. Mclntire struck Biggerstaff, and then some person got a rope from the 
mule and carried him off into the woods. 
Question. Was he a white man ? 
Anstcei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. His wife was a white woman ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

The Witness, (continued.) They carried him off into the woods; I don't know 
where ; I saw him praying to let him go to the house. 
Question. They didn't kill him, though ? 

Answet\ No, sir; they brought him back. We went in and fetched Biggerstaff's wifo 
out from the tire-place with Holland. They told Govan Biggerstaff to go to the crowd 
and he went, and started, and broke, and run, and Mr. Mclntire shot at him. 

By counsel for United States : 

Question. Did they understand that they were going to testify against them as wit- 
nesses ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By counsel for defense: 
Question. W^hcu did you first determine to be a witness in this case? 
Ansiver. I was called here yesterday. 
Question. Since you were indicted ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did you determine to be a witness here? 
Ansiver. Because I went up to Mr. Logan and told him all about it. 
Question, Were you not told that if you would testify here It would be better for 
you? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. On another raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. On a little girl ? ' 
Ansiver. l^es, sir. 

Question. Did you not know she whipped a white man ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you never hear what it was for ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear that she had a white child ? 
Answer. 'No, sir ; if she did it was a very black one. 
Question. You know that she did not have a child ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir; she lived at my father-in-law's. 
Question. These were the only raids you were on ? 
Anmvei\ Yes, sir; the only two. 

Question. Was it not told you, before you v.'cnt before Judge Logan, that if you did it 
would be best lor you ? o o ? j 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did you ever see Addisou Sliotwell; at Cherry Mountain ? 
Anstccr. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you ever tell anything about this matter before you were informed 
that you had been told upon ? 

Anstcer. No, sir j I heard I was told on as being a Ku-Klux, but never heard I was 
on the raid. 

Question. I understand, then, that you didn't tell anything about this matter until you 
were informed that you were told upon as being a Ku-Klux f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think Addison Shotwell was on Cherry Mountaint 
Answer. I won't swear ho was there. 
Question, You can't swear he was at Oherry Mountain f 
Anstcer. I think ho was there on Friday or Saturday. 
Question. Now, sir, Cherry Mountain, isn't that a^reat resort J 
Ai^swei'. Yes, sir. 
Question. Full ofeherries? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, That was in the cherry season ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You stated that this raid was to be made on Justice for his politics ; now 
did you not hear that it was on account of a certain speech he had made before the 
commissioner, in which he said that the leader of the Ku-Klux should be hung ? 

Ansiver. 1 have forgotten that, if I ever knew it. 

Question. You say you had a talk with A. Shotwell about it 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you have that talk ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, he knew that my brother was chief, and he knew that I was a Ku- 
Klux. 

Question. Did you know that he was a Ku-Klux t 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you know J 

Answer. Ho told me. 

Question. How did he tell you ? 

Answer. He just came up and told me, sir. The reason was tliat he went home to 
tell my brother that there would be a raid on town, and wanted him to go. 

Question. I .understood you to say Mr. Adolphus Depriest told you he was thero. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was that ? 

Anstcer. I think it was at Amos Owens, on the next Sunday that he had been on the 
raid. 

Question. How did ho tell you that ? 

Ansicer. I can't tell you that ; I reckon bo w^s proud about it. 

Redirect examination by counsel United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Mr. Wethrow, I want to understand what you say about Mr. A. Shotwell 
being at Cherry Mountain. 
Answer. He was there Friday or Saturday. 
Question. Can you tell j)ositively if it was him I 
Ansiver. If it was not him it was his spirit. 
Question. How long were you there ? 
Answer. I was there three days. 
Question. How came you to go there ? 

Answer. I was on my way from the tan-yard ; there was to be a meeting there, and 
most of them were conservatives. The Ku-Klux were to be there. Mr. Williams was 
the only radical there. 

Question. Did you know Alexander H. Jones, the congressman ? 

Answen. No, sir. 

Question. Are you a Night-Hawk ? 
Ansiver. I don't know, sir, what I am. 

Recross-exami nation by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. I understand you to say that Adolphus Depriest told you on the following 
Sunday, at Cherry Mountain, that he was there ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you not know that he was arrested at that time t 
Answer, Yes, sir ; he was tried there. 

Question. Don't you know that on the next Sunday, after he was under arrest and 
was going to be tried at Sheldon, did you not know, too, that you were arrested by the 
United States? 
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Answer, I was not arrested at all. 
Question. You went there, then ? 
A^iswer. Yes, sir ; I went there. 
Question. When did you see him there? 
Answer. I think it was the next Sunday. 

Question. Don't you know that he was in Raleigh the next Sunday ? 
Answer. I can't say exactly now whether it was Sunday or not I saw him. 
Question. You say you saw him on Cherry Mountain ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said you had seen him on Cherry Mountain on the following Sunday, 
and now you say you don't know when it was, 
(No answer.) 

Question. Didn't you know that when this prisoner was taken the cherry season was 
over ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were you doing there then ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. > 

Question. What was Adolphus Depriest doing ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Any one else there ? 

Answer. Amos Owens was there and his family. 

Question. You don't know what you were doing there f 

Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. What were you saying ? 

Anstver. Well, we talked a good deal then. 

Question. When did Depriest tell you that he was there ? 

Anstver. When he got hack. 

Question. At what time ? 

Answer. Can't tell the hour when ; don't know whether it was dark or morning. 
Question. Can you tell whether it was before the raid or after it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then was it before he was caught ? 

Answer. It was after the town raid j I don't know the time. 

Re-examination. 

By counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. What did Adolphus Depriest tell you about the raid? 
Answer. He^said he went. 
Question. Did he say that he went into .town ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. He told you on Cherry Mountain ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did Mr. Amos Owens say anything to you that day about getting every 
one who was a radical to go away ? 
Anstver. He said that was the orders. 

Third cross-examination. 

By counsel for defense : 
Question. You say this meeting was at Cherry Mountain. When was that ? 
Answer. Second Saturday in June. 
Question. The night when it was talked of? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Mr. Owens didn't say that then ? 
Anstver. That was the talk. 

Question. How many people were there that day? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. I would not wish to tell you, as I didn't count them. 
Question. Were there fifty. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there a hundred ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, how many. 

Question. Were there any radicals ? 

Answer. There were but two that I knew. 

Question. You didn't see but one on Saturday or Sunday? 

Anstver, Yes, sir ; but I saw one on Friday. 

Question. Can you undertake to say that there were any others there? 
Answer. No, sir. That's all I saw 
Question. Did they race them off? 
Answer. I couldn't tell you that. ' 



NOKTH CAROLINA — COURT PROCEEDJJJ^GS. 



453 



THE GRASSY BRANCH RAID. 



United States 

Jason Wetiirow, William McIntire, 
William Teel, James Hunt, Thomas 
Toms. 



For conspiracy under the act of Congre 
> of April 20, 1871. 



Jason Wethrow, William Mclntire, and William Teel pleaded guilty. 
James Hunt and Thomas Toms nolle pros. 



testimony of AARON V. BIGGERSTAFF. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 

Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, please state to the court and jury all you know in regard 
to this charge against these defendants, James Hunt and Thomas Toms. Go on and 
state what you know of this charge against the defendants, of the alleged attack made 
on you. 

Answer, W^ell, I think it was on the r2th of May that I started. I was subpconaed 
to go to Charlotte, or Saulsbury, or Raleigh, by Colonel Hester to meet a commissioner. 
Question. Who were with you? 

Ansicer. My wife, my daughter, William Holland, Govan Biggerstaff ; and we went 
on down into Cleveland County, twelve or fifteen miles north of Shelby. My folks, who 
were with me, went into a little school-house — it looked to be a new one. I couldn't 
go in on account of the whipping I had received on the 8th of April, and I staid in 
my wagon. Some time in the night a gang of men rode up — it was betwixt midnight 
and day — and surrounded the house, and remained there for some time ; I don't know 
how long. At last they told Holland to come to the door, and he did so, and they 
knocked him down with a gun. They rushed around the wagon and caught me by 
the hair of the head, and attempted to pull me out. I told them to let me alone and I 
would get out. They pulled me out, broke my arm, and struck me across the breast 
with their guns. They cut a mule loose, took the rope and put the rope around my 
neck. They swore they would kill me. They took me off about one hundred or one 
hundred and twenty-five yards, and tried first to choke me in going across, to hang mo 
,to a leaning sapling. They said they meant to kill me. They wanted to kill me and 
kill Judge Logan, and skin Carpenter alive. They said they intended to waylay the 
road and kill Judge Logan. They took me back to the crowd. When they brought 
me back Govan Biggerstaff was still in the house, and so was Holland and my old lady. 

Question. Who were there ? Mention some. 

Anstcer. Wethrow and Gaddis were there. They kicked Biggerstaff out under the 
house. Then they ordered us to get into a ring, and in getting into a ring they cocked 
their guns to shoot us. They then said I was a " damned radical," and that I was 
going to swear agin them, and that they wouldn't get bifck in six years. Then they 
commenced talking, and said I must not swear agin them or they would kill me ; and 
then they said, " Get into a ring ; they would have me to kill anyhow." And all four 
of us got into a ring, and when they cocked their guns one of the mules jumped 
across the tongue of the wagon and caused them to look out at it. Govan Biggerstaff 
broke and run, and they shot at him. Mr. Hunt and me talked some little time. I 
had my hand on his coat sleeve. He said he had come two hundred miles that night, 
and had two hundred more to go against daylight. 

Question. What did they say they were going to kill you for ? 

Answer. They accused mo of going to swear on the Ku-Klux. They said I was a 
"damned old radical and had to quit my principles in voting the republican ticket." 
They said I must not swear agin them. I asked them what I must do, then ; they said 
I must keep my mouth shut. I didn't swear agin them on the first raid they were on. 
I told them so that night. 
| - Question. Did you know any others ? 

Ansicer. I knew James Hunt, Jason Wethrow. John Wethrow, Mr. Gaddis, and Jonas 
Bedford, and that's all I recollect. 

Question. State whether there were any more or not. 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Some were holding the horses and mules j some ten or twelve or 
fourteen J I don't know how many. 

By Judge Bond ; 
Question. Where was your wife on that occasion? 
Answer. She was standing within six feet of me. 
Question. Who were in the house ? 

Answer. William Holland, Govan Biggerstaff, and my wife. 



454 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES/ 

Cross-examined by counsel for defense : 
Question, What did Hunt say ? 

Answer, He told me bad come two hundred miles that night, and bad two hundred 
more to go before day. It was an hour before day. 
Question. What were they after you for ? 

Answer, They said they were after me to keep me from voting. 

Question. Did Hunt say that ? 

Answer. Certainly he did, sir. 

Question. Was it raining ? 

Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question. Cloudy? 

Answer. At times it would come very cloudy, and blow off. 
Question, Dark night ? 

Aimver. No, sir ; the moon was an hour or two high. 
Question,. What time did you think it was ? 

Answei; Betwixt midnight and day j when they left I think it was an boor before 
day. 

Question. You say James Hunt told you be had come two hundred miles that night, 
and had two hundred more to go ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, He did not do anything to you f 

Answer He cursed and abused me. I wasn^t struck but one lick, as I can recollect. 
Question. He didn^t go with you iu the woods ? 
Anstver^ No, sir. 

Question. You say after you came back you saw Hunt ? 
Answer. I walked right by where he was standing. 
Question, There were some twelve or fifteen in all ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You didn't know any of them ? 
• Answer, I knew two of them — Wethrow and Bedford. 
Question, William Mclntire ; you don't recollect of seeing him T 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, William Teel ; you don't know whether be was there ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, James Gaddis j» you saw him ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were they disguised f 

Answer, Some of them were. 

Question. Well, Hunt didn't have on anything ? 

Answer. His hat-lining was over his forehead. 

Question, Was it put there to disguise himself? 

Answer, It was. 

Question, Just the lining ;|3ulled over bis head ? 
Answer, Yes, sii^. 

Question, Pulled from th^ inside of his hat? 

Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, How low did it come ? 

A7wive}\ Close to his eyes 

Question, You didn't see Toms ? 

Ansiver, I didn't know him. 

Question. The only men you knew were Bedford, Hunt, and Wethrow, and you saw 
twelve or fifteen in all f 
Answer, There may have been more ; I cannot say. 
Question, What color of hat was this ; what was the color of the lining ? 
Answer, Well, you know, hats is generally lined with a dark color. 
Question, You cannot tell the color of the hat ? 
Anstver. It was a black hat. 
Question, With a dark lining ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, What sort of clothes did he have on ? 

Answer, 1 didn't notice them particularly ; it felt like woolen cloth. 

Question, How far did Mr. Hunt live from you ? 

Answer, I reckon twelve miles. 

Question, You say this was the 12th of May ? 

Answer, I think so. 

Question, The moon was bow high ? 

Answer, About an hour or two. 

Question, You spoke of the moon being an hour or an hour and a half high; was it in 
the east or in the west ? 
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Ansicet; In the east. 

Qucstmu Did it raiu that night! 

Answer. It commenced a little. 

Question, How long did these people stay after they got there ? 
Answer. They were there a good bit. 

Question. Good bit is a very indehnito phrase ; what do you mean by a good bit ? 
Ansicer. An hour or an hour and a half. 

Question. You think they were there from an hour to an hour and a half? 
Aimver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And when they left, you say it was how long before day ? 
Answer. An hour or an hour and a half before day. 

Question. Then they must have got there between 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning T 
Answer. 1 exjyect so, sir. 

Eedirect examination : 
Question, How far was this, did you say, from your house ? 
Answer, Well, I suppose some ten or twelve miles. 
Question. You were on your way down here as a witness ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; to meet Colonel Hester. 
Question. To take you before a commissioner ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF J. G. HESTER. 

Question. Where did you make service on Mr. Biggerstaff and his daughter, Mrs. Nor- 
viU, and where did you serve the subp(cna on Mrs. Biggerstaff ; at her residence ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The two first were in Rutlierfordton, and the old lady was out 
where they live. 

Question. Please state what instructions you gave withi regard to their meeting any- 
where, and where. 

Answer. I told Mr. Biggerstaff and Mrs. Norvill, when I served it on them, of my in- 
tention, and it was to return the warrant to Charlotte ; probably I was not exactly 
right about that, but would leave another as soon as I made the arrest. I served the 
summons on them before I made any arrest, and told them I would, if I made any 
arrest, send them word where to meet me. 

> By Governor Bragg, of counsel for defense : 

Question. By what authority did you execute this subpcena ? 
Answer. The papers were handed me by the commissioner. 
Question. 1 see you put yourself down here as special deputy f 
Ansiver. 1 am deputy under Colonel Carrow. 
Question. You are not general deputy, then ? 

Answer. I was before that, but about that time I had received an appointment in the 
Treasury Department at Wasliingtoii. But before that time I received an appoint- 
ment as deputy marshal. • 

Question. Where is your appointment as deputy marshal ? 

Answer, I do not know whether I have it in my pocket or not. 

Question, 1 see you signed this as special deputy, and as there is no special deputa- 
tion it is as general deputy. When did you ever qualify as general deputy ? Did you 
ever qualify at all ? 

Ansice}'. Not at all. 

Question, Never qualified ; never given any bond or taken any oath f 
Answer. Not as deputy marshal. 

(An argument arose here as to the validity of Colonel Hester^s appointment.) 

By Mr. Phillips, of counsel for the Government : 
Question. You say that that summons was handed to you by the commissioner to 
execute on these parties ? 
Answe:)'. Yes, sir; United States Commissioner Shaffer handed me the commission. 
Question. You were a special deputy under Marshal Carrow ? 

Answer. I have a special ai)i)oiutment to issue papers from the circuit court, except 
final processes. 

Question. Where was it Mr. Biggerstaff was to meet you at ? At the head of the rail- 
road? 

Ansicer. That was the instruction I gave him afterward — I think the next day 
probably. 

Question. That was before this attack was made on him ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that was before we left Rutherford County. The warrant called 
for some persons who were in Cleveland County also. I came on into Cleveland, and 
left him there with instructions to meet me at the head of the railroad at Cherry ville. 
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I made some other arrests in Cleveland County, and went on to Shelby, en route for 
Cherryville. On arriving in Shelby I found there was a United States commissioner at 
that place, and made my return before him, which saved the unnecessary trouble and 
expense of taking the prisoners to Charlotte by Cherryville. 

Question. Captain Hester, what day did you .serve the summons on Mr. BiggerstafF? 

Answer. I Jiave forgotten, sir, the day of the month, but I served it on him the first 
day I went into Rutherfordton. 

Question. Where did you go after you served the summons on him f 

Answer, I went on then to arrest the parties some seven or eight miles from Ruther- 
fordton, and I found them all the way along from there into Cleveland County. 

Question. Were you going toward Shelby ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you return the warrant at Shelby ? 
Answer. I am not certain. I think it was the 12th or 13th. 
Question. The 12th or 13th ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Cross-examined by Thomas Bragg : 
Question, Did I understand you to say that you told them you would return this 
warrant at Charlotte ? 
Anstvei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, You say you do not remember when you made return of it ? • 
Answer. I have forgotten the day exactly now. 
Question. Did you tell them to come to Raleigh ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I told them I was going to return it before the first commissioner I 
could find. 

Question. Didn't you afterwards tell them to me6t you at Cherryville I 
Answer. Yes, sir, I told them to meet me at Cherryville before I left there. 
Question, Before this attack was made upon him ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, I understand you to say it was returned then in Shelby before the com- 
missioner on the 12th or 13th of May ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, before Commissioner Moore. ^ 

Redirect by Mr. Phillips : 
Question, You say you sent Biggerstaff word ? 

Answer, No, sir. Not after I returned the paper. I told him to meet me at Cherry- 
ville after I had made the arrest. I sent him word that he must come to Shelby, as 
I had found a United States commissioner there. 

Question, Did you meet him afterwards ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Look on this paper and see whether this was the correct date returned to the 
commissioner. Look on the back of it. 

Answer, Yes, sir; the 13th, that was the day I went into Shelby. I made the 
return the evening I got there or the next morning, but that was the date, sir, that I 
made the return. 

Aaron Y. Biggerstaff recalled : 

Question. What time was it that you were brought before the United States commis- 
sioner at Shelby ? 

Answer. 1 was not brought there. I didn't reach there. I had no notice at all. I 
was beaten on Friday night the 12th. 

TESTIMONY OF MARGARET BIGGERSTAFF. 

Question. Where do you reside, Mrs. Biggerstaff, when you are at home f 
Answer. In Rutherford County. 

Question. Go on and state to the jury what you may know in regard to being sum- 
moned anywhere as a witness, and say on all about it, w^hether there was any attack 
made on you or not. 

Answer, Well, sir, ]Mr. Hester came to my house on Friday and summoned me, my 
husband, and daughter to meet him the next day for trial. 
Question. What time did you start for home ? 
Ansxver. I suppose it was about 2 or 3 o'clock when we left home. 
Question. What day was that ? 
Answer. Friday at 2 or 3 o'clock. 

Question, How far did you go that night ? To what place? 
Answer, To Grassy Branch. 

Question, State what took place there that night. 

Ansiccr. It was night when wo got thtjre, and my son-in-law atid relatives was with 
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us, and my daughter was with us. We took out the mules from oar wagons and eat 
supper, and my husband never got out of the wagon, and me and my son-in-law went 
into the house. I sat down upon a log or something— a sleeper I believe it was— and 
Holland put some boards down to the door and laid down on them; but I never laid 
down at all that night, and I never went to sleep. They went to sleep, and at a lato 
hour in the night 1 heard voices like anger, cursing aud swearing, and they came 
towards the house iu a short time. I went to wake the men, but before I could wake 
them they were there at the door. They stood around that door sometime. I heard 
a gun fire and I see them pulling Mr. Bi^erstaff out of the wagon. They came to the 
door and when there they struck IIonaucTwini a gun and knocked him down. He 
laid there a long time, and I thought ho was dead. They took my husband off, and 
they said they were going to hang him. They took a rope we had on the mules, tied 
it, and put it around his neck, and went off. There were some three or foUr,' or more — 
I can^t tell how many — and was gone for some time. When they came back I stooped 
down to see whether Holland was dead. He raised up and stood up. I found he was 
not dead. They came in and they pulled him out, and told us to come out and stand 
around in a ring — they was going to kill him. They said it was because ho was going 
to give evidence agin them. 
Qif^ti on. Who "J 

AnWer, Mr. Bl^gerstaff. They said he should not go. I asked them why they 
treated us so. They said he was a radi0al and never should give another radical vote. 
They said if they had Carpenter then, and Judge Logan, they could take the country. 

Question, What did you hear them say about Mr. Logan ? 

Anstcer. That they intended to skin Carpenter alive and to kill Judge Logan. Then 
they said they were only talking— just making friends with my husband, with the rope 
around his neck. They asked if we know them. We said no. They said Mr. Bigger- 
staff could be one of the leading characters ; he could be a leading man in that county 
if he would only quit the party he was iu. They said we would know them if we saw 
them in the day-time. While we were standing there talking there was a guu fired. 
They staid there and talked to us some time. They told us if we would go home, not 
give evidence, and not vote the radical ticket agin, they would not kill us. 
Question. State the parties, if you knew any of them. 
Answer. There was John Wethrow, James Hunt, and Thomajs Toms. 
uesiion. Do you know Thomas Toms and Hunt ? 

nsfteA Yes, sir ; I knew both of them. Those three were all of the crowd that I 
knew. 

Question. There were others there? 

Answer. YeS, sir ; there were others there ; but none that I knew. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Strong : 
Question. Were these men disguised in any way ? 
Answer, i saw two that were. 
()w csfton. How were they disguised ? 

Ansiver. I could not tell you, that I know of, particularly. One of them had horns on 
his head and the other I don't think had. He had some kind of a dress, something 
like an ofiicer's dress. It looked blue or dark. I didn't pay much attention to see how 
they all looked. 

Question. They said to your husband, you could see who they were in the day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they said if it was day-time you would know us. 
Question. Didn't you say formerly before the commissioner that you didn't know 
James Hunt ? 

Answer. I never saw James Hunt before in my life. The next morning he came to 
our wagon and I knew it was the same man. 
Question. You didn't know James Hunt before ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I didn't. 

Question. You saw him the next day at the wagon, and you concluded it was the 
same man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. You think that he was one of the men that you saw that night before ? 
Anstcer. I do. 

Question, Was he one of the men that had on a disguise ? 
Answer. Ho had no disguise that night ; none at all that I saw. 
Question. Now, here is Thomas Toms } you say you knew him ? 
A7iswe)\ I think I did.. 

Question. How did you know Thomas Toms ? 

Answer, I knew him because I knew him so long j from his voice and looks and 
general manner in talking and acting. 

Question. Did you know him that night from his looks ? 
Answer. I think I did. 
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Question, You say that you not only knew bim from his voice, hut because you knew 
liissize; know bis appearance? 
Answer. Yes^ sir. 

Question. Didn^t you swear before tbe commissioner that you dicln^t know Thomas 
Toms except from his voice ? 
Anstver, I don't think I did. 

Question. Didn't you swear before the commissioner that yon didn't seo Mr. Toms 
that night, but you heard somebody, or a voice that you keard, you took to be Mr. 
Toms's voice ? 

Ansiver. I don't think I said that. 

Question. Didn't you say that you didn't see him that night ? 
Answer. Certainly, I saw him ; yes, sir ; certainly, I saw him. 

Question. Did you come to that belief firom his voice or from the appearance of the 
man? 

Ansiver, Both. 

Question. You believe you saw Thomas Toms there that night ? 
Answer. I do. 

Question. When were you examined before about this matter ? 
An»wei\ I don't recollect the time. 

Question. I understand you were examined about this matter before Mr. Wilson, at 
Rutherford ? 
Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I want to know if you didn't say that you didn't see Mr. Toms that night, 
but you thought he was there from a voice you heard. 
Ansiver. I think I said what I said. 

Question. That is the time now and the place that I have asked you of. Before Mr. 
WMlson you think you gave the same account of it then as you give now? 
Answer. To the best of my recollection. 
Question. Where is Mr. Wilson? 
Answo'. I don't know. 

Question. What time of night was it, Mrs. Biggerstaff ? 

Ansiver. I can't tell you what time of night. It was a little before day. 

Question. How long did these people stay there ? 

Answer. I can't tell; it seemed like an hour to me ; I don't know how long. 
Question. W^as it raining ? 

Ansivei: It rained a little in the first part of the night. ^ 

Question. Was the moon shining ? 

Answei'. Sometimes it it did and sometimes it didu't. 

Question. Was it rising or going down? 

Ansiver. I can't say where it was. It was in the heavens somewhere. 
Question. Don't you know the East from the West ? 
Answer. Sometimes I do. 

Question. Can't you tell when the moon is rising or going down ? 
Ansiver. 1 didn't take any notice of anything about the moon. 
Question. Did you stay in the house or come out of the house? 

Ansiver. 1 staid in the house until I was pulled out. I never came out until they 
brought Mr. Biggerstaff back. 
Question. Then you say they carried you out of the house ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was the old man then ? 
Ansiver. Near the house, close to me. 
Question. How close did you go to him ? 
Answer. A few steps. 
Question. Give us some idea. 

Answer. I was as close to him as I am to you. About eight or nine feet 
Question. Where did you see Mr. Hunt ? 

Answer. I was there in the yard, and he shook hands before he went away, very 
friendly. 

Question. Did you see whether he had on anything? 
Answej*. He had nothing on that I saw. 
Question. Where did you see Toms ? 
' Answer. He was there around the house. Hp kept off at a distance. 
Question. How far? 

Answer. I don't know, sir ; I can't tell you the distance. After I came out of the 
house he came close to me. I was right at the door. 

Question. How far was ho from the door wlien you thought you saw him ? 

Ansiver. I can't tell ; they were mixed up so. 

Question. They were mixed up about there a good deal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many do you think were there ; as many as fifteen or twenty ? 
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Amicer, There was a crowd there, but I don't know how many. 

Question, Was there a crowd there or twenty ? Was there three or twenty ? 

Answer, I suppose there was three, hut I won't say twenty. I suppose there was 
some ten or fifteen. There might have been that many or might have been more. 
They were moving about. 

Question. You say Toms didn't come near the door? ; 

Answer. Yes, he did, before I came out of the house. 

Question. How far? 

Answer. I don't know how far; I can't tell you. I can't tell you how far he was. 

Eedirect by Mr, Phillips : 
Question. You say you were well acquainted with Mr. Toms, and after you came out 
of the house he came up very close to you ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM HOLLAND. 

Question. Mr, Holland, go on and state whether you knew Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff. 
Anstvei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who did you seo that was there in that raid? What county was that in? 
Answer. Ju Cleaveland County, sir. 
Question. Who was there in that crowd ? 

Ansiver. John Wethrow, Jason Wethrow, James Hunt, and Duck Bedford. 
Question. State any others. 

Ansive7\ There was several others, but I am not satisfied of any other person that 
was there. 

Question. You say Jason Wethrow, &c. j are you well acquainted with James Hunt ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he there that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Cross-examined by Judge Fowle : 
Question. Where wore you that night ? 

Ans^ver. I was in that little house, about twenty-seven yards from the road. 
Question. Somebody hit you ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What tii^ie did you seo Hunt ? 

Answer. I never see him till he came out of the house. 

Question. Where did you see him? 

Ansiver. He was in the crowd when they all came out of the house. 
Question, Who brought you out of the house ? 
Ansicer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Did you know how you got out of the house ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Some person came in and slung mo around a time or two, and then 
slammed me out of the house. There was a crowd^all around the house. 
Question. In that crowd you say you saw Mr. Hunt ? 
Ansiver. After I camo out of the house ; yes, sir. 
(Question. Passing about, wasn't he ? 
Ansicci\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How far was this crowd off from you? 

Answe)'. Which crowd? 

Question. The crowd yon speak of 

Ansicer. They was right around the house. 

Question. Where was the old man ? 

Answer. He was in the ring, and the balance of them stood around. 
Question. What time of night was it ? 

Ansicer. I don't know, sir ; it must have been somewhere about 1 or 2 o'clock. 

Question. It was dark that night, eh ? 

Ansice}\ Yes, sir ; it was in the fore part of the night. 

Question. How was it after that ? 

Ansicer. Well, the moon was up. 

Question. Was the moon rising or going down ? 

Anstcer. Rising, sir. 

Question. What house was this you staid at ? 

Ansivei'. It was a house belonging to Mr, Daves. It was an unoccupied house, close 
on to the road, and it was used sometimes for people belated in traveling to camp.in. 
There was only a wagon room to turn about it. 

Question. It was in the woods, then? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How big a place was it there around the house ? 

Anstcer. Well, I don't know, sir; about the turn of a wagon around it, I suppose. 
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Question, Leaves were on the trees ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. There was just room round it for a Tvagon to turn around ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was in that place you were all contained ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you say you knew iMx. Hunt among these others— John Wethrow, 
Jason Wethrow, Alexander Mclntire, &c. ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you know Toms ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. You didn't see Toms ? 
Ansiver. I don't say positively. 
Question. Was any of them disguised ? 
Answe)\ Some of them were. 

Question. Who was disguised; any of the men you have spoken of? 

A7i8wer. They were partly. Wethrow had something around his neck 

Question. Which Wethrow ? 

Ansiver. John. It looked like a draw-string in the neck, and something loose all 
around. 

Question. What did Hunt have on ? 

Answer. He didn't have any on particularly. That is, the one I took to be him had 
something or other on over his forehead. 

Question. The man you took to be Hunt looked to have something on over his fore- 
head? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. This was the man you took for Hunt ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, who else had something on ? 

Answer. 4rason Wethrow and Duck Bedford had something on. 

Question. Jase Wethrow, too, had something on ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. One had something on that fell over his shoulders and body, and the one 
you took to be Mr. Hunt had something on drawn over his head ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Witnesses for the defense, 

TESTIMONY OP KOBERT FORTENBURY. 

Question, Do you know, sir, when a certain assault or attack was made upon Mr. 
Aaron Biggerstaff, near Grassy Branch. 
Answer, Ye§, sir. 

Question, How far did you live from there ? 

Answer. Something like a mile or three-quarters. 

Question, You know the night? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, How do you know it ? 

Answe7\ I saw Mr. Biggerstafifs wagon go by there that night. The next morning 
Mr. Biggerstaff and his wife and family came on by there, and said that they had been 
whipped the night before. 

Question. You know it that way ? 

Ansiv(T, Yes, they came to my house the next morning. 

Question, I wish you would state what you know about James Hunt. Tell all about 

it. 

Ansiver. James Hunt came to my house just a little before dark. In a few minutes 
Mr. BiggerstafPs wagon passed by, and Mr. Hunt's wagon had just driven up, and so 
he camped and staid there that night. 

Question, Was Hunt there with the wagon ? 

Answer. He came up with the wagon. 

Question, Where did he camp that night ? 

Answer. He camped in my shoe-yard. He eat supper, and after that we talked 
awhile. We then laid down. After we had laid down a time, a parcel of men came 
to my gate and hollered. I got ux) and went to them. They asked me whose wagon 
that was. I said it was Mr. Hunt's wagon. They said it wasn't, was it. I said it was. 
They turned and went on down the road then. After that, Mr. Hunt and I talked a 
little. I then heard a gun fire and spoke to Hunt, and he said he heard two. I 
asked him which way it was. He said it was down the road. After awhile the dogs 
commenced making a noise, and I heard voices, and I don't knov/ how many horses 
going ui> the road. I called to one of the men, and he scolded the dogs for making 
so mucn noise. They passed back again afterwards. 
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Question, What time was it when they went back, sir ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. I can't tell you what time they went down, exactly. Vd 
lay down awhile and get up again, and after I laid down a little while they went 
down the road. I saw them when they went down the road. It was dark and raining 
a little. 

Question. Did you see Mr. Hunt at that time? 
Answer. I heard him talking as they went down. 
Question, What did ho say to them f 

Answer. Ho said they ought to go hack, and not think of whipping such an old man 
as Biggerstaff. 

Question. And they went on ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. And I forgot: he told them not to drink any more liquor; they 
was drinking too much. After they went out of the yard they went down. 
Question. Is that the time you talked about the guns ? 

Answer. After that, I went into the house and laid down, and then I heard a gun 
fire. 

Question. And he said he heard two guns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How long was that after they had gone ? 
Answa-. I can't tell. 

Question, Well, you went out there and you said you had heard this gun fire, and he 
said he heard two guns fire? 

Answer, Yes, sir. He said he thought it was down the road. 

Question, How did Mr. Hunt come there with his wagon ? AVhat was he doing f 

Ansiver, He was going to market, and most every time he stops, he always gets mo 
to do his shoeing. 

Question, You are a blacksmith, then ? * 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What market was he going to? 
Ansiver. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Do you know which way he went to market down that way? 

Answer. Down to Chester or York. 

Question. Down to market in South Carolina ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did he have to sell, sir ? 

Ansiver. Whisky. He is in the habit of stopping at my yard. 

Question. Did you have any conversation with these men after they came back? 

Answer. I don't know as I did, sir. 

Question. You know Mr. Hunt perfectly well ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you be mistaken in the man? This is the man here? [Pointing to 
Hunt.] 

Answer. Yes, sir, that is the man. 

Question. What is Mr. Hunt's general character? Is it good? 
Answer. I think it is. I never heard it disi^uted. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. How old are you, sir; what is your age? 
Anstver, Forty-three years old, I believe. 
Question. Where does Mr. Hunt live ? 

Anstver. He lives in Rutherford County ; ten or twelve miles from me. 
Question. You aro well acquainted with him ? 
Anstve)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say he is in the habit of stopping at your place when he passes down 
your way? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time in the evening did he get there ? 
Ansiver. It was late — getting evening, most dark when his wagon came. 
Question, You say you saw some men come there that night? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time do you think it was ? 

Answe7\ 1 can't tell. It might have been somewhere near midnight and it might 
have been about midnight. 

Question. You say that Hunt had liquor along? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How do you know ? . . 

Answer. That's what ho generally hauls. . 

Question. Is that the only reason you know of his having liquor that night ? 

Answer. I saw some that night. 

Question. Did you see any barrels ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir.- 

Question, And did yon fxct any liquor from him. 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, How long were those men there when they passed down the road ? 

Ansicer. Not long ; probably fifteen minutes. 

Qiiestion. Did they get any liquor ? 

Ansicer. I think so, sir. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Ansiver. 1 think so. 

Question. What did they say about Mr. Biggerstaff ? 

Ansicer. They asked me if a wagon had x>as8ed down. I told them yes; and then 
they asked me whose wagon it was — if it wasn't Biggerstati's — and I told them I 
didn't know. 

Question. Did they say anything about Biggerstaff being a witness ? 
Answer, No, sir ; not that I remember. 

Question, You say you were asleep and the noise waked you up; Was the door 
open ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I opened the door. 
Question, What was the first noise that waked you up ? 
Answer, Somebody hollered right at the gate. 
Question. What kind of a noise \vas it ? 

Answer, They just hollered, and my dogs commenced barking and making a noise, 
and they waked me, and I got up and went to the door. 
Question, How far was your door from Mr. Hunt's wagon ? 
Answer, Some twenty-five or thirty steps. 

Question, They were between you and the wagon when you got up. 
Answer. Some of them was. * 

Question, What time did they get their liquor from Mr. Hunt f 
Answer. They got it as they went down. 
Question, Before you got up or after ? 

Answer, Well, I don't know ; about the time I got up, I reckon. 
Question, Were they drinking at the time you got out. 

Answer, I heard some of theift say something about some liquor. I think some of 
them got some liquor. 

Question, When you got up they were engaged in conversation with Mr. Hunt ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And Mr. Hunt was telling them that they were taking too much liquor, and 
that they had better go home? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; with his head out of the wagon. 
Question, Was there any moon ? 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. Some of them were about the wagon and some about the gate, and some 
of them asked you whether that was BiggerstafPs wagon ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. At the time you got up to the door some of them were talking to 
Hunt? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And at that very same time a part of the same crowd were at your gate 
asking you whether that was not BiggerstafPs wagon ; you told them no ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How long did they stay there. I understand you to say that they didn't 
stay but a little bit. 
Answer, No, sir ; I don't think they did. 
Question, Do you belong to the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. No, sir. Well, that is, I never was sworn into it. I went to a meeting to 
be sworn in one night, but wasn't sworn in. 

Question, But did you ever do it since then ? Did you ever go with them any? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Why wasn't you sworn in? 

Answer, Well, it was dark about there, and they never saw me. 
Question, When was that ? 

Answer, It was, I reckon, in January or February, this year. 
Question, Did you see anybody ? 
Ansicei\ Yes, sir. 

Questiori, Had they a disguise on ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question, All of them ? 

Answer, Well, I don't know that they all did. Those that I saw did. 
Question. These men you saw that night had all disguises on, didn't they ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Questwn, What kiud of a. disguise ? 
A}mvci\ Well, different colors. 

Question. Did these men that came to your house call Mr. Iluut's name i 
Anaicor, I think some of them did after I told them it was Hunt's wago 
Questioiu What did they talk about? 
Ansivcr, I don^t know, sir. 

Question. Did they talk to you ahout BiggerstafTs wagon ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. They asked me if a dark wagon had passed there, and I told them 
yes. They asked mo whose Avagon it was ; J told them I didn't know, but Holland 
was driving it. 

Question. You didn't hear them mention Hunt's name at all. 
Anstcei: I don't think I did. 

Question. How about their going away ? Where was Hunt ? 

Answer. After they went on down Mr. Hunt was there, p.nd I went back into the 
house, and I heard a gun fired, and asked him which way it was, aud he said it was 
down the road. 

Question. How long was it before they came back ? 

Answer. I can't tell you that neither. 

Question. You didn't see. 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. How long was it after they passed that you heard a gun fired 1 
Answer. It may be a half an hour. 

Question. What time was it that you heard the gun fire? 
Ansicer. It was not so long after. 

Question. Have you any idea what timp of night it was ? 
Answer. I can't tell, foV I had been asleep. 
Question. Was there any moon then ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think not. 

Redirect : 

Question. You say that some of these men came up and asked you whoso wagon that 
was ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; and I told them it was Mr. Hunt's wagon. 

Question., Yon say that Mr. Hunt told them that they were indulging in too much 
liquor ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM TEEL. 

Question, You are indicted under this bill of indictment, are you not, about that raid 
on Biggerstafi^, at Grassy Branch, Cleveland County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State whether yon saw Hunt, and all about it. 

Ansicer. He was at Mr. Portenbnry's 

Question. How many of you were up to Portenbury's ? 
Answer. Eleven or twelve. 

Question When did you see Hunt and where did you see him ? 

Answer. We saw him in the wagon. Some of them called for a drink and some of 
them got some, and then we went down after Mr. Biggerstaff. 
Question. Did Hunt go with you? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was Hunt there at all ? 

Answer. No, sir; he wasn't there without he went after we came away. I saw him 
at Portenbury'a as we came back. 
Question. Where? 
Answci'. In his wagon. 
Question. Do you know Thomas Toms ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was he in your crowd that night ? 
Answer, No, sir ; he wasn't along. 
Question. Do you know how many were along? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You were in the crowd and Toms was not in the crowd that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 

Question. Where did you come from the night of the attack ? 

Ansicer. From Cherry Mountain. 

Question, When did you get notice to go on the raid ? 

Answer. About 10 o'clock that day, from John Wethrow and Aleck Mclntire. 
Question. What time did you start ? 
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Anstver, A little before dark. 
Question. Who were along ? 

Ansicer. There was me and Bill Mclntire, Aleck Melntire, Thomas Smart, Jason 

Wethrow, John Wethrow, Duck Bedford, Marcus Tucker 

Question, What is Bedford's given name ? 
Answer. Jonas Bedford. 
Question. Who else? 
Answer. Jeems Daves. 
Question. Any other ? 

Answer. 1 believe that was about the crowd. 

Question. Give another ; that's not all. 

Answer. McFarland. 

Question. What McFarland ? 

Answer. They called him Bunger McFarland. 

Question. Another one ? 

Answer. That's all I recollect of. 

Question. Can't you recollect another ? Try. 

Answer. That's all I recollect. 

Question. You started on the raid. Now how far did you have to ride to catch this 
man? 

Ansicer. Ten or twelve miles. 

Question. What time did you get to Portenbury's ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir, what time it was. 
Question. Was there any moon that night ? 
Answer. Not as I recollect of. 
Question. Starlight night ? 
Ansivtr. No, sir. 
Question. Cloudy? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it was very dark. 

Question. Did you hav^ any liquor before you started ? 

A7mver. Some of them fetched a bottle-full ; that was the crowd that was drunk 
when they met us. 

Question. Who do you mean to say ? 

Ansicer. Well, me and Bill Mclntire went to what they call the " Johnson Place," 
and the rest came there. 

Question. You and Bill Mclntire went over there, and the rest met you, and they 
had what they wanted before they got there ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir ; some of them had been drinking pretty tolerable smart. 

Question. Some of them had been drinking. Did they bring any wMtb them ? 

A7i8wer. Yes, sir ; they brought a bottle. 

Question. Did you take any ? 

Answer. I drank a dram or two. Then some of them said we had enough, and threw 
the bottle away. 

Question. Was Mr. Hunt .wake when you got to Portenbury's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ask him for liquor ? 
Answei'. No, sir ; I did not. 
Question. Did any of them ? 

Ansicer. I didn't hear any of them. They might have asked him. 

Question. Did he come out or lay in his wagon ? 

Answer. He laid thar in his wagon. 

Question. Did you have any talk with Portenbury ? 

An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. Did they have any talk with Mr. Portenbury ? 

Answer. Some of them did. 

Question. Did they have on aiiy disguise ? 

Answer. Some of them did and some didn't. 

Question. Was there any talk between you and Mr. Hunt about Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you tell them you Avere a Ku-Klux ? 
Answefi'. No, sir. 

Question. Dicl you mention any names ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you mention what your business was ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you leave Mr. Hunt there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did he go with you ? 
An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. How long did you stop there ? 
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An8xcci\ Not long ; about ten minutes. 

Question, When you carae back, did you knock Mr. Hunt up and get some more 
spirits ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; there was some four or five of us went on up on the hill and waited 
for the crowd. 

Questidn, How long were you at Biggerstaff's wagon ? 

Ansiver, Well, we never staid there very long. 

Question. Who do you mean by " we 

Answer, Mo, Bill Mclntire, and James Wethrow. 

Question, He was along ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you three didn^t stay very long ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. , 
Question, Did they hang old man Biggerstaff and kick ^ho rest of them about while 
you were there ? 

Answer, Not while I was there. It was about half an hour before I came back. 
Question. How far was it from Biggerstalf *s wagon to Hunt's wagon ? 
Answer, Something over half a mile. 
Question. When did you join the Invisible Empire? 

Anstver. I joined somewhere about last Christmas or New Year's, a year ago. 
Question. Whereabouts were you when you joined ? 
Ansicer. At Amos Owens's kiln. 
Question, Who initiated you ? 
Answer. Andy Friday. 

Question. Who were present when you were initiated ? 
Answet\ Bill Mclntire, Amos Owens, and Adolphus Depriest. 
Question. Do you know whether Mr. Hunt belongs to it ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he don't. 

Question. Do you know, sir, whether Mr. Toms belongs to it ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; he don't. 1 would know. « 

Question, If Toms or Hunt belonged to it, you say you would have heard of it? 
Ansivc)', I would know, sir. 

Question, I understand you to say that there was some conversation going on in the 
wagon that you didn't hear ? 
Answer, No, sir; I didn't "hear it.* 

Question, I understand you to say you didn't say anything about Mr. Biggerstaff ? 
Ansioei: No, sir ; I didn't. If anybody else said anything, I don't know. 
Question. Di'd you live in that house where the Biggerstaffs were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you wait for this crowd to come back ? 
Answe?'. On top of the hill. 

Question, W^hich side of Hunt's wagon was it ? . 
Answer, Toward home. 

Question, On the east side, where Biggerstaff 's was ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF BUNGER MAOFAELAND. 

Question. Were you on the raid the night that old Mr. Biggerstaff was taken out of 
the wagon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Will you be good enough to state whether Mr. Biggerstaff had his wife 
there with him ? 
Answer, No, sir. . - 

Question, Did you see Mr. James Hunt ? 
Answer, I saw him there as I went on. 
Question. Where did you see him ? 
Answer, He was at Mr. Portenbury's. 

Question, Under what circumstances and where did you see him? Tell the jury all 
about it. 

Answer, We stopped at Portenbury's, and he was camped there in his wagon. 
Question. What time did you get to Portenbury's ; in the night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you start from? 
Answer. From Jonas Bedford's. 

Question, How far was this from the place where you found old man Biggerstaff? 
Answer. Some eight or nine miles, I reckon. 
Question. What time did you start ? 
An8we)\ Just after dusk. 

Question. It was some time in the night, then, that you got to Portenbury's? 
30 NO 
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Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you find any v/agon there ? 
Answe}'. We found Mr. Hunt's wagon there. 
Question. Do you know him ? 
Anstvei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 
Ansicer. A few minutes. 
Question. Did Hunt go off with yon or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you leave him ? 

Anstver, In his wagon. ^ , 

Question. Are you satisfied that it was him ? 

AnsiVGj'. Yes, sir ; I have no doubt about it, 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. Down to BiggerstaflPs wagon. 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. About an hour. 

Question. What did you do there ? 

Answer. We took Mr. Biggerstaff out of his wagon, and went into the room and took 
Mr. Holland out of the house and struck him with a gun, and some of them took Mr. 
Biggerstaff out a piece. 

Question. Who did you go back with ? 

Answer. Jonas Bedford. 

Question. Did you all go together ? 

Answer. We all went together till we got to Lattimer's ; there I and another sepa- 
rated from the rest. 

Question, Was Mr. Hunt there at that time ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I knew everybody that was in the crowd, and I know Mr. Hunt 
warn't there at no time. 

Question. Did you knock anybody down when the attack was made on the old man? 

Answer. I didn't ; but I see Mr. Holland get struck over the head wdth a gun and 
knocked down. 

Question. Did all in the crowd leave there together, or did some stay and the rest 
go? 

Answer. We didn't leave anybody there except the old man and Mrs. Biggerstaff, 
and them as was with them. 

By Mr. Phillips : 

Question. Well, now, you say you knew everybody that was there ; wasn't Hunt 
there ; do you mean to tell the' court and the jury that Hunt wasn't there? 

Anstver. Mr. Hunt didn't go with us. He was in his wagon when we came back. 

By the defense : 
Qnesiion, Did you stop at Portenbury^s when you came back ? 

Answer, We stopped at Hunt's wagon. We • all stopped to take a dram, and the 
chief said we had enough and we had better stop. 

Question, Who was the chief ? . . - 

Answer, John Wethrow. 

Question. Did Hunt say anything ? 

Ansiver. Hunt said the jug w^as in the wagon. 

Question. Have you any doubt that it was Hunt in the wagon ? 

Answ€i\ None whatever. 

Question. Do you know Toms ? 

Ansivei'. No, sir ; I don't know him. 

Question. Was there any man there that night of that name ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; there was no such man onto that raid. 
Question. Did you know the men that did go into that raid ? 

Answer. I knew some of those that was into it that night, and Jonas Bedford told 
me the names of the rest the next day. 
Question. You didn't know Mr. Toms ? 
Ansxoar. No, sir. v 

Question. He* was not one of these that you say was there that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. Who else were there with you that night ? ' 
Answer. John Wethrow and Jason Wethrow and Jimmie Gaddis and myself, Tom 
Stuart, and Jonas Bedford. 

Question. Where were you when they started on the raid? 
Answer', We started from Bedford's. 
Question. Are you married ? 
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Anmver. No, sir. 

Question. Do you live with your father ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Jlo v^ came you to start from Bedford's f 

Anstcer. I was not living with my father then ; I was working for Bedford. 
Question. When did you start into that organization ? 
Answer. Well, I was initiated that night. 
Question. How many were sworn in that night ? 
Ansicer. None but myself. 

Question. How many were present when you were sworn in ? 

Answer. Jonas Bedford, James Wethrow, and Thomas Stuart were standing off some 
five or six steps. 

Question. What oath did you take ? 

Ansiver. I don't recollect now. ^ 

Question. You passed Hunt at Portenhury's ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And left him there f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much liquor had yon drank that night ? 

Answer. I hadn't drank very much tiJl,I came to his wagon ; I drank a little at his 
wagon. 

Question, How much ? 

Answer. Not much. 

Question. Not more than a quart ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. How much t 

Answer, A dram or two. 

Question, Tbeu you did not take as much as a quart ? 
Answer. It takes a right smart to make me a dram. 
Question. Do you think you drank a tumblerful each time? 
Answe7\ I dou't think t did. 

Question. Were you not pretty tight when you were sworn in ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you drink after that ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many times did you drink after that ? 
Ansiver. Only once. 

Question. When you got down to Mr. Hunt's you drank again f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many times did you drink at Hunt's wagon ? 
Answer. I drank two drams. 
jQuention. Did he see you. 
Answer, I don't know whether he did or not. 
Question. You had no talk with Hunt ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I did. 
Question. What did you talk about ? 

Answer, We asked him whether there was a wagon went down the road. 
Question, Did you mention Biggerstaff's name ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. We asked him if any wagon went down. He said if there was ho 
didn't know it. We told him that Mr. Biggerstaff's wagon had went down. He said 
it might have went down the road, but he didn't notice it. 

Question. Did you tell him what you were going to do with Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Nothing was said of Biggerstaff, then, except that it was Biggerataff's 
wagon that passed ? 
Aimcer. No, sir. 

Question. How long were you down at Biggerstaff's ? 

Answer. About an hour. Hunt asked who was at the head of us, and we told him 
Wethrow. Then he told Wethrow he had better take us home — take us aU back ; we 
were all drunk and drinking too much, he said. 

Question. He did? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time of the night was that ? 

Answer. I don't know what time it was. Wo left Bedford's a little after dark, and it 
was dark when we got there. - 
Question. Did you know Mr. Hunt before ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you recognize him that night, and how ? , 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; I knew him by his peculiar voice.. 
Question, What kind of a voice has he got ? 
Ansiver. He has a coarse voice. 
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TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM MACINTIRE. 

Question. Where did you see Hunt that night ? 

Ansxcer, I saw him at Portenhury's. We went up there, and wc hollered and went 
up around his wagon. Wo first went to Portenbury's gate and hollered, and some went 
to the wagon. Some of them si^oke to Hunt — I think Wethrow spoke — and called ou 
Hunt for a drink, and he got up and got his jug out. We didn't stay but a few min- 
utes, when Wethrow gave orders to march on. I was standing opposite Porten- 
bury's store. They came on. Wethrow gave orders for the whole crowd to keep on, 
and we went on to where Biggerstaff's wagon was. Some of them went up to the 
wagon, and the pistols went off. Then I left. 

Question. After that yon left ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; myself and several others left. We turned, and we still kept ahead 
until we got to Hunt's wagon again. We stopped there and called to him. 
Question. How often did you have to call him,? 

Answer. Some of them called him a time or two, then they went up on the top of the 
hill and staid thar until the crowd came on. 
Question. How long was. that ? 
Answer. About half an hour, I think. 
Question. Did you hear all that was said at Hunt's wagon? 
Answer. I don't think I did ; I could not say. 
Question. Was anything said there about Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. Not thafi heard. 
Question. Was Biggerstaff down at Hunt's ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Was Tom Toms in the crowd at that time ? 
Armver. No, sir. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. How many were there that night ? • ^ 

Answer. I think there was twelve. 
Question, Did you know all of theiaa ? 

Answer. I suppose I can give the names of them. There was John Wethrow, Jason 
Wethrow, James Sweazy, Jeems Gaddis, Martin Gaddis, Aleck Mclntire, and Jim 
Daves, and Duck Bedford. 

Question. That all ? 

Answer. All that I recollect of. 

Question. That's only eight ; you say there was twelve there ? « 
Answer. Well, sir, there was Mr. McFarland. 

Question. That's nine ; go ou ; give the names of the balance of them. 
Answer. William Teel. 

Question. 1 ask you if there were not some others there that you were not acquainted 
with? 

-4nswer. I don't think there was. 

Question. How long did you stay there after you got there ? / 

Answe)'. Didn't stay many minutes. 

Question. Had they taken him out before you left ? 

Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. Who else left with you ? 

Answer. William Teel and James Sweazy. 

Question. Where did you go to ? 

Answer. We went up the road toward Portenbury's. 

Question. What place was it you stopped and waited and the rest joined you f 
Answer. What they call the " Johnson place.'' 
Question. How far was that beyoiSd Portenbnry's ? 

Answev. It was on the other side of Portenbnry's where we was. It is west from 
here. We didn't pass Portenbnry's as we went back. 
Question. The crowd all got to you as you went on back ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you go to before they joined you ? 
Answer. At the cross-roads, right above Portenbnry's. 
Question. How far ? 
Answer. About a half a mile. 

Question. Didn't you all leave Biggerstaff's wagon ? 
Answe)'. No, sir. 

Question. How long did you have to wait up there before the balance of the crowd 
joined you going home ? 
Answer, It was not long. 
Question. How long ? 
Answer, Half an hour, I suppose. 
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Question. You went by there going toward home up to Johnson's cross-roads ? 
Aimcer. We didn't go to Johnson's place goiug up. 
Question. You don't know who was there after you left there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I don't. 

Question. And, after passing Hunt's wagon, you don't know anything ahont whether 
3 went down there or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did Hunt go down there after you passeid ? 
Ansicer. He would not have had time before the other crowd came up. 

The district attorney here consented, as to these two parties, (James Hunt and 



I 

Question. Where was Hunt when you got there ? 
Answer. In the wagon. 
Question. How did you know ? 

Answer, I heard him in the wagon. ^ 

Question. Did you see Hunt there that night ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I saw him. 

Question. When did you see him ? 

Answer. As I came hack. 

Questio'n. What tirae of night was this ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. ' 

Question. What time to the best of your knowledge ? 

Answer. It was not far from midnight. 

Question. W^as the moon up ? 

Answer. 1 don't knowj sir. « 
Question. You went by there going toward home up to Johnson's cross-roa( 
Answer. W^e didn't go to Johnson's place going up. 
Question. You don't know who was there after you left there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I don't. 

Question. And, after passing Hunt's wagon, you don't know anything ahon 
he went down there or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did Hunt go down there after you passeid ? 
Ansicer. He would not have had time before the other crowd came up. 

The district attorney here consented, as to these two parties, (James j 
Thomas Toms,) to enter a verdict of ^*Not guilty." 



THE HOME, OR FIRST BIGGERSTAFF, RAID. 

For conspiracy under the act of Congress of April 20, 1871, 

The United States 
vs. 

1. Amos Owens Guilty. 

2. Jason Wethrow Guilty. 

3. Adolphus Depriest v Guilty. 

4. John Calton Not guilty. 

5. Joseph Depriest Not guilty. 

6. Benjamin Fortune Guilty. 

7. Hall Martin Nol. pros. 

8. Joseph Fortune Nol. pros. 

9. Thomas Toms Nol. pros. 

10. Daniel Gould Nol. pros. 

11. Amos Harrill > Nol. pros. 

12. Perry Humphry Nol. i)ros. 

13. Samuel Biggerstaff Guilty. 

14. Beujamin Gould Not guilty. 

15. J oseph Wilson Not guilty. 

16. Alfred Early Not guilty. 

17. Lloyd Early , Guilty. 

18. James McDaniel Not guilty, 

19. Joseph McDaniel Not guilty, 

20. Achillies Durham ....Not guilty. 

21. James Sweazey Guilty. 

22. William Depriest - Guilty. 

23. Taylor Carson Guilty. 

24. Olin Carson Guilty. 

25. Thomas Fortune Guilty. 

26. Leander Toms : .' Guilty. 

27. Daniel Fortune Guilty. 

28. Alfred Biggerstaff Guilty. 

29. Barton Biggerstaff , Guilty. 

30. Lawson Teel Guilty. 

Nol. pros, as to 6 J not guilty, 8 ; guilty, 16 — 30. 

This was the fii'st raid on Mr. Aaron V. Biggerstaff, at his house, known as the 
'•home raid." 
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The second raid on ^Mr. Biggerstaff was made vrhilst oii his way to testify before 
United States Commissioner Shaffer, in relation to the before-mentioned raid, and was 
made for the purpose of deterring hira from so doing, and known as tho ^' Grassy Branch 
raid.'^ 

TESTIMONY OF MARY ANNE NORVILL. 

By Mr» Phillips, for United States : 
Question. Where do you live, madam ? 

Answer. I live with Aaron V. Biggerstaff, in Rutjierford County. 
Question. Where is your husband? 
Answer. He was killed in the war. 
Question. Are you a widow ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you marry again ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Who was your first husband ? 

Answer. Mr. Nor v ill. 

Question. What is your name now ? 

Ansiver. Mrs. Ramsey. ' 

Question. Will you tell the jury there what you know about any persons coming to 
your father's house some time last spring, or whenever it was ? 

Ansiver. It was on the 8th of April, near midnight. 

Question. Just go on and state to the jury what you know about it. 

Ansiver. They came there, and I was sitting up by the fire when I heard them com- 
ing. I got up and started up-stairs. Before I could get up-stairs they bursted the 
door open. They rushed in and took my father out of bed, and some of them followed 
me up-stairs. I rushed up-stairs and I picked up my little daughter and crossed the 
room with hep in my arms. Sbe said that I put her under the bed, but I don't know 
where I put her. All that time they were up-stairs with their light, and they ran to 
my eldest sister and asked her if she was a witness in the McGaha raid, and she said 
she was not ; and they asked her then if I was the one and she told them I was. Then 
Amos Owens said to me, '^Are you the one that was up to court two weeks before 
this ?" and I told him I was, and he struck me with his fist right there [under the eye] 
and then he pitched me over tho banister, down-stairs. Then Ben Gould caught me 
by the hands and taken me into the big road. There they asked me if I was the wit- 
ness that had been swearing agin them, and would ever swear agin them again. I ' 
told them I was, but I would not if they wouldn't kill me. Some of the crowd said 
my proportion was twenty licks, but I don't remember how many they gave me. I 
remember the first lick and last lick that was given me. Then Ben Gould carried me 
back into the house and iny little daughter eame running down-stairs, and this Alfred 
Biggerstaff stepped out into the floor and said when she opened the stair door he would 
shoot her dead. I told him not to kill her or no little child as innocent as she was, or 
words to that amount. They kept cursing and swearing around maybe three-quar- 
ters of an hour, but they didn't abuse me any more. Ben Gould held me all the time, 
and Scott Toms and Olin Carson said I was a witness against them at Rutherford 
court, and I was the only witness that had ever been in. They said if I didn't prom- 
ise, they would kill me. I told them I would not ax)pear agin them any more. 

Question. What did they do to you ? 

Answer. They struck me and lashed me. John Wethrow was one of the men that 
came up and struck me two or three licks ; Jason Wethrow was another ; D. B. For- 
tune and Joseph Fortune were all that struck me. 

Queation. Did you know these persons ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; as well as I know my father. 

Question. How did you know them ? 

Ansiver. I kijew their voice and I knew their eyes and their features, for I had been 
with them all my life and I knew them well. 

Question. How far did Ben Fortune live from you— Amos Owens— Scott Toms? 
Answer. About two miles. 

By Defense : 
Question. Who else ? 

Answer, i don't know Scott Toms ; he lives about three miles, it is said. 

By the United States : 
Question. How many were there, now, do you suppose ? 
Anmer. I can't tell. Some says one thing and some says another. 
Question. What did you think ? 
Answo'. It must have been a hundred. 
Question. Did they have on disguises f 
Ansiver. Some did and some didn't. 
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Question, How about Mr. Owens ? Did he have on a disguise ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir ; hut I knew him by his eyes and by his voice. He was the first 
person that struek me and the last person that struck me. 
Question, How many licks did they give you ? 
Ansii'cr, I don't know how many I ^ot. 
Question. What did they whip yon with ? 
Answer, Some with pistols and some with hickories. 
Qncsiion, Did they whip you in the house ? 

Answer, They never struck me in the house ; that is, Amos Owens was the only one 
that struck me in the house. 

Question, How long were they there? 

Answer, Well, it must have been from an hour to an hour and a half. It seemed 
like a long time. 
Question. Did you hear them call your father anything? 
Answer, Yes, sir j I did. 
Question. Where was your father ? 

Anstcer, He was lying in the bed when they came there. 
Question. What did they say about your father ? 

Aiiswer. They said they would kill him if he didn't promise to vote the conservative 
ticket. 

Question. When was that said ? — 

Answer. It was said after they had been there very nearly an hour. It was said the 
second time they brought him into the house, and I was begging them not to kill him. 

Question. When they first came there, what did they say about your father ? 

Ansicei'. They said they had got the old radical now and would kill him — they would 
use him as they pleased. 

Question. Well, was your father a radical ? 

Ansxmr, Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do to him first ? 

Answer. Well, sir, they taken him out into the lane, and when I got there they had 
him in the road, and were beating him with guns and pistols, lashes, and all sorts of 
things that they could pick up. 

Question, How long were you out there ? 

Answer, Well, it didn't appear to be lon^; it didn't seem to me to be more than a 
minute ; it might have been longer. 
Qnestion, What did you see there ? 

Ansiver, That \vas all I seed them do. They put a bottle of turpentine on his head 
and bursted it ; and they told me that if I didn't go into the housethey would kill me, 
so Ben Gould taken me in. 

Question, What then ? 

Answer, Then they brought my father into the house, and they nad him down about 
half straight, pulling him along by the hair and shoulders, beating him with sticks 
and guns. One man had a stick, and one man had a hoop oft' a barrel, and the rest 
were beating him with guns ahd pistols, over the back and legs, just wherever they 
could strike him. Then they laid him on Ihe bed on his back, and then they beat him 
in his breast while he was there with their guns and pistols, and they were jobbing 
him with the butt-end of their guns and pistols. I thought he was dead, and I asked 
Ben Gould to let me go and put a pillow under his head, and they said if I moved they 
would shoot my heart out of me. Thej^ took him out into the roa!d then, and Adolphus 
Depriest carried a chair out and laid it down cross- wise, and laid my father across it. 
I started to the door, and they said if I came to the door they would kill me ; they said 
they would kill me if I went another step toward the door. After they fetched him 
back into the house the second time, Amos Owens said ho could bear more, and said. 

Let's gash him." He had a knife about seven inches long, and some man, the cap- 
tain it was said, or the chief— I don't know who it was— said he had a plenty, and they 
came and drank water and went off. This chief was dressed in a white pair of pants, 
with a red shirt on with two crosses before and one behind, and he had a white cloth 
over his face, bound around the eyes with red, and he had on his head a big horn, about 
three feet high ; it nearly touched thfe top of the loft. But I tell you it was the scariest 
sight, though he didn't look as scary as them that had four horns on. 

Question, When you got out into the lane was your father standing up f 

Answer, No, sir, they had him down, abeating of him, and they raised him to his 
feet, and laid that bottle of turpentine oi*his head. Amos Owens and William Depriest # 
and Randolph Depriest had a bottle of turpentine on his head, and some powder, or 
something else, and they put fire to it, and bursted it on his heLd. 

Question, Did they pour it out ? 

Answer, No, sir, they didn't pour it out ; they laid the bottle on top of his . head. 

Question. How far from the house was that ? 

Answer, It was in the big road. 

Question, They carried him out of the gate ? 
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Ari-nv€i\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is your house from the big road ? 

An&wer, Farther than from here to the door, [ab6ut thirty feet ;] and they knocked 
my father down, and was heating him. Then they held him np, and laid that turpen- 
tine on his head. 

Question. What then did they do ? 

Answer. They took him in the house. They were dragging him in the house by the 
arms—John Calton, Randolph Depriest, and William Depriest, and a number of others 
that I didn't know. Them I knew; all the rest were strange men, that I never saw 
before. 

Question^ Were any of these persons whose names you have mentioned in disguise I 

Answer. Some of them were. 

Question. Which of them had no disguise on? 

Answer. Samuel Biggerstaff had no disguise on excej>t a rag tied over his face. 
Question. What kind of disguise did theyhave on ? 
Answer. 1 can't tell you. Some with horns and some with gowns on. 
Question. Did they have gowns and horns, too. 

An8ivei\ Yes, sir ; and some of them had their coats turned wrong-side out, and some 
just had a white piece of cloth over their faces. 
Question. What did Amos Owens have on ? 
Answer. Horns and a red gown. 

Question. Did you call any of their names while you were there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did they say anything to you about knowing them ? 

Answer. Yes, Randolph Depriest asked us if we knew any of them, and they said if 
we did they would kill us there. 

Question. Where is Randolph Depriest ? 

Ansioer. I don't know, sir. He has gone away since then. 

Question. Where did he live ? 

Answer. About a mile and a half from our house. 

Question. A married man ? / 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Left his family ? 

Answer-. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after that ? 

Answer, He, was gone the next day. , 
Question. Do you know whether he has been home since then ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I never have heard. 
Question. Do you know James Sweazey ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Jase Wethrow, he was there f 

Answei'. Yes, sir. He said because I had been a witness agin them in the McGaha 
raid. 

Question. What was the McGnha raid for ? 

Ansicer. They went there to Ku-Klux him, and he killed Depriest for it. 
^tte^h'on. How long ago was that? 
AnswGi\ It was something over a year ago ? 
Question. You think it was in February, 1870 ? 

Ansicci'. Yes, sir; I think it was in February, before a raid was made at our house. 
Question. That matter was investigated in court, was it not, and you were a witness? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long before had it been tried in court ? 

Answer. It has never been decided yet. They came to our house and said we had 
McGaha concealed there, but we never had. They came in and searched the house, 
but he was not there. They tore up the bed and burst up the floor, and the grand jury 
indicted them for it. 

Question. Who were you a witness against ? 

Answer. Amos Owens and Aleck Mclntire. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Doc. Fortune, Adolphus Depriest, Scott Toms, or Leander Toms. That is the 
same man. He is called Scott and Leander. 
Question. Who else ? 
% Answer. And Olin Carsoi^. . ♦ 

Question. Auyho.dy else ^ 
Answer. I don't recollect. 

Question. You were a witness against them about tearing np the floor and so on? 
Answer. Yes, sir. . 
Question. They said they whipped you on acccont of that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Well, you say they attacked your fatlier on account of his being a radical, ^ 
a damned old radical ? 
Anstcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. They took him out and when you got out into the big road they were 
beating your father and he was down ? 
Aimvcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did he have on ? ' . 

Anstvei\ Nothing but his shirt. 

Question. Presently they took him up and put this bottle on his head and burst it 1 
Answei: Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do then? 

Ansicei'. They took liim in the house and beat him in there, I don't know how long. 
These men was all around him, and they whipped him till they got satisfied, and then 
they asked us if we knew any of them. We said, no. They brought him in a second 
time, and then he was laid on a chair. Then they beat him out in the road and 
brought him in again. Some man said — I don't know who he was — He has got enough." 
That was the second time they brought him in. Who their chief or captain was I don't 
know. 

Question, Where did this John Calton live ? 
Ansiver* About four or five miles from our house. 
Question. What kind of a looking man is he? 

Answei'. He is a tolerably large, dark-skinned, black-eyed looking man. 
Question. William Depriest, was he there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What kindiof a looking man is he? 
Answer. He has a very heavy gray beard and blue eyes. 
Question. Joseph Depriest and Adolphus Depriest ? 
Answer. They are very young-looking men. 

Question, Taylor Carson ? . 

Answer. He is a young man. 

Question. How did you know him ^ . 

Answer. I knew him by his voice and knew his eyes. 

Question. What kind of a disguise diji he have on ? 

Answer. I don't think he had any on at all, bnt his coat turned wrong side outward 
and a handkerchief over his face. Olin Carson said he was Decatur Depriest, and I 
said, ghosts never come back again. 

Question. Ben Fortune? 

Answer. He had a handkerchief over his face. 

Question. Tom Fortune ? • 
Ansicei\ I don't know him. 
Question. Joe Fortune ? 

Answer, He had a handkerchief over his face. 
Question, Leander Toms ? 

^wsM^er, He had just a handkerchief over his face. • " 

Question, He lives in your neighborhood there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about three miles from our house. 

Question, Daniel Fortune ? 

Answer, I don't know him. 

Question, Amos Harrill ? 

Ansicer, I took it to be him. He was in the lane and never came in the house. He 
was not disguised at all. I was as positive of him as them that were in the house. I 
believe it was him. . 

Question, Samuel Biggerstaff, was he there ? 

Answei', Yes, sir. 

Question, Is he auy kin to you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is said to be my father's half brother. 

Question, Was he there ? - ^ • 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, What disguise did he have on ? • " 

Answer, He had nothing on at all but his coat turned wrong side outward, and a 
handkerchief over his face. 

Question, Was there any ill-will between Samuel Biggerstaff and your father ? 

Answei'. They never did agree in their lives. Samuel didn't agree with any of his 
brothers. He lived about two miles from us. 

Question. Alfred Biggerstaff, was he there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; my little daughter came running down to me after they had brought 
me in the house. He opened the door and said if she came out he would kill her. He 
had his wife's old dress on ; a dress that I have seen many a time. I told him he had 
better not kill that child ; he had better kill me. 

Question* How near to you does he live f 
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Answer. About the same distance ; about two miles— on his father's land. 
Question. Barton Biggerstaff? 

Answer. He was in the house disguised only with a necklace and cravat. 

Qmstion. What was it made of? 

Answer. Made with wool with horns. 

Question. Where was that tied ? 

Ansicer. Just around the back part of his head. 

Question. How wide? 

Answer. It was wide enough to come down to his throat. They called them a cravat. 

Question. He had a cravat tied around his face and the back of head. 

Answer. Yes, sir. That came off.- The Early boys tied nothing over their face. 
Their coats were only turned wrong side outward. Tf they had anything over their 
faces I didn't see it at all. 

Question. Ben Gould, did you see him? 

Anstver, Yes, sir ; he was there. He was the one that took hold of me first. 
Question. What kind of disguise did Ben Gould have ? 
Answer. He had on a red gown and white cap with red horns. 

Question. How did you know him ? ' 

Ansiver, I knew him by his voice and eyes, and he went into the house and talked. 

Question. Joseph Wilson ? 

Answer, He was not disguised at all. 

Question. Do you know him very well ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do. I saw him two or three times. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Answci'. He lives somewhere in Cleveland. 

Question. In Cleveland County ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you had seen him several times, two or three times before that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw him at Salem Sharpe's. He passed our house that evening. 
• X^uestion. Alfred Early? 

Answer. Was not disguised at all, or his brother Lloyd. 

.Question. How far do they live? 

Answer. About a mile and a half or two miles^ 

Question. Are they married ? 

Answei\ One of them is. 

Question. What did they d6 ? 

Answer-. I don't know, sir. They had the hickories in their hands. 

Question. James McDaniel ? 

Answer. He was in the house. 

Question. How far does he live from you ? 

Answer. Some six or seven miles, I expect. 

Question. Do you know him ? 

An8wei\ I have known him all my life. 

Question. What aged man is he? > 
Ansim\ Thirty-five or forty years of age. 
Question. Joe McDaniel? 

Answer. I don^t know him. I saw him there that night but he didn't come in the 
house. 

Question. Achilles Durham? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Lats^son Teel ? 
Answer. I don't know him. 

Cross-examined for defendants by Judge Fowxe : 
Question. Your name is Mary Anne Ramsey ? 
Answer. I go by the name of Norvill. 
Question. Why do you go by the name of Norvill, then ? 
Ansicer. I go in my first husband's name. 

Question. And you are still called by his name, although you are married a second 
time? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When were you married a second time ? 
Ansicer. Married a j^ear ago. 
Question. Married in 1870— -this being 1871. 
Answer. I reckon I was, sir. 

Question. You were married, then, at the time this raid took place ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You were married at that time to Mr. Ramsey ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was your husband with you at the time of .this raid ? 
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Amxver. We was not married at that time. 

Question. You are pretty well satisfied you were not married at that time I I am 
speaking about this last raid, the 8th of April, 1871. 
Ansicer, 'No, sh\ I haven't seen him since last July. 
Question. Do you mean July, 1871 ? 
Answer. July one year ago. 

Question. The July previous to this raid. You had not seen your husband since then ? 
Your husband was not present at the time ? 
Ansii-er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you always lived with your father? 

Answa\ Part of the time, and sometimes at my father-in-law's. 

Question. Mr. Ramsey ? 

Ansii'^'. No, sir ; NorvilL He has been there since the third week of April. 
Question. At the time of this whipping, then, you say you lived at your father's 
house? 
Atisiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time of night did it occur ? ^ 

Answer. Near midnight. 

Question. Down stairs sitting by the fire ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Large fire ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; not a very large fire ; a good light. 
Question, Any other member of the family away at the time ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. My mother was in the room with me. My father was up stairs. 
No person else was in the house except my older sister. When they came they started 
mo up stairs. They followed mo up there and brought me down stairs. 

Question. Did they touch your sister? 

Answer. No, sir. They asked her if she was a witness and she said not. 
Question. Were they up stairs ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was it ran to your sister? 
Answer. Amos Owens. 
Question. You know that ? ^ 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, How long have you known Amos Owens? 
Ansiver. I have known him this last thirteen years. 

■ Question. How far does he live from you ? 
Answei\ About two miles. 

Question. Where did your sister live ? 

Ansivei\ She lives there with my father ; always lived there. 

Qucf^tion. How long has Amos Owens lived withiu two miles of your father? 

Answer. Thirteen years. 

■ Question, How many times do you think you have ever seen Amos Owens? 
Answer, I can't tell you how often. Every week or two I have seen him passing 

there. 

Question, How many times do you suppose your sister ever saw him ? 
Answer, As often as I have, and maybe oftener. 
Question, Mr. Owens was, then, well acquainted with you ? 
A7mvcr, Yes, sir ; he was. 

Question, Yon say you were a witness in the McGaha raid. What time was it? 
Answer. Just two weeks before the raid was made ; some time in February or March. 
It was in March that I was a witness. 

Question. Was Amos Owens present when this testimony was taken? 
Answert He was there at the court-house at Ruth^rfordton. 
Question. Before what judge? 
Ansiver. I was just summoned as a witness there. 

Question, You were examined in March, 1871, at the court-house in Rutherford, as a 
witness in the McGaha raid ? 

Answer. It was indicted in 1871 and I was summoned to go there as a witness. 

Question, You were examined in March at Rutherford — March of this year — in that 
case ? I am speaking about the time you were examined. 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I just went before the grand jury. It has never been decided. 

Question. Was your sister there ? 

Anstvcr. No, sir ; she was not a witness at all. 

Question, Amos Owens was there ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. ^Did you see him there ? 
Answo\ Yes, 1 did. 
Question, Did you see him ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; he was as close to me as this gentleman here, [about three feet.] I 
saw him there at court for three days. 

Question. This man that had known yon for thirteen years, that saw you there, come 
up and asked your sister if she was the one ? 

Ansiver. He never touched my sister.' 

Qmstion. What kind of a disguise did he have on ? 

Ansiver. He had on a red gown — long gown or short one, I never noticed ; he had it 
on over his outside clothes. 

Question. Did Amos Owens have any weapons in his hand at all ? 

Amtvor. He had a gun. 

Question. What kind? 

Answer. One of these large guns. 

Question. Was it a musket ? 

Answer. It looked like one of those kind of guns. 

Question. Did he keep it in his hand the whole time he was there ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he have any other weapon besides the gun ? 
Ansiver. I didn't see anything at all but his gun. 
Question, You are satisfied of that ? 
Ansive^'. If he had any other weapon I don't recollect. 
Question. Did he have a hatchet ? ' 
Ansiver. No, sir. 
' Question. Did he have a dirk? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I had forgot that. 

Question. You say, then, now, he did have another weapon besides that gun ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he had a dirk. It was a knife. 

Question. That was Amos Owens ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I know it was Owens. 

Question, Did you see Ben Gould there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw him there. 

Question, How long did you say you had known Ben Gould ? 
Answer, I have known him all my life. 

Question, How long had it been previous to that occasion since you had seen Ben 
Gould? 

Answer. Not for two months. He passed our house and stopped at the gate, but 
didn^t come in. 

Question. Abou+, two months. Where was it you first saw Ben Gould that night ? 
Answer, Up-stairs. 

Question. Did he make any assault upon you ? 
Ansiver. None at all. He only held my hands. 
Question. Who carried you down-stairs ? 
Answei\ No person. 

Question. How was Ben Gould dressed that night f ' 

Answer, He had on a red gown and a cap on with horns. 

Question, What did you recognize him by ? 

Ansiver, By his voice and by his eyesi 

Question, Did he have anything on over his face ? 

Answer. He had a .cloth down over his face, and one part of it was torn down. I 
staid with him all the time. 

Question, Was the mask torn down ? How far ? 

Answer. About half way down. 

Question. How long have you known him ? 

Answer. Ever since I can recollect. , 

Question. You didn't see him for two months before that night ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Was he implicated in the McGaha raid ? 
Answer, Not that I know of. 
Question. You were not a witness against him ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. \, 
Question. Was he the only man that went np-^tairs ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; Amos Owens. Randolph Depriest, and Bill Depriest went up stairs. 

Question. Where they all in the room up-stairs at the same time? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; all at the same time. 

Question. Did Bill Depriest speak to you up there ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question, Well, how did you recognize him? 
Ansiver. I knew his eyes and his voice and his beard. 
Question. How was he dressed ? 

Ansiver, He had a handkerchief over his face, I think, sir. 
Question, Any other disguised ? 
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Anstcei', I tell you I saw so many there I didn't notice all their faces nor their eyes. 
I thought they was going to kill father. I noticed some of their faces but not their 
appearance. I didn't notice their person as much as their eyes. But their voices and 
eyes I did. 

Quesiion. How large a room was that ? 

Ansiver. Just a common house, with just one room up-stairs. 
Quesiion, What did Amos Owens have in his hand when he went up there? 
Anstver, He had a gun iu his hand. I didn't see anything but that. When he came 
in the last time he had a knife in his hand. 
Question, How about Ben Gould? 

Answei\ Ho had nothing iu his hand. If he had I don't recollect. 

Question, How about Randolph Dopriest ? 

Answei\ He had a brush and William Depricst had a brush. 

Question, Anything else ? 

Aimcer. If he did I don't recollect. 

Question, How long after you heard the noise at the door was it that you went up 
into that room ? 

An8tvet\ Just as quick as I could go across the house and go to the room. 
Question, You are certain those men didn't have anything in their hands? 
An8wei\ I don't recollect. 

Question. How long had your sister been up there? 
Ansivei\ Nearly a half an hour. 

Question, How large a room was it? • 
Ansiv€7\ Just a common house, with one room up-stairs — no partition or nothing* 
Quesiio7i. What part of the room was the fire-place ? 
Answer. There's no fire-place up-stairs j it is down-stairs. 
Question, Had your sister gone to sleep ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question, She had been up there about a half an hour ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Mrs. Ramsey, how did those men see you there in that room ? 
Answ€^\ My mother said they went into the room first and came on up-stairs. I don't 
know how. 

-Question, When you went up in that room did you see your sister — when you first 
went up ? 

Ansiccr, H* I did I don't recollect it. I was so scared that I didn't know much of 
anything. I d^on't' recollect. 

Que8ti07i, I want to know how you could have recognized Amos Owens, Ben Gould, 
Randy Depriest, and William Depriest up in that room ? 

Answer, They had a torch with them, iu their hands, sir. 

Question, Didn't you say that they didn't have anything else in their hands, and you 
said nothing but the gun. I asked you if Ben Gould or any of them had anything in 
his hand in the world but what you mentioned ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but I was thinking of a weapon. 

Question, Which one had the torch ? 

An8W€fi\ I don't recollect which, but one of them had it. 

Question, You swear to the torch now ? 

Answei', Yes, sir ; and my mother will swear to it, too. 

Question, What kind of a torch was it ? 

Ansxoer, A pine torch. 

Question. They fetched the torch up-stairs ? y 
An8wei\ Yes, sir ; they did. 
Question, How large a torch was it ? 
Answer, Just a common torch. 

Question, Where did you see Doc. Fortune first, that night ? 

Answer, The first I see of him he was in the lane. 

Question, How did you recognize him ? 

Answer, I knew his voice and his eyes. 

Question, How was he disguised ? 

Answei'. He had a handkerchief over his face. 

Question. Where did you see Taylor Carson the first time ? 

Answer. Out in the lane. 

Qiuistion. How was he disguised ? 

Answer, He had a rag over his face, too. 

Question, Any other disguise on Taylor Carson except the rag ? 
Answer, His coat was turned wrongside-outwards. 
Question, How about Olin Carson ? 

Answer, He had a white gown on, and said he was Depriest ? 
Question, He represented the ghost ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. Scott Toms ? 

Anstvei\ He had his coat turned out. 

Question. Amos Hamll ? 

Ansiver. I was not certain it was him. 

Question, Sam. Biggerstalf ? 

Ansiver. He had nothing but a handkerchief over his face. 
Question. Joe Wilson ; how did yon recognize him ? 
Answei\ He had no disguise on at all. 
Question. You say that Joe Wilson lives in Cleveland f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far from you does he live ? 
Answer. 1 don't know how far ; I never was there. 

Question. Was there any one else that you recognized in that crowd that night, ex- 
cept those that you have mentioned to the jury ? 

Ansiver. There was two men that I saw was not disguised, but I didn't know them. 
I have seen them since and knew them. I didn't know them then at all. 

Question. 1 understand, then, that you say that you recognized there that night 
Amos Owens, Ben Gould, Bill Depriest, Doc. Fortune, Taylor Carson, Olin Carson, 
Scott Toms, Amos Harrill, and Samuel Biggerstaff, and then Randolph Depriest, who 
is not now on trial. Was there any other person that you recognized there that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believed, but I was not positive, to Tom Toms and Hall Martin. 
They was not up close to mej but I thought by their eyes and their voices it was 
4hem. 

Question. What kind of night was it when you were there out in the lane ? 
Answer, It was a very light night ; the moon was shining. 
Question. How high was the moon ? 
Ansiver, About an hour and a half high. 

Question. Just after this beating did you go tp the town of Rutherford ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; on Sunday afterward. 
Question, How long afterward ? 

Answer. I started Sunday morning — that happened Saturday night. 
Question, The next day ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. On Monday morning I saw one man that was there. 
Question, Did you see anybody in town ? 
Answer, I saw Judge Logan. 
Question, Who was with you then ? 
Answer, Mr. Carpenter was in there. 

Question. Did you apply to Judge Logan for any process of any kind ? 
Ansiver. I applied to him to get a home to go to. 
Question. Was anybody else with you there at that time ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. Did you apply to him for a warrant ? 
Answer. I told him that those men were there. 

Question. Did he issue a warrant upon the strength of your statement ? 
Aiisicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you certain you were not sworn by Judge Logan on the day after this 
occurrence ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You will swear to this jury, now, yon didn't take an oath before Judge 
Logan the day after it occurred ? 

Answei'. I am positive I dicWt take any affidavit before Judge Logan. 

Question. I ask you if you didn't make an affidavit on the 9th day of April, 1871, and 
Judge Logan didn't issue a warrant for the purpose of having some of these men 
arrested ? . 

Answer. I told him them I knew, and he sent out a warrant for them. 

Question, Did you see him write the warrant ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did anybody else inform Judge Logan except yourself ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Wasn't your father there, your mother, there, your sister there, and yonr 
daughter there ? 

Answer. No, sir j none of them were there. My daughter is only eight years old. 
Question. Didn't you inform Judge Logan that a man by the name of Julius Fortune 
was there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I said to the best of my knowledge he was there ; but I was not 
positive. 

Question. Are you certain that you mentioned that this man, Julius Fortune, was 
there? ' ' ' 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I know I did. 
Question, You are satisfied about that ? 
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Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you state to Judge Logan that tbere was any other person there ex- 
cept Julius Fortune ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I believe I did. 
Question. Who else did you tell him was there ? 
Ansivei'. Dan Fortune and Hall Martin. 
Question. Who else? 
Ansiver. And Lawson Teal, I believe. 
Question. Did you tell him that Perry Gould was there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and he was there. 

Question. Didn't you say just now that nobody else was there that you knew ? 
Ansiver, I said there was no other person there that I recognized. 
Question. Didn't you tell the jury that there was no other person except those names 
yon mentioned were there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Hall Martin there ? 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge, he was there. 

Question. Was Daniel Martin there ? 

Answer. I believed it to be Daniel Martin, but was not positive. 

Question. Was Perry Humphries there ? 

Answer. I don't know him. 

Question. Wasn't Aleck Mclntire there ? 

Ansivei'. I was not positive ; to the best of my knowledge. 

Question. Did you state to Judge Logan that William Baber was there ? 

A7iswer. Yes, sir ; I said to the best of my knowledge. I took it to be them. 

Question, Did you see Bob Gould there ? 

Answa: Yes, sir. I can't say it was him, but Bob Gould's name was called, and a man 
answered to the name. I haven't seen him for a year. 

Question. Did you state that a man by the name of William Covington was there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you recognize him as William Covington ? 

Answer, Because ho had been to my house many times. He had some conversation 
with me that night. I thought it was him, but was not positive. 
Question. Was he disguised ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. • 
Question. How was he disguised? 

Answer. I can't tell you now, but he had some kind of a disguise over his face. 
Question. Didn't you state to Judge Logan that James Biggerstaff was there? 
Answei\ No, sir ; I didn't. If I did, I don't recollect it. 
Question. I ask you to state to the jury was James Biggerstaff there ? 
' Ansica: I tell you, if he was, I don't recollect it. 

Question. I ask you, did you or did you not state that John Calton was there? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I didn't. I don't think I did. 
Question. You are prettj" well satisfied about that ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I ask you if you stated to Judge Logan that Taylor Carson was there f 

Ansiver, No, sir j I didn't ; I don't think I did. But he was there.* 

Question. How was it you recognized Taylor Carson ? 

Ansiver, I knew his voice and his eyes. 

Question. Kovr do you remember after this lapse of time ? 

Answer. Because I was in so much trouble that I didn't recollect all that I did know 
of them. * 

Question. I understand you to say that your recollection is a great deal better now 
than it was immediately after this affair occurred? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. I understand you to state that you gave Judge Logan a great many names 
that you have left out this morning ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. You say, then, that you remember better this morning about Taylor Car- 
son — better this morning than immediately after the occurrence ? 

Answer. I don't recollect any better now than I did the next morning, I tell you I 
never mentioned his name the next day. 

Question. You say that John Calton was there that night ? 

Ansiver, He was there ; but I didn't swear to it before Judge Logan. 

Qifcsfiwi. But you swear to him now? 

Ansiver. Yes, 1 do. 

Question, James Fortune, you say he was there ? 

Answer, No, sir; I never swore to him. I swore to Joe Fortune and Doc. Fortune. 
Question. You say now that you didn't swear that James Fortune was there ? 
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Ansivei\ Some of the rest of the family may have seen him ; I didn't see him. I didn't 
say he was there or wasn't there. 
Question. Was Daniel Fortune there ? 

Answer, If he was, I didn't know him. He might and he mightn't have been. 
Question, Was Alfred Early there ? 
Ansive)\ Yes, sir ; he was there. 

Question, I ask you why it was that you didn't mention Alfred Early's name to Judge 
Logan 1 

Answer, Didn't remember then. 
Question, Was Lloyd Early there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir j he was there. 

Question. How do you remember to-day that he was there, when you didn't remember 
the day afterward before ^Logan ? 

Answer, I tell you I left Sunday morning, and they left Monday morning, and I don't 
know what they swore to in their afi&davit. 

Question, Was Joseph McDaniel there ? 

Ansicer. If he was there, I didn't know him. Some of the rest of the family might 
have known him. 

Question, James McDaniel, you say you don't know whether he was there or not? 
Answer, I believed it to be him. 
Question. How" about Joe McDaniel ? 

Ansicer, I didn't see him in the house to know him. If he was in the house I didn't 
see him. 

Question. You swear now to a man "that you took to be James McDaniel 1 

Answer, I believed it to be James McDaniel by his eyes and by his hair. 

Question, You didn't remember that James McDaniel was there before Judge Logan 
the day after it occurred ? 

Answer. I might have remembered it, but I didn't have sense enough to put it in. I 
tojl you I was in so much trouble I didn't know who to put in. 

Question. Now Perry Humphries we talked to you about 

Answei'. I don't know Perry Humphries. 

Question, Are you certain you don't know him ? 

Answer. If I ever saw the man in my life I don't know it. 

Question. You say that if you ever saw him that you don't know him ? I ask you if 
you didn't on the 20th day of April, 1871, make an affidavit before Colonel Shaffer, 
United States commissioner f 

Answer, If I did I don't know it. I don't recollect it, sir. 

Question. Were you here in Raleigh about that time ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was not. I never was here until June. 

Question. When you were here, then, did you go before Colonel Shaffer ? 

Answer. I went before. no person but the grand jury. If I went before any other * 
person I don't know it. 

Question. Did you make an affidavit about the 20th of April before any person ? 

Answer, Some day I did. 

Question. Before whom did you make'that affidavit? 

Answer. Before Mr. Bradley. 

Question. What kind of an officer is he ? 

Ansiver. Justice of the peace. 

Question. You did make an affidavit before Bradley in April ? 

Ansiver. 1 don't recollect the time. % 

Question. I ask you to. state to that jury if you didn't swear before Mr. Bradley that 
onef James Biggerstaff was there that night ? 

Ansiver. 1 might before Mr. Bradley, but not before Judge Logan. 

Question, t ask you if you didn't state to that jury just now that you could not swear 
to James Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. 1 said to the best of my knowledge I believed it to be him. 

Question. Didn't you state just now that you saw nobody there on the night of the 
8th of April that you took to be James Biggerstaff? 

(The witness did not answer.) 

Question. I ask you if you didn't swear that Julius Fortune was there? 
Answer. I don't know whether I did or not. 

Question. I ask you if you didn't swear before Mr. Bradley that William Baber was 
there? How about that, Mrs. Ramsey? 

Answer. I don't recollect if I did, or if I didn't I don't recollect. 

Question. Did you see any man that night or before that looked like Mr. Brooks? 

Answei', No, sir; I never swore to him. I never heard tell of such a man or never 
swore to any such name, I never heard the name before this morning. 

Question. You tell that jury that you did not swear before Mr. Bradley that this man 
Brooks was there? 
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Mr. Phillips. I understanfl, gentlemen, that that paper you hold is a mere copy. 
The copyist could not make out the name, and that was how it was. 
Question. Was there a man hy the name of Williams there ? 

Answer. If there was I never heard tell of it. I swore to a man hy the name of Jo- 
seph Wilson, but never of Williams. 

Question. I waut you to state to that jury now, Mrs. Ramsey, how it was that you 
thought that you recognized Julius Fortune that night ? 

Answer. Well, he camo up ou the steps aud stood in the door, and by his looks and 
his eyes I took it to be Julius Fortune. 

Question. How far did he live from you ? 

Answa: About two miles. 

Question. How did you see his. eyes ? 

Answer. There was a good light, and he was standing there looking through his baud- 
kerchief. 

Question. How long have you known him ? 
Answer. All my life. 

Question. How did you recognize Perry Gould 1 

Answer. He camo to me aud he talked to mo, and I recognized his voice. 
Question. What did Perry Gould say to you ? 

Answer. I asked him not to kill father and he said that he hadn^t promised to quit 
the radicals aud vote the conservative ticket yet, and they wouldn't let him alone till 
he done that. 

Question. Are you sure of that? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. Wo talked so much ; but that was a part of the talk we had. 
Question. You swear, then, to the jury that Perry Gould spoke to you about your 
father not voting the conservative ticket ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you know Bob Gould ? 

Anstver. I only knew him as they called his name, and when he was called he went 
to them. 

Question. How long have you known him ? 
Ansiver. Ever since I can recollect. 

Question. It was because he came when he was called that you recognized him as 
Bob Gould ? 

Answer. 1 said that they called Bob Gould aud Bob Gould answered. That man 
went up. 

Question. How did you recognize William Covington? 

Ansiver. By his eyes and the talk we had. , 

Question. What kind of eyes did he have ? 

Ansiver, Black eyes. 

Question. Where was it you saw him ? 

Answer. He had been at our house before. 

Question. Whe^e did you have this talk with him ? 

Ajiswer. At home. He was standing at the fire drinking some water, and from a 
remark he made to me I took it to bo Covington. 

Question, Was there anything about the man's shape that put you in mind of Cov- 
ington? 

Anstver. I don't recollect ; I didn't notice the shape of the man. 
Question. Was this man a tall man or a short man ? 

Answer. He wasn't one of the tallest nor one of the shortest men ; he was a common 
size. 

Question. How did you recognize Daniel Martin ? 

Ansiver. He was dressed diiferent from any of the rest, and talked to me and my 
mother. 

Question. Did you recognize him by his voice ? ' 

Answer. By his voice and by his eyes I took it to be Daniel Martin. 

Question. What kind of eyes has Daniel Martin got? 

Answer. He has got eyes between yellow and black. 

Question. How did ^on reeogniae Hall Martin ? 

Answer. I believed it to be Hall just the same as the rest. 

Question. Why? 

Answer. Because his voice made me think so. He wasn't standing up close to me, 
but I took it to be him. 

Question. Wha-t kind of eyes has he got ? 

Answer. Black eyes. 

Question. How about Daniel Gould? 

Ansiver. I believed he was the man that talked to my mother then. I saw his beard 
and saw his face, I believed it then aud I believe it yet.' 
Question. You say that his mask was olf I 

31 NO 
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Answei'. Pulled up across this way — pulled up al)out half across his face. 
Question, I ask you why yon didu't swear before the grand jury that Daniel Gould 
was there ? 

Ansicei', Because they said he was deranged and was not right. 
Qxiestion. Was he deranged then ? 

Anmei\ I cau't say he is and I can't say he ain't. I talked with hiui, and he 
appeared as well as ever I saw him. 

Question. You say Daniel Gould was there with the mask partly up from his face ; • 
now, I ask you why you didn't state that to the jury just now f 

An8WGi\ If you had called 6ver the names I could have told you who I knew and 
who I didn't. 

Question, What did Daniel Gould state there that night ? 

Answer, He called mother, and asked her if father hadn't always treated her amiss, 
and she said he hadn't ; he was as good as he could be to her. 

Question, Did they say anything about any apples or anything of that kind ? 

Anstcer. I didn't hear any talk of that kind at all. 

Question, Did they say anything about brandy ? ' 

Answer, I never heard brandy mentioned. 

Question, Aleck Mclntire, how did you recognize him ? 

Answer, Because he came in and sat and talked, and I took it to be the same man 
that had been there before. 
Question, You had seen him at that same place once before ? * 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, This man that you testified to as Aleck Mclntire just exactly put you in 
mind of the man that you saw before f 

Answer, I took it to be him — more like him than any other man that I ever saw. I 
can't say it was him and I can^t say it wasn't him. 

Question, How did you recognize him ? 

Answer, By his voice and the way he talked. 

Question, How about William Baber ? 

Ansicer, Because he stood there by the cupboard and talked, and I took it to be him. 
Question, What was it that Mclntire said ? 

Ansiver, He said that he intended to whip and kill everybody that had ever been a 
witness in the McGaha raid. 

Question, How about Baber ? What did he say ? 

Ansicei; He was talking there in the crowd, cursing— just cursing and taking on 
there in the house. I don't recollect what he did say. 
Question, Did you see his eyes ! 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What color did his eyes look I 
Ansicei; Like they always did, I reckon. 
Question, What colored eyes had he ? 
Answer, I believe his eyes look sort of a yellow. 

Question, Mrs. Ramsey, I ask you if there was an jibing said about the killing of 
young Depriest at the time that your father was being whipped ? 
Answer, They asked me if my father didn't have a hand in it. 

Question, Didn't they, at the time they were whipping him, say it was because he 
killed young Depriest ? 

Answer, If they did, I didn't hear them. They asked me if father didn't have a hand 
in killing Depriest, and I told them that he didu't, for he wasn't at home. 

Question, Didn't they say they whipped him because he was the man that killed 
* young Depriest f 

Ansicer, If they did, I didn't hear them. 

Question, How many of those men that night asked you if your father had a hand in 
it f 

Ansiver, Randolph Depriest, Bill Depriest, and Amos Owens. Those three asked me, 
and I don't recollect any more. 

Question, But those three men did talk about killing Depriest, and they asked you if 
your father didu't have a hand in it ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I don't know what they said to me. There appeared to me to be 
another man in the crowd. 

Question, Did you ever hear of Samuel Biggerstaff 's house being shot into by any- 
body ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir; I did. 

Question, Did you hear that that night? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was charged with doing it? 

Answer, My father and another were charged with it, but he didn't do it. 
Question. Was not Aaron Biggerstaff indicted at the superior court at Rutherford for 
having fired into Samuel Bigerstaff's house ? 
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Ansxcer, He was indicted for being in tlic crowd that done it. 
Question. Didn't the jury convict him ? 
Answer, Y^, sir j they found hira guilty. 

Question, Didn't the crowd, that night, in your hearing, state that he was being 
whipped because he was the man that killed young Depriest, or that ho was either the 
man or with the man that fired into the house and killed Depriest? x 

Answer, No, sir; McGaha was the man that shot into the house. I heard no such 
talk. I don't recollect of hearing one word of it. 

Question. How long before this time was it that your father was accused of having 
shot into this house? 

Answer. In February, a year before. 

Question. What punishment was inflicted upon your father? 

Answer. He was fined $20; that was all. He was fined that for being in the crowd 
with them. 

Question. You testified that Alfred Biggerstaff was there that night ? 
Answei\ I said he was there, and I think so yet. 

Question. This Samuel Biggerstafi', is he the man into whose house the shot was 
made ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he say anything that night ? - 
An»wei\ Yes, sir ; he was a-cursing and a-s wearing. 
Question. What relation is Kandy Biggerstaff to Samuel ? 
Answer. He is Samuel. 

Question. What relation is Barton Biggerstaff to Samuel Biggerstaff? 
Answer. He is his son. 

Question. I ask you if between Aaron Biggerstaff, your father, and Samuel Bigger- 
staff*; his brother, "there has not been an ill-feeling for a long time ? 

Answer. Samuel has differed from his brothers ever since I can recollect. He w^as a 
half-brother to the balance of them. 

Question. Then your father was convicted by the jury for having fired into the house ? 

Answer. Not for firing into the house, but for being in the crowd. 

Question. You say, then, that yon sweair that Samuel Biggerstaff was there, and Alfred 
and Barton, and they were cursing around? 

Anstcer. I said so once. 

Question. You say that that night these three men were there cursing around, and 
yet you say you didn't hear a single word d^op from the lips of one about the shooting 
into Biggerstaff 's house ? 

Anstver. I didn't hear anything of the shooting in the house that night. 

Question, The only thing you heard of was the murder of Depriest ? 

Answer. That was all. 

Question. Is there any ill-feeling between you^ father and William Depriest ? 
Answa: Yes, sir ; there has been, and is yet, I reckon. 

Question. There was ill-feeling existing on the 8th of April, 1871, at the time of this 
occurrence ? 

Ansicer: There has been ever since the raid in the McGaha case. 
Question. Did it begin by William Depriest's family ? 
Ansiver. They were said to bo in the McGaha raid, sir. 

Question, These men that you mentioned here as being there that night, I ask you to 
state to jury, whether they are not mostly, if not all of them, neighbors of Samuel Big- 
gerstaff' or William Depriest ? 

Answer, Some of them live around those two men, and some do not. 

Redirect by Mr. Phillips : 

Question. Just state why you like to be called Norvill, and not Ramsey ? 

Answer. The reason why is this: I married a man named Ramsey, and he disagreed 
with my child so, and was so bad to her, that we parted. After we had parted, I heard 
that he had been married before, and his wif^ was still living. 

Question. What county was he from ? 

Ansicer. Cleveland. 

Question. This whipi)ing last April by those persons confused you greatly, and you 
didn't get over it for some time ? 
Anstver. I didn't get over it for three weeks. 

TESTIMONY OF AARON V. BIGGERSTAFF. 

Interrogatories by Hon. Samuel F. Phillips : 
Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, you live in Rutherford County ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How old are you ? 
Anstcer. I am in my sixtieth year. 
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Question, I want you to tell the jury there about an attack that was made upon you 
last April, at your house. "Was it in April ? 
Aimcer. Yes, sir ; at night of the 8th. ^ 
Question. What time of night ? 
Ansu'er. It was something like midnight. 
Qu^slion, Wl^t road do you live on ? 
Answer. The Rutherford road. 
Question. How far is the road off from your house ? 
Answer. About fifteen steps, sir. 

Questian. Well, sir, state where you were. What were you doing that night ? 

Ansiver. I was out, away that day, and it was 10 o'clock at night when I got home. 
They wanted me to eat some supper, but I didn't care for any, and went to bed feeling 
sore and sick with rheumatic pains. About midnight there came a quantity of dis- 
guised men, Ku-Klux, so called, to my house. They came to the door and bursted the 
lock and hinges loose from the facings. They entered the house and caught me by the 
hair of the head and dragged me out of bed and .knocked me down at the door. I 
walked till I got out into the lane . There a quantity of them beat me some thirty or 
forty minutes, off and on — not regularly. They taken me back into the house and ex- 
amined me. They said they wanted to see whether I could bear any more. Then they 
taken me back into the lane and they gave me seventy-five lashes across the shoulders 
with a small walking-stick. I never felt more than twelve licks, for they struck me 
so hard that my flesh was numbed a«d flew off sometimes with the blows. They cursed 
me all the time for being a leading republican, and called mo a damned old radical. 
As they turned to go with me into the house I saw a large fire built up in the middle 
of the road and one man with a torch. They told me to go into the house, and I started 
to go into the house, but when I got to my door I fell there at the steps, and they helped 
me up and taken me in and laid me on the bed, and a man struck me on the breast 
with steel knuckles and bursted two of my ribs loose from my breast-bone. They 
cursed and abused me for about twenty minutes, and swore that they would kill me if 
I ever gave another republican vote, and then they left, sir. 

Question. Did you see their faces ? 

An8tvei\ Some I did and some I didn't. 

Question. What did they say and do to you ? 

Anstcer. Well, I heard men at the door, and the house was full in a minute. As soon 
as they came in they caught me by the hair of the head and dragged me out of bed. I 
walked till I got into the lane 

Question. What did they do to you there ? 

Answer. They whipped me, sir ; they whipped me with limbs of hickory and ash ; 
they struck me with whips, I discovered the next day ; they cut the blood from me ; 
• they whipped me all over from my head to my heels ; they turned my .clothes over my 
head and whipped me on the naked back. They whipped me a good while and wanted 
me to confess. They wanted to know about the raid on McGaha. They whipped me 
twenty-five or thirty minutes or more. They told me I should quit being a radical, a 
damned old radical, and said that I had sworn agin them. A part of them that was 
there that night had searched my house before for McGaha, and that was where I was 
a witness agin Ihem. 

Question. Where were you then ? 

Ansicer. It was at Rutherford, in March. 

Question. Before whom ? 

Answet\ The grand jury. 

Question. What did you tell them when they said that ? 

Answer. 1 told them that I hadn't swore anything. I had been qualified, but hadn't 
sworn. 

Question. Did they say anything to you when they came into the house ? 

Answer. They just ^ame in the room a-eursing, and dragged me out by the hair of 
the head, calling me a damned old radical. They struck me in the face with their 
knuckles. I thought they had whipped me as long as they could, when they put me 
down by the fire and took me out again and give me six or seven strikes over the shoul- 
der, which I didn't feel, for my flesh was perfectly dead. It sounded like striking a 
beef. I don't think they struck me but one lick after I was taken into the house the 
second time. 

Question. They talked to you about the search of your house and about your politics f 
Answer. Yes, sir. They said I took an active part in apprehending the men that Ku- 
Jvluxed McGaha ; which I did. McGaha sent for me, and I tried to get about. I was 
down with rheumatics then,. and McGaha had sent for me to help hunt them up. They 
asked me about that. 

Question. What did they say to you about that ? 

Answer. They said they intended to kill me for doing it. When they finished whip- 
ping me they started back into the house and asked where Holland was, and Hollyfield. 
They said that agin that time Judge Logau was dead and in hell, for they intended to 
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liUl liim. They said they intended to snbdne the country in two weeks ; they intended 
to put down the rei)ublican party in two weeks. 
Question. Did they get any promise from you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they niado mo promise not to vote any more on the republican . 
ticket. 

Question. You promised it ? 
Ans^vc)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they threaten to do with you ? 

Ansicer. They said they would kill me ; that they intended to kill all the witnesses 
that swore agin them in the McGaha raid at Marion. I wasn't there, but they said 
j they intended to kill all the witnesses. 

Question. How long were they at your house ? 

Ansicer. Over an hour; maybe au hour and a half; I have no time-i)iece. 
Question. Did they say anything to you about whether yon recognized any of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. They continually jabbed me with knives and pistols, and asked, 
" Do you know me ?" " Do you know me f" 
Question. And did you recognize any of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How were they disguised ? 

Answer. Some had on horns and false faces coming down to their throats. One or 
two had a squirrel-skin stuck up about their faces.^ They had it on when they came, 
but when they left there was nothing on their facest 

Question. How many were there f 

Answer. When I went out into the lane there were fifty or sixty there, and the yard 
was fnll. 

Question. What is the size of your house ? 

Ansicer. The room where I sleep is some fifteen or twenty feet square. It ir more 
than twenty feet one way and a partition across the house. 
Question. How many rooms up-stairs? 
Answer. One room. 

Question. Was your daughter, Mrs. Norvill, there ? 
Ansicer. She was. 

Question. Did you see her out in the lane ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir ; she was some ten or fifteen feet from me. V 
Question. Was anything done to her? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they w^hipped her. 
Question. Did you see any marks on her person ? 
Answer. Yes ; her face,, and shoulders were all black and blue. 
Question. Did you recognize anybody there you would be willing to swear to ? 
Aimcer. Y'aSj sir. Amos Owens was there. I knew him by his voice. He was in 
the house cursing. 

Question. How long have you known him ? 

A7i8wer. I have known him very well for about twenty-five years. I bought my 
place from him. 

Question. James Sweazey ? 

Answer. I judged him by his movements. 

Question. How well do you know him ? What is there peculiar in his movement ? ^ 
Answer. I know him very well. He walks sort of sideways. 
Question, Is his arm stifi: ? 
Atmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who dragged yon out of your bed? 

Answer. John Wethrow, Amos Oweus, and another. 

Question. How did you know John Wethrow ? 

Ansicer. I have known him all his life. I knew his clothes. • 

Question. Jason Wethrow ? 

Answa: 1 knew him from his speech to me. He said he intended to whip me for the 
speech I made agin him at the trial. 
Question. Who searched your house ? 

Answer. John Wethrow, Jason Wethrow, Scott Toms, Amos Owens, and some of the 
Fortune boys. 

Question. How nulny were indicted for searching your house? 
Anstcer. I don't know. 
Question. Any of the Depriests ? 

Answa\ Yes, sir. Adolphus Depricst was one of them. 

Question. What was it that was said to you by the person that made you think it was 
Jason Wethrow? 

Answa: He talks through his teeth, and lisps. He said they were going to whip me 
for swearing agin them at Kutheiford. 
Question. And JohnCalton? 

Ansicer. Why I recollect about Mr. Caltou is this ; The second time when I was 
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knocked down somebody raised me up. I think it was Calton. I am pretty certain I 
recognized liim. I was knocked down several times; two or three times, 1 think. 
Question, What did they knock you down with ? 

Answer, Their fists, or a pistol, or something. They struck me on the head, and 
kicked my feet from under me. I certainly recognized Calton. I always thought he 
was a clever man, and liked him ; and I wondered what he had against me. That 
was all. I won't say positively it was him, yet I think it was. 

Question. Did you see him again afterward ? 

An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. Go on, sir. 

Answer. 1 never saw him any more. 

Question. Call some other names that were there. 

Answer, I saw Adolphns Depriest. 

Question, Any other Depriest ? 

Answer, His father, William Depriest. 

, Question. What was there about Adolphns that you' recognized ? 

Answer, He had a sort of a tone to his talk, and a peculiar movement. I live within 
a mile of him, and have seen him ever since he was born. 

Question. What was there about William Depriest that you knew? 

Answer. It was his walk and his beard. He holds his arms a little off from the body. 

Question, Was any other Depriest there? 

Answer, Not to be positive of. 

Question, Give another name. , 

Answer, Taylor Carson. 

Question, Who is he ? 

Answer, He is William Carson's son. 

Question, How old is he ? 

Answer, He must be from twenty to twenty-one. 
Question. What is there about him? 

Ansiver. Just his white head. He had a white cloth across his forehead. He is flax- 
lieaded. He walked just before me a few yards. 
Question. What kind of a disguise did he have on ? 

Ansiver. Nothing, that I could discover, but a kind of white cloth over his forehead. 
I didn't notice his clothes. 
Question, Anybody else? 

Answer, Oliu Carson was there. I knew him by his walk. I have known him aU 
his life. 

Question, Whiat kin is he to Taylor Carson ? ^ 

Answer, A cousin. 

Question, How old is he I 

Answer, About eighteen 5^ears of age. 

Question. What was there about him that you recognized f 

Answei\ Just his walk. He lives just close by me, and I have seen him all his life. 
Question, How far did he live from you ? 
Answer, A little over two miles, sir. 
Question. Somebody else ? 

Answer. Mr. ScattToms, or Leander,^s some call him. 
Question, What kind of a disguise did he have on ? 

Answer, Nothing more than a cloth over his face that I could notice. He was the one 
struck me in my breast — was the way I discovered him. He broke two of my ribs, 
and I looked to see what it was that he done it witb. It was sometbing black around 
his lingers — like a steel knuckle or something. 

Question, What was there about him that you recognized ? 

Answer, I have known him all his life, and I know his figure and his walk. Well, 
1 won't say all his life, but for several years. 
Qwes^ioM. Who else that you recollect? 
Answer, Well, I recollect my half brother was there, sir. 
Question, What's his name ? 

Answer. Samuel Biggerstaff. As I was jerked out of the bed I took him to be the 
man that caught at me, or caught me, or tried. I might be mistaken, for I went with 
such a hurry I didn't have time to look at nothing. 

Question. What kind of a disguise did he have on ? 

Answer. I think it was just a cloth over his face or head. 

Question: Well, call somebody else. 

Answer. Well, I took it to be Lawson Tell. He was a tall man. I was struck on my 
breast, and I looked up and I saw this man, and I took it to be him by his movement. 
Question. What kin is he to William ? 

Answer. The brother. And he and Mr. McDaniels was off, if I ain't mistaken, some 
twenty or twenty-five feet from me. I discovered them just as I turned to go into the 
house. They had nothing on at all in the way of disguises. 
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Qncsfion. Did you seo tbem do anything? 
Answn\ They diduH come up to where I was. 
Question. What kind of a light did you have I 

Answer. A iiretty good light. The fire was built of light wood and burned good. 
Tlieso men Iiad a torch. 
Question. How high was the moon ? 
Answer. The moon was not over two hours high. 
Question. What sort of a moon was it ? 
Answer. It was a new moon. 
Question. What sort? 

Answer. It was small. It was close by 10 o'clock, or a few minutes after. 
Question, Well, you say the moon rose about what time? 
J Ten o'clock, sir. 

Question. What kind was it ? 

Answer. Small. About two hours high. I think it was about 10 or some few 
minutes after. I went by the old almanac ; that was all I had to go by. 
Question. Who else do you recollect ? # 
Answer. I don't recollect anybody else at this time. 
Question. Did you see any Mr. Fortunes there ? 

Ansiver. Fortune's sons were there. His youngest and the oldest. I noticed them, 
for they sort of squatted as they went out of the door. The oldest was named Benja- 
min and the youngest James or Daniel, I won't say which. 

Question. An^ other Fortune there ? 

Ansicei\ I don't recollect, sir. 

Question. Any other Biggerstaff there 1 

Answer. I don't know of my own knowledge. 

Question. Any Early there f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Achilles Durham ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. As I turned around the first or second time to go into the house, 
I took it to be Mr. Durham was standing beside me. They had a very big light. 1 
mistrusted it Avas him. I believed it to be him. 

Question. What makes you believe that I 

Answer. It was his beard, and a hat I have seen him wear. 

Question. What kind of a disguise did he have on. 

Answer. I don't know. But it didn't cover his beard. I took Joseph Wilson to bo 
there. I looked at the man until I met him out. 
Question. liow old a man is he ? 
Answer. 1 expect, sir, he is twenty years of age. 
Question. What did he have on ? 

Answer. Nothing on, sir. And the reason I paid attention to him was, he has a 
black beard, and when he shaves it makes his skin look blue. 
Question. Was anybody there named Harrill ? 

Answer. I won't to say that I did seo him. It might have been somebody else. He 
says, says he, "Now, raise your hundred radicals." We had a previous conversation ; 
I used that expression. It happened this way : About two years ago they said they 
would fetch two negroes and thirty white men, and whip one hundred radicals, and I 
said I could raise them if I chose, and soon show 'em. I laughed at them. 

(^Hesfioi?. Sweazy, you saw him? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Joseph Fortune ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. DsLViiei Fortuned 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; that's the one I speak of. 

Question, The youngest son of Mr. Fortune ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I don't know what his name is to distinguish him. 

Question. They came there, and took you out of your bed by the hair of your head ? 

Answei; Yes, sir. 

Question. They beat you, knocked you down, beat you, and took you back into the 
house, staid there a little while, carried you out again, beat you, knocked you down 
several times — some of them went up and struck you with their pistols — wanted you 
to promise never to interrupt them or to vote a republican ticket again, and they 
whipped you for taking McGaha's part ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. This raid wais by a disguised party of men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about the McGaha raid ? 

Answer, I know nothing about it, except what I stated* before^ That is what the 
men that was in the raid told me themselves. 
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Qmetion, Was anv of these defendants on tlie McGalia raid that you know of ; did 
they say anything to you about it ? 
Anstver. Nobody in the indictment. If they have confessed it I have not heard it. 
Question. Did they say anything about the McGaha raid having been made by them ? 
A7}swer, That night? 
Question, Yes, sir. 

(Objected to, and Mr. Phillips said he would put the question in another form.) 
Question. Was anything said ! 

Atisiver. They said I had tried to apprehend them and swear agin them. 

Question. Swear against whom ? 

Ansu'er. The party that I mentioned over, sir. 

Question. These persons who were there charged you with having sworn against 
them ? 

Answer. That I had tried to apprehend them for the McGaha raid. They said that no 
■witness should appear at Marion. 
Question. Was McGaha a republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

^ttefi/io«. A friend of yours? • 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did ho live from you at the time of the raid ? 
Anstver. Maybe two and a half miles. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Stkokg, for the defense : 
Question. You say it was about 12 o'clock at night ? ^ 
Answer, Yes, sir ; about. 

Question. They jerked you out of bed, and carried you out in the road, and then they 
whipped you ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they say they whipped you on account of being a radical? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did they not tell you they whipped you for having something to do with 
the killing of young Depriest ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was for protecting McGaha for killing Depriest, and for hunting 
the Ku-Klux. 

Question, Did they use the name Ku-Klux ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they called me a Ku-Klux for hunting them up. 

Question, Didn't they tell you they whipped you j)artly on account of having shot 
into your brother's house ? 

Answer, They never mentioned it, that I know of. If they did I don't recollect it. 
McGaha shot into the house. 

Question, You were not with him at the time ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I was* back of him some sixty or seventy yards when the gun was 
fired, down behind the hill. 

Question, Didn't they accuse you, at any rate, of being a party to that matter, and 
didn't they tell you so 1 

Answer. If they €lid I don't recollect it. 

Question, McGaha fired into your brother's house ? 

An8wa\ That's what they said. 

Question, You weren't there yourself. Who were in the crowd ? 

Answer. Myself and young Toney was walking together, and Holland audMcGaha's 
son and Ben BiggerstaSfs son. There were six or seven of us. I told McGaha if that 
was the way he was doing I wouldn't go any further. That was after he shot* 

Question. What were you all doiug ? 

Answer, Been tracking them up — these men that had been after McGaha. 
Question. Weren't you tried for that very thing ? 

Answer, Y'es, sir ; I was accessory to McGaha in the raid. I was convicted for being 
with him. 

Question, Didn't you have a gun that night ? 

Answer, I had my rifle. 

Question, Did you make any use of it ? 

Answer, I toted it in my hand. 

Question, How many shots were made in the house? 

Answer. McGaha shot his pistol and his rifle. 

Question, Didn't you break the door down yourself? 

Answer, No, I didn't ; I wasn't within seventy-five yards of it. I can prove that by 
Mr. Toney. 

Question. Mr. Biggerstafi*, you say that Mr. Owens was there ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir ; he was the first one that came into that house. They all made a 
dash, and they all came in, in a bunch, together ; that is, as many as could get in at 
the door. 
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Question, AVbat did Owens do ? 

Answa*. Ho with them all taken hold of me. The house was fnll in a moment, and as 
maiiy as could take a hold of me did so. There were a chunky young man took a bold 
of me that I took to be Jim Sweazy. 

Question, What did tbey do with you ? 

Answer, Tbey dragged mo out. 

Question, Wbat did Owens do? 

Answer, Whipped me with his left band. 

Quesiion, How did you know tbat was Owens ? 

Answer, I knew him by his voice, walk, and everything else. 

Question, You cannot be mistaken as to the fact tbat Owens, this young Sweazy, and 
a man you don't know seized you immediately ? Owens and Sweazy were the tirst ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Quesiion, You know that he whipped you in the lane ? 
Ansivei*, Yes, sir. 

Quesiion, Did Owens come back with you into the house T 
Ansiver, I think be did. 
Question, Then you laid down ? 

Answei', Yes, sir ; I laid upon tbe bed against my wife. 
Question, How was Owens disguised ? 

Answci\ W^ell, he had on one of those false-faces. You have seen many a one, I 
reckon. Tbat was all I noticed. - He might have bad something on bis body, but I 
never noticed one of their bodies. 

Question, You say you saw Oliu Carson ? ' 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How was he disguised ? 

Answer, He bad a Avhito something around bis face. 

^Mcsf io«. W^as he disguised in any otber way. 

Answer, If he was, I didn't notice. I didn't see but one hunting-shirt on while I was 
there He might have had it on bis body; I never noticed. 

Question, Wbere did they first speak to you about quit being a damned old radical ? 

Answer, Out in the lane. 

Question, Not in the house ? 

Answer, If tbey did, I don't recollect. 

Question, Were any of them dressed in women's clothes ? 

Answer, I didn't notice. 

Question, Wouldn't you have noticed if that had been so? 
Answer, I hadn't time to. 

Question, Did you have time to notice coming back into the bouse ? 
Ansicer, I was in so much misery that I noticed scarcely anything. 
Question, Did you say Alfred Biggerstaff was there ? 

Answer, He might have been tbere, but I wouldn't be positive as to Alfred Bigger- 
staff. 

Quesiion, They told you that Judge Logan was dead and in hell ? 
Answer, They said by tbis time to-night he is dead and in hell. 
Quesiion, Are you sure that they told you tbat you shouldn't vote any more on the 
republican ticket ? 
Ansiver, Certainly I am. 
Question, Who told you that ? 
Answei', Those men out in the lane. 
Question, Who said that to you ? 

Answer, I don't know who it was; they wouldn't let me turn around. 
V Question, Did you see any skins of any animals that evening ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw one or two squirrel-skins or sheep-skins as I was laying on 
tbe bed. 

Question, How was Sweazy disguised? 
Ansicer, He had on a red false-face. 

Quesiion, Mr. Biggerstaff, you say that Achilles Durham was there that night? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; to the best of my knowledge. 
Question, How did you know him ? 

Answer, Well, he wore a high bell-crowned hat and he had a long beard. 
Question, Did you think that you knew him that night? 
Answer, I took tbat to be him. 

Question, Did you ever make an affidavit before Judge Logan ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I think not. 

Quesiion, Didn't you, on the 22d of April, 1871, in Rutherford, make au affidavit be- 
fore Judge Logan ? 
Amtver, No, sir. 

Question, Did you go before any other officer, or anywhere else? 
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Answer, There was an officer came down to my house. Squire John Bradley camo 
down to my house ? 

Question. Are any of these the names you put in that affidavit— Lawson Sweazy, 
Lawson Teal, and so on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. These are the names you gave ? 
Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Didn't you give these in addition to those your daughter had given in? 
A7i8icer. I don't know what names my daughter gave, I didn't ask her. 
Question, Who did you give them to f 
Answer. Judge Bradley, sir. 

Question. Is that all the names you mentioned to him. 
Answer, I mentioned all the names over to him, and I told him. 
Question. Who executed that warrant that you got ? 
Ansiver. 1 don't know, sir. 

Question. Didn't Mr. McFarland execute as deputy marshal ? 
Ansiver. 1 don't know. 
Question. As dei)uty sheriff? 

Ansiver. I don't know who executed it. T was confined to my bed. 

Question. Why didn't you put the name of Achilles Dus^ham in this warrant? 

Ansiver. I don't know what is the reason it was not put in. 

Question. What names did you swear to ? Did you swear to Achilles Durham ? 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge, 

Question. How did it happen ? 

Answer. I can't tell you; I was in a dream-like state from my injuries. 
Question. How long was it after it happened before you made the affidavit ? 
Ansiver. It must have been the next week. I can't recollect how long it was. 
Question. Why didn't you mention Joe McDaniel's name to Bradley ? He was there. 
Answer. To the" best of ray knowledge he was off some twenty or twenty-five feet 
from me. I don't know why I didn't mention his name to the commissioner. 
Question. James H. McDaniel was there ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why didn't you mention his name to the commissioner ? Why didn't you 
inform on him ? 
Answei'. I don't know. 

Question. 1 understand you to say that the only reason that you recognized Amos 
. Owens was from his voice ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; from his voice, actions, movements, &c. He can out-curse any man 
you ever saw. He has a peculiar v/ay of laughing, too. 
Question, You say that James Sweazy was there ? 
Aiisiver. Yes, sir. ' 

Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, I understand you to say that at the time that this took 
place there was a man that you took to be Achilles Durham. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Haven't you told Hall Martin, while you have been down here, that you 
thought it was l^m ? 
Ansiver, No, sir; I didn't. That was my daughter. 
Question, You never told him that at any time ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Well, now, you say that you know James Sweazy ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; I have known him for forty years. I knew him from his voice and 
movement. 

Question. Did he have on any disguise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What kind of a disguise ? 

Answer. A red-looking false-face. It comes across the front of the head. 
Question. Did he have any horns ? 

Ansiver, 1 reckon he did. They all had horns except those who had the white things 
across the forehead and the squirrel-skins. 
Question. What did Sweazy say ? 

Anm-er, He was there rearing about ; cursing and ripping about. I can't tell what 
he said i)articularly. 

Question. Who do you say took you out of the bed, sir ? 
Ansivm\ Owens, Wethrow, and that other man — ^that big man, 
Answei', I don't know, sir, only from report. 

Question, How did you say it was that you recognized James Sweazy ? 
Answei: I knew him by his coat, by his movements, and he had a false-face on. 
Question. What sort of a face did he have on ? • 

Ansiver. Well, I can't tell ; I can't describe it ; you have seen 'em many a time. I 
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have one up home. If I had thought you would ask me that question I should 'a 
brought it down to show you. 

Question. How long have you known him ? 

Answer. These forty years. 

Question. The only way you recognized Jason Wethrow was from what ho said and 
his walk ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What sort of a disguise did Jason have on ? 

Answer. Well, it was much about like the rest. He had on a Ku-Klux horn. I don^t 
kn(»w what color it was. 

Question. How did you recognize Adolphus Depriest that night* 
Answer. He didn^t have a false-face on. He had a white cloth over his face. 
Question. You didn't seo his face ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Just by his walk, then, and movement? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you saw John Calton as you rose a second timet 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You are not jiositive as to him ? 
Answer. No, sir; I am not. 
(^z/es^ion. Was William Depriest disguised? ' 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What sort of a disguise? 
Ansiver. A white cloth over his face. 
Question. You didn't see his face at all? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he say anything to you? 

Answe)'. He didn't say but one word. They were whipping me and he told me to 
stand still. 

I Question. Did he have on anything else ? 
Ansicer. Not that I noticed. 
Question. Was Taylor Carson disguised, sir ? 

Anstver. He had a white cloth over his face. He is a flat-headed fellow. 
Question. Olin Carson ? 

Ansiver, He had a cloth over his face. I didn't see his face. 
Question, How did you recognize him ? 
Ansiver, I knew his movement. 
♦ Question. * Leander Toms had a cloth over his face ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you know him, now ? 
Ansicer, Knew him'just by his movement. 
Question. Did you see nis eyes ? 
Answer. I don't recollect as I seen his eyes. 

Question. Could you tell any of those men by seeing their eyes? ^ 
Answer, I didn't notice the eyes only. He hadiTt any disguise on his face when he 
left. 

Question. You thought Samuel Blggerstaff was there, but you might be mistaken ? 

Answer. 1 might be. 

Question. How did you knovr him ? 

Ansiver. 1 have lived long enough with him to-know him. 
Question, Was he disguised ? 

Answer. He had something over his face. - 
Question, What made you think it was your brother ? 

Answer, I don't know what made me think so. I* thought so then and I think so 
now. 

Quoition. There was^ a man there that you took to be Lawson Teel. Had he a dis- 
guise on ? 

Answei', He had horns on. I looked to see whether it was William or Lawson. Wil« 
liam limped a little in his walk. I might be mistaken* 
Question, How was Lawson Teel disguised ? 
Answer, He had horns. 
Question. Did you see his fflce at all, sir ? 

Answer. I never noticed. I was in so much misery I didn't know what I was doing. 
Question. When these men dragged you into the house, did they drag you in^with a 
light in their hands ? 

Answer. No, sir ; we had a big light in the house. The old lady was sitting up read- 
ing. She was very uneasy that night. 

Question. Was Benjamin Fortune disguised? 

Answer, No, sir ; 1 think not. He is a mighty easy talking young man. He stut- 
ters. 
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Question. The youngest boy — was he disguised ? 

Answer. Another one. One of the younger sons stooped down, and ho pulled up his 
coat collar, and I saw his face. He was the youngest one, I think, sir. 
Question. Was Mr. Wilson disguised 1 
Answer. Not at all, sir. If he was, I didn't see it. 
(^Mes<ioM. As to him you cannot be mistaken? 
Answe7\ It might be possible. 
Question. How far does Mr. Wilson live from you ? 
Answer. I expect it is five or six miles, sir. 
Question. How long have you known him ? 
Answer. I have known him, sir, about twelve years. 
Question. You know him very well ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There was a bright light there, you say, and he was not disguised ? 

A7isiver. Not when I saw him. • 

Question. Do you think you could be mistaken about it, sir ? 

Answe)'. I don't think I am, sir. 

Question. You are not positive as to Mr. Durham ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Was Josei3h Wilson disguisc^d ? 

Answer. That was the young man we were talking about just now. 
Question. You spoke of Mr. Harrill. Which Harrill was that f 
Answer. Mr. Amos Harrill. 
Question. Was he disguised ? 
Answer. If he was I didn't notice it. 
Question. Did he have anything in his haud^ 

Answer. Well, if it was'Mr. Harrill, he had a gnn in his hand, or the stock of a gun. 
It must have been a gun. I cannot say exactly what it was. 
Question. How many Ku-Klux were there in the crowd ? 

Ansicer. I cannot tell you that. I am not going to undertake to tell you that, where 
there are a hundred or more men. 

Question. Whereabouts did you see Harrill ? 
Answei\ As I went to the door. 

Question. When you went out or in ? * 

Ansivei\ When I went in the last time. 

Question. That was after all the beating was over ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was when you saw him ? , 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

• Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, was anything said about the convention ati:hat time ? 
Anstver. Well, sir, if there was I have forgotten. 

Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, where were the horses? Did any of these men' have 
horses there ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were they hitched ? 

Answer. At the left hand of the gate as I went out. They were hitch(?d as Jpou go 
from my door into the barn. 

Question. How far was it from the gate ? 

Answei\ It was fuither than from here to that gentleman. [About twenty feet.] 

Question. Did you see them get on their horses and go off? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was lying on ray bed. I heard the noise, though. • 

Question. Did you recognize any of the horses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there was a mare of James Sweazy's there. 

Question. What kind of a mare, sir ? 

Answer. A black mare, sir. 

Redirect, by Mr. Phillips : 

Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, in what condltition of mind and body were you at the 
time when that examination was made and affidavit taken by Mr. Bradley ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I was alive, and that was about all. I recollected them a-coming, 
but I didn't recollect when they went away. 

Quesilion. How long was it after the beating ? 

Answei\ Well, it was a week. 

Question. Were you likely to die ? 

Answer. I think I was, sir. I could not lay down ; they had to prop me up. 
Question. How long were you in that condition ? 

Answer. I cannot put on my clothes yet myself. I lay that way for three weeks 
or more. 

Question. What is your opinion about Mr. Harrill being there ? 
Answer. From the language we had it made mo think that was him. 
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Question. Did you think he was there ? 
, Answer. That was my opinion. 

* Question, You only thought he was there from his language ? 

Answer, I could not have told except from what he said ; I only idootificd him from 
what he said. 

• % 

TESTmONY OF PINCKNEY TISDALE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question, Mr. Tisdale, where do you live ? 
Answer. In Cleveland County. 
Question. What is your ago t 
Answer. Little past twenty-one years old. 
Question. Do you belong to the Invisible Empire f 
Answer, Yes, sir; I did belong to it. » 
Question. How long have you belonged to that organization ? 
Answer. I joined it last December, as well as I can recollect. 
Question. Did you take the oath ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you swear to do ? 

Answer. Well, I can't recollect now just all of it. I was sworn to obey my chief, to 
protect all my brothers, orphans, and widows. 
Question. Who initiated you f 
Answer. Sidney Wright. 
Question. W^liereabouts ? 

Answer. At Andy Ford's. He was present, and Puntsey Prior was present. 
Question. W^as it a long oath, sir? 
Answo'. No, sir, a very short one. 

[Counsel then read the oath of the Invisible Empire, as follows;] 
I, before the great immaculate God of heaven and earth, do take and subscribe to 
the following sacred binding oath and obligation : I promise and swear that I will 
uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States as it was handed down by 
our forefathers in its original purity. I promise and swear that I will reject and oppose 
the principles of the radical party in all its forms, and forever maintain and contend 
that intelligent white men shall govern this country. I promise and pledge myself to 
assist, according to my pecuniary circumstance8,all brothers in distress. Females, widows, 
and their households shall ever be specially in my care and protection. I promise and 
swear that I will obey all instructions given me by my chief, and should I ever divulge, 
or cause to be divulged, any secrets, signs, or passwords of the Invisible Empire, I 
must meet with the fearful and just penalty of the traitor, which is death, death, 
death, by the hands of the brethren." 

Question. Did you ever hear that before ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I heard that since I came here; I never heard^ll of it — the last I 
only heard since I came here. 

Question. What about the secrets ? * 
Answei\ I was sworn to keep them or be put to death. 

Question. You were sworn to obey your chief ; anything said about the radical 
party ? 

Answer. No, sir, not when I was sworn. 
Question. Anything told you afterward? ' 

Aiisirer. It was afterward they told me it was to put down the radical party. 
Question. Was the oath read to you or given to you by word of mouth ? 
Ansiver^ It was given to mo by word of mouth. 

Question. \Yho told you anything concerning the radical party in that organization? 
Anstcer, W^ell, I don't know as I can tell. 

Question. Did you ever hoar anything about the object of it in any meeting ' 

Answer. I never was in any regular meeting. 

Question. Who did you ever hear speak about it ? 

Answer. Dr. James Oliver Martin. 

Question. He belongs to it ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. Who else ; was Martin an ofiScer ? 

Ansicer. No. sir, he was no ofiScer. Marion Horde was chief. 

Question. What did you call your meeting? 

Ansiver. We only called them the Ku-Klux Dens. 

Question. Horde was chief? 

A7iswei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Give me another name ? 

Answer. I don't think anybody else ever told me that. 

Question. Were you in tho raid on Biggerstaff, sir ? 
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An8icei\ Yes, sir ; I was on it. 

Question. How came you to go ? , • 

Attstver» Marion Horde sent me word to meet him somewliere that night. I told him 
1 couldn't come; Jie met me the next day and told me I had to go. 
Question, Has he left home ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When did he leave? 
Answci'. Directly alter the election. 
Question. Did Mr. Horde go oh the raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did I understand you to say you never went to any meeting ? 

Ansivet'. Yes, sir ; I only went on the raid. 

Question. Did you go when Horde told you you must? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What part of Cleveland do yoij live ? 
Answer. Toward the Rutherford line. 
Question. How many went with you ? 

Answer. I can't tell you, sir, exactly, how many ; it was said over two hundred. 
Question. Did they all go from Cleveland ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did the rest come from ? 

Answer. I don't know where they came from ; they came in on the road. I believe 
the rest came in from Rutherford, at Mr. Glover's. 
Question. What did Horde say you were going for ? 
Ansiver. To whip Biggertaffibr assisting McGaha in killing Depriest. 
Question. W^hat had Depriest been killed for ? 
, Answer. I don't know, sir. 
Question. What did he say ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir, what he said. 

Question. Was Depriest a member of the order ; did he say that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He was a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. McGaha had killed a member of the Invisible Empire, and they were all 
coming up there to whip Biggerstaff for killing a member. Mr. Tisdale, you say you 
went on the raid with about two hundred, and some joined you in Rutherford county ? 

Jn8ica\ Yes, sir; the whole crowd was about two hundred. 

Question. Will you tell who went with you ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir, I think I have the names written down ; I will give them. These 
are the names of those who went with mo : Marion Horde, Pink Cabins, George Ca- 
bins, John Wiley, Frank Wiley, Anderson Williamson, Lafayette Williamson, Harrison 
Eskridge, John McKey, Web. Eskridge, Perry Gould, Amos Owens, Tom Covington, 
Tom Tucker, Mike Grigg, John Grigg, Mike Crowder, John Powell, Jake Magnus, 
Rufus Magnus, Bill»Sutherland, Bill Horn, George Parker, Dick Covington, Richard 
Horde, Sam Wethers. » 

Question. Are they all members of the Invisible Empire ? • 

Ansiver. I sui^pose so, or they wouldn't have been on the raid. 

Question. Mr, Horde told you there was to be a raid ; who did he say the raid would 
bo by 1 

Answer. He was the chief and the manager of the raid, and the raid was to be by 
the members of the order. 

Question. When he ordered you to go out on the raid, how did he order ; in what 
character ? 

Answer. Well, he sent me word by Mike Grigg to come for that purpose — to go help 
whip Biggerstaff that night. I told Grigg I couldn't go. I went over to Fortenbury, 
and he told me I had to go, so I went. 

Question. Did you go in disguise ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How was the party in that respect f 
Answer. Most of them were disguised. 
Question. What kind of disguises? 

Ansiver. Well, I can't tell you, sir | some out of paper ; some out of cloth, with horns. 
Question. Did you see that disguise they had — that Mr. Downey had in court ; was 
it anything like that ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know any of the persons that came out of Rutherford to go along? 
Answer. I didn't know but Mr. Owens ; he was down in Cleveland. Perry Gould, 
he was along. 

Question. Was any one else along ? 
Ansiver, Yes; Beu Gould. 
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(Enlcd out, it being objected to.) 

(^'uesiion. Did you know any Depriest in Rutherford ; any Fortune in liutherford ? 
Aimver, No, sir ; I didu^t know any of tliem until 1 camo here. 
(Jue^iion. Did you know Harrill? 

Jmurr. Not uutil after that happened ; after that happened I met him and the rest. 
Qiicsiion, How many were out of Cleveland, according to your judgment ? 
An8W€7\ I can't tell you. 

Question. How far was it from your place to Biggerstaff's I . 

Aimcer, About twelve miles. 

Question. Did you come by Cherry Mountain ? 

Answer. No, sir; I went right up the Rutherford road. We went up to Mathew 
Crowder's, and then they sent us up by the Johnson's place. 
Question, Did you come by Amos Owens's at all ? 
Ansim: No, sir. 

Question. How far did you live that way ? 

Ansiv€i\ I don't know, sir. Mr. Owens was along that night; he was down below; 
he knew everything that took place. 
Question. Did you know James Sweazy ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know Jason Wethrow ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but, if ho was along that night, I didn't ^ce lilm. 
Question. Did you join Calton f 
Anstvej', No, sir. 

Question. Did you know William Depriest ? 

Answa: No, sir. 

Question. Adolphus Depriest ! 

Answei'. No, sir. ^ 
Question. Joseph Depriest, Taylor Carson, Olin Carson, Benjamin Fortune, Thomas 
Fortune, Daniel Fortune, Leander Toms ? 
A7iswer. No, sir. 

Question. When you got to Biggerstaff's, what took place ? 

Ajisicer. Well, sir, I don't know ; they left some of us behind to help hold the horses 
and a great many that didn't hold the horses. 
Question. How many staid behind ? 
Answer. I can't tell you, sir. 
Question, Did you stay in the big road ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Didn't you stop there as a part of the plan ? 

Ansicer. We stopped there to hold the hdrses ; some went on and some staid. 
Question. You didn't see what was done at the house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, How long were you there ? 

Answer. Something like an hour or an hour and a half, or maybe longer. 
Question. About what time did you leave there ? 
Answei'. I can't tell, sir. 

Question. Did you hear anybody's name called that night ? 

Anstvei\ Yes, sir ; when we came back to Mr. Allen's they gave several names there ; 
they called James Sweazy and some others to come up and get a drink, and they all 
answered and went up and got a drink. 

Question. You didn't know Mr. Sweazy ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. All you have to say, then, is that a name was called and a man went up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other names that are not in this list that you gave ? 
Ansiccr. Well, I don't know as I heard any other name in that night. 
Question. You can give another name ; come, one now ? 

Answer. I can't give none but what I have given in. A part of us went off then and 
we turned to the road at Allen's, aud left the crowd down there. I have given all the 
names I know and all the names I heard there that night, and I have told all I can 
tell, sir. 

Cross-examination, by Strong, of defense : 
Question. You say you camo from Cleveland ? v 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you come with the main crowd ? 

Ansiver. Not all the way. 

Question. Did you come by the Johnson place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they sent us from Mathew Crowder's up to the Johnson place, and 
then we went up to the road. 
Question. Who were with you ? 
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Answej'. 1 clon^t know as I can tell, sir. 

Question. Did many go with you I • 
Answer. Not very many. 
Question. Tell who were with yon. 

Anstcer, Mike Crowder, John Grigg, Mike Grigg, Rufus Magnus, aud Weh. Eskridge, 
and the other names I gave in. 

Question. Why did they go up to the Johnson place ? 

Answei'. Well, sir, they^ent us there for some others — two others. 

Question. Who were they f 

Answer. Weh. Eskridge and Rufus Magnus; they were at the Johnson place. 
Question. Which way did the men f 

Anmc€fi\ I can't tell you; they met us a few miles above there. 
Question. Did they meet you at Allen's f 

Anstver. They were coming in all along the road. I can't tell you whether it was at 
Allen's or not. They were filing in all along the road up to Mr. Glover's. 
Question. You say you are a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you happen to be testifying here now I 

Answer. Well, I was taken up on a warrant and carried to Rutherford jail, and I 
came up and told all I knew. 

Question. Haven't you been promised you would not be prosecuted if you testified 
here f 

Answer. No, sir ; there was a man of my own country told me it was best to give up. 
Question. Has no officer ever told you that, sir ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has the officer of the Government told you so — the district attorney ? 
Answe7'. No, sir ; I don't know him. 

Qiiestion. Were you ever down here as a defendant or as a witness ? 

Answei'. I was down here. 

Question. You were released from custody ? 

Answei\ Yes, sif. 

Question. And you came to testify ? 
An82ce}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Haven't you had any conversation with any person hero about testifying 
against the defendants? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have been examined privately as a witness, haven't you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I went and gave all the names. 

Question. Who did you give all the names to ? 

Answer. I gave them to the grand jury and told Mr. Carpenter. 

Question. Did he tell you it would be better for you to tell all about it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Haven't you talked with any of the attorneys about this matter ? 
' Ansicer. No, sir; I never knew any of them. 

Question. I understand you to say that you heard that Horde said you were going to 
whip Biggerstaff for assisting in killing Depriest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Depriest was a member of the Empire ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Are you certain it was James Sweazy you heard called ? 

iinst(?e?*. Yes, sir ; his name was called and some one answered to the name; they 
told him to come up and take a drink, and he got off his horse and came up and took 
a drink. 

Question. Ain't there a large family of Sweazys there ? 

Answer. I have heard of the name of Sweazy, but I don't know, sir, whether they are 
there; 

Question. Are you still a member of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. I haven't had anything to do with it since the 8th of April. 

Question. How happened you to quit right off! 

Amwer. I never was in favor of it, anyhow. 

Question. Why did you join ? 

Answer. 1 was compelled to join it. I was talking about some one who had been 
beaten ;. they fell out with me on that account, and I was afraid of being whipped too, 
so I joined it. 

Question. Who threatened to whip you? 

Answer. 1 don't know who it was. 

Question. Was the reason you thought you were going to be whipped ? 
Ansicer. Well, I heard they were ^oing to whip me that night, and I was afraid they 
would do it, and I left my mother's about rundown and went off. As I got some way 
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np tho road I heard that they had whipped a black man and wero moving down mj 
way, 

Quesiion, Were you afraid of being whipped yourself? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. That's tho reason you joined ? 

Aiiswor. Yes, sir. They went to my house one night to whip me. 
Question. How do you know that ? 

Answer. They broke the door down, and there was n black boy there who saw them. 
Question. How long were you in it? 

Ansicer. I joined it in December, but l had nothing to do with it until the\ 2l8t of 
March. 

Question. Were you about to go on a raid then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And did you go on the raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Re direct examination, by Mr. Phillips: 
Question. What raid did you go on on tho 21st of March ? 
Ausiccr. The raid on Mr. Whistnant. 
Question. Why did you raid on Mr. Whistnant ? 

Answer. We raided on him because he was living in adultery. We took him out and 
struck him some twenty-five blows. 

Question. Well, sir, when you wero about to go on this raid, did Marion Horde give 
you any reason why you ought to go on the raid ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, He told you that if you did not go on the Biggerstafi raid you would bo 
whipped yourself? 
An steer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear any of the names of these parties you have given called that 
night ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; if they were I never heard. 
Question. Any Depriest or any Fortune? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was Whistnant a republican or democrat? 
Ansiver. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Didn't you know that he was a member of the order ? 

Ansicer. Ho told me one time he was. 

Question. Who did he live with in adultery ? 

Anstcer. Idon^tknow, sir. 

Question. Was he a member of the order then? 

Answer. I don't know, sir ; he told me once before he was a member, 

TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH FORTUNE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for tho United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Are yon a member of the Invisible Empire? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long ? 
Anstcer. I joined in 1869. 
Question. Were you on the McGaha raid? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who went on that raid with you? 

Answer. There was Alex. Mclntire, James Sweazy, Bill Mclntire, Alfred Sweazy, De- 
catur Depriest, Olin Carson, Julius Fortune, Lawson Teel. 
Question. Some other names? 

Anstcer. I don't know as lean recollect any other; Adolphus Depriest. 

Question. Any other Depriest ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Any Wethrow ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Any other Carson ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. How many w ere along on that raid f 
Answer. 1 think there were niu(^ 

Question. Well, were they members of the Invisible Empire? 
Answer. I reckon so. 
Question. Don't you know? 

Answer. They were at the meeting that night. • 
Question. How long had you been a member then? 

32 N C ' 
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Ansiver. I joined that night. I was sworn in that m<^ht. 

Question, Listen to this. [Reads the oath of the Invisible Empire, as before.] Did 
yon ever hear tliat before? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it ? 

Ansicer. That is the oath of the Invisible Empire. 
Question. That's the one you took ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were sworn in that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was the chief then ? 
Ayiswer. Decatur Depriest. 

Question. What has become of Decatur Depriest ? 
Answer. He is dead. 

Question. Who is said to have killed him ? 
Answer. James McGaha. \ 
Question. Where is McGaha. 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Have you been in regular connection with the Invisible Empke since the 
McGaha raid ? 
Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. In what Den were you ? 

Answer. They called it the Cherry Mountain Den. 

Question. What were the officers of that Den called ? 

Answer. Chief 

Question. He is the head-man ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Anybody after him ? 
Answei'. Grand Monks, I believe. 
Question. Any other ? 

Answer. Not as I know of. * ' 

Question. Who was Grand Monk up there ? 

Answer. They appointed me for one and Jim Gaddis. 

Question. Two Grand Monks? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you do? 

Ansicer. We never done anything. 

Question. That's the Cherry Mountain Den you speak of? 

Answer. Yes, sir. " 

Question. Were you ever at the meeting of any other Den? 

Answei'. 1 was at the Burnt Chimney Den. 

Question. Who was the chief of that ? 

Answer. It was said that Mat McBrier. 

Question. Amos Owens ; was he a memher of the Invisible Empire? 
A nsicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. James Sweazy ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' • 

Question. Jason Wethrow? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. John Caltou? 

Answer. I don't know anything about him) only he was there one night when a man 
was sworn in. 

Question. Did you allow anybody else except the brothers to be present ? 

Answer. 1 never knew it. 

Question. William Depriest ? 

Answer. I saw him at a meeting one night. 

Question. Adolphus Depriest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Joseph Depriest ? 

Answer. I don't know him. . 

Question. Taylor Carson ? 

Ans\ve)\ Yes, sir, he did ; he was sworn in. 

Question. Olin Carson. 

Answe)'. Yes, sir. * i 

Question. Benjamin Fortune? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was on a raid we made one night, but he said he never was 
Bworn in though. That was the raid on Mr. Justice. 
Question. James Fortune; did you know him? 
Answer. Yes, sir. • 
Question. Was he a member? 
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Ansiv€t\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Leander Toms? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw him at tLo meetings. 

Question, DaEiel Fortune? 

Aimncr. Yes, sir; I saw him at the meeting, too. 
Question. Amos Ilarrillf 
Anstver. I don't know anything about him ? 
Question. Samnel Biggerstaff? 

Answer. I don't know anything about him, except by the signs he gave me. 
Question. Give me the signs. 

[Witness gave and explained the signs as follows:] 

Answer. Well, sirj to find out if a man was a member, yon would pass your right 
hand along the lapel of your coat, up and down, and if he was one he would do the 
same on the other side with his left hand ; then you would run your forefinger of your 
right hand around the back of your right ear, and he would do the same with his left 
hand and left ear. Then there was a pocket-sign. To run your right hand in your 
right pocket (pants pocket) and place the heel of your left foot towards the inside of 
your right, and if he was a member he would do the same with opposite hand and foot. 
We had a sign in shaking hands — to press the forefinger of the right hand against the 
palm of the other party's and they would press your middle fingers iu turn. 

Question. You say you passed the signs with Samuel Biggerstaff! 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Alfied Biggerstaff? 

Answer. I saw him at the meetings. 

Question. Barton Biggerstaff if 

Anstver. Yes, sir; he gave me the signs. 

Question. Benjamin Gould ? 

Ahswei'. I don't know anything about him, only what I heard. 
Question. James Wilson? 

Answer. I don't know anything about him neither. 
Question. Alfred Early? 

Answer. I don't know anything about him either. 
Question. James McDaniels? 

Answer. I don't know anything about him, only what he told me. 
Question. What did he tell you ? 

Answer. He told me as we went on from here that ho didn't want any of us to tell 
when we got .up there. That was James McDaniels. He said that somebody didn't 
want u^^to tell what we knew about the Invisible Empire. He meant where he met 
us in the road, not to tell when we got to Raleigh. 

Question Did he give the name of somebody? 

Ansiver. He said Dick Martin told him. That was between Cherryville and Shelby. 
Dick Martin met him there and told him that Plato Durham sent him to meet us, and 
told us to come by Shelby ; that he wanted to see us all, and didn't want us to tell any- 
thing about what we knew. ' * 

Question. About what ? , 

An8we)\ About the Invisible Empire. 

'Question. When was that ? 

Answer. As we went on from hero to prison. 

Question. Last June ? 

Answer. I don't know what month it was. 

Question. Were you brought down here when the <Jourt was sitting before T 
Answer. Yes ; I ihink so. 

Question. You were brought down here and put in jail ? 
Answer. Yes»sir. 

Question. It was when you went back from here that you received that message ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And Jim McDaniel gave the message ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That's all you know about his being a member ? 
Answer. Yef, sir. 

Question. Did ho pass any signs with you ? 

Answer. If he did, I don't recollect. That was between Cherryville and Shelby, as 
we went on. 

Question. Did you go by Shelby ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see Mr. Durham there? 
Answei'. I saw him, but I never spoke to him 
Question. You had no conversation with him. , 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. James McDaniels ? 
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Answer, I don't know anything about him. 
Question. Achilles Durham ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I don't know anything about him. 
Question. Lawson Teel ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I saw him. 

Question. He is a member ? v 
Ansiver, Yea, sir 

Question. Were they all members of that Den or not, or some of thorn members 
of other Dens. " 
t Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't think they wero all from our Den. 

Cross-examination. (Strong :) ' 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense: 

Qmsiion. I understand you to say that Jim McDaniels said that Dick Martin had 
told him that Mr. Durham wanted them to come by Shelby? 
Answo'. Yes, sir. 

Qiiesiion. Didn't you know that Mr. Durham was a lawyer. 
Answe)'. Yes, sir ; he had been down here to court. 
Question. He was your lawyer and the lawyer of the rest of them ? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were all released on bail, and "when you were going back you all 
received this message. 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was James McDaniels in it at the time. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he told you about this message. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, That's the only reason you have for believing he was a member of the In- 
visible Emy)ire. 
Answei*. Yes, sir. 

Question, Were you in this Biggerstaff raid, sir ? 

(Objected to and objection sustained.) WitnQSS was told to stand aside. 

TESTIMONY OF JAMES NOLAN, 

Interrogatories by coupsel for United States, (Phillips:) 

Question. What is your name ? ^ 
Answer. James Nolan. 

Question. Are you a member of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answe}', Yes, sic. 

Question. W^heu did you join ? 

Answer. The second Saturday night in last April. 

Question. Who initiated you ? 

Answer. Thompson Brad. ^ 
Question, What Den did you belong to ? 
Answer, It was not numbered. 
Question, Were you sworn ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever heard this ? [Counsel for Government then read oath of In- 
visible Empire.] 
Answer, I took that, and I think a little more with it. 
Question, What additional did you take ? 
Answer, I took one about like that. 
Question, What was there more ? 

Answer, I don't know whether I can tell you or not. The man that gave me the 
oath was longer at it than it woukl be to read that over. 
Question, The substance of this oath you took ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You don't recollect what more ? 
Answer, It was to renounce the radicals. 

Question. Do you know James McDaniels and Joseph McDaniels, and do you know 
Achilles Durham ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Are they members of the order ? 
Answer. I saw them at the meetings. 

Question. You joined the second Saturday night in last April ; what day of the month? 
Ansiver, The Hth. 

Question, You saw them in that meeting ? 
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Anstcer. I saw James McDaniels at tbat first meeting, and I saw James McDaniels 
and the other two at a second meetiujj. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Strong for defendants : 
Qiwstion, Yon say yon took this oath, and a little more f 
Jnsiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Don't yon know that that is the very oath you took, and not a word raore^ 
JwsR'cr. It seemed to me like it. 

Question, You are laughing ; is there anything in that oath very funny ? 

Jnsiver. I don't think there is. 

Question, Was there anything more in it ? 

Answe}'. It seemed to nie like there was. I don't recollect what more there was. 
Question. What was the oath yon took ; let ns see if you can recollect it ? 
Ansiver. I don't recollect all of the oath. 
Question. State to the best of your recollection what it was." 

Answer. The first of it was that you took in the presence of the immaculate God. 
You took these obligations, but as he read it I can't recollect it ; I never heard it but a 
time or two. 

Question. Has it been read over at Kaleigh ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who read it to you ? 

Answer. I never heard it, except in court. 

Question. Never heard it after you joined the order, except here f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And you cannot repeat it? 
Answci*. No, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF WILUAM COVINGTON. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips:) 

QueMion. Where are yon from, sir ? 

Answer. I live in Cleveland County. 

Question. What part of the county ? 

Answer. Up in the northeastern — northeast of Shelby. 

Question. Do you know Pinckney Tisdale ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you a member of the Invisible Empire T 

Answer. Yes, sir. * " . 

Question. When did you .join? 
Answei\ Some time last fall. 

Question. Who initiated you ? ' 
Ans2ccr. Richard M. Horde. 
Question. Were you sworn, sir ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Listen to this and see if you ever heard it before. [The counsel then read 
oath of the Invisible Empire.) 

Aimocr. Soinethiug like that I took ; I don't know that it is precisely the same words. 
Something like that was administered to me. 

Question. Were you ever on any raid? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was on a raid that was made on ^Ir. Hawkins. 

Question. Where does he live? 

Answer. About a mile and a half from where I live. 

Question. What was that for ? 

Ans^ce)\ Because he had moved a man out of the country; a man by the name of 
McGaha. 

Question. What were his politics ? 
Answer, He was a republican. 
Question. What did they do with him? 
Anmcer. They whipped him, I suppose. 
Question. Were you there ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I wasn't exactly there, but I was off a little way. 

Question. How close did you go ? 

Anstcer. Some two hundred or three hundred yards. 

Question. You say you were on a raid against a man named Hawkins, in Cleveland? 
Answei*. Yes» sir. 

Question. Did you hear anything going on at the house ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you hear ? 

Ansicer. I heard something like they went into the house and taking him ont. I 
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heard thorn talking right smart. I could hoar him once in a while. I could not hear 
what they said. 

Quesiion. When they came back what did they say? 

Aiisiver. They said they had whipped him. 

Question. Were you ever on any other raid? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who on? 

Answer. On a little negro. 

Question. What was that for? 

Avsivcr. They said he had been abusing the children of a couple o€ widows close by, 
and ho did sonlething to some man's stock. So we went and gave him a good brushing. 
Question. How old was he? 

Answer. Sixteen or eighteen years of age. On that same night there was a boy 
living a few miles close by that had done something about the school — he done his 
business there— and it was proposed by some of tho party to go and scare him, not to 
-whip him. While they were going to this little boy's house they carao across a man 
named Jason Bridges.. Ho was in his wagon, and they stopped him and talked to him 
a little bit, and some of I hem gave him a few licks. 

Question. What was that about? 

Answer. For ill-treatiug his wife. 

Quesiion. What politics? 

Answer 1 don't know. 

Quesiion. Did you ever hear him say what his politics were? 
Answer. I don't know as I ever have, sir. 
Question. Ever hear anybody say in his presence ? 
Ansiver. His folks all voted the republican ticket. 
Question. Did you hear anything said that uight ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. After this little boy. 

Question. Was that a white boy or a black boy ? 

Answer. A white boy. Ho wasn't at home. I was on another raid. 

Question. Who was that against? 

Answer. Jack Welluian. 

Question. He was a negro ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What did you raid against him about? 

Answer. I don't know what all. There was a great deal laid against him. His 
neighbors said he Vvas cutting up right smart. 
Question. About what? 

Answer. I believe they said he was pretty sassy, and he had a crowd of colored j)eople 
there with gnus in the settlement, and that he was teaching a negro school. 
Question. What else ? 

Answ&r. I believe that was about the height of what I can recollect they had against 
him. 

Question. Any other raid, Mr. Covington? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I was on another little raid, but there was nothing done. 
Qwcs/ion. What was that? 

Answer, There came a colored man in the settlement 

Quesiion. What was his name ? 

Ansiver. He had two or three names. Some called him Harry Grows. It was re- 
ported he had run away from some place for stealings. We went to the house where 
he lived to run him out of the country, but when we went there he was not there. 

Question. Do you know that all those that went on these raids were members of the 
Empire ? 

Answer. It was supposed so. 

Quesiion. Any officer go along with you ? 

Answer*. Yes, sir ; the chief. 

Question. How did you get information where to go? 

Answer. Sometimes we would get information at the meetings. 

Quesiion. Were you upon this Biggerstaff raid ? 

Answer. No, sir; I was not upon it. 

Quesiion. Wore you iu a meeting that decreed that raid ? 

Answer. I was in tho meeting when the time was sot, but I wasn't in the meeting 
when the sentence was passed. 

Quesiion. What was that sentence? 

Answer. Two hundred lashes. 

Quesiion. What meeting was that you were in ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I don't know, just a meeting that they had there. 
QtLcstion. What was he whipped for, do you know ? 
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Anstvcr. Well, sir, what tbey said against bim was, that he ha<l shot at liis brother 
in the nij^ht some time or another, at his half-brother. They said ho was a mean 
man. It was something that way. 

Question. Was or wns not anything said abont his politics? 

Answer, I really don't recollect, sir. 

Question. Give the best of yonr impression. 

Answer. I believe they said ho had been most every sort of man ; he had been a con- 
servative Union nian» and secci-sionist. 
Question, What was he then ? 
Answer. I think he was a republican. 
Question. He was to have two hundred lashes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of you were there decreed it? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, how many. There was a right smart crowd of us. 
Question. Can you come within twenty of it ? 
Answer. I should think there was some thirty to fifty. 
Question. That was in Cleveland County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Cross-examined, for defense, by Mr. Strong: 
Question. You say that you were a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you, or were you not, in Raleigh last June ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you come down there? 
Answer. I was arrested and brought here. 
Question. On what charge ? 

Anstver. Weil, sir, I suppose I was accused of being in this raid on Mr. Biggejrstaff. 

Question. How did you come down? 

Answer. I came in charge of Mr. Boshcr. 

Question, Who was he ? • 

Answer. A <leputy marshal, I suppose. 

Question. Where "did you stay ? 

Answer, I stnid one night in Mr. Carrow^s office, and the balance of the time in jail 
until I was relieved. 

Question, How did you get out of jail? ^ 
Answer. I gave bond. 

Question. When did you come back again ? 
Answa-. I came back last Tuesday a week ago. 

Question, You were brought down here on the charge of being on this BiggerstaflPs 
raid ? 

Answci'. I suppose that was it. 

Question. I understood you to say you were not in that raid ? 
Answer-, No, sir; I was not in that raid. 

Question. You have spoken of a good many raids here. You have spoken of a colored 
man by the name of Wellman. Was he not in the habit of stopping people on the 
road, and drilling a company at night? 

Ansxeer. They said they had guns over there among them. 

Question, Don't you recollect healing of his stopping people on the road, and causing 
them to pass around the other way ? 

An8we}\ I didn't hear that they had been drilling. I heard that the people were 
afraid to pass that way. ^ 

TESTIMONY OP JAMES ALLEN. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips;)* 
Question. Where do yon live? 
Answer, In Rutherford County. 

Question. Whereabouts ? ' 
Answer. A mile and a half east of the court-house. 
Question. How near Aaron Biggerstaff 's ? * 
Answer. About two miles and a half. 

Question. Do you recollect the time at which he is said to have been whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. •/ 

Question. Did you see anybody that night? 

Atmver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Anybody particular ? 

.Answcr^l didn't see but one person, sir, that I knew that night. 
Question. What was it you said ? 
Answer, 1 saw some* persons disguised. 
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Question. What time of night ? 

Anmer, As they weut pff, sir, I suppose it was about 11 o^clook. 
Question. How many were along? 

Answer, Well, I cau'^t tell. I didn't see but about ten or twelve that got down, and 
came iu the house. 

Question, How many, sir, did you suppose were there altogether ? 

Answer, I suppose about sixty or seventy. 

Question, When did they get down ? 

Answer. Tliey got down as they came back. 

Question. Did they get down as they went up t 

Answe)'. A couple did, sir. 

Question, Did you know them T 

Answer. 1 think I knew one of them, sir. 

Qiiestion, Who was it ? 

Answei\ Mr. Hambrick. 

Question. Which Hambrick? 

Answei\ George. 

Question, Was he disguised ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You say some got down as they came back? 
Ansxcer, Yes, sir; I suppose ten or twelve. 
Question. What did they say ? 
Answer, Well, sir, they said a good many things. 

Question. State to these gentlemen what they said. [Meaning the jury.] 
Answer. They aiked me who there. I told then Allen ; they a^iked me what 
^ Allen ; I told them Jim Allen ; and they asked me if it was Red String Allen, and I 
told them it was ; they asked me a good many questions which I don't recollect. 
Counsel. Tell the conversation as well as you can recollect. 
Witness. They told me they were going to kill the radicals out of the country. 
Question. Did they say where they had been ? 

Anstver, I don't know that they did. They said, We have given your friend Bigger- 
staff hell to-night," and they said they gave him four hundred lashes. Then they asked 
me if I voted for the constitution. I told them that I did; and they asked me if I 
voted with the negroes, and I told them I reckon, with the majority of them. 

Question, 1 understand, Mr. Allen, that they had a conversation with you as they re- 
turned. Was it the night Biggerstaff was whipped ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; and I suppose there was as many as I mentioned. 

Question, They asked you how you had voted ? 

Answew Yes, sir. 

Question, What else did they say about your politics ? 

Answer. Well, I believe that was nil, sir; they said more than I can tell now. 

Question, How long were they there ? 

Answer, I suppose about a half an hour. 

Counsel. Well, go over it again ; I want to understand. 

Witness. Well, they asked me who lived there. I told them it was Red String Al- 
len. Then they asked me what made me a damned Red String. I told them because 
I thought it was right ; then they asked me if I loved the negro and voted with them, 
and so On. I told them I suppose I voted with the majority .of them. 

Question. Did they say anything about your voting hereafter ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they told they wanted me to be right, from now on, for a white 
man. 

Question, Did they, or did they not, ask you if you knew any of them ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; they asked if I was going to sWear against any of them. I told 
them I was not, and they said if there was going to be any swearing going on, th^y 
were coming back ne^jt Saturday night, and there would be some killing done. 

Question, Did they, or did they not, ask for liquor ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they did. 

Cross-examination by Strong : 
Interrogatories by counsel for defense : 
Question, Were these men disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were disguised— all but about two, that I saw, sir. 
Question. Two had no disguises on ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, How were they disguised ? 

Anstcer, Well, different ways. Some had on gowns, and some simply just a dress 
over their heads, and caps, or something, over faces. They had false-faces on. 
Question. You didn't see any Other disguises at all ? # 
Ans^jcer. Well, I saw different sorts, sir. They were disguised just alike; I believe 
all had horns except two. I was very much excited. * 
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Question, Which way did they go ? 

Answer. I don't kuow. I can't tell you which way they camo as they came back. 
Question. Didn^t you know that they came by the Lincoluton road I 
Ansivei', No, sir. 

Question. Which way does Biggerataff live from you 1 
Avsivei'. West. They went off west. 
Question. How did they come back ? 

Answer. They came back coming westerly. Some took one road to my house and 
some the other. 

Question. They all went in a western direction I 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you have any light then ? 
A7i3we^\ Yes, sir ; I got a good light. 

Question. Well, sir, you say that you recognized one man. How did you recognize 
him ? 
Aimcer. By his face. 
Question. What was his name ? 
Ansivcr. George Hambrick. 

Questimi. Well, now, sir, you could see the eyes of these men? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I could. 

Question. Could you tell the color of the eyes ? 

Ansivcr. Not well, sir ; I was excited. 

Question. Do you mean to say that, with a bright light there, you couldn't toll the 
color of the eyes ? 
Ansieer. I say I was excited, sir. 
Question. You couldn't tell the color of their eyes ? 
Ansicer. I couldn't now. 

Question. Which way do these defendants live; which side of Mr. Biggerstaff; didn't 
they all live on the other side of Biggerstaff from you ? 
Attsice}\ No, sir, they didn't all ; the majority of them, I believe, did. 
Question. Tell which of them lived east. 
Answei*. Amos Owens; ho lived northeast from there, sir. 
Question. Did he live about north from there, sir ? 

Ansicei'. I won't swear to the court — in fact, I am not very well acquainted in that 
country. • 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. THOMPSON. 

Interrogatories by counsel for UHited States, (Mr. PniLLiPa :) 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. In Rutherford County, sir. - — 

Question, What's your age f 

Anstcei\ I am going on lifty-three years old. 

Question. How long Iiavo you lived in Kutherford ? . • 

Answer. Going on lour years. 

Question. Where did you live before ? 

Ansicer, In McDowell County. I was raised in Burke. 

Question. Which direction in Rutherford County do you live ? 

An8tcer4 I think it is rather northwest. 

Question. Aro you iTear the McDowell line ? 

Answer. I suppose it is, sir, something like ten miles from the McDowell line. 

Question. Do you belong to the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. Well, I went into what they called the white man's party. 

Question, How long ago was that ? 

Ansicer. About three years ago. 

Question. Was it the White Brotherhood or the white man's party ? 

Ansiver. As well as I understand, it was the white man's party. 

Question. Who initiated you into that ? 

Answer. Mill s Walker. 

Question. You didn't know him ? 

Ansicer. I never saw him before nor since. 

Question. How about the Invisible Empire? 

Aiisicer. I never taken an oath into that, but I went to the meeting. 

Question. You never took an oath, but went to the meeting ; who took you there T 

Answer. Yes,. sir. William Edgerton, the chief of the Den. He was appointed chief 
when they organized it. Before they did organize it, sir, I was at a sale, and I saw Bill 
Edgerton — he belonged to the white man's party too — and he told me that the sigus^ 
had bet n changed. He took me oUt behind the store and gave me the signs. 

Question. What signs T 

Answei', The right hand over the left ear and the right ear. 
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Question. What other sigiiB? 

Ansicer. Puttiug the hand over the collar and putting the hand in the pocket. 
Question, Did .von ever attend the meeting ? 

Answei', Yes, sir. He told me when I got those signs I was all right. 

Question. Where was the lirst meeting yon attended ? 

Ansiccr. In Polk County. 

Question. How many were present ? 

Answer. I don't know that I could tell you. Some seven or eight at that meeting — 
maybe more. 

Question. Give me some of them. 

Ansim'. There was Tom Edgerton, John Whiteside, Jones Williams, Bill Edgerton, 
Tom S. EllTot. myself, Marvin Nobililat. 
Question. Was Elliot an officer ? 

Ansieer. Yes, sir; he was head man at the first meeting I was at. William Edgerton 
was chief in Rutherford. He was appointed chief at the next meeting. 
Question. Was anything said there, and what ? 
Ansicer. There was but very little said at that meeting. 

Question. Well, Mr. Thompson, you say you were at a meeting with Mr. Edgerton, 
in wbich Mr. Elliot was chief? ^ 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Edgerton a Polk man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did he say were the objects of the association ? 

Ansiver. There was not but very little said. He said that the object was to put 
•down the oppressive laws in the country, and to have a white man's government; to 
prohibit negroes and white people from mixing together, to put down the revenue 
laws, and to have a white man's government. 

Question. How was it to be done ? 

Ansivefi: I don't recollect that he said how it was to be done at that meeting. 

Question. Did he say anything about raids? * 

Anmvei'. Not at that meeting. 

Question. Is that all that passed at that meeting? 

Anrnver. All that I recollect, sir. 

Question. That was at Rock Spring ? ^ 
Ansive)'. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. Did you attend any other meeting ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. It was in Rutherford County, about two miles from where Edger- 
ton was keeping a store. 

Question. Did you meet in a house ? 

Ansivej'. No, sir. It was in the woods, in a hollow. When the men were told to go 
down m the hollow they hitched their horses together. 
Question. Did you meet in the day or night ? 
Answer'. It was in the night — generally in a still-house. 
^Question. In the woods ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; up in a branch. 
Question. How many met there? 

Answer. I think there was betwixt twenty-five and thirty — probably thirty. 
Question. Was Edgerton there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. . ^ 

Question. This was in Rutherford County ? Give some other names, please, sir. 

Ansicei'. ]Marion Nobilat, John and Sam Williams, ana Jim Grant were there. 

Question. Was anything said there about what you were to do ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who by ? 

Ansuwr. William Edgerton and Thorn S. Elliot. 
Question. Was anything said about Edgerton's authority, and so on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; there was. When Edgerton was appointed chief at that time 
Thom S. Elliot was chief before him, and he was appointed chief by Thorn S. Elliot. 
Question. Did Elliot say anything about his authority ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; he said he got his authority from Cleveland, from McAffee. 
Question. How about McAftee ? Did he say where ho got his authority from ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he said he got his authority from Joe Turner, editor of the Raleigh 
Sentinel. 

Question. What was it said that the association w^as to do? 
Anstver. After they had organized, to appoint ofBcers. 
Question. What sort ? 

Ansicer. Grand Monk, Grand Turk, and two Night-Hawks, and what they call the 
counselors. 

Question. What were the counselors ? 
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Answei; When anything came np tlicy were to sit and decido -what was to be done — 
the same as a jury, 1 suppose — the same as a committee. 

Qiiesiion. What did the chief of the Den tell the brethren there they were to do? 

Answer. Well, sir, he told them that the object of tliese meetings was to establish 
the conservative jmrty and to put down the ladical i>arty; that they were agoing to 
have a white man's government. He said this tiling of having negroes sitting in the 
jnry-box and going np to the polls and voting with white people was a ridicnlous thing ; 
there had to be a stop put to it. 

QuesHon. Was there anything said about how it was to be stopped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He said if they could not stop it another way, they would stop it 
by force of arms ; for ihey said they were bound to have a white man's goveniment — 
they were determined to have a white man's government at all hazards. 

Question. How long were yon there ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I could not say exactly how long. 

Question, Elliot was present ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. He said about where he got his authority from ? 

Avswer. Yes, sir : from McAlfec. 

Question. When was that ? 

Ansxcer, I think, sir, in February. 

Question. About last February 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, as near as I recollect. 

Question. When was it you first saw Edgertou "when he told you the signs had been 
changed ? 

Answer. I think it was about the last of January or the first of February. 
Question. This meeting in Polk County, how long did that occur before the other? 
Answer. It was on the Sunday night afterward. Wednesday, I think, I was in Polk 
County, and he was there on Sunday night right afterward. 

Question. Hov many meetings have yon been in, Mr. Thompson? 
Answer. I think, sir, but I am not positive of five, and probably six. 
Question, Were you ever on a raid? 
Answer, No, sir ; I never was on a raid. 

Question. Was there anything said about going to the relief of brethren ? 

Anstcei'. Yes, sir ; they said they were sworn to give aid to their brethren ; then told 
them if any got into a diflSculty for being out on a raid, and they were put into jail 
for it, that they should be relieved if the jail had to be torn dowB to do it. 

Question. Was there any oath taken ? 

Ansiver. Ye"s, sir ; there was an oath. 

Question. Just listen to this, and see if you have ever heard it before. 
[Counsel then read the oath of the Invisible Empire, as before.] 
Answer. Well, 1 have heard a good deal of that. There is a little difference from 
the one I have taken. 

Question. What difference ? 

Anstcer, Well, that speaks about the great, immaculate God. I think that, if I un- 
derstood it, they swore solemnly before Almighty God. There was some other little 
differences. I think I can repeat the most of it. Where one was going to take it 
called, I, So-and-so, do solemnly swear." I will repeat it as I took it: •* 1, John W. 
Thompson, do, of my own free will and accord, I do solemnly swear before Almighty 
God that I will support the Constitution as it was decreed to us by our forefathers. I 
furthermore swear that I am on the side of justice and humanity; that I denounce the 
radical party ; that I go for intelligent white men to rule and govern this country. I 
furthermore' swear to give aid to a brother in distressed circumstances. I furthermore 
swear that I will obey all rules and regulations pertaining to this order. I further- 
more swear that females, friends, widows and their children, and orphans shall ever 
be the object of my especial love and protection. I furthermore swear that should I 
divulge or cause to be divulged any signs, secrets, grips, or pass-words pertaining to 
this order, I shall suffer the jieualty of a traitor's doom, which is death, death, death, 
at the hands of the brethren." 

Quesiion. Anything said about obedience? 

Answei\ It was the same about obeying the laws and regulations of the order. 

Cross-examined, for defense, by Mr. Strong : 

Question. Mr. Thompson, just repeat that oath as you recited it over again. 
(The witness repeated the oath, as before given.) 

Anstcer. That is as well as I recollect it, sir. There might be some little difference 
or mistake in it. I got this oath and put it on paper, committed it to memory, and 
burned it. 
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Testimony for defense, 

TESTIMONY OF IvATE DEPEIEST. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question, Do you know William C. Depriest? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Are you any kin to him ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; be is ray fatber. 

Question. Are you any relation to Adolpbus Depriest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; be is my brotber. 

Question, Well, do you know tbe nigbt wben tbe raid, as tbey call it, was made on 
Mr. BiggGrstaff ? 
Answer, I do. 

Question, Wbat reason bave you to know tbat? 

Aiiswer, Well, I know it because I beard tbe fuss that nigbt, and be said be was 
whipped tbat nigbt. 

Question, Where were you tbat nigbt, ma'am ? 
Answ€7\ I was at borne. 

Question, How far did you live from Biggerstaff at tbe time wben this raid was made 
npon him ? 

Anstcer. It was about a mile, tbe nearest way ; but by tbe road it is a mile and a 
half. 

Question. State where you lived tbat nigbt, and wbat took place there. State where 
your father and brotber were. 

Answer, Well, tbey were at home tbat nigbt, and I don't know exactly when brotber 
Adolphus laid down. He was gone to bed some time before I did ; so did father. He 
just laid down before I did a few minutes, and I left Uncle John Calton up. 1 never 
went to sleep, but when he went to bed I knew wben it was. Tbe clock stnick ten just 
as J laid down. It was after I went into the loom. I don't remember whether it was 
just before or after I laid down ; and then 1 waked father. I never went to sleep until 
nearly 11 o'clock. When I woke up I heard such a fuss tbat I got up and went out on 
the porch, and waked Uncle John Calton, and he said he didn't hear it ; be had been 
asleep. He got up and went out on tbe porch with me, and we beard it, and then I 
waked up niy father and told him to come out and listen at it; and then 1 went into 
mother's room, where my brother was. I bad to shake bini and talk to him a while 
before I could get him awake. We all went out on the porch, and we beard it. The 
noise went off like. 

Question. Which way did it go ? 

Anstcer. It went toward south from our bouse. 

Question. Which road did they go? 

Anstver. They went the Lincolnton road. 

Question. You say that your uncle, John Calton, was there tbat nigbt. Any of tbe 
rest of the family there with him? 
^n^tm*. His wife and two little children. 
Question. Did i he Caltous stay up later than you did ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; Uncle John didn't lie down. I reckon bo" only just slept with bis 
clothes on. His oldest child wouldn't sleep, and I went and fixed the bed in the little 
room where I slept, so that he might sleep, and bis wife slept with the child in there. 
He was asleep on the side of the house toward Biggerstaff. I slept on the other side. 

Question. What was the condition of your health ? 

Answer. I was sick, and bad been sick from Friday on. I slept in a shed-room — a 
room in the other end. 

Question. What sort of noise was it you beard ? 

Answei'. Just simply screaming and hallooing; I never beard any guns. 
Qnestion. How long did it last ? 

Ansioe)'. Not very long after 1 woke up. My fatber was in bed when I went in there, , 
but be was not asleep. Alter the fuss all went over 1 laid down, and the clock struck 
1. I knew it was after when I got up. 

Question. Where was Joe that night? 

Answer. He was not home ; be had left tbat evening, to go to bis store, and said he 
was not coming back home, and didn't come until morning; it was too far to walk 
from his store. 

Question. How far was it ? 

Answer. It was tivu miles, I reckon. 

Question. Which direction was it? 

Answer, Toward tbe bouse. 
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Interrogatory by jnryman : 
Queslion. Ploase state wliat your father's name was. 
Answer, William C. Deprieat. 
No cross-examination. 

TESTIMONY OF ADELINE FORTUNE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Mr. Strong :) 

Question. Where were you the night of this first raid on Mr. Biggerstafft 
Answer. I was at home. 

Quesiion. How far is that from BiggerstatFs T 
Answer. About a n)ile and a half from there. 

Quesiion. Do you know anything about whore I5en Fortune, Daniel Fortune, and 
Joseph Wilson were that night? 
Ansicei\ They were there at home. 
Quesflon, Do* you live in the same house with them? 

Answer. No, sir. I just live a few steps from them; about eight feet from the room 
where they went up-stairs. 
Question. Jnst state now where you saw them that night. 

Ansiver. I staid in their room with them till, I reckon, about 10 o'clock, and then I 
went into my room; and I saw them about 11 o'clock go up-stairs to bed ; and I sat 
down in my room-door and staid there. After a while I went out into the yard and 
I heard a hollering. 

Question. What were you doing sitting up? 

Answer. Just a-tal king. 

(^)«e8^ioH. Who was there? 

Answer. James Warwick Walker, Joseph Wilson, and Ben and Joe Fortune. I was 
in the same room with these four youug men till about 10 o'clock, and I saw them take 
a caudle and go up-stairs, and I sat down in the door, and there was no other way to 
get out. They could not have got out only coming that way, because there is no other 
way to get oat. Up-stairs is a loft. 

Question. How long did you stay there at the door ? 

Ansiver. A right smart while. I could not tell you exactly how long. 

Question. You heard a fuss ? 

Anstce7\ Yes, sir; I heard a hollering; but I never thought about nothing. 

Question. W^hich way was it? 

Answer. Down towaid Mr. Biggerstaflfs. 

Question. Had you gone to bed ? 

Answei\ No, sir; I had just stepped out into the yard. 
Question. Did you see these boys ? 

Answer. No, sir. They was up-stairs ; for they could not get out. 
Question. What was the reason of your sitting up that night? 
Anstver. Well, sir, my cousin was there, and we had some little company. 
Question. How far were you from these stairs where they went up? 
Answer. Not more thau about eight feet. And they could not have come down 
without my seeing them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. What relation are you to the Fortune boys ? 
Answer. I am their aunt. 
Question. Any relation to Joseph Wilson ? 
An8iDei\ Me and his mother are about second cousins, I reckon. 

TESTIMONY OF J. W. WALKER. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. Do you know when this raid on Mr. Biggerstaff occurred ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; about the 8th of April. On that night, I believe. 
Question. Where were you on that night? 
Answer. With Mr. Fortune. 
Question. Which Fortune? 
Answer. At^lr. Pleasant b^ortunc. 
Question. Who lives there, sir? 
Answer. His family. 

Question. State whether or not did ^Ir. Benjamin Fortune live there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Daniel Fortune live there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Joseph Wilson live there ? 
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Ansxvci'. No, sir. ♦ 
Question, Where was he that night ? 

Answer, There was Mr. Doc. Fortune, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Daniel Fortune; they were 
there, and went to bed while I did — that is, Mr. \Vilson, Mr. Doc. Fortune, and myself 
went to bed together, and Mr. Daniel went to bed before we did. 

Question. About what time of night was that ? 

Answei', 1 suppose about 11 o'clock, as near as I can tell. 

Question. Where did you sleep ? 

Answer. Slept up-stairs. 

Question. What kind of a room was it up-stairs? 
Answer. Large room. 

Question. Any windows or doors up there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a door. 

Question, Which door ? 

Answer, The door as yon went up-stairs. 

Question. You didn't notice any other door but that ? 

Aimvei\ No, sir. 

Question. What did you do up-stairs ? 
Answer, We went to bed. 
Question. Go to sleep ? 

Ansim\ No, sir ; some half an honr, I reckon, before I went to sleep. 

Question. How long did you talk up there ? 

Ansivei'. About a half an honr, as near as I can tell. 

Question. Did yon hear the fuss at Biggerstati's ? 

Answer. No, sir; I didn't. 

Question. How far is that from BiggerstafTs ? 

Answcf)'. A mile and a half. 

Question. How did you happen to be there that night ? 

Ansivci'. Went on a visit. 

Question. Who did you sleep with ? 

Answer. Mr. Joseph Wilson. 

Question. Did you wake up any during the night? 

Answer. Just a time or two; I don'c know whether it was in the fore part of the 
night or before day. 

Question. What time did you wake np the next morning? 
Answer. Tolerably early. 

Question. Who did you see when you woke up ? 

Answer. They were all there— -Mr. Wilson, Mr. Doc. Fortune, and Mr. Daniel For- 
tune, they were all in the room, as I said. 

Question. Do you know Miss Adeline Fortune ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see her that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did she live from there ? 
Answei'. The two houses are about eight feet apart. 
No cross-examination. 

TESTIMONY OF MAR THA A. BIGGEKSTAFF. 

Interrogatories by couusel for defense: 
Question, Are you any relation to Samuel Biggerstaff, the defendant ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir ; he is ray father. 

Question. Do you know when this first raid was made on Mr. Biggerstaff? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir; it was on the 8th day of February, at night. 
Question. Yon heard about the first raid happening to him? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Ho^ long a.fter it took place was it that you heard about it? 
Ansiver. I think it was on Sunday, the next day. I went to church and I heard 
about it after 12 o'clock. 

Question, State where you were that night, and your father. 

Ansiva-. I was right at home that night, all night. My father started to Cave Creek 
after a load of corn, and it was after 10 o'clock that night when he came home. After 
he came home he put away his horse and came in the house, and I went in , the kitchen 
with him to help to fix the supper. While they were eating the clock struck 11. When 
he got done he went into the back-house. When we went out he was lying there by 
the fire. She told him to get up and go to bed, and he did so. I was the last one that 
went to bed. We hadn't been to bed very long before the dogs made such a noise that 
I and my mother got up and went out of doors. After we went back, I heard my 
mother and father talking together, and tho clock struck 12 just as I went back, and 
I heard her and father talk. 
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Question. You say tliat your father bad goiio to Cavo Creek for a load of corn ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. My mother went with him. While they were at sapper the clock 
struck 11. I was waiting on the table. Me and mother stayed in the kitchen a while. 
Question. When did .you see your father next ? 

Answer. I saw him the next morning, just at daylight ; we got up and went by his 
bed, and he was there just at daylight. 

No cross-examination. 

TESTIMONY OF B. W. BABER. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Mr. Stroxg :) 
Question. Do you know the night when this first raid was niado on Mr. Aaron Big- 
gerstatf ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, sir, will you bo good enough to state whether you saw anything of 
Sauiuel Biggerstatf that ni^ht; when and where — all about it. 

Answer. I saw him that night with a load of corn in his wagon. lie. came in there 
at Mr. Thompson's, He left there about sundown, at Mr. Thompson's, and I left after 
he did and overtook him, and traveled with him to the head of my lane. It is about 
three miles from my houso to Mr. Thompson's. • 

Question. Who was with him, sir ? 

Avsictr. His wife. 

Question. Where did you overtake him ? 

Answer. About half a mile after he left Thompson's. I traveled with him about two 
and a half or three miles, and I left him at the head of my lane. I rude down to my 
house and the clock struck 9. It was a part of the road that was tolerably rough. 
He was traveling slowly. 

Question. How far was it from the head of your lane to where ho lived? 

Answn: Some two miles or a little upwards. 

Question. Which direction was he coming from with his wagon with reference to 
Cave Creek ? 
Answer. From Cave Creek. 
Question. What sort of a load of com was it ? 
Answer. He said he had twelve bushels. 

Question. According to the way he was traveling, how long would it take for him to 
get home? 

, Answej'. Well, sir, it was about two miles. From sundown to 9 o'clock it took us to 
go three miles. 

Cross-examination by Mr, Phillips : 
Question. Are you acquainted with any of the defendants? 
Answo'. Yes, sir. 
Question. Which of them? 

Answer'. Mr. Biggerstaff and my wife are cousins. 

Question. Which Biggerstaff? 

Ansiver. Samuel P. Biggerstaff. 

Question. Are you any relation to Mr. Depriest. 

Answer. Yes, sir; he is my brother-in-law. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Mr. Calton, is my brother-in-law. 

Question. Is your wife also a cousin to Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer. No, sir. » 

Question. Are you any kin to any of the rest of them ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Recess. 

Baber re-called. 

By defense : 
Question. Do you know Mr. James Sweazy ? 
Answc}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How far does ho live from yen? 
Ans^wcT. It is about three miles. 

Question. What sort of stock did he have at that time? 

Answer. He had some mules^ 

Question. Had he a black mare or not? 

Answei'. 1 don't kuow whether he did or not. 

Question. Mr. Baber, what political party do you belong to, sir ? 

Answer. I have always been a Union man. 

Question. Do you belong to the republican party now, sir? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; I vote that way. 

Question. Are you acquainted with the general character of Samnel BiggerstalF? 
Avsicer. Yes, sir; tolerably well. 

Question. Do you know what his reputation is among the neighborhood in which he 
lives. 

Answer. I don't know that I do. 

Question, You don't know what his neighbors generally say about him ? 
Anstvcr. I don't know that I could tell you. 

TESTIMONY OF COLUMBUS DEPRIEST. 

Interrogations by counsel for defense, (Mr. Strokg:) 
Question. Do you know Joseph Depriest? 
An8we)\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he any kin to you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, What kin ? 
Answer. Second cousin. 

Question. Do yon know the night when that first raid was made on. Mr. Biggerstaff f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you that night? 
Anstoei\ At home. 

Question. Was an5d)ody there with yon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; Joseph Depriest. 
Question. What time did you go to bed? 
Answer. About 9 o'clock. 

Question. Why do you think it was 9 o'clock f " 
Ansiver. It was that time by the clock. 
Question. Did you sleep all night, or did you wake up ? 
Ansu'cr. I woke up a time or two. 

Question. Wheu you woke up did you or did you not notice whether Joseph was 
there ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I slept with him. 

Question. Have you any reason for thinking you would have known it if he had got . 
out of the room. 

Answer. I don't think, sir, he could have got out without my being waked up. 
Question. What about the position of the door? 

Ansiver. There was a piece on the door across — a cross-piece—and he could not have 
got out without my being waked up, for he would have to make a right smart of fuss. 
Question. Where was he the next morning? 
Ansicer. He was at our house. 
Question, What time? 
Answer. He left about an hour by sun. 
Question. What time did you wake up ? 
Answer. I woke uj) about daylight. 
Question. Where was he, then ? 
Answer. He was with me. ' 

Question. How long after that was it before you heard of what they did to Mr. Big- 
gerstaff? 

Anstvei'. Well, sir, I started with him and heard it on the road that same day. 

Cross-examined by attorney for the Government, (Phillips:) 
Question. What did you say your name was, my son ? 
Answei'. Depriest. 
Question. What Depriest? 
Answer. Columbus Depriest. 
Question. How old are you ? 

Answer. I will be fourteen the 26th of next October. 

Question. Wheu did they talk to you about this first— about your being a witness 
here ? 

Answer. A few days after it was done. 

Question. Where were you when they were talking to you about it? 

Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Who spoke to you about it ? 

Answer. 1 don't know that, either. 

Question. Do you know what they asked you? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect what yon told them? 

Answer. Only that I told thorn he stayed all night with me. 

Question. Who is your father? 
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Answer, Randolph Depriest. 

Question, Are you a brother to Decatur ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was your father at home that night ? 

An8wcfi\ No, sir; he "was not at home. 

Question, What time did Joe come there ? 

Answer, Come near about dark. ^ 

Question, Was Joe iji the habit of coming over there t 

Ansxvei', No, sir ; not for some days. 

Question, How often has he slept there ? 

Answer, I cau't tell you, sir. 

Question, Did you ever sleep with him before ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How long ago ? 

Ansiver. About six months before that. 

Qilestion, Ever before that ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not that I remember. 

Question, He came there at sun down and was there all night ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many rooms to your father's house ? 

Atmve}\ Two sleeping-rooms. 

Question. How many rooms altogether? 

Ansiver, Three of them. 

Question, Where are the sleeping-rooms ? 

Answer, lu the back part of the house— the shed-rooms. We slept in the back end 
of the house. 

Question. There is fire-room there ? 

Ansiver, There is a tolerably large room, but not a fire-place 
Question, Where did your mother sleep ? 
Ansiver, In the same room that we did. 
Question, You and Joe sleep in the same bed ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Where does the door to that room lead to ? 
Ansiver, Out into the fire-rdom. 
Question, There is only one door to that room ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that you are tolerably easy to wake ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; tolerably. 

Question, Do you recollect now whether when Joseph Depriest slept with you before 
whether you waked up any during the night? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you wake up any last night in the night ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. x 
Question, Who did you sleep with last night ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir, who by ; with Havrill Depriest and some others. 

Question, How often did you wake up in the night ? 

Answer. Once, I reckon. 

Question, Were they all in the bed? 

Ansiver. All that I could feel. 

Question, Do you always feel for anybody sleeping with you ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you feel Joe that night ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; not that I remember. 

Question, What time did you go to bed that night ? 

Answer. About 9 o'clock. 

Question, When you waked up in the morning Joe was there still ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How far is that from Aaron Biggerstaff 's ? 
Answei\ A little over a mile. 

Question, How far does Joe live from there when he is at home ? 

Answer, A mile, I reckon. 

Question, Whereabouts is the store ? 

Answer, It is at the other side of Koberson Creek, about two miles and a half from 
our house. 

Question, You say that Joe came to your house and slept there all night ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. I don't think he could have got up without waking me. 
Question, Do you swear that you know ho was there all night ? 
Amwer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you as certain that he was there while you were asleep as while you 
were awake f 

. 33 N C 
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Ansiver* I don't see how he could have got up and left. 

Question, Did he sleep on the back side or front side of the bed ? 

Answer. On the front side. 

Question. Who else was in the room ? 

Anstver. Just us three. 

Question. Do you generally sleep alone, or sleei> tvith somebody ? 
Answer. I sleep by myself generally. 
Question. You say you are going on fourteen ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE DEPRTEST. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Mr. Strong :) 
Questibn. Your name is George Depriest ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the name of your father ? 
Answer. William Depriest. 

Question. Do you remember the time of the first raid on Aaron Biggerstaff ? 
Anstvcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you at the time of that raid ? 
Ansicer. I was at home at my father's. 
Question. Who was with you at your father's ? 

Ansicer. Well, there was John Calton and his wife and all the folks. 
Question. Is Calton any kin to you ? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he is my uncle. 

Question. You say your uncle John Calton-s wife was there ? 
Answer. l''es, sir. 

Question. Were any of his children there? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; two of them. 

^Question. Tell me who of your folks was there? 

Answer. My father was there and Adolphus was there. 

Question. Have you got any sisters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any of them there ? 

Answer. Katie, my least sister. 

Question. Have you any mother ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; she was there. 

Question. How long did John Calton stay there ? 

Answer. He staid there all night. 

Question. What time did he go away ? 

Answer. The next day — on Sunday. 

Question. About what time ? 

Answer. I wasn't at home. 

Question. Where did you go next morning ? 

Ansicer. 1 went over to the Sunday-school on the road. 

Question. What time did you go to bed that night ? 

Answer. About an hour in the night. 

Question. Tell, now, who had gone to bed, if any ? 

Answer. There was not any gone to bed when I did unless it was some of the least 
ones — some of the children. 

Question. Did you hear any fuss that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard a fuss about midnight. 
Question. How did you come to hear the Yuss ? 

Answer. My sister came to the bed where nie and Adolphus was lying, and woke us 
up, and we went out of the house and heard a hollering. 
Question. Which sister was it 1 
Answer. My sister Kate. 

Question. Who was out there when you went out on the piazza ? 
Answer. My father and my uncle John was standing there, and me and my brother 
Adolphus went out there together. 

Question. Could you hear the fuss plainly ? 
Answer. I could hear it pretty plain. 

Question. How far do you think it was in an air-line from your house? 
Answer. About a mile, I reckon. 

Question. How was your father dressed when you saw him out there ? 

Anmcer. In his sleeping-clothes. 

Question. How was John Calton and Adolphus ? 

Answer. In their sleeping-clothes. They were all there just as they jumped out of 
bed. 

Question. ^Vhat time next day did you get up. 
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Ansu'cr. About day-break. 

Question, Who was there when you got up ? 

Answer. All that I have mentioned. 

Question, Any other persons there next mornhig.? 

Ansicer. Not that I recollect. 

Question. Any other persons out on the piazza that night ? 
Ansivei'. My sister and mother and Mrs. Calton. 

Cross-examined for United States by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. Yo^ are a son of William Depriest ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, How old are you ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I am sixteen years old. 

Question. You were at home when the raid was made on Mr. Biggerstaff ? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, What night was that? 

Answer, I don't recollect the day of the month, but it was before Easter Sunday. It 
was last Easter. 

Question. What time did Mr. Calton come there ? 

Afisiver. The sun wasn't more than an hour high, and hardly that high. 
Question. How far does he live away from you ? 
Answer. About four or five miles. 
Question. Which way— east or west. 
Ansicer, It was east. 

Question. Which way from BiggerstaflPs ? 
Ansu'ei\ South. 

Question. Does your father live on the big road ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where doeS that big road run into the little road ? 
Answer. Toward McDowell's. 

Question. If you were going from your house toward Aaron Biggerstaff 's how would 
you go ? 

Answer. We would start east and turn south. 
Question. How would you go then ; by the big road ? 

Answer. Well, sir, if you wanted to go by the big road, you would go southeast. 
Question. W^ould that earry you to Biggerstaft's entirely ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. You would have to go over part of two big roads. 
Question. The road that runs by your father's house then runs both to the east and 
west ? 

Answer. The big road that comes to my father's it goes, sir, of a northwest way, and 
the road that goes to Biggerstaft's goes a west course. 

Question. How far is straight across to Biggerstaflfs the way a wagon would go ? 
Ansicer. Near the same distance. 

Question, You have a pretty straight pass- way, then ? \ 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it don't make much bend. ' 
Question, Where was your brother Joe? 

Answer, He wasn't at home ; he left home that evening before sundown. 
Question. You say you went to bed at what time ? 
Answer, About an hour in the night. 

Question. I understand you to say that some of the younger children went to bed 
before you ? 

Ansicer. I said there hadn't any gone to J)ed except the least ones. 

Question. Where did you sleep ? 

Answer, The north side of the house. 

Question. How many rooms in the house ? 

JlnsJt'c?'. Three or four. 

Question. Any of them up-stairs ? 

Answer. No, sir, 

Question. All down-stairs ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. « 
Question. Who did you sleep with ? 
Ansicer. Adolphus. 

Question. You said your sister waked yon ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, 

Question. When you got out in the piazza was your father out there ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; out in the porch. 

Question. Might not the noise have been somewhere else ? 
Answer. It seemed like it was there. 
Question. Did you see any disguised men that night ? 
Answer, No, sir ; not one. 
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Question. Did you bear any horses ridint; by your house that night ? 
Ansivcr. No, sir. 

Question. What did the noise appear like ? 
Answer. Men hollering. 

Question. What kind of a noise did they make ? 
Answer. Just a hollering like any one hollering. 
Question. Anything said there as to what was passing ? 

Answer. There was an old woman sick,, and everybody was looking for her to die, 
and some said it was her dying. 
Question. The same direction ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not exactly. 

Question. Then you thought the noise was over there ? 

Answei'. Some said it was that old lady, and others said that it was over on the big 
road. 

Question. Where? 

Answer. They didn't know where. 

Question. Was Aaron Biggerstafifs name mentioned that night ? 
• Answer. Not that I recollect. 

Question. Was there anything said about the noise being over at BiggerstafiPs ? 

Ansicer. Not that I recollect. 

Question. It seemed like an old woman dying ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it seemed to me like hollering. 

Question. Nothing said about Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. Not that I recollect, sir. 

Question. Was it crying; was it noise of grief? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was it a hurrah 1 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; it was just like men hollering as loud as they could holler. 

Question. Did you hear anything that was said f 

Answer. No, sir ; could not hear a word that was said. 

Question. Nothing was said in your crowd about where it was ? 

Ansicer. I heard it mentioned about it being as nigh as the road over there. 

Question. Was tliere another house between you and Biggerstalf's ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one house. 

Question. Whose? 

Answei\ Mr. Weaver's. ^ 
Question. It could not have been him f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there anything said about the Ku-Klux being out ? ^ 
Answer. If there was anything mentioned about the Ku-Klux being out I never 
heard it. 

Question. Did you hear all that was said, do you think ? 

Answer. No, sir. They were talking and going on, and it sort of frightened me. I 
• didn't know what it meant. 

Question. Nothing was said about the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Nothing said about Aaron Biggerstaff at all ? 
Ansicer. Not as I understand it. 

Question. Mr. Calton was there, Adolphus Depriest was there, and your father was 
there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Redirect by counsel for defendants, (Strong :) 
Question. When was it you heard about it being at BiggerstafiPs? 
Ansicer. The next day at Sunday-school, about 10 o'clock ; I heard of the wliippiug 
at BiggerstafPs the night before. 

Question. Did you connect that with the hollering of the night before ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The. two connected this together in your mind, then? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that it was stated by some that were there that the old lady was 
dying ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They do sometimes make a noise in that country when a person dies ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that you don't know that you heard anything that was said there 
that night ? 

Answer. No, sir. If I heard Biggerstaff's name mentioned that night it is more than 
I recollect of. 
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TESTIMONY OF ]MARTnA SMART. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question, Do you know Barton Biggerstaff indicted here ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Lloyd Early ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Any Idn to any of them ? 
Aimcer. No, sir/ 

Question. You know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know when that first raid was made upon him — the first time lio 
was whipped— the Saturday night before Easter Sunday ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you hear of it ? 

Ansivei'. The next evening. 

Question. Where did you stay that night ? 

Ansiccr. At Lloyd Early ^s. 

Question. Who did yon see there that night ? 

Answer. Barton Bigger staff. 

Question. Who else f , ' 

Anstccr. Lloyd Early aud Barton Biggerstaff, and nobody else but their own folks. 

Question. Were you there when Barton Biggerstaff came there ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. / 

Question. How happened you to be there ? 

Answer. I went up on a visit, it being Easter time. 

Question. Tell about Easter ? 

Answer, It is a day of festivity in that part of the country. 
Question. What was Barton Biggerstaff there for ? 
Answer, He was there to see one of Lawson's girls. 
Question. He was courting, was he ? ^ 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Which one of the girls did he go courting ? 
Answer. Margaret, the oldest one. 
Question, Where did you stay that night ? • 

Ansivcr. I staid all night there. * 
Question, Which room ? 
Answer. The back room. 
Question, Who with ? 

Answer, By myself. I didn't sleep well^ but I laid by myself. 
Question. Who laid in the same room with you ? 

Answer, Two of his daughters, Lloyd and myself, and Lloyd with his little brother. 
(Question. What time did you go to bed ? 

Anstve)'. It was late ; it was well on to 12 o'clock when I went to bed. 
Question. Did you know when Lloyd and Early went to bed ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which went to bed first, he or you ? 

Ansicer. He was lying on the floor and his father came and woke him up, and I 
went in and went to bod, and after that he came in and went to bed too. 
Question, What was Barton doing all this time? 
Answer. He was sitting there by the fire. 
Question, In w^hich room ? 

Answer, In the fire-place room, and I was in the back room. 
Question. How do you know Barton Biggerstaff staid there ? 
Answer. I heard him talking every once in a while. 
Question. Who was he talking to ? 
Answer. Margaret. 

Question. Was there any singing there that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. What did you sing? 
Answer, Hymns. 

Question. Any singing after you went to bed? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Who sang ? 

Answd', Me and Margaret, and Barton and Llojxl, and another one of Lawson 
Early's little daughters. ^ 
Question. What time did he leave ? 
Answer. About day-break. 
Question, That's Barton you speak of ? 
Ansivcr, Yes, sir. 
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Question, What was the condition of Lloyd's health ? 
Answer. He was in a very weakly condition, indeed. 
Question, What was the matter with him ? 
Answer. Fever, I think they said. 
Question, He had been sick ? 

Answer. Ho had been sick all the summer — in a feeble condition. 
Question, How far was this from Biggerstaff's ? 
Answer, About two miles, I reckon. 

Cross-examination by Phillips : 

Interrogations by counsel for United States : 
Question, Where do you live, man? 
Answer, In Rutherford County. 
Question, How far from Mr. Early's? 
Ansioer, About two miles. 
Question. Live with your father ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, You say you went over to Mr. Early's to visit at Easter time T 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, That was Saturday evening ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What time did you go over there ? 

Answer, About a half an hour hj sun* 

Question, What time did you go away ? 

Answer, I left there the next morning about 8 o'clock. 

Question, You say Barton Biggerstaff left there about day-break ? 

Answei; Yes, sir. 

Question, He was there courting ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did Miss Margaret stay up all night ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; they staid up until he went home. 

Question. Did you listen to what they said all night ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't. I could hear their voices talking all night ? 

Question. Was the door shut between your room and theirs ? 

Ansice)\ No^ sir. 

Question. Did you sleep in bed, or on the floor? 
Ansiver, On the floor. 

Question, Where did Lloyd sleep with his little brother ? 

Answer, On the bed. 

Question, How many beds in the room ? 

Ansiver, Three. 

Question, How many people were in the room ? 

Ansiver. J ust four besides myself. 
• Question, What time of night was it you laid down ? 

Answer. About 12 o'clock, I suppose. I didn't sleep any until after he left, and I 
didn't sleep then. I sat up past my bed-tibae, and couldn't go to sleep; singing 
hymns, &c., excited me and I couldn't go to sleep. 

Question, Did Barton and Miss Margaret sing any after you went to bed ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You kept a watch on them all night ? 

Ansiver, I didn't watch them, but I could hear them. 

Question, You went to bed and he^rd them all the time ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; but I couldn't hear what they were talking about. 

Question, How far is that from Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer. About two miles. 

Question. Did you hear any more that night ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Are you on the big road at Mr. Early's? 
Answer. No, sir ; it is not on the big road. 

Question, When did they first talk with you about being a witness here, Miss Smart ? 
'Amwer, It was when they were to have the trial down in Shelby. 
Question, How long was that afterward ? 
Answer, I don't recollect now, how long it was. 
Question, What time did Lloyd come in to lay down ? 

Answer, It was between eleven and twelve o'clock when he went in to go to bed. 

Question, Did you sleep well or badly ? 

Answer, When I go abroad that way my sleep aint sound. 

Question, You are no kin to any of the persons ? 

Answer. No, sir, we are no kin at all ; only the way we came kin my father married 
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Lawson Early's \N'ifo's sister, and she is my step-mother, and that^s the way we claim 
kin. 

Redirect examination by Strong : 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense : 
Question. Are there any woods between Lawson Early's and Aaron BiggerstaiPs ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever receive a message from Aaron Biggerstaff not to attend this 
court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. Well, I heard that he sent me word not to come. 

Question. Who told you ? 

Answer. A little boy of Irvin Whittaker's. 

Question. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Biggerstaff about it f 
A7mvei\ No, sir. 

Question. Who delivered this message that you received, did you say T 
Answer. A little boy of Irvin Whittaker's. 

TESTIMONY OF IVIARGARET EARLY 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense : 
Question. What kin are you to Mr.^awson Early ? 
Answei\ I am his daughter. 
Question. What kin are you to Mr. Lloyd Early ? 
Ansu'cr. He is my brother. 

Question. Do you remember when that first raid, as they call it, on Mr. Aaron Big- 
gerstaff took place ? 
Anstver. It was Saturday night before the second Sunday. 
Question. What particular Sunday was it ? 

Answer, Well, sir, it was Saturday night before the second Sunday. 
Question. In what month was that ? 
Anstver'. In April of this year. 

Question. When-did you first hear of this beating of Mr. Biggerstaff? 
Ansiver. I never heard it until Sunday evening ; it was said to have taken place on 
Saturday, the evening before. 

Question. W^here were you on that Saturday night ? 
Answer. I was at home. 
Question. Who else were there ? 

Answer. Barton Biggerstaff was there, and Martha Smart. 

Question. When did you go to bed ? 

Ansiver. Nearly daylight. 

Question. What kept you up so late ? 

Anstver. Just talking to Barton Biggerstaff; we talked until just before day. 
Question. What became of Barton then ? 
Answer. He went home just before daylight. 
Question. Who was in the room with you ? 

Answer. My father and mother ; they had gone to bed, and we were sitting there, 
talking. 

Question, Which room did Martha Smart sleep in ? 

Anstver. In the back room ; and Lloyd and my little brother slept in one bed, and my 
little sister in the other — all in the same room. 

Question. Martha Smart slept in the back room ? What time did Martha Smart go to 
bed? 

Anstver. About 11 o'clock. 

Question. Was there any way of Lloyd getting out, except by that door ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. W^hat was the condition of Lloyd's health then ? 

Answer. He was sick then, and had been sick ever sirjee Christmas — in a bad state of 
health. 

Question. What was the matter with him ? 

Answer. Well, I don't know what was the matter ; I think it was the fever. 
Question. You are certain that Barton didn't go off ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

No cross-examination. ^ 

TESTIMONY OF MALINDA BIGGERSTAFF. j 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong:) 
Question, What relation are you to Samuel Biggerstaff? 
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An8xvcfi\ He is my father. 

Question, Do you know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you remember when that first raid, as they call it^ was made on him ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. It was Saturday night before Easter Sunday. 

Question. When did you first hear of it afterward ? 

Answer, After 12 o'clock at the Sunday-school. 

Question. Who from ? 

Anstver, The Sunday-school children. 

Question, Where were you that Saturday night when this took place ? 
Anstver, At home. 

Question, Tell about your father now. 
Ansiver. He had been after a load of corn. 
Question, Where had he been after it ? 
Anstver. On Cane Creek. 

Question, What time did he come home that night ? 
Ansiver, After 10 o'clock. 

Question, Who went with him to Cane Creek ? 

Anstver, My mother. 

Question, Did he get any corn ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What time did he g6t home ? . 

Anstver, After 10 o'clock. ' ^ 

Question, How did you know that ? 

Anstver, I was up and saw him. 

Question. What did he do after he got home ? 

Ansiver, He ate his dinner or supper and went to bed. 

Question, What time was it when he went to bed ? 

Answer, Near 11 o'clock. ' 
Question. Did you see him after that that night ? 
Anstver, I saw him in bed at 12 o'clock and at 1 o'clock. 
Question, How did you happen to see him at those hours ? 

Answei\ Well, I got up with my mother, or I got up for her, and then I saw him in 
bed. 

Question, What did you get up for at 1 o'clock ? 

Answer, Well, I just got up because I wanted to. 

Question, How far did you live from Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Anstver, Nearly two miles. 

Question, Do you know Alfred Biggerstaff ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know Barton Biggerstaff ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, What kin are you to them ? , , 

Anstver, My brothers. 

Question, What are their habits about swearing ? 

Anstver, They are not in the habit of swearing; they are members of the Baptist 
Church. 

Question, How long had Alfred been a member of the Baptist Church ? 
Answer. A right smart while. I can't tell exactly how long. 
Question, How long had Barton been a member ? 
Ansiver, He hadn't been a member as long as Alfred. 
Question, He was a member at that time ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Samuel Biggerstaff is your father ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Is he a member of the church ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How long has he been a member ? , , 
Anstver, About a year, I reckpn. • 
, Question, Do you mean a year now, or that time f 
Answer, About a year since he joined. 
Question, Is he in the habit of swearing ? 
Anstver. No, sir ; he doesn't swear. 

Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for the United States, (Phillips:) 
Question, Do you know Mr. Lawson Early ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 
. Question. Is he a member of the church ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 
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Question. Is Lloyd a member of the cliurcb ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is William Depriest a member of the church ? 
Ansicei'. Tes, sir. 

Question. Is Joseph Depriest a member of the church ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know Taylor Carson ? Is he a member of the church ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Olin Carson? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiwn. Is he a member of the church ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 
Question. Do you know Mr. James Sweazy I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a member of the church f 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Amos Owens? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Jason Wethrow ? 

Answer. I don't kno\v, sir, whether he is or not. 

Question, Benjamin Fortune — is he a* member of the church ? 

Answer. 1 don't know, sir. 

Question. Tom Fortune ? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Joseph Fortune ? 

Ansicer. He is a member of the church. 

Question. Leander Toms ? 

Answer, I don't know whether he is or not. 

Question. Daniel Fortune — is he a member of the church ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think not. 

Question. Beverly Gould ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Joseph Wilson ? 

Answei', I think not. 

Question. Alfred Early — is he a member of the church? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Mr. James McDaniels ? 

Ansicer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Achilles Durham ? 

Answer. I don't know him. 

Question, Lawson Teal ? 

Answer. I think not, sir. 

Question. Joseph Fortune—which church does he belong to ? 
Answer, Baptist, I think. 

Question. Do you know if Julius Fortune is a member of the church ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Redirect examination by Strong : 
Question. You say that Joseph Fortune is a member of the church ? 
Answer, He has been. 

Question. Hasn't Joseph Fortune been turned out of the church ? 
Answer, I don't know whether he has or not. 

* TESTIMONY OF MOSES M'DANIEL. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong :) 

Question, Are you acquainted with Joseph McDaniel, indicted here ? 
Answei\ He is my son. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Ansicer, I have seen him, but I have no great acquaintance with him. 
Question, Do you remember about the first raid ? 
Answer. I think it was committed on or about the 1st of April. 
Question. How long afterward did you hear of that ? 

Answer, The next day. I was sick, and my brother's son came down to visit me ; ho 
told me about it. 

Question. Where was Joseph McDaniel that night ? 
Answer. He was at my house ; he staid there all night. 
Question. What time did you go to bed? 
Answer, Something after 10 o'clock. ^ 
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Question. Where was Joseph then ? 
Ansivcr. He was there. 
Question, Did he go to bed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did Joseph sleep ? 

Answer. In the house. 

Question. What room did he sleep in ? 

Ansiver, He sleiDt in the same room that I did. I was awake a good deal during the 
night. 

Question. Did or did you not see him during the night ? 
Answer. I seen him the most of the night. 

Question. How did you see him ? ' 

Anstcer. Well, I would be passing his bed. 

Question. What time did you go to bed ? 

Answer. Well, it was after 10 o^clock when I laid down. 

Question. You laid down before he did. ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he get up any more that night ? 
Ansicer. Not any more that I know of. 

Question. Did you or did you not hear him during the night ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don^t know as I did. 

Question. How far do you live from Biggerstaflf ? 

Answe7\ Nine or ten miles. 

Question. Wbo else was there 'that night, sir? 

Answer. Well, there was my wife, and daughter, and Joseph McDaniers wife. 
Question, Does he live with you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he came to see me because I was sick. 
' Question. What was the matter with yoM ? 

Ansn)€fi\ Well, I was bad off ; something the matter with my breast. I fell a time 
or two, with a sort of smothering. 

Question. How old a man are you ? 

Answer. I am seventy-three years old. 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips.) 
Question. Did you ever see any of these disguised men ? 

Answer. I did. I had been to a corn-shelling and was there till late, and as I went • 
home I saw ten or twelve of them. 
Question. How long ago was that ? 
Answer. It was some time in the spring, I reckon. 
Question. This past spring ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were there did you say ? 

Ansicer. I don't know how many, ten or twelve, I reckon. 

Question. On horseback ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Anything pass between you ? ' • , 

Answer, Only they asked me who I was and where I lived. 

TESTIMONY OF J. L. M^DANIEi:. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong :) 

Question. Do you know Mr. James McDaniel, indicted here ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What kin are you to him ? 
Answer. My own cousin. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Aaron Y. Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. Yea, sir ; I know the man. 

Question. Did you hear about this first raid that was made on him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When was it I 

An8we)\ It was on Saturday night before the second Sunday in last April. 
Question. Do you know where Mr. James McDaniel was on that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was with him at his house part of the time, and at a neighbor's 
house part of the time. 

Question. Is hdva married man with a family ? 
An8we7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you happen to go there ? 

Answer. I had started out to go up the road a i)iece, and went by his house and he 
went with me. 
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Question, \YIiat were you going for? 
Ansxver. We were going to a meeting. 
Question. What kind of a meeting ? 

Answer, It was termed a meeting of the Invisible Empire. 
Question. How long did you stay at his house — this neighbor's I 
Answer. As we went on we staid some half hour, i^robably. 
Question. Where did you go then ? 

Ansiver. We went on and stopped at a gentleman's house for a while. 
Question. How long were you with him t 

Ansivci\ From before dark until some time after midnight. I could not state the 
time exactly, for I had no time-piece. I know it must have been a considerable after 
midnight. I heard the clock of a neighbor strike one. I was with him then, and we 
went on to his house and talked a little, and then I went on home and left him. 

Question. You were with him all the time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There may have been a few minutes which I was not. 
Question. How far is his house from Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff 's ? 

Atisiver. Some seven or eight miles, I think. I don't know that the road is jjosted. 

Question. Did you go in the direction of Mr. Biggerstaff's ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did you go ? 

Answer. Some two miles from my house. 

Question. How far was it, then, from Mr. James McDaniel's house ? 
Answer, Some eight or nine miles, I think: Then I went some two miles in the di- 
rection where Mr. 13iggerstalf lived. 

Question. Did you go to Mr. Biggerstaff' s that night ? 

Answer. No, sir. We didn't go there at all. We only went two miles in that direc- 
tion. We were both walking. 

Question. Did you see Achilles Durham that night? 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 
Question, Where was he ? 

Anstce}\ He was at home, at his house, and we stopped and talked with him. 
Question. Did you see him again that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw him as wo came back, and talked with him maybe some two 
or three hours. 

Question. When you came back, now, what time was it ? 

Answei'. It must have been somewhere between 10 and 11 o'clock, and we stopped 
there and staid there till I heard his clock strike one. 

Question. Did Achilles Durham go ? 

Answer. Well, he was there when I passed both ways. 

Question. How far did Achilles Durham live from Mr. Biggerstaff? 

Answer, About the same distance. I may be a little mistaken in the distance, for 
the road is not posted. It is guess-work with me. 

Question. Are you a member of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. Well, I don't remember that I am now. 

Question. Were you ever a member of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer, Well, I claim that I was. 

Question. When did you join it, sir? 

Answer. Somewhere about the 1st of last April, 

Question, Will you be good enough to state to his honor and the jury what was the 
object of it, as stated to you ? 

Answer. Well, I talked with a man, and he told me that there was nothing in it con- 
trary to the laws of the land. 

Question, Who initiated you, sir ? 

Answer. A gentleman by the name of Martin. y 

Question. State all that took place on that occasion, sir, as well as you recollect. 

Answer. The pledge I could not repeat. The first of it, I think, was, that we were in 
in favor of the Constitution in its original purity and that we believed in white men's 
ruling America. We were pledged to support each other when imposed upon. If a 
man, through his own conduct, got into any fuss, or anything, he had to get himself 
out ; but if combined forces came on him we had to support each other. 

Question. That was part of the oath you took ? 

Answei', Yes, sir. We also pledged ourselves to support a white man's government, 
so far as voting was concerned, and that we would keep the secrets of the organiza- 
tion, I think. 

Question. Was or was not anything said about widows and orphans ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; we were to protect families, widows, and children, I think. It 
seems like there was something else but I can't repeat it. 

Question. Just listen to this, sir, and tell me whether you have ever heard it before : 
(Reads oath of the Invisible Empire. ) 

Answer, Not just in that way till I heard it here in the court-house. 
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Question. Well, I'll read the first clause. [Reads.] " I, before the Great Immaculate 
God of heaven and earth, do take and subscribe to the following sacred binding oath 
and obligation. " Did you ever hear that before ? 

Answer. There was something like that. 

Question. [Reads.] "I promise and swear that I will uphold and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States as it was handed down by our forefathers in its original 
purity." 

Answer, There was something about, in favor — I think the word " in favor " was in it. 
I am satisfied that it was in favor of the Constitution. That was the only way I took 
it. 

Question. [Reads :] " I promise and swear that I will reject and oppose the principles 
of the radical party in all its forms, and forever maintain and contend that. intelligent 
white men shall govern this country." 

Answer. There was something of the kind in there, but not just exactly like that. 
We were in favor of white men's ruling this country. There was something in regard 
to the opposition of the radical rule, but it was nob just in the form which it is 
there. 

Question. (Reads:) ^*I promise and pledge mygelf to assist, according to my pecuni- 
ary circumstances, all brothers in distress. " ^ 
Answer. I don't think that was there. 

Question. (Reads:) "Females, widows, and their households, shall ever be specially 
in my care and protection. " ^ 

Answer. There was something of that kind, but not just in the words ; something 
like it. 

Question. (Reads:) "I promise and swear that I will obey all instructions given 

me by my chief 

Ansiver. I never taken any such oath as that part. 

Question. (Reads :) And should I ever divulge, or cause to be divulged, any secrels, 
signs, or pass-words of the Invisible Empire,^ I must meet with the fearful and the 
just penalty of the traitor, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren." 

Answer. There was something of that in it; I could not state whether that is just 
the way or not. 

Question. Where were you initiated, sir? 

Answer. Just in the edge of Cleveland County, at a person's house. 

Question. Who initiated you If 

Ansiver. A man by the name of Martin. 

Question. What was this order called ? 

Answer. It was called the Invisible Empire. I fecollect distinctly that it was not 
against the laws of the country ; that we were not required to go against the laws of 
the United States or of this State. They called my attention to that fact. 

Question. What other instructions did you receive? 

Answer. Nothing from him, sir. I talked with him but a very few minutes. 

Question. Did you receive any instructions different from that ? 

An8ice7\ I heard another gentleman speak of something like the same afterwards, in 
which he stated that the Constitution of the United States and of this State were to 
be respected, or I would not have joined. I never received any other; instructions or 
understanding but that — that the laws of the country were to be respected. 

Question. What did you understand to be the object of this order? 

Answer. My understanding was simply that it was a combination for self-protection. 

Question. Did it have anything to do w^ith increasing the strength of any party ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, about that ; it was not named at that time. 

Question. State to his honor whether or not it was a part of the object to keep the 
colored man from voting, or any man from voting, on account of race, color, or previous 
condition. 

Answer. If it was so I never understood it at all. 

Question. State whether or not it was — so far as you understood it— to prevent any 
person from voting who was entitled to vote. 

Answer. I didn't, for if I did I should never have gone into it. It was a right that I 
claimed for myself, and a right that I thought belonged to others. 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. How old are you, sir ? 
Answer. Forty-one years old. 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Rutherford County. 

Question. Reside where you now live, in that neighborhood ? 
Answer. I have lived there for about twenty years. 
Question. Pretty well acquainted in the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; in some parts ot* it. 
Question. What's your business ? 
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Answer. FarmiDg. 
Question. A married man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. James and Joscj)li — are they brothers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which of the two do you say you were with the night of the raid on Big- 
gerstaff? 

Answer. James ; he is the older of the brothers. 

Question. Did I understand you to say you were at his house ? 

Answer. I passed there about dusk. 

Question. How long have you been a member? 

Ansicer. Since April. 

Question. You have been living in the county ? 
Ansive7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You were initiated by Mr. Martin? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was anybody else present when you were initiateU? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. What did he do ? • 

Ansiver. lie just merely read over or repeated what I told you. I was out hunting 
cows when I passed him, and we just staid a jSw minutes together. 

Question. You were hunting cows and found the Invisible Empire? 

Ansice7\ Yes, sir; my cattle had got into his field the day before, and I thought 
probably* they might be in there again, and I had went back to see if I could lind 
them again. 

Question. How far does he live from you ? 

Ansiver. Something over a mile. 

Question. What time of day was it? 

Answe}'. Some time between sunset and dark. 

Question. Did you make the proposition to join ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I made the proposition to Mr. Martin, and asked him if he knew 
anything about it. I had heard something before, and was recommended to him for 
an explanation. I asked him for some information, and he initiated me and told me 
I might go in or go on. 

Question. You don't think it is the same oath that is here? 

Atiswer. No, sir, it is not the same, but there are a good many things in it. The 
words were changed from what they are there. 
Question. What was said about the Constitution ? 

Anstver. As well as I recollect that, it was '*in favor;" that was the word used. 
He wrote it down for me, in favor of the original Constitution. 

Question. That you were to be in favor of the original Constitution ? 

Answer. With the exception of negro slavery. 

Question. Was that a i)art of the explanation or part of the oath? 

Ansicer. Part of the oath. 

Question. How did he swear you ? 

Anstvei\ I repeated after him. 

Question. Was there anything said about death? 

Answer. I think there was something pretty much like what was read here. 
Question. Did you ask him why they put the penalty of death for taking a lawful 
oath? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Didn't it strike you as surprising that there should be such a penalty for 
doing a lawful act ? 
Ansiver. Well, I was a little excited, but I swallowed it down. 
Question. W^hat were the secrets ? 
Anstvc7\ I didn't know at that time. 

Question. You agreed that you should be put to death by the brethren, although you 
hael joined a lawful society ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You called that a lawful society, didn't you ? 

Ansivei'. I didn't consider it as unlawful until since the last bill was passed by Con- 
gress in regard to such organizations. 

Question. Didn't you know that there was a State law against it? 

Answer. I found that out afterwards. I don't recollect that I thought anything 
about it then. 

Question. It didn't come to your mind at all? 

Ansivei'. No, sir. 

Question, Had you ever heard of any of the raids in the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who were they said to be by ? 
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Answer. They were -said to be by tlie Ku-Klux, but I was told there that that was 
not the Ku-Klnx, but the Invisible Empire. 

Question, What did you ask to join when you asked Mr. ^Martin ? 

Answer. It was an organization that was said to be in the country, but the man that 
told me of it didn't tell me any name, but told mo it wasn't the Ku-Klnx. 

Question. What did you ask Mr. Martin ? 

Answer. Well, I told him there was an organization said to be in the country against 

any unlawful act 

Question. What did you mean by unlawful act ? 

Anstver. Well, impositions upon families. ^ 
Question. Is that all ? 

Anstcer. That was one of the principal points. 
Question. What else ? 

Answer. Well, the whole thing, as I understood it at that time, was for mutual pro- 
tection. 

Question. Protection against what? 

Answer. Anything that might come on us. 

Question. From >vhom? 

Answe)'. From any source whatever. 

Question. What did you apprehend wi)uld come on yon ? 

Ansiver. I was fearful of a good many things. I heard that there was a heap of 
threats of burning up the consorvative party. I had had it thrown up to me that I 
belonged to that organization at a time when I didn't belong to it. That w^as one of 
my reasons for examining into this thing. I wanted to join it for the purpose that I 
have told you before. 

Question. What raids had you heard of? 

Ansiver. I don't know that I can name the raids. I had seen them in the papers 
frequently. 

Question. What newspapers ? 

Answer. I had seen an account of them in the two papers that were published there 
in Rutherfordton. 

Question. Give us some of them ? 

Answer. Well, there was some down in Chester, South Carolina. 
Question. What about the raids in Rutherford County ? 
Answer, I don't recollect of any immediately around where I live. 
Question, Had you heard of any in Rutherford County ? 

Answer. I think there had been one upon a black man there just above me four or 
five miles. 

Question, What other ? 

Answer, I don't know at that time. I had heard of one in Cleveland. 
Question, What other raids, Mr. McDaniels ? 

Answer, I had heard before of a raid that was committed on a black man at Mr. 
Logan's. 

Question, These were by the Ku-Klux, were they ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had heard some talk of a raid up in the mountain by the Ku- 
Klux. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. Some time previous, as well as I recollect. 

Question, What other ? ' ~ 

Answer, I don't know that I can name them. 

Question, But you had heard of others ? 

Answer, I had heard of raids and raiding some in the country. 
Question, Give us some other raids ? 

Answei\ I don't knoAv that I have heard of any more raids. I don't know that I can 
name any more. 

Question, When had you heard of the first? 

Answer, I can't tell you, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of the ;McGaha raid ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; that's the raid I speak of, in the mountain. 

Question, When did that occur— in 1869 ? 

Answer, I could not state the date now. I think that it was as much as a year 
before. 

Question, Hadn't you heard of as many as a half a dozen ? 

Answer, It is quite likely I have. I wouldn't say how many I had or hadn't. 

Question, Had you heard of as many as a hundred? 

Answer, I can't say. 

Question, Had you heard of as many as twenty? 

Answer, I don't think I have. 

Question, Have you heard of as many as twelve? 

Answer* Well, sir, I couldn't name that many. Probably I might have hoard of 
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eight or ten, or a dozen, in the conrso of a year or so, said to have heen by the^Cu-Khix, 
and some under the name of the Ku-Klux. The Kii-Klux was connected with them all. 

Question. But you thought that this was a new organization, didn't you? 

Answer, I didn't believe it was the organization operating in the country around 
there. 

Question. Who was the man that talked to you first about it ? 
Answer, Mr. Pruett. 

Question. At the time you joined, Mr. Martin told you it was entirely lawful. 

Ansiver. I don't know that he called that then in si^eakiug to nie. Mr. Martin told 
me that there was nothing in it now in opposition to the State or the United States 
laws. 

Question. What about the Constitution ? 

Answer. With the Constitution iis it was read here. That wo were in favor of the 
original Constitution, with the exception of slavery. 

Question. How about the Fourteenth and Fifteenth amendments? 
Answer. I didn't consider that wo was in opposition to it. 

Question. Why did you mean to say you are in favor of the Constitution except 
slavery ? 

Answer. I thought that the Invisible Empire was in favor of everything except 
slavery. 

Question. Weren't you in favor of the whole Constitution ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; except slavery. 

Question. Was not this Invisible Empire in favor of the whole Constitution of the 
United States as it was in April, 1871 ? 
Anmer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You understood that the Invisible Empire was an association in support of 
the whole Constitution, the whole of the United States Constitution, as it stood in 
April, 1871 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I just understood it in that way. That I was in favor of all the 
amendments to the Constitution ; all the amendments except slaA'cry. 
Question. What did you mean by the original Constitution ? 
Ansiver. Well, sir, it was put there before I knew anything about it. 
Question. You had no idea that this Invisible Empire was the same as Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. 1 didn't, sir. 
Question. Who was it protection for ? 

Answer. I don't know who it was, but for the people in general, as far as joined, of 
both parties. 

Question. Were all the people going to join this party I 

Anstvei'. Well, I don't know about that, sir. 

Question. Who did you think were goiiij; to be i^rotected ? 

Answer. Why, those that joined the organization, against any party that might 
come upon us. 

Question. Did you understand that it was against the radical party? 

Ansiver. It was only against the radical party by voting. AH the radicalism that 
was objected to was to be done by voting. I didn't understand that I was decreed to 
vote for anybody except those whom I chose to. 

Question. What did you mean by opposing radicalism in all its forms ? " 

Answer. I didn't say we swore in that way. 

Question. You mean to say you swore to |omething you didn't understand ? 
Answer. I suppose I understood it then. I expected to vote for republicans if I 
saw^fit. 

Question. That oath was taken in last April ? 

Ansiver. If I understand, it was taken Friday evening the 2d of April, I think. 

Question. Did you ever hear anybody else take it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many times ? 

Aimver. Not more than two or three. 

Question, Who have you heard take it ? 

Answer. A man named Webb and another named Spalding. 

Question. Tell me what you understood by rejecting the principles of the radical 
party. 

Answer'. I don't think that I swore that I would reject the principles. I could not 
say just what I did swean I heard it only about three or four times. 

Question. You say that you were in a meeting of the den the night that Mr. Bigger- 
staff was whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which one of the McDaniels was with you 7 
Answer. James McDaniel. 

Question. How far was that from Biggerstaff 's ? 
Answer. Some six, or seven, or eight, miles. 
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Questioh. Where did you meet, in the woods ? 
Ansicer, No, sir ; in an old field. 
Question. How many were present ? 
Answer, I don't know, sir. 

Question. What time did you leave Mr. McDaniel at last ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, exactly at what time. When I left McDurham's he was 
with me. It was probably an hour after that, may be not so long. 
Question. Who was it you left at 1 o'clock ? 
Ansivei'. Mr. Durham. 

Question. Did you see any disguised men that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who? 

Ansiver, These were all disguised, but I don't know that I could say just who they 
were. 

Question. Where were they ? 

Ansiver. Just at this j)lace of meeting. 

Question. Were there any horses there ? 

Answer. I didn't see any there. I would not say there was not, because I don't 
know. 

Question. Is Mr. Joe McDaniel a member of the Empire ? 

Answer. I suppose he is. I could not swear that he was a member of the order. 
Question. You never passed the signs with him ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Is their father a member of the order ? 
Answer, If he is I don't know it. 

Re-direct by Mr. Strong : 
Question. I understand you to say that you voted both ways ? 
Answer; Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you last vote the republican ticket ? 

Answer, In the election before this last ; that is, I divided the ticket. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. It was when the election was for members of the legislature. For the 
county commissioners I voted for two on each side. 

Question. When you joined this Invisible Empire you believed that it was resistance 
to and did not have for its object these outrages ? 

Answer. That's what I believed. 

Question, During your connection with the order, did you ever have any other under- 
standing ? 

Ansiver, No, sir ; so far as I was instructed $,m\ knew, I never knew it to have any 
other object than protection from these outrages. 

TESTIMONY OF JOSIAH TURNER. 

Interrogatories by counsel for the defense, (Strong:) 

Question. State to his honor, and to the jury there, whether you have ever been a 
member of any secret society 1 

Answer. I have never been, at any time whatever, of any secret society whatever, of 
any sort whatever. I 

Question. Did you ever give any instructions to Mr. McAfee, or any other person, iu 
relation to the Invisible Empire ? 

(This question was suggested by the witness in a whisper to the counsel.) 

Counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips.) O, no, no. Come, we can't allow any- 
thing like that. We object to his testifying iu his own behalf. ^ 

The court sustained the objection. ^ 

TESTIMONY OF G. V. PRUETT. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense : 
Question. Do you know Mr. James McDaniels ? 
Ansivei', Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know the night when that first raid was made upon him, sir. 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I think I do. 
Question. What night was that, sir ? 

Answer. I think it was the Saturday night before the second Sunday in April. 
Question. Where was Mr. James McDaniels and Achilles Durham that night ? 
A7i8wei\ They were with me that night, or I was with them. 
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Question. State about Mr. James McDaniels ? 

Answer. I got with liim just before dark, and him and I went up to Mr. Achillea 
Durham^s. 

Qiicstion. What time did you go up to Durham^s? 

Ansicer. It was getting dark. 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. We stayed there probably as long as a half an hour. 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. We w^ent up to a little meeting up there ? 

Question. Were you in company with these gentlemen or not ? 

Answer. I was with Mr. McDaniels, but I lett Mr. Durham at home. 

Question. When did you leave this meeting? 

Answer. Something like 9 o'clock. 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. We came back to Mr. Durham's 

Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. Until 1 o'clock. 

Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer. We came on down to 5tlr. James McDaniel's. 

Question, You stopped at Mr. Durham's as you came back; did you find him there 
then? 
A nswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is it from the house of McDaniels to the house of Mr. Aaron 
Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. I don't know as I can tell you, probably seven or eight milQ3, and probably 
more than that. I don't know the distance. 

Question. How far do you think it is from the house of Mr. Achilles Durham? 

Answer. It is probably some half a mile nearer. 

Question. You have been a member of this Invisible Empire? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have been. 

Question. Have you ever been before Judge? Logan ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Who initiated you? 

Answer. J. M. Nicholson. 

Question. Have you ever been before Mr. Scuggins? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did. Scuggins ever tell you he was a member ? 
♦ Anstcer. No, sir; I don't know whether he is or not. 
Question, Did you ever give him the sign^ ? 
An8we7\ No, sir ; I don't know whether he is or not. 
Question. When did you join the Invisible Empire? 
Answer. Last February or March. I am not positive which 
Question. Who initiated you? 
Answer. Mr. John Nicholson. 
Question. Did you take an oath, sir ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Do you remember it ? 

An8wei\ No, sir; L can't tell you what the oath was. 

Question. What did you understand to be the objects of the order? 

Answer. Well, it was for mutual protection. 

Question. I ask you whether or not it was the understanding that you should violate 
the laws of the United States or the State ? 
Answer, That never was my understanding. 

Question. Was it or was it not the understanding that you should commit any of these 
unlawful raids, or anything like that ? 
Ansicer. No, sir; I never understood that the order was for that purpose. 

Cross-examination. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Were you ever on a raid yourself? 
Answer. I never was on a raid. 
Question. Who is Mr. Nicholson ? 
Answer. He is a man living in Cleveland County. 
Question. Are you a Cleveland man ? 
Answer. No, sir; I live just in the edge of Rutherford. 
Question. Who do you live with ? 

Answer. With Mr. JiIcDaniels, two of the Mr. Harrills, and Mr. Dave Beam. 
Question. Do you know Pinckney Tisdale ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What " Den" did you belong to ? 
34 NC 
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Aasicer, I joined in Cleveland. I don't know the name of the " Den." 
Question. How many times w^ere you at the " Den 1 " 

Answer. Twice ; the first time was in February or March, and it was some time before 
I was there again. 

Question. Was McDaniels there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of any raids being in the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I heard of some before I joined. 
Question. How many ? 

Answe}'. I don't recollect. I could hear of some off in a distance, and some right 
close. 

Question. Did you hear of as many as a dozen I 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You heard of the Dick Beam raid ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear of the McGaha raid ? 
Ansicer. Yes ; I heard of that. 

Question. Did j^ou hear of any raids in the southern part of the county ? 
Answer. I don't recollect whether I have or not. 
Question. Would you know the oath if you would hear it repeated ? 
Answer, Yea, sir ; I expect I would. 

Question. Who were all those raids in the county said to be by ? 
Answer. They were said to be by the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Was this Invisible Empire that you joined the same thing ? 
Anstver. Yes, sU* ; I supposed it to be the same thing. 

Question. You didn't know whether it was that party, or whether only persons who 
went under the name of that party ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

• Question. They claimed to go under that name ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they claim the name of the Invisible Empire ? 

Anstver. 1 don't know. I didn't hear whethey they claimed that name or not. 

Question. Did the public give them that name f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was charged that it was the Ku-Klux that made those raids. 
Question. And you joined the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you supposed it was the same as the Ku-IQux ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. I supposed, sir. 

Question. Was anything said about the, Constitution of the United States in the 
oath ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; they were sworn to support both the Constitution of the United 
States and of the State. 

Question. Was anything said about families, widows, and orphans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we were to protect them. 

Question. Was anything said about the radical party ? 

Austver. Yes, sir ; there was something said, but I don't recollect what it was. 
Question. Was anything said about death ? 
Anstve}\ Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. If I ever divulged, or caused to be divulged / 

Question. What, sir ? 

Anstver. The signs and the pass-words, I suppose. 
Question. What were the signs ? 

Answer. Well, sir, they had different signs. There was a sign by running your right 
hand down the lapel of your coat on the right side, and the other party would do 
the same with his other baud and on the other side of his coat ; then there was a sign 
to run your forefinger of the right hand behind the right ear, and the other party 
would do the same with opposite hand and ear ; then there was a pocket sign, to run 
the right hand in the right pocket ajid place the heel of the left foot to the inside of 
the right, and the other party would reverse it. We had, also, a sign by shaking 
bands to press your Ibretinger against the palm of the other person's hand, and he 
would answer by squeezing your two middle fingers. If I ever divulged these it was 
to be death at the hands of the brethren. 

Question. How long did you stay in the order ? 

Anstver. It was just a month or three weeks, I won't be positive. The *'Den '^ where I 
joined broke up. 

Question. How did they disband ? 

Answer. They just said thei-e would be no more of it. 

Question, Why did you joiu it ? 
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Answer, That's a pretty hard question. I don't know as I ean tell you hardly -what 
was the reason. 

Question. Did you join only to liud out what the secrets were ? 

Ansiver. I, of course, would like to know what it was j if there was anything good 
in it I should like to share in it. 

Question. You don't recollect the oath ? 
Answer. I cau't tell you. 

Qmstion. Did you swear to obey your commander ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Q^iestion. How did they swear you ? 
Answer. I repeated as he said it. 

Eedirect examination : 
Question. What are your politics ? 

An8wei\ My politics have been partially on both sides — ^republican and democratic 
both. I voted generally with the democratic party. 

Question. These raids, as I understand you to say, were said to be of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You said you voted sometimes one way and sometimes another. When have 
you voted the republican ticket ? 
Answer. At this last election, 
Question. What did you do before ? 
Answer. I voted the democratic ticket partially. 
Question. How did you vote in '70 ? 
Answer. I voted the democratic ticket. 
Question, Before that ? 

Ansicer. That, I think, probably was the first time I ever did vote. 
Question, How was it that you voted the republican ticket ; at what election was 
that ? 

Answer. For the convention. 

Question, Did you or did you not think that there was anything in the oath that 
prevented you from voting the republican ticket ? 

Ansiver. I didn't think that there was anything in the oath that prevented me from 
voting as I pleased. 

TESTIMONY OP ELIAS HAMBRICK. 

Interrogatories by counsel for the defendants, (Mr. Strong:) 
Question. Mr. Hambrick, what are your politics, sir ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I generally vote the republican ticket. I never voted any other 
kind outside of the township election. 

Question. State whether you have ever been a member of the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I was a member of it awhile. 

Question, When did you join, sir? 

Answer, The last of last February. 

Question, When did you cease to bo a member ? 

Answer, About the 20th or 25th of April, 

Question, Who initiated you ? 

Answer, Mt. Franklin Green. 

Question, Where? 

Answer, On the edge of Rutherford. ^ 
Qnestion, State what was said to be the object of the order when you joined them ? 
Answei'. Well, we were just sworn to support the laws and Constitution of the United 
States and of the State of North Carolina. 
Question. Anything else ? 

Answer, There was some other little things, but I don't know as I can remember 
them. 

Question. State whether or not it was your understanding that you could vote as you 
pleased. 

Ansiver. I was told I could vote as I pleased. 

Question, Well, sir, you say he told you that you could vote for anybody that you 
pleased ? 

Ansu'er, Yes, sir ; I told him I would not go into any organization that I could not 
vote as I pleased. 

Question. Were you to interfere with any other man about voting— negroes, or any- 
body, white or colored ? 

Answer, No, sir j no man's voting at all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question* Tou say you joined when, sir? 
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Answa\ About the last of February, to the best of my recollection. 

Question, How old are you, Mr. Hambrick ? 

Ansicer. Twenty-six years old. 

Question, What part of the country do you live ? 

Answei\ Some four or five miles from tho lower edge of Rutherford. 

Question, How far from Cleveland County ? 

Atmver. About five miles from Cleveland. 

Question, What Den did you belong to 1 

Ansicei\ It was not numbered. The Den was organized and reported to what was 
ffaid to be the chief of the county, and he would not receive it because we must dome 
to him, and we just dropped it. 

Question, Was not the Invisible Empire that you belonged to there to build up the 
radical party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You told Mr. Green that you must vote as you pleased ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did the oath say anything about the radical party ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir ; a little grain. 
Question, What little grain was that ? 

Ansivei\ To oppose the corruption of the radical party. That was all the oath that 
I had taken about the radical party. 

Question, Did they read the oath to you ? 
Answer, No, sir ; he knew it by heart. 

Question, Was there anything about " tho great immaculate God of Heaven and 
earth?" 

Anstver, Something. ' 

Question, W^hat did it say ? 

Answer, I don't know as I can repeat it. 

Question, Where did the corruptions of the radical party come in ? 

Answer, It came in toward the last. I don't know exactly how it was placed. 

Question, Did you ever administer this oath to anybody ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; it w^as wrote down when I administered it. 

Question. How many people did you ever swear in ? 

Answer, Some seven or eight, I suppose. 

Question. Was there anything about handing the Constitution of the United States 
down in its original purity ? 
An8wei\ It was not in the oath that I had. 

Question, Did you swear ta oppose the radical party according to this oath ? 

Ansiver, No, sir j only as to corruptions. We hud taken an oath that we were in 
vor of intelligent white^men ruling this country. 

Question, Did you promise and swear to obey all instructions given you by your 
chief ? 

Answer, No, sir : there was nothing about obeying my chief in it. 

Question, Death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren." W^as that in it ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, When did you first vote the radical ticket ? 

Ansiver, Ever since I got old enough to vote it. That is, outside of the township. 
Question, You understood that in going into this kind of an organization you still 
kept your radical politics ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was anything said about colored men voting ? 
Answer, Never a word in my presence, sir. 
Question. What was the Empire for ? 

Answer. I can't tell you, sir, what it was for. They told me it was for self-protec- 
tion, but 1 didn't stay with them long enough to find out much about it. 
Question. Did you go in it to keep from being raided on ? 

Anstce7\ They never made any threats, but I didn't know what they might do. 

Question. Were you afraid of being raided on ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I wasn't. 1 didn't think they would raid on me. 

Question. Had you ever heard of anybody being raided ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, What were they raided for ? 
Answer, Well, I never knew. 

Question, Didn't you understand before you went in there that it was against the 
radicals ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, How many raids have you ever heard of? 
Answer, Some tw^o or three. 

Question, Haven't you heard of as many as a half a dozen ? 
Answer, No, sir; I had heard of the Biggerstalf raid after I joined. 
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Question. How about the Beam raid ? 
Answer. That was before 1 joiued it. 

Question. You didu't know that it had anything to do with politics? 
Answer. No, sir j there was nothing said about politics in it, except opposing the 
corrui)tious of the radical party ; not that I could hear. 
Question. Were you ever on a raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where! 

Answer. On one or two, where there was a negro or two wliipped. 
Question. Who ordcicd you to go on them ? 
Answer. Well, the committee ordered me. 
Question. Did you have a committee in your Den ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that the den that Mr. Shotwell rejected ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did the committee order you to do ? 

Anstcer. To whip a negro. 

Question. What did you whip him for ? 

Ansiver. For stealing corn. 

Question. Did you try him or just whip him ? 

Answer. They tried Lcm at the Den. 

Question. Was he present when he was tried f 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They tried him in his absence ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And ordered him to be whipped ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Didn't you have a right to order them back ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; but they didn't obey orders every time. 
Question. You were the chief? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they were sworn to obey you, and yet you could not make them turn 
back ? 

Anstcer. They wouldn't turn back, so I went along. 
Question. What other raids were you ever on ? 
Anstcer. I was on a raid where a negro was whipped. 
Question. Were you present when they tried him ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it for ? 

Ansicer. For some threats he had made about killing any persons that bothered him. 
Question, How long did they take to try him ? 
Answer. Not very long, sir. 

Question. Did they find him guilty, unanimously ? 

Anstcer. No, sir ; the committee tried him. 

Question. Did you have an inner Den — two Dens in one ? 

Anstcer. No, sir; but the committee went out among themselves and came in and 
said he must be whipped. 

Question. Didn't you go on that ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question* Did you hate going ? 

Ansicer. W^ell, I don't know, sir. There was a good many drinking, and I didn't 
know what they might do, so I told them not to hurt the negro. 
Question. What did you mean— just to whip him a little ? 
Anstcer. No, sir ; but I told them they had better not hurt him. 
Question. Have you ever been on any other raid? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I was along another time on another negro. 
Question. Did they say anything to the negro about voting ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not that I heard. 
Question. What other raid did you go on ? 
Anstcer. Well, sir, it was another negro. 
Question. Did they try him in the Den, too ? 
Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question. How came they to whip him, then ? 

Anstcei'. Well, they came by one night, where myself and another man were; and 
told us they just wanted to let him see them, and scare him a little. * 
Question. Did they have on any disguises that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you have any on ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; a kind of cloth over my head. 
Question. Did you have on any horns ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Were all these raids in North Caroliua ? 
Atmver, Yes, sir. 

Questioji' You just went to show yourself, then ? 
Answer. That's what they said. 
Question. What else? 

Amwer. That's all I can tell you, I believe. 
Question. Weren't you ever on any other ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What month was that raid you spoke of? 
Ansiver. The last one I told you of was the 1st of March. 
Qxmtion. Is your Den still in existence ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was hursted up as soon as Shotwell didn't receive us, I reckon. 
Question. Just trying your hands, then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he wouldn't even receiye you after that ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear any talk about the raid on Mr. Justice ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I didn't know anything about where it started from, not until it 
was over. 

Redirect by Mr. Strong : 

Question. I understand you to say that in all these raids, and you were in three of 
them, there was nothing said about voting ? 

Answer. No, sir. There was nothing said about voting. None of them had anything 
whatever to do with politics. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN GRIGG. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense : 
Question. Have you ever been a member of the Invincible Empire ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you join, sir ? 
Answer. In October, sir. 

Question. Last Octol3.er ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who administered the oath to you? 
Answer, Harrison Eskindge. 

Question f What did you understand to be the object of the order from the oath, or 
what was said about it at the time ? 

Ansiver, The object, the way I took it, was for protection of widow women, and 
orphan children, at that time ; that was the way I understood it at the time I joined it. 

Question, Were you ever in a Den ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were you in the Den when the raid on Bigg^rstaff was resolved upon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were the charges a<5ainst him at that time ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir; what old man Wiley said that night there — that be had been the 
cause of Mr. McGaha a killing of Depriest. 
Question. Anything else ? 
Answer. Not that 1 mind of. 

Question. State whether or not anything was said about his politics there that 
night ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. You were on this raid, were you, sir. 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you first rendezvous ? 

Answer, We were at Martin Cronder's, about a quarter mile below his house. 

Question, How far was that from Mr, Biggerstafifs. ? 

Ansiver, I suppose it was eight or nine miles. 

Question. What time did you meet there? 

Ansiver. We got there about a half hour after dark. 

Question. Where did you go from there ? 

Ansiver. I went from there to what is called the Johnson place. 
Question. How many went with you ? 
Answer. Three besides myself. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Answer. Pinckney Tisdale, Michael Grigg, and Michael Crouder. 
Question. Where did you go to from there ? 
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Anstvcr. I was ordered to go on to the Johnson pLaco, and I went. 
Question. Did you find anybody at the Johnson place. 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Rnfus Magnis and Web. Eskridge. 

Question. Did anybody fall in by the way between Crouder's and the Johnson placo? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. T^ien you went from this Johnson place where t 
Answer. To Jim Allen's. 

Question. How far was that from Biggerstaff's ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I am not acquainted with the road. 
Question. How many miles did you suppose it was ? 
Answer. I should think it was about four or five miles. 
Question. Did you or did you not meet a crowd at Allen's T 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. Ten or a dozen ; somewhere along there. 
Question. Did you see Mr. Johnson there ? , 
Answer. I didn't see him ; if I did, I didn't know him. 
Question. There were several men there anyway? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I asked them where they were from, and they told me thoy were 
from Sandy Run. 

Question. How near did you go to Mr. Biggerstaff's house ? 

Answer. l\om a hundred and fifty to two hundred yards from his house. 

Question. Where were the horses, sir ? 

Answer. They were where I stopped. 

Question. Were any horses carried up to the house ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What time did the whipping take place,, sir ? What time did you think it 
was? 

Answer. I should suppose it was 11 o'clock. 

Question. What was said when you joined the Invisible Empire — what instnictions 
did you receive ? 

Answer. Doctor Martin was the first man that ever called it to me, and he asked mo 
if I didn't want to go in a party for my protection, and for the protection of my family 
and friends ; and I told him if I could go into it safely, without injuring my family 
and my friends, I would go into it j and ho said there wai^ not, and I went out aud 
joined it. 

Question. .Was anything said about any politics ? 
Answer. Not that night. 
Question. Was anything said at any time? 
Answer. Not that I recollect of. 

Question, Did you understand that there was anything there to prevent you from 
voting the republican ticket if you saw lit to do so ? 
Answer, I don't know that there was. 

Question, In going from Jim Allen's to Biggerstaflfs did anyhody join you ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; nobody joined us. 

Question, You know some of these defendants here, don't you, sir ? 

Ansieer. I suppose I do. 

Question. Do you know John Caltou ? 

Answer, Y'*es, sir. 

Question. Did you see or hear anything of him there that night, sir? 

Answer, I did not see him. 

Question. Do you know Jason Wethrow ? 

Answer, Yes^ sir. 

Question. Did you see or hear anything of him there that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. - 
Question. William Depriest, do you know him ? 
Anstvei*. No, sir. 

Question. Adolphus Depriest, do you know him ? 

Answer. No, sir : I don't know of the rest except Amos Harrill and Ben. Gould. 
Question. Did you hear or see anything of them there that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear any of those names there that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Didn't you mingle freely in the crowd there that night T 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Do Son know Amos Harrill ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. , 
Question. Was ho there that night ? 
Answer, I don't think he was. 
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Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question, Do you live in Cleveland? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What part of Cleveland ? 

Answer, Well, it was about thirteen miles above Shelby. 
Qttestion, On towards Rutherford? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, When did you say you joined the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer, I think it was the second Saturday in October last. 
Question, Did you take the oath ? 
An8wefi\ Yes, sir. 

[The attorney for United States then read the oath of the Invisible Empire.] 

Question, Is that the oath ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think so, pretty much. 

Question. You say nothing was said about its being in favor of a political organization 
when you joined it ? 

Answer, No, sir; nothing said about depriving anybody from voting as they pleased. 
They first read me that oath j some I repeated, and some I didn't. I couldn't go over 
all of it. 

Question, You swore to obey your leader in everything ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. ' 
Question, You swore to oppose the radical party in all its forms ? 
Answei; I don't recollect, sir. 

Question, Did you understand that it was against the radical party ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How were you going to put the radical party down ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I don't know how. 

Question, Was anything ever said in any of your meetings about putting it down? 
Answer, There might have been after that time ; I never heard it said in the Den ; I 
simply heard it spoken of just privately. I never was at but two meetings. 
Question, Who told you to go on the Biggerstaft" raid ? 
Answer. Marion Horde. 

Question, What was the reason they were going against Biggerstaff ? 
Answer, The sentence was that he should be whipped. 
Question, Were you present when he was tried ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the committee went off and tried him, and reported that he was 
condemned. 

Question, All that you have got to do is what ? 
Answ'cr, To carry out the order of the committee. 

Question. Did you discuss in the Den what you had against Biggerstaff? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What was it you had against him ? 

Anmcer, That he had been the cause of Depriest being killed. 

Question, Who was Depriest ? 

Answer, I didn't know him. 

Question. Was he a member of the Den ? 

Answer, 1 don't know, sir. 

Question, Was it because McGaha had killed Depriest, and Depriest was nothing to 
any of you ? 

An8wei\ No, sir ; there wasn't anything said about belonging to the order 

Question, To the Den ? 

Answer. Not that I recollect, sir. 

Question, Who was McGaha ? 

Ansiver, I don't know him. Nothing was said about him I just heard Mr. Wiley 
tell it over that McGaha had killed Depriest, and Biggerstaff was the cause of it. 
Question, Did McGaha have any cause to kill him ? 
An8wei\ I don't know anything about it. 
Question, Did you hear how he killed Depriest ? 
Answer, 1 don't recollect that I did. 
Question, Did he kill him with a knife or a gun ? 
Answer, I don't know, sir. 

Question, Why did the Den take up such a quarrel as that ? 
Answer, I could not tell you that. 

. Question, And you were along and helped to whip a man for that ? 
Ansiver, 1 had to obey orders good or bad. 

Question, Did you not have a right to say, and did you, that you would not go ? 
Ansiver. I reckon so. 

Question, You went along to whip a man a long way out of your neighborhood, in 
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auoflier Deigliborhood ; now what account can you give of that ; what account can 
yon give of yourself? Now tell this court and jury. 

[Tlio witness became confused, and didn^t reply.] 

Question. Is that your account of yourself ? 

Answer, Yes. sir. 

Question, You were obliged to go ? 

Answer. I thought so at the time, • 
Question. Were not you obliged to obey the orders of your chief? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was anything said about whipping you, if you didn't go ? 
Answer. No, sir; I heard it mentioned about through the country, and I was afraid 
that they would jerk me. 

Question. AVasu't a great deal said there that you didn't hear ? 
Answer. Not a great deal. 
Question. Where did you meet ? 
Answer. At George Blandell's old place. 

Question. How far a circle was it in the Den from the furthest man across ? 

Answer. Maybe thirty spaces. They were crowded about. Some might have been 
paying attention and some might not. 

Question, Yon just hoard that a man in the county was to be whipped, because he 
had taken part in a quarrel, of which you know nothing ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after that did you whip him? 

Answer. I think it was on the next Saturday night week ; that was on Monday or 
Tuesday night. 

Question. How many went ? 
Answe}\ I don't know that, sir. 

Question. Can you tell who were present in the meeting that ordered him to be 
whipped ;* when the sentence was passed on him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give the names of some of them ; all you can. 
Answer. There was two meetings. 

Question. Well, give the names of those at the meeting when he was ordered to be 
whipped, and who was the committee that ordered him to be whipped ? 
A7iswei'. Only saw Mr. Irwiu. 
Question. Give the names of some of them. 

Answer. Michael Cunden for one, Robert Fortenbury was there, and I think Henry 
Powell was there, and I think John Powell was there, I think George Cabius was 
there, John Wiley was there, Frank Wiley was there, aud Joseph Beau, I think, and 
Angas Fortenbury, Harrison Eskridge was there, Marvin Horde, Richard Horde, John 
McKee, and William Cabins, and there might be a good many others that I saw there 
and that I don't recollect now. 

Question. Can you recollect anybody else ? 

Answa\ No, sir ; not at present, I can't. 

Question. That was the time he was ordered to be whipped ? 

Ansiver. That was the firs^ meeting, sir. 

Question. Did you have a second meeting about it? 

Ansicei. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was that for ? 

Anstve)'. Why, it was just in the Den that I belonged to, and they wanted to hear 
from any of the other Dens whether they would go and help or not. 
Question. What other Dens ? 
Answer. Mr. Wilt^y's and Mr. Wetbrow^s. 
Question. You wanted two more Dens to help ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were these the only Dens you wanted to help ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you do ? 

Answei'. That was the first meeting, you understand, till the next Monday or Tues- 
day night — I won't be positive— and they were to go and report whether they would go 
or not. 

Question. How many were present at the second meeting ? 
Answer. I don't recollect, sir, just how many. 

Question. Mr. Gregg, at the second meeting was it agreed to go ; did the other Dens 
agree to go w ith you f 
Ansive}\ That was the understanding I had. 
Question. How many went with you ? 
Answer. I don't know how many. 
Question. About how many ? 

Answer. I would sux>pose there were about seventy-five or a hundred. 
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Question. Did anybody join you in Rutherford? 

Answer. Yes, sir, right at the line these meu, Magnus and Eskridge, got with me. 

Question. Were they Rutherford men ? 

Answer. They were Cleveland men, sir. 

Question. Did anybody from Rutherford join you ? 

Ansiver. Mr. Owens was there. 

Question. I5id you know when he joined you ? 

Answer. I don't know j I never saw him till we stopped the horses. 

Question. Did John Wethrow go with you ? 

Answer. I did not see him. 

Question. Do you swear that nobody joined you goiug along the Rutherford road, 
after you got into Rutherford ? 
Answer. I got with this crowd I spoke of there at Allen's. 
Question. Who were they ? 
Answer. They were from Sandy Run, I think. 
Question. Was that the only place that anybody joined you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many crowds were there ; how many were in the main crowd ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. There were in all about seventy-five or a hundred men. 
Question. How many were in the other crowd ? I am speaking of the whole party 
that got together. You think there weren't more than a hundred men altogether ? 
Answer. I don't think there was, sir. ' 

Question. After you got into Rutherford, any more than eight or ten meu join you ? 

Ansiver. I don't think they did, sir ; that was all *I saw. 

Question. Did you see all ? 

Answer. I think I ought to have seen them. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that Mr. Depriest was not there ? 
Answer. I don't know the mau, sir. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that Mr. Wethrow went there ? 

Ansiver. I didn't see him. 

Question. Were the men, generally, disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 
Question. Do you swear that James Sweazy wasn't there ? 
Ansiver. Not that I know of. 

Question. Did I understand you to swear that Ben. Fortune, James and Joseph For- 
tune, Daniel Fortune, Samuel Biggerstaff, Alfred Biggerstaff, Barton Biggerstaff, Marcus 
Tucker — do you swear they were not there ? 

Answer. Not that I saw. 

Question. Ben. Gould ? 

Answer. Not that I saw. 

Question. Joseph Wilson ? 

Answer. I didn't know any of the rest of the men. 
Question. You say you didn't go up to the house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You didn't hear what went on then ? 
Answer. No. sir ; I only heard old Mr. Biggerstaff hollering. 
Question. Did you hear anything that was said to him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Djd you hear anybody cursing him for being a damned old radical ? " 
Answer. No, sir. I could not have heard it that far. 

Question. You heard uothing said from the time he was condemned to be whipped up 
to that time about his politics ? 
Answer. I won't be positive about that. * * 

Question. What is the best of your recollection ? 
Answer. I don't recollect. 

Question. I understand you to say that there was to be no violence 
Answer. No, sir, that wasn't my intention. 
Question. What was the purpose of the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. Well, I don't know, sir j that I can't tell. 

Question. You would obey all orders, wouldn't you, good or bad, lawful or unlawful? 
Answer. They didn't say about that. 

Question. If they ordered you to whip a man you would do it, wouldn't you ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you understand it was to put down the radical party ? 
Answe)'. I think so, sir ; I understood that after I joined it. I just heard it talked 
about among the members. I don't know tliat it was generally talked about. 
Question. What did you hear spoken of? 
Answer. Just that it was to put down the radical party. 

Question. Did you ever hear anything said in the Dens at all about the purpose of the 
Empire ? 
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Anstcer, No, air; I never was at but two meetings. 
Question. And you never went on but one raid? 
Anatvcr. I have been ou four or five. 
Quesiion. You joined last October? 
J nsMW. Last October, sir. 

Question. And you say you have been at two meetings, and on four or five raids. Now, 
give some account of those raids, Mr. Grigg, and who they were on. 

Ansiccr, The first raid I ever was on was on a colored man, by the name of Jack 
Wellmour. 

Question. What did you go on h^m about? 

Answer. Well, it was understood through the country that ho had some colored people 
driUing. 

Question. Is that against the law ? 
Answer, I would supi)ose it was. 
Question. And he was reported to your Den f 
Answer, I think so. 

Question. Did the committee sit on him? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. IIow was he tried ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. I was authorized to go. 
Question, Who authorized you ? 

Answer. Marion Horde sent me word to meet him to go to Samuel BiggerstafiPs, to go 
to Jake Gould's. 

. Quesiion, How many of you were there? 
Answer. Eighteen or twenty. 
Question. Did you go ou that raid? 

Ansicei'. No, sir, we turned back, and didn't go all the way. 
Question. Why? 

Answer, ifeecause he was not at home. 

Question. Were there any others ? 

Answer, Only an old man Whitnant. 

Question. What was he charged with having done ? 

Anstver, With living in adultery, and ho was a member of the order, having two 
wives. 

Quesiion. What did they do to him ? 

A nstver. They whipped liim. 

Question. Did they whip him out of the order ? 

Anstver, I saw him at the meeting after that. 

Question. Did he give up one of his wives after you whipped him ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir; he has one in South Carolina, and one living with him. 

Question, You don't know that he was a member ? 

Anstver. No, sir. 

Question, Did he get to be a member aftervvnard ? 
Answer, I don't know, sir ; but I saw him at a meeting. 
Question. When was it you whipped Whitnant ? 

Answer. I don't recollect, s^r ; he said in the Den he belonged to the order. 
Question. Did the members recognize him after that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they try Whitnant for having two wives ? 

Answer. No, sir; there was just eleven men of us went and whipped him. 

Question. Was that done by any order ? 

Answer. Well, it was authorized through Horde, 

Quesiion. Give me*another raid. 

An8wei\ Well, they went to Mrs. Waters's to whip a black boy she raised. 

Question. What were they going to whip him for ? 

Anstver, For keeping the company of white women. 

Quesiion. Did you whip the woman ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; we didn't whip him. 

Question. Did you whip thewomau ? 

Aimver. No, sir. 

Question, What other raids ? 

Answer. Wo made another raid on him. 

Quesiion. Did you get him that time ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is that all the raids you ever were on ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I think it is. * 

Question, Did you go armed on the Biggerstaff raid? 

Answer, Me? yes, sir. 

Question. What arms ? 

Answer, A pistol. 
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Question. A repeater? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Quosiion. Were tliey generally armed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

'Question. From soveuty-five to a hundred men went out of Cleveland ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. You went there, and didn't see old man Biggerstaff whipped at all? 

Ansii'er. No, sir; I only heard him hollering. 

Question. Did you hear any of the family's voices hollering? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. AVhat time did you get home ? 

Answer. Ahout an hour and a half before day. 

Question. How far was Biggerstaff from your i)lace ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think it is ahout twelve or thirteen miles. 

Question. Please tell the jury who reported his case to your Den for consideration ? 

Answer. Mr. Wiley. 

Question. Who was Wiley ? 

Answer. John Wiley ; he was a member of the order from that county — Cleveland 
County. 

Question. He brought this case before you ? 
Answer. He was the first man I ever mention it. 
Question. Did he tell where he got his information from ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he didn't. 

Question. He brought his case up. Is that the way you act ? ^ * 

Answer. Well, sir, there was ii great deal that passed that I didn't hear in the crowd. 
Question. Did yon hear anyhodj^ hollo that night exeex)t Biggerstaff ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Didn't the Den or Dens that were there hurrah ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. Was there a great deal of hollering ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; after leaving there. 
Question. How long were they there ? 
Answer. Maybe three-quarters of an hour. 
Question. You say you got there about 11 o'clock? 

Answer. I think so. * 
Question. You left there ahout 12 o'clock ? 
Anstver. I don't know, sir; as near as I can judge. 
Question. You say you got home just before day ? 
Answer. Yeo, sir. 

Question. What time does the day break in April ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. What time did you start from Crowder's old field ? 

Answer. About a half an hour in the night. I didn't go the same road that the main 
crowd went. I don't know who joined them on the road. 
Question. Do you know Pinckney Tisdale ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he in the main crowd, or the crowd with you ? 
Answer. He was in the crowd with mo. 

Question, Were all the men you met there that night Cleveland men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Redirect examination : 

Question. The men that were with you at Crowder's, were they Rutherford or Cleve- 
land men ? 

Aiiswer. They were Cleveland men then that I saw. 

Question. When you got east of Biggerstaff's you saw some men there ; did you know 
these men, sir ? 
Answer. They told me they were from Sandy Run. 
Question. Which way is that from Biggerstaff's ? 
Answer. Southeast. 

Question. How far is it from Biggerstaff's ? 
Answer. Some eight or ten miles. 

Question. These men that are indicted here, you don't know where they live ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. After you got to Mr. Allen's, did any other crowd come up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the main crowd. 

Question. Which way did they come ? ■ • . 

Answer, From Wall's old route. 

Question. With regard to this man— Jack Wallman— was it not reported in the neigh- 
borhood that he used to stop white peox^le in the neighborhood ? 
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Answer. I never heard that. 
Question. Was he a school-teacher ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that an objection ? 

An8wc7\ Not that I nuclerstood. The way that I nnderstood it was that after the 
nifi^ger meeting Avoukl be dismissed, the \Aomeii folks would go home, and the men 
folks would go to drilling., 

Question. Was it reported, though, there that they were drilling at three or four 
places? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I had heard it. 

Question. And that they had camps ? 

Answer. I never heard of that. 

Question. Wasn't that report made to the Den ? 

Answer. 1 think so. I think it was reported that they were drilling in the day-time 
some seven or eight miles from where I lived. 

Question. You say you saw Whituant at the Den afterward ? 
Answer. I saw him afterward at a meeting? 
Question. What did he say at that meeting in the Den ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Tuuderstand you to say that they went on him another time to whip him 
for living Av^ith a white woman, AVhat are your polities, sir ? , 
Answer. I am a conservative, sir. 
Question. Always been a conservative, sir ? 
Ansiiwr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have voted the republican ticket ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF ALVIN JOHXSOX. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong:) 
Question. Mr. Johnson, were you a member of the Invisible Emj)iro ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir. 

Question, When were you initiated ? 

Ansii-er. The latter part of last winter, some time. I don't reeoUoct the month. 
Question. Who initiated j'ou ? 
Answer. Alberti Elliot. 

Question. I wish you would state to his honor and the jury from the oath taken at 
that time what you understood it to be for. 
Answer. Well, they didu't tell me what it was for. 
Question, Didn't tell you what it was for? 
Answer .^l^Oy sir. 

Question, State all that did occur at the time when you were sworn in, 
'Answer, They only swore me in; they didn't tell me what it was for, nor what to 
do? 

Question, W^as anything said about voting at the time or not ? 
Answei'. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Was or was there not anything said about interfering with any other polit- 
ical party ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nothing said about politics ? 

Ansu'er. No, sir, I never heard a word about politics. / 
Question, Will you be good enough to state whether you were in this raid on Mr. 
Biggerstaff. 
Answer. Yes, sir, I was there. 
Question. You were in that raid ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you go to the house, sir? 

Answer, Yes, sir. , 
Question. Where did yon first rendezvous ? 
A nswer. At James Allen's. 

Question. Which direction is that from Mr. BiggerstafPs ? 
Ansicer East. 

Question. About how far is that from Mr. Biggerstaflfs ? 
Ansicer, It must be two miles or over. 

Question, How many men do you suppose were along on the raid ? 
Answer, I think there was eighty or ei<;hty-two. 
Question, Well, why do you think so, sir? 
Answer. Well, I have heard them numbered. 
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Question. What part of the cohimn, as they, went on to Mr. Biggerstaffs, were you in ? 
Anstver, I was No. 5. 

• Question. Will you be good enough to state whether any person joined you after you 
left Mr. Allen's. 
Answer. No person fell in as I saw anything of. 
Question. Would you have seen them ? 

Answer. If they had been on the road I would have seen them. 
Question. When you got to Mr. Allen's how many men were there ? 
Answer. When I got there there.was none there at all. 

Question. Did any man come from the direction of Mr. Biggerstafi'^s towards Allen's f 
Ansive)'. No, sir. 

Question. Were all the men that are indicted iu this case there ? 
An8iva\ The most that I knew of them were there. 

Question. In coming to Mr. BiggerstaflPs how would they have had to come ? 
Answer. They would have to come down the road. 
Question. Did you go up toward the house ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. I will ask you the question whether you saw any of these parties there 
that night — James Sweazy ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You didii't see him or hear his name called ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Jason Wethrow ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. William Depriest ? 

Ansive}\ No, sir. 

Question. Joseph Depriest ? 

Answe)\ No, sir. 

Question. Taylor Carson ? 

Answer'. No, sir. 

Question. Olin Carson ? 

Ansiccr. No, sir. 

Question. Ben Fortune ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Leander Toms, Daniel Fortune, Samuel Biggerstaff, Barton Biggerstaff, 
Lloyd Early, Ben Gould, Alfred Early, James McDaniel, Joseph McDaniel, Achilles, 
Durham ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Lawson Teal ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. You know these men ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. « * 

Question. You didn't see any of them there that night ? 
Ansice7\ No, sir. 

Question. You didn't hear any of their names called ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. State to the jury if they had been there whether you would have known it ? 
Ansiver. If they had been there I would have known some of them at least. 
Question. You say you saw the whipping ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was said at the time ; what conversation took place? 
Ansive)\ Well, they first brought him out of the house and commenced whipping 
him. 

Question. Were you in the house ? , 

Answer. Not when he was brought out. They brought him out of the house and com- 
menced whippinghim, and some man said/' Hold on till we make him own to something." 
When they stopped whipping him they asked him about being charged with kill- 
ing Decatur Depriest and shooting into his brother's house. 

Question. Well, go on, then. Did Mr. Biggerstaff say anything ; and if so, what ? 

Ansiver. Mr. Biggerstaff told them that if they would not kill him he would tell 
them v*rho was at the head of it. When they stopped, he told them it was a man 
named Hollyfield. 

Question. State whether or not anything was said about voting ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I heard nothing about politics or voting at all. 

Question. Did you or did you not hear anything about his being a damned old radical? 

Answ€7\ No, sir; I didn't. 

Question. Did you know the purpose, before you got there, of this raid ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I didn't know anything abo\it it, till I heard them talking and ask- 
ing: about Depriest and shooting into his brother's house. 
Question. Well, did you return with the crowd ? 
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Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question, You say that yon saw the whipping ? 
Atmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, State what you saw put upon the old man's head. Did you see anything 
put upon his head or not ? 
An8icm\ No, sir ; I never saw anything on his head. 
Question. You saw him when he was out in the road there ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, And you say there was no hottle put upon his head ? Did you or did you 
not hear anything said about turpentine there that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did you or did you not hear anything of a bottle, said to contain turpentine, 
put upon the old man's head that night 1 
Ansicer, No, sir ; I didn't. 
Question, You say you know Joe Wilson ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I have been acquainted with him all my life. * 
Question, Had he been there with any disguise on that uight, you think you could 
have told him? ^ 
Anstver, Certainly I could. 

Question. You say you know Barton Biggerstaff ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question, Suppose he had been there with a disguise on, you would have known him? 
Atmver, If I had seen him I would. 

Question. If he had been there you would have seen him? 
Ansiver, 1 think it is reasonable I would. 

Question. Well, sir, did you or did you not see any horses up near the man's gate — 
opposite the gate as you came out of the house ? ' 
An8we7\ No, sir; there was no horses there while I was there — not in the lane. 
Question, How far were the horses from the house 1 

Ansiver. I suppose two hundred yards or over that. I left the horses in the woods. 
They were never brought to the lane. That is, there were some in the woods and some 
hitched in the road ; but none nearer than two hundred yards. 

Question, Did you stay there as long as the rest of the crowd ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I left when the rest of them did. 

Question, While you were there, sir, did any man join you from the west side ? 
Answer. If they did, I didn't see them. 

Question, Well, you left with the crowd ; where did you stop at in going back? 
Anstver, I stopped at Amos Harrill's. 
Question, Weil, tell what took place there. 

Answer, Well, they called up Mr. Harrill, and he came out and he got some of them 
some water, and I shook hands with him, and several of them did. 
Question. Did he come in his night-clothes? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and some of them told him what they had done. 

Question, How often did you call him before he came out ? 

Answei', I didn't call him ; some of the rest of them called him. 

Question. Did you or not know the men at Mr. Allen's when the main crowd came up? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I knew part of them. 

Question. Were imy of these defendants there ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You got to Mr. Allen's, you say, and there was nobody there, and shortly a 
few persons came, then the main crowd came up ? / ' 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that's true. 

Question, Where did those that came up before the main crowd come from 7 

Ansivei\ From Sandy Run. 

Question. Where is that? 

Ansive)\ It is east of Allen's. 

Question. How far east? 

Ansiver. It is this side of AUen's. 

Question. Was it in the sami direction that these men lived that are now on trial? 
Ansxvew Well, it is in the same direction for some of them. Joseph Wilson lives in 
the same direction, but he didn't come up that way. 
Question. What county is Sandy Kun in? 
Anstvei\ It is in Rutherford and a part in Cleveland. 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Phillips:) 
Question, Mr. J()hH£on,liow old are you? 

Answei; 1 will be twenty-one years old the 13th day of next May. 
Question. How long have you been a member ? 

Answer, Since the latter part of last winter. I don't recollect exactly what time it 
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Question, Your father living ? 

Ansivci'. No, sir. 

Question. Your motlier living ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you live with her ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you live in Rutherford ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, 

Question, Wliat Den did you belong to ? 

Answer, I didn't belong to any regular organized Den. I was sworn in at the Den, but 
didn't go baek there any more. 
Question, What Den was that ? 
Answer, Alberti Illiot's Den. 
Question, Was that the name of the Den ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, Was he chief? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir ; I believe so. 
Question. How old a man is he? ^ 
Answer. He is as old as forty, I reckon 
Question. Does he live in Rutherford ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; he lives in Cleveland. 
Question. How many were present when you were sworn inf 
Answer. I suppose there was as many as iifty. 
Question. Were they in disguise? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a part of them was. 
Question. What kind of a disguise did they have on ? 
Ansiver. Some had on red and some white. 

Question, Well, just give us an idea— just a cloth over their faces ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Any gown 1 

Answer, Yes, sir ; some had on gowns. 

Question. Any horns? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say, Mr. Johnson, that you didn't know what JVIr. Biggerstaff was going 
to be whipped for till you got there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What made you go to whip him if you didn't know what it was to be for? 

Answer. Well, I was told to go. 

Question. Who told you ? 

Answer. My uncle. 

^ttesh'ow. What's his name? 

Ansiver. Joseph Walker. 

Question. Now, I ask you, what did you go to whip him for,if you didn't know what 
it was to be for ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I didn't go to whip him, but I was in the crowd. 

Question. Do you say that you went just to whip an old man for nothing — is that so? 

^wsipe?'. I don't say that I said that. I went to be in the crowd. 

Question. Now, come, give us some better reason than that. You went in a large 
crowd to whip an old man for nothing. Is that the introduction you give yourself in 
a strange company like this ? 

An8ive}\ Well, sir, I didn't know what they w^re going to whip him for. 

Question. Was that the reason ? 

Ansivei'. Well, sir, I was obliged to go. 

Question. You went of your own accord ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had never heard anything said against him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What about him ? 

Answer. About killing Depriest and shooting into his l^rother's house. 
Question. Was that spoken of in the Den ? 
Answer. I was not at the Den when it was agreed. 
Question. Did your chief order you to go ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but he told me where I could get with the crowd. 

Question. Where did he tell you that you could get with the crowd ? 

Answei'. At Jim Elliot's. * 

^Mes/i07i. What Dens were along? 

Ansiver. Marion Horde's. 

Question. What others ? 

Answer. Well, I don't know what others. 

Question. Did you see Amos Owens there that night ? 
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AnsiPcr. Yes, sir; I saw hi ra there. 

Question. Where did you como up with him ? 

Answer. Well, sir, he cauie to Jauies Allen's. 

Question, Did he come alone ? 

Ajiswer, No, sir; he come with the crowd. * 

Question. What, that Cleveland crowd f 

Amicer. I suppose so, sir. 

Question. Wliere were you all when you were numbered ? 

Answer, I can't tell you exactly; wo were between James Allen's and Mr. Bigger- 
statl's, thou<;h. 

Question. Did you stop to count them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And why don't you know the exact number? 
Answer. Well, I heard eighty-two, or somewhere along there. 
Question. Did jiou hear any more than that ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was that the whole crowd? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which side of Mr. BiggerstafTs was that? 
Answer. Well, I can't tell you how fixr it ^vas. 
Question. Are you acquainted with that country? 
Answer. Yes, sir; but I am not very well acquainted with it. 
Question. Now, when you got there, you heard them tell him what ? 
Answer. I heard theui ask about killing Depriest and shooting into his brother's 
house. 

Question. Who was your captain— the general captain of all ? ^ 
Amnver. Marion Horde. 

Question. Was there any other chief there except he ? 
Answer. He was the only one I know of. 

Question. Was there any Grand Monk, or any other of the officers there? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Didn't the chief explain what yon were going to raid Mr. BiggerstaflTs 
house for ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You asked no questions; heard nothing said about what it was for; you 
weren't curious to inquire ; you didn't care to know ; you didn't hear anybody ask any 
questions why he was going; you just went along with the whole of them ? 

Answer. Yes; sir ; I just went along. 

Question. And the chief didn't tell them what they were going there for? 
Answer. Not w^hile I was there, sir. 

Question. But when he stopped and counted them, didn't he say he was near the place ? 
Answer. I don't recollect, sir. 

Question. Didn't he give any orders to break open the honse? 

Answer. He didn't then. 

Question. When did he ? 

Answer. He didn't at all, as I understood. 

Question. When they numbered you, how did they number you? Did they tell you 
you were to be such a number on the expedition ? 
Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. Wliat was your number? 
Answer Five. 

Question. When they called your numb#r, or No. 19, somebody would come ? 
Ansxrer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon were just No. 5 for the Biggerstaff raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have thought a good deal about that, haven't you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have thought right smart about it. 
Question. You have thought over everything that occurred time and again? 
Answer. Well, I sux)i)ose I bave. 

Question. Did you ever dream about it ? > 
Answer, No, sir; I never have. 

QueMion. In your waking hours you have thought about it a good deal ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Where you went and who were along? 
Ansti'cr, Yes, sir. t 

Question. You thought of the men's names and their faces and disguises time and 
again, haven't you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, And after all that thought, that not one word was said to any one, or to 
you, what you were going for, except to whip Mr. Biggerstaflf ? 

35 NO 
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J newer. Yes, sir; I didn't know what it was for till I got there. 
Question. And yon say you never was at any Den till this time? 
Aniicer. Yes, sir; but I was at other meetings. 
Question. Wliat other meetings ? 
Ansicer. At Cherry Mountain. 

Question. How far did you live from Cherry Mountain ? 
Ansxver. Five or six miles. 

Question. What meeting was that at Cherry Mountain ? Was it before the Bigger- 
staff raid? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. It was to organize a Den. 

Question. Who was the chief? 

Ansirei: John Wethrow. 

Question. You are not a chief yourself f 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. An o^cev^ • 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Qucsfion. How many were there ? 

Anstcer. I don't know how many were there. 

Question.Do you know what time that was, Mr. Johnson, when you organized 
Cherry Mountain Den, or Wethrow's Den, whatever you call it ? 
Answei*. No, sir. 

Question. Was it in the spring, or last fall ? 

Answer. It was in last spring, I think. 

Question, When was it that you joined ? I have forgotten. 

Answer. It was toward the last of last winter, , 

Question. When does the winter extend, according to your opinion.; what month- 
January or February ; along there? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was after that they made up Wethrow's Den ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can't you tell me how many were there when they made it? 

A nswer. No, sir ; I can't. 

Question. Did you see them making it up ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. ** 

Question. You didn't call that the meeting of a Den f 

Ansicer- Yes, sir ; it was a Den after it was organized ? 

Question. The meeting you went into after it was organized, Wethrow was chief? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time of day were you there? 
Ansicer. It was in the night. 
Question. In the house or in the woods ? 
Ak8W€7: In the road, sir. 

Question. What time of night ; toward the middle of the night ? 

Answer*. No, sir ; it was not that late in the night. 

Question. Was that a big road ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was not a very big road ? 

Question. A neighborhood road ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And you met there at night, and you didn't call that a meeting of the Den 
at all ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. What other meetings were you §fc, Mr. Johnson ? * 

Amwefr. I was at a meeting where Joe Walker was chief. 

Question. Is that your uncle ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was that? 

Ansiver, It was in an old field, near Luther Beam's. 

Question. Now give us another meeting you were at ; you didn't call that a meeting 
at all ? 

Answer. I don't recollect any other I was at. 
Question. Do you recollect that you weren't at any other ? 
Answer. No, sir ; that was all the meetings I was at. 
Question. How many raids were you on? 

Answer. Two on Mr. Biggerstaff and one on a man named Alfred Hambric. 

Question. White man or black man % 

Ansicei'. White man. 

Question. What was it for ? 

Answer. He took up w;th a woman. 

Question. A white woman or colored woman ? 

Answer. A white woman. 
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Question. Did you try him for it f 
Ansnxr, No, sir. 

Questioih Now, didn't the Den try him for it? 
^M-sim*. I didn't hear any trial if they tried him. 

Qmstion, Didn't the committee report him to he punished ? ' 

Answer. I don't know ; I suppose though they did. 

Question. Who ordered you to go on that raid against Hamhrick t 

Answer. Well, it was done the night I was sworn in. 

Question. W^ere yon told what it was ahont ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they tohl me he had heen living with a woman. 

Question. What were\hey going to do f 

Answer. They were going to tell him to leave ; they said they were going to go and 
run him off. 
Question. You went w^here he lived? 
Amwcr, Yes, sir. 
Question. Was he there? 

Answer. No, sir. ^ ^ 

Question. Did you ever go on him again ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but they found him' and said they didn't whip him, though. 

Question. What went with him ? 

Answer. They ruu him off. 

Question. W\as he republican or democrat ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question:. Were you disguised on that visit ? 

Answer. There was a part of them, but I was not. 

Question. Were you never on any other raid ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you take an oath whereon joined ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the oath ? 

Answa\ I don't recollect. 

()«cs/iOH. How often have you heard it? 

Answei'. I have heard it several times. 

Question. You think you wouhl know it if you heard it? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear it in this court anywhere ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Who read it ? 
Answer. From you. 

Questian. Is there any other part except this you have heard ? 
Ansictr. I don't think that is exactly the oath I took. 
[Connsel read the oath of the Invisible Empire.] 
Answer. Well, I believe that is about it. 

Question. What else is there, Mr. Johnson ? ^ 
Answer. I don't recollect. 

Question. Do you recollect that there is anything else ? 
Ansiver. I don't. 

Question. You think that this is just about the oath you took ? 
Answer. I don't think there is anything about obeying the orders of the chief. 
Question. Do you recollect that there was anything about obeying anybody 1 
Ansicer. No, sir; I don't. 

Question. You didn't hold the horses at old man Biggerstaff's ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You went in ? 
Ansicci', Yes, sir. 

Question. You went into the house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you go up-stairs ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you see Mrs. Norvill ? 
Answei'. I saw some woman whipped. 
Question. Didn't you interfere ? 

Ansiver. I never had anything to do with it. I didn't know her. 
Question. Do you mean to say you would see a woman whipped for nothing without 
Interfering ? 
Answei'. I didn't say it was for nothing. 

Question. You didn't say it was for anything. Would you see a woman whipped by 
your brothers without interfering ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I seen her whipped. I didn't know her nt all. 
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QnesUon. You -wouldn't interfere for any woman that you didn't know ? Would you 
have to have an introduction to a woman before you would interfere? 

Aimver. Well, I don't know ; I never had an introduction. They was older men 
than I waS; and if I had tried to stop them I could not have done it. 

Question. Mr. Johnson, you say you didn't go into Bi^jgerstaff's house when you first 
got there ? 

An82cci\ No, sir. 

Question. Where did you stop ? 

Answer.. 1 ^ot to the house, and they had him brought to the door. 
Question. How many persons staid with the horses 1 
AnsiL^r. I don't know how many. 
Question. Were they numbered ? 

Answo: Yes, sir ; they were numbered before they stopped. 

Question. You numbered those that staid with the horses as well as those that didn't? 
Answer. They were all numbered together, I suppose. 
Question. Did you stop out in the yard ? 
Answer. I went to the door. 

Question. Did you break open the door ? , 

Answer. 1 didn't. 

Question. Who was it ? 

Ansicer. 1 don't know who it was. 

Question. It might have been John Calton or William Depriest ? 
Answer. I don't know who it was. 

Question. It might have been one of the Fortunes for anything that you know ? 
Answer, I don't know who it was. 

Question. Weren't there a great many men there that you didn't know at all ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. A great many men about whom you could not swear? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, It might have been Olin Carson for anything that you know ? 
Ansicer. I don't know who it was that broke open the door. 
Question. Weren't you standing right about it when it was done? 
Ansiber. No, sir; the door was broke oi)en when I got to the house. 
Question. And you were No. 5 ? , 

Answer. 1 was No. 5, coming along, but several of the men got down to fix their 
horses, and I got behind ; and when I got there the men were there and had broken 
open the door. 

Question. Did you hear anything said when they took him out of bed ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. You didn't hear and you were right there ? 
Ansioer. No, sir. 

Question, Were they talking loud ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir. 

Question. Was there any noise at all ? 

A7iswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the noise? 

Answer. Some hollering and some making other kinds of noise. 
Question. Did you have on any disguise that night ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the disguise ? 
Answej\ It was a piece of cloth sewed up. 
Question. Eyes about it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Nose about it ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Horns on it ? 
Ansivefi'. Y^'es, sir. 

Question. What was all that they said to Biggerstaff ? 
An8tva\ I can't tell you. 
, Question. Had they struck him before they took him out of the house? 
Anstver. If they did I didn't see. 

Question. They struck him before they asked him questions ? 

Ansiver. les, sir. 

Question. What was it with ? 

Answe)\ With switches, I suppose. 

Question. Did any of them strike him with a pistol in you presence ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question, Did any of them strike him with a stick in your presence? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and I saw some of them strike him with their fists. 
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Question, Where did they get tlieir switches ? Did they bring them out of Cleve- 
Icand? 

Answer, I don't know, sir. 

Question, Did you have a switeh ? 

A usivcr. No, sir ; I didn't carry any with me. 

Question. Did you have one in your hand ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What did you do with it? (lid you whip old man Biggerstaff with it f 

Answer, Yes, sir. * 

Question, How often ? 

Ansice^', Fifteen licks, I believe. 

Question, Did all of them give him that many apiece ? 
AuHwei', Idou^tknow. 

Question. How many were you to give — all the party — how many licks wa« he to 
have I 

Answer, Well, I heard two hundred. 
Question. Didn't you X3ay four hundred f 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did he get his full number? 
Answer, I don't know whether he did or not. 

Question, What time did you hit him ; the first time he was brought out ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, When he was brought out the second time ? 
Answer. 1 don't know when it was. 

Question. Didn't you hit him when he was brought out into the road ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You hit him in the road ? 
Answei', Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he carried back into the house and then brought back into the road t 
Answer, If ho was I didn't see it. 
Question, You struck him, then, each time ? 

Answer. It was not when I first got there ; it might have been toward the last. 
Question, Had he been pretty well w^hipped when you struck him ? 
Answer,. He had been whipped some. 
Question, Was ho lying down or sitting up ? 
Ansicer. Lying down. 

Question, Did you whip that young woman ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Yon. were contented with the old man ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Where was his daughter when you were whipping the old man? 
Answn-. 1 didn't see her. 

Question, Had she been whipped before you whipped the old man ? 

Answer, I don't recollect. ^ 

Question. Did you ever see a woman whipped before ? 

Ansiver. 1 don't recollect that I ever did, sir. 

Question. Was it a very interesting performance to you ? 

(Witness didn't reply.) 

Question. How long were you at BiggerstafPs ? 

Answer. I don't know how long we were there. 

Question, Did it appear like a short time or a long time ? 

Answer. It was a powerful long time. 

Question, What is a powerful long time ? 

Answer, I don't know. 

Question, What time did you get there ? 

Ansicer. I don't know that. 

Question, What time — about ? 

Answer, It was in the fore part of tlio night. 

Question, Ten, 11, 9, or 12 o'clock ? 

Answer, It must have beoa about 10 or 11. 

Question. Was it as late as 12 ? , ^ 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you see old man Biggerstaff brought out ? 
Atisica-. No, sir. 

Question, Did you see him carried into the house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you see him go to the house ? 
Answej'. No, sir. 

Question, Did you see that young woman go to the house? 
Answer, No, sir; I didn't see her go. 
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Question, You didn't see how lie got to the house ? 
Alts wet' , No, sir. 

Question. When they whipped him what did they say it was for? 
Answer, For having killed Depriest and shooting into his brother's house. 
Question. Mr. Johnson, one word. Didn't you drink something that night ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; I did drink something. 

Question, Yon can't tell me how much or how often you drank ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you drink as much as twenty times ? 
Answer, No, sir. 
J Question. As nTuch as ten times ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, As much as live times ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. You hadn't taken five drinks that night ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, How many had you taken I . % 

Answer. Two or three, I suppose. 
Question. What time ? 

Answer, Well, I took one drink before I started. 
Question, Does it take a pretty good drink to do you ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, What kind of liquor did you drink ? 

Answer, Whisky. 

Question. What— that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you take half a tumbler full? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Where were you when you took another drink ? 

Answer, I took another at a widow woman's between our house^ — 

Question, A half tumblerful ? 

Answer, No, sir; there was three of us drinking a tumblerful. 
Question, At the widow what ? 
Answer, Walker's. 

Question, Where were you when you took another drink f 
Answer, At Jim Allen's, 

Question, How much did you drink there ; half a tumblerful ? 
Answer. I don't think I did, sir. 

(^j^es/iow. A third of a tumblerful? v 
Anstcer, 1 can't say, sir. * 
^i/es<ion. Have you any recollection that you drank again? 
Answer. No, sir; I don't recollect any but the three drinks. 

Question. How long was it from the time you started from home till you got to Big- 



Answer, It might have been two or three hours. 
Question, What time did you start from home ? 
Answer, I left home about dark. 

Question, Did you say that you didn't join the crowd as they left Jim Allen's ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, How far is it from Jim Allen's to the Cleveland line? 
Answer. It is four miles, I suppose ; maybe four and a half. 
Question. And about two miles from Allen's to Biggerstaff 's ? 
Answer, I don't know exactly how far it is ; about two miles I guess. 
Question. Where did you first see Amos Owens ? 

A7mvet\ I don't recollect ; I believe, though, I seen him at Allen's. I won't be certain 
of it though. 

Question, How near Jim Allen's does he live ? 

Answer, I think he lives as near as two miles and a half, maybe. 

Question. West or east ? 

Answer, West or northwest. 

Question. Biggerstaff 's, is it not, sir, is in the western direction? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Amos Owens's is northwest from there? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Sandy Run is which way ? 
Answer, East. 

Redirect by counsel for defendants, (Steong :) 

Question, I understood you to say, Mr. Allen, that Amos Owens was there that night? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Quesfion. Did ho go to the house or stop -with the horses ? 
A)i8im\ He stopped with the horses. 

Question. Yon lett Amos Owens \Yith the horses and went on to the house, and when 
you ^^ot to the house they were dragging him out of the door ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, 

Qiiistim. So that Amos Owens w*is not there in the first crowd ? 

Ansivcr, Not at the house. 

Question. You left him out with the horses ? 

Answer. I told him to mind my horse and started to the house. I hitched my horse 
and told Amos Owens to mind him. 

QHCstion. When you got there they were dragging Biggerstaff out of the house? 
^ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, now, this mask that you had on ; did that fit closely to the face or 
loose] y ? 
A nswe)\ They fit very close. 

Question. Did you see anybody with a white gown on there that night? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^ho had that on, do you know? 
Answer. I saw two or three with a white gown on. 
Question, Who were they ? 

Answei: One of them was Fayette Williamson, and another was Gaither Philbeck. 
Question. Who was that in the party pretending like he was Decatur Depriest? 
Answer. I don't know who it was. 
Question. You don't know who it was ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don't. 

Question. Was it any of those two men that had on gowns ? 
Answer. I don't know who it was. 

Question. Well, Mr. Phillips asked you whether or not it might have been some of 
these Fortunes that broke into the house, for what you knew. I understood you to say 
that you could not say positively whether they were ^lere that night, and that you 
thought if any of them were there you would find it out; that if an^ of these men were 
there, excei)t Amos Owens, you would have found it out? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I didn't say they was not there, but I didn't see them there. 

Question. You say you took about a half tumblerful when you left home, and the 
third of a tumblerful on your way there, and at Jim Allen's a third of a tumblerful? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State whether you were sober that night ? 

Answer. I was half tight when I first started. 

Question. When you got to Mr. Biggerstafi's how were you ? 

Answei'. I knew every thing that was going on as well as if I hadn't drank a drop. 
Question. You knew every thing that was going on as well as if you hadn't drank a 
drop ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did. 

Question, Mr. Johnson, did you or did you not ever go before Judge Logan to con- 
fess this matter ? State about it. 
An8we)\ Yes, sir. 

Question, State whether or not you were one of the first that told all about it. 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You say that you were one of the first that made a confession ? 
Ansu'er, Yes, sir; of that raid I was. 

Question, Mr. Phillips read over an oath to you that was taken and you say you can- 
not swear precisely about the oath ; can you tell the words of it exactly ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question,- 1 ask you if this was not tho oath ? [Reads oath given by J. W. Thompson 
before.] 

Answer, This is about the oath I took ; some of it I don't remember. 
Question, You think this is nearer to it than the one Mr. Phillips read to you ? 
An8wei\ Yes, sir ; it is. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Question, Mr. Johnson, you say that you were ono of the first that told about the 
Biggerstaff raid ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; I suppose I was. 
Question. What time did you tell ? 

Aiistve)'. I don't recollect what time it was ; it was before the election though, I 
think. 

Question. How long ? 

Answa\ I don't know. • 
Question. You are certain it was before the election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I think it was before the election. 
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Question. Were you under arrest about it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You had been arrested about tho BrggerstafF raid ? 
Answer. Well, I was arrested but I didn't know what it was for. 
Question. They arrested you about this Invisible Emi)ire? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In tho oath that you took do you recollect whether the words " immacu- 
late God," were in it ? 
Answei'. It was immaculate Judge," I think. 
Question. You think the word immaculate " was in it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think it was, but are you certain it was f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I know it was. 

TESTI^^IONY OF JOHN GKEEN. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong :) 
Question. Your name is John Green ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where do 70U live, Mr. Green ? 

Ansicer. I live in Rutherford County. 

Question. How far from Mr. BiggerstafiPs ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I don't know where he lives. 

Question. Well, Mr. Green, what are your politics ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I always voted the republican ticket. 

Question. Republican now, sir ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I voted that way last election. 

Question. You never have voted the democratic ticket ? 

Ansiver. Never have, sir. 

Question. Did you ever belong to the Invisible Empire? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Who initiated you, sir ? 
Anstcer. Franklin Green, of Cleveland. 

Question. Were you a republican, sir, when you became a member of the Invisible 
Empire ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; always have been since the war. 
Question. And have been a republican while j^ou were in it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I ask you if you took any obligation to prevent your voting just as you 
pleased, when you entered that Empire ? 
Answer. No, sir ; there was nothing said at all about it. 

Question Was there any understanding — any information — that you must vote against 
the republican party, when you joined f 

Answer. No, sir ; they didn't tell me anything about the votes I was to give. 

Question. I ask you, Mr. Green, was not the thing that you were to oppose the cor- 
ruption of the republican party, but not the republican party itself? 

Ansim'. It was to oppose the party in its corruptions ; some how about that ; in all 
its corruptions, 

Question. I ask you Mr. Green if good republicans in your section of the State didn't 
use their efforts to encourage what they considered their party, without being Ku- 
Kluxes from the republican party ? 

Anstcer. I think they did, sir. 

Question. Men in good standing in the republican party, in Rutherford County, were 
anxious to see some things changed in the republican party ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And when you became a member of the Invisible Empire there was nothing 
there that prevented you from being just as good and sound a rex^ublican as you ever 
were before ? 

Anstcer. Not that I understood, sir. 

Question. I ask you, Mr. Green, when you became a member of tho Invisible Empire 
if you were sworn to disobey any law of the United States Government or of North 
Carolina ! 

Answer. No, sir, not that I understood. 

Qtiestion. AVhat was the object of the Invisible Empire, sir, as it was explained to 
you ; was it mutual protection ? 
Answer. Somehow that way. 

QueMion. Well, now, state them in yonr own words to the jury. 
Anstcer. I can't reme*mbcr the oath exactly. I didn't understand it to keep me from 
voting any way that I pleased. 

Question. You didn't keep it a secret that you voted with the republican party? 
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Answer, No, sir ; I didn't. 

Question, You didu't vote tha repulrlican ticket in a secret, stealthy -way ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Queslion. You voted for it right straight out ? 
Answer. I did. 

Qucslion. Did you ever see any of the brethren of the Invisible Empire with their dis- 
guises on ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I savr them several times. 

Question, State some occasion when and where you saw them. 

Answer. There eanie some of them to my house one time. 

Question. How mauy of them ; about how many ? ^ 

J?j6'MTr. Someeightorten. 

Question, Were they disguised, sir ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, In what manner f 

Answer. Well, some of them bad on their false-faces — their horns, and so on — and 
some had on gowns and some didn't. 

Question, Were they all disguised about their faces ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. • 

Question, I wish you would state to the jury whether you were close to them or not, 
sir. 

Ansiccr, Well, I was standing around the fire, and knocking about, and they were all 
about. 

Question, And they were standing in the house I 
Aimcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you look at them closely ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you hear them talking ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Describe the kind of false-faces to the jury, and state whether or not there 
were any holes in it. 

Answer. They had holes around their eyes and mouth, and a little piece sewed on 
that made the nose. ' 
Question, Could not you tell the color of their eyes ? 
Answci', No, sir, 

Question. Could you not tell the color of their eyes by looking at them ? 
Answer, If they had looked right into my eyes 1 could have told whether they were 
black, or blue, or any other color. 

Question. Did you try to recognize them ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did they treat you badly ? 
Ansivei; No, sir. 

Question, They came on a visit to you, knowing that you were a member of the order ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was there a light there ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir, I believe there was a*lit£lo light, and I had just laid down. They 
come and called to me, and I got up as quick as I could to see them. I told them I 
would make a liglit, and they said there was a light. They told me to come out where 
they could see me good. 

Question, You say there was a little fire when they first came ? 

Answa-. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was there a light afterwards made up ? 

Answer, When I first went to the door, there was a little light; I afterwards made up 
a good light. 
Question, And they came in the house ? 
Answer, Y''es, sir. 

QnesHon, And I understand you to say you were close to them f 
An8wa\ Yes, sir. 

QueMion. You could not recognize any man of that party — their eyes or their voices ? 
Ansu'ei\ No, sir, not till they i^uUed off their disguises. 
Question. Could you know them by their motions ? 
Answa\ No, sir, I could not swear to a motion. 

Question, When they pulled off their disguises, did you not recognize them? 
Answa', Yes, sir. 

Question, Wet'e they well known to you ? 

Answci'. Yes, sir. The fiiut man that pulled off his disguise, he spoke to my sister, 
and asked her if she knew him, and she said that she didn't. 

Question. Never mind about that. Did your sister recognize either one of them ? 
Answer. No, sir, not till he pulled off his cap and she 
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Attorney of United States. Never mind about that, sir ; dou't give any conversa 
tious. 0 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question. Mr. Green, when did you join the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. I joined in February last. 
Question. AVhen did you leave it— when did you quit ? 

Ansiver. Well, after 

Question. How long ago ? 

Answer. It was in April some time, I suppose. 

Question. You belonged to that same Den that Mr. Shotwell didn't receive ? 

Answo'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then it broke up ? 

Answer. Well, I reckon there was a man or two initiated after that. 
Question. What time did you cease being a member? 

Answer. Well, sir, I don't know that I considered that I didn't belong to it at all till 
' I went up to town and made my confession to Mr. Justice. 
Question. What time was that ; before the election ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; after the election. i 
Question. Had you been lying out any ? 
Answ'cr. I staid out awhile. 

Question. When ? ^ 

An8icet\ Just two weeks before the election. 

Question. How eamo you to stay out ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I heard they had a warrant out for me. 

Question. As a member of the Empire ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you left ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I thought that I could not give security and I didn't want to lie 
in jail. AVhen I found I could give security I came in and surrendered myself. 

Question. Was there any election for you to vote at from the time you joined the 
order till the time you gave yourself up ? 

Ansiver. Not till that day. 

Question. How came you to give yourself up ? 

Ansivci'. Well, I found out I could give security and keep out of jail, and I came in 
and submitted. 

Question. Did you tell everything ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you tell it ? 

Answei: I don't know* when I told. I saw Mr. Scroggins the morning of the election, 
and he said he would give me a few days to get my security. 
Question. What was Mr. Scroggins — commissioner ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. On Thursday, the day we were to have a hearing, I give, I think, 
old man George Hambrick. 
* Question. Are you any relation to Elias Hambricls ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. > , - * 

Question. Why did Shotwell refuse to receive you ? 

Ansiver. I don't know, except what he said. He said that he had given no order for 
it, and that it wasn't framed right, or something like it. 
Question. Was Hambrick a republican ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he always voted that way. 
Question. What did you join the Empire for ? 

Answer. I don't hardly know what made mo join it. At the start I had heard of 
such a thing ; well, a man told me, that ought to know, that it was a good thing. 
Question. Good for what ? 
An8ivei\ They never said. 
Question. Didn't say it was good for anything ? 

Answer. They said that a man should bo protected from 

Question. What? 

Answer. Anything that might come on him in any way. » 
Question. Raids? 

Ansiver. I don't know, sir, that he said raids. 
Question. Were you afraid of being raided on ?^ 

Answer. I don't know as I was particularly afraid of it ; I didn't know but what 
there might be. 

Question. Was there any talk about distilling ? 

Ayiswei'. I didn't have any still and wasii't thinking anything about stilling.^ 
Question. You say you were a republican, and didn't think anything about it at all, 
except corruptions ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. W»as there anything in the oath about the radical party T 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they said something about denouncing the radical principles and 
all its corruptions. 

Question. Denouncing the radicals and all the forms of radicalism, was it not I 

Ansiver, No, sir ; not all its forms. 

Question. Was the word " immaculate" in it ? 

Anmm'. I don't know, sir, whether that was or not. 

Question. Can't you recollect now ? 

A7mver. That was at the start of it. 

Question. Didn't you say you promised before the "immaculate God;" that you 
agreed to the following sacred obligations before the immaculate God I 
Ansicer. I think it was pretty much that way. 

Question. Didn^t it wind up by saying that if you told anything it was death, 
death, death, at the hands of the brethren f ' 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the last part of it. 
Question. Did it say anything about obeying your chief? 
Answa'. No, sir. 

Question. Did it say anything about widows and orphans T 

Ansicev. Yes, sir ; widows and orphans should ever be their especial care ; somehow 
that way. 

Question. Did it say anything about " the Constitution as handed down in its original 
purity by our forefathers ?" 
Answer. I don't recollect anything about it. 
Question. You read and write ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, a little. 

Question. You understood you could be just as good a republican afterwards as be- 
fore? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you told the jury there was no opportunity for you to vote all tho 
time you were in it. Did you vote afterwards — after you were in it ? 
Answer. I did. 
Question. When? 
Answer. At this last election. 
Question. That was after you had given up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you send Mr. Scroggins any word about it ? 
Answer. I don't know that I did. 

Question. How came Mr. Scroggins to give you a day or two to give your security ? 
Answer. I think Mr. Hambrick had seen him, and he said if we would come in and 
give ourselves up he would give us time to get our security. 
Question. Who did you vote for at this last election? 
Answer, Well, sir, 1 voted agin the convention. 
Question. Who did you vote for to go to the convention ? 
Answer. I voted for Mr. Logan. 

Question. Will you tell the jury were you ever on a raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
. Question. Against whom? 
Anstver. The iirst one was against Martin Pearson. 
Question. What was he ?* 
Answer. He was a black man. 
Question. What did you raid on him for ? 

Answei'. Well, I can tell you what they told me. He had said some time before that 
he had been on with a wagon, and, I think, he had got some money, and he said as he 
came back that the Ku-Klux had robbed him. 

Question. And you raided on him for that ? 

Answer. He also stated that if any of the Ku-Klux came to his house he would know 
some of them and M^ould kill them. Then, I was at Bill Green's one ni^ht, and there 
came three men there, and said they was going, and wanted us to go with them, and 
we went. 

Question. And yoft raided him because he said he would kill any of the Ku-Klux 
thut came to his house ; that he would know them? 
An8wei\ Yes, sir ; he said he would kill some of them. 
Question. Did,you go in disguise ? 
A7i8we)\ Yes, sir. 
Question. What did you do ? 

Answei: Well, they took him and whipped him a little. 
Question. How much ? 

Answer. I don't know. Maybe some fifteen licks. 

Question. What did they say to him when they whipped him ? 
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Answer. "Well, I don't know exactly, except about what he had been threatening. They 
just asked him about what he had been threatening — about accusing the Ku-Klux. 

Question, Did you abuse him any ? 
• Answer, No, sir. 

On anybody else? 

Answer, Well, we went on another, on Mike Green, that night. 

Question, What was he ? 

Answer, He was a white man. 

Question, What for ? 

Answer, For leaving his wife. 

Question, Is he any kin to you ? 

Ansicer, He is my great-uncle. 

Question, How old a man is he ? 

Answei', Some thirty-five or forty. 

Question, Your great-uncle some thirty-five or forty; do you mean to say that he 
is a brother of your grandfather ; how old are you then, sir f 
Answer, Some thirty-five or forty. 
Question, You say he had left his wife and children ? 

Ansiver, He hadn't left his children ; he only went off and staid two or three days at 
a time. 

Question, Did you try this man before you started to whip him ? 
Ansiver, There was no trial about it that I knew anything of. 
Question, How long did you stay at Mike Green's ? 
Anstcer, Well, sir, probably we might have staid there half an hour. 
Question, Did you whip him ? 

Answer, Well, some. They told him if he didn't work and take care of his children, 
and put clothes on them, they would come back again. 
Question, Any other raid ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; one on Ben. Houser. 

Question, White or black ? , * 

Ansiver, Black. 

Question, What did you raid on him for ? 

Ansicer, Well, they said some women that lived close to him, that had their cows in 
the field, had them injured by him ; that he had broke some of the cows' legs, and sjilit 
their tails, and drove them off home. 

Question, Did they try him T 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What was the sentence ? 

-4wsM;cr. Well, sir, they said he was to be whipped. 

Question, Did you go in disguise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many ? 

Answer, Ten Or eleven. 

Question, Another raid ? 

Ansu?er. Yes, sir ; on one more raid. 

Question, On who? 

Answer, On a little black boy named Morgan Walker* 
Question, Did you whip him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How many went to attend to him ? 
Ansicer, Five or six, I believe. 
Question. How big was he ? 
Answer, A common-sized boy. 
Question. Of what age ? 

Ansicer, Twelve or fourteen years old, I think. 

Question, Did you whip him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How many lashes ? 

Answer. Some three licks apiece. 

Question, How many were along ? • * 
Answei\ Some five or six, maybe seven of them. I know all the names of all of 
them. 

Question. Any other raid ? . , 
Answer, I can't tell nary nother one, sir. 
Question, Did you raid any in last April ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; somewheres in April. 

Question, Did you raid after Shotwell said he wouldn't take you ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. All the raiding was before that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, That was in Ax)ril, was it not ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was that before the Biggerstali* raid or after ? 
Aimcer. After that, I suppose. 

Question, You say you weren^t on the Biggerstaff raid. What time was it that these 
disguised men eamo to your house ? 

Aimver, Well, sir, 1 don't know ; it might have been the Ist of May. 

Question. They came there to your house and showed themselves, and you could not 
tell them ? 

Answer. No, sir — not till they pulled off their disguises. 
()u€s<iOH. Anything said about tho Liggerstaff raid that night ? 
Ansicej', No, sir, not a word. 

Question. Any other raid talked about that night ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. How long did they stay there ? 

Answer, They staid there, I suppose, fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Redirect by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. You say you were on the raid against Martin Pearson ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I wish you would tell that jury whether his politics had anything to do 
with it ? 

Ansivii', No, sir, not that I over heard of. 
Question. Mike Green ; what were his politics? 

Anstver. I don^t think he ever had any in his life. I don't think I ever saw him at 
an election ground in his life. It was for nothing more than what I told of— leaving 
his children two or three days without anything to eat. 

Question. Ben. Houser ; you say that you raided him because he broke the leg of a 
cow that belonged to some lady ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir, that was all that I ever heard about that, too. 

Question. Tho raid upon him had nothing to do with his politics at all ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, they never told me anything of that sort. 

Question. This little boy, Morgan Walker ; what was his age ? 

Answer, I could not tell, for certain, what his age was ; some fourteen years old, I 
reckon. 

• Quesiion. Never heard of his voting, did you ; his politics had nothing to do with 
the raid I 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did you ever hear of a raid on a man because of his political sentiments T 
Anstver, No, sir, none that I was on. 

Quesiion, Did yon ever converse with any members of the Invisible Empire that be- 
longed to any other Den 1 
Answer, No, sir, not anything that I recollect of now. 

Question, Were you acquainted with any of the members of the Sandy Ran Den T 

Answer, No, sir, I don't know where that is. 

Question. Acquainted with any of the members of the Den ? 

Anmver, I don't know w^iere that is. I never was up at Cherry Mountain in my life. 

Re-examined by Mr. Phillips : 
Quesiion, Did you know anything about a raid on JMr. Carpenter ? 
Anstcer, Yes, I had forgot to tell that. 
Question, Well, sir ? 

Answer, That was the night we went to Honser's. They went by his house. 

Question. What Carpenter was that I 

Ansicer, Henry. 

Question, What was that for ? 

Answer. Well, some of them said that he had been threatening the Ku-Klux, to kill 
some of them, if any of them went there. 

Question, He had threatened to kill some of them if they went to his house? 
Ansice}', That w^as what was said. 
Question. Did they try him ? 
Anstcei\ No, sir. 

Question, How many went to Carpenter's ? 

Answer, Ten or eleven. 

Question, Did you see Carpenter ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. * 
Question, What did they say to him ? 

Anstcer, I don't know that they said anything to him. They asked him if ho had 
any pistol, and he said he didn't. They asked him if he had any gun, and he said he 
had, and they took it from him and took it off. 
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Question. What did they do with it ? 

Answer, Well, sir ; I don't know what they did with it. 

Question, Because he said we would kill the Ku-Klux if they came there they went 
and took away his gun ? 
Ansiver, I don't know anything about it. 
()«es^io?J. Did they threaten him? 
Ansivcr. Not that I heard of. 

Qu€stio7i. Give me any reason for taking his gun away. 

Answe7\ Well, I don't know that they did. They might have told him that they 
heard of his threatening this. 
Question, You were present ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; I was right there. 

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS WOOD. 

Interrogations by counsel for defendants, (Judge Fowle ;) 
Question, Mr, Wood please state to the court and to the jury where you live, sir, 
Anstce}'. I live in Cleveland County, North Carolina. 
Question, How far do you live from Aaron BiggerstafPs ? 
Ansiccr. I don't know, sir. I don't know where he lives. 
Question, Did you ever hear of the Invisible Empire, Mr. Wood ? 
Answer. Well, I heard of it since I came here. 

Question, Well, were you ever a member of anything up there or not ? 
Anstcer, I am ah unlearned man and don't know the nature of politics. 
Question. Did you ever become a member of any secret organization up there ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; I became twice. 
Question, When and where ? 
Answer, I went into a League. 
Question, What was the second one ? 

Ansica\ Well, it was some of these that you have up here, I suppose; I don't exactly 
know what it is, to tell the truth. 
Question. When was it you became a member of this last one ? 

Answer, I forgot, exactly. Somewhere about the last of February or first of March ; 
I believe it was the first of March. 
Question, March in this year I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You say the first society you joined— the first one of the secret society — was 
the League. Please state to the court and jury what your politics are, Mr. Wood ? 

Ansiver. Well, my politics has always been to sustain the Union. I was opposed to 
the rebellion when secession got up. 

Question, How has it been since the war ? 

Ansic€7\ Well, since the war I claim the same. I claimed to be what is called a 
Union man, and claim that yet. 

Qiiestion, I want to know which one of the present political organizations you con- 
sider yourself a member of? 

A nsiver. I don't know which I am. I just claim to be a member of that government 
we had before the war. My father was always a whig, and I was on the General 
Washington platform. 

Question. Did you vote with the democratic or republican party this last fall ? 

Answer, 1 didn't vote at all ; I was in prison. 

Question. Twelve months ago, how did you vote ? 

Answer. I voted on the republican side, all to one vote. 

Question, Who did you vote for that one vote ? 

Answer, For Mr. McAffee. " 

Question. Who did you vote for for President three years ago? 

Jwsicer. I voted for Grant. . 

Question. How did you vote upon the question for or against the constitution? 

Answer. I voted for it. 

Question. You say that you didn't vote in this last election at all ? 
Answer. No, sir; not at all. 

Question. Did you vote for or against Governor Holden ? 
Answer. I voted for him. 

Question, You consider that your only politics are that you are in favor of the 
Union ? , 

Ansicer,Yea, sir; I have always been of that kind. For the good of our county is 
what I aimed to do. That's my principle. 

Question. You say you became a member of this organization in March ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I suppose I had. 

Question, Was there anything in that organization that prevented you from voting 
just as you saw fit ? 
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Ansivn\ Ko, sir ; if there was I don't recollect. 
Questiop. Who initiated you ? 
Answer, I don't know, sir ; I was hlindfolded. 
QiicsUon. Where was it ? 

Answer, In Cleveland County, close to the lino between Rutherford and Cleveland, 
on the Cleveland side. 

Quesiion, Did you understand there was anything in the organization that made it 
incumbent on you to opijose the Union f 

Answ(T. NOj'^sir; I would not have joined if I had thought that way. 

Quciitiou. Anything to violate the Constitution of the United States ? 

Aum-er. No, sir; it was to support the present laws and the Constitution of the 
United States and the State. 

Quesiion, Anything in there to persecute a man simply because hp voted differently 
from what you did ? 

Aijisivcr, No, sir. 

Quesiion, W^ell, sir, would or would you not have sworn to anything of that kind? 

Answer, If I had understood it that way I would not. If I understood it at all, I 
understood that we was not to do anything against the laws of our country. 

Quesiion. W'hat was the oath that was administered to you, as near as you can get 
to it ? 

Answer, Well, I don't recollect it. 

Quesiion. Did you swear to oppose the republican party? 
Answer, No, sir; I didn't understand it tliat way. 

Quesiion. Was there anything about opposing the corruptions of the party? 
Answer, If there was I didn't understand it that way. 

Quesiion, I don't think you understood me, sir. You say there was nothing there to 
. oppose any particular party. I ask you if there wasn't something in the oath that 
was oi)posing anything that was co.rrupt ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I didn't understand you. 

Quesiion, There wiis nothing in the oath to make you oppose any— the repaiblican or 
democratic party ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Quesiion, But there was something about opposing the corruptions of the republican 
party ? 

Answet\ My understanding was that there was nothing in it against the laws of 
our country. I can establisli that. I am a man of short recollection. 
Quesiion, I. ask you if you didn't join for mutual protection? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir; as I understood it. 

Quesiion. What was it that you wanted to be protected against ? 

Answer. W^ell, there was raiding around and whipping that I could hear of, and it 
was said that was the way to be saved. 

Quesiion, They told you that the way to be saved was to join this organization ? 

Ansxca-. Yes, sir; that there was no wrong in it, and by joining- it a man would be 
in no danger of being whipped, and that there was nothing against the laws of the 
country in it, so I joined it. 

Quesiion. If there had bepn anything of the kind — of opposing any party, you would 
not have joined it ? 

Answer, No, sir. • 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question, You say you are from Cleveland County ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Quesiion, Are you in favor of colored people holding office ? 

Answer, I have nothing to do with that. 

Quesiion. Are you in favor of it or not? 

Answer, WVU, I would rather that white men should. 

Question. Are you ? You must answer my question. Is he capable ? 

Answer, I don't think he is. 

Question, You are not in favor of it ? 

Answer, 1 don't know, sir. 

Quesiion. Do you not think he is capable to hold office ? 
Aiisicei', No, sir ; not in our country. 
Quesiion, Do you know of his holding office anywhere ? 
Ansivei\ No, sir. 

Question. Is he capable of voting in your country? 

Answer, Well, I don't think they are, sir; in our section of the country. 

Quesiion Do you know of any iilace where he is capable of voting ? 

Answer. W^ell, I suppose any man is capable to vote if the law -allows him. I am 
willing for him to vote if the law allows him voting. I hain't any objections to him 
voting. 
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Question, Did you understand this Invisible Empire as being a white man^s party ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; just in favor of white men's government. 
Question. Against the colored men voting ? 
Answer. I can't recollect. 

Question. Just recollect. Yon are a respectable man j just give us your answer. Was , 
there anything against the colored man voting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I expect there was. 
Question. Yon joined it on that account? 
Answei', Yes, sir. 

Question. And you so understood it ? 
Auswe?'. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was not that Invisible Empire the white man's party? 
Answer. Well, si;*. I reckon so. 

Question, Was it not against the colored man's voting ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir; only as I supposed it to be for a white man's government. 
That was the nature of it — the white man to rule. 
Question. Was it against the colored man's voting ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I can't say about it. 
Question. Can ypu just about tell; was or was it not? 
Answer. I expect it was, sir. 

Question. Where did you join ; below the Cleveland line ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it was on this side. 
Question, You don't know who initiated you, sir ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. How came you to go there ? 
Anstver. I was asked to go there. 
Question. Who told you to go? 

Ansiver, My son. Well, sir, he didn't tell me to go, he only told me the nature of the 
thing. He told me what was up, and what was going on in the settlement, and he 
said he thought it was a good thing. He said it was to keep the black ones from steal- 
ing the meat out of my meat-house, and so on. 

Question. What did you mean by raiding around ? 

Answe}'. Well, I don't know, sir. I told my son when he asked me to join — I told 
him, says I, "I have joined one party and I did say X liever would join another, and I 
am a good mind never to join another." 

Question, What other conversation was there between you and your son ? 

Answer, That was all, and he said I could study about it. 

^Hcsfton. How long did you study about it? 

Ansiver. Well, some two or three days. He always called me pap. Says he, " Pap, 
I think you would be safest that way." 

Question. Did he say he wanted you to do anything ? 

Anstver, No, sir. He says, says he, " We don't want you to do anything." It was 
only where anybody committed any adultery or violated the laws or other things 
against the laws of the country ; they wanted to put it down. 

Question, How were they going to put it down ? 

Answei\ By whipping them, I suppose. 

Question. Was anything said about politics ? 

Answer. Nob that I understood went to discomfit me. 

Question. When did you join ? 

Ansiver. In March. 

Question. When did you quit f , 
Answer. I quit when this last l^ill came out against secret societies. 
Question, Then you quit ? 
Answei', Yes, sir. 

Question, You didn't vote this last election. 

Ansive7\ No, sir. McAftee was the only vote I ever voted outside of the Union party. 
Question. Was there anything in the oath that you took about the " immaculate 
God?" 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't recollect that. 

Question. When they took the blindfold off what did you see? 

Answer. They had pistols just presented before me. 

Question. Knife? 

A nswer, No, sir. 

Question, How many pistols ? 

Answer. Only one, I think, sir. 

Question, Who had that ? 

Ansiver, I don't recollect, sir. 

Question, Do you recollect anybody that was there at that meeting ? 

Answer. Well, yes, sir, I 'recollect 

Question, Who ? 
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Anstcer, Well, there was my two sons. 
Quesiion, Who else ? 

Answer. There was ray two cousins there. 
Question, Your cousins ? 
^ Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Are your sons or cousins indicted here at allt 
Answer, I think they are, sir. 
Question. Were you indicted ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I suppose I was. 
Question, Were you ever on a raid ? 

Answa-, Well, no,' sir ; I never went on a raid as I considered, but I seed a black 
man whipped one night. It was on the way home, the very night I went in. 
Question, Who was it ? 
Ansicer. A black boy. 
Question. What was ho whipped for ? 
Ansica\ For sassing a white boy. 
Question, How much whipping did you give him ? 
Answer. Not a great deal. 
Question. Was he a large boy ? 
Answer, Pretty good size, sir. 
Question. How far was this Den from your house ? 
Answer, About a mile, I reckon. 
Question, On the big road f 

Ansicer. No, sir ; on what was called the settlement road. 
Question. Was it in the house I 
Answer. No, sir ; in the woods. 
Question, How many were there ? 
Answer, About a half a dozen, I suppose. 
Question. And you all went along to see that boy whipped! 
Answer, No, sir ; it was got up before I joined. 
Question, How many went 1 
• Ansicer, All that was there. 
Question, It was on the road ; you didn't turn out at all ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. JFor sassing somebody ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he sassed some folks at a corn-shucking, and wouldn't shuck any 
corn. 

Question. Was anything said about " death, death, death," in your oath ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was anything said about families and orphans,? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; to protect them. 

Question, Was anything said about the radical party I 

Answer, Not as I recollect to be against them. 

Question. Was anything said about obeying your chief? 

Answer, No, sir ; that was the first of that little Den starting. 

Question, You were in the very beginning of it. 

A7i8wei\ Of that little Den ; yes, sir. 

Question, That was last February or March ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. As well as I recollect it was about the 1st of March. 

Question. Were you on the committee ? 

Answer, Well, they appointed me a committee that night. 

Question, Who was the chief? 

Answer, It was my son. 

Question, Did you expect the office of committee ? 
Answer. Well, yes, sir; I expected it, but didn't like it. 
Question, Did you ever try anybody as committeeman ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question, You say you joined about the 1st of March ; how long were you a member? 

Ansicer, Well, I just staid there ; I never had anything to do with it. 

Question. You said you quit when the law came out. How long was it from the 
time you joined till jou said you would have nothing more to do with it ; some three 
or four months ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not so long. 

Question, Well, wasn't it three months ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think about two months will do. 

Question, Was it in May ? 

Answer, I think a month and a half will do. I think a month will do. I think it 
was the last of April that I said I would have nothing more to.do with it. 
Question, You didn't understand it to be anything against your principles ? 

36 N C 
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Answer. No, sir ; and I told tliem that wlien I went into it, if it was against the laws 
of the country, or anything that was wrong, 1 wouldn't go into it. 

Question. Should you consider yourself a conservative after you went In ? 
Answer, I wasn't conservative any more than I was republican. 
Question. Did you consider yourself stiil a republican ? 

Ariswei: I didn't consider myself still a republican ; I consider myself the same man. 
Question. You don't answer the question ? « 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, I consider myself a republican. 

Question. Did you ever have anything to do with the Biggerstaff raid? 
Ans2vei\ N»), sir. 

Question. Had you quit before the Biggerstaff raid, or afterwards ? 
Ansiver. I don't recollect about that, sir. 

Question. Didn't some men go out of your settlement on that raid T 
Answer. If there was I don't recollect. • 

Question. Don't you recollect whether jon quit after that or before it ? 
Ansiver. I just told the party that I wasn't going to have anything more to do with it 
about the last of April. 

Question. That was after the Biggerstaff raid ? 

Answer. Well, I don't know, sir, anything about the Biggerstaff raid. 

Redirect by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong.) 
Question. You say yon are a Union man ? 
Answer. I claim that I don't know what I am. 

Question. You say that while you were in that organization that you considered 
yourself the same manner of man politically that you were before? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, I am the same man I always was. I said if it was the thing it 
was reported to me, I was a member, and if it vras not, I was not a member of it. 

Question. You wasn't joining if there was anything in it against the Union ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, that's it. 

Question. Mr. Wood, you say you never heard of anything there to prevent you from 
voting as you pleased. 

Answer. Not as I recollect, sir. I wouldn't have went into it if I had understood it 
that way — taking my liberties from me. 

Question. Did you understand the Invisible Empire to prevent a man from voting by 
threats, intimidation, or anything of that kind ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And they raided this negro for sassing? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 'it was because he sassed and called them names, drank their liquor, 
called them big eyes, and wouldn't do anything — wouldn't shuck corn. 

Question. I ask you, Mr. Wood, if it wasn't currently reported in that neighborhood 
that there was drilling going on there at night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; down toward York. 

Question. You say you went into there to keep yourself from being raided on ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, more for that than anything else. 

Question. You weren't afraid of the Invisible Empire raiding on you on account of 
your politics were you ? 

Ansiver. No, 'sir. 'There were persons there stealing corn, and burning down barns, 
and I think it was against that. It was to keep down stealing, robbing, &c. A good 
deal of it was going on. Down at York there was a burning going on there and steal- 
ing of hogs. 

Question. Was not there considerable alarm manifested in your county at that time 
about these burnings, stealings, and so on ? 
Anstva\ Yes, sir, that's so, every bit of it.^ 

Question. You say it was reported then in that neighborliood that there was a band 
of men in York district, South Carolina, that were burning, stealing hogs and corn, and 
that this Invisible Empire would protect you from this. 

Anstvei'. Yes, sir, that was my understanding. 

Question. What were the politics of your son? 

Answer. Ho has been the same that I have. 

Question. He was a Union man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He went for the party that was most for the Union. 
Answe7'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Voted for Governor Holden, didn't he ? • 
Ansiver. I don't know whether he did or not. 

Question. Which of your sons was it that mentioned this thing to you I 
Ansiver. That was my second son ; his politics was tbe same as mine. 
Question. Did he vote for Governor Holden ? 
Answer. I don't think he was old enough. 

Question. Was ho old enough three years ago to vote at the presidential election ? 
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An8wei\ Well, I ean*t recollect. 

Question, But you do recollect that his politics are tho same as your own ? 
Answer, So far as I recollect. 
Question, Both of your sous ? 

Ansiver, I know that my eldest son went into the League the same time that I did. 

Question, I ask you, sir, if during the last year there was not a largo machine estab- 
lishment burnt in your neighborhood that was supposed to have been burnt by incen- 
diaries ? 

Answer, Well 

[Question objected to and withdrawn.] 

Re-examined for the Government by Mr. Phillips : 

Question, Didn't I understand you to say to Judge Fowlo, when you were first ex- 
amined, that when you went into the organization you would not be whipped ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir J they said I was safe that way. They said there might be some 
danger ; they didn't think, though, that I would be whipped nohow. 

Question. But if you went in there would be no danger at all of your being whipped? 

Answer, No, sir. ♦ 

[The defense then put in evidence the following warrants, issued in April, 1871, also 
the bin of indictment :] 

"EUTHERFORDTON, NORTH CAROLINA, April 9, 1871. 

''To N. E.Walker: 

"Whereas an afiSdavit has been made before me that Amos Owens, John Wethrow, 
Jason Wethrow, James Sweazy, Julius Fortune, Joseph Fortune, Benjamin Fortune, 
Samuel Biggerstaff, Alfred W. Biggerstaff, Bart Biggerstaff, Randolph Depriest, Wil- 
liam C. Depriest, Dos Depriest, Ben. Gold, Perry Gold. Bob Gold, Bill Covington, Daniel 
Martin, Hall Martin, Scott Tomes, Thomas Tomes, Daniel Gold, Alexander McEntire, 
Amos Harrill, Olin Carson, Marcus Tucker, William Baber, sr., Joseph Wilson, Law- 
son Teal, and Joseph Depriest were, on or about the 8th instant, masked and dis- 
guised, and while so masked and disguised did attack, beat, and abuse and ill-treat 
Aaron Biggerstaff, Mary Ann Norville, and Margaret Biggerstaff excessively : You are 
therefore commanded to arrest the above-mentioned parties and bring them before me 
at Rutherfordton immediately. 

"G. W. LOGAN." 

" RUTIIERFORDTOX, NORTII CAROLINA, A^rtl 9j 1871. 

" To John E. McFarland ; 

*^ Whereas an affidavit has been made before me that Amos Owens, John Wethrow, 
Jason Wethrow, James Sweazy, Julius Fortune, Benjamin Fortune, Samuel Biggerstaff, 
Alfred W. Biggerstaff, Bart Biggerstaff, Randolph Depriest, W. C. Depriest, Dos De- 
priest, Ben. Gold, Perry Gold, Bob Gold, Bill Covington, Daniel Martin, Hall Martin, 
Scott Toms, Tom Toms, Daniel Gold, Alexander McEntire, Amos Harrill, Alin Carson, 
Marcus Tucker, William Baber, sr., Joseph Wilson, Lawson Teal, and Joseph Depriest 
were, on or about the 8th of this instant, masked and disguised, and while so masked 
and disguised did attack, beat, abuse, and ill-treat Aaron Biggerstaff, Mary Ann Nor- 
ville, and Margaret Biggerstaff excessively : You are therefore commanded to arrest 
tho above-named parties and bring them before me, at Rutherfordton, immediately, 

"G. W. LOGAN." 

"Rutherfordton, North Carolina, April 22, 1871. 
"Upon an affidavit made that on or about the 8tli of this instant a number of men 
masked and disguised were at the house of Aaron Biggerstaff, a citizen of Rutherford 
County, and he, the said Aaron Biggerstaff, and Margaret Biggerstaff', and M. A. Nor- 
ville each did beat, wound, and ill-treat, and that John Carlton, Taylor Carson, Law- 
son Teal, and Lawson Sweazy were of tho number who participated in said violence 
on the persons aforesaid : You are therefore commanded to arrest the said John Cal- 
ton, Taylor Carson, Lawson Teal, and Lawson Sweazy, and have them before mo, at 
this place, on the 8th of May next, and neither of them to depart without leave first 
had. 

" G. W. LOGAN, Mnth Justice," 

TESTIMONY OF PLEASANT FORTUNE. 

Interrogations by counsel for defense, (Strong.) 
Question, Mr. Fortune, do you know Ben Fortune, or Doc Fortune, as they call him? 
Answer. Yes, sir. - 

Question, What kin are you to him, sir ? 

Anstcer, I am his father, sir, and the father of Daniel Fortune. 
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Question, Do you know Joseph Wilson? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Well, sir, do you know Mr. Aaron V. Biggerstaff ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know when the first raid was made upon him ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. What time was that, sir ? 

Ansiver. It was on the 6th of April, I think, sir. 

Question. April last? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Can you tell where Ben and Daniel and Joseph Wilson were that night ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; they were at my house as far as I knew. I thiuk they sat up in 
the room until past 10 o'clock ; I didn't have any time -piece. I think it must have 
been past JO o'clock. 

Quesiion, Who else was there, sir, at the time ? 

Arisiver, Well, Joseph Wilson was there and J. W. Walker. 

Question, What other members of your family were there, sir. 

Answer. Well, Doc Fortune and Daniel Fortune, they were there, and my sister, who 
lives in the house right close by. 
^it6s<io?i. How far off, sir ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, from the edge of the piazza to her house it is not more than six 
feet. 

Question. Which went to bed first, you or those boys ? 

Answer. I went to bed first. I went out to go to bed, when Adeline, my sister, went 
out. As I went to bed she went into her house. 
Question. Where did those boys sleep ? 

Armver. They slept up-stairs in the loft. The way the houses are built, the stairs, 
steps, run up right between the houses. 

Question. How many rooms were there up-stairs ? 
Answer, There was two rooms j one in each loffc. 

Question, This room that they slept in — was there any way of getting out of it? 

Answer, No way at all except to go down the stair-steps where they went up. 

Question, There is no window and no door to get out at ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; none at all.- 

Question, What was Joseph Wilson doing there ? 

An8wei\ Well, he and J. W. Walker come over on a visit just a little while before 
night. 

Question. Where did Walker sleep ? 

Ansiver. He slept up in the same room Avhere the boys slept. 
Question, Did you hear them go to bed ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I heard them go up-stairs and go to bed. 
Question. How long before you went to sleep ? 

Answer. It may have been a half an hour after I went to my room when they went 
up ; and I hadn't gone to sleep. 

Question. How far do you live from Aaron Biggerstaff 's ? 

Answer. About two miles. 

Question. Did you hear anything that night? 

A7mvm\ Yes, sir ; I heard a bad barking among the dogs all over the settlement. 
Question. Did or did not any one get up on account of the barking of dogs ? 
Answer. No, sir ; no one got up in the house that I was in—nobody-up stairs. 
Question. I don't mean anybody up-stairs, but down-stairs. t)id your wife get up ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are you certain that those boys couldn't get out without your knowing it? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, What time did you get up next morning? 

Answer, Right soon. 

Question. Were these men there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What time did they leave? 
Ansiver. They left after breakfast a while. 
Question. You were the father of these two boys? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Are you any kin to Joseph Wilson, or not? 
Answer. No, sir ; none at all. 

Question, State whether or not, sir, that night, at your house, did you see anything of 
Taylor Carson, Olin Oarsou, or Leander Toms ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; tney came into my house just as it was getting dark, and Doc For- 
tune, he had been out, and came in with them. 

Question, Doc Fortune, Leander or Scott Toms, Taylor Carson, and Olin Carson— what 
time did they get there at your house ? 
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Anstcei', Just about dark, I think ; it was good dark when they got theto. 
Question. What time did they leave there? 

AnstccT, They sat out on the piazza for a while, and went in and eat supper, all but 
Scott Toms, and he said ho w^ould eat supper at home. I heard Scott Toms ask my son 
to go over home with him, and then they all went olf. 

Question. Did they or did they not go in the direction of his house T 

Answer. Well, some of them was riding— one or two of them; but they all taken the 
path through the fields off his way. 

Question, How far was William Toms's from your house I 

Answer. It is not much over three-quarters of a mile. Next morning, when I got up, 
I saw my sou when he came home from Mr. Toms's right through the fields. 

Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Do you belong to the Invisible Empire yourself! 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. How far do you live from Mr. Biggerstaff s f 
Anstcer. Somewhere near two miles. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that you heard no noise over there t 

Answer. 1 didn't he^r any noise except the dogs barking all over the settlement. 

Question, Is this Mr. Walker here indicted ? 

Answer, No, sir ; he is a witness. 

Question. Is that Mr. Walker any kin to Mr. Johnson f 

A7istver, He is a witness here. 

Question. Alvin Johnson? 

Answer. Well, I don't know, sir. 

Question. Don't you know Alvin Johnson ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know who his mother was ? 
Answer. I know his father ; I went to school with him. 
Question. Do you know his mother ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You don't know who she was ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; she was a Walker. 

Question. You say ho was at your house ; where does he live ? 

Anstcer. Somewhere between four and five miles from my house ; I reckon it is about 
four miles. 

Question. East or west? 

Ansicer. Sort of southeast direction. 

Question. Does he live on the road toward Sandy Run somewhere f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; down that way. 

Question, What time did he get to your house ? 

Ansicer. W>11, 1 don't recollect, probably an hour by sun. 

Question. What time did he leave your house ? 

Answer. He left next morning after breakfast a while. 

Question. Who came with him ? 

Answer. Joseph Wilson. 

Question. Does he live down at Sandy Run ? 

Ansicer. He lives in that direction. 

Question. How far from your house ? 

Ansicer. Somewhere along six miles. 

Question. Is he a neighbor of Mr. Walker ? 

Answer. Well, I don't know how far it is from Mr. Walker's. 

Question Are they any kin ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What kin are they ? 

Answer. Well, I reckon they are cousins, I expect. 

Question. First cousins ; how ? / 

Answer. I think Mr. Joseph Wilson's father's wife is a sister of Mrs. Walker. 

Question. First cousins ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say Walker and Wilson came together ; anybody else come with them t 
Answer. No, sir. ' • 

Question. Both staid all night T 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they come on any business ? 
Answer. None at all that I knew of. 
Question. Is Joseph Wilson a young man ? 
A7iswer. Yes, sir. . 
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Question. Is J. W. Walker a young man ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. They came over there to see the boys? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Wilson or Walker a married man ? 

Answer. No, sir ; a young man. 

Question. You say they staid there all night I 

Answer. I saw them go to bed, and I didn't see them until next morning. 
Question. You say nobody got up at that barking I spoke of? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. What time did you lay down ? 
Answer. A little after 10 o'clock. 
Question. Were the boys up when you went to bed? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they were in their room talking. 
Question. You are certain you didn't go to sleep ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was your wife up when you went to bed ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir ; she went up-stairs to fix the bed for them to sleep in. 

Question. Did the boys go by your bed to go to bed ? 

Ansivc)*. No, sir ; they went up right by the stairs right between the two houses. 

Question. Which of your boys were there ? 

Anstver. Ben and Daniel Fortune both were there that night. 

Question. Had they been off anywhere during the day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j Doc. Fortune had been off during the day, but he came homo with 
Scott Toms that evening. 

Question. Which way did Scott Toms live from there ? 
Answer. Rather a southwest course. 

Question. In what neighb6rhood is that— how far from you ? 

Answer. 'Taint more than three-quarters of a mile, I thiuk ; right close to the settle- 
ment. 

Question. He lived nearer Biggerstaff when he was at home than when he was at 
your house ? 

Ans^cer. No, sir ; there ain't any difference ; I reckon they are about as near. 
Question. You say you didn't know anything about this raid on Biggerstaff ? 
Anstva-. No, sir ; I heard of it Sunday evening. 
Question, You never heard anybody say it was to be ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I didn't. 

Question. These are the five petsons that were at your house: Daniel and Doc. For- 
tune, Scott Toms, J. W. Walker, and Joseph Wilson ; anybody else ? 

Answer. One of Jesse Wells's daughters came to see my daughter. She and my sister 
were there that night. 

Question. Were there any other gentlemen at your house except those five ? 

Answer, No, sir ; that's all I can recollect. 

Redirect examination : 

Question. You say that these young men were in the habit of passing backward and 
forward between your house ; it is not anything unusual for them to be there, is it ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I don't recollect whether Joseph Wilson had been there before or 
not ; I don't think he had been there before. 

Question. Had Walker been there before? 

A7iswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This was Easter Sunday, you say, tVas it not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is not that a time of holiday in that country ? 
Answer. Well, I don't know whether it is or not. 
Question. You have a single daughter? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have a single sister ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And you say one of Jesse. Wells's daughters was there that night ? 
An steer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you heard a great deal of barking of the dogs around the settle- 
ment that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How old is your single daughter, sir? 
Anstve)'. I think she is going on fifteen. 
Question. How old is your sister ? 

Anstver. Well, I dou't know exactly ; somewhere between twenty-five and thirty. 
Question. What is the name of your daughter, sir ? 
Answer. Mary Ann Fortune. 
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TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM TOMS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong:) 
Question. Mr. Toms, do you know Leander Toms, commonly called Scott Toms ? 
Anstvcr, Ho is my sou. 

Question. Do you know Taylor Carson, tbe defendant hero ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know Olin Carson ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know Aaron V. Bigj^erstafT? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear about that first raid on him ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Qxie^l'wn. Do you know when that was ? 
Answer. I think it was the 8th of April. 
Question. Where were you tliat night, sir ? 
Answir. I was at homo. 

Question. Do you know where Leander or Scott Toms was that night? 

An8wa\ Well, he left home about sundown, and I laid down tolerably early that 
night, and my wife was sick; and ho hollered at the door, Some of you open the door;" 
and I got up, and the clock struck eight ; and ho asked mo for the key of the stable to 
feed Taylor Carson's horse. He was gone, I suppose, fifteen minutes or something like 
that. 

Question, You say that your son knocked you up about that time, and the clock struck 
eight? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. He went to feed Taylor Carson's horse? , 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 
Counsel. Go on. 

Witness. Well, he camo into the room 

Question, Did you see him when he came into the room? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear him talk to his mother ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know anything about Taylor Carson and Olin Carson being there ? 
Aimver. No, sir; not that night. I heard my son walking across the floor and sev- 
eral feet came' with him ; they didn't come in when my son came in. 
Question. Which way did they come ? 
Answer. They went toward the bed where my son slept. 
Question. State whether or not you heard them go to bed ? 
Answer. Well, sir, they went into the room. 
Question. What floor did they sleep on, the first or second floor ? 
Answer. The first floor. 

Question. How far from where you were, sir ? 

Answa\ About fifteen or twenty feet. 

Question. When did you see your sou start again ? 

Ansiver. I saw him early in the morning. 

Question. Who else did you see there ? 

Ansive7\ Taylor Carson and Olin Carson. 

Question. Did you see where they had been sleeping ? . 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't go in the room. 

Question. What time did you see them the next morning? 

Answer. I don't know, sir ; ]}> was early in the morning. 

Question. Did you see Taylor and Olin there early next morning ? 

Answer. Yes; I heard feet walking across the floor and I saw them the next morning. 

Question, Did you say that you were sick that night, sir ? 

Answer, No, sir; it was my wife. 

Question. Now, state -to the jury whether your son could have left there without your 
knowing it ? 

Anewa\ Well, he might have left there, for I was paying attention to my wife. She 
'was so sick. I was up at 1 o'clock, also, but I heard no fuss. 
Question. Your wife died a few days after that ? 
Anstcer. No, sir; it was some time after that — some time in June. 
Question. AVith that same sickness ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. You don't think that they could leave there without your knowing it ? 
Ansicer. They might have, but 1 don't think that they could. ^ 
Question. What time did you go to sleep ? 

An^iva: I took notice of the clock and it was 8 when he camo and knocked at -tho 
door, and when I went to sleep again it was about 9 o'clock. 
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Question. What time did you wako again ? 

Answer, I didn't wake any more not until 1 o'clock, that I remember. 
Cross-examination. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips:) 
Question, How near to Biggerstaff do you live t 
Answer, Well, it is about three miles. 
Question, You didn't hear any the noise that night ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You didn't see any disguised meu that night ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; I never saw one. 

Question, How far from you did Taylor Carson live ? 

Answer, Well, it is about three miles or three miles and a half. 

Question, Which way from you is it to Aaron Biggerstaff! 

Answer. Near an east course. 

Question, Which way does Mr. Biggerstaff live from you ? 
Answer. It is a southeast course — most south. 
Question. How far do you live from Aaron Biggerstaff? 

Answer, Well, I don't know exactly the distance ; it must be something over three 
miles. 

Question. Well, Mr. Olin Carson, where does he Jive ? 

Answer, He lives within about a mile and a quarter of my house. . 

Question. Which direction ? 

Answet\ A southeast course. 

Question, Were these the only two young men that were at your house that night ? 
Answer, All that I know of, sir. 

Question, You say they might have gone out without your knowing it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Redirect examination : 
Question. Is this young boy any relation to you, sir ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; they are my sons. 

TESTIMONY. OF S. H. GOULD. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question, Do you know of Mr. Daniel Gould ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What kin is he to you ? 
Answe)\ He is my uncle, sir. 
Question, Ben Gould is your cousin ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Answen\ Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know the night when the first raid took place on him t 

Answer, Well, I suppose I do. 

Question, What time was it ? 

Answer, Saturday, the 8th of April, this year. 

Question, Wliere were you that night ? 

Answer, I was at ray Uncle Daniel Gould's. 

Question, What time did you get home ? 

Answer, About two or three hours by sun. 

Question, What time did you go to bed, sir ? • 

Answer, The precise time I don't know. To the best of my knowledge it must have 
been somewhere about 10 o'clock. 

Question, Who went to bed first, you or your Uncle Daniel ? 

Anstcer, Well, I believe, I went to bed first. I don't think there was much difference; 
but, I think, I went to my room before he did. 
Questien, And Ben Gould ? 

Answer, I left him up when I went to bed, at 10 o'clock. 

Question, After you went to bed, did you see anything of any of the defendants? 

Aimver, Yes, sir; there was a window in the room, and I went to open it to get a 
little ventilation, and it fell off its hinges, and Benjamin came out of the house and 
wanted to know what we wanted. 

Question. How far does your Uncle Daniel live from Mr. Biggerstaff? 

Ansiver, Ten miles, they call it. 

Question. You didn't sleep with every one of them that night? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What time did you get up in the morning ? 
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Answer. Well, the sun was up, sir. 
Question, Were they both there then, sir ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time did you leave ? 

Answer, In the afternoon. 

QiiC8tio7i, Where were they in the meanwhile ? 

Answer, I think Daniel went to church and Benjamin staid at homo. 
Question, When was it you first heard of this raid on Mr. Biggerstaff ? 
Answer, Some few days afterward, in the next week. 
Question, Are you any relation to Mr. Aaron V. Biggerstaff f 
Ansiver, He is my uncle, sir, by marriage. 

Question. As we are going into politics, sir, what are your politics T 
Answer, Well, sir, I don't stand on anything much ; but I am more of a republican. 
• Question. Beu Gould, is he any kin to Biggerstaff? 
Amtvei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. What kin ? 
Answei', The same as I am. 
Question. A nephew ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How was Mr. Daniel Gould related to Mrs. Biggerstaff? 
Answc)'. Brother and sister, sir. 

Question. You are a nephew of Biggerstaff by marriage, and a nephew, by blood, of 
Mrs. Biggerstaff? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. What time did you say you went to bed, Mr. Gould? 
Answer. About 10 o'clock, to the best of my knowledge. 
Question. What did you judge by ? 

Answer, Well, it was later than I usually go to bed. I couldn't tell you exactly. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. L. A. GOULD. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. Mrs. Gould, where do you live ? 
Answer, In Cleveland County. 

Question. How far do you live from Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Answer, Well, I don't know exactly. 
Question. Where did you formerly reside; in Eutherford? 
Answer. No, sir ; in Yancey County. 

Question. Please tell the court what your maiden name was? 
Answer. Moore. 

Question. What was your father's name. 

Answer, William Moore. 

Question, From what county? 

Answer. From Yancey County ? 

Question, Has your father ever been in political life ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; he was in the legislature two years ago. 

Question, He was senator, was he not? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You are the wife of L. A. Gould, are you not? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. • 

Question, Do you remember about the time that this raid was said to have taken 
place upon Mr, Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; the 8th or 9th of April. 
Question, Do you remember where you were at that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was at Daniel Gould's that evening. 
Question. What time did you get there ? 

Answer. Some time in the evening or some time in the afternoon ; I don't know ex- 
actly what time of day. 
Question. Just before night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; just before sundown. 

Question. Who was with you when you arrived at Daniel Gould's ? 
'Answer, My husband. 

Question, Where did you remain that night ? 

Answei\ I was in the room near the piazza. 

Question, You staid, then, at Daniel Gould's house that night? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, What time did you retire ? 

Anstver, Some time between 9 and 10 o'clock ; I don't know the exact time. 
Question. Did you retire before your husband or afterward ? 
Answer, A little before. 

Question. Who was there that night at JMr. Daniel Gould's house? 
Ansiver, No person, only the family. 
Question. Just state who was there. 

Answer. Daniel Gould and Benjamin Gould 

Question, Was Daniel Gould a married man ? 

Ansive?'. Yes, sir. 

Question. His wife there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Any person else ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; his two brothers. 

Question. Were you awake at the time your husband came into the room I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How long after your husband came in before you got to sleep, do you 
think. 

Ansiver. I don't know exactly how long it was. 

Question. Did you see or hear Ben Gould any time that night after your husband 
came to your room ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; he came to the door and askec^ something about the window. 
Question. What did he say? 

Answer. He said the window had fallen, and asked if we wanted it put up. 
Question. Well, did you hear any noise that night as if a man left the house after 10 
o'clock ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you go to sleep immediately ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were not disturbed by men moving about in the house that night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What time did you get up the next morning, Mrs. Gould? 

Answer. I don't know exactly what time I rose ; it was before sun-up, I think. 

Question, Did you see Benjamin Gould? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was there at breakfast, and I think he was there when I got out 
of my room. 

Question. Did you see Daniel Gould ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same members of the family there that were there the night before ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know how far it is from there to Biggerstafi^s ? 
Answei'. No, sir ; I wasn't acquainted with that section. 
Question, Your father is still a republican, Mrs. Gould ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, A very prominent republican in that part of the State, so regarded ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And a very firm and decided republican, is he not ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. Mrs. Gould, how far from there did you live? 

Answer, From Mr. Daniel Gould's, nine or ten miles, I suppose ; I don't know exactly 
the distance. 

Question, Did you go over there the day before or on a Saturday ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I went on Saturday. 

Question. When did you leave there ? 

Answer, Sunday afternoon. 

Question. Had you no time-piece in the house? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but it was not running. 

Question. You are a judge of the time you went to bed? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have no other way of telling, except by my judgment. 

Redirect examination, (by Strong :) 
Question. You didn't go to bed until after supper ? 
Aiiswer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you go to bed immediately after supper? 

Answer. No, sir ; I sat up some time after supper, a little later than I usually sit up. 
Question, What time do you usually retire? 
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Answer, I commouly retire very eariy. 

Question, How long after sundown do you usually retire ; can you tell how long by 
the clock, you think ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF JULIUS FOllTUNE. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong:)^ 
Question. Mr. Fortune, do you know Jason Wethrow ? 
Answci', Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Biggcrstaff? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know when that first raid was made upon himf 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You know the night ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was that, sir? 

Ansicer. It was made on Saturday night. I forget the day of what month it was. 

Question, How long before you heard of it afterward : the first time, I mean ? 

Answer. About 12 o'clock the Sunday after it was done. 

Question. Did you hear what Sunday it was ; was it Easter Sunday! 

Answer, Yes, sir; I think it was. , 

Question. Where were you that night, sir ? 

Answer, I was up at Wethrow's. I had his mule borrowed that evening to go for 

some I had bought, and it was good dark that I got there and put his mule up, 

and I went to the house and he had supper about ready, and he asked me to come in 
and have supper with him; and me and him, and a fellow by the name of Smart that 
was working for him, and one of his cousins named Calton, was with him. I sat down 
to talk with them a few minutes and then left for home. 

Question. What time did you leave there, Mr. Fortune ? 

Answer. About two hours in the night. 

Question. How far was that from where Mr. Biggerstaff lived ? 
Answer. Three or four miles across the mountain. 
Question, What sort of a road was it across the mountain ? 
Answer. It was a very rough road across the mountain. 
Question, Suppose you went around, how would it be ? 
Answer. It would be some five or six miles. 

Question, Comparing that road with this road down here, how would it he t 
Ansiver. It would be a very rough road. 

Cross-examination. 

Interrogatories by United States counsel, (Phillips :) 
Question. You say you borrowed Mr. Wethrow's mule and carried it homeT 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I had borrowed it that evening. 

Redirect examination, (Strong:) 
Question. Is Mr. Wethrow a married man or not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir y he is. 

Question. What was the condition of his wife that night ? 

Afisiver. I didn't know as she was sick; that is, ho said afterward that she was sick. 
I didn't know anything ahout it then. 

Question, Wasn't she delivered of a child the next day f 
Answer.. Sunday morning, or Monday morning, I think it was. 
Question, Very shortly afterward, was it not I 
Ansivei', Yes, sir. 

testimony of GEORGE IIAMBRICK, 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. Where do you live, Mr. Hamhrick? 

Answer. Hive in Rutherford County, eleven miles this side of the town, right on the 
road that goes to Cleveland. I have been called, but as I am not very -well, I don't 
know that I can hold out long. 

Question. Well, state whether you are or ever have been a member of the Invisible 
Empire, as it is called. 

Answer. I suppose I have been. 

Question. When did you join it, sir 1 

'Ansiver. Well, I am not able to tell you exactly the time that I joined. I reckon it 
was last winter some time. I think now, as well as I recollect, it was. It might 
have been in the fall. 



572 CONDITIOJ^ OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question, Who initiated you? 

Answer. Well, Thomas F. Green, that lives in Cleveland County. 
Question. Do you rembember what took place at the time— what instructions you 
got, or what oath you took ? 
Ansicer, I could not repeat it all. 
Question. Well, repeat what you can. 

Answer. Well, the first thing, as well as I recollect, was that I would support the 
Constitution and the laws of Hhe United States. 

Question. Well, was there not something said about the old Constitution of the Uni-| 
ted States, slavery^ excepted ? i 

Witness. The old Constitution of the United States, slavery excepted ? f 

Counsel for defendants. Yes, sir. Was the oath anything like this? 
. Counsel then read, in clauses, the following oath given by J. W. Thompson : 

" I, George Hambrick, do, of my own free will and accord, I solemnly swear before 
Almighty God that I will support the Constitution as it was decreed to us by our fore- 
fathers." 

Answer. I think there was. 

Question. You say that it had slavery excepted ? 

Anstper. Yes, sir ; it had slavery excepted. 

Question. [Reads:] *'I furthermore swear that I am on the side of justice and 
humanity." 

Ansicer. I think there was something of that kind. 
Question. [Reads:] '^That I denounce the radical party." 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there I stopped and said, says I, "Will this deprive me of voting for 
who I please ? I want to vote for the man, and not for the party and he said no. 

Question. [Reads:] "That I go for intelligent white men to rule and govern this 
country." 

Answer. I think there was something like that, too. 

Question. [Reads :] " I furthermore swear to give aid to a brother in distressed circum- 
stances." Anything like that or not ? 

Answer. Well, I am not certain about that. It might have been ; I don't remember 
now. I can't recollect everything. I am not certain about that. 

Question. [Reads :] " I furthermore swear that I will obey all rules and regulations 
obtaining [pertaining] to this order." Anything like that ? 

Ansxcer, I don't know now, I don't remember. 

Question. Well, sir, was or was there not anything in the oath that compelled you to 
obey an unlawful order ? 
Ansiver. I think there was not, sir. 

Question. [Reads:] " I furthermore swear that females, friends, widows and their 
children, and orphans, shall ever be the object of my especial love and i^rotection." 

Ansicer. It seems like there was something about that ; but I don't know how that 
was, in expecting to'be called on. 

Question. [Reads:] "I furthermore swear that, should I divulge or cause to be 
divulged any signs, secrets, grips, or pass-words obtaining to this order, I shall suffer 
the penalty of a traitor's doom, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the 
brethren." Anything like that ? 

Ansicer. I dou't think it was exactly like that. 

Question. Was or was there not any pledge of secrecy ? 

Answer. I think there was, sir. 

Question. Well, now, sir, what are your politics, Mr. Hambrick? 
Ansice7\ Well, I have always voted the radical ticket since the surrender, till this 
last election. At the last election I voted for the convention. 
Question. For State officers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. For national ? 
Answer. Well, I did them the same way. 

Question. State to his honor and the jury whether or not there was any understand- 
ing that you should interfere with any man's right to vote ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. On account of his jpolitics ? 

Answer. We talked some about that, but that wasn't the understanding. 
Question. You say you stopped when they came to that part of the oath and asked if 
it deprived you of voting for the man you pleased ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I told them I would not go in if it was. 

Cross-examined, for the United States, by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. How old are you, sir? 

Answer. I was sixty-three years old the 15th day of last August. 
Question. You say that you swore to love all females ? 
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Aiiswcr, Yes, sir ; there was something about the widows, hut I don't remember 
now. 

Question. Was there anything about specially loving females in it? 
Answe)', If there was I don't reeoUect it. 

Question. Was there anything about '* the immaculate God" in the oath? Did you 
hear anything of that ? 
Answer. 1 don't recollect the word immaculate. 

Question. Did you belong to the Den that Shot well wouldn't receive? 
Ansiver. I suppose I did. They said we wasn't organized in the right way. I don't 
know anything about that. 

Question. This is the same Den that Elias Hambrick, your son, belongs to ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Js John Green your son-in-law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. How many were in it ? 

Anstver, 1 am not able to tell you that, sir. 

Question. How many did you see at the meeting you were at ? 

Ansiver. I don't know how many. Well, I could not tell by guessing. 

Question. Could you not come within ten of the number ? 

Ansiver. Well, I don't think I could. 

Question. Fifty ? 

Answei'. There may have been thirty or fifty. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that you weren't at a meeting but once ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you never hear the oath but once ? 
Ansiver, That's all. It was administered to me. 

Question. Do you tell the jury that there was nothing in it about obeying your supe- 
rior officers ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't. There may have been. 

Question. Was there anything about opposing the radical party ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember ; there may have been. 

Question. Were you still to be a republican as you always had been ? 

Answer. I thought so. I understood that some people had been about whipping 
innocent folks, and I didn't like that. Green said if I understood it I would be in favor 
of it. 

Question. Was he chief? , 
Answer. I don't know, sir, whether he was or not. 
Question. Was he a republican? 

Answer. I don't know, sir ; I sort of think he was a democrat. 
Question. You said something about jroting for a man ? 

Answer. 1 says then, says I, I vote for the man and not for the party. Sometimes I 
go one way and sometimes another, for I think the man is most to be depended upon. 
Question. Was that at your house ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir. 

Question. All this understanding that you had about this was in the road there when 
you were sworn, was it? 

Ansiver. No, no ; that was took down on my land, opposite the fence, there in the 
field. 

Question. It was that time you had the talk about voting for who you pleased ? W^, 
how was the oath administered to you ? 

Answei: Well, I don't know, sir ; It was sort of like that though. I have been sick, 
aud I don't have my mind right anyhow. 

Question. Are you hard of hearing? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How long have you been hard of hearing ? 

Answer. Ever since that good big fight before Richmond. 

Question. Did Green call out the oath to you pretty loud 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was it at night ? 

Answ€i\ No, sir ; it was in day-time. 

Question. Where was it that you went into the meeting of the Den? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was in the house. 

Question, Whereabouts was it that the Den met ? 

Answer, It was at a little house about half a mile from me. 

Question. In a house ? 

Ansiva-. At a house. 

Question. What time of night ? 

Answei'. Well, it was about little after dark, i 

^Mcsiiow. How long were you there? 

Answer. Well, I am not able to tell you. 
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Question. Wliat business did you do ? 

Jnsivei'. Well, they first said they wanted to organize. They commenced pinting 
their officers, or rather electing of them. They elected I don't know how many officers. 
I paid very little attention. After they got that arranged they said they would appoint 
Borne committee to 

Question. What was the committee for? 

Answer. Well, it was said, to say what must be done if anything took place ; that's 
all I know. 

Question, Did you ask what the committee was for ? 
Answer. I don't know that I did. 
Question. Did anybody ? 

Answer. Don't recollect that they did that night at all. , 

Question. That seemed to be a regular part of the meeting f 

Ansiver. I don't know much about it. 

Question. How many were on the committee ? 

Ansivei'. It seems to me that there was about five. 

Question. Did you do any business that night otherwise than that ? 

Answer. There was a call from the committee to go on somebody, I don't recollect. 
Now, it was said that some negro had been out stealing corn and changing it for 
whisky, or something, and they inquired what ought to be done. The committee said 
the best would be to let the law take its course. Some man, off a distance, said, says 
he, if this squad, or some such a word as that, don't whip that negro there will be a 
crowd fetched up from below that will do it. 

Question. From the Invisible Empire ? 

Answer. I don't know. That seemed to be the way. 

Question. Did he say this squad or this Den ? 

Ansiver. I don't recollect now, but it seemed like this squad. 

Question. Well? 

Ansiver. Some of them said that they didn't want the negro abused. He was work- 
ing for a white woman, and they didn't want him disabled from work. They then 
said, maybe it would be best if some of them was to give him a light whipping ; not 
put it on hard, but put it on with a small switch ; that would scare him perhaps, and 
not injure him from his work. That was all that I knew that took place. 

Question. Were you ever out on a raid ? 

Answe7\ The next morning in studying about it, some of them said that this whip- 
ping better not hye done. I stopped some of them myself. 
Question. Did they go ? 

Answer. They thought I sent word to don't go. 

Question, You don't know whether he was whijiped or not ? . ^ 

Answer. It was said that he was, but I don't k||ow anything about it. 

Question. He was ordered to be whipped by the Den while you were in it ? 

Answer. Well, some time that night. 

Question. That was the beginning of the business ? 

Answer. That was all that was done in my presence. 

Question. What was it they were going to do with him ? Had anybody proposed to 
abuse him ? 

Ansiver. This man said that he would fetch a crowd that would whip him if it was 
not done by this crowd. 

Question. Did he say where from ? 

Answer. I think he said the lower crowd, or from somewhere below ; I don't know 
which he said. 

Question. Did you know what crowd he was alluding to ? 

Answej\ No, sir ; I didn't. 

Question. Was there a crowd below there ? 

Ansivei\ I don't know that there was. I could hear of mischief being done, but I 
didn't know anything about it. 

Question. What do you mean by mischief? 

Answei'. Well, being some negroes whipped. Such as that. 

Question. How long did you stay in the Empire, Mr. Hambriek ? 

Ansiver. Well, I don't know how long to tell you. I never was with them more than 
^ that one time. 

Question, You don't know when you quit ? 

Answer. Well, I quit then. I never had anything more to do with them after that 
time. 

Question. Didn't you think it was a good thing ? 

Answer. Well, I don't think it was a good thing to go about doing mischief. 
Question. What was it that kept you from going on with them. 
Answer. I never had any idea of going on with them. 

Question. Well, how long was it before Mr. Shotwell sent orders that you should not 
he counted a Den ? 
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Answer, It was a short time after that. 
Qimtion, What was it that ho ohjected to ? 

Answer, I don't know, sir. I didn't seo Mr. Shotwell or didn't know him myself. 
Question. You voted in your county this year, didn't you? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you vote for the convention f 
Answer, Yes, sir; I voted for Kobert Giltey. 

Ee-direct hy counsel for defendants, (Strong ;) 
Question, You say that this Den was not received hy Mr. Shotwell ? 
An8wa\ It was said it was not. 

Question, Didn't you know that it was recognized by the other Dens — that it was a 
Den in good standing? 
Answer, No, sir; I don't know that even. 

Question. But you say that this negro man that they agreed to raid upon — the rea- 
son was that he stole corn and changed it for whisky f 
A7isivei\ Yes, sir. 

Mr. Phillips. Were you on the committee that ordered that boy to be whipped? 
Ansiver, No, sir. I don't know that he was whipped. 
Mr. Strong. Why did you say that he was whipped ? 

Answer. Well, somebody came up and said that he was stealing corn, and took it to 
Mr. Spurling and ho gave him whisky for it. This negro said it was for Perry Hum- 
phries, and Perry Humphries said that he never sent him ; and I suppose that it was 
Perry Humphries that said that in that crowd. 

Question, Was ho ordered to bo whipped anywhere ab(5ut politics ? 

Answer, No, sir; not that I knew anything about or heard anything about. 

TESTIMONY OF A. J. LOGAN. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Mr. Strong:) 
Question, Where do you reside ? * 
Answer, Eutherford County 

Question, Are you a member of the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansxce)', No, sir. 

Question, What are your politics, sir ? 
Answei', Conservative. 

Question, Never have been a member of the Invisible Empire at all ? 
Ansivei', No, sir ; a member of no secret organization at all. 
Question, Do you know James Sweazey ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Are you acquainted with his rei)utation or his general character ? 
Answcj', Yes, sir. 

Question, What is his character as a peaceable man and a good citizen ? 

Answei', lie is a very peaceable man and a very good citizen ; but lately he has been 
drinking. He was a very good citizen until he commenced drinking. 

Quesiio7i, Jason Wethrow — acquainted with him ? 

Ansxctr, Yes, sir ; 1 know him, but I don't know him very well. 

Question, Are you acquainted with his reputation in his neighborhood ? . 

Answer, He lives too far from me to know his character well. I know the man very 
well when I see him. 

Question, John Calton — do you know his reputation in his neighborhood ? 

Answer, Very well, sir. 

Question, What is that reputation ? 

Aiiswer, Very good. He is a very peaceable, honest man ; a man of good character. 
Question, Do you know the rei>utation in his neighborhood ot William C. Depriest ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What is that reputation, sir ? 
Answer, His character is good. 

Question, Are you acquainted with the reputation in his neighborhood of Adolphus 
Depriest ? 

Ansiver, He is a boy. I know him, but I don't know enough about his character to 
say whether it is good or bad. I don't think the young man has formed any character. 
I know nothing agin the boy. 

Question, Are you acquainted with the reputation in his neighborhood of Joseph 
Depriest ? 

Answer. It is like the other one, only a still younger boy, of the same family. I know 
nothing agin the boy. 

Queittion, Are yon acquainted with the general reputation in his neighborhood of 
Taylor Carson ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question, What is that, sir ? 
Answer, I thiDk it is good. 

Question, Do you know the general reputation in his neighborhood of Olin Carson ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What is that, sir ? 

Answer. It is good. I would like to qualify it a little— that is, up to this charge of 
Ku-Kluxiug ; I would like to qualify it in that way. 
Mr. Phillips. Do you mean to qualify them all that way ? 
Answer-. All these Ku-Klux, I do. 

Mr. Strong! I understand you to say that with regard to these men this is the only 
thing you have heard against them ; with this exceiition that their character is good f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Which do you mean to apply that to now, sir ? 

Answer, All those who are charged with Ku-Kluxing ; I think that has affected their 
character. It has come out on them, and I think it has affected their character. 
Question. Do you know the general reputation of Benjamin Fortune ? 
A7iswer. No, sir ; he is a young man that I have known but a short time. 
Question. Thomas Fortune? 
Ansiver. 1 don^t know him neither. 
Question, Leander Toms'? 
Ansicer, I know his. He has a good name. 
Question, Daniel Fortune ? 
Ansiver, I don't kn«w him. 
Question, Samuel Biggerstaff? 
Answer', I know his character. It is good, 
^itesiion. Alfred Biggerstaff? 

Answer, He is a young man. I don't know his character well enough to give it. I 
know nothing agin him. 
^wes/iow. Barton Biggerstaff ? ' 
Anstver, The same as the other ; they are brothers. 
Question, Benjamin Gould ? • 

Answer, He is a Cleveland man. I don't know his character. * 
Question, Joseph Wilson ? 

Answer, I merely know the young man. He lives a considerable distance from me. 
I don't know anything about his character. 
Question, Alfred Early ? 

Answer. As far as I know, his character is good. He is a young man. I know noth- 
ing agin his character. 
Question. Lloyd Early ? 

Answer, Well, he is about the same. He is a young man. I know nothing against 
him. . 
Question. James McDaniel ? 
Ansiver. I don't know him. 
Question, Joseph McDaniel ? 
Answer, I don't know him. 
Question, Achilles Durham ? 
Answer, Durham's character is good. 
Question, Law son Teal ? 

Answer, I don't know anything about him to know his character. 

Question, Do you know when this first raid was made on Mr. Biggerstaff? 

An8}ve7\ I only know it from report. 

Question, When did you hear that it occurred ? 

Ansicer, On the night of the 8th of April. 

Question, Did you see him at any time shortly after that : and, if so, how long ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I was at his house, but didn't see him. 

Question. Did you know where he was ? 

Ansiver, I didn't know, of my own knowledge. 

Question, He wasn't at home, at any rate? 

Ansivei', No, sir. 

Question, What did his family say ? 

Answer, He was out in the field. I was just passing Mr. Biggerstaff's, and merely 
called in to see him, and I was informed by his family that he was out in the field. 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 

Question, Do you know the general character of Amos Owens? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, How is that, sir ? 
Answer, He is rather a rowdy man. 
(Objected to and sustained.) 
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Question. I understood you to say that these gentlemen were damaged in character 
for Ku-Kluxing ? 

Ansivci; I think it has affected their character some in the neighhorhood. 
Question. All these persons, sir ? 

Ansicer, I don't think that all these young men are affected much hy it. 
Question, They are reported to be Ku-Klux, but it doesn't affect them ? 
Ansicer. Well, it was generally thought that these young men wasn't Ku-Klux, until 
recently. It is not known at home. Not that I know of. 
Question, Is young man Toms one of these, sir ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Lawson Teal f . , 

Answer. I think there is some suspicion resting agin, him at homo, of being one of 
them. 

Question. Achilles Durham ? 

Ansivei'. I never heard it until he was arrested and brought down here. I never 
heard it before that. 

Question. Do you mean to say that the fact of his being a Ku-Klux has not damaged 
him ? 

Answer. I don't know what public opinion would be upon that question. I am 
uncertain of this question, as far as I have spoken of, among the people where I live. 
Question. How does this last remark qualify what you have said awhile ago ? 
(Objected to and sustained.) 

Question. Do you say anything now in view of what his honor says t 

Answer. That is, some of them had been damaged with the charge of Ku-Kluxing. 

^Me8<io?t. Was James Sweazy one of these? 

Answer. He was suspicioned. 

Question. At that time ? • * 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Jason Wethrow f 

Answer. I don't know that I ever heard. 

Question. John Calton ? 

Answer, I don't think John Calton has ever been suspicioned up to the present time. 
Question. William Depriest? 

Answer. It is a very hard question to answer. I have heard some on both side« of 
that question. Some suspicion him and some don't. 

Question. Had you heard anything about it before the Stli of April? 

■Answer. Yes, sir; I had heard something about it before that. It was more suspicion 
than anything else. 

Question. LeanderToms? * 

Answer. I never heard any suspicion agin him. 

Question. Adolphus Depriest ? 

Answer. I don't know that I ever heard any agin hira. He is a boy. 

Question. And say about Joseph ? 

Anstvei'. Just about the same as about the other. 

Question. Taylor Carson ? 

Answer. I don't know that there was any suspicion resting ou him at all. 
Question. Olin Carson? 

Answefi'. I don't know that there was any suspicion resting on him. \ 
Question. Daniel Fortune ? 

Answer. I don't know anything about the Fortunes. 
Question. Samuel Biggerstaff? 
Answer. I don't think Samuel Biggerstaff was. 
Question. Alfred Biggerstaff ? 

Answer, Well, he is a young man that I know but little about. 
Question, Barton Biggerstaff? 
Answer. He, too, is just like the other. 

Question. Ben. Gould, or Daniel Gould, or Joseph Wilson, Alfred Early, Lloyd Early ? 

Answer. I never heard any suspicion agin the two young Earlys, that I know. 

Question. James and Joseph McDaniel you don't know ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Lawson Teal? 

Ansiver. I don't know the man's character. 

Question. Then, there are only three of them that you ever heard suspected — that is 
James Sweazy, Jason Wethrow, and William Depriest ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; there has been some suspicion against them. 

Redirect by counsel for defense, (Strong:) 
Question. You say that the only thing that you heard against them was that there 
was some suspicions against them prior to the 8th of April, and that was the only 
thing you know against them ? 

37 N 0 
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Atmcei; Yes, sir. 

Question. As to Depriest ? 

Anstver, I think public opinion was divided. 

Question. Mr. Logan, do you know these defendants ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Taking Mr. Allen's as near A?ron Biggerstaft's as the other, which side do 
they live on ? 

Ansiver. Mr. Biggerstalf lives on the main road leading from Rutherford to Lincoln- 
ton. Allen lives, also, on the road that leads to Lincolnton. That road runs nearly 
an east course. 

Question. Well, Mr. Biggerstaff lived west, you stated, didn't you ; which way did 
he live from Mr. Allen I 
Ansioer. He lived near a due west course. 

Question. Which way does Mr. James Sweazy live from Mr. Biggerstaff! 

Answer. Mr. James Sweazy lives due northwest. 

Question. Which way does Jason Wethrow live ? 

Answei\ Due northeast. ^ 

Qu^tion. John Caltou? 

Answer. He lives a little west of north. v. 
Question. William Depriest ? 

Answer. William Depriest Jives a little west of north. 
Question. Ad olphus Depriest? 

Anstcer. He lives with his father and Joseph Depriest. 

Question. Well, Taylor Carson? 

Anstcer. Taylor Carson would be about southwest. 

Question. Olin Carson? 

Answer. Pretty much the same course. 

Question. These Fortune boys ? 

Answer. They live very near north. 

Question. The Toms ? » 

Answer. They would be a little west of north — not much. 

Question. The Biggerstaffs ? 

Answer. Not far from the north course, near as I could guess at it. 
Question. Ben Gould ? 

Answer. I don't know. He lives in northern direction. 
Question. Wilson? • 
Answe7\ He lives about southeast. 

Question. Alfred and Lloyd Early ? ^ 
Answer. They live not far from the north course, probably a little east of north. 
Question. James and Joseph McDaniel ? 
Answer. Well, they are southeast. 

Question. Do you know how far they live down that way ? • 
Answer. I don't know the exact distance — some eight or ten miles. 
Question. Mr. Achilles Durham? 

Answer. Well Achilles Durham must live within some eight or ten miles of Bigger- 
.stafPs. 

Question. What course ? 
Anstcer. A little east of south. 
Question. How far off ? 

Answer. Eight or ten miles, as near as I could guess at it. 
-Question. Lawsou Teal ? 

Answer. I don't know where Lawson Teal lives. He lives in a good many places. 
H€ is a young man that works about. 

<iuestion. Allen's is east of Aaron Biggerstaff's ? Put yourself at Allen's, these, men 
live on the other side of Biggerstaff's ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW CROWDER. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (Mr. Strong:) 

Question. Mr. Crowder, what county do you live in, sir ? 

Answei'. I live in Cleveland. 

Question. How far from Mr. James Allen's ? 

Anstcer. Five miles. 

Question. You know Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Anstcei*. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you remember heariug about the night he was first raided on ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; it was the 8th night of April. 

-Question. Well, sir, will you state whether you remember seeing any persons i)assing 
by your house that night ? 
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Ansicer, Well, sir, about dark I was sittiDg at my door with feet against the fence, 
when I heard the report of guns some six or eight miles south of where I lived. In a 
few minutes I heard a great many more. lu a few minutes more there passed some 
men on up north. Mayhe about 8 o'clock a crowd came up. Down below where 

1 lived there was a cross-roads ; they staid there some time. I could not tell how many 
there were ; they were three double by the horses' tracks next morning. There seemed 
to be some twenty-six on the side next to the piazza. They were just gone four hours 
and ten minutes by the clock. 

Question, Twenty-six files passed you ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; besides those that went on before the crowd some time ahead. 

Question. What time was that ? 

Answer, Ten o'clock. 

Question. How did you know that ? 

Answer. Because I looked at the clock. The clock was just there. 
Question. Did you see them any more that night ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; exactly at ten minutes after 2 o'clock they came back there. The 
moon was up as they went on, and it shined very light as they came back. They camo 
in the yard as they came back and commenced talking to me. They were all dis- 
guised. One man came up and told me what they had done. They said they had 
been up to Mr. Big^erstafTs and given him two hundred lashes, and they were? the 
men that done it and not his neighbors. They asked what time it was, and some said 

2 o'clock, and they said they must ride hard or they wouldn't cross the water before 
daylight. 

Question, Did you see any of them by the light ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I got one man good into the door to see if I could know him, but 
I didn't know him. He had on a false-face. 
Question. Some of them weren't disguised ? 

Answer, I could not tell, sir ; as they came back there were so many of them that I 
could not tell. In the road I noticed that a good many were not disfjuised. 
Question. Did you get near enough to see them ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I was within five or six steps of them. The moon was shining 
very bright. 

Question, Mr. Crowder, are you acquainted with the reputation of Amos Harrill in 
his neighborhood ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I am well acquainted with it ; it is good. 
Question, Achilles Durham ? 

Answer. Well, it is good as far as I am acquainted with him. 
Question, Are you a member of the Invisible Empire, sir ? 

Answ€i\ No, sir ; I have no connection with it at all. I didn'nt know anything about 
it at all till since I came here I got a pretty good idea of it. 
Question, What are your politics, Mr. Crowder ? 
Answer. Sometimes I vote both ways. 
Question, Were you ever a member of the Union League ? 

Answer. I joined it at first. There was a person — that is, he was a preacher — knock- 
ing about the country up there, and he said if we was two-thirds Union as we was in 
1860 we could get back into the Union on them grounds. I thought if we could get 
back on them grounds I would do so. He said there was eight oaths to take. I took 
the oath to the United States at Point Lookout, under Major Brady, and I am going to 
stick to that, too, and all the laws of the United States. 

Cross-examined by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question. You live just over in Cleveland 1 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How far from Biggerstaff ? 
Answer. About eight miles. 

Question, You say that Ben Gould lives right by you ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. These men passed your house at ten o'clock?. 
Answer. Yes, sir, that night. 

Question, Will you tell that jury, now, the best of your impression, whether they 
were three deep or four deep. 

Answei\ Well, sir, I can't tell you. I just counted the file next to me. I just sup- 
posed that they were three files from the way that they throwed out. 

Question. Did you know there weren't four ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I didn't know that. 

Question. Do you mean to say that there might only have been one ? 
Ansiver. I say, sir, that there was two anyhow. 
Question. Were you looking through a window at them ? 
Aimvei\ No, sir ; I was out. 

Question, Did they say anything to you as they passed ? 
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An8icei\ No, sir. 

Quesiion, How many passed on before these twenty-six files ? 
Answer, There passed four or five in one little squad. 

Question, And then these twenty-six files came on last at ten o^clock ? Any more ? 
Ansiver, No, sir ; nary another one up that night at all. 
Question, And they alarmed you ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; they sort of frightened me a little. I didn't know what was up. 
There had been a great many darkies passing backwards and forwards. There was a 
camp-ground jnst above me four or five miles, and I thought these men were going up 
there to fight. That was the suspicion I had. 

Question, They were gone just four hours and ten minutes ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, They told yon they had given Biggerstaff just exactly two hundred, and 
they assured you that it was not his neighbors done it ? ' 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; that's what they told me. 

Question, You hadn't asked them that — they just came out and told you ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question,. How long were they at your house when they returned ? 
Answer, They staid some five or eight minutes. 
Question, You could not tell who they were ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; and no other man could tell who they were, for they were so well 
covered. Some had robes on and some clothes. 
Question, Did two robes pass your house ? 
Ansiver, I could not hardly tell. 

Question, You say they had to cross the water ; what water was it ? 
Ailsiver, Probably Brace Creek, or the river. 

Question, What was the remark about crossing the creek ? How far was it from the 
creek ? 
Ansiver, About a mile. 
Question, How far from the river ? 
Ansiver, About eight miles to the Shelby River ? 
Question. How many passed back ? 
Answer, 1 didn't count them. 
Question. Did as many pass back as went up ? 

Ansiver, I don't know. They were passing there till day. I laid rather close to the 
door, and I didn't sleep any. I think there was as many as seventy-five or eighty 
passed back. 

Question, You were at a considerable scare ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I didn't know but what they might rake me a little. I knew those 
crowds generally drank a good deal of liquor. 

Question,, Were you ever with one of those crowds ? 

Answer, No, sir; but when I smell sprees I can tell. That wasn't the last crowd I 
ever saw. 

Question. How many did you see on the other ? • 

An8we7\ They passed some two or three weeks after that, going down the country. 
Some two or three in one gang, four in another, and five in another. They were dis- 
guised, too. , 

Question. Did they have horns ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir ; they had horns that stuck out pretty wide at the top, with brass 
on them. 

Question, How is Mr. Gould's character, did you say ? 

Answer, I say it is plum good. 

Question, Achilles Durham ? 

Answer, 1 never heard anything till I came here. 

Question. Did 1 understand you to say, or do you mean, that the negroes were drilling 
tomeettheKu-Klux? ^ ^» j ; = s 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

^ Question, When they came back they came back scattering, and, according to your 
judgment, there may have been some seventy-five or eighty, and there might have 
been even ninety of them ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I could not tell. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN A, M'FARLAND. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defendants, (IVIr. Strong:) 

Question, Are you acquainted with Matthew Crowder, sir ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, How long have you known him ? 
Answer, Ever since I was a boy, sir. 
Question, Is his character good or bad ? 
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Ansicer, It is good, sir. / 
Question, Is it not excellent 1 / 
Answer, Well, sir, it is as good as any man's in that conntry. I don't know anything 
against him. 

Question. Pleaae state to the court and jury what your political sentiments are. 

Ansiver, Repuhlican, sir. 

Question, Do you hold any office, sir ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; deputy sheriff, ever since the war. 

Question. What county, sirT 

Anstver, Rutherford County, sir. 

TESTIMONY OP GEORGE ROLLINS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Mr. STRONG ;) 
Question. Where do you reside, sir 1 
Answer, In Rutherford County. 

Question. Are you acquainted, sir, with the general reputation, in his neighborhood, 
of Benjamin Fortune f 
Answer, 1 don't know that I am. 

Question, Are you acquainted with the reputation, in his neighborhood, of Thomas 
Fortune ? 

Ansicer, I don't think I am, very well. 

Question, Are you acquainted with the general reputation or character of Scott 
Toms ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, What is that, sir ? 
Ansicer. I think it is good, sir. 

Question, With the general reputation of Taylor Carson ? 

Answer. 1 think it is good. 

Question. Clin Carson ? 

Answer, I think it is good, sir. 

Question. Benjamin Gould ? 

Ansivei'. Good. 

Question. Are you acquainted with the character and general reputation of James 
McDaniel 7 

Answer, 1 don't think I am, sir, of late years. 
Question. Joseph McDaniel ? 
Answer, 1 don't think I know it. 

Question. Do you know the general reputation, in his neighborhood, of James 
Sweazy ? 
Ansicer. I don't think I do, sir. 
Question, Jason Wethrow f 

Answer, 1 don't think I do, sir. / 

Question. John Calton ? 

Answer, Not very well, I think, sir. 

Question. William Depriest f , 
Ansicer, Well, I think I know it, sir. 
Question, What is that, sir ? 
Answer, 1 think it is good. 

Question. Adolphus and Joseph Depriest — they are his sons ; are you acquainted with 
them, sir ? 

Ansicer. Not very well, sir. 

Question. Samuel Biggerstaff; do you know his reputation in his neighborhood ? 
Answer. I think it is good. 

Question, Alfred and Barton Biggerstaff ; they are young men, I believe ? 
Ansicer, 1 don't know that I could give that in correctly. 

Question, Joseph Wilson ; are you acquainted with his reputation in his neighbor- 
hood, sir ? 
Answa', I don't think I am, sir. 

Question, Are acquainted with the character, in his neighborhood, of Alfred Early or 
Lloyd Early ? 
Answer, Not very well, sir. 

Question. Achilles Durham ; do you know his reputation in his neighborhood ? 

Answei; I haven't known it very much of late years, but I think it is good. 

Question. Lawson Teel ? 

Answer. I don't think I know it very well. 

Question, Are you a minister of the-Gospell 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What church, sir ? 

Answer. For the Baptist. 
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Question. You are now engaged at your regular occupations. 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Cross-examined for the United States, by Mr. Phillips : 
Question. Mr. Rollins, did you ever hear, before the 8th of Aprils of any of these 
gentlemen whose names have been called off being Ku-Klux — ^James Sweazy 1 
Answer. I think there has been some suspicion, sir. 

Question. Did you ever hear anvthing said about Mr. Sweazy as a member of the 
Ku-IGux before the 8th of April? 
Answer. I think I have heard it spoken of, sir. 
Question. Did it damage his character at all ? 

Answer. Well, I suppose it would, to some extent, but I could not say. 
Question. Did you ever hear of Mr. Jason Wethrow spoken of as a Ku Klux? 
Answer. Well, sir ; I could not say. I don't remember. 
Question. John Calton; did you ever hear him spoken of as a Ku-Klux ? 
Answer.^ I don't know that I did. 
Question. William Depriest ? 
Ansiver. I think J have heard it spoken of. 
Question. Leander Toms ? 
Answer, I don't think I could say, sir. 
Question. Adolphus Depriest ? 
' Answei'. I don't know. 
Question. Joseph Depriest ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 
Question. Taylor Carson ? 
Ansicer. I don't think I did, sir. 
Question. Olin Carson ? 

Ansioei\ I think I have heard him spoken of as one. 

Question. Ben Fortune ; I ask the same question in regard to him, Mr. Rollins. 

Ansiver. I could not be positive about it, sir. 

Question. Thomas Fortune ? • 

Ansiver. I don't think I could say at this time. 

Question. Daniel Fortune ? - 

Amwer. Not that I know of, sir. 

Question, Samuel Biggerstaff ? 

Answer. I could not say positively. 

Question, What is your best impression ? 

Ansiver. I don't think I* could be positive, sir. There were several spoken of. 

Question. Alfred Biggerstaff? 

Answer, I could not be positive about it. 

Question. Barton? 

Answer, I could not say. 

Question. Ben Gould ? 

Answer. I don't think I did, sir. 

Question, Daniel Gould, Joseph Wilson, Alfred Early, Lloyd Early, James or Joseph 
McDaniel, Achilles Durham, LawsonTeel? 
Answer. Not that I know of. I don't remember. 

Bebutting testimony, 

TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL CROWDER. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. In Cleveland County. 
Question. Were you on the Biggerstaff raid ? 
" Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, Did you go to the house ? 
Answ'n', Yes, sir. 

Questi&n. What did you hear said to old man Biggerstaff there for anything ? 
Ansicer, When they were whipping him, they cursed him for being a radical. 
Question. What else ? • 
Answer, And for having Depriest killed. 

Question. Did they or did they not say anything to him about voting? 
Ansicer. They just cursed him for being a radical. 

Question. Can you give their language, not their oaths, I don^t care about them. 

Answer. They just cursed him for being a leading radical. 

Question. Did you hear anything said to Us daughter ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I didn't. 

Question, What Den did you belong to ? 
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Ansicer, Marion Horde's. 

Question. What were the orders given to you about Biggerstaff in your Den f 
Ansxcer, Well, it was to go and whip him for having Depriest killed. 
Question. What was Depriest to you 1 

Aimoer. Well, it was John Wiley's orders, and we had to obey them. 

Question. Who was John Wiley ? 

Answei\ Well, he was just a member of the order. 

Question. Was he chief? 

Answer. Yes^ sir ; for the lower part of the county, I think. 

Question. How did John Wiley give the orders ? How did you get them ? 

Answer, Well, he came up there and told it in our Den. 

Question. Is that the way the Invisible Empire proceeds ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; he came up to the meeting and said lie wanted a raid made on Big- 



Question. What would be the next step after his saying that 1 
Answer. Well, we had a meeting then. It was handed in that night. We didn't do 
anything the first night. At the other meeting it was carried. 
Question. What carried ? 

Answer. Why, they agreed that they would go. 
Question. Did Wiley come the second time I 
Answer. Yes, sir; he did. 

Question. When you say it was carried, what do you mean I 
Ans}cer. Well, we agreed on it; that we would go. 
Question. Who would go f 

Answer. Marion Horde would take his Den and go. 
Question. Who agreed npon it ? 
Ansiver. The committee. 

Question. How long have you been a member of the order t 
Ansiver. Well, I entered the 1st of March and quit the 8th of April. 
Question. Didn't you go on the raid ? 

Anmcer. Yes, sir; I went on the raid, though that was the last I done. After 'Mr. 
Biggerstaif was whipped, then I quit. 
Question. How did you quit f 
Answei\ I just didn't go any more. 
Question. Did you ever go on any more raids ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I went on Mr. Whistnant. 

Question. Was that the only one you ever went on besides the Biggerstaff f 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I went on a boy at Mr. Yarifi:''s. 
Question. What for? 

Answer. The report was that he was running after some white women. We didn't 
find him. 

Question. You didn't find him ? 
Answer. No, sir, we didn't. 

Question. Mr. Crowder, did you try Biggerstaff in your Den 1 • 
Answer. Yes, sir; I think he was tried. 

Question. Who tried him ? ^. 
An8wei\ The committee. 

Question. When the committee tries and decides, does the Den just go on the raid ? ' 
Atiswer. Whenever they passed sentence we had to go. 

Question. Wasn't there any appeal to the Den ; wouldn't the Den vote down the com- 
mittee ? 

Answer. No, sir ; never, that I knew of. 
Question. Were you sworn when you joined ? 

Ansivc7\ There was a few words of the oath read to me : I never taken the full oath 
at all. 

Question, Are you any kin to the other Mr. Crowder that was here just now ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I am a cousin to him. 

Question. Were you blindfolded ? 

Ansicer, No, sir; I wasn't. 

Question. What have been your politics 1 

Answer. I have always voted the conservative ticket. 

Question. And you understood that Wiley sent you all np there to whip the old man 
because of his being the occasion of Depriest being killed ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; that was what Wiley said. 

Question. When the committee comes in now and reads its decree, does it say any- 
thing else. 

Answer. No, sir ; they just say that they are agreed; and the chief says that they must 
go, and set the time for the Den to go. 

Question. What is the form the committee come in and reports ; what does it say. 
Answer. They just say that they agree that Mr. Biggerstaff must be whipped. 
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Question. Who was the man that brought that in ? . 

Jnsiver. Well, I don^t know the men who was on the committee that night. 
Question. Did they say that they had agreed to anything ? , 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; they said that they had agreed to give him two hundred lashes ; 
John JVViley laughed at it, but he said it would do if they allowed him to put it on. 
Question. Where did you leave them ? 

Ansiver. I left them there at Matthew Crowder*s, below the cross-roads. 
Question. Where did you go then ? 

Answer, I went on to the Johnson place, to meet some more men. 
Question. Did you meet any ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, two ; Rufus Eskridge and Webb Eskridge. 
Q;aestxon. Was that all ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Then where did you go t 
Answer. I went on to Allen's. 
^ Question. How many were there ? 
Answer, Ten or twelve. 

Question. How many men were with you that passed north ? 

Answer: There was four of us j me and Mike Grigg, John Tisdale, and John Grigg. 
We went on ahead to the Johnson place and ten or twelve met us up there. 
Question. Were you the first four that passed Crowder's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I reckon we were. 
Question. Do you know who the rest were ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don^t. 

Question. When you collected at Allen's there were sixteen or eighteen of you alto- 
gether ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir j about that, I reckon. 
Question. Anybody come in then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the big crowd came in from below. The main crowd came up. 
Question. How many were in the big crowd 1 

Answer. Well, sir, I can't teU you ; there was a big crowd of men, though. 
Question. And you went on arid whipped the old man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
V Question. Were you present at the whipping ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was off some five or six steps. 
Question. Did you help whip him ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you whip the woman ! 
Answer. No, sir. * ^ 

' Question. Did you see her whipped ! 
Answci'. No, sir; I saw two men holding her at the gate. 
Question. Was she saying anything 1 

Answer. Not as I heard ; there was such a fuss. . . . , 

Question. Was she the only woman you saw ! 
Answer. I saw the old woman in the house. 
Question. What time did you go into the house f 

An8wei\ I never went into the house until they had him out in the road and was 
whippiug him. 

Question. Where was it you heard them cursing ? 
Answer. I was in the lane. 
Question. Were they whipping him then ! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they tell him what they were whipping him for ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir ; for having Depriest killed, and they cursed him for being a leading . 
republican — a leading radical. 

Question. How long were you tKere ? 

Answer. Something about three-quarters of an hour. 

Question. What time did you get there — about ? 

Ansxver. Well, I can't tell you, but some time about the middle of the night, I reckon. 
Questimi. Do you know any of these men that are indicted here— Owens or Sweazy? 
Do you know Owens ? 

, Answei\ No, sir ; I didn't know him till I came down here. 
Qmstion. Didn't you see him that night ? 
Answer. I heard him called. 
Question. James Sweazy? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

. Question. Did you hear any of the other young men called that night 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Don't you know John Calton ! 
Answer. Yes, sir \ I was in the war with him* 
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Question, Didn't you know any of these other men ? 
Anstvor. No^ I didn't know any of those men then. 

Cross-examined by counsel for defendants, (Strong :) 
Question, I understand yon to say that yon went "by Matthew Crowder's T 
Aimcer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did yon stop there any lengtji of time I 
Ansiver, I didn't. 

Question, Did you stop at the Johnson place ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see anybody there ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, You went on to James Allen's, you say — about a dozen ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you know any there ? 

Anstcer, No, sir ; I knew none except the men I went with. The main crowd camo 
up after that from Shelby. They came in an easterly direction. They came in from 
the direction of Wall's mill. 

Question, Was that in the direction of Crowder's ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How long were you there before this large crowd came up ? 

Answer, Well, sir, it was something like three-quarters of an hour. 

Question, Did any person join you going from Allen's to old man Biggerstaflfs ? 

Answer, If they did, I don't know it. 

Question. Did anybody join you after you got there ? 

Ansicer, If they did, I don't know it. 

Question, You didn't see him when they took him out of the house f 
Ans^ver, Yes, sir. 

Question, They told him that they were whipping him for killing Depriest; and cursed 
him for being a leading radical ? 
Ansivcr, They told him that they come to whip him for killing young Depriest. 
Question, Did they tell him that they were whipping him for anything else ? 
Answer, If they did, I didn't hear. 
Question, Where were the horses hitched, sir ? 
Ansiver, About 200 yards down in the road. 
Question, Were any' horses carried up near the gate ? 
Answer. If there was, I didn't know it. 
Question, Were any carried up to Mr. Biggerstaff's house? * 
Answer. If there was, I didn't know it. 

Question. When they got up there, what is the first thing they did ? 
Ansiver, They run to the house, I reckon, and they bursted the door open, and they 
fetched him out, and the first I seed of him he was out in the road. 
Question, Was the moon shining that night? 
Ansiver, Well, sir, I don't remember. 
Question, Did you see any horses in the lane? 
Answer. No, sir; I didn't. 

Question, Mr. Crowder, in returning did you go by Mr. Amos Harrill's house ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. State what took place there, if you please, sir. 

Ansiver, Well, we went on to his house, and stopped and went up to the house — the 
bigger part of them did, some staid in the road. The bigger part rode up to his 
palings and gate and called him. I heard them talking, but didn't hear what it was 
about. I took it to be him. I saw some man there talkiug with them, though I never 
seen Mr. Harrill before. 

Question, Where did the voice come from, sir ? ♦ 

Answer, It seemed like he was in the house. 

Question, Did you say you went on that Whistnant raid? 

Answer. Ye8, sir. 

Question. Well, sir, did you go back to Matthew Crowder's ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I went down the other way. I \n ent down the main road. 

Question. Were you disguised ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, What kind of disguise did you have on ? 

Answer, Just had on a false-face over my face and head. 

Question, Were the others disguised ? • 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What sort of disguise ? 

Answer. They had on just pretty nmch the same. 

Question. Was it possible for anybody to recognize them ? 

Ansiver, Well, I could not. 
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Quesiion, Could you have recognized anybody there by bis eyes ? 
Answer, No, sir. If I badn^t known just who they were I could not have sworn to 
anybody. 

Question. What did you have on your head ? 
Ansicer, Just made out of cloth. A white cloth over my head. 
Question. That might have looked mighty hideous iu the night. 
An8tve7\ Yes, sir; I expect it looked pretty much that way. 
Question. Were any others disguised like you ? 
Answer. Well, there was different disguises — all kinds. 
Question. Did any more have this white cloth over their face ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; several. 

Question. Did anybody have on a high-crowned bell hat there ? 
Ansiver. Not as I know of. 

Question, Could you swear to any man in that crowd if you hadn't known ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I could not. There were men that warn't disguised that I knew. 

Question, Could you have sworn to these that had white cloths over their faces ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I wouldn't have felt safe in swearing that way! 

Question. Who was there that was not disguised? 

Ansiver, Rufus Magnus was there. 

Question. Anybody else ? 

Answer, Not as I remember of. 

Question, How tall are you, sir ? 

Answer, Six feet and one inch. 

Question, Any in the crowd any taller than you, sir ? 
Answer, There may have been and me not know. 
Question. Did you see anybody there any taller than you ? 

Answer. Not as I remember, I didn't. There may have been men there, though, taller 
than me, for all I know. 

Question. 1 understand you to say if that woman was whipped there you didn't see 
it? 

Answer. 1 saw two men have her there, out at the gate, by the hand, but whether 
they whipped her or not I could not tell. I didn't see anybody strike her at all. 
Question, This man Whistnant ; do you know what are his politics ? 
Ansiver, No, sir ; I don't. 

Question, Don't you know the fact that he belongs to the Empire? 
Answer, I saw him at one meeting. 

Question. You say that yellow boy was whipped for running after white women ? 
Answer. We went to whip him, but didn't hnd him. 

Redirect by counsel for United States, (Mr. Phillips :) 

Question. The meeting at which you saw Whistnant, was that before or after the 
raid? 
Answer. After. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that you went on this raid against Biggerstaff 
because you were obliged to ? 
Answej'. That was the orders I got. 
Question. Were you obliged to go ? 

Answa; Well, I don't know as I was particularly bound to go ; though Marion 
Horde, whose Den I belonged to, said if the men didn't go they would fine them a 
dollar, and if they had ahorse and didn't let the horse go they would fine him a dollar, 
and if he didn't pay the dollar they would brace him. I heard him say that myself. 

TESTIMONY OF MARTIN PEARSON, (colored.) - 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States : 
Question, What is your name ? 
Answer. Martin Pearson. 
Question. W^here do you live ? 
An8W'07\. Live in Rutherford, 
Question, Did the Ku-Klux ever visit you ? 
Ajiswot, Yes, sir. 

Question, What did they say to you? 

Answer, They came down to my house one night, sir, and taken me out. First and 
foremost they struck me and jerked me about, and struck me in the house with sticks. 
They struck me out, and told me to get down on my knees ; that they Was going to 
whip me; I had always been a pretty big man, raised half free, and I wouldn't get 
down on my knees to nobody. They scutHed with me to get me down on my knees, 
and some of them struck me, and I raised a yell, and then some of them broke oif. They 
struck me four or five licks ; I don't know exactly now how many. They threw down 
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the light, and some of them ran off, and one them had hold of mo ; I threw him loose, 
and I went off. 

Qupstion, What did they say ahout voting ? 

Anmei\ Burrell Bias was the man I lived with. I had heeu raised half free, and 
voted against him ; they said if I voted against him any more they would como and . 
see me. 

Question. What was Burrell Bias? 
I An8ivc7\ He was a democrat, sir. 

Question. You say that they said to you that you must not vote against Burrell Bias 
any more ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Strong : 
Question. Did they not tell you that they had come over because you had threatened 
you would kill the Ku-Klux, if they would come there ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they said that, too. 

Question. How do you know ho voted the democratic ticket ? 
Answer. I saw him vote it; I saw the ticket, but I couldn't read it. 
Question. Did he ever tell you ho voted for any other person ? 
Answer, He always told me that ho voted the democratic ticket. 
Question. When was that you were whipped! 

Answer. The first raid that was made on me, sir, was on the fourth Saturday night in 
February. 

Question. The one you are speaking of, sir f 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN CARSOX. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States : 
Question. Where do you live, sirf 
Answer. I live in Henderson County, sir. 

Question. Are you acquainted with the general reputation of Aaron Biggerstaff for 
vera^jity in his neighborhood, sir? 
Ansicer. I think I am, sir. 
Question. What is it sir. 

Answer. It is good; I never heard it disputed. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Strong : 
Question. You say you live in Henderson County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I do. 

Question. How far do you live from Aaron Biggerstaff? 
Ansicei', Fifty miles. 

Question. How long have you lived that distance from him ? 
Answer, It is some sixteen years since I moved away, sir. 

TESTIMONY OP AARON V. BIGGERSTAFF. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips.) 
Question. Mr. Biggerstaff, who did you vote for in Congress in 1870 T 
Answe)'. A. H. Jones. 

Question. Was ho a republican candidate ? 
(Answer missing.) 

Question. Are you an active man in politics ? 
Anstccr. Well, I beat along the best I can. 

Cross-examination by Mr. Strong : 
Question, When did you vote for Mr. Jones for Congress ? 
Answei'. In 1870. 

Question. He was badly beaten, wasn^t he ; some three or four thousand votes? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. , 

TESTIMONY OF ELIAS WHISTNANT. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States: 
Question, Where do you live ? 
A7isicer. 1 live in Rutherford County. 
Question, Do you know Aaron Biggerstaff ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know his general reputation for veracity in the neighborhood where 
he lives ? 
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Answer, I don't exactly know : he lived very near to me some time ago. 

Question, How long has that been ? 

Anstver, Twelve or fourteen years ago, I suppose. 

Question, Have you known him since then f 

Answer, I never heard anything to the contrary of his good character. 

Cross-examination "by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question, I understand you to say, that fourteen years ago you lived near him. 
Answer, Some twelve or fourteen. 

Question, How near did you live to him twelve or fourteen years ago. 
Answer, Within about a mile and a half to him. 
Question, His character was then good ? ^ 
Anstve)', It was, sir. 

Question, How far do you live from Jiim now, sir. 
Answer, Nine or ten miles. 

Question. Can you say that you are very well acquainted with him now ? 

Anstver, Well, I can't say that I am so intimately acquainted in that section. 

Question, Can you say to the jury now that you are acquainted with his general 
reputation in that settlement — that is, what people say about him now ? 

Anstver. No, sir ; not particularly in that settlement, I can't say that I do, from the 
fact that I am not in that neighborhood. 

Question. What are your politics, sir ? 

Anstver, Republican. 

TESTIMONY OF JESSE WELLS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States : 
Question, Where do you live, Mr. Wells ? 
Anstver, I live in Rutherford County, 
Question', Do you know Aaron Biggerstaflf ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, How near did you live to him ? 
Answer. I lived near a mile and a half. 

Question, Do you know his general reputation for veracity in his neighborhood ?' 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it ? 
Anstver. It is good. 

Question. How long have you known him f , 

Answer. These fifty years ; as far as I know him, it is good. 

Cross-examination : 

Interrogatories by counsel for defense, (Strong :) 
Question. Do you say that you know what people generally say about him I 
Anstver. To be sure I do. 

Question. And you say that his character is good 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

^ue8fto?i. What is it good for ? 

(Answer missing.) 

Question. But the question is for veracity— for truth ? 
Anstver. It is, as far as I know. 

Question. Did you say he has a general reputation of being a good citizen ? 
Answer. 1 do, sir ; I never heard anything to the contrary until this fuss broke out. 
Question. Did he have the reputation of being a very uuneighborly man ? 
Anstver, Not with me. 

Question. You never h^ard it in the neighborhood ? 
Answer. It was good, whatever I heard of him, in the neighborhood. 
Question, 1 understand you to say, then, sir, that you never heard anything said 
against his character for veracity ? 
Answer, Not until this fuss broke out. 
Question. When did you hear anything said about it? 

Answer. There has been a great deal said since the McGaha fuss by that party. 
Question. I ask you have you not heard a good many people, since this McGaha raid, 
speak against his veracity ? 
Anstver. Not particular, that I have heard of? 
Question. Haven't you generally ? 

Answer, No, sir. Since the McGaha raid I have heard that party speak agaiiist him. 
Question, Since the McGaha raid haven't you heard all persons say that he swore 
falsely about the McGaha raid ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. Haven't you ever heard this fact spoken of: that he vras along at the 
shooting in the Depriest ease f 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Did you inever hear that he was accused of shooting into his hrother's 
house and convicted for it T 
Answer. No, sir ; ho never was convicted for it ; he was convicted for being with the 
^ crowd. 

Question, What are your politics, sir f 
Answer, My polities is republican, sir. 

Qiiestion, I will ask you, Mr. Wells, whether or not, on a certain occasion, Air. Bigger- 
staff being accused of having stolen some goods belonging to your father-in-law, (you 
are a married man,) didn't you go with Mr. Scroggins, or did he ask you to go with him, 
and didn't you search his house ? 

Answe)\ No, sir ; I never did. 

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM SCROGGINS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question, Do- you reside in Rutherford ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How near Aaron Biggerstaff ? 

Answer, About three and a hall* miles, I suppose. 

Question, Do you know the general character, in his neighborhood, of Aaron Bigger- 
staff for veracity ? 
Answer. I think I do, sir. 
Question. What is it? 
Ansiver. It is good. 

Question, Do you know anything about that search f 
Answer, It is the first time I ever heard it spoken of, sir. 
Question, Did you search a negro's house, or anything of the sort there, sir ? 
Answer, Not there, sir. I searched a negro's house three or four miles from there, 
sir. 

Question, For what f 

Answer,^ For some goods stolen from my sister. 

Question, Did Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff have anything to do with it f 

Answer, I never heard it till to-night, sir. 

Cross-examined for defense by Mr. Strong : 
Question, Did Wells go with you I 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ask him to go ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. Did you say anything to him about it t 
Answer, I don't recollect. 

Question, You say you are acquainted with his general character T 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; I have heard it spoken of since the raid. 
Question. Who spoke of it f 

Answer, Well, sir, the parties who were in the raid have given it a little indif- 
ferent. 

Question. Have you heard others say this besides those who are accused ? 
Answer, I only heard that party do it, sir. 
Question. Is that his reputation now ? 
Answer, It is with the Ku-Klux party. 

Question, It is not the general reputation of the white men of the neighborhood ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Don't the majority of the white men of that man^s neighborhood give him 
a bad character for truth I 

Ansiver, There is of that party generally ; the Ku-Klux party, I mean. 

Question. I understand you to say, sir, then, that the majority of this Ku-Klux party 
there in the neighborhood do give him a bad character if 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, I asked you just now if the majority of the white men in that neighbor- 
hood gave him a bad character, and you said no. 

Ansiver. Well, sir, there was two parties there ; the Ku-Klux party, the men who 
have generally been raiding since that time, has given him a bad character. The 
other party has not. The majority of the men in that neighborhood are Ku-Klux. 

Question, Did I not ask you just now whether the majority of the white men in that 
neighborhood didn't give him a bad name. Since the McGaha raid, is not his general 
. character and reputation in the neighborhood bad for truth ? 

Answei', It is with the Ku-Klux party. 
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Question, Well, ain't they a majority ? 

Aimver. I don't know, sir; I believe the majority is Kii-Klnx. 

Question. Do yon know — is there any democrat in the neghborhood with whom his 
character for truth is good ? . 
Answer, Yes, sir. ^ 
Question, Who? 

Answer, I heard Mr. Anderson Bridges, a neighbor of his, talking about him with me 
just before I left home. 

Question. Are you a deputy marshal, sir. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Are you a special deputy ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Haven't you been very busy in this connection ? 

Answer, I have done right smart of work, sir. ^ 

Question, What are your politics ? • 

Aiisiver, I am a republican. 

TESTIMONY OF E. D. HAWKINS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for United States, (Phillips :) 
Question. How near Biggerstaff do you live ? 
Answei\ About eight miles. 

Question. Do you know what his general reputation in the neighborhood for veracity 
is! 

Anstver. 1 think I do. 
Question. What is it ? 

Answer. I think it is ^ood, sir — up until this fuss broke out about the Ku-Klux. 

Cross-examined by counsel for defendants, (Strong :) 
Question, I understand you to say that his character was good till this fuss broke out. 
How is it now, sir. 

Answer, There is two parties, as I look at it now. The Ivu-Klux party speaks of it 
as not being so good ; the radical, or Union, speaks of it as being good. I never heard 
a member of any party speak of his reputation being bad for truth. 

Question, You say you live eight miles off? 

Anstver, About eight miles, sir. 

Question, Do you go into that neighborhood often ? 

Anstver, I pass through that neighborhood a good many times. . Sometimes I go to 
preaching once a month in that neighborhood. 
^ Question, Do you think that you can undertake to say to the jury, sir, upon reflec- 
tion, that you know his general reputation in that neighborhood, and you live eight 
miles off? 

Answer. Well, I say I think it is good. I have never heard anything else. 
Question, Do you know his general reputation iu the neighborhood where he lives ? 
Anstver, I don't suppose I do as well as many that live right at him. 
Question. Can you undertake to say that you know it ? Knowing implies knowl- 
edge. 

Answer. I have known the man ever since 1845 or 1846. I have heard men speak of 
him from that time up to the present. There is only one party that, since this Ku- 
Klux business has broke out, that has ever said anything about him, and that is the 
Ku-Klux party itself. % 

Question, What do people say about his veracity ? 

Anstver, I never heard anything against it. 

Question. What are your politics ? 

Anstver. A radical, or Union man, whatever you may choose to call it, and always 
expect to be that way. 

testimony of JAMES ROBBINS. 

Interrogatories by counsel for the Government, (Mr. Phillips :) 
Question. How near Aaron Biggerstaff do you live ? 
Answer. I live about five miles from him. 

Question. Do you know his general character for veracity iu the neighborhood ? 

Anstver. I think I ought to. 

Question, Well, do you ? 

Answer, I have known him a life-time. 

Question. Do you know his general character for veracity iu the neighborhood ? 
Answer, I think I do. 

Question, What is it ? , • 

Ansiver, It is goo^ 
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Cross-examined by counsel for defense, (Strong:) 
Question, Do you belong to the same politics he does f 
Answer, I claim to bo a Union man. 
Question, You say you live five miles off I 
Answer, About five miles, sir. 

Testimony closed. 



Headquarters United States Troops, 

Shelbiff Xorth Carolinay December 31, 1871. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit for the information of the commanding officer of 
the post of Raleigh the following report of the condition of affairs in this country 
since the raids made by the so-called " Ku Klux" organization were most frequent, 
when the functions of the civil law were nei),rly, if not ^juite, suspended, either through 
necessity, or by the culpable negligence of those^ whVse' duty it was to enforce such law, 
I doubt very much if the attitude of. the people 'tow^ird the United States authorities, 
both civil and military, has been so openly,' bitterly defiant as at the present time. 
The momentary shock caused here hy the suspenstoh of the writ of habeas corpus in 
certain portions of South Carolina has* -long •since given place to a feeling of security, 
and the only persons who have quitted their homes since the proclamation referred to, 
were those who fled at the approach of the troops now stationed here. Immediately 
on my arrival I could not but mark the great change in the temper of the peoi^le 
since last summer, when I was stationed here, and this feeling against the United 
States authorities has been growing stronger and stronger since that time, and received 
its only lacking element — confidence^ — when the Ku-Klux prisoners returned from Raleigh 
a few weeks ago, without a trial, and the leaders (at least so reported) openly de- 
clared that the thing was all over, and nobody was going to be prosecuted any more 
for this business," the cfl'ect of which was to seal the lips of those willing to confess 
their and others' connection with the organization, and to deter any from so doing. 
This statement was widely circulated through the country, and its influence at once 
seen and felt. 

Kor do the leaders seem to rely entirely upon this statement, but have labored in 
many ways to prevent confession and to hinder the obtaining of testimony until it is 
extremely difficult to get either one or the other. 

The Carolina Banner, a newspaper pliblished here, is edited in part; by a brother of 
Plato Durhain, and has striven incessantly to that end as well as to place the com- 
munity in antagonism with the United States authorities, even at times advocating 
open, armed resistance, and has throughout pursued a course strongly in contrast with 
that of the Vindicator, a paper of the same political persuasion published at Ruther- 
fordton. 

On Christmas day I was informed there was to be a parade of mounted men in dis- 
guise through the streets, and was told such an affair was customary. During the 
morning a large crowd of blacks and whites collected, the greater portion of whom 
were drunk and many quarrelsome. Very many of both classes were armed. I was 
told by citizens that during these rides outrages'^upon persons and property were fre- 
quently committed, and my judgment was that a slight provocation would bring about 
a riot. One or two of the most prominent citizens asked me to interfere, and, as I saw 
no probability of the civil authorities acting, even if able to do so, I took the responsi- 
bility of ordering the procession, which was even then forming, to disperse. It did so 
very promptly, but for upwards of two hours after a riot was imminent, and I disposed 
my command for such an emergency. Pistols were drawn by persons implicated in 
the Ku-Klux organization, and threats of all kinds freely made ; but gradually the 
civil authorities obtained the control, a special police appointed, and. the crowd dis- 
persed. 

I thought then, and am confident now, that the proposed masquerade, though ostensi- 
bly peaceable, was clearly intended as a violation of section 2 of the act of Congress 
approved April 28, 1871, by showing the people that parties could still "go in disguise 
upon the public highway," and that its real purpose was intimidation, and I was con- 
firmed that day in m^ opinion by hearing one of the would-be riders say, defiantly, 
" Captain Plato Durham told us to ride and we should not be hurt." The next morn- 
ing some half a dozen boys, led by one Gaftney Logan, (himself a Ku-Klux,) a brother 
of the sherift^ who ran away, rode quietly through the streets, masked. I took no 
steps to prevent this, because the town was quiet, and I had sent for the United States 
commissioner, who was absent the day before, and placed the matter in his hands. 

Several cases have been reported within a few days where negroes who made com- 
plaints of outrages, and testified against parties, have been threatened, directly or indi- 
rectly, for so doing. These cases I shall bring, to-morrdw, before the commissioner. 

I might multiply reasons for my belief that the people of this county are defiant to 
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the United States authorities, but these will serve to show the temper of the com- 
munity. 

Nor am I alone in this belief. One of the most prominent citizens of this town told 
me, a day or two since, that he regarded the county as being in nearly as bad a condi- 
tion as it has been at any time since the war; and the commissioner, Mr. Aydlotte, has 
twice written to Hon. Mr. Pool, United States Senator, upon the subject, in at least one 
of which letters he declared that he saw but one way of solving the question, and that 
was by national law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALBION HOWE, 
First Lieutenant, Fourth Artillery^ Commanding. 

Lieutenant W. F. Stewart, 

Post Adjutant, Ealeighj North Carolina, 

Official copy : 

J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 



Headquarters Post op Raleigh, North Carolina, 

Ealeigh, January 4, 1872. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the information of the department 
commander, a report made by Lieutenant A. Howe, Fourth Artillery, comnianding de- 
tachment at Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina, relative to affairs in that neigh- 
borhood, and particularly to circumstances which occurred on Christmas day at Shelby, 

Without adopting, unreservedly, the opinions and judgment of Lieutenant Howe, I 
approve of his course in preventing the parade of disguised men under the circum- 
stances as narrated by him. Bands of mounted meu have not paraded in disguise in 
that section of the country, to my knowledge, unless bent upon crime of some sort. In 
my opinion an ofiScer stationed in the neighborhood where Ku-Klux outrages have been 
frequent has a right to infer that the assembly and parade of disguised men is for the 
purpose of committing some felony or act of violence specified in the act of April 20, 
1871, Perhaps Lieutenant Howe would have conformed more closely to the spirit of 
the instruction in General Orders No. 52, Department of the South, series 1871, if he had 
followed these disguised men from point to point, with a view to prevent any act of 
violence. He has a detachment of cavalry, ten in number, sufficient for the purpose. 

The attempt to make such a parade was a menace to the troops, if the circumstances 
are accurately narrated by Lieutenant Howe. Captain Rodney will pass through Shelby 
en route to Rutherfordton, (complying with Special Order No. 267, paragraph 1, De- 
cember 27, 1871, Headquarters Department of the South,) and I shall instruct him to 
investigate the matter. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. H. MORGAN, 
Major, Fourth Artillery, Commanding, 

Adjutant General, 

Headqiiarters Department of the South, 
Official copy: 

J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Department of the South, 

Louisville, Kentucky, January 10, 1872. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Adjutant General United States 
Aimy, through Headquarters Military Division of the South. 

ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Brigadier Generalj United- States Army, Commanding, 

Headquarters Military Division of the South, 

Louisville, Kentucky, January 16, 1872. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General of the Army, 

ROBERT A. SCOTT, 
Captain, Third Artilla^, in charge of the office. 

War Department, Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, January 23, 1872. 
Official copies respectfully furnished for the information of the congressional Com- 
mittee for the Investigation of Alleged Outrages in the Southern States. 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant General. 



